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A  C  G  O  U  NT 

OF  THE 

BRITISH  TRADE 
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O  V  E  R  T  H  E 

CASPIAN  SEA: 
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W  I  T  H  A 

JOURNAL  of  TRAVELS 

FROM 

London  through  Russia  into  Persia;  and  back  again  through 

RUSSIA,'  GERMANY  and  HOLLAND. 


To  which  are  added, 

I* 

The  revolutions  of  Persia  during  the  prefent  century,  with  the  particular 

hiftory  of  the  great  ufurper  nadir  kouli. 


In  FOUR  VOLUMES. 
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By  JONAS  iHANWAY,  Merchant. 
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Sold  by  Mr.  Dodsley,  in  Pall-mall;  Mr.  Nourse,  Mr.  MillaR,  Mr> 
Va  I  LEANT,  and  Mr.  Patterson,  in  the  Strand  ;  Mr.  Waugh,  in  Lombard* 
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To  the  V/ORSHIPFUL 

ROBERT  NETTLETON,  Efq; 

Cover  NOR, 

THE  .  >  .  ' 

V.  *  •  '  - 

CONSULS  and  court  of  ASSISTANTS  of  the  RUSSIA 

COMPANY. 


Gentlemen. 


Beg  the  favour  of  your  acceptance  of  a  treatife,  which 
could  not,  with  any  degree  of  propriety,  be  othervvife 
addrefled.  Your  company  is  one  oi  the  earlieft  and' 
inofl  fuccefsful  trading  corporations  cftabliflied  in  tliis  na-* 
tioii.  The  fmious  Sebastian  cabot,  the  father  of  our 
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diftant  navigation,  and  in  fome  meafure  the  founder  of  our 
empire  in  America,  was  the  dire6lor  of  your  company  in  the 
difcovery  of  archangel:  this  put  us  in  pofteflion  of  our 
trade  to  Russia,  which  lias  been  fince  carried  on  with  fo 
great  reputation.  In  our  own  time  we  find  the  fame  ipirit  of 
induftry  and  enterprize,  of  which  your  late  attempt  over  the 
CASPIAN  fea  is  an  honourable  proof.  How  that  enterprize, 
was  conducted,  and  "what  various  incidents  attended  it,  as  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  the  moft  authentic  information,  corro¬ 
borated  by  my  own  experience,  I  have  indulged  my  inclina¬ 
tion,  and  employed  my  leilure  in  giving  an  account :  witlii 
what  fidehty  this  is  done,  you  are  the  proper  judges. 

As  this  trade  became  art  objedl  of  attention  to  the  legifla-- 
ture  upon  your  recommendation,  and  as  the  great  hopes  con¬ 
ceived  of  it  were  not  entertained  without  juft  grounds I 
prefume  it  will  not  be  ungrateful  to.  you^  that  the  public 
ihould'  know  upon  what  principles  you  aded,  and  how  be¬ 
neficial  your  undertaking  might  have,  been  to  the  nation. 
Though  we  have  been  foiled  in  this  enterprize,  the  feas  are 
open  to  us,  and  whilft  we  continue  masters  of  them,, 
they  are  our  fafeft,  and  perhaps  our  only,  means  of  convey¬ 
ance  ;  for  I  believe,  hiftory  can  hardly  furnifh  an  ihftance  in 
thefe  latter  times,  of  a  confiderable  trade  being  carried  on  by 
traverfing  the  dominions gof  a. foreign  prince.. 
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The  relation  o£  prolperoiis  undertakings  is  themoft  agreeable 
task ;  but  inftiuclion,  which  is  the  great  end  of  hiftorical  narra^ 
tions,  depends  not  upon  the  nature  of  events :  it  is  not  material' 
whether  they  are  favourable  or  not,  but  whether  they  be  ha- 
neftly  and  fairly  ftated,  the  true  caufes  explored,  and  their 
influence  difcovered  through  the  v/hole.  cliain  of  efleds.  Per¬ 
haps  future  generations  may  have  occafion  to  refer  to  what 
has  pafled  in  our  time,  as  we  now  look  back  to  the  days  of 
queen  Elizabeth;  and  if  circumftances  fliould. again  render 
this  trade  practicable  and  advantageous  to  the  nation,  the  ex¬ 
perience  we  have,  lately  bought,  muft  neceflarily  be  of  great 
ufe.- 

If  we  call  to  mind  that  religious  zeal  with  which  you: 
raifed  a  fund  for  building  a  public  place  of  worfhip  at  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg  ;  and  your  generous  refblution .  not  to  permit  that 
the  BRITISH  nation  fliould  be  the  only  one  in  Russia  without 
this  mark  of  honour  and  diftindtion ;  may  it  not  be  expedled 
that  the  supreme  being,  who  diredts  all  events  by  his  provh 
deuce,  will  enable  you  either  to  revive  your  Caspian  trade,  or 
to  ftrike  out  fome  other  branch  more  beneficial  ?  The  charac- 
teriftic  of  a  brave  and  commercial  nation  is  to  be  ever  purluing 
fom^thing  uleful  to  mankind.  The  world.fis  not  in  all  its 
known  parts  fo  familiar  to  us,  but  new  channels  of  trade  may 
be  ftruck  out ;  nor  is'  it  fo  well  civilized,  ^but  commerce  may 
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gently  efl'edl  what  the  Iword  cannot.  You  have  my  hncere 
wifhes  that  in  all  things  proiperity  may  attend  your  endea¬ 
vours,  in  your  private,  as  well  as  corporate  capacity.  I  am,. 

« 

G  E  N  T  L  E  M  E  isr. 


London, 
'January,  1753. 


Your  moft  humble 


and  moft  obedient  Servant, 


a  -  ^  Jonas  Hanway. 
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I  N  T  R  o  DU  C  T"  I  O  N. 

The  glory  and  welfare  of  the  British  monarchy  depending  on  the 
acquihtion  and  prefervation  of  trade,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every ' 
fubie£l  to  encourage  this  general  delign,  and  confequently  to  endeavour  to'  > 
infpire  the  minds  of  the  people  with  fuch  fentiments  as  promote  induftry, 
and  reftrain  the  growth  of  a  luxurious  and  irregular  manner  of  living.  A  • 
peculiar  accident  of  my  life  engaged  me  in  the  purfuit  of  commercial 
knowledge  in  a  new  path,  which  was  that  of  trading  to  Persia  over' the  ■  * 
CASPIAN  fea;  but  when  I  was  initiated  into  this  commerce,  it  feemed  al¬ 
ready  devoted  to  ruin ;  nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  all  our  Ikill  and  induftry 
to  fupport  this  tender  plant  againft  the  violence  of  thofe  rude  florms  which  ■ 

-  inceffantly  blew  upon  it  j  fo  that  it  hardly  began  to  blolTom  before  it  was  ^ ' 
blafted. 

To  tranfmit  fome  account  of  this  to  pofterity,  may  poffibly  be  a  means 
of  recovering  the  trade,  if  future  times  fliould  render  it  practicable  and 
advantageous ;  or  at  lead:  of  preferving  the  memory  of  this  enterprize,  and 
gratifying  the  curiolity  of  the  more  intelligent  part  of  this  nation,  who 
know  the  importance  of  trade :  for  this  commerce  was  propofed  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  ufeful  commodity  of  raw  lilk,  the  bahs  of  one  of  our  moft  con- 
fiderable  manufactures,  on  the  cheapefl  terms  j  and,  which  is  ftill  more,  in  - 
exchange  for  our  manufactured  wool,  from  which  fuch  advantages  are  - 
derived  to  great  Britain. 

Never  any  new  trade  was  entered  upon  with  more  fanguine  hopes, 
or  profecuted  with  more  laborious  attention  by  feveral  of  the  moft  eminent 
merchants  of  this  metropolis  j  to  which  we  may  alfo  add,  fcarce  any 
commercial  fcheme  has  had  a  more  powerful  protection  from  great 
princes.  It  muft  be  confefted,  that  taking  all  thefe  advantages  toge¬ 
ther,  it  had  once  fo  fair  an  appearance,  that  it  dazzled  the  eyes  of  ma¬ 
ny,  and  engaged  very  clear  heads,  as  well  as  honeft  hearts,  in  its  caufe. 

-  Various  ^ 
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Various  were  the  objedlons  made  againft  this  commerce,  with  regard  to 
ihe  iiiterefl  of  other  mercantile  companies :  forne  of  the  members  of  thofe 
■  companies  foretold  its  fate  in  general  terms  but,  as  an  inftance  of  the  fal¬ 
lacy  of  human  wifdom,  the  defign  was  at  length  fruftrated  by  means  the 
leaf!:,  if  at  all  fufpedled  ;  for  could  it  be  imagined  that  one,  who  engaged 
himfelf  as  a  British  fadlor  in  Persia,  would  engage  alfo  as  a  fhipwright 

to  NADIR  SHAH  ? 

When  men  have  committed  errors  in  life,  it  is  common  to  fugged  rea- 
fons  for  them,  as  if  they  exifted  in  their  minds  previous  to  their  adlions, 
Ibelieve,  Mr.  el  ton,  who  had  the  chief  merit  in  opening  this  trade,  did 
not  really  forefee  the  tendency  of  his  engagement  to  nadir  shah,  to 
which  its  deftrudtion  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing.  If  the  Russians 
.could  haVe  been  fuppofed  idle  fpedators  of  a  Persian  naval  power,  or  of 
a  few  trading  fliips  on  the  Caspian  fea,  Mr.  elton  certainly  purfued  one 
temporary  means  of  ftrengthening  our  intereft  with  nadir;  but  fuch  a 
fuppoiition  to  him  who  knew  the  connedlion  of  things  on  that  lide,  was 
weak  if  he  did  make  it;  and  if  he  did  not,  his  judgment  which,  in  many 
indances,  was  very  good,  here  certainly  failed  him.  But  to  confider  the 
matter  in  a  mercantile  light  only,  what  folid  foundation  could  there  be 
for  the  fecurity  of  property  under  fo  tyrannical  a  government,  as  that  of 
PERSIA;  whenafadtor  to  merchants,  engages  as  afervantto  the  crown,  and 
becomes  fubjed:  every  day  to  be  called  to  an  account  ?  This  quedion  he 
hardly  ev-er  afked,  but  differed  himfelf,  the  common  failing  of  mankind, 
to  be  lulled  into  an  eafy  fecurity,  by ‘contemplating  only  the  bright  fide  of 
the  profpecl.  Had  he  aded  with  more  conddency,  we  certainly  might 
have  longer  retained  the  countenance  of  Russia,  and  longer  fupported 
our  trade  in  the  north  of  Persia  :  for  fo  long  as  princes  are  on  good 
terms,  national  compads  are  not  violated  without  very  drong  reafons,  though 
.eadly  cancelled  when  they  are  not. 

When  I  left  England  in  1743,  I  remember  that  Mr.  richard 
Xockwood,  a  turkey  merchant,  difcourfcd  with  me  to  this  eded  :  “  Ei- 

ther  you  will  teach  the  Russians  how  to  trade,  and  then  become  an 

objed  of  their  jealoufy,  if  you  have  fuccefs  in  this  enterprize;  or  you 

‘‘  will 
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««  will  be  plundered  in  Persia  5  and  in  either  cafe  your  trade  cannot  lafl 
“  long.”  Experience  has  taught  us,  that  his  obfervation  was  juft,  and  in 
fome  meafure  prophetical.  It  is  certain,  that  in  the  many  years  experience 
of  the  TURKEY  company,  they  never  eftabliftied  any  fadors  in  the  northern 
provinces  of  Persia  :  they  thought  it  more  judicious  to  leave  that  rifque, 
as  well  as  the  profits  arifing  from  fuch  eftablifliment  to  the  Armenians; 
who  ufed  to  bring  the  Persian  filk  to  them  in  Smyrna  and  aleppo,  as 
the  RUSSIANS  and  Armenians  now  bring  great  part  of  it  to  St.  Peters¬ 
burg.  But  the  TURKEY  company  never  had  the  fame  temptations  as  the 
RUSSIA  merchants:  they  had  no  treaty  with  the  Turks,  to  provide  for 
a  fafe  paftage  to  Persia,  nor  any  invitations  from  the  mouths  of  princes  to 
enter  upon  the  trade.  Befides,  their  by-laws  reftrained  their  fadors  from 
fending  goods  into  prrsia  on  their  own  account. 

The  parliament,  by  an  ad  of  1749,  now  permits  us  to  import  raw  filk 
from  St.  PETERSBURG  in  exchange  for  our  woollen  manufadures:  and  I 
hope  fome  advantages  will  accrue  from  it  to  this  nation.  Some  time  muft 
pafs  before  affairs  in  Persia  will  be  fufficicntly  reftored  to  allow  of  any 
'  confiderable  export  of  raw  filk  from  thence  ;  however  this  is  abundantly 
made  up  to  us  by  the  fupplies  we  receive  from  other  countries.  The  ballance 
of  our  RUSSIAN  trade  is  ufually  about  a  million  of  rubles  “  in  favour  of  that 
empire.  We  import  annually  about  two  millions  of  Russian  commodities, 
and  export  to  the  value  of  one  in  our  own  ;  the  advantages  by  this  ad  are 
ftill  encreafed  in  favour  of  Russia,  and  ought  to  give  us  the  greater  weight 
with  them  in  the  political  fcale, 

I  thought  It  beft  In  the  profccution  of  this  work,  after  the  perufal,  and 
with  the  confent  of  thofe  who  were  moft  interefted,  to  introduce  feveral  of 
the  material  papers  I  received  in  the  courfe  of  my  correfpondency,  of 
which  indeed  there  are  none  of  a  private  nature.  This  authentic  method 
creates  fome  repetitions,  which  however  I  have  as  much  as  poffible  avoid¬ 
ed.  Part  of  thefe  papers,  as  they  relate  to  the  opening  of  this  trade,  have 
been  already  printed,  and  publifiied  at  different  times  in  detached  pieces, 

“  2  20,000 1.  * 
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of  which  fome  were  exti*emely  incorredt,  and  none  of  them  in  any  hido- 
rical  order. 

Secrecy,  or  referve  in  commercial  affairs,  is  often  neceffaryj  had  this 
trade  fubfifted,  the  circumftances  of  it  ought,  1  think,  to  have  been  kept 
private,  for  reafons  of  intereft  ^  but  now  the  fame  reafons,  joined  to  the 
duty  we  owe  to  poderity,  feem  equally  to  require  a  prefervation  of  the 
memory  of  it.  The  public  indeed  has  a  right  to  be  informed  by  what 
means  we  have  loft  this  branch  of  our  commerce,  after  it  had  received 
fuch  diftinguifhed  parliamentary  protedtion. 

I  intended  to  have  wrote  a  treatife  on  the  Caspian  trade  only;  but 
this  work,  for  reafons  maturely  confidered,  now  becomes  enlarged  beyond 
my  original  defign.  With  regard  to  my  own  adventures  in  Persia,  they 
had  naturally  a  place  in  my  journal,  or  rather  compofe  it :  a  great  part 
of  them  have  a  neceflaiy  connedtion  with  the  trade,  and  conftitute  the 
mod  amufing  incidents  in  this  work.  As  to  the  converfation  which 
I  had  with  the  Persians,  confidering  the  didance  of  place  and 
time,  the  revolutions  and  mortalities  which  have  fucceeded,  and  the 
fubjedt  of  them,  which  wholly  relates  to  nadir  shahj  I  concluded  the 
concealment  of  their  names,  where  nothing  was  faid  in  fecret,  might  ap¬ 
pear  as  an  abfurd  caution,  rather  than  a  religious  regard  to  the  duties  of 

To  illudrate  the  fubjedl,  I  have  introduced  a  chart  of  the  caspiam 
fea,  with  which  captain  woodroofe  prefented  me  on  his  return  from 
thence.  This  chart  I  edeem  very  corredl,  and  an  improvement  of  that 
which  peter  the  great  ordered  to  be  made  by  vanvorden,  with 
regard  to  the  foundings,  and  alfo  the  coad,  as  well  as  the  eadern  parts  of 
that  fea,  where  woodroofe  was  fent  by  the  king  of  Persia  to  make  the 
mod  minute  obfervations.  I  have  alfo  made  fuch  extradls  from  captain  • 
woodroofe’s  journal  as  I  thought  any  ways  material,  and  which  from 
,my  own  experience  I  have  reafon  to  believe  are  very  true^  If  we  diould 
ever  navigate  the  Caspian  again^  they  may  be  ferviceable  to  us  as  traders,, 
or  if  they  prove  of  any  ufe  to  the  Russians,  I  fhall  receive  an  additional 

The 
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The  maps  of  the  r-ussian  dominions  bordoiing  on  tart  ary  were 
beftowed  on  me  by  general  tattischeff,  who  commanded  the  Rus¬ 
sian  forces  on  thefe  frontiers.  They  were  made  fome  years  after  the  ac¬ 
count  which  Mr.  el  ton  gives  of  himfelf^  but  being  relative  to  it,  I  had 
a  double  motive  to  make  ufe  of  them.  Other  maps  which  I  have  yet 
feen  of  Independent  tart  ary  are  extremely  defedlive :  but  it  is  more 
amazing  that  a  country  fo  much  frequented  as  Persia,  fhould  not  be  yet 
laid  down  with  more  exadtnefs  than  it  is.  I  fpeak  not  only  of  the 
northern  parts,  but  of  the  country  in  general ;  for  we  perpetually  find  places 
of  Gonfequence  mentioned  in  hiflorical  accounts,  which  in  maps  are  blanks, 

or  at  bell  very  erroneoufly  placed. 

1 

The  journals  to  khiEva  through  the  parts  of  tartary  on  the  eafiern 
fide  of  the  Caspian  fea,  is  of  undoubted  authenticity,  as  well  as  of  that 
on  the  wefiern  coafi: ;  the  former  was  related  to  me  by  one  who  made 
the  journey,  and  confirmed  by  another  of  the  fame  company ;  and  the 
latter  is  the  real  rout  of  the  Russian  embafiy  in  1746,  of  which  I  received 
an  exad  map. 

Writing  may  ti'anfmit  a  pi£lure  of  a  man’s  mind,  but  the  pencil  only 
can  give  us  an  idea  of  his  perfon  j  I  have  therefore  introduced  the  por¬ 
traits  of  thofe  great  perfonages  of  whom  I  make  particular  mention  in  my 
journal  •  nor  have  I  fpared  any  other  embellifhments,  which  I  imagined 
might  contribute  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  public. 

The  part  of  thefe  volumes  which  confifis  of  a  journal  of  travels,  ren¬ 
ders  it  next  to  impofiible  to  avoid  being  the  hero  of  my  own  ftory,  as  the 
occafions  occur  fo  often  to  mention  my  own  adtions  and  fentiments;  and 
indeed  the  nature  of  journals  renders  egotifms  unavoidable.  I  have  endea¬ 
voured  as  much  as  poflible  to  divefl  myfelf  of  prejudices,  and  from  a 
confcioufnefs  of  wifhing  well  to  mankind,  have  not  been  fearful  of  of¬ 
fending;  though,  by  a  comparifon  of  cufioms  or  opinions,  my  fentiments 
may  fometimes  have  the  air  of  fatyr :  but  it  is  certainly  by  comparifon  only 
that  the  beauty  or  defedts  of  things  appear. 
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When  I  was  in  Persia  my  curiofity  led  me  to  colledl  feveral  anec¬ 
dotes  concerning  the  famous  ufurper  nadir  shah:  I  had  the  fortune 
to  experience  fuch  marks  of  his  clemency,  as  the  mofl  polite  Chris¬ 
tian  countries  can  produce  few  parallels.  This  afforded  .me  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  entering  into  the  character  of  this  extraordinary  perfon ;  and  - 
as  I  found  no  regular  and  continued  hiflorical  account  of  him,  I  refolved 
to  ufe  my  own  papers,  with  the  addition  of  fuch  as  I  could  procure  here 
and  in  Russia.  The  proper  bafis  of  fuch  a  work,  feenied  to  be  the  re¬ 
volutions  of  PERSIA  during  this  century,  till  the  time  in  which  he  came 
to  ad:  fo  dreadful  a  part  on  the  flage  of  life ;  this  period  takes  in  near 
tlnrty  years,  and  includes  the  unhappy  reign  of  hussein,  and.the  invafion 
of  the  AEGHANs.  The  account  which, we  have  hitherto  had  of  this  matter 
is  imperfed  :  I  fhould  not  however  have  launched  fo  deep,  but  that  I 
found  a  french  piece  lately  publifhed,  the  author of  which  has  taken 
great  pains  in  colleding  the  beft  materials.  The  original  writers  of  tranf- 
adions  in  the  east  have  a  peculiar  propenfity  to  the  marvellous:  and  Euro¬ 
peans  alfo,  who  have  not  been  on  the  fpot,  are  apt  to  give  in  to  the  fame 
abfurdity.  Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  redify,  as  well  from  my  own 
perfonal'obfervation,  and  anecdotes,  as  from  the  general  reafon  of  things. 
It  ought  however  to  be  remembered,  that  the  genius  of  the  eastern  na¬ 
tions  neceflarlly  gives  their  hiftory  the  air  of  romance.  To  convey  an  idea 
of  the  PERSIAN  government,  of  which  we  have  many  intimations  in  the 
facred  writings,  I  have  prefixed  to  that  volume  a  chronological  abridg¬ 
ment,  which,  in  one  view,  takes  in  the  mofi:  material  of  the  nurnerpu^, 
levolutions  from  the  foundation  of  that  antient  monarchjr, 
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PART  I. 

THE 

EARLIEST  ACCOUNTS 

OF  THE 

CASPIAN  TRADE, 

FROM  1553  TILL  THE  AUTHOR  EMBARKS 
ON  THE  CASPIAN  SEA  IN  1743. 

CHAP.  1. 

-Attempts  fnade  by  the  jirjl  English  adventurers  towards  opening  a  trade 
through  RUSSIA  into  from  1553  to  1581.  Letters  wrote  by 

EDWARD  VI.  and  queen  Elizabeth  on  this  fubjedi  \  with  fome  par^ 
ticulars  relating  to  the  Caspian  trade  in  thofe  days, 

AS  I  have  embarked  in  a  defign  to  write  an  hiftorical  account  of 
the  late  British  Caspian  trade,  which  is  interwoven  with  a  mul¬ 
tiplicity  of  interefting  and  amuling  circumflances  j  it  will  not,  I 
think,  be  foreign  to  my  fubjedt  to  trace  matters  from  the  earliefl  times, 
and  exhibit  in  a  fummary  way  the  attempts  formerly  made  towards  efta- 
blifhing  a  commerce  of  this  kind,  with  the  difficulties  and  interruptions 
it  met  with  till  the  year  1738,  at  which  period  the  enfuing  narration  pro¬ 
perly  commences. 

VoL,  I.  A  The 


% 


THE  EARLIEST  ACCOUNTS 


Part  I. 


The  opening  a  trade  over  the  Caspian  fea  to  Persia,  has  ever  lince 
the  difcoveiy  oF  archangel  by  the  English,  been  confidered  as  capable 
of  producing  fo  many  advantages  to  this  nation,  that  attempts  were  made 
towards  obtaining  a  lhare  in  it,  fo  early  as  the  very  eflablilliment  of  our 
RUSSIA  company.  With  regard  to  the  feveral  events  which  happened  tO‘ 
our  firfl  adventurers,  though  they  are  not  the  immediate  fubjedt  of  this  re¬ 
lation,  yet  as  they  are  vifibly  conneded  with,  and  explanatory  of  it,  I  flVall 
give  fome  few  particulars  with  which  the  reader  will  have  no  reafon  to 
be  difpieafed.  For  it  cannot  be  a  vulgar  entertainment  to  the  benevolent, 
whofe  hearts  are  capable  of  improvement  from  the  examples  of  our  gene¬ 
rous  anceftors,  to  learn  when  and  by  whom  the  difcovery  was  fird  made, 
that  opened  a  way  to  the  commerce  which  is  the  fubjed  of  thefc  papers. 


This  amiable  fpirit  of  enterprize  which  animated  our  countrymen,  firft 
prevailed  in  1553,  being  the  feventh  and  lad  year  of  the  reign  of  Ed¬ 
ward  VI.  This  prince  then  wrote  his  letter  miflive  in  greek,  and  feveraL 
other  languages,  recommending  Sir  hugh  willoughby  and  Mr.  richard- 
chanceler,  with  their  company,  to  the  protedion  of  the  princes  and' 
rulers  of  the  earth,  but  intended  more  particularly  to  thofe  of  the  fouth 
ead  parts  of  the  globe.  Modern  ages  of  refinement  and  fuperior  know¬ 
ledge  of  (he  world,  have  rendered  fuch  applications  romantic,  if  not  ridi¬ 
culous  j  but  this  was  not  the  cafe  in  thofe  times,  nor  can  we  with  any  con- 
fidency  withhold  our  commendation  of  that  pious  and  fimple,  as  well  as* 
military  and  commercial  genius,  on  which  our  forefathers  ereded  thofe 
monuments  of  knowledge,  riches,  and  glory,  which  have  been  fince  car¬ 
ried'  to  fo  prodigious  a  height.  Upon  thefe  principles,  the  following  let¬ 
ters  mud  adbrd  fome  pleafure  to  the  intelligent  and  curious  reader. 

“  TT' D  W  ARD- the-fixt,  by  the  grace  of  god,  king  of  England, 

‘‘  J _ j  FRANCE,  and  IRELAND,  &c.  To  all  kings,  princes,  rulers, 

“  judges,  and  governours  of  the  earth,  and  all  other  hauing  any  excellent 
‘‘  dignitie  on  the  fame,  in  all  the  places  under  the  uniuerfal  heaiien  :  peace. 
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“  tranquilitie,  and  honour,  be  unto  you,  and  your  lands  and  regions,  which 
“  are  under  your  dominions,  and  to  euery  of  you,  as  is  conuenient. 

“  Forafmuch  as  the  great,  and  almightie  God,  hath  given  unto  man-* 
“  kind,  above  all  other  living  creatures,  fuch  a  heart,  and  defire,  that  e- 
uery  man  defireth  to  ioyne  friendfliip  with  other,  to  loue,  and  be  loued, 
“  alfo  to  giue  and  receiue  mutual  beneiites ;  it  is  therefore  the  dutic  of  all 
men,  according  to  their  power,  to  maintaine  and  increafe  this  defire  in 
euery  man,  with  well  deferuing  to  all  men,  and  efpecially  to  fhewe  this 
“  good  affedion  to  fuch,  as  being  moued  with  this  defire,  come  unto 
them  from  farre  countreis.  For  howe  much  the  longer  uoyage  they 
“  have  attempted  for  this  intent,  fo  much  the  more  doe  they  thereby  de- 
dare  that  this  defire  hath  bene  ardent  in  them.  Furthermore  alfo,  the 
“  examples  of  our  fathers  and  predecefifors  doe  invite  us  hereunto,  foraf- 
“  much  as  they  haue  euer  gently  and  louingly  intreated  fuch  as  of 
“  friendly  minde  came  to  them,  as  well  from  countreis  neare  hand,  as 
farre  remote,  commending  themfelves  to  their  protedlion.  And  if  it  be 
right  and  equitie  to  fliewe  fuch  humanitie  toward  all  men,  doubtlcffe 
“  the^fame  ought  chiefly  to  be  fhewed  to  Marchants,  who  wandering  a- 
“  bout  the  world,  fearch  both  the  land,  and  the  fea,  to  carry  fuch  good 
and  profitable  things,  as  are  found  in  their  countreis,  to  remote  regions 
‘‘  and  kingdomes ;  and  againe  to  bring  from  the  fame,  fuch  things  as  they 
“  find  there,  commodious  for  their  own  countreis :  both  as  well,  that  the 
‘‘  people,  to  whom  they  goe,  may  not  be  defiitute  of  fuch  commodities 
'  as  their  countries  bring  not  foorth  to  them,  as  that  alfo  they  may  be  par- 
“  takers  of  fuch  thinges,  whereof  they  abound.  For  the  God  of  heauen 
“  and  earth,  greatly  providing  for  mankinde,  would  not  that  all  things 
fhould  be  founde  in  one  region,  to  the  ende  that  one  fhoulde  haue 
“  neede  of  another ;  that  by  this  meanes  friendlhippe  might  be  efiablifh- 
“  ed  among  all  men,  and  euery  one  feeke  to  gratifie  all.  For  the  efiablifh- 
“  ing  and  furtherance  of  which  uniuerfall  amitie,  certaine  men  of  our 
“  realme,  moued  hereunto  by  the  faide  defire,  have  infiituted  and  taken 
‘‘  upon  them  a  uoyage  by  fea  into  farre  countreis,  to  the  intent  that  be- 

A  2  “  tweene 
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“  tweene  our  people  and  them,  a  way  may  be  opened  to  bring  in,  and 
“  carry  out  marchandizes,  deiiring  us  to  further  their  enterprize.  Who  af- 
“  fenting  to  their  petition,  haue  licenfed  the  right  valiant  and  worthy  Sir 
“  Hugh  Willoughby,  knight,  and  other  our  truftie  and  faithfull  fer- 
“  vants,  which  are  with  him  according  to  their  dehre,  to  goe  to  coun- 
“  treies  to  them  heretofore  unknowen,  as  well  to  feeke  fuch  things  as  we* 
“  lacke,  as  alfo  to  carry  unto  them  from  our  regions,  fuch  things  as  they 
“  lacke.  So  that  hereby  not  onely  commoditie  may  enfue  both  to  them  and 
“  us,  but  alfo  an  indilfoluble  and  perpetual  league  of  friendfliip  be  efta- 
“  blhhed  betweene  us  both,  while  they  permit  us  to  take  off  their  things, 
“  fuch  whereof  they  have  abundance  in  their  regions,  and  we  againe 
“  grant  them  fuch  things  of  ours,  whereof  they  are  deftitute.  Wethere- 
“  fore  defire  you  kings  and  princes,  and  al  other  to  whome  there  is  any 
‘‘  power  on  the  earth,  to  permit  unto  thefe  our  fervants,  free  paff-ge  by 
“  your  regions  and  dominions :  for  they  fhall  not  touch  any  thing  of 
“  yours  unwilling  unto  you.  Confider  you  that  they  alfo  are  men.  If 
‘‘  therefore  they  fhall  fland  in  neede  of  any  thing,  we  defire  you  of  all 
“  humanitie,  and  for  the  nobilitie  which  is  in  you,  to  aide  and  helpe  them 
“  with  fuch  things  as  they  lacke,  receiving  againe  of  them  fuch  things  as 
they  fliall  be  able  to  give  you  in  recompence.  Shew  yourfelves  fo  to- 
“  wards  them,  as  you  would  that  we  and  our  fubiedts  fhould  fliewe  our- 
“  felves  towards  your  fervants,  if  at  any  time  they  fhall  paffe  by  our  re- 
“  gions. 

“  Thus  doing,  we  promife  you  by  the  God  of  all  things  that  are  con- 
tained  in  heaven,  earth,  and  the  fea,  and  by  the  life  and  tranquilitie  of 
“  our  kingdomes,  that  we  will  with  like  humanitie  accept  your  fervants, 
if  at  any  time  they  fhall  come  to  our  kingdomes,  where  they  fhall  as 
friendly  and  gently  be  entertained,  as  if  they  were  borne  in  our  domi- 
“  nions,  that  we  may  hereby  recompence  the  favour  and  benignitie  which 
“  you  have  fhewed  to  our  men.  Thus  after  we  have  defired  you  kings 
“  and  princes,  &c.  With  all  humanitie  and  favour,  to  entertaine  our  wcH- 
beloued  fervants,  we  will  pray  our  almightie  God,  to  grant  you  long 
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“  life,  and  peace,  which  never  fhall  haue  end.  Written  in  London,  which 
«  is  the  chiefe  City  of  our  kingdome,  in  the  yeere  from  the  creation  of  the 
“  world  5515,  in  the  month  of  Jiar  %  the  fourteenth  day  of  the 
“  month,  and  feventh  yeere  of  our  raigne.” 

The  fleet  fent  out  upon  this  difcovery,  in  confequence  of  the  king’s  let¬ 
ter,  confifled  of  the  Bona  Esperanza,  the  Edward  Bonaventure, 
and  the  Bona  Confidentia,  all  under  the  Command  of  Sir  Hugh 
Willoughby,  as  captain-general.  It  was  this  gentleman’s  fate,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  crew  of  the  Bona  Esperanza,  to  be  frozen  to  death  the 
fame  year  in  Lapland  ;  but  Richard  Chanceler,  who  command¬ 
ed  the  Edward  Bonaventure,  had  the  happinefs  to  make  a  difcovery 
of  Archangel,  from  whence  he  was  conducted  to  Mosco,  and  there 
received  with  Angular  marks  of  diflindtion  by  the  great  duke  Ivan  Was- 
siLowiTz,  who  accepted  the  oiFer  of  commerce,  and  returned  a  favour¬ 
able  anfwer  to  the  king’s  letter. 

4 

The  next  material  incident  was  in  1555,  when  a  treaty  with  the  great 
duke,  fometimes  called  emperor  of  Russia,  was  made;  by  which  he 
granted  ample  privileges  to  the  English  merchants  trading  to  Russia ; 
and  the  fame  year,  king  Philip  and  queen  Mary  honoured  them  with  a 
charter.  The  next  year  Osep  Napeoff,  the  Russian  ambalTador,  came 
into  England.  In  1 557,  Anthony  Jenkinson  pafled  through  Russia 
into  Bokhara,  which  he  was  very  quickly  obliged  to  leave  j  the  king  of 
Samar c AND  having  invaded  that  country.  He  found  that  the  Persian 
trade  lay  mofl:  on  the  fide  of  Syria,  and  the  frontiers  of  Turkey. 
After  variety  of  fortunes  and  difficulties,  which  have  a  very  remarkable 
analogy  with  thofe  of  the  time  of  which  I  am  now  writing,  he  returned 
home  by  way  of  Casan  on  the  Volga,  in  1560,  having  firfl:  had  the 
honour  of  hoifling  the  red  crofs  of  St.  George^  or  the  royal  banner  of 
England  on  the  Caspian  fea. 


*  J I A  R  is  the  month  of  february. 
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In  1561,  being  encouraged  by  the  merchants  adventurers,  the  fame 
Jenkinson  went  into  Persia,  having  procured  a  letter  from  queen 
Elizabeth,  now  in  the  third  year  of  her  reign,  to  the  Shah,  T^hmas, 
i  the  king  of  that  country,-  which,  for  its  lingular  fpirit  and  fimplicity,  I 
alfo  beg  leave  to  infert. 

A 

* 

«  T^LIZABETH,  by  the  grace  of  God,  queene  of  England,  &c.  To 

“  J _ j  the  right  mightie,  and  right  uidtorious  prince,  the  great  Sophie, 

- emperor  of  the  Persians,  Medes,  Parthians,  Hyrcanes, 
“  Carmanari ANS,  Margians,  of  the  people  on  this  fide,  and,be- 
“  yond  the  river  of  Tygris,  and  of  all  men  and  nations  between  the 
“  Caspian  fea  and  the  gulph  of  Persia,  greeting,  and  moll  happie 
“  increafe  in  all  profperitie. 

By  the  goodnes  of  the  almightie  God,  it  Is  ordayned,  that  thofe  people, 

•  “  which  not  onely  the  huge  dillance  of  land,  and  the  invincible  widenes 
“  of  feas,  but  alfo  the  uery  quarters  of  the  heauens  doe  molle  far  re  fepa- 
‘‘  rate  and  fette  afunder,  may  neverthclelfe  through  good  commendation 

' by  writing,  both  eafe,  and  alfo  communicate  between  them,  not  onely 
the  conceiued  thoughts,  or  deliberations,  and  gratefull  offices  of  huma- 
nitie,  but  alfo  many  commodities  of  mutual  intelligence. 

Therefore,  whereas  our  faithfull,  and  right  well  beloved  fervant  An- 
T  HON  IE  Jenkinson,  bearer  of  thefe  our  letters,  is  determined,  with 
“  our  licenfe,  favour,  and  grace,  to  palTe  out  of  this  our  realme,  and  by 
“  Gods  fufferance  to  travel  even  into  Persia,  and  other  your  jurifdidi- 
“  ons :  we  minde  truely  with  our  good  fauour,  to  fette  forward,  and  ad- 
“  uance,  that  his  right  laudable  purpofe  :  and  the  more  willingly,  for  that 

•  this  his  enterprife  is  grounded  upon  an  honell  intent,  to  eftablilh  trade 
of  merchandize  with  your  fubie^ls,  and  with  other  llrangers  traffiking 

.■u  your  realmes.’ 
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“  Wherefore,  we  have  thought  good,  both  to  write  to  your  maieflye, 
“  and  alfo  to  defire  the  fame  to  uouchfafe  at  our  requeft,  to  grant  to 
“  our  faide  fervant,  Anthonie  Jenkinson,  good  pafports,  and  fafe 
“  conducts j  by  meanes,  and  authoritie  whereof,  it  may  be  free,  and  lawfull 
“  for  him,  together  with  his  familiars,  fervants,  cariage,  merchandize, 
“  and  goods  whatfoever,  through  your  realmes,  dominions,  jurifdidions, 
“  and  prouinces,  freely,  and  without  impeachment,  to  journey,  goe,  paffe, 
“  repaffe,  depart,  and  tarry  fo  long  as  he  fiiall  pleafe,  and  from  thence  to 
“  returne,  whenfoever  he  or  they  fhall  thinke  good.  If  thefe  holye  duties 
“  of  entertainment,  and  fweete  offices  of  naturall  humanitie,  maybe wil- 
“  lingly  concluded,. fincerely  embraced  and  firmely  obferued,  betweene  us, 
“  and  our  realmes,  and  fubiedls,  then  we  doe  hope,  that  the  almightie 
God  will  bring  it  to  paffe,  that  of  thefe  fmall  beginings,  greater  mo- 
“  ments  of  things  fhall  hereafter  fpring,  both  to  our' furnitures  and  ho- 
“  nors,  and.  alfo  to  the  great  commodities  and  ufe  of  our  peoples  :  fo  it 
“  v/ill  be  knowen,  that  neither  the  earth,  the  feas,  nor  the  heauens,  haue 
‘‘  fo  much  force  to  feparate  us,  as  the  godly  difpofition  of  natural  hu- 
“  manitie,  and  mutuall  beneuolence,  haue  to  ioyne  us  ffrongly  together. 

God  grant  unto  your  majeftiei  long  and  happie  felicitie  in  earth,  and 
“  perpetuall  in  heauen.  Dated  in  England,  in  our  famous  citie  of 
“  London,  the  25.  day  of  the  month  of  Aprill,  in -the  yeere  of  the 
creation  of  the  world  5523,  and  of  our  lord  Jesus  Christ,  1561, 
-and  of  our  raigne  the  third.". 

Having  procured  an  introdu(5lion  into  Persia,  Jenkinson  returned 
home  without  any  remarkable  fuccefs.  In  1557  the  Turks  conquered  the 
weftern  coafls  of  the  Caspian  fea,  and,  in  a  great  meafure,  prevented  the 
advancement  of  that  commerce  which  the  merchants  naturally  flattered 
themfelves  would  happen,  in  confequence  of  the  favourable  decree  obtained 
by  Jenkinson  from  Abdallah  Khan,  then  king  of  Shirvan  and 
H  IRC  AN  I  A,  which  laft  we  now  call  Ghilan  3  but  Sh  irvan  was  then 
the  refidence  of  our  fa(5lory.  Several  English  fubjed;s  were  employed  in 
this  traffic,  of  whom  one  Thomas  Alcocke  v/as murdered  in  Persia. 

After- 
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Afterwards  Christopher  Burrough  went  into  Persia  in  1579,  and 
returned  home  in  1581.  He  built  a  velTel  on  the  Volga  at  Niezano- 
voGORODE,  in  which  he  tranfported  feveral  kinds  of  merchandize  as  far 
as  Baku.  At  Niezabad  his  veflel  was  ftranded,  and  great  part  of  his 
cargo  loft.  At  Derbend  he  fold  a  part  of  his  goods  to  the  Turks,  and 
bought  another  veflel  to  bring  home  his  returns  of  raw  ftlk ;  but  either 
through  want  of  experience,  or  conftrained  by  neceflity,  he  came  to 
Russia  fo  late  as  the  month  of  november,  which  occaftoned  his  (hip 
being  cut  to  pieces  by  the  ice :  the  cargo  however  was  faved  in  a  boat,  which 
floating  out  to  fea  with  the  ice,  and  being  in  great  danger  of  periftiing,  was 
at  length  frozen  up.  The  crew  left  the  boat  and  her  cargo,  and  went  in 
fearch  of  afflftance,  but  lofing  their  way  their  lives  were  much  endanger¬ 
ed  by  hunger,  as  well  as  by  a  (bower  of  arrows  from  a  flying  party  of 
Nagai  tartars.  At  length  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  bring  their  cargo 
fafe  to  Astrachan,  and  thus  ended  the  British  Caspian  com¬ 
merce. 

^Occafional  voyages  have  been  flnce made  by  British  fubjecfts,  under 
the  Russ  IA.N  protedion  in  the  clofe  of  the  laft  century,  but  not  with  any 
view  of  eftablifhing  a  trade,  fo  that  I  ftiall  pafs  them  over  in  filence,  as 
not  material. 


CHAP. 
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Monfieiir  de  Thou'^  remarks  upon  English  trade  /V^j-Persi a</«  the 
.days  of  queen  Frederick  duke  ^Holstein’s  etn- 

bajjy  in  1633.  Antient  Russian  and  Armenian  trade  over  Cas¬ 
pian.  Peter  the  great  marches  an  army  into  the  northern pro^ 
vinces  of  Persia  5  and  endeavours  to  ejiablijh  a^large  trade  with  that 
country, 

TO  corroborate  the  authorities  already  mentioned,  I  mufl  beg  leave 
to  infert  a  paflage  concerning  this  fubjedt,  from  the  celebrated 
Monfieur  de  Thou,  who  after  relating  the  eftablifhment  of  a  company  in 
London  to  trade  to  Muscovy,  adds,  “  That  the  profits  of  that  compa- 
ny  were  immenfe,  by  reafon  that  in  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign  the 
“  English  had  the  exclufive  privilege  of  importing  all  manner  of  fo- 
“  reign  commodities  into  Russia.  By  this  privilege  they  were  encouraged 
"  to  vifit  more  carefully  the  feveral  provinces  of  that  vaft  empire,  which 
was  the  means  of  their  difcovering,  that  by  afcending  the  Dwiena 
“  they  might  tranfport  goods  as  far  as  Wologda,  and  from  thence  in 
feven  days  by  land  to  Yerislaw,  from  which  place  they  might  fail 
down  the  Volga,  in  thirty  days  and  nights  to  Astrachan. — En- 
couraged  by  this  fuccefs,  the  English  built  a  fliip  to  navigate  the 
“  Caspian  fea,  which  they  found  full  of  fhallows.  After  croffing  the 
Caspian  they  entered  into  Mazanderan,  and  the  deferts  of  Kho- 
“  razan,  alfo  to  the  extremity  of  Media,  and  proceeded  as  far  as 
Tavrts  and  Casein.  Such  happy  beginnings  gave  them  reafon ‘to 
“  hope  that  they  Ihould  difcover  the  way  to  Cathay  but  the  war 
which  broke  out  between. the  Turks  and -Persians,  hindered  them 
from  pulhing  on  their  difcoveries,  and  defeated  their  moft  fanguine  ex- 
pedlations."’ 


Vol.  I, 


^  The  countries  to  the  eaftward  of  Kieva  and  Bokhara. 
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In  1626,  fir  Robert  Shirley  was  fent  ambafTador  from  the  Eng¬ 
lish  court  to  Abas  the  great,  king  of  Persia.  The  honourable 
impreffions  which  the  Persians  early  entertained  of  this  nation,  may 
be  deduced  from  the  declaration  made  to  that  arhbaffador  by  this  potent 
prince,  the  moft  renowned  of  the  Persian  kings,  viz.  “  That  he  widi’d 
“  the  chriftian  princes  would  not  wage  war  againft  each  other,  for  he  was 
“  fenhble,  their  common  enemy  the  Turk  took  great  advantages  from 
“  thence  3  tho’  by  the  many  defeats  he  had  given  the  Turks,  he  had  con- 
“  vinced  the  world  of  the  fuperiority  of  the  Persian  arms. — That  he 
“  would  deliver  in  Gambroon  10,000  bales  of  hlk,  and  take  the  value 
“  in  English  cloth  for  which  if  he  could  not  find  a  market  in  his  own 
“  kingdom,  he  would  difpofe  of  part  to  his  neighbours ;  for  he  fliould 
“  be  greatly  pleafed  to  deprive  the  Turk  of  the  yearly  cuftoms  which 
he  received  from  the  Persian  kiervans  which  go  to  the  foreiga 
markets  in  Aleppo  j  a  profit  which  he  knew  to  be  fo  confiderable, 
that  the  janizaries  were  fupported  by  it,  and  confequently  that  it  fup- 
plied  his  enemies  with  force  to  fight  againfi;  him. — That  he  efteemed 
“  the  king  of  Great  Britain  as  the  head  of  the  worfiiippers  of 
“  Jesus  Christ,  and  fliould  be  extremely  glad  of  his  friendfhip.”  It 
muft  be  remembered,  that  both  the  Persians  and  Turks  did  in  thofe 
days  receive  fuch  advantages  from  their  commercial  intercourfe,  that  by 
mutual  agreement  caravans  were  fuffered  to  pafs  unmolefted,  during  the 
long  and  inveterate  wars  which  fubfifted  between  thofe  two  nations. 

The  French  formed  a  defign  of  opening  a  trade  from  Archangel 
over  the  Caspian  fea,  in  the  beginning  of  the  lafi:  century,  as  well  as 
in  this,  of  which  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  j  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  carried  either  into  execution.— This  indeed  is  certain,  that 
Freder  I CK  duke  of  Holstein  in  the  year  1633,  fent  a  very  pomp¬ 
ous  and  expenfive  embafiy  to  Shah  She  fie.  After  enduring,  many 

*  Suppofed  to  be  meant  bales  of  feven  batmans  of  1 2*-|  Ib.  English,  not  25  batmans,  as  now  in  ufe; 

^  The  moft  correft  writing  is  kisrvan,  commonly  called  caravan  j  but  as  this  laft  word  is  fo  well  a* 
dopted  with,  us,  I  ihall  prefer  it. 


hard- 
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hardships  and  fufFerings,  the  embafladors  were  £hipwrecked  on  the  weft- 
orn  coafts  of  the  Caspian  fea;  and  being  landed  in  Persia  they  alfo 
met  with  a  variety  of  no  lefs  remarkable  difafters.  I  do  not  find  that  this 
embaffy  had  any  effed  with  regard  to  the  raw  lilk  of  the  northern  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Persia,  though  it  may  be  prefumed  that  the  duke  had  formed 
a  fcheme  of  obtaining  an  ample  fupply  of  this  valuable  commodity,  for 
his  own  manufadlures  in  Holstein. 

•  After  the  Russian  grand  duke  Alexis  Michaelowitz  had  re¬ 
covered  Astrachan  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Tartats,  we  find  a 
large  quantity  of  English  and  Dutch  cloths  bought  by  the  Russi¬ 
ans  and  Armenians  in  Archangel,  for  what  they  called  the  As¬ 
trachan  trade. — For  when  this  place  fell  into  their  hands,  being  fo  ad- 
vantagioufly  fituated,  it  foon  became  a  confiderable  mart,  the  Tartars 
from  feveral  parts  of  thofe  vaft  countries  which  furround  it,  reforting 
thither  for  European  commodities.  Their  trade  was  carried  over  the 
Caspian  into  Persia,  in  thofe  wretched  veflels  which  the  Russians 
at  that  time  built  on  the  Volga  j  forPETERTHE  great  was  then  in 
the  infancy  of  his  power,  and  the  European  manner  of  building  fhips 
had  not  as  yet  been  introduced  into  Russja. 

For  a  great  length  of  time'  we  do  not  find  that  the  Russ  i  an  navigators 
went  farther  than  Niezabad,  from  whence  they  exported  the  filk  of 
Sh  IRVAN.— This  trade  was  however  frequently  interrupted,  both  on  the 
Volga,  and  on  the  coaft  of  the  Caspian,  by  the  Kooban  and  Na- 
GAY  Tartars,  as  well  as  by  the  Cossacks  and  Russian  pirates.— 
Shamakee,  the  capital  of  Shirvan,  on  the  weffcern  coaft  of  the  Cas¬ 
pian,  was  the  refidence  of  the  Russian  merchants,  where  they  drove  a 
confiderable  trade.— But  theLESGEES  having  invaded  Persi  a,  and  plun¬ 
dered  Shamakee  in  1712,  Yevreinoff,  a  Russian  merchant,  loft 
■near  200,000  Crowns.  This  accident  fo  difcouraged  the  Russian  traders, 
that  they  almoft  quitted  the  field  to  the  Armen  ians,  who  were  more  en- 
terprifing  in  commerce,  as  well  as  more  refolute  in  defending  their  property. 
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.  But  how  great  foever  the  encouragements  this  nation  might  have  from 
the  Persians,  we  had  not  lefs  from  Russia,  in  confequence  of  the 
fervices  that  nation  had  received  from  us,. and  the  natural  connediion  we 
had  with  it. — The  czar  Peter  thought  none  had  fo  good  a  right  - to ^ a 
commerce  through  his  country  to  Persia  as  the  Engl  ish,  and  had  con¬ 
ceived  hopes  of  making  it  confiderable  enough  to  engage  our  attention.— 
His  folicitude  in  purfuing  this  fcheme  was  fo  great,  that  he  publifhed  a 
decree  in  1718,  permitting  all  foreigners,'  as  well  as  his  own  fubjedls,  to 
import  raw  (ilk  into  his  dominions  from  Persia,  or  from  any  of  the  coun¬ 
tries  to  the-  eaftward  of  Russia  ;  but  I  could  never  learn  that  this  had 
any  eifedf,  becaufe  foreigners  thought  the  conveyance  dangerous,  if  not 
impradllcable,  and  none  but  Armen  tans  or  Russians  were  fettled  in 
the  northern. parts  of  Persia^  with  a  view  to  carry  on  this  trade; 

Tu®  HMAS,  the  lawful  heir  of  the  Persian  diadem,  being  driven  into 
Khor  ASAN  by  the  invafion  of  Mahmud  ®  and  his  Afghans,  after  the 
death  of  his  father  fultan  Hussein,  who  was  (lain  by  thofe  rebels | 
he  invited  Peter  the  great,  in  1722,  to  come  to  his  affiftance. — 
The  czar  accordingly  made  prodigious  preparations,  and  marched  a  great 
army  along  the  weftern  coaft  of  the  Caspian,  with  which  he  proceeded 
in  perfon  as  far  as  Derbend.— It  is  more  than  probable  that  fo  wife  a 
prince  would  not  have  undertaken  fuch  an  expedition,  but  in  purfuit  of 
hIs  favourite  plan,  of  diredling  the  courfe  of  the  (ilk  trade  through  his 
country.— Indeed  he  had  been  flattered  into  a  perfuafion  that  the  Lesgee 
Tartars  would  fubmit  to  him  ;  but  on  the  contrary  they  harraifed  the 
Russian  army  exceedingly,  and  rendered  their  march  along  the  coafl: 
as  dangerous  as  it  was  fatiguing.— Befide  the  weftern  coaft  of  the  Caspi¬ 
an,  the  czar  took  poffelTion  of  great  part  of  Ghilan  ;  but  the  peafants 
of  that  country  negledled  their  (ilk,  fo  that  very  little  of  this  commodity 
could  be  procured  from  them.  The  warmth  and  dampnefs  of  Ghilan,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  unwholfome  fruits,  rendered  that  province  the  grave  of 
the  Russians  >  for  which  reafon  the  emprefs  Anne  very  prudently  con- 


«  The  fon  of  Mir  Vaez,  chief  of  Candahar. 
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fented  to  evacuate  the  country  in  I734,  without  drawing  any  advantage 
from  it. 

To  return  to  Peter  the  great.  A  few  months  before  his  death 
he  requefted  in  a  particular  manner  of  an  English  merchant  then  on 
his  departure  for  England,  to  treat  with  the  merchants  in  London,  a- 
bout  opening  a  trade  through  his  country  to  Persia  ;  but  this  prince  did 
not  forefee  all  the  difficulties  attending  the  undertaking,  though  he  was  fen* 
fible  of  many  of  them.— His  death  however  put  an  end  to  the  enquiry  at 
that  time  5  and  the  apprehenfions  the  Br  i  t  i  sh  merchants  then  conceiv¬ 
ed  of  the  dangers  which  the  trade  would  be  expofed  to,  proved  a  hind¬ 
rance  to  the  attempt,  till  the  year  1738,  when  an  unexpected  incident 
happened,  which  opened  a  new  fcene  of  commercial  adventures. 


G  H  A  P.  III. 

Mr,  Elton’j  propofal  in  1738,  to  the  English  faBon  in  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  to  open  a  trade  through  Russia  into  Persia. — Mr.  EuTON’r 
employment  m  the fervice^  i?2  iy25i  journey  /Vo  Per¬ 

sia  in  1739. 

SUCH  was  the  fituation'of  affairs,  with  regard,  to  the  Caspian  com¬ 
merce,  when  Mr.  John  Elton,  who  had  been  bred  to  the  fea  fer- 
vice,  made  a  propofal  in  1738,  to  fome  of  the  British  faCtors  in  St.  Pe- 
•^tersburg,  to  carry  on  a  trade  through  Russia  into  Persia,  by  way  of 
the  Caspian  fea.  As  this  gentleman  makes  a  confiderable  figure  in  thefe 
papers,  the  reader,  in  all  probability,  will  be  curious  to  have  fome  account 
of  him,  and  of  the  motives  which  induced  him  to  engage  in  this  under- 

^  Richard  Mainvva  RING. 

taking. 


14  JOHN  ELTON’S  PROPOSAL  FOR  A  Parti. 

taking. — I  fhall  therefore,  to  gratify  fo  reafonable  a  curiofity,  infert  the 
following  account,  extracted  from  that  which  he  gave  of  himfelf  to  the 
British  merchants,  at  the  time  of  his  making  this  propofal. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1735,  Mr.  Elton  was  fent  by  the  court 
of -Russia  to  affift  in  the  Orenburg  expedition  in  the  rank  of  a  fea  cap¬ 
tain  .—This  expedition  was  com  manded  by  general  WassillieNekietish 
Tattischeff,  and  was' intended  to  eftablifh  an  efFe(5tual  barrier  againft 
the  Tartars,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  to  afcertain  and  cover  the  fouth 
eaft  frontiers  of  the  empire^  by  building  fortifications,  and  making  fmall 
fettlements  on  the  rivers  Samara,  andYAEiK;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
open  a  communication  betwixt  the  city  of  Samara  on  the  river  Volga, 
crofs  the  Step.s  quite  to  Siberia,  the  diftance  of  about  800  English 
miles.  Thefe  fortifications  are  at  feveral  diftances  from  20  to  40  Russian 
werfis,  according  to  the  maps  inferted,  with  garrifons  of  100,  200;  or 
300  men  j  but  thefe  fettlements  are-not  yet  all  made  K 

This  it  was  prefumed  would  give  a  check  to  the  inroads  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Tartars,  particularly  the  Kiergeese,  and,  in  time,  become  a 
means, of  civilizing  them. — It  was  alfo  imagined,  thatafafe  road  through 
.their  country  to  the  great  and  lefier  Bokhara,  might  be  difcovered  frohi 
fome  of  thefe  new  fettlements.  In  order  to  accomplilh  this  end,  it  was 
refolved  that  captain  Elton  fhould  be  fent  to  explore  and  examine  the 
lake  Aral,  which  lies  to  the  eaflward  of  the  Caspian  ;  but  he  could 
never  penetrate  thither,  being  prevented  by  the  inteftine  broils  which  then 
broke  out  among  the  Baskierkie  Tartars',  who  though  they  have 
'been  reputed  fubjetfls  to  the  empire  of  Russia  above  a  hundred  years, 
jet,-  within  that  period,  have  frequently  rebelled.  So  that  Mr.  Elton 
Ibeing  difappointed  in  this  defign,  employed  himfelf  whilft  he  continued 

it  The  common  name  in  Russia  for  a  defert  country. 

The  reader  will  cbferve  what  countries  border  on' thefe  fettlements,  by  the  two  charts,  N*  H. 
«nd  in.  annexed,  which  are  part  of  a  manufcript.raap,  But  being  of  a  very  large  fize,  I  have  divided 
it  into  threo. 
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in  the  Russian  fervice,  during  the  Orenburg  expedition,  in  laying  down 
fome  part  of  the  great  rivers,  Bella,  Kama,  Volga,  and  Yaeik,  and 
feveral  conliderable  rivers  that  fall  into  them ;  and  in  drawing  a  geogra¬ 
phical  map  of  the  fouth  eaft  frontiers,  from  the  fprings  of  the  Yaeik, 
which  rife  out  of  the  mountains  on  the  confines  of  Siberia.— He  traced 
that  river  to  the  city  of  Yaeik,  through  its  courfe  of  near  600  English 
miles  5  and  from  Yaeik,  to  the  city  of  Samara,  which  is  150  English 
miles,  all  through  a  defert. 

In  this  manner  he  fpent  four  years,  which  afforded  him  a  conftant  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  converfing  with  the  different  forts  of  roving  Tartars,  who  inha¬ 
bit  thofe  vafi:  and  uncultivated  countries  that  lye  betwixt  Bokhara  and  the 
wefiern  boundaries  of  Siberia;  andlikewife  with  the  Sarts,  who  are  civi¬ 
lized  trading  Tartars,  and  live  in  Bokhara,  and  in  the  other  cities  to  the 
eaftward.— Of  thefe  there  are  confiderable  numbers,  who  annually  crofs 
the  Step,  from  the  cities  of  Khieva  and  Bokhara,  as  well  as  from 
Torcustand,  Tashkund,  Khojend,  &c,  to  fome  of  the  new  Russi¬ 
an  fettlements.-— There  were  many  Yaeik  Cossacks  during  this  fpace 
under  his  command,  who  were  taken  prifoners  in  the  unhappy  expedition 
of  prince  Beckawitz,  which  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention  more  particu¬ 
larly  hereafter,  and  who  had  been  flaves  feveral  years  in  Bokhara.  From 
the  converfation  he  had  with  thofe  people,  he  conceived  a  ftrong  notion,, 
that  if  a  fafe  road  could  be  firuck  out  to  thofe  cities,  a  very  advantageous 
trade  might  be  carried  on  with  them,  and  great  quantities  of  woollen  goods 
vended.— But  at  length  he  found  it  was  abfolutely  impracticable  to  crofs 
the  Step  from  any  of  thofe  new  fettlements  on  the  Yaeik  to  Khieva  V 
Torcustand,  Tashkund,  &c.  on  account  of  the  perpetual  excurfions 
of  the  Kiergeese,  Kharakhulpacks  and  Khivinskie  Tartars,  who 
inhabit  the  Step,  and  are  continually  plundering  each  other.— -He  con¬ 
cluded  therefore  that  the  only  fafe  and  eafy  pafifage  to  Bokhara,  lay 
down  the  river  Volga,  and  acrofs  the  Caspian  to  Astrabad,  or  to 
fome  other  port  in  the  fouth  eaft  bottom  of  that  fea. 

*  Commonly  wrote  Khiva.  I  endeavour  to  adapt  the  orthography  to  the  true  pronunciation. 

Having 
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Having  thus  contraded  a  ftrong  inclination  to  vifit  Bokhara,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Petersburg,  in  January  1738,  and  quitted  her  imperial  majef- 
ty’s  fervice  with  feme,  difguft,  not  having  been  promoted  as  he  expe<^ted. 
Immediately  upon  his  taking  this  ftep,  he  began  to  entertain  thoughts  of 
going  amongft  the  black  Khalmucks,  to  the  eaftward  of  Khieva,  from 
whence  gold  and  other  precious  commodities  were  brought  into  Europe. 
_ Thefe  people  had  their  ambafladors  at  that  time  at  the  court  of  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg,  who  flattered  fome  foreigners  with  hopes  of  meeting  with  a 
kind  reception  in  their  country.  This  deflgn,  which  I  fuppofe  was  looked 
upon  as  a  little  extravagant,  did  not  take  place  ;  however  he  flill  perfifled  in 
his  views  of  making  fome  new  and  profitable  commercial  difeovery.  After 
fbme  time  he  brought  his  project  to  bear,  for  having  cultivated  a  good 
underftanding  with  the  British  factors  in  St.  Petersburg,  and  entered 
into  a  clofe  conjundlion  with  Mr.  Mungo  Gr^me,  a  young  Scotsman, 
they  obtained  credit,  and  a  fmall  cargo  of  goods  proper  for  Khieva  and 
Bokhara.— With  thefe  they  fet  out  the  beginning  of  the  next  year  upon 
this  expedition,  of  which  as  it  is  remarkable,  abounds  with  very  curious 
incidents,  and  contains  many  ufeful  particulars  relating  to  the  fubjedt  of 
thefe  papers,  I  fhall  give  a  fuccin^  narrative  of  it,  faithfully  extracted 
from  his  own  journal. 


iC  n  A  p.  IV. 


Mr.  Elton’5  journal from  Mosco  till  his  arrival  at  Reshd. 

“  Mosco  the  14th  of  March  1739,  and  travellell  240 

tt  y  Y  werfls  ^  with  fledges  to  Murom,  a  city  fituated  on  the  north 
“  _bank  of  the  river  Occa.— This  river  is  very  conliderable,  and  falls  into 

^  A  werll  is  |  of  an  English  mile. 


the 
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“  the  VOLGA  at  niezanovogorode.  The  ice  was  yet  fubfifting,  but 
full  of  holes,  and  rotten  j  however  as  it  was  then  a  hard  froft,  clear  and 
moonlight,  we  ventured  to  traverfe  it  at  midnight,  and  got  fafe  over. 
''  From  thence  we  proceeded  about  160  werfts  to  the  city  arsamas,  here 
we  found  the  rivulets  much  fwelled  with  the  melting  of  the  fnow,  and 
the  ice  broken  up,  fo  that  \ve  could  not  continue  our  journey  till  the  wa- 
ters  abated,  and  it  was  convenient  to  travel  with  waggons  on  wheels, 
c‘  with  which  we  had  a  fair  opportunity  to  provide  ourfelves.  The  latter 
part  of  our  journey  proved  as  tedious  to  us,  as  it  was  fatiguing  to  our 
horfes,  being  frequently  obliged,  by  the  'overflowing  of  the  waters,  to 
“  leave  the  main  road  and  go  far  about.  Two  of  our  horfes  died  with  fa- 
“  tigue,  and  the  refl:  were  greatly  harraffed.  We  arrived  at  arsamas  the 
“  2ifl:,  and  took  up  our  quarters  in  an  adjacent  village. 
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The  4th  of  -April  we  provided  ourfelves  with  waggons  and  frefli  carri-^ 
ers,  and  finding  the  waters  almofl;  drained  off  the  land,  we  departed  for 
SARATOFF. — Our  courfe  being  to  the  fouth  eafl:,  travelling  began  to  be 
pleafant,  the  fummer  advanced,  and  the  roads  grew  every  day  better  on 
the  STEP,  where  we  found  great  plenty  of  wild  ducks,  fnipes,  heath- 
cocks,  and  other  birds,  of  which  we  fhot  more  than  enough  to  fupply  us, 
and  lived  wholly  on  game.  But  there  was  yet  no  grafs  on  the  step,  fo 
that  during  our  four  days  travelling  over  it,  we  were  obliged  to  carry  hay 
and  corn  for  our  horfes  :  however  we  fhould  have  found  it  very  agreeable^ 
but  that  one  or  other  of  us  was  conftrained  to  be  continually  on  the  watch, 
for  fear  of  a  furprize.  There  are  houfes  called  zaimoras,  built  for  the 
accommodation  of  travellers  in  winter,  about  20  werfts  diflant.  In  thefe 
cottages  we  were  forced  to  take  up  our  lodgings,  water  in  other  places 
being  very  fcarce.  Thefe  zaimoras  are  harbours  for  rogues,  as  well  as 
for  honefl;  travellers,  which  obliged  us  to  be  more  than  ufual  on  our  guard  j 
neither  could  we  put  any  confidence  in  our  waggoners.  We  had  only  two 
RUSSIAN  fervants  with  us,  fo  that  we  divided  ourfelves  in  the  night  into 
two  watches,  a  method  which  we  afterwards  continued  all  the  way  down 
the  VOLGA, 

VoL.  L  C  “  April 
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“  April  the  15th.  We  arrived  at  the  city  of  saratoff,  and  waited  on  the 
“  WEYVODE  ^ }  we  found  great  difficulty  to  get  quarters,  the  town  having 
“  been  burnt  about  a  year  before.  As  the  Armenians,  whom  we  were  in 
‘‘  hopes  to  have  found  here,  had  failed  two  days  before  ;  we  were  much 
“  didrefled  how  to  get  a  paffiage,  no  veffiel  being  obtainable  but  large  boats 
which  were  bound  down  the  volga  with  meal,  and  might  probably 
“  be  a  month  in  their  palTage  to  astrachan.  The  large  lotkas"“  and  ca- 
**  noes,  which  ufed  to  be  here  in  great  numbers,  were  either  gone  or  going 
on  the  fturgeon  fiffiery,  and  could  not  be  either  hired  or  purchafed  on  any 
“  terms.  Thus  we  were  under  the  drongefl  difficulty  imaginable  how  to 
“  get  to  ASTRACHAN  time  enough  to  fecure  our  paffage  over  the  cas- 
**  PIAN. 

While  wc  were  under  this  dilemma,  a  vefTel  arrived  with  paffiengers 
^  from  SAMARA,  and  being  informed  that  there  was  a  lotka  belonging 
“  to  her,  bad  as  fhe  was,  we  determined  to  buy  her.  The  reader  will 
“  eafily  comprehend  what  fhe  was,  by  the  inconfiderable  price  of  three 
rubles  and  an  half,  which  we  gave  for  her.  It  required  two  days  to  pre- 
“  pare  her  for  the  voyage ;  in  the  mean  time  we  engaged  five  hands  to  go 
with  us  to  ASTRACHAN.  The  third  day  we  put  our  goods  and  part  of 
“  our  baggage  and  provifions  on  board  5  but  the  far  greateft  part  of  the  latter 
we  were  forced  to  take  out  again  to  be  fent  after  us  by  the  firfi:  opportu- 
nity,  for  there  was  only  room  for  our  oars,  and  two  of  us  to  fit  in  the 
‘‘  fiern.  When  we  all  got  into  the  boat,  being  now  ten  in  number,  fhe  fwam 
‘‘  fo  deep  that  we  were  extremely  irrefolute  whether  to  proceed  in  her  or 
“  not.  But  fenfible  of  the  fingular  advantage  of  joining  the  Armenians, 
“  who  were  gone  before  us,  defirous  alfo  to  crofs  the  Caspian  in  the  fame 
“  vefTel  with  them,  and  perfuaded  that  if  we  miffed  this  opportunity,  we 
“  might  lofe  half  the  fummer  before  another  vefTel  failed  for  reshd,  or 
“  that  arriving  there  late  in  the  feafon,  we  might  be  forced  to  winter  in  ghi- 
“  LAN  i  we  ufed  our  utmoft  expedition  in  difpatching  all  things  for  our  de- 
parture,  and  refolved  to  proceed  with  her.  On  the  fecurity  of  our  little 

1  The  chief  magiftrate,  who  afted  as  governor.  “  Boats  fo  called. 
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“  cargo  all  our  hopes  of  opening  a  trade  depended ;  and  to  arrive  at  astra- 
‘‘  CHAN  with  our  goods  damaged,  was  the  fame  as  not  to  arrive  there  at 
“  all.  Thefe  difficulties  made  us  forget  the  dangers,  to  which  we  were  ex- 
‘‘  pofed  from  a  party  of  pirates,  who  we  were  informed  hovered  about  zo- 
‘‘  LOTOVA.  We  had  fire  arms  more  than  fufficient,  and  not  hearing  that 
thefe  robbers  were  as  yet  provided  with  them,  we  made  no  queftion  of 
‘‘  our  capacity  of  defending  ourfelves  in  cafe  they  fhould  attack  us. 

“  April  the  20th.  We  fet  fail,  and  left  saratoff,  but  were  detained  fome 
‘‘  hours  every  day  by  contrary  winds,  which  .blew  freffi  j  this  obliged  us  to 
“  go  very  near  the  entrance  of  zolotova  inlet,  which  on  a  hidden  brought 
‘‘  us  in  fight  of  a  party  of  at  leah  40  perfons,  who  were  on  the  bank  with 
“  fix  large  boats.  We  inftantly  flood  to  our  arms,  and  demanded  who  they 
“  were,  they  anfwered  that  they  belonged  to  nisnanovogorode,  and 
“  were  going  to  astrachan.  We  rowed  down  about  a  mile  lower,  and 
“  went  affiore,  but  before  we  had  well  landed,  the  crew  of  one  of  the  fuf- 
“  peded  boats  put  ofiF,  and  came  diredly  down  to  us  j  but  as  we  kept  our 
“  people  under  arms,  ffie  held  on  her  way  down  the  volga.  We  met 
“  with  many  alarms  of  the  like  kind  in  our  pafTage,  fometimes  from  the 
‘‘  RUSSIANS,  fometimes  from  the  khalmucks  j  and  the  winds  being  often 
‘‘  contrary,  and  our  boat  fo  very  deep  laden,  we  were  frequently  obliged  to 
“  make  fafi;  to  the  fhore,  by  which  means  it  was  a  fortnight  before  we  reach - 
ed  astrachan,  where,  as  may  be  very  eafily  conceived,  we  arrived 
thoroughly  fatigued ;  fince  there  was  no  room  to  lye  down  in  the  boat, 
‘‘  and  to  fleep  fitting  was  almofl:  as  bad  as  being  without  fleep  j  befides,  the 
“  danger  of  being  furprized,  permitted  us  to  take  at  the  moft  only  broken 
“  flumbers. 

“  May  the  4th,  being  at  astrachan,  we  fecured  our  boat,  and,  after 
“  taking  our  reft,  landed  our  goods  and  baggage.  Here  we  found  the  arme- 
“  nians  whom  we  fo  much  defired  to  join  j  they  intended  to  load  their  goods 
“  one  of  the  vefTels  belonging  to  the  crown,  which  was  to  fail  for  reshd 
“  in  three  weeks.  In  this  interval  we  informed  ourfelves-  of  the  nature  of 
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“  the  PERSIAN  trade,  and  how  it  was  carried  on  by  the  Russians,  as  well 
‘‘  as  the  ARMENIANS.  The  latter  fufpeding  our  defign  were  very  (hy  An 
“  giving  us  information  ;  and  as  we  eafily  perceived  this,  we  could  not  rely 
on  what  they  faid.  They  acknowledged  however,  that  the  trade  from 
“  ASTRACHAN  to  PERSIA  had  hitherto  been  free  and  open;  that  foreign 
“  merchants  importing  goods  into  Persia,  might  carry  them  to  what  mar- 
“  ket  they  liked  beft,  and  difpofe  of  them  to  whom  they  pleafedj  but  that 
‘‘  this  year  all  goods  brought  to  reshd  were  obliged  to  be  fold  there;  and 
“  that  the  shah’s  fon  would  not  permit  any  one  to  buy  them,  except  his 
‘‘  own  merchants ;  for  although  they  might  keep  their  goods,  if  they  did 
“  not  like  the  price  which  thofe  merchants  offered,  yet  they  were  not  al- 
“  lowed  to  carry  them  to  any  other  market,  or  permitted  to  fell  them  to  any/ 
“  other  perfon ;  and  that  the  shah’s  fon  had  engroffed  all  the  raw  filk  to 
«  himfelf,  fo  that  this  commodity  was  to  be  procured  only  of  his  mer- 
‘‘  chants. 

Things  being  thus  circumftanced,  we  determined  to  proceed  diredlly 
“  from  ASTRACHAN  to  KHiEVA,  and  thence  to  Bokhara,  for  which 
‘‘  places  the  goods  we  had  with  us  were  very  proper.  Here  was  a  veffel 
“  bound  for  cape  karaganskoi,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Caspian,  from* 
whence,  by  traverfing  the  step,  in  about  ten  days  we  might  arrive  at 
“  KHIEVA,  and  proceed  from  thence  to  Bokhara.  Two  Russian  fac- 
“  tors  intended  to  make  this  voyage,  as  well  as  feveral  khivinskie  tar- 
“  tars,  who  came  in  the  fame  veffel  from  cape  'karaganskoi  the  year 
“  before.— We  were  defirous  to  fee  Bokhara,  and  from  thence  to  come 
“  home  through  Persia,  thinking  ourfelves  fecure  of  felling  our  goods 
“  there  for  a  confiderable  profit,  and  in  the  right  road  at  the  fame  time  of 
“  gaining  a  tolerable  acquaintance  with  a  country  fo  little  known  to  eu- 
“  ROPEANs,  and  of  carrying  on  a  trade  in  which  we  chiefly  placed  our 
hopes.  But  we  found  the  veffel  old  and  crazy,  and  were  told,  that  in 
“  paffing  the  step  to  khieva,  we  fhould  run  the  greatefl:  hazard  of  being 
“  plundered  and  fold  forflaves:  for  though  the  khan  of  the  tartars 
**  fhould,  on  notice  of  this  veffel’s  arrival,  fend  a  fmall  efcort*  to  meet  and 
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“  protect  the  caravan,  yet  this  was  a  flender  fecurity,  fince  as  the  tartars 
“  “are  crafty  and  fubtle,  and  wonderfully  {killed  in  ftratagems,  he  might  at  the 
“  fame  time  fend  a  much  ftronger  party  to  plunder  it.  But  what  prevailed 
“  on  us  moft  to  defift  from  this  expedition,  was  the  certain  intelligence  wc 
had  of  the  Persians  invading , that  country;  fo  that  had  we  arrived  fafe 
‘‘  at  KHiEVA  and  Bokhara,  there  could  be  but  little  hopes  of  our  return- 
“  ing  home  by  the  way  of  Persia  ;  and  thus  the  principal  end  of  our 
“  journey  would  have  been  defeated.  We  now  therefore  turned  our  eyes 
“  diredlly  towards  Persia,  though  even  on  that  fide  we  had  but  a  gloomy 
“  profped,  and  obferving  that  the  Armenians  diipped  off  goods  for  reshd? 

it  encouraged  us  to  run  the  fame  rifk,  as  without  fome  rilk  nothing  could 
“  be  done. 

“  May  the  23d.  Being  informed  by  the  lieutenant,  „ who  was  the  corrli 
mander  of  the  admiralty,  that  a  veffel  belonging  to  the  empress  was  on  de- 
“  parture  for  reshd,  we  immediately  put  our  goods  and  baggage  aboard  her^ 
and  proceeding  down  the  volga,  the  next  day  we  arrived  at  yerkie. 
‘‘  A  midfhipman,  who  was  the  commanding  officer  there,  gave  us  the  befl 
“  quarters  he  could  procure.  The  houfes  in  that  place  are  very  mean,  ex- 
‘‘  cept  that  belonging  to  the  admiralty,  which  conhfts  of  four  rooms,  where 
“  four  midlhipmen  were  lodged.  _  We  arrived  at  yerkie  five  days  before 
“  the  ARMENIANS,  and  were  forced  to  remain  there  four  days  longer,  be- 
‘‘  fore  they  had  loaded  their  goods,  and  the  veffel  could  be  put  into  a  condi- 
y  tion  to  fail. 

“  June  the  3d.  Having  left  yerkie  in  fair  weather  and  a  calm,  we 
“  drove  with  the  ftream  over  the  bar.  After  a  paffage  of  14  days,  we  ar- 
“  rived  fafe  in  enzellee  road,  and  the  next  day  got  over  that  bar,  and  en- 
tered  the  haven. 

“  The  next  day  we  warped  over  enzellee  lake,  and  came  to  perri- 
“  BAZAR,  a  fmall  village  on  the  fouth  bank  of  the  lake.  Here  the  per- 
“  SIAN  cuftom-houfe  officers  had  their  ftation,  and  all  the  goods  defign- 
‘‘  ed  for  RESHD  are  landed. 


CHAP. 


[  22  ] 


I 


C  H  A  P.  V. 


:\Mr.  eltonV  journal  continued^  from  his  arrival  at  reshd  till  his  obtain-^ 

■  ing  a  decree  of  riza  kouli  myrza,  the  regent  of  Persia,  in  favour 
of  the  BRITISH  merchants, 

<«  X  U  N  E  the  2  ift.  We  landed  our  goods  and  baggage,  and  after  they  had 
“  been  vihted  by  the  cuftom -houfe  officers,  we  proceeded  diredtly  with 
them  to  RESHD,  which  is  eight  English  miles  dillant.  The  goods  were 
“  lodged  in  the  cuftom -houfe,  and  remained  there  about  three  days,  in  which 
‘‘  time  they  were  opened,  viewed,  valued,  and  delivered  to  us  j  the  duty 
“  was  5  per  cent,  on  their  valuation,  the  amount  of  which  they  left  at  our 
«  pleafure  to  difcharge  when  we  thought  fit.  We  were  obliged  to  take  up 
“  lodgings  in  a  very  indifferent  caravanferai  j  indeed  the  beft  of  them  are  very 
“  mean,  the  rooms  having  no  light  but  from  the  door,  fo  that  they  appeared 
“  like  the  cells  of  a  jail  in  our  own  country.  But  at  length  we  procured  a 
‘‘  houfe,  in  a  fituation  fo  pleafant  that  it  feemed  a  heaven  to  us.  Our  great- 
“  efl  concern  now  was,  in  what  charadler  to  adt,  being  fuch  entire  ftrang- 
“  ers,  and  the  firft:  Englishmen  that  were  known  to  have  come  hither  o- 
t'  ver  the  Caspian  on  account  of  trade.  As  it  was  moft  agreeable  to  our 
“  inclinations,  fo  it  was  our  primary  intention,  to  live  privately,  and  re- 
turn  home  unobferved ;  but  this  we  found  to  be  a  fcheme  abfolutely 
“  impradticable,  for  the  joulfa  Armenians  "at  astrachan,  as  well  as 
“  thofe  who  came  over  in  the  fame  veffel  with  us,  being  much  alarmed 
'  “  at  the  notions  which,  through  jealoufy  and  fear,  they  had  formed  of  our 
“  defign,  had  acquainted  every  body  who  we  were,  particularly  the  gover- 
‘‘  nor  of  the  province  of  ghilan,  whom  we  were  well  affured  they  had  en- 
“  deavoured  to  prejudice  againfl  us.  In  this  fituation  we  laboured  to  pro- 
‘‘  cure  the  -very  beft:  information  we  could,  of  the  difpofition  and  temper 
•  of  the  PERSIANS,  and  determined  to  adt  in  our  proper  charadter  as  mer- 
chants.  Thi^  refolution  being  once  formed,  to  prevent  his  fending  to  en- 

“  quire 


*  Inhabitants  of  joulfa  near  Isfahan. 
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“  quire  after  us,  we  waited  on  the  mustapha,  who  commanded  the  city  in 
“  his  abfence.  We  informed  him  that  we  were  Englishmen,  come  with 

a  fmall  cargo  of  English  cloth,  to  fee  how  it  would  fell  in  ghilan,  and 
‘‘  to  buy  raw  filk  ;  that  if,  upon  the  experiment,  we  fhould  find  it  anfwer, 
“  our  defign  was  to  engage  largely  in  the  trade,  and  efiablifli  a  factory  in 
“  GHILAN;  that  as  one  of  us  was  a  feaman®,  as  well  as  merchant,  it  was 
“  proper  to  take  a  furvey  of  the  Caspian,  that  we  might  know  if  it  was 
‘‘  navigable,  and  how  far  we  might  venture  our  goods  on  it ;  alfo  to  enquire 

if  the  veflels-that  now  traverfed  the  Caspian  were  to  be  trufted,  or  whe- 
‘‘  ther  we  fhould  be  obliged  to  have  velTels  of  our  own. 

“  To  which  the  mustapha  p  replied,  that  the  shah  was  a  great  encou- 
“  rager  of  trade,  without  doubt,  would  favour  our  defign;  that  we 
“  might  depend  on  indulgence  and  protection  in  all  things  we  could  reafon- 
‘‘  ably  defire ;  and  that  he  would  immediately  make  a  report  of  us  to  the 
“  VIZIR  %  who  was  in  the  country.  The  favourable  manner  in  which, 
“  our  project  was  received,  gave  us  great  pleafure ;  however  we  thought 

it  neceflary  to  pay  our  refpeCts  to  the  vizir  himfelf,  as  foon  as  poflible. 

^  ♦ 

“  June  the  27th,  Having  provided  ourfelves  with  horfes,  we  fet  out  for 
“  LAHijAN,  a  city  about  50  werfls  to  the  eaftward  of  reshd,  where  the 
“  VIZIR  had  a  country  feat,  the  heats  being  much  more  moderate  there  than 
‘‘  at  RESHD.  It  was  late  in  the  evening  when  we  arrived  at  lahijan.  Our 
‘‘  guide  and  interpreter,  who  was  a  Persian  that  fpoke  Russ,  carried  us  di- 
“  reClly  to  the  calentar  %  whofe  eldefi:  fon  received  us  very  civilly.  When 
‘‘  the  calentar  came  home,  he  repeated  the  compliments  which  his  fon 
“  had  made  us,  ordered  fupper,  and  appointed  us  an  apartment  in  his  houfe. 
‘‘  After  fupper  we  retired,  and  were  followed  by  the  calentar’s  eldefi:  fon; 
‘‘  who  brought  two  of  his  countrymen  with  him.  Finding  that  they  drank 

®  Here  Mr.  Elton  firll  made  a  difcovery  of  what  he  ought  in  all  prudence  to  have  concealed. 

>  Signifies  a  writer;  there  are  of  different  orders. 

'  Vifir  is  the  next  officer  to  the  governor. 

^  Town-cicrk. 
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flrong  liquors,  and  had  excellent  lemon-juice,  we  treated  them  with  punch, 
which  lafled  till  midnight,  at  which  time  our  brandy  was  near  expended  j 
'  for  we  did  not  expect  to  find  any  admirers  of  ftrong  liquors  among  the  na- 

tiveS  of  PERSIA. 

‘‘  June  the  28th,  About  fun-rife  we  waited  on  the  vizir,  having  previoufly 
“  fent  our  prefent,  as  no  perfon  in  that  country  appears  before  a  great  man, 
“  for  the  firft  time,  without  a  gift  of  fome  kind  or  other.  He  received  us 
‘‘  very  kindly,  bidding  us  welcome ;  and  immediately  chairs  were  brought 
“  us  to  fit  down.  Our  interpreter  informed  him  who  we  were,  and  on 
“  what  account  we  came  into  Persia,  and  begged  in  our  names  the  favour 
of  his  protection.  He  anfwered,  that  as  we  were  ftrangers,  fo  he  reck- 
“  oned  us  his  guefts ;  and  therefore  had  we  not  come  about  any  particular 
bufinefs,  it  was  his  duty  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  ferve  us :  that  as  to  our 
“  defign,  he  would  talk  to  us  about  it,  when  he  came  to  reshd,  and  then 
‘‘  he  would  forthwith  make  a  report  to  the  shah,  who  he  was  afifured  would 
not  fail  to  fhew  us  favour.  He  entertained  us  with  coffee,  tea,  and  fweet- 
‘‘  meats,  but  excufed  himfelf  that  he  could  not  afk  us  to  dine  with  him  that 
“  day,  becaufe  he  was  to  go  immediately  to  reshd  ^  however  he  defired  that 
“  we  would  reft  ourfelves  with  the  calentar,  who  would  be  very  glad  of 
“  our  company.  The  houfe  of  the  vizir  flood  at  the  weft  end  of  a  large  ob- 
“  long  court,  of  green  turf,  enclofed  with  a  wall,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
**  circumference.  The  eaft  end  of  the  houfe  was  a  large  covered  gallery, 
in  which' is  a  fountain,  and  frqm  whence  we  had  the  command  of  a  coun- 
try  that  would  have  afforded  an  excellent  landfkip,  the  profpeCl  to  the 
“  eaftward  and  the  adjacent  lands,  being  interfperfed  with  mountains,  woods, 
and  vales,  fo  that  nothing  could  be  more  delightful.  At  the  farther  end  of 
the  gallery  fat  the  vizir,  on  each  fide  of  him  feveral  Persians  of  diftinCtion, 
-who,  fmoaking  their^calean,  obferved  a  profound  filence.  The  vizir  had 
“  the  command  of  a  jooo  men ;  in  theabfenceof  the  governor  he  has  a 
“  guard  of  100  men,  whom  he  ordered  to  be  drawn  up  under  the  gallery, 
in  two  dines  facing  each  other,  intending  it  as  a  compliment  lo  us. 
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«  We  then  returned  to  the  calentar’s  houfe,  with  whom  we  were 
«  now.  become  in  fome  meafure  acquainted ;  and  retired  to  our  apart- 
“  ments  when  we  pleafed.  Curiofity  to  fee  us  encreafed  the  number 
“  of  his  gueds :  Among  feveral  perfons  of  note  there  came  three  aftrolo- 
gers,  who  were  dreffed  in  white,  with  large  turbants  of  the  fame  co- 
“  lour.  The  Persians  to  this  day  are  great  lovers  of  aftrology,  and  pay 
a  profound  refped:  to  the  profeffors  of  it,  relying  much  on  their  predic- 
“  tionsj  we  fhewed  them  a  particular  regard,  and  the  more  as  we  ap- 
«  prehended  they  were  fent  by  the  vizir,  on  purpofeto  give  their  opinion 
of  us.  Our  interpreter,  without  our  knowledge,  had  informed  them 
cc  that  JOHN  ELTON  ^  was  a  proficient  in  aftronomy,  which  induced  one 
«  of  them  to  fend  us,  by  way  of  prefent,  a  Persian  Kalender  very  fair- 
ly  written.  The  vizir  having  ordered  his  fervants  to  kill  a  deer,  of 
«  which  there  are  great  plenty  in  the  neighbouring  mountains,  at  noon 
“  they  returned  with  a  fat  buck,  on  part  of  which  we  fupped  that  night. 

«  Next  morning  we  took  leave  of  the  calentar,  and  returned  to 
«  reshd,  not  without  being  much  incommoded  by  the  heat,  otherwife 
this  would  have  been  a  very  pleafant  journey.  On  every  fide  we  faw 
“  groves  of  all  kinds  of  fruit  trees,  and  gardens  abounding  with  water- 
melons,  which  were  now  in  feafon.  The  number  of  fmall  trenches, 
«  that  convey  running  water  to  the  rice  fields,  yield  a  very  refrefliing 
“  fight  in  thofe  extreme  heats;  and  frequently  allayed  our  thirfl. 

‘‘  July  the  ift.  This  afternoon  we  waited  on,  the  vizir,  and  repeated 
“  to  him  the  view  of  our  coming  into  Persia,  upon  which  we  had 
a  long  difeourfe  with  him  j  the  refult  was,  that  with  regard  to  the 
“  goods  w^e  now  brought  with  us,  the  shah’s  merchant  would  buy  them, 
“  and  give ’as  much  as  any  other  perfon  j  and  if  we  pleafed  we  might  go 
to  the  shah’s  fon  at  mesched,  and  negotiate  our  own  affairs  5  but  we 
had  already  intimated  that  fo  long  a  journey  did  not  fuit  with  our  prefent 

*  It  mufl;  be  obferved,  that  this  journal,  though  more  immediately  given  by  j.  elton,  is  wrote  in 
the  plural  as  from  him,  and  his  companion  cr  /eme  alfo. 

VoL.  L  D  5^  fituation: 
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fituation  :  he  then  hinted  to  us,  that  if  we  would  draw  up  a  petition, 

‘‘  explaining  what  thofe  privileges  were  vyhich  we  defired,  he  would 
«  diredly  forward  it  to  the  shah’s  fon,  who  he  alTured  us  would  not  he- 
“  fitate  to  grant  a  decree  in  our  favour.  Having  fo  fair  an  oppprtuni- 
“  ty,  and  finding  the  Persian  trade  would  anfwer,  we  immediately 
“  embraced  the  vizir’s  offer,  and  returned  him  our  thanks,  telling  him 
“  that  we  would  draw  up  a  petition  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  lay  it  before 
“  him  for  his  approbation. 

“  After  taking  our  leave  of  the  vizir,  we  went  to  the  shah’s  merchant, 
with  whom  we  difcourfed  for  a  long  time.  He  enquired  particularly  a- 
“  bout  the  nature  of  our  trade,  whether  the  company  of  English  mer- 
chants,  who  traded  to  St.  Petersburg,  was  the  fame  that  traded  to  is- 
“  FAHAN,  by  way  of  east  India.  We  anfwered  all  his  queflions  to  ' 
“  fatisfadtion,  and  informed  him  of  what  had  paffed  in  our  converfation 
“  with  the  VIZIR,  and  our  intention  of  fending  a  petition  to  the  shah’s  fon 
“  at  MESCHED,  to  defire  his  protedtion,  and  a  free  trade  into  his  domini- 
ons.  At  this  he  expreffed  great  fatisfadlion,  and  obferved,  that  as  our 
“  petition  related  to  trade,  it  would  be  referred  to  his  mafter,  the  shah’s 
principal  merchant,  who  is  his  treafurer  and  a  great  favourite,  to  whom 
“  he  would  write  particularly  concerning  us ;  at  the  fame  time  he  affured 
“  us  of  his  readinefs  to  do  alLthe  good  offices  in  his  power.  We  thank- 
“  ed  him,  and  added,  that  as  we  intended  to  return  very  foon  to  astra- 
“  CHAN,  it  would  be  of  fingular  advantage  to  us  to  have  our  bufinefs 
‘‘  fpeedily  difpatched. 

“  The  next  day  we  drew  up  a  petition  in  English,  of  which  we  pro- 
cured  a  tranflation  into  the  Persian  language,  in  the  beft  manner  we 
“  were  able  ^  the  following  contains  the  feveral  articles. 
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% 

To  Riza  Kouli  Myrza,  regent  of  Persia. 

The  petition  of  j.  elton  and  m.  cRiEME,  in  behalf  of  the  British 

company  of  merchants. 

1.  «  'T^HATtheB  RiTiSH  company  may  navigate  the  Caspian,  and 
JL  at  all  other  times,  without  reftraint,  fail  with  merchandize 
to  and  from  any  of  the  shah’s  ports  on  that  fea. 

II.  “  That  they  may  at  all  times  import  merchandize  into  any  part  of 
“  the  shah’s  dominions  in  Persia,  india,  or  Bokhara,  paying  fuch 

duty  only  on  importation  as  the  fubjeifls  of  Persia  ufually  pay and 
“  invert  the  produce  in  raw  filk,  or  any  other  commodity  of  the  shah’s 
‘‘  dominions,  paying  fuch  duties  on  exportation,  as  the  fubjeds  of  per- 
“  sia  pay.  ' 

III.  ‘‘  That  they  may  have  liberty  to  hire  or  buy  houfes  or  warehoufes 
in  any  part  of  the  shah’s  dominions,  and  there  difpofe  of  their  goods 

‘‘  to  the  bert  advantage,  without  being  liable  to  any  other  duty  than  what 
y  was  firrt  paid  on  importation. 

IV.  That  the  company  may  have  all  poflible  protedion  for  their 
“  perfons  and  effeds,  in  every  part  of  the  shah’s  dominions,  and  leave 
“  to  depart  thence  freely  at  all  times,  as,  tlieir  occartons  fliall  require. 

V.  ‘‘  That  the  company  will  be  ready  at  all  times  to  contrad  with 
“  the  shah’s  merchants  for  any  quantity  of  cloth  for  cloathing  the  per- 
“  SIAN  army,  or  any  other  ufe,  the  shah’s  merchants  agreeing  for  the’ 
“  price,  and  delivering  patterns  for  fuch  cloths.  That  when  the  Taid 
“  cloth  rtiall  be  imported  according  to  contrad,  if  the  shah’s  merchants 
“  find  any  of  them  inferior  to  the  pattern,  they  may  rejed  them ;  but  for 
“  what  they  fhall  receive,  they  are  to  pay  the  company  ready  money. 
“  That  whatever  cloths  are  refufed,  the  company  may  fell  them  in  any 
y  part  of  the  shah’s  dominions,  on  the  be fl  terms  they  can. 
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“  The  company  will  be  at  all  times  ready  to  contrad:  with  the  shah’s 
“  merchants  for  any  quantity  of  any  other  fort  of  goods  j  and  they  defire 
“  that  no  delays  may  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  shah’s  merchants,  in 
“  receiving  goods  for  which  they  have  contracted. 

VI.  “  That  If  they  fhall  contraCt  with  private  Persian  merchants  for 
any  certain  quantity  of  goods,  and  a  difpute  fliall  arife  about  the  de- 

“  livery  or  payment  of  the  fame,  the  governor  of  that  province  fliall  de- 
“  clde  the  difference  j  but  if  the  company  fhall  not  chufe  to  abide  by 
the  decilion  of  the  governor,  that  then  they  may  have  leave  direCtly 
to  appeal  to  the  shah  himfelf. 

VII.  “  That  if  any  of  their  fhips  fhall  arrive  at  any  other  of  the  Shah’s 
“  ports  belides  reshd,  and  they  fliall  not  be  furnifhed  with  Persian 
“  money  enough  to  difcharge  the  duty  of  fuch  goods  as  they  import, 
“  then  the  receiver  of  the  cuftoms  of  fuch  port  (hall  take  a  bill  of  ex- ' 
“  change  on  the  company’s  houfe  at  reshd,  for  the  amount  of  fuch 
‘‘  duty. 

VIII.  “  That  when  the  company  (hall  have  paid  duty  on  goods  im- 
“  ported,  the  faid  goods  (hall  not  be  liable  to  any  farther  duty  on  any 
“  pretence  whatfoever,  although  fuch  goods  are  carried  from  the  place 

where  they  are  landed,  to  any  other  part  of  the  shah’s  dominions. 

IX.  “  That  goods  imported  by  the  company,  not  for  the  shah’s  ufe, 

“  but  defigned  to  be  fold  in  the  inland  parts  of  his  dominions,  may  not 
“  be  liable  to  be  wholly  unpacked  by  the  cuftom-houfe  officers,  but  only 
‘‘  fo  far  opened  as  may  fatisfy  them  there  is  no  fraud  deffgned,  and 

that  the  contents  of  the  bales  are  really  fuch  as  they  are  reported  to 
P  be. 

X.  ‘‘  That  they  may  have  a  broker  appointed  to  attend  them,  who,  if 
required,  may  be  a  witnefs  betwixt  them  and  any  perfon  they  may  con- 

*  *  traCi  with,  or  fell  goods  to  j  alfo  for  any  other  fuch  ufe. 
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“  We  humbly  beg  that  this  our  bufmefs  may  be  fpeedily  dif- 
“  patched,  that  we  may  return  with  our  report ;  and  if, 
“  through  the  fhort  time  we  have  had  to  draw  up  this  Pe- 
“  tition,  we  have  forgotten  any  material  articles,  we  hum- 
‘‘  bly  defire  we  may  obtain  them  next  year. 


Signed  and  fealed 


J.  Elton. 

M.  Gr^me.  • 


«  When  this  petition  was  tranllated,  we  prefented  it  to  the  vizir  and 
alfo  to  the  merchant,  who  approved  of  it  j  we  informed  them  at  the 
“  fame  time  that  we  had  nothing  .but  a  gold  repeating  watch  of  curious 
workmanfhip,  .' worthy  of  the  regent’s  acceptance.  They  both  thought 
“  it  proper  to  fend  the  watch  as  a  prefent  with  the  petition  5  therefore 
having  prepared  fair  copies  in  our  own  and  the  Persian  language,  we 
‘‘  delivered  them  to  the  merchant,  together  with  the  repeating  watch,  and 
a  plain  gold  one  for  the  regent’s  treafurer.  On  the  4th  of  July  they 
“  were  all  fent  forward  to  mesched. 


“  The  few  goods  we  had  brought  with  us,  we  fold  to  the  regent’s 
‘‘  merchant,  who  bargained  with  us  very  fairly,  and  gave  us  as  good  a 
“  price  as  we  could  have  obtained  of  any  of  the  private  merchants  who 
‘‘  valued  them, 

• 

“  The  regent,  after  the  example  of  his  father,  had  entered  into  very 
**  opprellive  meafures,  by  buying  up  all  European  goods,  as  well  as  raw 
‘‘  filk,  making  himfelf  the  only  merchant  in  Persia.  Complaints  being 
“  made  to  him  of  the  pernicious  confequences  of  this  policy  by  the  ca- 
“  LENTAR  of  RESHD,  who  was  deputed  by  the  people  of  that  city,  he 
“  ordered  him  to  be  firangled,  under  pretence  that  by  fuch  reprefentations 
“  his  authority  was  contemned  5  however,  this  projedl  wounded  the  per- 
“  SIAN  merchants  in  a  moft  fenfible  manner,  and  could  not  therefore,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  wifefl  heads,  be  of  any  long  duration. 
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“  A  month  and  feven  days  being  expired  fince  we  forwarded  our  pe- 
“  tition,  and  the  feafon  drawing  near  for  the  departure  of  the  laft  fliips 
‘‘  from  PERSIA  to  ASTRACHAN,  we  began  to  be  impatient /or  an  anfwer. 

We  reprefented  to  the  vizir  the  neceffity  we  were  under  of  returning 
“  to  RUSSIA  in  the  autumn,  otherwife  we  muft  lofe  a  whole  year.  The 
vizir  replied,  that  one  of  us  at  lead  ought  to  ftay,  to  do  honour  to 
the  regent’s  decree  j  and  dropt  feveral  expreffions,  intimating  the  dan- 
ger  himfelf  fliould  be  expofed  to,  if  he  permitted  us  to  depart.  He  de- 
“  fired  that  Mr.  elton  fhould  remain,  and  that,  he  would  fend  Mr. 

GR^ME  pod  by  land  to  the  Russian  frontiers,  and  provide  him  a  fafe 
“  convoy  at  the  shah’s  expence.  Whilft  this  matter,  fo  interefting  to 
“  us,  was  in  agitation,  the  15th  of  Auguft  a  courier  arrived  with  a  de- 
“  cree,  which  we  received  with  much  fatisfadtion.  We  prefented  the 
‘‘  courier  with  a  complete  Persian  habit,  which,  according  to  the  cuf- 
“  tom  of  the  country,  he  wore  in  honour  of  us,  and,  in  return,  he  in- 
“  filled  on  our  fervants  acceptance  of  three  gold  ducats.  The  decree  was 
“  conceived  in  the  folbwing  terms. 

f 

V 

The  decree  of  Riza  Kouli  Myrza. 

U  R  high  commandment  confifls  in  this,  that  we  have  condef- 
cended  to  grant  the  petitioners  the  contents  of  their  humble 
petition  j  and  be  it  known  to  the  mod  excellent  Begler  Begs,  mod  " 
“  honourable  governors  and  commidioners  of  our  empire  of  iran 
which  refembles  paradife  5  the  country  of  balkh,  and  its  dependencies. 

'  >  * 

‘‘  Whereas  fome  honourable  English  merchants  have  arrived  here  from 

the  empire  of  Russia,  we  have  given  them  liberty,  and  hereby  allow 

‘‘  them,  to  land  their  goods,  with  all  freedom,  in  any  of  our  ports  of  the 

CASPIAN,  and  from  thence  to  carry  them  to  any  market  of  our  em- 

“  pire,  particularly  to  our  provinces  of  khorasan,  herak,  ears, 

VAUSIER,  RODSHAUN,  VEZID,  KHERMAN,  BALKH,  ANHIHOBAD, 
STRABRAN,  and  to  the  banks  of  the  river  amu,  to  the  confines  of 

“  BAD- 
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BADDUKHSHAN,  CABUL,  COSBIN,  PSTAGNE,  tO  the  empire  of  INDIA, 

“  and  to  the  banks  of  the  river  attok  :  And  that  they  be  permitted 
“  and  indulged  to  purfue  their  journies  with  their  merchandize,  without 
“  the  lead  interruption  or  difturbance,  we  have  ordered  all  the  fubjedls 
«  of  our  empire  to  give  them  all  reafonable  afliftance.  .  When  they 
“  fliall  have  determined  at  any  port  or  place  to  open  their  goods,  and  ex- 
“  pofe  them  to  fale,  they  may  at  all  times  do  fo  without  interruption  5 
“  and  what  remains  unfold,  they  are  left  af  the  liberty  to  tranfport  them' 
«<  where  they  pleafe,  in  veflels  or  on  loads.  Upon  fuch  velTels  or  carriages 
“  on  which  their  goods  fliall  be  loaded,  the  cuftomary  duty  only  fhall  be 
taken,  and  by  no  means  any  more  fliall  be  exa(51:ed  from  them. 

«  If  thefe  ENGLISH  merchants  defire  to  buy  up  and  export  any  of  the 
“  commodities  of  the  empire,  in  that  they  fliall  meet  with  no  manner  of 
hindrance,  but  fhall  find  the  fame  indulgence  as  any  other  merchants 
“  whatfoever.  When  their  vefiels  or  merchandize  fhall  happen  to  arrive  at 
“  any  port  or  place  where  there  fhall  be  no  English  conful,  or  English 
“  houfe,  or  though  there  fhall  be  an  English  houfe,  yet  if  they  have 
no  inclination  to  land  their  goods,  no  force  fhall  be  ufed  'to  oblige 
“  them  to  land  them,  nor  fhall  they,  under  any  pretence,  be  detained, 
“  after  paying  the  ufual  duty,  and  taking  a  receipt  or  difeharge  for  the 
“  fame.  If  it  fhould  happen,  that  they  have  no  money  ready  to  pay  the 
“  duty  on  goods  they  fhall  import  into  any  other  port  or  place  befides 
“  RESHD,  then  they  may  give  an  affignment  on  their  houfe  at  reshd. 
“  If  they  fhall  have  occafion  to  hire,  or  buy  vefiels,  for  carrying  off,  or 
‘‘  bringing  on  fhore  their  goods,  the  comnaanders  of  our  ports  are  here- 
“  by  commanded  to  give  them  all  reafonable  affiflance  therein.  If  thefe 
“  merchants  defire  to  fell  their  goods  out  of  their  own  quarters,  houfes, 
“  or  warehoufes,  we  give  them  full  power  fo  to  do ;  and  let  none  have 
the,  affurance  to  interrupt  them,  under  pretence  that  the  goods  have 
“  not  been  regularly  viewed  by  the  cufiom-houfe  officers  j  but  at  the 
“  fame  time  we  expedl  they  will  not  offer  goods  to  fale,  that  have  not  been 
“  regularly  reported  at  the  cuftom -houfe,  to  the  injury  of  our  revenues. 

“  If 
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•  “  If  the  ENGLISH  merchants  defire  to  hire,  buy,  or  build  houfes  at 
RESHD,  or  in  any  other  port  or  place,  in  that,  we  order  them  to  have 
all  reafonable  affiflance,  but  the  inhabitants  of  fuch  places  lhall  not  be 
“  conftrained  to  part  with  their  houfes,  againfl  their  inclination  j  yet 
“  they  (hall  treat  the  English  with  all  imaginable  civility  and  refped:. 

«  If  any  of  the  goods  they  (liall  import,  be  thought  proper  by  our  com- 
“  milTaries  for  ourfelf,  fuch  may  be  taken  by  them  for  our  ufe,  at  the 
“  fame  price  as  they  would  be  fold  to  other  people,  our  commiffaries  pay- 
ing  r.eady.  money,  and  they  (hall  not  be  obliged  to  part  with,  or  de- 
“  liver  goods,  without  ready  money;  and  in  fuch  payments  let  none  dare 
«  to  give  them  the  lead  trouble,  under  pain  of  our  higheft  difpleafure. 
“  Whatfoever  goods  they  (hall  bring,  that  (hall  not  be  thought  proper  for 
“  our  ufe,  they  have  liberty  to  fell  them  to  whom  they  pleafe,  without 
“  hindrance  or  delay  ;  and  thefe  the  English  merchants  have  leave  to  (hip 
and  carry  to  what  place  they  (hall  think  mod  convenient;  and  if 
“  any  differences  happen  in  trade,  and  they  (hall  come  to  hearing  or  trial, 
the  commidaries  of  the  place  are  ordered  to  give  immediate  fentence 
without  partiality. 

“  In  whatfoever  port  the  English  merchants  (hall  pay  their  duty, 
“  there  they  are  to  have  a  written  difcharge,  in  which  (hall  be  fet  forth, 
“  for  what  goods  they  have  paid  duty,  and  the  amount  thereof,  that 
“  they  may  not  be  liable  to  pay  duty  for  them  again,  in  any  other  port 
“  or  place.  The  cudom-houfe  officers  are  not  to  break  open  and  unpack 
“  their  bales,  but  to  take  the  merchant’s  word  for  the  contents  of  them, 
‘‘  that  they  may  fudain  no  damage.  In  whatever  province  the  English 
merchants  (hall  arrive,  our  mod  excellent  Begler  Begs,  and  other  our 
honourable  commandejs,  are  hereby  ordered  to  (hew  them  all  imagin- 
“  able  refpedt,  nor  to  allow  or  differ  any  perfon  whatfoever,  to  affront  or 
moled  them.  And  feeing  the  petitioners  are  only  acquainted  with  the 
.^‘.EUROPEAN  language,  and  cannot  confer  with  our  fubjedls  without  an  in- 
terpreter,it  is  necelfary  their  brokers  (hould  be  men  acquainted  with  both 

“  languages! 
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“  languages.  If  they  defire  fuch  interpreters,  though  they  are  chriftians, 
“  they  have  leave  to  make  ufe  of  them  without  reftraint. 

The  petitioners  are  received  under  our  mod:  gracious  protedlion  :  the 
“  watch  which  they  fent  was  received  5  and  as  a  mark  of  our  favour,  by 
‘‘  the  bearer  hereof,  we  prefent  them  with  50  rubles :  and  we  hereby 
‘‘  command  our  moft  high  trufty  treafurers  and  regifters  of  our  empire, 
“  to  regifter  this  our  high  decree,  and  put  it  in  execution,  under  pain  of 
our  higheft  difpleafure. 

^  . 
Written  at  mesched  in  the  Shumafnel  Saneuf  1152  years  k 

(  )  The  place  of  the  feal  of 

Riza  Kouli  Myrza. 


C  H  A  P.  .  VI. 

Mr^  ELTON  returns  to  St,  Petersburg.  His  farther  proceedings  in  ejla^ 
blifingthe  Caspian  trade^  till  the  delivery  of  his  memorial  to  the  honour-^ 
able  Mr,  pinch.  . 

‘  -  ....  ‘  ^  *  , 

IN  the  preceding  extradl  from  Mr.  elton's  journal,  the  reader  will, 
without  queftion,  obferve  that  the  regent’s  decree  was  in  every  relpedt 
as  full  and  clear  as  could  poffibly  be  defired  j  and  tho’  I  believe  fome  la¬ 
titude  was  taken  in  the  tranflation  of  it,  yet  it  was  the  regent’s  mean- 
iug  to  give  all  poffible  encouragement  to  the  trade  propofed.  As  to  paying 
ready  money  for  goods  taken  for  the  ufe  of  the  crown,  it  was  never  prac- 
tifed  in  our  time  j  it  was  called  ready  money,  but  it  generally  proved  a 
laborious  task,  and  required  fome  time^o  recover  it  j  and  as  to  contract- 

f  Auguft  1739. 
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contrading  for  goods  on  patterns  previous  to, their  arrival,  it  is  not  prac- 
tifed  in  Persia. 

The  CO  crowns  fent  by  the  regent  as' a  prefent,  has  no  air  of  grandeur, 

•  ^ 

but  it  was  difcovered  after  fome  time,  that  the  execrable  wretch  who  was 
entrufted  with  the  gold  repeating  watch,  had  delivered  only  a  mean  one 
of  lilver. 

Mr.  ELTON  having  received  the  decree,  prefented  it  to  the  governor  j 
who  received  it  ftanding,  in  the  moft  refpedful  manner,  putting  it  firft  up 
to  his  forehead,  with  both  his  hands,  according  to  the  manner  of  the 
PERSIANS.  The  whole  company  rofe  up  at  the  fame  time,  and  when 
the  governor  had  again  taken  his  feat,  he  read  the  decree,  and  gave  it 
to  the  VIZIR  for  his  perufal.  He  defired  likewife  that  he  might  have 
a  copy  thereof,  in  order  to  communicate  the  fame  to  all  whom  it  con¬ 
cerned,  and  enter  it  alfo  on  the  public  regifler.  At  the  fame  time  he 
inlided  that  Mr.  elton  fhould  remain  in  Ghilan,  from  a  prefumption 
'  that  the  regent  would  make  very  particular  enquiries  concerning  him  and 
his  partner.  Mr.  elton  reprefented  that  his  flaying  there  would  fruflrate 
the  ends  of  the  decree  which  the  regent  had  given  him ;  becaufe  his  em¬ 
ployment  required  him  to  repair  forthwith  to  St.  Petersburg,  in  order 
to  fettle  matters  with  his  conftituents.  Accordingly  leaving  Mr.  gr^m’e, 
he  departed  the  22d  of  Augufl  for'RussiA,  and  after  meeting  with  tedi¬ 
ous  delays,  and  fome  unkind  ufage  during  his  quarentine  at  the  mouth  of 
the  VOLGA,  he  arrived  in  St.  Petersburg  about  the  end  of  January  1740. 

The  fuccefs  he  had  in  Persia  procured  him  a  kind  reception  from  the 
ENGLISH  fa(^lors,  who  after  confulting  their  principals  in  London,  defired 
he  would  prefent  a  memorial  to  his'majefly’s  minifler  at  the  court  of  Rus¬ 
sia,  the  fubflance  of  which  will  appear  from  the  following  extrads. 


Extrads 
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Extrads  of  a  memorial  delivered  by  j.  elton,  to  the  honourable  Mr; 
E.  FINCH,  his  majefty’s  minifter  at  St.  Petersburg.  Dated  in  St. 
PETERSBURG,  July  1740. 

^  J  '  HE  northern  provinces  of  Persia  produce  the  greateft  quanti- 
“  1  ty,  and  the  bed  fort  of  raw  filk;  and  from  thence  the  fouthern 

provinces,  and  the  filk  manufadories  at  mesched,  as  well  as  thofe  in 
TURKEY,  are  fupplied.  The  provinces  mod  abounding  in  filk  are 
“  GHiLAN,  the  principal  city  in  which  is  reshd  ;  shirvan,  the  capi- 
‘‘  tal  of  which  is  shamakie^  aran  ^  of  which  the  chief  city  is 
GANJA ;  the  two  former  of  thefe  provinces  are  on  the  fouth  well 
Ihores  of  the  Caspian  fea,  and  the  latter  is  adjacent. 

“  Since  nadir  shah’s  acceflion  to  the  throne  of  Persia,  he  has 
made  mesched,  the  capital  of  khorasan,  his  favourite  city,  and 
confequently  the  feat  of  the  Persian  empire;  fo  that  by  the  extra- 
ordinary  privileges  with  which  he  has  endowed  that  capital,  and  by 
other  meafures  that  he  hath  taken  to  aggrandize  it,  he  has  in  fome 
‘‘  meafure  drained  Isfahan  of  its  inhabitants. 

“  Riza  kouli  myrza,  regent  of  Persia,  and  elded  fon  to  na- 
dir  shah,  hath  edablidied  his  relidence  at  mesched  for  fome 
‘‘  years  pad,  during  his  father’s  abfence  in  india;  in  which  time  he 
“  hath  taken  the  city  of  Balkh,  and  cleared  the  frontiers  of  khora- 
“  SAN  from  the  turkumans  and  ousbeg  tartars,  who  ufed  fre- 
“  quently  to  infed  them.  'Tis  prefumed  likewife  that  the  city  of  bok- 
HARA  has  by  this  time  fubmitted  to  the  Persians. 

“  The  feat  of  the  Persian  empire  being  thus  removed  fo  near  to  the 
“  CASPIAN,  for  mesched  is  but  an  eafy  journey  from  the  port  of  AS- 
“  'trabad,  is,  without  doubt,  a  very  lucky  circumdance  for  our  mcr- 
“  chants,  who  by  that  means  are  enabled  to  fupply  it  with  europe- 
AN  commodities,  particularly  with  woollen  goods,  which  is  an  article 

*  Aran  is  generally  wrote  Eri VAN. 
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“  of  very  great"  confequence ;  as  all  the  Persians,  from  the  highefl:  to 
‘‘  the  loweft,  efleem  and  prefer  woollen  cloaths  to  their  own  cheaper  lilk- 
“  en  manufadtures,  infomuch  that  they  never  wear  hofe  of  any  fort  but 
fuch  as  are  made  of  woollen  cloth 

“  To  fupply  the  capital  city  of  Persia,  and  the  adjacent  provinces# 

“  with  woollen  goods  and  other  European  commodities,  ds  not  the  only 
“  motive  that  ihould  determine  the  British  merchants  to  eftabliih  their 
principal  mart  at  mesched.  The  conlideration  of  the  advantageous 
“  fituation  of  that  city,  ought  to  carry  their  views  much  farther  j  for  it 
“  lies  mod;  commodio\ifly  to  anfwer  the  demands  of  the  neighbouring 
“  parts  of  TARTARY.  For  whoever  confiders  the  great  extent  of  . 
“  both  the  Bokhara’s,  the  kingdoms  of  tangut  and  Thibet,  to- 
“  gether  with  the  vaft  trades  of  land  that  border  upon  them,  mufi:  at 
‘‘  the  fame  time  fee  that  they  contain  many  great  and  populous  cities; 
even  their  uncultivated  lands  are  inhabited  by  millions  of  people,  who 
are  fond  of  European  commodities:  from  whence  we  muft  conclude,  . 
that  a  very  advantageous  trade  might  be  carried  on  with  them  through 
“  MESCHED;  for  caravans  come  to  this  place  from  all  the  cities  in  the 
“  great  and  little  .Bokhara,  and  from  feveral  of  the  eaftern  cities  of 
“  PERSIA,  alfo  from  CABUL,  KANDAHAR,  and  the  northerir frontiers 
“  of  INDIA.  And  without  all  queftion,  when  thofe  cities  are  certain  of 
“  finding  at  MESCHED  plenty  of  all -the  forts  of  European  goods  that 
‘‘  they  want,  and  at  the  fame  time  an  increafed  demand  for  their  own 
commodities,  their  caravans  mufi:  quickly  become  more  rich,  and  .there- 
“  fore  more  numerous  ;  by  which  means  alone  the  British  merchants, 

‘‘  without  carrying  their  goods  further  than  mesched,  will  be  able  to 
"  pufh  their  commerce  •  to  the  utmofi:  limits  of  the  extenfive  countries 
“  abovementioned. 

“  That  the  British  merchants  may  command  this  bojchar  a  trade, 

“  whenever  they  pleafe,  is  obvious  to  a  degree  that  cannot  he  faid  to  re- 

When  they  wear  hofe  they  are  made  loofe  In  the  manner  of  boots,  tho|  they  do  hot  ufe  them  In 
riding  ;  but  wovo  focks  is  the  common  clothing  of  their  feet. 
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’  qiiire  any  proof.  They  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  fend  their  goods  from 
St.  PETERSBURG,  and  from  thence,  partly  by  land,  and  partly  by  water, 
“'to  ASTRA  CHAN,  where  they  may  embark  them  to  crofs  the  Cas¬ 
pian  fea,  to  the  port  of  astrabad,  in  the  fouth  eaft  bottom  of  the 
CASPIAN,  and  from  thence  there  is  but  a  little  way  by  land  to  mes- 
ched:  this  will  be  fafer,  more  eafy,  and  almoft  as  expeditious  as  fend- 
ing  goods  from  London  to  St.  Petersburg,  becaufe  the  Caspian 
“  is  a  much  fafer  navigation  than  the  Baltic.  But  the  fuccefs  of  all  de- 
“  pends  intirely  on'  the  British  merchants  having  their  own  velfels  to 
“  navigate  the  volga  and  the  Caspian,  for  reafons  which  it  would  be-^ 
“  improper  to  mention  here.  ■ 
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“''The  BRITISH  merchants  cannot  have  any  formidable  rivals  to  con- 
“  Tend  with, -or  to  apprehend  in  this  trade;  for  the  eaftern  provinces  of 
“  PERSIA,  both  the  Bokhara’s,  and  the  adjacent  countries,  can  be  no 
“  otherwife  fupplied  with  European  commodities,  than  through  the 
“  RUSSIAN  empire,  and  by  the  method  beforementioned  of  reforting  to 
“  the  city  of  mesched. 


“'Oh  the  flrideft  enquiiy  I  could  make  in  ghilan,  I  could  not  find 
“  that  any  English  woollen  goods,  either  by  way  of  east  india, 
“  or  turkey,  ever  reached  to  this  old  mart,  and  new  capital  of  per- 
“  sia.  The  v/oollen  goods  which  the  Armenians  import  into  ghi- 
“  LAN,  either  by  the  way  of  turkey,  or  the  empire  of  Russia,  are  all 
“  dutch  cloths,  and  but  few  of  thefe  are  fent  to  mesched ;  fo  that  the 
“  trade  from  London  crofs  the  Caspian  to  this  city,  might,  in  the 
“  courfe  of  a  few  years,  be  made  as  confiderable  in  regard  to  the  con- 
“  fumption  of  our  woollen  manufadiures,  as  any  one  branch  of  commerce 
“  we  have  at  prefent.  It  is  alfo  to  be  fcarcely  doubted,  that  the  British 
“  merchants,  if  they  refolve  in  earned:  to  enter  on  the  trade  to  Bokhara, 
will  find  their  account  in  it,  much  more  than  in  that  which  they  now 
carry  on  firom  London  to  the  empire  of  Russia.  Indeed  this  may  be 
“  eafily  proved;  for  at  mesched  and  the  bokh  a r  a’s  their  woollen  goods 
“  would  yield  a  much  better  price,  and  much  greater  profit  would  ai^e 

“  from 
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“  from  their  returns.  In  this  trade  they  would  fell  all  their  goods  for  ready 
money  j  whereas  in  Russia  the  British  merchants  are  obliged  to  give 
long  credit,  which  not  only  confumes  a  part  of  their  profit,  but  fubjedls 
“  them  annually  to  contrad:  bad  debts,  ,for  large  fums. 

■  ‘‘  With  regard  to  the  trade  to  the  Bokhara’s,  it  is  a  moll  favourable  cir- 
cumllance  that  mesched  Hands  fo  very  commodioufly  with  refpecH  to  the 
“  provinces  of  ghilan  and  shir  van,  from  whence  the  returns  for  goods 
‘‘  fold  at  MESCHED  may  be  made  in  raw  filk,  to  the  amount  of  almoll 
‘‘  any  fum.  Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  but  that  when  our  merchants  come 
“  to  be  acquainted  with  the  Bokhara’s,  and  the  cities  to  the  eafiward, 
they  will  find  other  valuable  commodities  there,  fuch  as  gold,  precious 
“  Hones,  bezoar,  mulk,  &c.  in  which  they  may  inveH  their  returns,  in 
cafe  the  produce  of  the  northern  provinces  of  Persia  Ihould  prove  in- 
fufficient.  Hence  it  will  follow,  that  after  they  have  eHablilhed  them- 
“  felves  at  MESCHED,  they  .will  obtain  the  cloathing  of  the  whole  persi- 
“  AN  army,  by  contradting  with  the  shah’s  principal  merchant,  and 
‘‘  fupply  all  thofe  vaH  and  populous  countries  abovementioned  with  wool- 
“'len  goods 5  and  this  becaufe  no  nation,  but  the  people  of  great  bri^ 
‘‘  TAIN,  can  fupply  them  with  woollens  in  fuch  plenty,  nor  at  fo  eafy  a 
“  rate,  and  at  the  fame  time  afford  to  give  fo  good  a  price  for  their  raw 
“  filk,  and  other  commodities  with  which  that  country  abounds.  All  this 
“  the  PERSIANS,  as  well  as  the  Armenians,  are  apprized  of;  and  ’tis 
“  this  which  fo  much  engages  the  attention  of  the  one,  and  alarms  the 
“  fears  of  the  other.  This  confideration  alfo  no  doubt  prevailed  on  the 
“  regent  fo  eafily  to  grant  us  the  privileges  I  obtained,  in  -favour  of  the 
BRITISH  merchants  laH  year,  which  he  confirmed  by  his  decree.  Soon 
“  after  I  left  ghilan,  the  Armenian  patriarch  Hrongly  folicited  the  re- 
gent  in  behalf  of  his  people,  to  reverfe  that  decree;  but  his  felicitation 
had  a  contrary,. effedt,  for  the  regent  confirmed  it,  and  fent  orders  the 
fecond  time  to  the  governor  of  reshd  to  £hew  the  HridteH  regard  to  it 
in  all  points. 
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“  The  BRITISH  merchants  can  never  be  fupplanted  in  this  trade,  fo 
“  long  as  they  fecure  a  paffage  for  their  goods  through  the  empire  of 
“  RUSSIA,  and  a  freedom  of  navigation  on  the  Caspian,  both  which  it 
“  will  be  the  interefi;  of  the  fovereign  of  Russia,  to  grant  to  the  fubjedts  - 

“  of  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

‘‘  It  may  therefore  be  humbly  prefumed,  that  it  will  be  thought  reafon- 
‘‘  able  by  the  legiflature  of  great  Britain,  to  give  all  necelTary  pow- 
“  ers  to  us.  For  it  feems  impoffible  to  ftrike  out  any  new  branch  of 
“  trade  to  any  part  of  the  world,  capable  of  vying  with  this  in  the  ad- 
“  vantages  which  it  promifes.  Both  the  filk  and  woollen  manufadlures 
would  certainly  reap  great  benefit  therefrom;  and  moreover  very  pro- 
“  fitable-  returns  might  be  made  in  gold,*  jewels,  cotton,  fine  wool,  and 
“  other  valuable  commodities. 

Further,  tlie  BRITISH  east  India  company  have  for  above  five 
“  years  pafi:  abandoned  Isfahan,  to  which  city,  in  all  that  fpace  of 
“  time,  they  have  not  fent  one  bale  of  woollen  goods,  and,  as  we  are  in- 
'  “  formed,  they  have  no  thoughts  of  fending  any  more  for  the  future. 
“  The  dutch  likewife,  who  flill  remain  at  Isfahan,  fend  but  a  very 
‘‘  inconfiderable  quantity  of  goods  to  that  city;  for  the  trade  which  it 
formerly  enjoyed,  is  tranfplanted  to,  and  centers  in  mesghed,  which 
“  is  at  too  great  a  diftance  from  the  Persian  gulf,  or  eaftern  ocean,  for 
“  either  the  British  or  dutch  east  India  company  to  fend  goods 
“  thither  round  the  cape  of  good  hope. 

It  is  alfo  more  than  probable,  that  when  the  British  merchants 
{hall  have  eftablifhed  themfelves  in  the  mesched  and  Bokhara  trade, 
**  it  will  in  a  few  years  become  a  more  beneficial  article  to  great  bri- 
“  tain  than  the  turkey  trade  ever  was.  In  this,  a  greater  quantity  of 
“  woollen  goods  may  be  vended  at  a  better  price,  and  to  countries  to 
“  which  the  br  it isH  commerce  hath  never  yet  reached,  nor  ever  can 
“  •  be  extended  by  any  other  channel  than  that  now  propofed;  befides, 
“  the  very  fame  commodities  which  the  turkey  company  now  import 

“  into 
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“  into  GREATBRJTAiN,  iiot  to  mention  any  new  articles  j  may  be  brought 
“  from  MESCH  ED  a  great  deal  cheaper,  and  with  much  greater  advantage 
to 'the  nation. 

“  In  particular,  the  commodioufnefs  of  the  roads  between  mesched, 
“  GHiLAN,  and  the  northern  provinces  of  Persia,  will  enable  the  rus- 
SI  A' company  to  import  raw  filk  much  cheaper  than  the  turkey  mer- 
“  chants.  They  can  buy  it  up  at  the  lirft  hand  in  the  very  provinces 
“  where  it  is  produced,  whilll  the  turkey  merchants  muft  buy  the 
‘‘  fame  at  fecond  hand  from  the  turks  and  Armenians,  who  bring  it  to 
“  ALEPPO,  CONSTANTINOPLE,  and  SMYRNA,  where  they  fell  it  at  agreat 
advance.  And  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  eaftern  provinces  of  per- 
s  I A  produce  but  a  very  inconfiderable  quantity  of  this  commodity.  Be- 
“  fides,  the  shah’s  principal  merchant  in  reshd  refufed  to  fupply  the 
“  TURKS  and  Armenians,  who  came  laft  year  to  buy  up  filk  in  ghi- 
“  LAN,  with  any  quantity,  unlefs  they  paid  20  per  cent,  above  the  price  he 
then  fold  it  at  to  thofe  who  exported  for  russi  aj  and  he  had  pofitive 
“  orders  to  fell  no  filk  for  exportation  to  turkey,  if  he  could  find  any 
other  rnarket  for  it 

“  The  PERSIANS,  who  have  a  fettled  averfion  for  the  Turks,  are  well 
informed  of  the  advantage  which  the  Turkish  empire  derives  from  its 
being  the  principal  market  for  pe  rsi  an  filk  ;  and  have  therefore  been  en- 
deavouring  to  prevent  it  for  more  than  an  hundred  years  paft.  They  are 
“  likewife  well  apprized,  that  the  only  way  to  fucceed  in  this  defign,  is  to 
“  encourage  the  British  merchants  to  come  and  fettle  in  ghilan,  by 
which  means  they  hope  in  time  to  divert  the  channel  of  trade  for  gh  i* 
LAN  filk,  which  now  runs  through  the  Turkish  dominions,  and  to 
“  turn  its  current  through  the  empire  of  Russia.  Could  this  be  once 
“  effected,  it  would  not  only  be  of  fingular  advantage  both  to  the  empires 
“  of  RUSSIA  and  Persia,  with  regard  to  their  trade,  but  it  could  not  fail 
“.pf  confiderably  diftrefling  the  turk,  who  is  the  common  enemy  of 

*  Two  . circumftances  .which  !  could  never  hear  confirmed,  nor  .ever  thought  were  true. 
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“  both  thefe  empires.  If  the  Turks  and  Turkish  Armenians  are  de- 
“  nied  the  exportation  of  ghilan  filk  for  turkey,  or  obliged  to  pur- 
«  chafe  it  on  fuch  unequal  terms,  we  muft  expedt,  either  that  the  tur- 
“  KEY  company  will  no  longer  import  any  Persian  filk  at  all,  or  that. 
‘‘  they  will  not  be  able  to  fell  what  they  import,  but  at  a  very  extravagant 
“  price.  This  is  a  circumftance  which  deferves  attention,  fhould  the  rus- 
‘‘  siA  merchants  be  oppofed  in  the  importation  of  Persian  lilk  into 
“  GREAT  BRITAIN,  either  by  the  turkey  company  or  any  other. 

As  the  BRITISH  merchants  can  at  prefent  have  no  better  Information, 
«  I  fliall  venture  to  hint  briefly  at  the  method  they  ought  to  take  to  efta- 
‘‘  blifli  themfelves  in  this  valuable  trade  to  the  Bokhara’s,  and  to  the 
‘‘  north  eafl:ern  provinces  of  Persia. 

“  It  Is  neceflfary  they  fhould  build  at  casan  one  or  two  veflels  of  a- 
“  bout  1 8o  tons,  or  fomewhat  lefs,  for  the  navigation  of  the  Caspian 
“  fea,  which  veffels  may  be  manned  by  half  British  and  half  Russian 
“  feamen^  and  they  mufl:  alfo  have  a  few  large  boats  on  the  Volga. 
‘‘  Thefe  veflels  and  boats  will  be  no  burthen  to  the  British  merchants  in 
“  carrying  on  this  trade,  becaufe  they  muft  pay  the  fame  freight  for  the 

mean  Russian  veffels  which  crofs  the  Caspian.  And  if  in  the  in- 
“  fancy  of  this  commerce,  the  British  merchants  fhould  not  fend  goods 
“  enough  to  freight  fuch  veffels,  they  may  find  fufflcient  employment  to 
“  maintain  them,  by  carrying  goods  and  paffengers  on  the  Caspian,  from 
“  one  part  of  Persia  to  another 

'  “  The  only  difficulty  feems  to  be  in  procuring  liberty  to  build  fuch 
“  veflels:  but  as  it  will  be  impoffible  to  carry  on  a  trade  to  mesched, 
‘‘  or  even  to  ghilan  without  them  3  it  is  fubmitted,  if  the  merchants 
“  ought  not  by  all  means,  and  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  apply  for  fuch 
“  liberty. 

"  This  firfl,  gave  offence;  the  English  fhips  fhould  not  have  been  above  60  or  70  tons. 
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“  The  BRITISH  merchants  muft  likewife  eftablifli  a  houfe  at  mesched, 
“  one  branch  of  which  fliould  refide  at  reshd,  and  the  chief  be  inveft- 
“  ed  with  the  title  of  conful  to  the  king,  and  agent  to  the  company;  fuch 
‘‘  a  character  given  to  the  chief  of  their  houfe  will  have  great  weight  with 
the  PERSIANS,  and  firmly  eftablilh  the  affairs  of  the  new  undertakers; 
“  and  it  is  the  more  neceffary,  as  the  east  India  company  have  always 
“  had  their  agent  at  Isfahan,  and  Russia  at  prefent  has  her  conful  at 

RESHD. 

,  Signed  John  Elton. 


CHAP.  VIL 

Remarks  on  Mr.  elton’^  memorial.  A  Jhort  view  of  the  trade  between 
PERSIA  and  TURKEY.  The  difference  between  that  and  the  new  trade 
fropofed  by  the  way  of  Russia  to  Persia. 

A  j  >  HIS  pompous  memorial  promifed  a  great  deal  too  much,  confider- 
JL  ing  how  little  experience  the  author  had  of  the  fubjedt  he  under¬ 
took  to  treat  of. 

Nothing  is  more  natural  than  for  men  to  be  charmed  with  the  crea¬ 
tures  of  their  own  brain,  and  to  receive  that  as  folid  reafoning  which  flat¬ 
ters  fome  favourite  paflion.  Mr.  elton  having  thus  found  his  way  to 
GHiLAN,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  that 
province,  worked  himfelf  into  the  perfuafion  that  he  had  difcovered  a 
quite  new  trade,  which  the  Armenians  either  knew  nothing  of,  or  were 
incapable  of  condudting.  This  however  was  far  from  being  the  cafe;  for 
they  frequented  mesched  in  the  reign  of  shah  abas,  and  fupplied  it 
with  EUROPEAN  commodities  from  Isfahan,  tavris,  and  alfo  from 

the 
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the  coaft  of  the  Caspian.  There  is  a  yet  a  large  caravanserai  built 
by  SHAH  abas  for  the  ufe  of  the  Armenians,  who  are  fettled  here  in 
great  numbers ;  and  had  there  been  any  profpedt  of  fuch  advantages,  as 
Mr.  ELTON  imagined,  they  would  not  have  wanted  abilities,  or  means 
to  make  ufe  of  them. 

I  fliall  have  occafion  to  explain  this  matter  more  fully  hereafter,  and 
will  only  obferve  at  prefent,  that  if  Mr.  elton  had  been  acquainted  with 
the  extreme  diftrefs  of  Persia,  in  confequence  of  nadir’s  ufurpation, 
and  with  the  unhappy  condition  of  the  countries  bordering  on  the  eaft 
and  fouth  ead:  of  Persia,  there  could  not  have  been  the  lead;  room  for 
fuch  fanguine  expe-dtations. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  the  regent  of  Persia  confented  the  more  rea¬ 
dily  to  Mr.  elton’s  propofals  of  bringing  merchandize  from  England 
to  GHiLAN,  becaufe  the  shah’s  merchant  redded  at  that  time  in  this 
province,  and  mesched  dood  very  conveniently  between  the  turks, 
with  whom  the  Persians  were  at  war,  and  that  part  of  india  which 
was  lately  conquered  by  the  persiansj  but  this  was  not  the  only  rea- 
fon,  for  he  knew  very  well,  that  by  increadng  the  places  of  impor¬ 
tation,  and  the  number  of  importers,  he  would  be  enabled  to  buy  the 
manufadures  of  Europe  fo  much  the  cheaper.  As  to  the  trade  be¬ 
tween  the  northern  provinces  of  Persia  and  turkey,  Mr.  elton 
certainly  was  too  fanguine.  The  expence  of  carriage  through  Russia 
was  then  computed  to  be  17  per  cent,  cheaper  than  by  the  rout  of 
TURKEY  j  but  according  to  the  bed  calculations  I  could  ever  obtain,  I 
found  the  difference  to  be  no  more  than  4  per  cent,  and  if  the  freights 
from  SMYRNA  and  aleppo  were  moderate,  it  would  come  ftill  lower. 
As  there  are  no  caravans  of  merchandize  fent  from  Persia  to  turkey, 
for  account  of  our  fadors  in  Smyrna  and  aleppo,  this  computation  of 
the  carriage  can  be  taken  only  from  the  Armenians,  and  the  charge 
thereof  mud  vary  according  to  the  circumdances  of  thofe  countries  as  to 
war  or  peace. 
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It  mufl;  be  confefTed,  that  reafonings  poft  fadum,  argue  rather  our  ex¬ 
perience  than  our  wifdom:  and  whilft  we  are  biaffed  by  our  interefl  and 
the  delire  of  gain,  we  feldom  have  either  leifure  or  inclination  to  examine 
things  to  the  bottom.  It  is  no  -wonder  then  that  the  Russia  company, 
in  confequence  of  the  agreeable  account  which  Mr.  elton  gave,  and  the 
fanguine  hopes  they  had  entertained,  diould  fall  into  fome  midakes. 

The  trade  between  Persia  and  turkey  had  been  for  the  greated  part 
carried  on  by  the  Armenians,  of  whom,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  there 
are  not  lefs  than  10,000  fettled  in  turkey  j  thefe  are  employed  chiefly 
by  the  English,  french,  and  dutch  merchants  redding  in  Constanti¬ 
nople,  SMYRNA,  and  ALEPPO.  They  have  long  diftinguilhed  themfelves 
as  the  mofl:  acute  traders  in  all  asia,  and  carry  to  market  the  produdls 
“of  the  EAST,  returning  thofe  of  Europe. 

The  wars  and  hereditary  enmity  of  the  Turks  and  Persians  had 
often  obftrudled  this  commerce  between  Persia  and  turkey,  and  at 
length  forced  mod  of  the  Armenian  traders  into  the  channel  of  Russia, 
crofs  the  Caspian  fea:'  but  fhould  Persia  recover  herfelf  again,  fo  as  to 
produce  any  confiderable  quantity  of  fllk,  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
the  ARMENIAN  fubjedts  of  the  grand  seignior,  who  live  in  and  about 
TAVRis  and  erzerum,  will  come  in  for  a  large  fliare  of  that  branch 
of  commerce. 

t 

The  ordinary  rout  for  a  caravan  from  reshd  to  Smyrna  is  to  arde- 
viLLE  5  days,  to  tavris  10  days,  to  erzerum  12,  from  thence  to 
SMYRNA  43,  in  all  70.  The  rout  to  Aleppo  is  from  reshd  to  casein, 
hamadan,  SHUSTER,  BAGDAT ALEPPO,  and  is  upon  the  whole  a- 
bout  ten  days  lefs  than  to  Smyrna.  There  is  yet  a  diorter  road  to  a- 
LEPPo,  but  it  is  ill  fupplied  wdth  water.  Aleppo  from  Smyrna  is 
reckoned  40  days  j  a  day’s  journey  being  computed  at  25  English  miles, 
the  tradt  of  feventy  days  already  mentioned,  is  1750  miles,  or  2230 
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werfts;  and  from  astrachan  to  St.  Petersburg  they  reckon  2200 
werfls,  as  the  annexed  map  more  particularly  defcribes.  The  reader  will 
pleafe  to  obferve,  that  this  map  was  not  fliown  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  as 
erroneoufly  faid,  but  to  fuch  peers  only  who  entered  deepeft  into  the  fub- 
jedt.  It  now  ftands  corredted  according  to  the  bed  intelligence  I  could 
procure  in  Persia. 

It  mud  be  obferved,  that  the  Armenians  are  fubjedt  to  many  arbi¬ 
trary  impodtions,  when  they  travel  through  the  grand  seignior’s  do¬ 
minions,  but  they  enjoy  the  indulgence  of  trading  from  one  great  city  to  > 
another,  much  more  than  is  pradticable  in  Russia.;  they  are  alfo  fub¬ 
jedt  to  inconveniencies  in  Russia,  when  the  governor  of  astrachan 
happens  to  be  rapacious,  or  the  Russian  conful  in  ghilan  infolent  and 
oppreflive;  the  entire  diredtion  of  the  Russian  navigation  on  the  Caspi¬ 
an  being  in  the  hands  of  the  latter. 

There  are  many  of  the  Armenians  who  acknowledge  fubjedtion  to 
RUSSIA,  and  are  therefore  entitled  to  fo  much  the  greater  countenance  in 
that  country;  but  what  mud  give  the  Russians  a  preference  in  the  edeem* 
of  the  PERSIANS,  is  the  mutual  intered  they  both  have  in  depriving  the 
TURK  of  the  advantages  aridng  from  the  Persian  commerce,  which  has' 
been  fo  confiderable  as  to  enable  him  to  keep  a  great  number  of  forces  on 
foot,  'and  has  often  turned  the  fcale  in  his  favour. 

From  GHILAN  to  ASTRACHAN,  allowing  for  quarantine  and  other  con¬ 
tingencies,  may  be  reckoned  30  days,  from  thence  to  zaritzen  10,  fronis  * 
thence  to  mosco  35,  from  thence  to  St.  Petersburg  20,  in  all  95, 
which  is  many  days  longer  than  the  rout  to  turkey,  upon  a  moderate 
computation.  Moreover,  according  to  the  ufual  courfe  of  the  feafons, 
the  only  proper  times  to  fet  out  for  astrachan,  are  the  months  of 
May,  June,  and  July,  for  the  dimmer  caravans,  and  January  for  the 
winter. 


This 
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This  muft  neceffarily  create  delays,  and  often  prevent  the  timely  ex- 
'portation  from  St.  Petersburg;  nor  can  it  be  imagined  but  that  the 
{hipping  of  the  filk  on  the  Caspian,  and  in  the  fummer  time  again  on 
the  VOLGA,  and  again  on  the  Baltic,  muft  be  attended  with  confider- 
able  expences  and  inconveniencies.  We  have  found  the  charge  run  to  34 
per  cent,  on  the  invoices  from  London,  delivered  to  the  fadiory  at  reshd, 
and  on  raw  filk  delivered  in  London,  duties  and  all  charges  paid,  about 
36  per  cent,  on  the  invoice. 

Mr.  ELTON ’s  propofals  certainly  merited  great  regard,  and  the  more  as 
they  were  calculated  to  obtain  a  confumpticn  for  our  cloth,  in  thofe  pro¬ 
vinces  of  PERSIA,  which  for  fome  time  had  hardly  feen  aiiy  of  it,  ex¬ 
cept  a  few  thin  Gloucester  cloths,  imported  by  our  factors  in  Smyr¬ 
na  and  ALEPPO,  and  thence  brought  into  Persia  by  the  Armenians  : 
formerly  indeed  our  coarfe  cloths  were  fent  to  archangel,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned,  from  whence  the  Armenians  and  Russians  carried 
them  to  ASTRACHAN,  and  part  of  them  into  Persia. 

Mr.^ELTON  was  alfo  entitled  to  a  kind  reception,  not  only  from  the 
BRITISH  merchants,  but  from  the  Russian  court,  as  his  projedl  feemed  e- 
■qually  beneficial  to  both  nations.  Peter  the  great  was  wont  to  give 
confiderable  premiums  to  the  authors  of  any  commercial  fchemes ;  but 
that  cuftom  had  been  long  negledted.  Plowever,  as  the  British  nation 
was  in  efteem  at  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg,  we  found  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  leave  to  build  a  fhip  at  casan  for  the  Caspian  navigation. 

Favourable  as  our  defign  appeared  to  the-  Russian  interefi:,  yet,  what¬ 
ever  was  'the  caufe,  it  v/as  not  without  the  utmofi:  importunity  that  we 
obtained  permiffion  to  build  a  fecond  fliip  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Mr.  ELTON  fet  out  upon  an  acquaintance  with  the  old  accounts  of  this 
trade,  and  with  the  treaty  of  commerce  concluded  in  December  1734, 
between  the  crowns  of  great  Britain  and  Russia,  whereby  provi- 
fion  was  made  for  carrying  on  a  trade  from  great  Britain,  through  the 

RUSSIAN 
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RUSSIAN  dominions,  into  Persia  ;  and  he  had  now  occafion  to  make  a 
frefli  appeal  to  it,  by  producing  the  eighth  article  of  that  treaty,  which  is 
as  follows. 

It  is  agreed,  that  the  fubjefts  of  great  Britain  may  bring  into 
“  RUSSIA  all  forts  of  goods  and  merchandize,  and  carry  them  through 
“  the  dominions  of  Russia,  by  the  Iliorteft  and  mofi:  convenient  way  to- 
PERSIA,  paying  3  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  in  rix  dollars,  for  the  duty  and 
tranfit  of  faid  goods,  and  no  more  under  any  pretence  whatfoeverj. 
and  precife  orders  fhall  be  given  for  fettling  the  rate,  fo  that  the  eng- 
“  LisH  merchants  may  at  all  times  have  carriage  or  tranfports  ready,  which 
“  Ihall  be  furnifhed  them  at  a  reafonable  pricey  like  wife  that  they  may- 
bring  all  forts  of  goods  and  merchandize  from  Persia,  and  carry 
them  through  Russia  with  the  like  freedom  and  conveniency,  paying' 
only  3  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  in  rix  dollars,  after  the  manner  which  is . 
ufual  in  the  cudom-houfe  of  Russia  ;  and,  in  order  to  prevent  all 
frauds  on  the  part  of  the  Russian  officers,  the  bri'tish  merchants  ffialP 
declare  the  goods  which  they  dehgn  to  pafs  to  or,  from  Persia,  at  the 
“  firft  place  they  fhall  arrive  in  Russia,  and  they  ffiall  be  received  and. 
“  admitted  by  their  bill  of  loading,  policy,  or  regider,  and  according  to 
their  declared  value,  on  which  a  duty  of  3  per  cent,  ffiall  be  paid,  with- 
“  out  opening  or  unpacking  the  goo'ds,  farther  than  is  abfolutely  nCceffa- 
“  ry  to  fatisfy  the  Russian  officers,  that  the  goods  fpecified  by  the  bill, . 
“  policy,  regider,  and  no  o'ther  are  contained  in  the  packs  or  bales,  in 
which  the  goods  are  made  up:  but  if  the  officer  has  reafon  to  fufpedt 
the  goods  are  not  declared  to  their  full  value,  within  20  per  centj  in 
“  that  cafe  he  may  take  the  goods  and  difpofe  of  them,  paying  the.mer- 
“  chants  the  value  declared,  with  20  per  cent,  over,  without  any  deduc- 
tion.  When  the  officer  has  made  his  vidt,  which  ffiall  be  made 
“  without  any  vexation  or  injury  to  the  goods  or  package,  he  ffiall  feal 
with  leads  the  packs  or  bales  in  which  the  goods  are;  he  ffiall  alfo  ^ 
“  number  and  mark  them,  and  give  the  merchants  a  certificate  of  their 
having  paid  the  duty;  and  by  that  certificate,  the  feal  being  marked 

“  and 


I 


48  REMARKS  ON  JOHN  ELTON’s  MEMORIAL,  &c.  Part.  L 

‘‘  and  numbered,  they  fliall  pafs  through  Russia,  to,  and' from  Persia, 
without  any  let  or  moleftation :  but  in  cafe  the  merchants  do  not  pafs 
“  all  or  any  of  the  bales  through  Russia,  according  to  the  declaration, 
“  or  break  the  feals,  and  take  out  any  of  the  goods  in  Russia,  if  there 
be  any  reafon  to  fufpedl  that  the  fame  has  been  done  contrary  to  the 
‘‘  plain  meaning  and  intent  of  this  article,  he  fliall  be  fined,  and  pay 
‘‘  the  full  declared  value  of  fuch  bale  or  pack  that  is  wanting,  of  which 
the  feal  has  been  broken.” 

It  may  appear  a  little  Orange  that  fuch  careful  provifions  fhould  have 
been  made  for  a  trade  through  Russia  into  Persia,  at  the  fame  time 
that  a  commerce  of  this  kind  feems  to  be  prohibited  by  the  adl  of  na¬ 
vigation;  which  fays,  “  That  no  goods  or  commodities  of  the  growth, 
“  production,  or  manufacture  of  any  country  fhall  be  brought  to  the 
BRITISH  dominions,  from  any  place  except  from  thofe  ports  where 
“  the  faid  goods  or  commodities  can  only,  are,  or  ufually  have  been, 
“  firft  fhipped  for  tranfportation,  and  from  no  other  places  or  countries, 
“  under  the  penalty  and  forfeiture  of  all  fuch  goods,  &c/'  from  whence 
it  was  concluded,  that  without  an  aCt  of  parliament,  Persian  filk  could 
not  be  introduced  into  England,  except  from  Cameroon,  by  the  east 
INDIA  company,  or  from  the  ports  in  the  levant  by  the  turkey 
merchants. 


CHAP. 
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Further  fleps  taken  by  Mr.  elton.  Reprefentation  made  to  his  majefty  by 
the  commijjioners  of  trade,  in  conjequence  of  the  papers  tranfmitted  by  the 
honourable  Mr.  finch  to  his  grace  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  Oppoftion 
made  by  the  east  india  and  turkey  companies.  Remarks  on  the  de¬ 
clining  fate  of  the  latter-,  and  federal  public  remonf  ranees  on  this  fub- 
jedl. 

NOtwithftanding  the  difficulties  mentioned,  Mr.  elton  was  not  pre¬ 
vented  from  delivering  to  the  honourable  Mr.  e.  finch,  befides  the 
memorial  already  recited,  two  papers  containing  an  account  of  the  privi¬ 
leges,  regulations,  and  indulgencies  neceffiary  to  be  obtained  from  the  Rus¬ 
sian  court,  for  the  management  of  this  new  trade.  Mr.  finch  accord¬ 
ingly  tranfmitted  thefe  papers  to  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  his  majefty’s 
fecretary  of  ftate,  who  by  the  order  of  the  king  laid  them  before  the 
commiffioners  of  trade  j  and  they  in  November  of  the  fame  year  made  the 
following  reprefentation. 


<c 

(( 


To  the  king’s  mofl  excellent  majefty. 

May  it  pleafe  your  majedy, 

IN  obedience  to  your  majefty’s  commands  ftgnified  to  us  by  his  grace 
the  duke  of  Newcastle,  one  of  your  majedy’s  principal  fecreta- 
“  ries  of  ftate,  in  his  letter  dated  the  1 6th  of  September  laft,  vve  have 
‘‘  taken  into  our  confideration  two  papers  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
“  finch,  your  majefty’s  minifter  at  St.  Petersburg,  by  captain  elton, 

“  Containing  a  propofal  for  opening  a  trade  by  the  British  merchants 
in  RUSSIA,  to  thofe  parts  of  Persia  which  are  adjacent  to  the  fouth- 
ern  coafts  of  the  Caspian  fea.  And  do  find. 
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“  That  captain  elton’s  papers  do  contain  a  propofal  to  the  Russia 
cornpany,  for  fupplying  mesched,  the  prefent  capital  of  Persia,  and 
the  countries  adjacent,  with  all  forts  of  woollen  goods  to  a  far  greater 
“  degree,  and  at  much  eafier  rates  than  they  are  now  vended  there;  and 
‘‘  for  invefting  our  returns  to  great  Britain  in  the  beft  raw  lilks,  and 
other  commodities  produced  in  thofe  countries,  near  50  per  cent,  cheaper 
“  than  at  prefent  by  the  way  of  turkey. 

The  method  captain  elton  propofes  for  carrying  on  this  trade,  is 
“  for  the  merchants  to  fend  their  goods  from  great  Britain  to  St.  pe- 
“  TERSBURG,  and  from  thence,  partly  by  land,  and  partly  by  water 
“  down  the  volga  to  astrachan  j  there  to  be  fhipped  and  carried  crofs 
“  the  CASPIAN  fea  to  astrabad,  on  the  fouth  eaft  coaft  of  the  faidfea, 

“  from  whence  by  land  carriage  to  mesched  is  not  quite  14  days  jour- 
ney  for  a  caravan 

“  Captain  elton,  in  fetting  forth  the  many  advantages  this  trade 
‘‘  muil:  neceffarily  be  attended  with,  obferves  amongft  other  things,  that 
“  after  the  Russia  merchants  fhall  have  eftablifhed  themfelves  at  mes- 
“  CHED,  they  will  not  only  have  it  in  their  power  to  fupply  many  ex- 
“  tenlive  and  populous  countries  with  woollen  goods,  but  may  alfo  in 
“  time  come  to  cloath  the  whole  Persian  army. 

“  Having  on  this  occalion  been  attended  by  Sir  john  Thompson,'  go- 
“  vernor  of  the  Russia  company,  and  alfo  by  feveral  of  the  principal 
“  merchants  concerned  in  that  trade;  we  communicated  to  them  captain 
elton’s  projedl,  and  have  received  their  opinion  in  writing  on  the  fub- 
jedl  matter  thereof,  wherein  they  inform  us. 

That  the  great  and  many  advantages  which  will  accrue  to  this  kingdom, 
by  fo  cheap  and  eafy  a  conveyance  of  the  manufactures  thereof  in  this 

<  • 

y  It  is  at  leaft  26  days  journey. 
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‘‘  channel  of  trade,  appeared  to  them  fo  manifeft,  that  they  humbly  con- 
“  ceived  this  propofal  defer ved  the  utmoft  attention  and  encouragement. 

That  a  trade  through  Russia  to  Persia  is  certainly  pradlicable,  for- 
asmuch  as  the  fame  is  at  prefent  carried  on  by  the  Armenians  be-- 
“  tween  Holland  and  Persia,  through  the  Russian  dominions. 

That  this  branch  of  trade,  which  will  confift  principally  in  the  ex- 
“  po’rtation  of  woollen  goods  and  importation  of  raw  filk,  mufl  be  of 
“  fingular  benefit  to  this  kingdom  j  as  it  will  be  a  means  of  fending  the 
“  manufadlures  of  our  own  produce  in  the  eafieft  manner  to  market; 
“  and  of  bringing  home  the  firft  materials  of  another  great  and  beneficial 
“  manufactory,  vaftly  cheaper  than  they  can  be  had  in  any  other  manner. 

That  by  authentic  accounts  tranfmitted  to  them,  the  charge  of  bring- 
“  ing*raw  filk  from  Persia  to  St.  Petersburg,  by  means  of  the  water 
“  carriage,  will  be  very  inconfiderable  inproportion  to  the  land  carriage 
“  from  GHiLAN  in  Persia,  to  aleppo  or  Smyrna,  the  only  ports  in 
“  TURKEY  for  exportation  to  England. 

“  That  the  Sophy  of  Persia,  from  an  inclination  to  diftrefs  the  Turks; 
“  his  natural  enemies,  and  to' favour  the  Russians,  may  pqfiibly  pro- 
hibit  all  trade  with  turkey,  provided  he  can  have  a  fufficient  de- 
mand  for  his  filk  through  Russia  j  in  .which  cafe,  unlefs  this  channel 
“  fiiould  be  opened  to  us,  we  fiiould  be  intirely  deprived  of  that  com- 
modity. 

‘‘  That  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  spatn,  Persian  filk 
‘‘  is  advanced  very  much,  and,  if  the  war  continues,  may  ftill  be  higher, 
‘‘  and  muft  always  on  any  rupture  with  France  or  spain;  be  expofed 
to  the  like  difficulty,  which  can  only  be  remedied  by  opening  ano- 
“  ther  channel,  and  having  the  choice  of  two  ways  to  fupply  the  king-^ 
“  dom  with  that  commodity. 

O  2 
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That  the.  FRENCH  do,  now  chiefly  fupply.  turkey  <  with  woollen 
‘‘  goods,  and  gain  upon  us  in  that, trade  every  day,  and  probably  do  and 
“  may,  through  them,  fupply  great  part  of  Persia j  whereas  by  this 
“  eafy  conveyance,  we  fhall  be  enabled ’to  underfell  them;  and  carry  our 
woollen  manufactures  into  all  parts  of  Persia  cheaper  than  they  can, 

“  They^ conclude  with  obferving,  that  the  only  objection  that  occurred 
“  to  them  againll  opening  this  trade,  was  the  prefent  aCt  of  navigation, 
by  which  they  apprehend  themfelves  debarred  that  liberty  j  and  as 
“  the.reftriCtions  of  that  aCt  make  it  necelTary  for  them  to  apply  to  par- 
“  liament,  they  humbly  hoped,  that  confidering  how  beneficial  this  trade 
“  will  be  to  the  kingdom,  and  that  they  can  have  no  private  views,  nor 
any  exclufive  trade  from  the  reft  of  his  majefty’s  fubjeCls  (any  perfon 
“  having  a  right  to  be  made  free  of  their  company  for  five  pounds) 
they  fhould  meet  with  encouragement,  in  their  intended  application 
“  to  parliament,  for  an  exemption  from  that  claufe  in  the  aforefaid  aCt  of 
“  navigation,  from  whence  the  prefent  impediment  arifes. 

“  Whereupon  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  majefty,  that 
‘‘  it  appears  to  us,  as  well  from  captain  elton’s  papers,  as  from  the  re- 
“  prefentation  of  the  Russia  company,  and  our  difcourfe  with  them 
“  thereupon;  that  this  fcheme,  for  opening  a  new  branch  of  trade  to 
“  PERSIA  through  RUSSIA,  may  be  very  beneficial  to  this  kingdom,  and 
“  may  deferve  your  majefty’s  royal  protection;  but  as  no  fteps  can  be 
“  made  therein  till  the  company  fhall  have  applied  to  parliament,  for  an 
“  exemption  from  the  above-mentioned  claufe  in  the  aCt  of  navigation, 
“  (whereby  no  goods  or  commodities  that  are  of  foreign  growth,  pro- 
“  duCiion  or  manufacture,  can  be  brought  from  any  place  or  country, 
**  but  only  from  thofe  of  the  faid  growth,  production,  or  manufactory, 
“  or  from  thofe  ports  where  the  faid  goods  and  commodities  can  only,  or 
are,  or  ufualiy  have  been  firft  Ihipped  for  tranfportation)  we  fhall  at 
prefent  only  obferve  to  your  majefty,  that  when  the  faid  application 

“  fhall 
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“  fliall  be  made,  the  advantages  or  inconveniencies  that  may  attend  this 
“  channel  of  commerce,  will  be  thoroughly  weighed  and  difcuffed. 

All  which  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted. 

Sign’d  M.  Bladen. 

R.  Plumer, 

Whitehall,  Nov.  ii.  Ja.  Brudenell. 

1740.  ~  Ar.  Croft, 

% 

Captain  elton’s  propofal  having  thus  met  fo  favourable  a  reception  in 
ENGLAND,  as  Well  as  in  Russia;  fome  members  of  the  east  India 
company  began  to  be  alarmed,  as  if  the  fcheme  was  pradticable,  in  the 
extent  which  Mr.  elton  apprehended,  and  confequently  might  prove 
an  invafion  of  their  charter. 

The  trade  to  east  india  thro’  Russia  and  Persia,  was  however  con- 
fidered  by  the  majority  of  that  company  as  a  chimerical  projed: ;  and  as 
their  trade  to  the  gulph  of  Persia,  was  known  to  be  not  only  remote 
from  the  Caspian,  but  differing  alfo  in  kind,  (for  they  could  not  ex¬ 
port  the  raw  filk  of  ghilan,  nor  the  Russia  company  the  wool  of 
carmenia)  their  fears  did  not  run  very  high. — But  the  turkey  com¬ 
pany,  was  in  general  extremely  alarmed,  and  pleaded  againft  this 
propofed  trade  very  flrenuoufly,  objeding  that  it  would  be  a  viola¬ 
tion  not  only  of  their  charter,  but  of  the  ad  of  navigation,  fo  long 
efleemed  the  bulwark  of  the  British  commerce.  And  tho’  they  never 
had  any  fadory  eflablifhed  in  the  northern  provinces  of  Persia,  yet 
the  trade  carried  on  from  thence  to  aleppo  and  Smyrna  by  the  Armeni¬ 
ans,  had  in  a  great  mcafure  centered  in  their  company,  by  the  purchafes 
which  their  agents  were  wont  to  make  of  thofe  Armenians.-  They  .at¬ 
tempted  to  corroborate  their  arguments,  by  urging  an  exclufive  right,  as 
eftabhfhed  by  the  fandion  of  that  cuftom.  The  Russia  company,  on  the  • 
other  hand,  infifted  that  when  the  ad  of  navigation  was  made,  it  was 
not  imagined  that  a  fafe  paffage  could  be  obtained  through  the  Russian 

domi- 


-54  REPRESENTATIONS,  See,  IN  RELATION  TO  Part  1. 

dominions  into  Persia  ;  'which  was  now  found  riot  only  praflicable,  but 
for  the  intereft  of  the  nation  to  be  attempted.  That  their  charter  is  more 
antient  and  extenfive  than  either  that  of  the  east  india  or  turkey 
companies ;  and  they  fliould  think  it  ftrange  if  they  were  excluded  from 
a  right  of  trading  to  the  dominions  of  Persia,  which  are  actually, men¬ 
tioned  in  the  body  of  their  charter.  The  contefl  however  ran  very  high, 
and  whilfl  the  turkey  merchants  employed  all  their  interefts  to  prevent 
a  bill  paffing  in  favour  of  the  propofed  trade,  the  Russia  merchants 
attacked  the  exclufive  privileges  of  the  turkey  company;  urging  that 
they  were  detrimental  to  the  national  intereft,  and  that  our  trade  to  tur¬ 
key  had  decayed  very  much  for  thefe  feven  years  part,  chiefly  owing  to 
thofe  privileges,  together  with  the  arbitrary  and  improper  manner  in  which 
the  trade  itfelf  was  conduced.  They  alfo  urged  the  declarations  of  feve- 
ral  of  their  own  members,  who  in  the  year  1718,  had  complained  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  of  the  partial  and  unnational  manner  in  which  the 
trade  was  managed.  Thefe  complaints  had  been  made  by  Sir  peter 

DELME,  JOHN  LOCK,  RALPH  RADCLIFFE,  JAMES  LOCK,  EDWARD  RAD- 
CLiFFE,  JOHN  HANGER,  efquires,  and  Sir  Joseph  eyles,  who  then  de¬ 
livered  a  memorial  to  the  effedf  as  follows. 

« 

“  I  ^  H  E  complainants  admit  that  the  company  have  long  carried  on 
their  trade  to  turkey,  fometimes  by  private,  fometimes  by  ge- 
neral  fhips;  they  defire  only  to  remind  the  honourable  committee,  that 
by  the  whole  tenor  of  the  old  records  produced  by  the  company,  it 
“  appears  that  they  themfelves  have  frequently  thought  the  delay  of  fiiip- 
“  ping  to  be  of  fuch  dangerous  confequence,  that  if  their  Ihips  departed 
'  ‘‘  not  annually,  liberty  was  given  to  each  and  every  member,  to  export 
“  his  own  goods,  in  fuch  manner  and  by  fuch  means  as  he  fiiould  think 
proper.  The  complainants  think  it  unnecelTary  to  enter  into  a  confider- 
“  ation  of  the  fi;ate  of  trade,  fifty  or  a  hundred  years  ago,  or  whether 
the  DUTCH  or  the  french  had  any  trade  in  thofe  days;  they  defire  to 
come  to  the  prefent  times,  and  to  confider  what  methods  the  company 
have  purfued  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  lafi;  wars,  and  the  alterations 

“  they 
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they  have  lately  made  j  and  it  appears  that  they  have  carried  on,  what 
“  is  ufually  called  an  open  trade  j  that  is,  by  fuch  fliips  as  the  refpedive 
members  did  appoint  to  export  their  cloth,  and  the  cloth  of  fuch 
“  other  members  as  might  pleafe  to  load  upon  them,  to  depart  at  fuch 
“  feafons  of  the  year,  as  were  found  to  be  mod  convenient,  which  was 
“  ufually  in  autumn,  or  by  chriftmas. 

“  Accordingly  the  la.ft  cloth  (hips  did  depart  about  that  feafon  of  the- 
“  year  in  1717,  and  many  members  of  the  company  expelling  the  trade 
^  would  continue  to  be  carried  on  in  the  fame  manner,  proceeded  in. 
“  buying  and  finilhing  cloth,  as  ufual,  for  the  year  1718. 

‘‘  But  on  the  26th  of  March  1718,  they  rcfolved,  that  if  any  mem- 
“  ber  Ihould  fend  cloth  to  turkey  in  any  other  .manner,  they  would 
“  levy  20  per  cent,  on  fuch  member’s  cloth  in  turkey;  adding,  that 
“  they  would  conlider  of  general  fhips  on  the  23d  of  Odlober  following, 
“  and  not  before :  and  in  their  own  preamble  they  give  this  remarkable 
“  reafon  for  their  alteration,  that  it  was  in  order  to  raife  the  value  of 
ENGLISH  manufadiures  abroad,  and  filk  at  home,  hereby  evidently  de- 
monftrating  their  private  advantage,  that  of  the  nation  confiding  more 
“  in  a  large  confumption,  than  in  a  large  price ;  as  the  one  may  beat  our 
“  neighbours  out  of  the  trade,  whilll  the  other  mud  necelfarily  give 
“  them  a  diare  in  it.  Now  although  many  members  thought  this  a  great 
“  harddiip,  yet  did  they  acquiefce,  in  full  expedlation,  that  at  the  time 
“  prefcribed,  they  diould  be  permitted  to  export  their  cloth  in  the  com^ 
“  pany’s  own  way. 

“  But  on  the  6th  of  November,  they  refolved  to  adjourn  the  furthef 
“  confideration  of  diipping  for  two  months  longer,  and  this  made  that 
“  evident  which  was  before  fufpeded,  that  they  really  intended  no  fhip- 
“  ping  at  all ;  whereupon  a  reprefentation  of  this  grievance  was  made  to 
“  the  minidry,,  who  became  fo  fenfible  of  this  extraordinary  way  of 
“  proceeding,  fo  highly  interfering  with  the  common  good,  that  Mr.  fe- 

“  cretary 
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“  cretary  craggs  fent  for  the  company,  and  defired  them  to  re-confider 
‘‘  this  matter ;  which  the  company  did  in  a  general  court,  aiTembled  on 
‘‘  the  4th  of  December,  when  they  refolved,  that  they  would  chufe  fhips 
“  for  the  immediate  exportation  of  cloth,  on  the  8th  of  January  follow- 
“  ing,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  attend  Mr.  fecretary  with  this  re- 
‘‘  folution.  But  when  the  8th  of  January  came,  they,  by  a  majority  of 
one  vote  only,  inftead  of  chufing  flups,  ordered  only  a  furvey  of  Ihips, 
«  and  a  report  to  be  made.  On  the  2 2d  of  January,  they  refolved,  that 
“  they  would,  in  proper  time,  chufe  fliips,  but  not  to  depart  before  the 
“  I  ft  of  July  next;  now^  the  ift  of  July  was  generally  underftood  to 
mean  winter,  and  in  that  cafe  it  would  have  completed  two  years  - 
prohibition  of  trade. 

"  This  irregular  and  uncertain  proceeding  of  the  company,  was  the 
“  caufe  that  your  complainants  thought  the  interpofition  of  this  honour- 
“  able  houfe  of  commons  moft  proper  to  their  relief,  in  the  exportation 
of  that  great  quantity  of  cloth,  which  has  been  fo  long  locked  up, 

“  to  their  own  and  the  natibn’s  prejudice. 

And  they  humbly  offer  the  following  reafons  for  it,  that  the  com- 
“  pany’s  charter  does  not  warrant  them  in  fuch  a  prohibition  or  re- 
ftraint  of  trade^  nor  will  westminster-hall  warrant  their  levying 
“  twenty  in  the  hundred  upon  their  members  eftates ;  befides,  fuch  re- 
“  ftraint  cannot  be  for  the  common  good  of  the  woollen  manufactures  of 
this  kingdom,  but  evidently  the  contrary,  as  it  neceffarily  encourages 
the  FRENCH  and  dutch  trade  to  turkey. 

‘ Neverthelefs  it  is  granted,  that  there  was  cloth  remaining  unfold,  and 
particularly  at  aleppo  j  but  moft  of  it  would  have  been  long  lince 
■“  difpofed  of,  were  it  not  for  an  underftanding  between  the  managers 
here  and  in  turkey,  in  order  to  raife  the  price  of  cloth  abroad,  and 
**  that  of  filk  at  home. 

**  This  reftraint  may  be  alfo  a  great  caufe  why  fo  much  wool  is  fent 
**  to  the  FRENCH,  they  having  a  vent  to  turkey,  whilft  we  have  none^ 

“  and 
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“  and  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  woollen  goods  to  turkey  at  this 
“  critical  juncture,  when  no  more  can  be  fent  either  to  old  or  new 
“  SPAIN,  is  of  the  greateft  moment;  fo  that  the  complainants  hope,  that 
“  fuch  members  of  the  company  as  have  a  right  to  trade,  will  meet  no 
“  obflrudtion. 

% 

“  As  to  the  objediion,  that  the  trade  has  been  over-driven  ;  will  not  that 
«  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  reduce  the  exportation,  as  far  as  may  be 
“  needful,  without  a  forcible  reftraint?  It  is  ftrange  that  a  majority  of  the 
company,  fome  of  whom  are  not  at  all  concerned  in  the  trade,  and 
“  others  but  little,  fliould  have  more  regard  to  the  welfare  of  their  largeft 
“  trading  members,  than  they  have  for  themfelves  and  die  nation. 

Our  legiflature  never  thought  that  over-driving  the  trade  to  portu- 
GAL,  SPAIN,  or  ITALY,  was  a  fufficient  reafon  to  trufl;  thofe  traders 
“  with  a  power  of  retraining  it  at  their  pleafure. 

‘‘  It  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  prefent  ttuation  of  affairs  has  made  a 
“  great  alteration  in  almoft  every  thing;  low  intereff  raifes  land,  enlarges 
“  trade,  reduces  profit;  and  therefore  thefe  members,  contrary  totherea- 
“  fon  of  things,  defire  that  cloth  may  be  bought  the  cheaper  at  home, 
‘‘  and  fell  the  dearer  abroad;  likewife  that  filk  may  be  bought  the  cheaper 
abroad,  and  fell  the  dearer  at  home. 

“  In  the  mean  while,  the  french  and  dutch  are  encouraged  to  fup- 
“  ply  their  woollen  trade  abroad,  and  their  filk  manufactures  at  home; 

and  our  own  manufacturers,  both  in  wool  and  filk,  are  in  a  great  mea- 
‘‘  fure  deprived  of  their  employments:  the  turks  alfo  at  this  very  dme 
“  carry  on  a  cloth  manufacture  of  their  own. 

“  There  can  be  no  doubt,  but  the  fpeedy  exportation  of  what  is  now 
“  provided,  will  be  a  greater  encouragement  towards  the  buying  more. 
“  cloth,  than  the  detaining  it  can  be,  in  as  much  as  moff  of  this  muft 
“  be  fold,  before  another  fupply  can  follow  it:  but  were  it  otherwife,  it 

VoL.  1.  H 
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“  is  prefumed,  that  thofe  who  have  induftrioufly  laid  out  their  eftates  in 
“  cloth  ought  not  to  be  hindered,  for  the  fake  of  thofe  who  have  neg- 
“  ledted  and  it  is  probable,  that  the  complainants  are  as  likely  to  buy 
“  more  cloth,  as  any  other  member  whatever. 

Although  the  company  have  frequently  pradlifed  this  way  of  trading 
by  general  Ihips,  yet  it  has  often  occafioned  mifunderftandings  be- 
tween  the  members  themfelves,  and  alfo  between  the  members  and 
«  manufacturers .  Two  inftances  maybe  offered;  one  upon  the  like  occa- 
“  fion  with  this.  Some  members  made  application  to  king  Charles  in 
“  council;  the  company  was  heard,  and  pretended  many  difficulties:  the 
“  king  himfelf  afked  the  queflion,  whether  there  might  be  any  members, 
“  who  notwithftanding  what  was  alledged,  were  willing  to  trade;  and  it 
was  anfwered  there  might.  Then,  faid  the  king,  they  fhall  trade,'  and 
“  ordered  the  trade  to  be  opened. 

“  The  other  was  a  complaint  of  the  manufacturers  to  the  houfe  of 
‘‘  commons,  upon  a  delay  of  fhipping,  when  an  annual  export  for  tur- 
“  KEY,  in  fummer  for  aleppo,  and  in  winter  for  Smyrna  and  constan- 
“  TiNOPLE,  would  have  probably  been  enaCted  by  law,  had  not  the 
‘‘  company,  by  large  promifes  of  doing  the  thing,  prevented  it. 

“  Now,  whether  this  pretended  power  to  flop  trade  be  warrant- 
“  able,  or  whether  it  has  been  exercifed  for  the  common  good, 

^  ^  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  this  honourable  committee  ?’* 

It  is  natural  to  imagine  that  fuch  bold  and  explicit  declarations  as  thefe, 
would  be  productive  of  enquiries  into  the  date  of  the  turkey  company; 

'  and  it  was  accordingly  debated  very  warmly  in  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
whether  it  would  not  be  for  the  interefl  of  the  nation  to  leave  the  com¬ 
merce  to  TURKEY  free  and  open,  as  the  Portugal  and  Spanish  trades  are. 

A  fair  conclufion  could  not  indeed  be  drawn  from  this  memorial,  for  tlio’ 
feveral  errors  were  committed  twenty  three  years  before,  it  did  not  follow 

that 


Chap.  VIII.  THE  CASPIAN  AND  TURKEY  TRADES. 

that  the  turkey  company  Rill  purfued  falfe  maxims,  deftrudive  of  that 
trade  by  which  fo  many  had  been  enriched.  Upon  the  whole,  this  com¬ 
pany  had  not  fo  great  reafon  to  be  alarmed  at  the  propofal  of  the  Caspi¬ 
an  trade;  for  the  quantity  of  raw  filk  produced  in  the  Persian  domini¬ 
ons,  and  brought  into  England  by  way  of  Russia,  was,  and  probably 
would  have  been,  very  fhort  of  that  which  is  imported  from  turkey: 
and  though  fome  of  our  woollens  had  found  their  way  into  the  weftern 
parts  of  PERSIA  from  turkey,  the  quantity  of  late  years  had  been  but 
fmall;  the  goods  ufed  there  being  moflly  french  and  dutch,  as  already 
mentioned. 

The  TURKEY  company  however  was  really  in  unhappy  circumftances, 
as  appears  from  the  following  memorial,  given  in  a  little  before  this  time, 
complaining  of  the  progrefs  of  the  french  in  the  levant  trade. 

«  To  his  grace  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  his  majefty’s  principal  fecretary 

“  of  Rate. 

(c  t  I  ^HE  governor  and  company  of  merchants  of  England  trading 
“  JL  to  the  LEVANT  feas,  having  lately  received  from  his  majeRy’s 
**  ambaffador  at  Constantinople,  an  account  of  the  great  increafe  the 
“  french  have  made  in  their  cloth  trade  to  turkey,  and  the  encou- 
ragement  given  to  it  by  the  public,  with  obfervations  on  the  prejudices 
“  derived  to  our  English  cloth,  and  the  danger  there  is  of  loling  that 
“  branch  of  our  trade;  they  think  it  their  duty  humbly  to  lay  the  fame 
“  before  your  grace,  and  to  annex  an  account  of  the  french  importati- 
“  ons  of  cloth  into  turkey;  together  with  a  Rate  of  the  British  wool- 
‘‘  len  manufadures  in  thofe  parts  for  fome  years  paR. 

All  the  french  woollen  manufadlures  for  the  levant,  are  made  in 
“  LANGUEDOC,  and  managed  by  the  province  under  the  approbation  of 
“  the  court.  Befides  particular  manufactories,  there  are  about  twelve 
“  which  have  been  built  by  the  province.  In  each  of  thefe  there  are  con- 
“  veniencies  for  perfecting,  even 'to  the  embaling,  looo  cloths  of  about 

Ha  “40 
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“  40  yards  each,  yearly  i  and  the  province  lets  thefe  manufadlories  rent 
“  free,  upon  an  engagement  annually  to  make  300  only  of  thefe  cloths, 
“  and  allows  five  livres  for  every  fuch  cloth. 

“  We  have  the  fame  fource  of  materials,  if  the  public  would  give  any 
“  help  and  encouragement  to  preferve  fo  valuable  a  trade.”  And  the  am- 
bafiador  adds^  As  the  trade  to  the  levant  has  been  a  depofit  of  your 
country  in  your  hands,  you  will  not  fuffer  it  to  perifli  there  (tho’  with- 
‘‘  out  any  mifmanagement  of  yours)  without  calling  for  help.”  He 
fays  further,  “  That  in  the  Ration  he  is  in,  he  thought  himfelf  obliged 
to  give  us  this  info'rmation,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  trade,  as  to  his 
“  rnajefty  and  the  public. 

“  The  FRENCH  import  at  Constantinople  and  aleppo  about  12000 
cloths  yearly  j  and  at  each  of  thefe  places  there  have  been  for  feveral 
“  years  part,  and  ftill  remain  large  quantities  of  English  cloth  unfold, 
‘‘  occafioned  by  fo  large  an  importation  of  french  cloth}  particularly 
at  ALEPPO  in  February  laft  (after  the  company’s  fliip  came  away  from 
scanderoon)  about  5000  English  cloths  remained  there  unfold,  at 
“  coNSTANTiNpPLE  above  4000  cloths,  and  at  Smyrna  above  3000 
“  cloths. 

June  28,  1739.  William  Dunster,  deputy-governor. 

This  was  foon  followed  and  confirmed  by  a  fecond  memorial,  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

‘‘To  his  grace  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  his  majefty’s  principal  fecre- 

“  tary  of  Rate. 

“  ^  HE  governor  and  company  of  merchants  of  England  trading 

‘‘  '  JL  to  the  LEVANT  feas,  had  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  grace, 

“  on  the  28th  June  1739,  a  reprefentation  of  the  great  increafe  the 

\ 

“  french  have  made  in  their  cloth  trade  to  turkey,  and  the  encou- 

“  ragement 
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“  ragement  given  to  it  by  the  public,  with  obfervations  on  the  preju- 
“  dice  derived  to  our  English  cloth,  and  the  danger  there  is  of  lofing 
“  that  branch  of  trade. 

The  faid  company  having  lately  received  advice  from  Sir  everard 
“  FAWKENER,  his  majcfty’s  ambaflador,  of  advantages  lince  obtained  by 
“  the  FRENCH  from  the  port,  do  think  it  their  duty  to  lay  the  fame 
“  before  youf  grace. 

I.  “  A  reduction  of  their  cuftom  upon  cloth,  from  40  to  30  dollars 
the  bale  of  20  pieces. 

II.  ‘‘  A  total  abolition  of  the  duty  called  meffataria,  which  is  two  dol- 
«  lars  and  one  fixth  of  a  dollar  per  bale  of  cloth,  and  one  and  half 
“  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  upon  all  goods  fold  by  weight. 

“  Thofe  advantages  obtained  by  the  french  in  turkey,  with  the 
“  great  encouragement  given  them  by  their  government,  encreafe  our 
“  apprehenfions  of  not  being  able  to  cope  with  them  in  the  cloth  trade, 
without  affiftance  from  this  government. 

London,  Sept.  9.  William  Du  ns  ter,  deputy-governor. 

1740. 

Thefe  papers  being-  laid  before  the  commiflloners  of  trade,  they  made 
the  following  report. 

To  their  excellencies  the  lords  juftices. 

‘‘  May  it  pleafe  your  excellencies,  , 

“  X  N  obedience  to  your  excellencies  command,  lignified  to  us  by  Mr. 

A  STONE,  in  his  letter  of  the  15th  of  September,  we  have  taken 
“  into  confideration  the  two  memorials  from  the  governor  and  compa- 
‘‘  ny  of  merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  levant  feas,  delivered  to 
his  grace  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  one  of  his  majefty’s  principal  fe- 

“  cretaries 
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cretaries  of  ftate,  fetting  forth  the  difadvantages  the  English  trade  lies 
“  under,  by  the  encreafe  ot  the  french  cloth  trade  to,  turkey  j  and 
“  alfo  the  treaty  of  commerce  lately  concluded  between  the  ottoman 
‘‘  PORT  and  FRANCE,  whereupon  we  humbly  take  leave  to  reprefent  to 
your  excellencies, 

“  That  we  have  been  attended  on  this  occadon  by  Mr.  dunster,  de- 
puty-governor  of  the  faid  company,  and  by  fome  of  the  principal  mer- 
«  chants  trading  to  the  levant  feas,  and  having  had  fome  difcourfe  with 
them,  they  informed  us, 

“  That  their  trade  lay  under  many  confiderable  difadvantages,  which 
had  occafioned  a  very  great  decreafe  thereof  for  fome  years  paft.  By 
the  many  encouragements  given  in  France  to  the  woollen  manufac- 
«  tures,  the  french  were  enabled- to  underfell  them,  at  the  feveral* ports 
«  in  the  levant;  by  means  of  which  great  quantities  of  British  cloth 
exported  to  turkey  remained  unfold  in  their  houfes  in  that  country. 

“  That  the  company  is  at  a  very  high  expence,  to  the  amount  of 
“  8000 1.  a  year,  in  maintaining  the  ambalTador  his  majefty  fends  to  the 
“  PORT,  as  well  as  confuls,  and  other  public  ojfficers  in  that  country, 
which  in  the  prelent  low  condition  of  their  trade,  they  are  not  able  to 
fupport. 

That  they  apprehend  if  a  bounty  was  to  be  allowed  on  the  exporta- 
‘‘  tion  of  cloth  to  the  levant  (which  might  include  Spain,  when  a 
‘‘  trade  fhall  be  again  open  with  that  crown,  and  alfo  italy)  and  the 
duty  on  turkey  lilk  and  grograms  imported  into  great  Britain, 
“  lowered  j  it  might  be  a  means,  not  only  of  relieving  them  in  their  pre- 
‘‘  fent  difficulties,  but  might  enable  them  to  continue  the  expence  of  tho 
public  minifters  at  the  port,  and  to  carry  on  this  valuable  branch  of 
“  trade  with  advantage}  whereas  at  prefent  it  labours  under  a  large  debt, 
“  contracted  by  the  faid  company,  which  they  have  no  hope  of  paying, 
while  it  continues  in  tliis  drooping  condition. 


“  As 
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“  As  to  the  treaty  lately  concluded  between  the  ottoman  port  and 

“  FRANCE,  which  we  had  communicated  to  them,  they  acquainted  us 

“  that  they  did  not  fo  clearly  fee  what  advantages  were  given  thereby  to 

“  the  FRENCH;  but  as  there  was  a  tariff  to  be  fettled,  in  confequence  of 

‘‘  this  treaty,  they  fhould  be  better  judges, when  they  fhould  fee  the  faid 

“  tariff,  of  which  they  expedled  fome  further  account  from  the  ambaffa- 

“  dor  at  the  port. 

\ 

“  But  we  mud  beg  leave  to  obferve  to  your  excellencies,  that  we  very 
‘‘  much  queftion  whether  the  expedients  they  propofe  be  practicable;  and 
“  we  cannot  take  upon  us  to  determine,  whether  the  parliament  will  come 
“  into  any  aCt  for  reducing-the  duties  on  turkey  filks  and  grograms,  or 
“  for  granting  a  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  woollen  manufactures,  but 
more  efpecially  for  a  partial  bounty. 

“  We  mult  likewife  reprefent  to  your  excellencies,  that  having  atked 
“  the  faid  merchants  whether  it  would  not  be  for  their  fervice,  that  his 
“  majefly’s  ambaffador  at  the  port  fhould  be  inflruCted  to  apply  for  the 
“  obtaining  all  the  advantages  granted  to  any  other  nation,  they  feemed 
“  to  decline  it,  on  account  of  the  encreafe  of  expence,  fuch  application 
“  muft  be  attended  with;  and  as  no  other  expedient  hitherto  has  occur- 
“  red  to  us,  that  might  be  effectual  in  the  prefent  cafe,  we  muff  content 
“  ourfelves  with  dating  to  your  excellencies  the  matters  of  faCt  as  they 
appeared  to  us  upon  our  difcourfe  with  the  faid  merchants. 

All  which  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted. 

Martin  Bladen. 

Whitehall,  October  9,  R.  Plumer. 

1740.  Ja.  Brudenell. 

'  R.  Croft. 


CHAP. 


(  64  ) 
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An  aSi  of  parliament  obtained  for  the  Caspian  trade,  British  fadiors 
fent  into  the  north  of  Persia.  Ti’he  Russian  minijiry  alarmed  at  Mr, 
eltonV  entering  into  the  fervice  of  nadir  shah. 

WHATEVER  reafons  at  that  time  prevented  the  turkey  com¬ 
pany  from  receiving  fuch  national  encouragement  as  they  feemed 
to  think  neceffary,  it  was  one  popular  argument  in  favour  of  the  propofed 
trade  to  Persia,  that  it  would  not  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  affiftance,  and 
would  be  free  to  every  fubjed  on  the  common  terms  of  the  fmall  fine  or '' 
contribution  of  five  pounds.  The  encreafe  of  the  foreign  confumption  of 
our  woollen  manufadtures,  and  the  introduction  of  raw  filk  on  the  eafiefi: 
terms,  were  alfo  reafons  of  the  mofl  perfuafive  kind,  to  bring  the  parlia¬ 
ment  to  a  refolution  in  favour  of  it.  Several  members  of  the  Russia 
company  were  called  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  particularly  Mr. 
ROBERT  DiNGLEY,  and  Mr.  ROBERT  CR AMMON D,  who  managed  the 
point  fo  well,  that  the  arguments  produced  by  the  turkey  company,  had 
no  longer  any  weight. 

The  national  benefit  being  therefore  apparent  to  both  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  an  adt  was  paffed  that  feffions  as  follows. 


TT  7  HERE  AS  by  letters  patent,  dated  at  Westminster  the  26th  of  fe- 
V  V  bruary,  in  the  firft  and  fecond  years  of  the  reign  of  king  philip  and 
“  queen  mary,  their  majeflies  did  give  and  grant  to  certain  perfons  therein  men- 
“  tioned,  by  the  name  of  merchants  adventurers  of  England,  for  the  difcovery 
■“  of  lands,  territories,  ifles,  dominions,  and  feigniories  unknown,  and  not  be- 
“  fore  their  late  adventure  or  enterprize  by  feas  or  navigation  commonly  fre- 
“  quented,  the  foie  privilege  of  trading  to  the  dominions  and  territories  of  the 
emperor  of  Russia. 

“  And 


/ 
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And  whereas  the  liberties,  powers,  and  privileges  granted  by  the  faid  letters 
“  patent,  were  afterwards,  by  an  ad:  of  parliament  made  in  the  eighth  year  of- 
“  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  confirmed  to  the  faid  merchants,  and  their  fuc- 
«  ceflbrs,  by  the  name  of  the  fellowfhip  of  English  m.erchants  for  difcovery  of 
“  new  trades  (now  commonly  called  the  Russia  company,)  by  which  the  faid  fel-- 
“  lowfliip  are  to  have  the  foie  privilege  of  trading  to  and  from  the  dominions  and* 
«  territories  of  the  emperor  of  Russia,  lying  northwards,  north-eaftwards,  and' 
“  north  weftwards,  from  the  city  of  London  j  as  alfo  to  the  countries  of  arm^- 

‘‘  NIA  MAJOR  or  MINOR,  MEDIA,  HYRCANIA,  PERSIA,  Or  the  CASPIAN  fea ; 

“  And  whereas  by  an  ad  made  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  years  of  the  reign  of 
“  king  WILLIAM  the  third,  to  enlarge  the  trade  to  Russia,  any  fubjed  of  this' 
“  realm  hath  a  right  to  be.  made  free  of  the  faid  fellowfhip,  paying  for  fuch  his' 
“  ad miffion  five  pounds  and  no  more: 

“  And  whereas  by  an  ad  of  parliament  pafled  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign 
“  of  his  late  majefty  king  Charles  the  fecond,  entituled  an  ad  for  encouraging 

and  increafing  of  fhipping  and  navigation,  it  is  amongfl  other  things  enaded, 
“  that  no  goods  of  foreign  growth,  produdion,  and  manufadure,  which' 
“  by  the  faid  ad  are  to  be  brought  into  England,  Ireland,  wales,  the  iflands 

“  of  GUERNSEY  Or  JERSEY,  Ot  tOWn  of  BERWICK  UPON  TWEED,  in  ENGLISH  OP 

“  Other  fhipping  navigated  in  fuch  manner  as  therein  is  mentioned,  fhall  be  fhip- 
^  ped  or  brought  from  any  other  place  or  places,  country  or  countries,  but  only 
“  from  thofe  of  the  faid  growth,  produdion  or  mianufadure,  or  from  thofe  ports' 
“  where  the  faid  goods  and  commodities  could  only,  or  were,  or  ufually  had  been 
“  firft  fhipped  for  tranfportation,  and  from  none  other  places  or  countries, 
“  under  the  penalties  of  the  forfeiture  of  all  fuch  goods,  as  alfo  the  fhip  in  which 
‘‘  they  are  imported,  with  all  her  guns,  furniture,  ammunition,  tackle,  and  ap- 
“  parel,  to  be  divided  and  recovered,  as  in  the  faid  ad  is  direded,  with  provifo 
“  that  the  faid  ad  fhall  not  extend,  or  be  meant,  to  reftrain  and  prohibit  the  im-' 
“  porting  of  any  of  the  commodities  of  the  streights  or-  levant  feas,  in  en- 
“  glish  built  fhipping,  and  navigated  as  therein  is  direded,  from  the  ufual  ports 
“  or  places  for  lading  them" within  the  faid  streights  or  levant. feas,  or  the  im- 
“  porting  any  east  india  commodities,  loadendn  the  like  fhipping,  and-fo  na- 
“  vigated  from  the  ufual  place  or  places  for  lading  of  them,  in^  any  part  of 
“  thofe  feas,  to  the  fouthward  and  eaftward  of  cabo  bona  speranza,  although 

VoL.  i.  .  I  the 
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“  the  faid  commodities  be  not  of  the  very  growth  of  the  faid  ports  or  places  re* 
“  fpeftively  : 

“  And  whereas  at  the  time -of  paffing  the  faid  afl  laft-mentioned,  it  was  not 
iifual  to  bring  to  this  kingdom  raw  filk,  and  other  goods  and  commodities  of 
the  growth,  produce  or  manufafture  of  Persia,  through  the  dominions  and 
territories  of  the  emperor  of  Russia  : 

“  And  whereas  it  may  be  of  great  advantage  to  this  kingdom  to 'open  a  trade 
“  to  and  from  Persia  through  Russia,  by  promoting  the  confumption  of  the 
woollen  and  other  manufadiures,  goods,  and  commodities  thereof,  if  raw  filk, 
“  and  other  the  goods  and  commodities  of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufac- 
“  ture  of  PERSIA,  be  permitted  to  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  Russia,  ia 
“  return  for  fuch  woollen  and  other  manufadlures  as  fliall  be  exported  from  hence 
“  into  RUSSIA,  and  from  thence  carried  into  Persia,  and  not  otherwife ;  be  it 
“  enafted,  by  the  king’s  moft  excellent  majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
“  fent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  prefent  parlia- 
“  ment  affembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  from  and  after  the 
“  24th  day  of  June,  1741,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  perfoil  or 
“.perfons  free  or  to  be  free  of  the  faid  fellowfliip  of  English  merchants,  for  dif- 
“  covery  of  new  trades,  commonly  called  the  Russia  company,  exclufive  of  all 
“  others,  to  bring  and  import  into  this  kingdom,  in  British  built  Ihipping,  na- 
vigated  according  to  law,  from  any  port  or  place,  of  or  belonging  to  the  .czar 
“  or  emperor  of  Russia,  raw  filk,  or  any  other  goods  or  commodities  of  the 
growth,  produce,  and  manufadure  of  Persia,  (provided  fuch  manufadure  be 
“  made  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  Persia)  being  purchafed  by  barter,  with 
“  woollen  or  other  manufadures,  gopds  or  commodities  exported  from  great 
“  BRITAIN  to  RUSSIA,  and  from  thence  carried  into  Persia  (gold  and  filver  in 
•“  coin  or  bullion  excepted)  *,  or  with  the  produce  arifing  from  the  fales  of  fuch 
manufadtures,  goods,  or  commodities  fo  exported  to  Russia,  and  carried  into 
PERSIA  as  aforefaid,  and  not  otherwife;  upon  paying  or  fecuring  the  cuftoms 
•“  and  other  duties,  now  payable  for  the  fame,  by  any  law  now  in  force,  according 
“  to  fuch  rules,  methods,  and  diredlions,  and  in  the  fame  manner  and  form,  and 
with  fuch  allowances,  abatements,  difcounts,  and  drawbacks,  and  under  fuch 
“  penalties,  forfeitures,  and  difabilities,  as  are  by  law  prefcribed  and  pradlifed  on 
“  the  importation  of  the  like  goods  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufadture  of 
PERSIA,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  -from  any  port  or  place  in  the  levant 

“  feas. 


Chap.  _IX.  CARRIED  INTO  EXECUTION.  6;^ 

“  feas,  by  any  perfon  or  perfons  free  of  the  levant  or  turkey  company-,  any 

“  thing  in  the  faid  recited  ad,  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  king 

“  CHARLES  the  fecond,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwithftanding. 

« 

“  And  be  it  further  enaded,  that  no  filk  or  other  produce,  commodities,  or 
“  manufadures  of  Persia,  lhall  be  imported  into  great  Britain  through  rus- 
“  siA,  by  virtue  of  this  ad,  unlefs  the  importer  or  importers  thereof  do  take  an 
“  oath,  or,  being  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  a  folemn  affirmation,  before  the 
“  colledor,  cuftonier,  or  comptroller  of  his  majefty’s  cuftoms,  (who  are  here- 
by  impowered  to  adminifter  the  fame)  at  the  port  or  place  of  importation, 
“  that,  to  the  bell  of  his  or  their  knowledge  and  belief,  the  filk  and  other  the  * 
“  produce,  commodities,  or  manufadures  of  Persia,  contained  in  his  or  their  • 
entry  or  entries,  was  or  were  really  and  truly  purchafed  by  barter  with  woollen  . 
or  other  manufadures,  goods,  or  commodities  exported  from  great  Britain 
“  to  RUSSIA,  and  from  thence  carried  into  Persia,  (not  being  gold  or  filver  in. 
“  coin  or  bullion)  or  with  the  produce  arifing  from  the  fales  of  fuch  woollen . 
“  or  other  manufadures,  goods  or  commodities  fo  exported  as  aforefaid,  and  not . 
‘‘  otherwife*,  and  in  default  of  taking  fuch  oath  or  affirmation,  all  fuch  filk  or  • 
“  other  the  produce,  commodities,,  or  manufadures  of  Persia,  fo  imported' 
“‘from  RUSSIA,  fhall  be  liable  to  be  feized  and  forfeited,  in  like  manner  as  if- 
“  the  fame  had  been  imported  contrary  to  the  faid  ad,  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of 
“  the  reign  of  his  late  majefly  king  Charles  the  fecond,  intituled,  an  ad  for  en-  - 
“  couraging  and  increafing  of  fhipping  and  navigation. 

“  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enaded,  that  nothing  in  this  ad  contain- - 
“  ed  fhall  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  the  permitting  the  uling  or  wear- 
“  ing,  in  this  kingdom,  any  wrought  filks,  or  other  the  goods  or  commodities 
“  of  the  manufadure  of  Persia,  mentioned  in  the  ad  palTed  in  the  eleventh  year 
“  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majefly  king  william  the  third,  intituled,  an  ad  for 
“  the  more  effedual  employing  the  poor,  by  encouraging  the  manufadures  of 
“  this  kingdom,  which  may  be  imported  by  virtue  hereof  through  Russia-,  but 
“  the  fame  ad,  and  every  claufe  therein  contained,  fd  far  as  the  fame  relates  to 
“  the  importing  the  faid  goods  into  the  port  of  London  only,  and  to  the  entry 
“  thereof,  and  payment  of  the  duties,  and  putting  the  fam.e  into  proper  ware- 
“  houles,  and  exporting  them  on  fecurity,  and  to  the  feizing  and  profecuting 
“  thofe  goods,  and  dividing  the  produce  of  fuch  feizures,  and  keeping  proper 
accounts  thereof,  and  fubjeding  the  perfons  concerned  to  penalties  and  difabi- 

I  2  “  lities, 
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“  ties,  for  breach  of  the  faid  a6l,  fhall  be  pradlifed,  and  be  of  full  forco  and  ef- 
“  fe(5t  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  as  if  the  faid  a6t,  and  the  feveral  claufes  there- 
“  in  contained,  were  particularly,  and  at  large,  repeated. and  fet  down  in  the  body 
of  this  aft. 

•  “  And  be  it  further  enabled,  that  if  any  qneftion, .  difpute,  or  doubts  lhall  a- 

rife,  whether  any  of  the  goods  or  commodities  to  be  imported  by  virtue  of 
«  this  aft,  be  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufafture  of  Persia,  or  not,  or 
■“  were  imported  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  thig  aft,  and  the 
“  fame  fhall,  for  that-  reafon,  be  feized  as  forfeited,  the  proof  thereof  lhall  be 
“  incumbent' on  the  importer  or-claimer,  and  not  upon  the  officer  or  informer*, 
“  and  the  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms,  if  they  fee  fufficient  caufe,  fhall  and  may 
“  direft  the  officer  of  the  cuftoms,  who  made  the  feizure,  to  proceed  in  the  pro- 
“  fecution  thereof,  or  not ;  and  judgment  thereupon  fhall  be  given  for  recovery 
of  the  forfeiture.  * 

A 

“  And  it  be  it  further  enafted,  that  if  any  aftion  or  fuit  fhall  be  commenced 
againft  any  perfon  or  perfons,  for  any  thing  done  in  purfuance  of  this  aft,  the 
“  defendant  or  defendants  in  fuch  aftion  or  fuit  may  plead  the  general  ifllie,  and 
“  give  this  aft,  and  the  fpecial  matter,  in  evidence,  at  any  trial  to  be  had  there- 
“  upon*,  and  that  the  fame  was  done  in  purfuance  and  by  authority  of  this  aft; 
“  and  if  it  fhall  appear  fo  to  have  been  done,  then  the  jury  fhall  find  for  the  de- 
“  fendant  or  defendants*,  and  if  the  plaintiff  fhall  be  nonfuited,  or  difcontinue  his 
“  aftion,  after  the  defendant  or  defendants  fhall  have  appeared,  or  if  judgment 
fliall  be  given  upon  any  verdift  or  demurrer  againft  the  plaintiff,  the  defendant 
or  defendants  fhall  and  may  recover  treble  cofts,  and  have  the  like  remedy  for 
the  fame,  as  defendants  have  in  other  cafes  by  law. 

“  Provided  alfo,  that  any  thing  in  this  aft  contained  fhall  not  extend,  or  be 
conftrued  to  extend,  to  hinder  or  deprive  the  corporation  of  the  united  com- 
pany  of  merchants  of  England,  trading  to  the  east  indies,  from  having  and 
“  enjoying  all  and  every  fuch  powers,  privileges,  franchifes,  benefits,  matters, 
“  or  things,  as  do  or  fliall  belong  to  them,  or  which  they  could  or  might  en- 
“  joy  in  any  manner  of  ways,  if  this  aft  had  not  been  made  5  any  thing  in  this 
aft  to  die  contrary  notwithftanding. 
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“  And  be  it  further  enabled,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  this  fhall  be  ad- 
“  judged  and  deemed  to  be  a  public  ad,  and  fliall  be  judicially  taken  notice  of 
“  as  fuch,  by  all  judges,  juftices,  and  other  perfons,  without' fpecially  pleading 
“  the  fame.” 


The  RUSSIA  company  now  prepared  to  fend  fadors  into  ghilan,  and 
with  them  a  confidcrable  quantity  of  cloth,  and  other  woollen  goods. 
This  enterprize  required,  in  a  more  peculiar  manner,  great  unanimity.  The 
.ARMENIANS  Were  already  fixed  in  the  Caspian  commerce3  and  it  is  na¬ 
tural  for  people  who  have  long  enjoyed  the  foie  pofTeffion  of  any  thing, 
to  reafon  themfelves  into  a  perfuafion  that  they  are  the  only  rightful  pro¬ 
prietors  of  it,  and  confequently  that  they  do  themfelves  but  jufhice  in 
employing  all  their  fkill  and  induftry  to  oppofe  thofe  who  pretend  to 
fliare  with  them.  The  Russia  company  was  very  early  apprized  of 
what  they  were  to  exped  from  the  Armenians ^  it  would  have  been 
therefore  their  intereft  to  eftablifh  one  houfe  only  in  ghilan,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  jealoufy  and  difcord,  which  are  but  too  frequent  in  our 
fadories  abroad,  and  which  might  be  apprehended  in  fo  remote  and 
lawlefs  a  country  as  Persia.  However,  as  a  prefage  of  future  difafters, 
feveral  of  the  moft  confiderable  Russia  traders,  either  from  a  jealoufy 
which  they  had  entertained  of  thofe  who  had  given  Mr.  elton  the 
firfl  countenance  in  this  enterprize,  or  from  a  more  judicious  fufpicion  of 
ELTON  himfelf,  declined  throwing  their  effeds  into  his  hands,  but  fent 
Mr.  JAMES  BROWN,  Mh  MARTIN  KYCK  VAN  MIEROP,  and  Mr.  RICH¬ 
ARD  WILDER  into  GHILAN,  wlio  arrived  there  in  1742,  with  cloth  and 
other  manufadures  to  a  very  confiderable  value.  Mr.  elton  was  not  a 
little  mortified  at  this  ftep;  however  the  firfl  of  the  two  British  fhips 
built  at  CASAN,  and  now  completed,  was  put  under  his  diredion.  Be¬ 
ing  alfo  powerfully  fupported  by  large  confignments  of  cloth,  and  other 
proper  goods,  he  went  into  Persia  ^ 


They  are  but  ill  acquainted  with  life,  who -do  not  know  that  it  is 
checquered  with  evil,  and  the  pleafures  and  advantages  of  it  alloyed  with 


*  See  Woo  DR  OOF  e’s  journal,  chap.  22,  and  23. 
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their  contraries.  I  have, already  obferved,  that  Mr.  elton  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Russian  fervice,  and  was  bred  a  feaman.  He  had  many 
abilities,  but  wanted  Tome  talents  that  were  requilite  on  the  prefent  oc-- 
cafion. 

'  No  fooner  was  he  arrived  in  ghilan,  than  a  quarrel  enfued  between 
him  and  the  Russian  conful  arapoff.  Whether  this  was  owing  to 
Mr.  elton’s  being  deficient  in  that  fkilful  moderation,  fo  eflential  to  the 
good  condudl  of  commercial  affairs,  I  will  not  pretend  to  fayj  arapoff 
appeared  to  me  a  very  honefi;  and  difcreet  man:  this  however  is  mofi: 
certain,  and  in  elton’s  favour,  that  very  foon  after  his  arrival  in  Per¬ 
sia,  captain  woodroofe,  who  commanded  the  firfi:  British  fliip  built 
for  this  trade,  was  treated  by  the  Russian  fecretary  at  derbend,.  with 
great  cruelty,  as  will  be  fully  related  hereafter. 

Ambition  had  certainly  a  (hare  in  Mr.  elton’s  refolutions^  for  he  im¬ 
mediately  entered  into  the  fervice  of  nadir  shah,  as  fuperintendent  of 
the  PERSIAN  coaft  of  the  Caspian,  with  defign  to  build  fliips  in  the 
EUROPEAN  manner,  if  it  fliould  be  found  pradlicable.  The  news  of  this 
foon  reached  the  factors  of  St.  Petersburg,  but  in  a  very  obfcure  and 
imperfect  manner.  It  gave  them  however  fome  concern  for  the  fecurlty 
of  their  effects,  and  fiill  more  for  the  offence,  which  they  eafily  forefaw 
would  be  taken  by  the  Russian  court. 
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authors  voyage  Riga.  A  defer  iption  of  elsineur,  the  Sou?2dy  and 

the  forts  that  guard  this  pajjage. 

IN  February  1743,  I  accepted  the  offer  of  a  partnerfliip  in  Mr.  ding- 
ley’s  houfe  at  St.  Petersburg  j  in  confequence  hereof  I  was  made 
acquainted  with  the  Caspian  trade,  which  was  then  in'  its  infancy,-  and 
the  object  of  the  fanguine  hopes  of  feveral  of  our  moft  confiderable  mer¬ 
chants.  From  that  time  I  indulged  a  defire  of  feeing  Persia,  a  coun¬ 
try  fo  renowned  for 'great  and  memorable  events  both  in  antient  and 
modern  hiftory. 

\ 

In  April  following  I  embarked  in  the  river  Thames  on  board  an  Eng¬ 
lish  fhip  bound  for  riga.“  The  feveral  wrecks  which  then  appeared 
in  the  fands  and  Ihallows  on  the  eaft  coaft  of  England,  gave  me  but 
melancholy  impreffions  of  the  danger  of  a  fea  life.  We  had  fevere  wea¬ 
ther  for  the  feafon,  and  the  ffiip  being  very  old  and  crazy,  rendered  my 
fituation  by  no  means  agreeable.  It  is  perhaps  hard  to  fay  if  the  motion 
a  (hip,  or  the  fmell  of  tar  is  moft  apt  to  create  the  fea  ficknefs;  when  this 
ficknefs  is  extreme,  certainly  nothing  but  the  acuteft  diftemper  can  ex¬ 
ceed  it:  gentle  acids,  and  coolingt foods  are  the  greateft  relief. 

It  was  now  the  beginning  of  May,  yet  the  winds  in  the  north  fea  were 
extremely  cold.  The  Baltic  is  feldom  clear  of  ice  till  the.  middle  of 
that  month,  and  the  winds  which  pafs  over  it  are  generally  piercing. 
At  length  we  arrived  in  the  sound.  This  streight  is  about  two  En¬ 
glish  miles  broadj  the  caftle  of  kronenbUrg,  on  the  Danish  fide, 
guards  the  entrance.  Elsimburg  is  on  the  oppofite  fide,  on  the  sw'ed- 
isH  continent.  In  fome  winters  this  paffage  is  frozen  up. 

The 
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The  duty  paid  here  at  different  periods  of  time,  has  varied  very  much ; 
it  is  now  near  3  4ths  per  cent,  upon  moft  kinds  of  goods,  and  it  is  faid 
to  amount  to  70,000  crowns  ^  The  original  of  this  duty  was  to  defray 
the  charge  of  light-houfes  and  buoys,  which  the  Danes  fixed  at  proper 
places,  for  the  fafety  and  convenience  of  navigators;  thus  they  eafily 
procured  the  confent  of  the  feveral  princes  and  ffates  who  traded  into  the 
BALTIC,  to  which  this  is  a  more  important  pafs,  than  Gibraltar  is  to 
the  MEDITERRANEAN.  In  times  of  war  veffels  of  moderate  burthen  have 
paffed  the  greater  belt  at  the  back  of  Zealand;  though  the  navigation 
here  is  more  precarious,  and  the  streights  of  newberg  are  alfo  very 
narrow.  In  1644,  and  the  following  year,  the  Hollanders  paffed  the 
soiJND  in  merchant-men  as  well  as  fiiips  of  war,  though  the  swedes, 
with  whom  they  were  at  war,  were  then  poffeffed  of  both  fides  of  the- 
paffage. 

The  cannon  now  mounted  in  kronenburg  caftle  are  large,  and  pro¬ 
bably  much  bigger  than  they  were  in  thofe  days;  but  a  fufficient  depth 
of  water,  a  leading  gale,  and  intrepid  mariners  might  eafily  furmount 
any  obfiacle  to  be  found  there,  fhould  neceffity  require  the  trial.  This 
caftle  projedls  into  the  water,  and  is  fo  far  detached  from  the  town  as 
to  enjoy  an  open  and  delightful  profpedt,  and  by  its  buildings,  extent, 
and  verdure  within  the  walls,  is  rendered  an  agreeable  place  \ 

The  confuls  of  England,  France,  Holland,  and  Sweden,  refide 
in  the  town.  Mr.  fenwick,  the  English  conful,  received  me  very  po¬ 
litely,  ELSENEUR  is  a  neat  little  town,  watered  by  a  fpring  in  the  eaft 
part  of  it;  and  the  ftreets  being  in  fome  places  lined  with  trees,  have  an 
agreeable  effedl.  The  neighbourhood  of  the  swedes  makes  the  Danish 
garrifon  ftri(ft:  in  the  examination  of  all  who  come  into  the  town.  Co¬ 
penhagen  is  diftant  from  hence  about  20  English  miles. 

*  Lately  increafed  to  100,000  crowns,  of  5  s.  6  d.  the  Danes  having  wifely  taken  the  precaution 
to  inftruft  fome  of  their  cuitom-houfe  officers  in  the  Russian  language,  the  duties  being  demanded  on 
the  goods  fpecified  on  the  clearances  in  Russia. 

‘  The  works  I  am  told  are  lately  enlarged,  and  made  more  formidable  than  at  the  time  I  faw  them. 

■  .  The 
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The  remarkable  piety  of  the  banish  nation  appears  even  amongft  the 
common  foldiers.  I  obferved  with  great  pleafure  their  good  order  and  dif- 
cipline.  When  the  guard  was  mounted,  they  made  their  addrelTes  to  the 
fupreme  being,  in  a  regular  manner  ^  The  banes  are  faid  to  maintain 
30,000  men.  They  have  a  fmall  trade  to  china  ;  our  mailers  of  Ihips 
are  fometimes  fupplied  by  that  nation  with  china  goods,  but  of  late  years 
thefe  are  not  only  much' advanced  in  price,  but  very  bad  in  quality.  This 
is  alfo  a  little  magazine  of  wine,  brandy,  and  fuch  commodities  as  are 
iifed  by  the  merchant  Iliips.  The  boats  employed  in  this  road  are  very 
broad  and  Ihallow,  and  though  the  fea  fometimes  runs  high,  they  live, 
as  the  feamen  term  it,  in  a  furprizing  manner. 


From  ELsiNEUR  we  weighed,  and  palTed  by  Copenhagen,  the  royal 
palace  of  which  forms  a  magnificent  profpedl  from  the  water.  The  fea 
here  is  often  very  clear  and  tranfparent.  Hence  we  palTed  by  bornholm, 
which  affords  an  agreeable  profpedt  in  ferene  weather,  but  in  the  clofe  of 
the  feafon  is  a  great  objedl  of  terror  to  mariners ;  few  Iliips  navigate  this 
fea  from  November  to  April.  Soon  after  we  defcried  the  coafl  of  cour- 
lanb,  which  affords  a  fandy  and  inhofpitable  profpedt. 

Having  gentle  breezes,  in  a  fliort  time  we  made  the  bay  of  Riga.  As 
it  was  now  the  end  of  May,  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  how  pleafant  the 
BALTIC  fea  is,  and  how  much  the  fcene  was  changed  for  the  better.  Tho* 
a  maritime  life  had  no  utility,  yet  failing  in  fair  weather  might  induce 
many  to  pradlife  it,  who  defire  to  enlarge  the  fcene  of  their  pleafures. 
Here  we  were  obliged  to  lighten  our  fhip,  by  throwing  out  part  of  the 
ballad,  that  fhe  might  not  draw  above  1 1  feet  water,  being  the  depth 
iifually  found  on  the  bar. 

c  A  praftife  fo  little  imitated  in  fome  of  the  polite  nations,  that  one  hardly  ever  fees  a  foldier  at 
church,  but  when  he  is  going  to  execution  for  defertion,  or  worfe  crimes.  It  was  remarkable  in  the 
late  war,  that  when  all  the  different  nations  which  compofed  the  confederate  army  were  performing 
their  daily  devotions,  the  *  *  *  *  foldiers  only,  feemed  to  have  no  fenfe  of  the  being  of  a  God. 
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After  a  tedious  paffage  of  26  days,  it  was  no  fmall  pleafure  to  go  a- 
fliore;  but  by  no  means  agreeable  to  be  carried  as  a  prifoner  to  the  cafile 
of  DWENAMUND,  wherc  I  was  kept  above  an  hour  in  the  company  of 
common  foldiers,  and  under  fecretaries,  who  are  but  a  fmall  remove  from 
common  foldiers. 

Russia  being  then  at  war  with  Sweden,  I  was  queftioned  if  I  had  any 
paflport.  They  faw  that  I  was  a  merchant  from  England  5  I  produced 
letters  of  recommendation  from  monfieur  narriskin,  then  the  Russian 
minifter  at  the  court  of  London,  to  count  bestucheff,  the  great  chancel¬ 
lor  of  RUSSIA,  and  alfo  to  count  lestock  ^  and  yet  they  made  great  diffi¬ 
culties  concerning  the  want  of  a  paffport,  which  it  is  not  ufual  to  bring 
from  ENGLAND.  Petty  officers  in  the  Russian  fervice,  often  conjure  up 
difficulties,  out  of  a  religious  regard  to  the  letter  of  their  orders;  but  the 
mafter  of  the  ffiip  no  fooner  made  the  ordinary  compliment,  than 
we  were  received  by  the  officer  on  duty  as  the  friends  of  his  fovereign. 
From  thence  I  went  by  land  about  half  a  day’s  journey  to  Riga. 

^  The  fame  who  was  afterwards  difgraced. 


CHAP. 
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( 

The  author  is  detained  at  Riga,  order  of  the  governor.  Befcription  of 
that  city  and  its  trade.  An  account  of  dorpt  and  narva,  njoith  the 
trade  thereof.  The  author  arrives  at  St.  Petersburg. 

IT  was  about  the  20th  of  May  when  I  arrived  at  Riga.  The  weather 
was  as  hot  as  ever  I  remember  it,  during  many  years  abode  in  Portu¬ 
gal;  for  the  fun  leaves  the  horizon  only  three  or  four  hours,  and  its  re- 
fiedlion  continues  even  great  part  of  that  time,  fo  that,  tho’  the  dews 
fall,  neither  the  earth,  nor  confequently  the  air,  has  time  to  become  tem¬ 
perate. 

Here  I  was  received  by  the  British  fadlors  with  great  kindnefs  and 

marks  of  regard,  particularly  by  Mr.  thomas  spencer  and  his  brother. 
Thefe  gentlemen  are  diftinguifhed  by  their  affluence  and  generolity. 
They  gave  me  a  hofpitable  reception,  which'  was  the  more  plealing,  as  I 
found  myfelf  referved  for  the  honour  of  being  a  ftate  prifoner.  I  pro¬ 
duced  the  moft  indubitable  credentials,  the  fame  I  have  already  mention¬ 
ed;  and  alfo  letters  of  recommendation  to  the  English  fadlors  in  riga, 
by  all  which  it  appeared  I  was  an  English  fadtor  going  to  refide  in  St. 
PETERSBURG.  But  the  govcmor  having  received  orders  that  no  perfon 
fhould  proceed  from  thence  without  exprefs  leave  from  the  court  then  re- 
fiding  in  St.  Petersburg,  he  would  not  give  me  a  pafflport,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  wait  there  for  feventeen  days.  Such  is  the  jealoufy  which  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  swedes  creates  in  time  of  war. 

I  fpent  this  time  as  agreeably  as  a  garrifon  and  its  confines  would  per¬ 
mit,  but  not  a  little  mortified  and  furprized  with  the  extreme  heat.  I 
was  affured,  that  after  the  melting  of  the  fnow,  the  earth  being  impreg¬ 
nated  with  the  nitre  which  the  fnow  contains,  fometimes  brings  to  ma¬ 
turity,  in  fix  weeks,  the  rye  which  has  lain  in  the  ground  during  the  win- 
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terj  and  that  wheat  has  been  Town  and  reaped  within  the  fame  time:  the 
truth  of  which  I  fliould  have  dilputed,  if  it  had  not  been  afferted  by 
perfons  of  undoubted  veracity. 

This  city,  which  had  now  a  confiderable  garrifon  of  Russian  forces, 
was  built  about  the  year  1 1 90,  when  this  country  tirft  received  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  CHRIST.  It  is  the  metropolis  of  livonia,  a  place  of  great 
confequence,  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  57,  on  the  north  eaft  of  the 
DWENA,  which  runs  into  the  gulph  of  Riga.  It  was  taken  from  the 
SWEDES  by  PETER  THE  GREAT  in  i/io,  after  a  dege  of  three  months, 
in  which  time  the  Swedish  garrifon,  by  famine,  the  plague,  and  the 
fword,  were  reduced  from  12000  to  5000  men;  and  of  the  burghers  and 
inhabitants  there  died -about  60,000.  Several  houfes  have  yet  marks 
of  the  bombardment;  the  gallantry  of  the  swedes  in  defending  this 
place,  was  in  fome  meafure  rewarded  by  the  fuperior  genius  of  peter 
THE  GREAT,  who  granted  the  town  a  very  honourable  capitulation, 
which  has  been  ever  lince  religioufly  obferved.  The  magiftracy  pre- 
ferve  the  civil  power,  according  to  their  antient  immunities;  and  the  keys 
of  the  town  gates  are  depolited  with  them  every  night.  The  burghers 
have  the  foie  right  of  buying  of  the  polish  and  Russian  merchants^ 
and  confequently  the  English  faflors,  and  other  foreigners,  can  buy  on¬ 
ly  of  the  burghers:  the  latter,  by  this  exclufive  privilege,  might  be  much 
enriched;  but  by  exceflive  high  living,  and  making  their  trade  a  kind  of 
llock-jobbing,  numbers  of  them  of  late  years  are  become  bankrupts. 
Befides  the  corporation  of  burghers,  which  has  the  management  of  the 
city  affairs  only,  the  crown  has  a  court  under  the  Russian  laws.  This 
takes  cognizance  of  the  affefsments  for  quartering  of  foldiers,  and  other 
matters  relating  to  the  government.  There  is  alfo  a  provincial  court  for 
the  affairs  of  the  province,  confidered  as  diflind:  from  the  city. 

The  river  dwena  generally  clofes  about  the  end  of  November,  and 
opens  again  near  the  middle  of  March;  fo  that  this  town  has  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  St.  PETERSBURG,  the  NEVA  being  there  clofed  about  fix  weeks 

longer.  ■ 
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longer.  When  the  ice  breaks  up,  it  often  comes  down  in  fuch  large 
pieces,  and  with  fo  vad  a  weight,  as  to  remove  points  of  land,  and  form 
l3anks,  which  fometimes  remain  for  feveral  years.  This  renders  it  impof- 
fiblc  for  any  {landing  bridge  to  be  built  over  the  river,  an  inconveniency 
which  is  removed  by  a  bridge  of  rafts  and  boards,  during  the  fummer 
feafon;  fo  that  they  walk  even  with  the  furface  of  the  water.  About 
300  veffels  can  conveniently  lay  and  take  in  their  loading  to  the  depth  of 
nine  feet  water.  Larger  fhips  load  ina  creek  not  far  diflant,  where  there^are 
feven  fathoms  water;  and  {hips  which  cannot  pafs  the  bar,  load  below  it, 
at  a  place  called  the  baldera. 

The  chief  commodities  here,  are  hemp,  {lax,  malls  and  timber.  The 
quantity  of  the  hemp  is  generally  about  40,000  fchipounds  %  which  is 
brought  down  in  llruzes  ^  of  50  to  70  feet  long,  and  20  to  30  feet 
broad,  made  head  and  ftern  alike,  and  {leered  by  oars  of  about  25  feet, 
of  which  there  is  one  at  the  head,  and  another  at  the  Hern. 

The  poLANDERs  bring  a  large  proportion  of  thefe  commodities,  chief¬ 
ly  from  the  polish  ukIraine.  The  flax  is  brought  from  druana  and 
LITHUANIA,  a  great  part  of  which  they  call  druana  ragitzer  and  Li¬ 
thuania  RAGiTZER,  The  timber  is  from  thofe  parts  of  Poland  which 
border  on  turkey;  great  part  of  that  which  is  fit  for  mails  is  two  fum- 
mers  in  its  palTage  to  Riga.  This  place  formerly  exported  vail  quan¬ 
tities  of  corn  for  Sweden  and  other  countries;  but  the  fyllem  of  politics 
in  that  country  having  been  for  fome  time  repugnant  to  that  of  Russia, 
the  town  has  fulfered  the  inconvenience  of  a  prohibition. 

Riga  has  fometimes  loaded  annually  near  500  Ihips,  of  which  above 
300  were  from  the  united  provinces  ;  but  as  the  trade  of  that  coun¬ 
try  in  general  has  been  for  fome  years  on  the  decay,  the  number  of 
dutch  {hips  at  this  port  has  decreafed;  nor  indeed  has  the  timber,  in 
which  great  part  of  the  trade  confllled,  been  fo  eifential  to  thofe  pro- 

®  6406  tons.  5  bottomed  boats 
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vinces,  fince  they  have  found  that  flones  will  make  a  more  lalling  fence, 
againft  the  inroads  of  the  fea. 

They  meafure  here  by  the  ell,  of  which  i  4  is  equal  to  a  yard  Eng¬ 
lish.  Their  foot  of  12  inches,  is  equal  to  11  inches  English,  Their 
weights  are 

1  ounce 

32  loot 

20  pound 

20  lifpound 

And  they  generally  reckon  3  |  Ct.  English  to  a  fchippound. 

Liquors  are  fold  by  the  ftoop,  of  which  three  are  equal  to  an  English 
gallon. 

The  money  current  here  is  rix  dollars  alberts,  equal  to  80  farthings, 

2  farthings  =  i  mark. 

20  marks  =  i  ort. 

4  orts  I  rix  dollar,  alberts. 

This  mark  is  an  imaginary  fpecies  of  money,  but  they  have  another 
kind  of  mark  of  6  grofs,  by  which  fome  commodities  are  bought. 

The  farthings  are  polish  as  well  as  Swedish  coin. 

The  merchants  keep  their  accounts  in  rix  dollars  ^  and  grofs,  90  grofs 
to  a  rix  dollar. — But  the  tradefmen  keep  their  accounts  in  rix  dollars  of 
40  marks. 

4 

The  houfes  here  are  made  fteep  in  the  roof,  for  the  better  carrying  off 
the  water,  which  is  very  penetrating  when  the  fnow  melts.  In  this  they 

8  Generally  worth  5  s.  6d.  according  as  the  exchange  is  on  Amsterdam. 


2  loot. 

1  pound  of  16  ounces. 
I  lifpound. 

I  fchippound. 
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excel  the  Russians,  who  have  hill  greater  occafion  to  provide  againft  the 
like  inconvenience.  The  cellars  are  ufed  as  magazines  for  flax,  and  o- 
ther  goods  j  and  the  entrance,  or  firfl:  apartment,  in  mofl:  houfes,  is 
the  coach-houfe,  by  which  you  mufl:  pafs  to  the  parlour  and  din¬ 
ing-room.  The  houfes  have  feldom  above  two  ftories,  and  the  ftreets 
arc  narrow.  German  is  the  language  of  the  people  of  Riga,  but  the 
peafants  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  other  parts  of  livonia,  fpeak  un¬ 
due  tch,  a  dialed:  entirely  differing  from  the  german. 

My  partner  in  St.  Petersburg,  having  procured  a  paffport  for  me,  I 
provided  myfelf  with  a  fleeping  waggon'^,  and  on  the  yth  of  June  1  took 
poll:  for  St.  PETERSBURG.  The  foil  about  Riga  is  fandy,  but,  after 
fome  diflance,  the  country  becomes  more  pleafant.  In  fome  places  it 
is  champaign,  in  others  the  hills  diverlify  the  fcene.  It  abounds  in  wood 
and  corn  land,  and  is  well  watered.  The  pofl:  horfes  are  exceeding  bad, 
but  as  the  flages  are  fliort,  and  the  houfes  clean,  this  inconvenience  is 
fupportable.  The  ordinary  flations  for  the  polls  are  fhar,  at  the  river 
AA,  GARBiN,  KUKATz  and  DORPT,  in  all  about  230  werfts. 

Dorpt  Hands  on  a  plain,  and  is  watered  by  the  river  embeck,  which 
runs  into  the  lake  peipus.  The  country  on  the  fide  towards  Riga  pre- 
fents  a  mofl:  delightful  profped.  Its  trade  confifts  moftly  in  corn  and 
flax,  of  which  confiderable  quantities  are  fent  to  Riga.  The  people  here 
pretend,  that  every  third  year  their  wheat  degenerates  into  rye;  an  opi¬ 
nion  that  probably  has  taken  its  rife  from  an  unfkilful  cultivation  of  the 
land,  which  may  caufe  the  fize  and  fubfiance  of  the  grain  to  be  greatly 
diminifiied.  ’Ti&  perhaps  from  the  fame  reafon  reverfed,  the  Hunga¬ 
rians  pretend,  that  in  fome  parts  of  Hungary  the  earth  is  naturally  fo 
fruitful,  and  probably  fo  well  nourifhed  by  cultivation,  that,  after  three 
years,  rye  becomes  wheat;  but  neither  of  thefe  pretended  fluffs  was  it  my 


**  Thefe  are  made  of  leather,  refembling  cradles,  and  hung  upon  braces. 


Part  L 


8o  DESCRIPTION  OF  RIGA, 

bufinefs  to  difpute.  Dorpt  has  the  appearanceof  a  fuperb  heap  of  ru¬ 
ins,,  Here  are  the  remains  of  a  cadle  which  peter  the  great  took 
from  the  swedes  in  1704,  upon  which  occafion  great  part  of  the  town 
was  deftroyed  by  fire.  From  hence  the  country  near  the  road  is  cleared 
of  wood,  and  in  many  places  well  inhabited.  I  travelled  along  the 
banks  of  the  lake  peipus,  which  is  faid  to  abound  in  fifh.  It  is  120 
werfts  iong,  and  60  broad,  communicating  with  the  lake  pscow  \  the 
borders  of  which  are  famous  for  producing  flax.  From  dorpt  to  for¬ 
ma  POSTERN  37,  to  RANDAFFPUNGERN  38,  tO  PURRAW  34,  tO  VAVA- 
RA  20,  to  NARVA  4 1  Werfts, 

Here  I  was  received  with  great  hofpitality  by  Mr.  thomas  winn, 
an  ENGLISH  merchant,  who  always  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  great 
kindnefs  to  his  countrymen  who  pafled  through  this  province,  as  well  as 
for  the  integrity  and  exadlnefs  of  his  commercial  correfpondency,  by  which 
he  has  acquired  a  confiderable  fortune.  Narva,  which  is  the  capital  of 
ESTONIA,  is  not  a  large  town,  but  hands  on  a  rifing  ground,  is  clean,  and 
well  fortified.  Its  trade  confifts  moftly  in  flax  and  timber^  of  the  firfl,  about 
220,000  poods’^  are  generally  brought  to  market,  part  of  it  on  thefnow; 
but  the  greateft  quantity  is  tranfported  in  fpring,  from  Pscow,  through  the 
lake  PEIPUS.  Two  werfts  above  the  town  there  is  a  cataradl  in  the  river 
NARVA,  at  which  they  are  obliged  to  unload  the  barks. — Holland,  Por¬ 
tugal,  and  feveral  parts  of  the  Baltic,  as  well  as  England,  take  off 
this  flax;  as  the  Hollanders  the  greateft  part  of  the  timber.  Formerly 
they  loaded  300  to  400  ftiips  annually,  with  this  article  only;  but  now  the 
number  is  reduced  to  about  100.  The  exportation  is  limited  by  the  Rus¬ 
sian  government  to  120,000  balks  \  which  are  of  20  to  40  feet  long,  and 
10  to  15  inches  fquare.  The  English  generally  demand  the  largeft,  and 
the  HOLLANDERS  the  fmalleft  kind.  Every  ton  of  {hipping  in  meafure- 
ment  will  take  a  load  of  timber,  50  folid  feet  being  reckoned  to  a  load. 

^  Vulgarly  called  the  lake  pleskow.  About  3,500  tons.  1  Firr  trees. 
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The  import  here  is  about  15,000  lbs.  weight  of  tobacco,  and  a  fmall 
quantity  of  bale  goods ;  but  the  greateft  article  is  fait,  of  which  they 
take  near  100,000  poods'”,  180  poods  being  reckoned  to  the  laft,  of 
two  tons  ENGLISH.  There  is  no  depth  of  water  for  (hips  of  above 
'  120  tons 5  fo  that  larger  veflels  are  obliged  to  lay  in  the  open  road,  where 
they  are  often  diftreffed  by  hard  gales  of  northerly  winds ;  but  this  evil 
is  intended  to  be  remedied  by  building  a  pier.  This  city  is  remarkable 
in  ftory  for  the  great  defeat  which  the  Russians  met  in  the  infancy  of 
their  military  power,  when  100,000  of  them  fled  before  a  handful  of 
swedes.  This  happened  in  the  year  lyooj  and  four  years  afterwards  it 
was  obliged  to  yield  to  the  fuperior  numbers  and  fortune  of  the  Russi¬ 
ans,  who  have  held  it  ever  fince^  and  in  confequence  of  the  favour 
which  was  fhewn  it  by  the  czar,  the  town  enjoys  its  civil  government, 
without  labouring  under  any  oppreflion. 

From  NARVA  I  departed  for  jamburg,  on  the  river  luga,  over  whicH 
there  is  a  floating  bridge  *  here  alfo  flands  an  old  caflle.  From  thence  I 
proceeded  to  osertes,  pafTing  out  of  Estonia  into  ingria,  where  the 
road  is  moflly  made  of  timber.  The  land  within  20  werfls  of  St.  Peters¬ 
burg  on  the  banks  of  the  Neva,  is  very  marlhy.  From  narva  to  St. 
PETERSBURG  is  1 46  werfts,  and  the  whole  diflance  from  Riga  546”, 
Notwithftanding  the  feveral  flops  I  made  on  the  road,  together  with  the 
bad  pofl  horfes,  I  arrived  the  fourth  day  without  much  difflculty. 

“  Above  1100  tons.  "  398  miles. 
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BRITISH  PETERSBURG  alarmed  by  the  complaints  of  the  court' 

of  RUSSIA  againft  Mr.  elton.  I’he  author  offers  his  fervice  to  go  into 
PERSIA,  and  takes  the  charge  of  a  caravan  of  woollen  goods  defigned  for 
that  country. 

I  Arrived  at  St.  Petersburg  the  loth  of  June,  a  day  fdmewhat  re¬ 
markable  to  me,^  as  being  the  fame  on  which  I  landed  at  Lisbon 
fourteen  years  before,  when  I  firft  went  abroad ;  but  remarkable  to  many 
for  the  birth  of  a  man,  who  might  as  well  have  not  been  born  for  any 
good  he  has  done  the  world  in  general,  or  his  unfortunate  and. deluded 
adherents  in  particular. 

I  was  extremely  pleafed  to  find  a  city  fo  open,  airy,  and  regulaidy 
built  in  many  places,  with  very  good  houfes  in  the  Italian  tafie. 

My  reader  will  remember  that  I  had  formed  a  defign  of  going  into 
PERSIA,  fhould  any  convenient  occafion  offer.  The  feveral  intimations 
of  the  diflreffed  condition  of  that  country,  had  indeed  made  fome  impref- 
fion  on  me,  but  not  much  abated  my  cufiofity.  Very  few  weeks  had  pafi: 
before  my  partner,  and  other  factors  who  were  correfpondents  with 
Mr.  ELTON,  being  alarmed  with  the  complaints  of  the  Russian  court 
in  relation  to  that  gentleman,  refolved,  that  one  of  them  would  make  a 
journey  into  Persia.  I  then  offered  my  fervice,^  which  was  accepted. 

How  far  Mr.  elton  had  carried  the  defign  of  trading  from  great- 
BRiTAiN  over  the  Caspian  fea  into  Persia,  and  how  well  it  had  fucceed- 
ed  to  his  wifhes,  has  been  already  related  :  but  now  we  had  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that,  not  contented  with  the  purfuit  of  comercial  affairs,  he  had 
injudicioufly  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  nadir  shah,  to  build  fhips  on  the 
CASPIAN  after  the  European  manner.  This  was  not  then  acknowledg- 

'  ed 
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ed  by  el  ton,  nor  entirely  credited  by  his  friends  in  St.  Petersburg, 
but  was  thought  a  fufficient  caufe  to  make  an  enquiry.  Other  reafons 
of  jealoufy  alfo  concurring,  we  applied  to  Sir  cyril  wych,  at  that  time 
his  majefty’s  minifter  at  the  court  of  Russia,  and  he,  by  a  memorial  to 
the  great  chancellor’s  office,  demanded  a  palfport  for  me,  which  was 
granted. 

I  provided  myfelf  with  a  convenient  fleeping-waggon,  another  for  my 
flerk,  and  a  third  for  my  baggage,  alfo  a  Russian  menial  fervant,  a  tar¬ 
tar  boy  and  a  foldier :  then  having  received  fuch  inftruddons  as  were  ne- 
ceffiary  from  the  fadors  who  -were  interefted  in  this  new  commerce,  and 
taken  upon  me  the  charge  of  a  caravan  of  thirty  feven  bales  of  englih 
cloth,  I  prepared  for  my  journey. 

This  caravan  of  cloth,  making  twenty  loads,  fet  out  the  iR  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  The  loth  of  that  month  I  followed  it,  not  without  fome 
painful  apprehenfions  that  though  I  might  probably  arrive  time  enough 
to  obtain  a  paffiage  over  the  Caspian  into  Persia,  yet  the  caravan  would 
be  too  late  in  the  feafon. 


I  had  an  order  for  nine  poft-horfes,  and  was  determined  to  make  what 
fpeed  the  conveyance  of  the  feveral  neceffary  things  I  carried  with  me 
would  admit  j  but  notwithRanding  this  order  for  the  facility  of  obtaining 
fuch  a  number  of  horfes,  and  greater  difpatch,  I  hired  copeachnicks®. 
It  is  too  much  the  cuRom  in  Russia  for  officers  or  perfons  who  travel 
with  fervants  or  foldiers,  to  treat  the  peafants  with  infolence.  The  firR 
charge  I  gave  my  attendants,  was,  to  avoid  every  occafion  of  difpute, 
and  Rill  more  of  oppreffion  5  that  if  any  infult  was  offered  to  them,  they 
Ribuld  inform  me,  that  I  might  judge  in  what  rnanner  it  ought  to 
be  refented. 


®  Peafants  horfes,  for  which  they  pay  one  copeek  or  a  half-penny  each  werft^j  whereas  poft-horfes  are 
but  I  a  copeek,  and  not  fo  good. 
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The  rainy  and  frofty  feafon  being  already  come  on,  I  found  the  roads 
extremely  bad,  efpecially  for  about  fifteen  werfts.  The  adjacent  countr)^' 
to  St.  PETERSBURG,  would  be  impafiable  but  for  the  great  care  which 
is  taken  in  mending  the  roads  with  timber  and  fafcines.  A  peace  being 
concluded  with  Sweden,  we  overtook  great  numbers  of  foldiers  who  were 
retiring  to  their  winter  quarters. 

I 

On  the  nth  we  found  the  road  better,  though  the  ground  about  us 
was  marlhy,  and  little  or  no  arable  land  appeared.  We  got  this  even¬ 
ing  to  PREESTAN,.  which  is  123  werfts  from  St.  Petersburg.  On  the 
1 2th  we  advanced  thirty-fix  werfts  to  the  river  volcoff,  which  it  was 
neceftary  to  pafs.  The  banks  of  this  river  are  very  pleafant,  part  con- 
fifting  of  rich  arable  lands.  It  communicates  with  the  lake  lodoga, 
veftels  pafling  through  this  river  to  the  canal,  which  runs  into  the  neva; 
alfo  with  the  lake  ilmen  at  novogorode  from  whence,  by  the  river 
MSTA  and  twersa,  it  communicates  with  the  volga  at  the  city 
UGLITZ. 

The  ferry-man  finding  that  I  was  a  merchant,  began  to  be  infolent. 
Thefe  boors  ufually  entertain  a  contemptible  notion  of  their  own  traders, 
compared  with  military  people,  which  they  extend  to  merchants  in 
general.  I  could  not  help  obferving  upon  this,  as  upon  many  other  oc- 
cafions,  the  obftinate  opinion  which  the  peafants  had  imbibed  of  the  little 
refpedt  due  to  merchants,  though  this  barbarity  of  manners  wears  off  very 
faft  amongft  the  politer  part  of  the  people.  The  delay  and  impertinence 
to  which  I  found  myfelf  thus  expofed,  neceftarily  called  on  my  foldier  to 
exercife  his  cane,  which  foon  brought  my  antagonift  to  his  duty.  As  the 
road  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  this  river  was  exceeding  bad,  we  intended 
to  have  gone  up  to  novogorode  by  water,  but  the  wind  blowing  ftrong 
in  our  teeth  prevented  us.  >  ' 

•  '  The  13th,  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  the  hard  wind  and  rain,  and  ex- 
cefiive  bad  road,  obliged  us  to  halt,  and  fleep  in  our  waggons  in  the 
©pen  field,  efpecially  as  one  of  them  remained  till  morning  ftuck  in  a  bog. 

We 
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We  overtook  a  party  of  cossAcks,  who  had  ferved  in  the  war  againft  the 
SWEDES  5  one  of  them  leized  hold  of  my  horleSj  but  he  foon  difpelled 
my  fears  by  informing  me  that  he  had  difcovered  the  horfe  he  had  loft 
three  years  ago,  which  proved  to  be  the  real  cafe ;  he  very  civilly  pro¬ 
cured  me  another,  to  the  next  ftage,  and  we  parted  with  mutual  wilhes 
of  a  good  journey.  From  the  volcoff,  we  pafled  the  msta,  near  novo- 
GORODE,  and  thence  came  to  bronitz  on  the  14th,  which  is  230  werfts 
from  St.  PETERSBURG.  I  now  found  the  weather  mild,  which  was  a* 
joyful  circumftance  to  me,  who  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  autumn  jour- 
nies  in  a  rigorous  climate.  The  road  alfo  was  open  and  pleafant,  which 
was  fome  confolation  for  our  being  obliged  to  take  this  rout,  the  beft  road 
being  under  repair.  The  land  in  feveral  places  is  dry  and  arable,  and  pro- 
vifions  fo  cheap,  that  good  beef  may  be  bought  for  the  value  of  three  far¬ 
things  a  pound,  mutton  arid  pork  in  proportion,  and  bread  about  one  fixth . 
part  of  its  ufual  price  with  us  in  England. 

-n  * 

The  RUSSIANS,  though  not  the  acuteft  lawyers,  underftand  how  to  tor¬ 
ture  words,  and  make  thetii  fay  what  was  never  intended :  my  poderos- 
Noi  P,  by  fome  omiffion  or  ambiguity,  now  left  me  at  the  mercy  of  the 
poft-mafters,  as  it  was  fo  worded  as  to  fignify  either  poft-horfes  or  yam- 
SHEEKS'J.  We  pafled  by  krestikoi,  and  went  40  werfts  to  isacoff. 
The  15th.  Laft  night  the  axle-tree  of  my  own  waggon  broke:  the 
RUSSIAN  vehicles,  unlefs  made  by  exprefs  commiflion,  are  very  fubjed: 
to  fuch  accidents.  This  day  we  arrived  at  valdai,  where  is  a  confl- 
derable  monaftery,  fituated  on  a  little  ifland  formed  by  the  adjacent  lake: 
the  town  is  the  property  of  the  monaftery.  The  inhabitants  are’  moftly 
the  dependents  of  the  poles,  who  were  brought  here  as  prifoners  in  for¬ 
mer  wars,  but  the  diftindion  is  now  almoft  loft.  The  drefs  of  the  women 
is  neater,  and  their  perfons  are  more  comely  than  in^  general  thofe  of  the 
RUSSIAN  peafants  j  but  their  excefllive  laughter,  and  painted  faces,  greatly 

diminifti  the  external  charms  which  nature  has  beftowed  on  them.  The 

( 

*  Order  for  horfes.  <  Horfes  for  which  2  copecks  a  werft  are  paid  in  this  place. 
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country  is  .very  hilly,  and  affords  many  pleafant  profpedls.  Venus 
feems  to  have  had  here  a  more  peculiar  refidence  from  the  feveral  amor- 
'  Gus  fongs  vv^hich  the  Russians  hold  in  great  efteem,  in  relation  to  the 
fcenes  of  delight  which  this  place  affords  j  though  the  more  refined  parts 
of  love,  are  hardly  to  be  found  among  the  prefent  inhabitants.  Here  we 
got  horfes  for  i  i  copeeks  a  werft  each  horfe. 

The  1 6th.  By  noon  we  had  advanced  99  werfls  to  vishneivolocho- 
que;  here  we  took  horfes  for  130  werfts.  The  next  day,  pafiing  over 
feveral  branches  of  the  msta  and  twersa,  I  got  to  twere,  where  I 
came  up  with  my  caravan  of  cloth.  Great  complaints  were  made  by 
the  iswosHiCKS  %  of  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  infomuch  that  my  fear 
of  its  not  reaching  Persia  that  year  encreafed;  therefore  inftead  of  one 
horfe  to  each  load,  I  ordered  two,  and  promifed  to  divide  fomething 
oonfiderable  among  the  carriers,  if  they  exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft 
of  their  ftrength  and  ability. 

And  now  we  are  upon  this  fubjedt,  before  I  proceed  further,  perhaps 
it  may  afford  fome  gratification  to  the  curious,  to  be  informed  in  what 
manner  caravans  ufually  travel  in  this  country. 


r 


CHAP.-  XIII. 

^be  beji  manner  of  ordering  caravans  in  Russia,  and  ho  w  they  are  ge¬ 
nerally  conduced, 

IN  RUSSIA,  carriages  for  merchandize  are  drawn  only  by  one  horfe, 
Thefe  vehicles  are  nine  or  ten  feet  long,  and  two  or  three  broad,  and 
are  principally  compofed  of  two  Rrong  poles,  fupported  by  four  wheels 
of  near  an  equal  fize,  and  about  as  high  as  the  fore  wheels  of  our  or- 


^  Carriers. 


dinary 
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dinary  coaches,  but  made  very  flight:  many  of  the  rounds  of  the  wheels 
are  of  a  Angle  piece  of  wood,  and  open  in  one  part  for  near  an  inch; 
and  fome  of  them  are  not  fliod  with  iron. 

The  Arfl;  care  is  to  lay  the  bales  as  high  as  the  cart  will  admit,  on  a 
bed  of  matts  of  the  thickefl:  fort  ^  BeAdes  the  original  package,  which 
is  calculated  to  fland  the  weather,  the  bales  are  ufually  covered  with 
very  thick  matts,  and  over  thefe  other  matts  are  laid,  to  prevent  the  fric¬ 
tion  of  the  ropes;  laflly  there  is  another  covering  of  matts,  in  the  want 
of  raw  cow  hides,  which  >are  always  befl:  to  defend  the  goods  from- 
rain,  or  from  the  fnow,  which,  when  it  melts,  is  yet  more  penetrating.. 
Each  bale  is  fealed  up  with  a  leaden  feal,  to  prevent  its  being  opened  on 
the  road,  or  any  of  the  goods  vended  in  the  country,  that  is,  when  they 
are  intended  for  Persia. 

In  St.  PETERSB.URG,  from  whence  the  British  caravans  always  fet  out,, 
it  is  neceflary  to  provide  a  wipis  ^  which  muft  be  carried  to  the  cuftom- 
houfe  of  ASTRACHAN,  and  alfo  paflports  for  the  people  that  attend  the 
caravan.  The  manner  of  procuring  horfes  is  to  agree  with  one  or  more 
poDERATCHicKS  who  providc  for  the  whole  caravan,  in  the  fummer 
feafon  at  the  rate  of  about  one  ruble  a  pood  for  the  carriage  from  St, 
PETERSBURG  to  ZARITZEN,  which  is  near  1 800  werfls;  and  in  winter 
it  is  only  40  copeeks*.  Thefe  waggons  ufually  carry  from  25  to  30 
poods.  On  every  agreement  of  this  kind,  the  crown  receives  a  duty  of 
I  o  per  cent,  but  the  carriers  are  not  very  fcrupulous  in  regard  to  the  de¬ 
claration  of  the  exa(5t  price. 

% 

As  this  duty  is  by  agreement  ufually  paid  by  the  mafler-carrier,  he  takes 
out  a  CHAMATAvoi  YERLiQURy,  and  having  part  of  the  money  advanced, 
he  provides  the  carriers,  and  every  thing  necellary  for  the  journey.  And 

^  The  RUSSIANS  call  thefe  matts  loobkas  and  finofkas.  *  A  cuftom-houfe  permit.  *  Mailer 
carriers.  36  lb.  English.  *  Which  is  equal  to  19  i  pence  per  ftone  of  14  lbs.  English, 

for  1200  ENGLISH  miles  in  fummer,  but  in  winter  not  quite  8  pence  per  ftone,  y  A  certain  clear¬ 
ance  fo  called. 
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here  a  zapis  *  is  of  excellent  ufe  to  keep  thefe  people  in  order,  for  by  this 
they  oblige  thernfelves  to  watch  the  goods  at  night,  and  preferve  them  as 
much  as  poflible  from  fire,  water,  and  thieves  j  but  in  the  lafi:  cafe  little 
dependence  ought  to  be  made  on  them,  either  for  courage  or  for  arms. 
On  this  account  the  conductor  of  the  caravan  (who  with  us  in  the  Bri¬ 
tish  trade  was  generally  a  foreigner)  ought  to  take  particular  care  of  this 
regifiiered  bond^  for  the  carriers  being  uneafy  at  the  reftraint  it  lays  them 
under,  will  fometimes  attempt  to  fteal  it  from  him  while  he  is  afleep. 

Spring  and  autumn  are  very  bad  feafons  for  ti*avelling,  as  my  caravan  at 
this  time  experienced.  There  is  a  law  in  force,  made  in  favour  of  the 
carriers,  by  which  any  contract  for  tranfporting  merchandize  in  the 
winter  becomes  null  and  void,  if  the  roads  are  broke  up  by  a  thaw, 
.and  thereby  rendered  impracticable  to  travel  in  fledges,  in  which  cafe  the 
carriers  have  the  liberty  of  taking  out  their  horfes,  and  leaving  a  caravan  in 
any  town  they  can  mofl:  eafily  reach.  The  conductors  of  "caravans  gene¬ 
rally  chufe  to  lodge  in  villages,  a  few  miles  wide  of  mosco.  If  they  come 
into  the  city,  the  goods  mufl:  be  houfed  in  the  gostinadwore  %  or  pay 
-three  copeeks  a  load,  the  fame  as  if  they  had  been  houfed.  There  is  no 
neceffity  to  make  any  flay  in  this  city,  except  to  regifler  the  clearances, 
or  to  gratify  the  carriers,  who  are  too  fond  of  the  fpirit  of  corn  to  pafs 
great  towns  without  their  fill  of  it. 

At  NovocHOPERSKAjA,  a  frontier  garrifon  towards  the  don  cos- 
BACKS,  they  examine  the  chamatavoi  yerlique,  already  menti¬ 
oned  j  and  the  officers,  in  order  to  extort  a  prefent,  ufually  make  great 
difficulties  j  but  when  they  are  reminded,  that  according  to  the  treaty  of 
commerce  with  the  British  crown,  and  the  empress’s  regulations  of 
trade,  a  dollar  is  due  for  every  hour  of  illegal  detention,  they  foon  be¬ 
came  reconciled  to  the  acceptance  of  a  loaf  of  fugar,  or  a  few  bottles  of 
brandy,  and  fuffer  the  caravan  to  proceed. 

’  f  a  regiftered  bond.  *  Public  warehoufes. 


The 
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The  caravans  generally  fet  out  about  12,  both  in  the  night  and  day, 
except  in  the  heat  of  fummer.  In  the  winter  between  St.  petersb-urg  and 
Mosco,  they  ufually  travel  70  werds  in  24  hours  ’’j  but  from  mosco  to 
ZARITZEN,  only  40  or  50  \verds:  in  fummer  their  Rages  are  fliorter. 
Great  part  of  the  laft  mentioned  road  being  through  an  uninhabited  coun¬ 
try,  makes  the  carriers  cautious  not  to  jade  their  horfes.  Every  time  they 
fet  out,  the  conductor  ought  to  count  the  loads.  When  neteflity  requires 
that  the  caravan  fliould  be  drawn  within  fences,  or  into  yards,  the  heads 
of  the  waggons  ought  to  Rand  towards  the  door  in  a  regular  order,  and  a 
guard,  who  will  keep  a  better  watch  than  an  ordinary  carrier,  Riould  be 
be  fet  over  it :  for  want  of  this  precaution,  whole  caravans  in  Russia  have 
been  fometimes  confumed  by  lire.  It  is  moR  eligible  to  Rop  in  the  field, 
where  the  ufual  method  is  to  form  the  carriages  into  a  ring,  and  bring 
the  horfes  as  well  as  the  men  within  it,  always  obferving  to  keep  in  Rich 
a  pofition  as  beR  to  prevent  an  attack,  or  repulfe  an  enemy.  The  khal- 
MUCKS  on  the  banks  of  the  volga  are  ever  ready  to  embrace  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  plundering  and  deRroying  paffengers;  therefore  when  there 
is  any  occaRon  to  travel  on  thofe  banks,  which  Riould  be  avoided  as  much 
as  poflible,  an  advanced  guard  of  at  leaR  four  cossacks  is  of  great  ufe ; 
efpecially  to  patrole  in  the  night  j  it  is  not  often  pracRifed  but  I  found  it 
indifpenfably  neceRary  when  I  travelled  on  thofe  banks,  as  I  Riall  have 
occafion  to  relate.  ^ 

A  hundred  carriages  take 'up  two  thirds  of  a  mile  in  length,  fo  that 

when  no  horfeman  is  at  hand  to  fpread  the  alarm,  the  rear  might  be  eaRly 

carried  off.  They  have  not  even  a  trumpet,  horn,  or  other  inRrument 

for  this  purpofej  they  truR  in  providence  and  think  any  care  of  this  kind 

unneceffary,  though  the  negledt  has  fometimes  proved  of  fatal  confequence. 

« 

By  the  time  the  caravans,  which  fet  out  in  the^ winter,  ufually  arrive  at 
zaritzen,  the  volga  becomes  very  dangerous;  for  which  reafon  goods 
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are  houfed  there  till  the  waters  are  open.  From  astrachan  they  fel- 
domv venture  to  travel  on  the  ice  after  January.  It  muft  be  obferved,  that 
to  fave  the  fhipping  feafon,  either  on  the  Baltic  or  the  Caspian  fea, 
it  is  fometimes  neceffary  to  make  loads  only  of  1 5  poods  for  a  fingle  horfe,  ’ 
but  the  hire  of  the  horfes  is  then  eftimated  near  the  fame,  as  if  it  was 
25  poods.  Another  way,  which  I  experienced,  is  to  hire  double  horfes 
to  25  poods,  which  faves  many  days,  and  was  the  caufe  that  my  caravan 
got  fafe  into  Persia,  when  another,  which  fet  out  a  week  fooner  from 
St.  PETERSBURG,  wintered  in  astrachan. 

It  is  neceflary  to  fend  previous  advice  to  zaritzen,  that  a  veffel  may 
be  provided  by  the  time  you  arrive  there.  Thofe  veflels  which  carry 
3000  poods  %  are  as  large  as  is  confiftent  with  fafety  and  difpatch  to  go 
down  the  volga  to  astrachan.  They  coft  from  60  to  100  rubles 
and,  confidering  how  ill  they  are  put  together,  fometimes  prove  very 
dear.  They  require  15  or  20  hands  to  navigate  them,  of  which  half 
ought  to  be  foldiers,  in  order  to  ferve  as  a  convoy  againft  robbers,  of 

which  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  more  at  large. 

✓ 

I  have  been  the  more  minute  in  this  relation,  as  my  intention  is  to  pre- 
ferve  a  remembrance  of  the  manner  in  which  this  branch  of  commerce 
was  conduded. 

«  About  45  tons.  *  1 2  to  1 8 1. 
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A  defcrtptlon  of  twere,  and  of  the  great  road  made  by  the  command  of 
PETER  the  GREAT  from  St,  PETERSBURG  to  Mosco.  The  author  ar¬ 
rives  at  MOSCO.  A Jhort  defcription  of  that  city, 

O  return  to  twere.  It  is  a  very  antient  city,  but  of  no  beauty; 


the  largeft  and  beft  ftru(5ture  was  then  building  for  the  ufe  of  the 
civil  officers  of  the  government.  This  place  ftands  on  both  fides  of  the 
TWERSA,  which  runs  into,  or  is  rather  a  branch  of  the  great  river  Vol¬ 
ga.  Another  large  branch  of  that  river  runs  about  fouth  weft  to  volo- 
dimeroff,  and  from  thence  northwardly  for  many  miles,  terminating 
in  a  little  lake;  fo  that  in  this  place,  as  well  as  in  many  others,  the  Vol¬ 
ga  feems  to  be  a  rich  mine  of  gold  to  the  Russian  empire, 

Twere  is  a  great  rendezvous  for  merchants  who  trade  to  the  towns 
on  the  banks  of  the  volga;  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  the  year,  here  is 
not  a  depth  of  20  inches  water;  yet  in  the  months  of  April  and  May  this 
river  receives  fuch  vaft  floods  from  the  melting  of  the  fnow,  as  raifes  the 
water  to  10  or  ii  feet.  Large  flat  bottomed  veflelsof  200  tons  take  this 
opportunity  of  paffing  to  and  from  astrachan,  and  other  places;  the 
trade  to  Persia  being  fometimes  carried  on  by  the  fame  channel.  They 
bring  here  great  quantities  of  rock  fait,  caviare  and  fifh;  and  carry  back 
bale  goods,  corn,  meal,  and  all  kinds  of  groceries,  performing  the  voyage 
in  16  or  20  days. 

The  19th  we  arrived  at  klin,  which  is  a  very  agreeable -place,  near 
a  fmall  branch  of  the  river  kliazma.  Paffing  through  pieskie,  klu- 
SENO,  petrowskoi,  and  other  fmall  villages,  we  travelled  84  werfts, 
.and  the  next  day  we  arrived  at  mosco,  the  metropolis  of  the  Russian 


empire. 
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Among  other  great  works  of  that  immortal  prince  peter  I.  he  caufed 
a  road  to  be  cut  from  St.  Petersburg,  intending  to  make  the  whole  dif- 
tance  of  734  werfls  ^  in  a  diredt  line  and  perfpedive,  but  it  is  not  entire¬ 
ly  compleated^  nor  is  the  -part  performed,  exactly  on  the  original  plan. 
VaR  forrefts  of  firrs,  birch,  and  other  trees,  were  cut  through,  and  a 
palTage  made  over  moraffes,  which  till  then  was  thought  impoRi- 
ble  to  be  accomplilhed.  Immenfe  quantities  of  timber  \vere  hewn 
down,  ditches  were  made,  and  the  earth  thrown  up  and  levelled;  upon 
which  Rrait  firs,  their  furfaces  being  firft  made  plain,  were  laid  clofe  to 
each  other;  thefe  are  fupported  by  a  foundation  of  the  fame  kind  of  tim¬ 
ber,  -and  the  ends  in  the  center,  for  it  is  compofed  of  two  trees,  and  on  both, 
lides,  are  fecured  by  crofs  timbers.  This  bridge  or  road  of  timber,  is  car¬ 
ried,  according  as  the  land  requires  it,  for  about  150  werfts.  For¬ 
tner  ly  the  timber  way  was  much  longer,  but  as  the  lands  grow  drier, . 
it  becomes  the  more  unnecefTary.  Even  for  this  extent  of  150  werRs, 
allowing  one  tree  with  another  to  be  9  inches  diameter,  and  the  length 
23  feet^,  and  fuppofing  the  foundation  and  Rdes  to  be  only  half  fo  many 
more  as  the  bridge  is  compofed  of,  and  the  road  to  be  46  feet  wide, 
here  is  an  an  expence  of  2,100,000  trees.  But  beRdes  thefe,  there  are 
on  the  fides  of  the  road,  great  quantities  of  timber  cut  down,  which  had 
never  been  ufed. 

On  my  arrival  I  was  received  with  great  hofpitality  by  Mr,  john 
TAMESz,  who  by  his  fkill  and  induRry  as  a  merchant  and  manufacturer, 
has  acquired  a  great  reputation.  His  fabric  appeared  as  a  little  town, 
having  about  400  looms,  which  employs  more  than  1000  hands  in  mak¬ 
ing  fail-cloth,  Rieetlngs,  ravenducks  and  drillings. 

Mosco  is  in  the  latitude  of  55,  40,  and  is  built  in  fome  meafure 
after  the  eaRern  manner,  having  not  many  regular  Rreets,  but  a  great 
number  of  houfes  with  gardens.  Its  circumference  is  about  16  English 

A 

'  487  miles  ENGLISH.  ^  They  are  from  fix  to  twelve  inches  diameter,  being  of  different  fizes,' 
and  in  length  twenty  to  twenty  five  feet.  The  road  is  the  length  of  two  trees  broad. 
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miles.  The  river  moskwa,  which  runs  through  it,  and  joins  the  occa 
near  kolumna,  makes  many  windings,  which  add  a  very  ftriking  beauty' 
to  the  city;  but  in  the  fummer  it  is  in  feveral' places  (hallow  and  unna- 
vigable.  The  feveral  eminences,  groves  of  trees,  gardens  and  lawns  in- 
terfperfed,  form  the  moft  pleaiing  profpe6ls,  and  enliven  the  imagination. 
The  frequent  dreadful  fires  with  which  this  city  has  been  afflicted  ^ 
have  hardly  left  houfes  to  accommodate  the  emprefs’s  retinue*'  without 
diflreffing  her  people;  infomuch,  that  this  princefs  has  been  prevented 
from  taking  that  delight  in  it  which  the  lituation  of  the  place  affords. 
Befides,  hero  are  no  palaces  comparable  to  thofe  of  St.  Petersburg,  pe- 
TERHOFF  and  czarskoizelo,  the  imperial  palace  in  this  city,  being  re¬ 
markable  for  fcarce  any  thing  elfe  than  its  having  thirty  chapels,  and  a 
very  lofty  hanging  garden  :  In  many  parts  it  appears  rather  like  a  prifon 
than  a  royal  palace.  The  number  of  churches  and  chapels  in  mosco, 
is  hardly  within  belief:  they  are  eftimated  above  1800,  but  many  of 
them  are  very  mean  :  mofl  of  the  paintings  were  done  when  this  art  was 
in  its  infancy. 


The  mod  remarkable  thing  I  faw,  is  the  great  bell,  which  is  indeed 
ftupendous,  and  furprizes  equally  on  account  of  its  fize,  and  the  folly 
of  thofe  who  caufed  it  to  be  made :  but  the  Russians,  for  time  imme¬ 
morial  have  had  a  flrange  ambition  of  this  kind.  The  bell  in  quef- 
tion  weighing  near  12327  poods  ',  was  call  in  the  reign  of  the  late 
emprefs  ann:  the  found  of  it  rather  amazed  and  deafened,  than  delight¬ 
ed  the  inhabitants.  It  cofl  a  very  great  fum;  for  every  one  ambitious  to 
contribute  towards  it,  threw  fome  gold  or  filver  into  the  furnaces,  which 
were  four  in  number;  thefe  furnaces  had  cocks,  which  let  off  the  metal 
into  the  mould.  The  geometrical  dimenfions  are  as  in  the  plate  annexed. 
This  bell  was  now  in  a  pit,  over  which  it  had  been  hung ;  but  the  beam 
which  fupported  it  being  burnt,  on  occafion  of  a  great  fire,  it  gave  way 
and  the  fall  made  a  breach  in  it  as  expreffed. 

8  The  account  of  the  fire  in  May  1752  is  immenfe,  they  mention  1 3000  houfes,  which  is  hardly  credible. 

^  The  removal  of  the  court  to  mosco  occafions  fuch  a  conflux  of  people,  that  I  have  beenaflured 
no  lefs  than  80,000  pafTporis  for  mosco  have  been  delivered  in  St.  Petersburg  in  the  fpace  of  a 
few  months.  *  443,77zlb.  English  value  at  3  s.  is  65,681  1. 


The 
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The  waters  of  the  moskwa  are  not  efteemed.  In  fome  feafons 
agues  are  predominant  in  this  city,  but  in  general  the  climate  is  good. 
Being  in  the  heart  of  the  empire  it  is  the  grand  refidence  of  that  part  of 
the  nobility  which  is  not  obliged  to  follow  the  court  j  and  it  is  particular¬ 
ly  inhabited  by  the  chief  merchants  and  manufacturers.  This  city  hav¬ 
ing  for  many  ages  frequently  fuifered  by  dreadful  fires,  which  have  fwept 
away  feveral  thoufand  houfes  at  a  time,  it  would  be  amazing  that  they  Ihould 
ftill  continue  to  build  with  wood,  were  it  not  that  the  cheapnefs  of  this 
kind  of  building,  and  the  poverty  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  render  it 
necefiary.  By  a  late  decree  of  the  Russian  fenate,  the  wood  houfes 
are  limited  to  certain  quarters  of  the  city;  in  all  other  places  they  are 
ordered  to  be  re-built  with  brick  and  ftone*.  It  is  the  cuftom  in  Rus¬ 
sia  to  build  very  faft,  and  without  proper  attention  to  the  quality  of 
the  materials.  Mosco  has  been  more  than  once  ravaged  by  the  tar¬ 
tars  and  POLES;  it  yet  (hows  many  antient  works  of  defence,  but  the 
prefent  pacific  flate  of  this  country  renders  the  fortifications  lets  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  regard. 


Before  we  leave  mosco,  it  is  necefiary  to  obferve  that  there  remain 
many  traces  of  the  antient, Russian  cuftoms,  which  are  hardly  to  befeen 
in  St.  PETERSBURG,  this  lafi:  city  being  in  fome  degree  confidered  as 
another  country:  thofe  who  have  a  fuperftitious  reverence  for  antiquity, 
look  on  it  alfo  with  jealoufy  mixed  with  contempt,  as  being  more 
modern  than  mosco.  The  Russians  in  general  prefcrve  a  great  fhare 
of  the  fimplicity  of  their  forefathers;  they  chufe  the  appellations  of 
father  and  mother,  as  expreffions  of  refpedl,  as  well  as  real  affi¬ 
nity.  Modern  refinements  which  in  fome  countries  have  rendered  it 
unpolite  for  a  fon  to  call  his  father  by  that  endearing  name,  is  little 
known  among  them.  In  the  politefl  correfpondences  of  friendfhip  or  ac¬ 
quaintance,  a  man’s  chriftian  name  with,  that  of  his  father’s,  as  john 

*  Mosco  is  faid  to  have  fuffered,  within  thefe  20  years,  the  lofs  of  above  30,000  houfes.  It  is  re¬ 
markable,  that  the  fire  which  happened  in  1752,  in  two  hours  time  was  carried  to  the  extent  of  two 
VRGLisH  miles. 
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th'e  fon  of  thomAs,  without  any  other  addition,  is  deemed  the  moft  re- 
fpedful  addrefs.  My  caravan  being  at  length  arrived,  I  gave  the  heceffa- 
ry  directions,  and  haftened  its  depatture. 


CHAP.  XV; 

The  author  leaves  Mosco  and  purfues  his  journey  ;  he  enters  tartAry,  de- 
fcribes  the  manners  of  the  cossacks,  and  arrives  at  zaritzen  on  the 
banks  of  the  volga. 

^"1“ ^  H E  24th  of  September,  having  repaired  our  vehicles,  and  provid- 
i  ed  fuch  provilions  as  were  thought  neceffary,  we  left  mosco,  at 
which  time  the  weather  was  become  more  foft  and  pleafant.  We  tra¬ 
velled  fouthward  to  strelkowa,  neikitskoi,  borisowskoi,  and  other 
fmall  villages,  not  far  from  the  weftern  banks  of  the  occa.  The  coun¬ 
try  is  hilly,  but  abounding  in  arable  lands,  and  adorned  with  a  beauti¬ 
ful  variety  of  groves.  Here  we  met  fome  Swedish  prifoners  returning 
to  their  own  country. 

The  25th  at  night  we  arrived  at  kolumna,  80  werfls  from  mosco. 
This  is  one  of  the  cities  of  the  beft  appearance  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
having  many  ftone  and  brick  buildings,  and  a  good  wall :  it  has  alfo  fe- 
veral  turrets  of  a  very  irregular  figure,  yet  being  covered  with  gilded  tin, 
they  make  a  good  appearance.  After  pafiing  the  occa,  I  found  the 
country  very  pleafant;  their  horfes  were  now  feeding  on  the  rye  juft 
fprouting  from  the  earth. 

The  26th,  being  advanced  to  perislawl  rjazanskoi,  I  found  myfelf 
m  another  climate,  for  the  harveft  was  not  yet  gathered  in.  The  roads  are  for 
the  moft  part  very  good;  the  country  has  not  much  wood, but  is  delight¬ 
fully 
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fully  watered.  The  poverty  of  the  people  is ,  great,  as  appears  by  the 
houfes  of  the  peafants,  which  are  covered  with  ftraw,  in  a  manner  that 
declares  their  ignorance  even  ‘of  thatching.  •  Their  language  and  drefs 
had  fome  remarkable  difference  from  thofe  of  the  more  northern  Rus¬ 
sians.  I  was  furprized  to  behold  fo  fine  a  country,  at  the  fmall  dif- 
tance  of  200  werfts  from  the  metropolis,' with  fucli  an' appearance  of 
indigence:  but  fome  lords  are  fuch  bad  osconomids,  that  they  defeat 
their  own  end,  by  not  only  refuting  to  aflifl  their  vaffals,  but  in  a  great 
meafure  obftruding  their  induftry,  thro’  a  rapacious  impatience  of  gain, 
before*  the  peafants  feel  the  fweets  of  their  labour,  a  condud:  which  is 
naturally  produdive  of  indolence. 

The  27th,  the  weather  and  the  road  continued  extremely  pleafant.  Be¬ 
ing  informed  that  a  gang  of  60  robbers  had  the  fame  day  we  paffed  the 
occA,  committed  feveral  robberies  on  that  river  and  its  banks,  we  were 
felicitous  to  get  forward  as  much  as  poffible  out  of  their  reach. 

The  28th,  'Rain  coming  on,  obdruded  our  way  fo  much  that  we  could 
not  travel  above  half  fo  fad  as  in  dry  weather.  We  were  now  in  an 
open  fertile  country,  but  tlie  people  fo  poor  that  many  of  their  we  sees 
confided  only  of  one  room,  about  live  or  fix  yards  fquare,  which  is 
often  dedined  to  contain  fix  or  eight  people  of  both  fexes.  The  inha¬ 
bitants,  who  are  not  numerous  in  thefe  parts,  are  not  very  referved  with 
regard  to  the  ordinary  confequences  of  fuch  cohabitations. 

The  29th,  having  travelled  300  werds  from  kolumna,  we  arrived 
at  KOSLOVE.  This  city  has  a  wall  of  earth,  and  fome  wooden  turrets, 
which  ferved  as  a  defence  againd  the  invadons  of  the  tartars  in  for¬ 
mer  times.'  It  dands  on  a  little  branch  of  the  river  voronitz,  called 
LESNoi  VORONITZ.'  Here  we  paid  only  half  a  copeek*  a  werd  for  each 
‘horfe. 

-  Cottages  fo  called.  1  A  farthing. 
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The  30th,  we  travelled  70  werfts  farther,  to  the  city  of  tambove, 
which  is  a  mean  place.  Here  they  demanded  one  copeek  a  werft  for 
each  horfej  the  peafants  complained  of  the  exadlions  of  the  officers  and 
foldie’rs  who  had  lately  marched  that  way  for  as  track  an  and  the  Per¬ 
sian  frontiers. 

Odtoberthe  iff,  we  entered  the  step.  The  inhabitants  who  are  nearefl 
to  it  often  manure  fome  tradfs  of  land,  by  burning  the  grafs,  which 
grows  to  a  great  length.  In  places  which  are  not  burnt,  provender  ' 
is  found  even  in  the  winter  feafonj  for  by  fcraping  away  the  fnow,  the 
cattle  feed  on  the  half  perifhed  grafs.  We  overtook  a  caravan  of  40  loads 
of  EUROPEAN  goods,  going  to  ZARITZEN,  the  property  of  Armenian  mer¬ 
chants.  The  2d,  we  arrived  at  novochoperskaja,  the  proper  boundary 
of  RUSSIA,  on  the  river  choper,  which  falls  into  the  don.  This  place  is 
the' RUSSIAN  frontier  towards  the  don  cossacksj  it  is  fortified  with  pa- 
lifades,  a  dry  moat,  and  a  rampart  on  which  fome  fmall  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery  are  mounted:  it  is  almofl  furrounded  by  a  pleafant  grove  of  oaks; 
the  adjacent  country  is  very  delightful,  and  the  roads  exceeding  good. 
The  3d,  we  travelled  moff  part  of  the  night  on  the  banks  of  the  cho¬ 
per,  where  there  are  feveral  mills  for  corn;  the  country  is  very  thin 
of  inhabitants,  and  thofe  only  on  .the  weffern  banks.  Leaving  michai- 
LovE,  we  paffed  through  gorozansk  and  khotoskaja,  two  cossack 
towns,  and  arrived  the  next  day  at  urjupin,  a  cossack  village,  100 
werfls  from  novochoperskaja.  Here  I  found  the  people  very  clean, 
and  well  cloathed :  the  women  are  gay  and  comely ;  their  heads  are  adorn¬ 
ed  with  a  cap,  rifing  from  their  forehead  about  eight  inches,  with  two 
points  in  form  of  a  crefcent,  and  their  fhifts  are  ornamented  with  a  red 
crofs.  Unmarried  women  wear  their  hair  plated  behind  after  the  Russian 
manner. 

The  COSSACKS  are  a  fpecies  of  tartars:  their  name  fignifies  free- 
.booters;  but  in  thefe  parts  they  are  civilized,  and  faithful  to  the  Russian 
government,  which  by  an  excellent  policy  is  indulgent  to  them;  fo  that 

VoL.  I.  N  they 
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they  are  ready  when  called  on,  to  attend  the  Russian  army,  and  bring 
with  them  ufually  each  man  two  horfes.  Upon  thefe  occalions  they  are 
well  cloathed,  and  accoutred  at  their  own  expence.  They  receive  no  pay, 
except  in  time  of  war,  when  they  are  adually  employed,  and  then  only 
fix  rubles  a  year,  with  provifion  and  plunder  j  yet  being  exempt  from  taxes, 
they  have  no  provocation  to  forfake  their  maflers.  They  are  a  very  gal¬ 
lant  as  well  as  fober  people,  and  fome  of  them  are  faid  to  poffefs  looo 
fheep,  and  300  cows. 

We  faw  little  more  for  three  days  than  land  and  fky,  except  fome  woods 
and  mountains  to  the  eaftward,  which  gave  pleafure  in  proportion  to  the 
abfence  of  other  objedts.  There  are  prodigious  flights  of  blue  pigeons; 
of  which  we  killed  as  many  as  we  could  confume.  The  pofl;  huts  on  the 
STEP  could  not  always  fupply  us  with  a  fufiicient  number  of  horfes,  fo  that 
where  any  inhabitants  could  be  found  within  fix  or  eight  miles  from  the 
road,  we  were  more  than  once  obliged  to  fend  out  for  them.  Faffing 
the  CHOPER  and  the  don,  wc  advanced,  in  five  days  and  nights,  near  500™ 
werfls  from  urjupin,  having  met  with  very  few  inhabitants.  At  length 
we  arrived  at  grigoriskoi,  which  forms  a.  kind  of  peninfula.  Here 
they  take  a  g'reat  quantity  of  crawfiffi,  efpecially  in  fprrng,  at  which 
tirne  the  flefli  is  mofl  efteemed :  when  they  are  pounded  and  mixed  with 
water,  the  eyes  fink  to  the  bottom.  Quantities  of  thefe  eyes  are  fentinto 
'  turkey,  and  other  countries,  being  well  known  to  be  ufed  in  medicines. 
Their  houfes,  or  rather  huts,  are  built  of  oak  plank ;  but  fo  little  pro¬ 
vident  are  they  of  timber,  that  the  bench  I  fat  upon  was  hewn  with  an 
ax,  and  near  three  inches  thick.  Fiffi  and  fowl  of  all  kinds  are  in  great 
plenty.  They  marry  very  young;  I  had  fome  difcourfe  with  a  boy  of 
'fifteen,  who  was  engaged  to  a  girl  of  the  fame  age. 

The  9th.’  This  morning  we  arrived  under  the  lines  which  are  thrown 
up  from  the  don  "  to  the  volga,  for  the  diftance  of  about  50  werfls. 
The  ditch  is  near  fixteen  feet  deep,  but  not  made  entirely  fquare.  There 
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is  a  bank  of  earth  near  twenty  feet  high,  -with  a  flrong  timber  rail  to¬ 
wards  the  top.  Sentry  boxes  are  placed  at  certain  diftances,  from  which 
the  guard  can  communicate  an  alarm  to  the  chief  garrifon,  zaritzen, 
which  terminates  the  line  on  the  weftern  banks  of  the  volga.  On  this 
fpot  PETER  the  GREAT  intended  to  join  the  don  and  the  Volga,  and 
the  canal  was  adtually  begun  for  that  purpofe.  By  this  means  a  commu¬ 
nication  would  have  been  opened  with  turkey,  and  the  czar  might 
have  attacked  that  empire  with  Ihips  built  on  the  volga,  where  the 
materials  are  in  great  abundance :  but  this  undertaking  proved  very  dif¬ 
ficult  from  the  hardnefs  of  the  foil.  Befides,  as  it  was  found  praftica- 
ble  to  build  fhips  on  the  don,  this  and  other  weighty  reafons  prevented 
the  execution  of  this  defign. 

The  KooBAN  tartars  werefome  years  ago  very  formidable  in  this  part 
of  the  world.  The  river  kuma°  which  difembogues  itfelf  into  the  Cas¬ 
pian,  now  ferves  as  a  barrier  to  thefe  people,  who  are  kept  in  awe 
by  the  Russians.  Not  long  fince,  they  made  incurfions,  and  carried  off 
the  inhabitants  of  whole  villages,  with  all  their  cattle;  but  they  dare 
not  make  their  appearance  at  prefent,  except  in  fmall  parties,  who  fome- 
times  break  through  the  lines  and  carry  off  horfes,  which  is  their  grand 
allurement,  as  they  ferve  for  food  as  well  as  for  ordinary  ufes. 

Though  the  incurfions  of  the  tartars  were  generally  mentioned  as 
a  trivial  matter  with  regard  to  our  new  trade;  yet  the  khalmucks,  a  little 

before  my  arrival,  had  the  boldnefs  to  rob  a  caravan,  in  which  was  a  fum 
of  copper  money,  belonging  to  the  crown,  intended  for  the  garrifon  of 
zaritzen:  they  alfo  killed  and  wounded  feveral  foldiers  who  guarded  it. 

The  fun  was  yet  warm,  and  the  weather  delightful.  On  the  plains,  near 
ZARITZEN,  they  feed  dromedaries,  which  are  not  much  unlike  camels. 

®  The  KAMA,  with  which  this  is  fometimes  confounded,  runs  into  the  volga,  near  casan. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

Remarks  on  the  khalmuck  tartars.  'A  particular  account  of  the  pirates 
who  infefi  the  volga.  H'he  ?2ature  of  the  vefeh  which  navigate  that  river. 
'The  author  s  voyage  down  to  astrachan. 

^ ^  ARITZEN  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  47  at  the  diftance 
^  J  of  1042  werfts  P  from  mosco,  on  a  high  bank  of  the  volga,  of 
which  it  commands  a  delightful  profpe<5t.  The  buildings  are  mean,  nor 
are  there  many  inhabitants :  the  place  is  defended  by  a  deep  ditch,  a 
rampart  garnidied  with  artillery,  and  a  garrifon  of  3000  men. 

In  a  deep  valley,  under  the  fouth  fide  of  this  place,  is  an  encampment 
of  KHALMUCK  TARTARS,  who  are  in  friendfhip' with  the  Russians  fo 
long  as  they  awe  them  by  their  power  j  for  thefe  barbarians  do  not  keep 
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their  faith  more  inviolably  than  fome  politer  nations.  The  khal- 
MUCKS  have  the  fame  form  of  vifage  as  the  Chinese,  but  m6re  fierce 
and  favage.  Thefe  are  difperfed  tribes  of  thofe  mungalians  whom 
the  CHINESE  long  fince  received  as  their  conquerors.  They  are  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows,  and  feed  on  the  flefh  of  horfes,  camels,  drome¬ 
daries,  and  other  animals,  and  eat  the  entrails  of- them,  even  when  the 
bead:  dies  of  the  fouled  diftemper.  They  throw  their  dead  into  open, 
fields,  to  be  devoured  by  dogs ;  of  which  many  run  wild,  and  fome  are 
kept  for  this  purpofe.  If  their  bodies  are  thus  devoured  by  any  number ' 
exceeding  fix,  they  think  honourably  of  the  ftate  of  the  deceafed  5  other- 
wife  he  is  a  difgrace  to  his  relations.  I  could  not  learn  that  they  have 
any  perfualion  of  the  immortality  of  the  fouls  for  the  honour  deriv¬ 
ed  from  the  number  of  dogs  which  devour  the  body,  rather  feems 
to  regard  the  reputation  of  the  dead  amongfl  the  living,  than  any  opinion ! 
concerning  the  happy  or  miferable  ftate  of  the  foul  of  the  deceafed. 

They  worftiip  images,  which  generally  confift  of  a  fmall  bit  of  wood  > 
about  a  palm  in  length  j  the  upper  part  of  it  being  rounded,  is  adorn¬ 
ed  with  fome  rude  marks  to  refemble  human  features  s  the  figure  being 
thus  prepared  is  drefled  up  with  a  few  rags.  It  is  horrid  to  the  ima¬ 
gination,  that  any  creature  bearing  the  form  of  human  nature,  fhould  be 
funk  into  fuch  blindnefs,  as  to  pay  divine  honours  to  fo  bafe  a  repre- 
fentation  ;  though  the  difference  of  this  and  any  other  image- worfhip  does 
not  feem  to  be  very  great:  their  fupreme  deity  is  the  delli  lama.  In 
fine  weather  and  profperous  feafons,  they  carefs  thefe  ragged  deities,  but 
treat  them  very  ill  when  the  contrary  happens and  here  it  ought  to  be 
remarked,  that  the  eye  obferves  the  externals  of  a  religion,  but  to  arrive 
at  men’s  hearts  is  no  vulgar  talk,  efpecially  where  the  ignorance  of  bar¬ 
barous  languages  obftrucfts  all  familiar  correfpondency.  The  many  vio¬ 
lences  committed  by  thefe  barbarians,  at  length  induced  the  Russian  go¬ 
vernment  to  compel  them  to  take  up  their  habitations  on  the  banks  of 


^  I  have  been  well  infcrmed,  that  the  Portuguese  feamen  often  give  St.  anthony  the  lalb, 
when  tlie  winds  are  crofs  to  them. 
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the  VOLGA,  below  astrachan,  where  they  have  a  lefs  field  for  rob¬ 
bery  and  murder,  though  here  alfo  they  tranfgrefs,  as  I  (hall  have  occa- 
fion  to  relate. 

Having  letters  of  recommendation  to  kalzoff,  the  commandant  of 
ZARiTZEN,  I  was  kindly  received;  but  upon  fuch  occafions  it  is  neceflary 
to  prefent  fome  french  brandy,  fugar,  or  the  like,  as  an  earned:  for 
protedtion.  Colonel  beausobre,  and  another  frenchman,  who  was  an 
officer  in  the  Russian  fervice,  made  acquaintance  with  me,  and  were 
extremely  polite  and  obliging.  News  was  juft  then  arrived,  that  the 
infpeitor  of  the  cuftoms,"  attended  by  four  foldiers,  in  coming  from  a-s- 
TRACHAN,  had  been  murdered  by  the  khalmucks  :  thefe  french  offi¬ 
cers  however  afiured  me  I  might  go  down  the  Volga  without  danger, 
becaufe  the  tartars  of  every  denomination  were  kept  in  fubjedlion  to 
the  RUSSIAN  government;  and  that  the  murder  of  the  infpedtor  and  his 
men,  was  a  confequence  of  their  raffinefs  in  attempting  to  fteal  fome 
of  the  KHALMUCKS  children.  I  told  them,  that  I  was  the  more  amaz¬ 
ed  at  fuch  an  enterprize,  as  children  two  or  three  years  old,  had  been 
ofiered  me  by  the  khalmucks  for  two  rubles  a  head. 

The  colonel  hearing  that  I  was  going  to  Persia,  fpoke  much  of 

NADIR  SHAH,  who  had  given  great  alarms  on  that  fide,  when  he  was 

'laft  winter  in  the  neighbourhood  of  derbend  ;  infomuch  that  a  body  of 

18,000  RUSSIANS  had  been  ordered  to  ASTRACHAN  and  kizlar.  He 

obferved  furtlier,  that  the  cold  was  then  fo » intenfe,  that  on  fome  days 

So  men  died,  many  for  want  of  brandy,  and  many  for  drinking  too  much, 

but  the  greater  part  by  the  unavoidable  confequences  of  a  laborious  march 

in  fo  rigid  a  feafon. 

\ 

1  now  employed  myfelf  in  procuring  a  proper  veflTel  to  convey  my 
caravan  to  astrachan,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  one  which 
was  juft  arrived  with  400  bags  of  flower.  The  beft  proof  that  fhe 
could  bear  a  burthen,  was  that  of  feeing  her  loaded.  This  however 
gave  me  no  great  fatisfadion,  for  I  was  extremely  fliocked  to  fee  on  what 
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flight  embarcations  my  friends  were  obliged  to  truft  their  valuable  effedls, 
in  the  navigation  of  a  river  full  of  {helves  and  trees,  which  accidentally 
falling  into  the  water,  fink,  and  become  as  dangerous  as  rocks,  an  experi¬ 
ence  which  we  had  that  very  fummer  made  by  a  rich  cargo  of  filk  that 
was  much  damaged,  and  in  imminent  danger  of  being  intirely  loft.  The  ’ 
reader  will  imagine  that  40  rubles'"  cannot  purchafe  a  good  vefteL  how¬ 
ever  this  price  procured  the  beft  I  could  find.  Their  decks  'are  only  loofe 
pieces  of  the  bark  of  trees;  they  have  no  knees,  and  but  few  beams: 
hardly  any  pitch  or  tar  is  ufed;  in  place  of  it  are  long  flips  of  bark, 
which  they  nail  over  the  gaping  feams,  to  prevent  the  loofe  and  bad 
corking  from  falling  out.  Inftead  of  iron  bolts,  they  have  fpikes  of 
deal  with  round  heads.  The  method  of  keeping  them  clear  of  water,  is 
by  a  large  fcoop  which  is  fufpended  by  the  beam  over  the  well- way,  and 
through  a  fcuttle  at  a  proper  height  they  fcoop  out  the  water  with  great 
facility.  Notwithftanding  thefe  velTels  appeared  as  fo  many  wrecks,  the 
trade  carried  on  by  means  of  them  is  very  conliderable.  The  Armenians 
fbmetimes  load  goods  on  large  barks  of  2  or  300  tons,  at  the  rate  of  50. 
t  copeeks  per  bale. 


After  giving  the  neceflrary  inftrudlions  with  regard  to  the  convoy  of  my 
caravan,  we  prepared  for  our  own  voyage  down  the  volga  ;  for  this  pur- 
pofe  we  bought  two  boats,  to  be  navigated  each  by  five  bourlacks^  and 
my  own  attendants,  with  an  addition  of  fix  foldiers  as  a  convoy.  Tho* 
I  had  received  fuch  affurances  of  fafety,  prudence  fuggefted  to  me  that  we 
.could not  gain,  but  might  lofe  confiderably  by  too  much  confidence;  and> 
.experience  confirmed  this  to  me. 


It  was  here  I  had  firft  an  opportunity  of  hearing  the  hiftory  of  the 
VOLGA  and  Caspian  pirates,  particularly  of  thofe  who  commit  murders 
and  robberies  on  this  great  river.  According  to  the  fundamental  law  of 
the  government  in  Russia,  the  people  are  in  a  ftate  of  vaflfalage,  and  one 
man  can  call  another  his  property  by  virtue  of  his  purchafe,  or  by  a  right 


*  Eight  pounds. 
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of  inheritance.  According  to  this  law,  no  vassal  can  leave  the  lands 
of  his  lord  without  permiffion  given,' and  fignified  by  a  paflport,  the  term 
of  which  feldom  extends  above  a  year  or  two.  When  the  time  is  expir¬ 
ed,  the  vadal  mu  ft  return  home,  no  matter  how  far  off,  or  how  great 
his  poverty,  to  renew  his  paffport  and  receive  his  lord’s  commands,  un- 
lefs  by  any ,  particular  indulgence,  he  can  obtain  a  renewal  of  it  by 
writing  to  his  friends.  Thefe  paffports  are  generally  regiftered  in  the 
towns  or  villages  where  the  vaffal  refides,  and  great  care  is  taken  by 
the  POLICE  to  fee  this  executed :  by  this  means,  and  likewife  by  mak¬ 
ing  it  neceffary  to  take  paffports  before  they  quit  the  place,  the  police 
knows  the  condition  and  number  of  the  inhabitants.  A  regider  is  made  alfo 
of  foreigners  refiding  in  every  place  in  the  empire,  who  are  obliged  to 
make  a  report  of  themfelves  and  their  domeftics.  Hence  it  comes  that  there 
is  no  country  in  the  world  of  fuch  vaft  extent,  where  thieves  and  mur¬ 
derers  can  be  more  eafily  difcovered,  and  where  they  are  more  fre¬ 
quently  apprehended.  ^ 

I 

Among  vaft  numbers  of  common  people,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined, 
but  by  accident  or  wilful  negledt,  fome  of  them  will  violate  the  law  with 
regard  to  their  paffports  j  and  being  thus  rendered  obnoxious  to  punilh- 
ment,  the  worft  of  them,  grow  defperate ;  and  though  the  numbers  of- 
fuch  perfons  was  much  greater  in  lefs  civilized  times  than  the  prefent, 
yet  many  to  this  day  turn  robbers  by  land  and  water,  chufing  the  great 
rivers  near  vaft  trads  of  uninhabited  countries,  where  upon  occaiion 
they  can  the  more  eafily  efcape.  The  feverities  of  the  mafters  of  fifheries 
near  the  mouths  of  the  yaeik  and  volga,  alfo  tempt  their  vaffals  to 
turn  pirates  j  whenever  they  are  warmly  purfued,  or  diftreffed  for  a  fupport, 
they  run  their  veffels  afliore,  turn  mahommedans,  and  put  themfelves  under 
the  protedlion  of  the  Persians.  Thefe  robbers  often  go  in  gangs  of  30,  40, 
and  fometimes  80  perfons,  in  row-boats  which  carry  from  20  to  30 hands: 
they  equip  themfelves  with  fire-arms,  and  their  general  pradice  is  to 
board  immediately  j  but  where  a  fierce  refiftance  is  apprehended,  they 
feldom  attack. 


The 
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The  ARMENIAN  merchants  formerly  fent  their  goods  from  archan¬ 
gel  to  SARATOFF,  and  when  the  fcene  of  trade  was  changed  from 
ARCHANGEL  to  St.  PETERSBURG,  they  Went  from  thence  either  to 
TWERE  or  SARATOFF,  according  to  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  there 
embarked  on  the  volga,  this  being  a  more  eafy  and  cheap  conveyance j 
but  the  frequency  of  robberies  at  length  determined  them  to  convey  their 
caravans  to  zaritzen,  as  making  fo  much  the  fhorter  tradl  down  the  Vol¬ 
ga.  Few  of  the  Russian  merchants  tranfport  any  cargo  of  value  down 
this  river  without  a  convoy.  Thefe  robbers  appear  moftly  in  the  fpring, 
when  the  banks  of  the  volga  being  overflowed,  they  have  a  greater 
field,  and  can  the  more  eafily  efcape  a  pqrfuit.  The  foldiers  who  are 
occafionally  fent  after  them,  are  ordered  to  take  them  alive,  from  an  ap- 
prehenfion  that  a  latitude  to  kill  might  fubjedt  the  innocent  to  great  in¬ 
conveniences,  through  a  miilake  which  a  ftrong  temptation  to  plunder 
would  fometimes  create  in  a  foldiers  breafl;. 

The  ARMENIANS  are  generally  intrepid,  and  fight  bravely  in  defence 
of  their  property;  but  the  bourlacks  who  navigate  the  volga  are  fo 
extremely  intimidated  by  thefe  robbers,  that  as  foon  as  they  appear,  they 
generally  behave  like  men  flruck  with  a  panic,  and  even  afcribe  to  them  an 
irrefiftible  power,  derived  from  an  infernal  fpirit.  Formerly  their  cuftom 
in  thefe  cafes  was  to  fall  on  their  faces,  as  foon  as  required  by  the  rob¬ 
bers,  and  fuffer  them  to  plunder  at  pleafure,  not  daring  to  look  up,  left 
it  fhould  cofl:  them  their  lives.  The  mafter  of  the  veflbl,  or  the  mer¬ 
chant,  being  thus  at  their  mercy,  is  happy  if  he  efcapes  with  his  life;  for 
thefe  robbers  have  feldom  any  fentiments  of  humanity  to  a  man  of  a  fu- 
perior  rank;  but  if  he  attempts  to  defend  himfelf  in  hopes  of  bringing 
his  people  to  the  charge,  he  may  be  fure,  if  conquered,  of  being  barba- 
roufly  murdered.  The  fame  conduct  which  thefe  pirates  obferve  on  the 
VOLGA,  they  have  been  accullomed  to  alfo  on  the  Caspian  fea,  but  much 
lefs  of  late  years  than  formerly. 

As  their  cruelties  are  very  great,  fo  is  the  punifhment  inflidled  on  them 
when  they  are  taken.  A  float  is  built,  in  fize  according  to  the  number 
VoL.  I.  O  of 
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of  the  delinquents,  and  a’  gallows  ereded  on  it,  to  contain  a  fuffici- 
ent  number  of  iron  hooks,  on  which  they  are  hung  alive  by  the 
ribs.  The  float  is  launched  into  the  ftream,  with  labels  over  their 
heads  fignifying  their  crimes  j  and  orders  are  given  to  all  towns  and  vil¬ 
lages  on  the  borders  of  the  river,  upon  pain  of  death,  not  only  to  afford 
no  relief  to  any  of  thefe  wretches,  but  to  pufli  off  the  float,  fhould  it 
land  near  them.  Sometimes  their  partners  in  wickednefs  meet  them,  and, 
if  there  are  any  figns  of  life,  take  them  down,  otherwife  they  fhoot  them 
dead;  but  if  they  are  catched  in  thefe  ads  of  illegal  mercy,  they  are  hung 
up  without  the  ceremony  of  a  trial,  as  happened  about  eight  years  ago. 
They  tell  of  one  of  thefe  mifcreants,  who  had  the  fortune  to  difengage 
himfelf  from  the  hook,  and  though  naked,  and  trembling  with  pain  and 
lofs  of  blood,  he  got  afhore.  The  firfl  objed  he  faw  who,  could  afford 
him  any  relief,  was  a  poor  fliepherd,  whofe  brains  he  beat  out  with  a 
flone,  and  then  took  his  cloaths.  Thefe  malefadors  fometimes  hang  thus 
three,  four,  and  fome  five  days  alive.  The  pain  generally  produces  a 
raving  fever,  in  which  they  utter  the  moft  horrid  imprecations,  and  im¬ 
plore  the  relief  of  water,  or  other  fmall  liquors. 

It  is  time  now  to  refume  my  narrative.  The  14th  of  Odober,  I  fent 
>  letters  to  my  friends,  by  melfengers  who  are  appointed  to  attend  a  box  of 
grapes,  which  is  fent  from  astrachan  to  the  empress’s  court  every 
three  days  during  the  feafon.  It  is  carried  by  two  horfes,  fupported  in 
the  manner  of  a  litter.  The  grapes  are  preferved  in  fand,  but  at  befl  are 
ill  worth  the  expence  of  the  conveyance  for  1200  English  miles. 

Having  given  all  neceffary  orders  for  the  fpeedy  conveyance  of  my 
caravan,  as  foon  as  it  fhould  arrive  at  zaritzen,  I  took  my  leave  of 
colonel  beausoere,  and  my  other  new  acquaintance.  The  colonel  told 
me,  that  I  mufl;  exped  to  find  Persia  more  than  .half  ruined  by  civil 
war,  and  that  he  was  glad  nadir  was  at  fuch  a  diflance  from  Russia,  as 
to  create  no  alarm  on  this  fide  of  the  country. 


The 
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The  wind  being  at  north  eaft,  we  put  off  the  fliorej  the  Eern  part  of 
my  boat  was  covered  with  matts,  fo  that  I  could  deep  in  it  protected  from 
the  weather,  w'hich  now  began  to  be  very  cold.  I  took  a  part  of  the  fol- 
diers  with  me,  that  if  by  any  accident  our  convoy  fhould  be  feparated 
from  us,  we  might  have  fome  affiftance.  I  was  furprized  to  fee  the 
banks  of  the  river  marked  near  20  feet  above  the  water,  but  the  boat¬ 
men  affured  me,  that  the  water  rofe  in  the  fpring  to  that  height.  The 
wind  blowing  hard,  we  were  obliged  to  bring  to,  running  behind  a  lit¬ 
tle  ifland,  of  which  the  river  in  many  places  forms  a  great  variety. 

The  1 5th,  I  faw  feveral  large  water  birds,  much  bigger  than  fwans, 
which  they  refemble  in  their  feet  and  beaks j  the  Russians  call  them 
DiKA  BABA*.  They  have  a  very  large  craw,  where  they  receive  a  great 
quantity  of  food,  even  a  whole  fifh  of  a  confiderable  fize.  They  fly, 
as  I  fliw  afterward  on  the  Caspian,  very  near  to  each  other,  in  the 
form  of  a  femicircle,  not  far  above  the  water;  and  having  driven  the  fifli 
together  in  a  body  into  the  fliallows,  they  dart  down  upon  them :  this  is 
their  only  food.  The  fat  of  this  bird  is  ufed  by  the  Russians  as  a  cure 
for  aches  and  braifes. 

In  the-  fpring,  the  high  waters  of  the  volga  not  only  undermine  its 
banks,  but  fweep  away  large  trees,  fo  that  fome  creeks  of  the  river  had 
hardly  any  paflTage  left.  When  they  are  open,  it  is  more  agreeable  to 
pafs  through  the  fmall  branches,  than  the  great  channel.  As  we  had  hi¬ 
therto  a  contrary  wind,  by  the  i6th  we  advanced  no  farther  than  50 
werflis.  We  were  now  near  nasorowsky,  an  ifland  formed  by  this  river. 
Not  far  from  hence  are  to  be  feen  the  ruins  of  a  large  antient  city.  Our 
foldiers  were  fed  luxurioufly  at  the  fiflieries,  for  nothing  more  than 
thanks. 

* 

The  weather  was  calm,  and  the  current  moderate;  in  many  pla¬ 
ces  are  high  banks,  in  others  it  is  a  flat  fhore,  the  breadth  varying  from 


*  Signifies  wild  old  woman, 
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a  mile  to  a  quarter.  Here  they  have  a  quantity  of  v^ild  afparagus,  and 
many  eagles. 

The  17th.  Finding  our  convoy  did  not  keep  up  with  us,  we  ftopped 
at  CHERNOYARE.  This  is  the  firil  town  from  zaritzen,  at  the  didance 
of  200  werds,  generally  called  midway  to  astrachan.  It  is  defended 
by  a  ditch,  with  fome  cannon  and  chevaux  de  frize.  They  trade  with 
the  KHALMUCKS,  KOOBANs,  and  other  tartars,  in  a  quarter  didindl 
from  the  town.  It  is  remarkable  that  this,  as  well  as  many  other  places 
on  the  VOLGA,  differed  the  fury  of  the  dames  about  the  fame  time, 
during  the  lad  war  with  the  Turks:  not  that  their  enemies  need  employ 
any  fecret  incendiaries  5  the  common  people  do  this  budnefs  effe(dually 
by  their  careleffnefs.  About  1630,  a  rich  caravan  was  fet  upon  in  the  river 
at  this  place,  by  a  body  of  700  cossacks,  who  plundered  and  put  all 
to  the  fword,  the  convoy  having  inadvertently  gone  fo  far  down  the 
dream  as  not  to  be  able  to  return  in  time  to  fave  the  caravan.  From 
hence  I  learnt  the  great  necedity  of  carrying  part  of  my  foldiers  in  the 
fame  boat  with  me,  tho’  I  apprehended  no  fuch  formidable  enemy. 

The  1 8th,  though  we  were  obliged  to  lay  by  in  the  night,  we  advanced  90 

werds :  but  it  was  not  without  danger  of  being  drowned ;  for  our  boat  had 

% 

no  keel,  nor  any  running  tackle,  and  our  watermen  were  extremely  unfkil- 
ful,  fo  that  not  being  able  to  let  the  fail  fly,  it  was  a  Angular  providence 
that  a  gud  of  wind  had  not  fet  us  fwimming.  As  we  proceeded  further, 
j^everal  wrecks  appeared  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  Great  flights  of  geefe 
and  fwans  were  now  on  the  wing,  retiring  from  the  approaching  feverities 
of  this  climate,  to  the  warmer  regions  of  Persia.  It  is  faid,  that  thefe 
birds  lay  their  eggs  in  the  fand  on  the  banks  of  the  Volga,  and  are 
hatched  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  which  however  I  do  not  affert  as  a  fad:. 

The  1 9th,  we  advanced  near  90  werds,  where  we  found  a  houfe 
made  under-ground ;  the  walls  were  of  wicker  work,  and  the  light  came 
in  from  the  top.  Here  was  provided  a  bagnio  for  wadiing,  which 
the  RUSSIANS  ufe  almod  as  much  as  the  mahommedans.  We  found 

the 
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the  place  inhabited  by  feme  nagay  and  Circassian  tartars,  who 
ply  on  the  river  with  open  poft  boats,  of  which  there  are  a  few  regular 
Rages  for  the  convenience  of  the  government.  Here  were  alfo  fome  fet- 
dements  of  the  khalmucks. 

From  ZARITZEN  to  ASTRACHAN  very  little  wood  appears  on  the  banks 
of  the  VOLGA.  In  fome  parts  of' the  weftern  fide,  the  country  is  hilly, 
but  the  foil  in  feveral  places  is  rich.  It  is  faid  that  many  french  refugees 
who  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  country  in  the  time  of  lewis  XI V. 
made  an  offer  to  peter  the  great,  to  fettle  in  this  trad  of  land; 
but  as  they  required  a  fepafate  government,  and  privileges  not  confident 
with  the  arbitrary  power  by  which  the  the  Russian  empire  is  governed,, 
he  declined  the  offer,  edeeming  it  very  abfurd  in  politics  for  a  free  date 
to  be  planted  within  an  arbitrary  monarchy,  efpecially  fo  near  a  vad  trad 
of  land,  inhabited  by  a  multitude  of  roving  people,  who,  if  conduded 
with  art  and  defign,  might  become  very  formidable 


CHAP.  XVII. 

Captain  T'HOM  AS  wooD^ooY'E^s  journal  from  MQSCO  to  casan.  He  builds’ 
a  fiip  at  CASAN  for  the  navigation  of  the  Caspian  ;  pointers  there^  and 
fails  1000  ENGLISH  miles  down  the  Volga  to  astrachan. 

AS  we  are  now  arrived  at  astrachan  by  the  common  way,  the 
reader  perhaps  will  find  fome  entertainment  in  being  conduded 
hither  by  another  rout  lefs  frequented,  of  which  the  following  extrad, 
of  captain  woodroofe’s  journal  will  give  fome  idea. 

“  O  VEMBER  the  2cth,  1740,  we  fet  out  from  mosco  for  ca- 

“  -L  ^  SAN,  with  nine  horfes  and  fix  fervants,  by  an  unfrequented  road 

“  This  cafe  was  reverfed  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland,  where  before  the  year  1748,  was  an  ar¬ 
bitrary  government  within  a  limited  monarchy  j  an  abfurdity  no  lefs  flriking. 

crofs 
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“  crofs  the  country.  The  24th, .we  arrived  at  vendensco,  which  was 
immediately  abandoned  by  the  male  inhabitants,  from  an  apprehenhon 
that  we  were  military  officers.  We  were  thus  left  to  the  kindnefs ' 
“  of  the  women,  who  entertained  us  with  bread,  butter,  fo\yls,  &c.  and 
our  horfes  with  hay  and  corn,  at  the  expence  of  20  copeeks fo 
“  extremely  cheap  were  provifions.  The  next  morning  we  fet  forward 
‘‘  towards  coverro,  another  village  on  the  banks  of  the  creevoy,  a 
‘‘  fmall  river  that  runs  into  the  Volga  :  here  we  found  feveral  large  vef- 
“  fels,  and  an  appearance  of  trade. 

‘‘  Nov.  the  29th.  The  fnow  being  melted,  and  the  country  intirely 
“  a  fwamp,  we  were  obliged  to  wait  for  frofty  weather.  In  the  interim 
“  a  lieutenant,  his  wife  and  two  daughters,  with  five  foldiers,  were 
“  brought  to  this  place  in  a  very  deplorable  condition,  having  been 
“  ftript,  plundered,  and  barbaroufly  beaten  by  a  gang  of  robbers.  This 
‘‘  country  abounds  with  partridges  and  white  hares  j  they  have  alfo  a  fowl 
“  they  call  a  tatarin,  much  refembling  a  pheafant ;  it  is  larger,  but  not 
“  fo  beautiful,  nor  of  fo  fine  a  flavour.  In  the  neighbouring  woods  are 
“  many  bears  and  wolves  of  a  great  fize,  but  not  fierce,  having  wild  hogs 
“  and  other  animals  in  great  abundance  for  their  prey. 

“  Dec.  the  9th.  The  roads  being  now  tolerably  good,  we  proceeded 
“  on  our  journey.  The  natives  have  cattle  in  abundance,  and  plenty  of 
“  butter,  which  they  make  by  melting  down  the  cream ;  as  to  cheefe,  it 
“  is  not  known  to  them.  The  15th,  we  paflhd  the  river  occa,  but  the 
‘‘  ice  being  very  rotten,  two  of  our  horfes  with  a  load  of  canvas  fell 
“  through  it.  The  24th,  w^e  arrived  among  the  chuwashin  tartars,  the 
“  poorefl:  and  mofl:  wretched  of  all  mortals  j  they  are  defcended  from 
‘‘  the  KooBANs  and  fubjedl  to  Russia,  but  now  driven  to  the  eafl:- 
“  ward.  Kooban,  in  the  Russian  language  fignifies  a  wild  hog ;  which 
“  name  was  given  to  thefe  Tartars  on  account  of  their  fierce  and  favage 
“  nature,  having  coil  ivan  wassilowitz  more  trouble  to  fubdue  them, 
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“  than^either  the  grim  or  nag  ay  Tartars :  they  are  loaden  with  a  heavy 
“  poll-tax  both  for  themfelves  and  cattle.  We  could  not  difcover  what 
“  notions  the  chuvashins  have  of  religion,  but  obferved  when  they  drefs 
“  vidtuals,  they  ftick  part  of  it  over  their  doors  and  windows ;  and  when 
«  they  kill  an  animal,  which  their  poverty  but  feldom  permits,  their 
‘‘  prieft  takes  out  the  fat,  and  after  eating  fome  of  it  and  greafing  him- 
“  felf,  he  fmears  over  their  place  of  worfhip,  and  the  drofs  or  refufe  he 
burns:  They  generally  fubfifl:  on  dead  animals,  which  they  devour 
“  greedily.  The  neighbouring  tartars  eat  horfe-flefli,  and  drefs  it 
“  like  that  of  any  other  animal. 

Dec,  the  27th.  We  arrived  at  gas  an,  having  been  58  days  in  travel- 
‘‘  ling  1300  werds*,  occalioned  by  the  badnefs  of  the  roads.  Captain 
“  ELTON  was  already  arrived  at  this  place.  Here  is  a  conliderable  admi- 
“  ralty-yard:  they  had  then  on  the  flocks  five  fly-boats  of  about  250 
tons,  five  fmacks  of  180  tons,  and  five  fmall  damfcoots^  of  about  25 
“  tons,  which  were  to*  be  launched  the  enfuing  fpring,  and  might  be 
“  ready  in  cafe  of  any  necefllty*  to  employ  them  on  the  Caspian.  The 
“  mafter-builder  having  already  received  orders  to  build  a  fliip  for  the 
“  ENGLISH  merchants,  had  therefore  difpatched  people  into  the  woods 
“  to  cut  timber. 

.  Casan  is  a  city  of  great  importance,  both  from  its  fituation  and  pro- 
“  dudions.  It  had  formerly  a  confiderable  trade  to  khieva,  Bokhara, 
“  and  other  places  in  tartary,  which  is  now  lofli;  but  the  commerce 
with  PERSIA  is  yet  continued.  This  place  has  feveral  manufadures  of 
“  red  RUSSIA  leather,  and  fends  large  quantities  of  this  commodi- 
“  ty  annually  to  St.  Petersburg.  The  country  abounds  in  oaks,  the 
“  bark  of  which  they  make  into  a  kind  of  tar  for  curing  hides,  and  they 
“  are  very  Arid  in  preventing  its  being  carried  away.  As  they  have 

“  plenty  of  cattle,  they  have  confequently  a  confiderable  quantity  of 

*  866miles.  7  Veffels fo  called.  *  Nadir  shah  at  this  timewasapprehended  as  an  ertemy. 

“  tallow. 
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‘‘  tallow.  The  timber  ufed  for  the  Russian  navy  is  cut  down  in  the 
“  neighbourhood  of  this  city;  it  is  of  an  excellent  quality,  but  they  do 
“  not  diftinguifii  fufhciently  the  trees  which  are  on  the  decay:  they  alfo 
“  cut  the  timber  at  the  leaf  as  well  as  at  the  fall,  and  often  fuffer  it  to 
lay  too  long  on  the  ground.  They  are  generally  two  fummers  in  con- 
“  veying  it  to  St.  Petersburg,  which  is  done  in  low  flat  bottomed  vef-  , 
fels,  taking  the  advantage  of  the  riling  of  the  river  to  go  up  to 
«  TWERE,  and  from  thence  into  the  canal  by  the  Ladoga  lake.  From 
“  TURKEY  they  bring  wine  and  fruits  to  casan;  and  mosco  fupplies  it 
y  with  groceries  ’and  European  commodities.  Here  are  to  be  had  the 
“  furs  of  SIBERIA  and  tartary,  as  alfo  all  kinds  of  iron  work. 

“  The  caravans  which  annually  arrive  here  from  china,  occaflon 
“  a  great  plenty  of  tea.  This  is  the  greatefl;  magazine  in  Russia,  except 
“  MOSCO  and  St.  Petersburg  for  all  kinds  of  merchandize.  It  is 
“  advantageoufly  fltuated  for  the  commerce  of  the  fouth  eafl;  parts,  even 
‘‘  to  CHINA;  the  province  itfelf  reaching  quite  to  Siberia.  The  tar- 
“  TARS  who  live  in  great  numbers  in  this  neighbourhood,  are  clean  and 
“  neat  in  their  perfons.  Here  are  markets  for  horfes,  Iheep,  and  all  other 
kinds  of  cattle :  provifions  in  general  are  very  cheap,  and  great  quan- 
titles  are  fent  down  to  astrachan,  and  to  all  the  towns  and  fettle- 
‘‘  ments  on  the  Volga.  Casan  is  the  metropolis  of  a  kingdom,  and  for- 
“  merly  was  the  feat  of  government.  It  was  taken  by  ivan  wassi- 
“  LowiTz  in  1552,  from  the  tartars,  with  whom  the  Russians 
“  maintained  a  bloody  war  for  fome  years. 

January  the  15th,  1741.  As  a  compliment  to  Mr.  elt  on  we  laid  the 
(hip’s  keel,  which  was  65  feet  in  length,  and  fixed  the  flem  and  flern 
“  pofts ;  after  which  he  fet  out  for  St.  Petersburg,  to  receive  a  confi- 
“  derable  cargo  of  goods  expedled  there  by  the  fir  ft  fpring  (hips,  and 
intended  for  the  Persian  markets.  He  left  the  foie  care  of  building 
**  the  (hip  to  me,  but  I  had  neither  a  boat-builder,  rigger,  or  fail-maker. 
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May  the  30th,  the  fhip  was  launched,  though  her  upper-works  were 
yet  unfinifhedj  for  the  waters  fell  away  fo  faft  that  we  were  afraid  of 
“  being  aground,  which  was  the  reafon  of  our  tranfporting  her  three 
“  miles  into  the  great  volga  down  the  fmall  river,  upon  which  the  ad- 
“  miralty  yard  Hands.  July  the  loth,  we  Hept  our  mafts  and  bow- 
“  fprit,  and  fet  the  rigging  over  head.  During  our  abode  in  this  place, 

“  fix  pirates  were  apprehended  for  robbing  feveral  Russian  merchants 
«  on  the  VOLGA ;  and  after  they  had  been  hung  up  by  the  ribs  on  a 
“  gallows  eredted  on  a  floating  flage,  they  were  turned  a  drift  as  a  fpec- 
“  tacle  of  horror  to  deter  others  from  the  fame  evil  pradlice. 

“  Odtober  the  20th,  Captain  elton  arrived  in  a  bark  with  a  confider- 
“  able  cargo  of  British  goods  from  St.  Petersburg  defigned  for  ghi- 
“  LAN:  but  the  feafon  was  fo  far  advanced,  that  it  would  have  been 
“  very  dangerous  to  have  proceeded  on  our  voyage  ^  fo  that  the  27th  we 
“  got  the  fliip  and  bark  into  their  birth  ten  werfls  below  casan,  where 
«  we  intended  to  winter;  and  the  river  was  frozen  up  that  night.  In 
“  the  interim  captain  gilbert  blaire  arrived ‘at  casan,  intending  to 
«  build  another  English  fliip  for  the  Caspian  trade. 

“  November  the  loth,  the  ice  broke  up,  and  drove  down  the  river 
««  with  great  violence,  in  fome  places  at  lead  10  or  15  feet  above  the 
“  furface  of  the  water.  On  the  1 5th  it  fet  fafl:  again,  and  fledges  pafTed 
“  over  as  ufual.  In  this  melancholy  fltuaticn  we  waited  the  return  of 
“  the  fpring:  in  the  mean  time  we  removed  the  cargo  from  the  bark 
“  into  the  fhip;  and  to  prevent  any  furprize  we  kept  a  conftant  watch  of 
“  two  men  011  deck,  myfelf  and  another  perfon  continuing  in  the  cabbin, 
“  while  the  reft  of  the  crew  were  on  fhore. 

“  April  the  i6th,  1742.  We  had  weathered  out  the  inclement  feafon 
“  with  as  good  fpirits  as  could  be  expected  in  fo  bad  a  neighbourhood, 
“  where  there  was  lefs  to  fear  from  the  elements  and  wild  beafls  than 
‘‘  from  thieves  and  murderers:  however,  under  the  protection  of  heaven, 
«  we  received  no  injury  during  five  months  confinement.  There  began 
Vol.  I.  P  “  to 
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to  be  a  flood  in  the  volga;  when  the  water  rifing  by  the  melting  of 
“  the  fnow,  fevered  the  ice  from  the  banks,  and  breaking  it  to  pieces, 
“  drove  it  along  with  the  current.  Winter  leaving  us,  we  began  to  rig 
“  and  prepare  for  fea.  On  the  2  5th,  the  river  was  free  of  all  obftrudion, 
“  when  we  received  the  news  that  her  imperial  majefty  Elizabeth  pe- 
“  TRowNA  was  to  be  crowned  that  day  at  moscoj  on  which  occaflon 
“  we  fired  our  guns,  and  giving  liquor  to  the  fhip’s  company  to  drink  the 
“  health  of  the  emprefs,  we  named  the  fliip,  Elizabeth. 

“  Advice  was  now  brought  us  that  four  large  pirate  boats  knowing 
“  we  had  a  valuable  cargo,  intended  to  attack  us  in  going  down  the 
“  river.  The  fhip  was  well  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition,  hav- 
“  ing  fix  carriage  guns  of  three  pounders,  with  clofe  quarters  and  eight 
“  oars  to  command  her  in  the  ilream.  We  had  alfo  a  launch  of  ten  tuns 
“  with  flxteen  oars^  a  long-boat  of  five  tuns,  and  a  yaul,  each  with  fix 
“  oars.  The  Russians  expreflTed  great  admiration  at  our  going  down 
‘‘  under  full  fail,  being  a  practice  unufual:  they  reprefented  the  danger  of 
“  running  aground,  but  their  apprehenfions  did  not  intimidate  us. 

“  Nothing  happened  to  difturb  our  voyage  till  the  29th,  when,  a  lit- 
“  tie  before  fun-fet,  three  large  boats,  each  of  fixteen  oars  and  full  of 
“  men,  came  out  of  the  reeds  30  werfls  below  simberskie.  We  im- 
“  mediately  cleared  for  a  defence,  and  as  foon  as  they  were  within  call, 
“  bid  them  keep  at  a  difl:ance;  at  the  fame  time  we  difcharged  fome  muf- 
kets  wide  of  them.  Finding  them  flight  thefe  menaces,  we  fired  one 
of  our  guns  loaded  with  partridge-fhot  into  the  headmoft,  and  faw 
‘‘  five  or  fix  men  fall  from  their -oars,  who,  as  we  afterwards  learnt, 
died  of  their  wounds.  The  reft  not  liking  fuch  a  falutation,  retired 
“  with  great  precipitation  into  a  fmall  creek  in  the  reeds. 

“  May  the  23d,  we  proceeded  without  further  moleftation,  and  ar- 
rived  at  astrachan,  where  we  anchored  oppofite  to  the  governor’s 
“  houfe,  after  a  voyage  of  1445  werfts^  from  casan  to  this  place,  which 
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we  performed  in  28  days.  On  the  28th,  the  governor,  vice-governor, 
and  commander  of  the  garrifon,  came  on  board  and  congratulated  Mr. 
“  ELTON  on  his  fafe  arrival,  alTuring  him  that  he  had  the  honour  of 
“  being  the  firft who  had  fpread  English  colours  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  and  that  this  was  the  firft  fhip  that  had  ever  failed  on  the 
VOLGA  perfectly  equipped.  After  paying  thefe  compliments,  they 
“  drank  fuccefs  to  the  British  Persian  trade ;  and  thanks  were  return- 
‘‘  ed  from  the  mouths  of  our  cannon.  The  merchants  employed  them- 
“  felves  in  viewing  and  meafuring  our  Ihip,  which  they  acknowledged  to 
‘‘  be  the  firft  complete  one  they  had  ever  feen  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
“  The  RUSSIAN  government  build  hulls  after  the  dutch  manner  fit  for 
“  fhoal  water  j  but  the  work  is  fo  ill  put  together,  that  they  do  not  lafi: 
long. 

“  Peter  the  great  had  a  confiderable  fleet  of  veflTels  on  the  Cas¬ 
pian,  which  are  long  fince  periihed.  The  largefl:  they  had  then,  was 
of  about  180  tuns,  of  a  circular  form,  which  when  loaded,  they  were 
obliged  to  frap  with  haufers,  to  prevent  her  falling  to  pieces.  This, 
with  feveral  others,  was  built  in  the  admiralty  yard  at  casan.  The 
merchants  now  float  down  timber  to  astrachan,  where  for  want  of 
a  proper  yard  and  mechanics,  they  build  in  the  old  Russian  form, 
long  flat  bottomed  veflels  with  fquare  fails,  and  the  top  fails  to  hawl 
down  upon  the  deck :  with  fuch  fliips,  by  the  help  of  good  grouhd- 
tackle,  they  navigate  the  Caspian.  Their  cordage  is  exceeding  flrong, 
as  are  likewife  their  anchors  made  in  the  antient  form,  notwith- 
flanding  they  are  very  ill  fliaped.  On  the  contrary,  the  modern  ones 
made  by  the  famous  demedoffs  in  Siberia,  the  patentees  of  the  iron¬ 
works,  tho’  better  proportioned  are  not  (o  ftrong.  Their  canvas  is 
chiefly  made  at  yarislaw  and  mosco,  and  is  generally  very  good. 

Tho  RUSSIAN  merchants  and  pilots  were  ready  to  give  Mr.  elton  the 
beft  information  they  could  in  regard  to  the  navigation  of  the  Caspian  j 
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**  English  colours  had  been  hoifted  before,  as  I  have  related  in  the  firll:  chapter. 
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but  as  their  fkill  extended  little  further  than  coaftlng,  and  a  fuperficial 
"  knowledge  of  the  foundings  along  fhore,  he  could  reap  but  little  ad- 
“  vantage  from  their  experience.  They  rather  difcouraged  us  by  their 
“  apprehenfions  of  rocks  and  llioals,  which  they  pretend  are  very  thick 
“  in  different  parts  of  this  fea,  but  chiefly  between  apsheron  and  balk- 

HAN.  It  might  indeed  be  faid  that  we  were  venturing  into  a  fea  very 
“  little  known,  where  commerce  had  never  made  any  confiderable  pro- 
“  grefs^  the  natives  of  thofe  inhofpitable  fliores,  except  the  Russians, 
“  having  hardly  employed  their  imperfedt  navigation  to  any  other  pur- 
“  pofe  than  to  furprize  and  plunder  their  unguarded  neighbours.  Thus 
“  it  was  with  the  tartars  and  Persians,  till  the  Russian  arms  brought 
‘‘  the  one  into  fubjedlion,  and  awing  the  other,  gained  an  entire  jurif- 

didtion  over  this  great  mediterranean  lake.” 

\ 

The  RUSSIANS  had  at  this  time  put  a  flop  to  the  navigation  of  the 
KHALMUCK  TARTARS,  by  depriving  them  of  all  their  large  boats :  and 
the  TURKOMANS  bcing.out  of  the  ordinary  track  to  ghilan,  our  naviga¬ 
tion  had  nothing  to  fear.  Woodroofe’s  fhip  being  laden,  drew  8  i  feet  wa¬ 
ter,  All  things  being  prepared  for  the  voyage,  they  weighed  for  ghilan, 
and  getting  down  to  chetirie  bogorie,  cleared  at  the  guardfliip,  and 
difcharged  their  Pilot.  They  had  a  Russian  chart,  made  in  the  reign  of 
PETER  the  GREAT,  but  for  greater  fecurityj  they  kept  a  watch  day  and 
night  at  the  maft-head,  and  hove  the  deep-fet  lead  every  half  hour  in  the 
day,  and  quarter  in  the  night.  The  long-boat  and  yawl  were  on  the 
deck  3  but  the  largefl  boat  was  towed  a-flern,  being  raifed  with  wafli-boards 
fer  that  purpofe.” 
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ne  reception  the  author  met  with  from  the  governor  of  astrachan.  Some ' 
account  of  that  gentleman,  and  his  intended  hifory  of  Frefj  com¬ 

plaints  of  Mr,  elton’s  being  engaged  in  the  Persian  fervice.  Tihe  author' 
prefents  a  petition  to  the  imperial  chancery  at  astrachan.  - 

Thus  far  we  have  accompanied  capt.  woodroofe  in  his  account  *. 

it  is  now  time  to  return  to  my  own  ftory.  I  was  kindly  received  in 
astrachan  by  Mr.  george  Thompson,  agent  to  the  British  mer-- 
chants  trading  to  Persia  ;  and  alfo  by  the  governor,  general  wassilie 
nikietish  tattischeff,  to  whom  I  carried  a  valuable  prefent  on  ac-' 
count  of  the  merchants.  I  had  much  difcourfe  with  him,  and  he  gave  me 
many  alTurances  that  nothing  on  his  part  fhould  be  wanting  to  promote- 
the  intereft  of  the  merchants  trading  to  Persia":  he  propofed  to  me 
fome  fchemes  in  which  he  had  regard  to  the  intereft  both  of  great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  RUSSIA.  This  old  Man  had  been  a  page  to  peter  the  great,  , 
and  having  long  commanded  in  thofe  parts,  was  greatly  inftrumental  in  • 
reducing  the  tartars:  but  his  genius  turned  moft  to  literature  and 
commerce ^  nor  was  he  at  all  deficient  in  the  arts  of  gain:  on  this  laft 
account  he  was  already  in  fome  difgrace  j  however  he  had  one  good 
maxim,  which,  as  he  obferved  to  me,  was  to  give,  as  well  as  take.  He 
told  me  had  bought  for  5000  rubles,  a  diamond  worth  12000,  and  had 
fent  it  to  the  greateft  lady  in  the  empire :  he  mentioned  likewife  that  he 
had  been  about  four  and  twenty  years  writing  the  hiftory  of  Russia.  Up¬ 
on  his  recall  from  astrachan  two  years  afterwards,  he  fent  me  part 
of  that  hiftory  in  manufcript,  rcquefting  me  to  procure  a  tranflation  j 
but  this  by  no  means  fuited  my  convenience.  The  letter  he  wrote  to  • 
my  partner  and  me  on  this  occafion,  runs  as  follows : 


**  Gen- 
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‘‘  Gentlemen, 

“  QINCE  I  left  ASTRACttAN,  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  writing  to 
‘‘  ^  you,  altho’  I  retain  a  conftant  remembrance  of  the  afFedtion  and 
“  regard  which  you  have  always  fhewn  me. 

‘‘  You  know  I  have  been  engaged  for  near  thirty  years  in  writing 
“  a  hiftory  of  Russia,  w'hich  I  am  now  about  finifhing,  and  hope  it 
will  foon*  appear  in  print  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  learned  world.  This 
“  hiftory  is  the  more  to  be  efteemed  by  the  curious  part  of  mankind, 
“  as  none  of  the  antient  greek  and  roman  hiftorians,  nor  any  geo- 
‘‘  graphical  accounts  of  this  empire,  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  inform  us 
“  of  the  original  dialedf,  &c.  of  the  principal  nations,  viz.  the  scla- 
“  voNiANS,  SCYTHIANS,  and  SARMATIANS  5  noi*  of  the  amazons, 
“  vandals,  GOTHS,  and  Cimmerians,  who  defcended  from  them: 

neither  have  we  any  perfedl  account  remaining  of  the  hunns  and 
“  AVAR  I.  The  great  didance  of  places,  and  ignorance  of  the  lan- 
“  guages,  have  made  it  difficult  to  obtain  a  right  information  of  them 
“  add  to  this,  the  Greeks  had  fo  great  a  tade  for  fables,  rather  than 
“  for  a  diligent  fearch  after  truth,  -that  they  have  rendered  fadts  very 
obfcure,  of  which  the  foolifh  tale  of  the  amazons  is  a  proof.  Of 
“  all  thefe  nations  I  have  endeavoured  as  much  as  podible  to  give  a 
“  clear  and  particular  account,  which  compofes  the  fird  part  of  my  hif- 
tory  of  RUSSIA. 

“  The  fecond,  begins  with  ruric,  prince  of  the  fins,  who  invaded 
“  this  country,  and  founded  the  Russian  empire,  which  continued  from 
the  year  860  to  the  incurdons  of  the  tartars  in  1238.  This  part 
“  contains  many  things  relating  to  the  hidories  of  other  countries 5  as 
“  affinities  by  marriage,  alliances,  wars'  and  treaties  between  the  rus- 
“  SIAN  monarchs  and  other  nations,  particularly  the  Norwegians, 
swedes,  HUNGARIANS,  and  both  the  wedem  and  eadcm  monarchies ; 
which  in  the  hidories  of  thofe  countries  are  either  entirely  lod  or 

“  tranf^ 
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tranrmittcd  down  in  a  very  dark  mc\nner  i  I  take  no  notice  of  natural 
“  hidory.  Thefe  two  parts  are  entirely  finilhed. 

“  Induced  by  the  particular  affedion  I  have  for  the  English  nation, 
“  and  my  veneration  for  your  royal  fociety,  on  account  of  the  great  ad- 
“  vantages  the  world  receives  from  their  feveral  learned  works,  and  their 
“  encouragement  of  ufeful  knowledge,  I  have  thought  proper,  as  a  mark 
“  of  refpedt,  to  dedicate  my  hiftory  to  them :  but  I  am  at  a  lofs  for  want 
“  of  tranflators,  and  dare  not  venture  to  fend  It  to  England  in  the  ori- 
‘‘  ginal,  left  the  miftaking  of  fads,  through  want  of  a  perfed  know- 
‘‘  ledge  of  the  Russian  language,  fhould  render  the  tranflation  defedive. 
“  I  have  therefore  thought  it  the  beft:  way,  that  you  would  pleafe  to  re- 
commend  me  two  good  tranflators  in  the  german  3  for  as  I  underftand 
“  that  language,  I  can  myfelf  corred  any  miftake  that  fliall  happen:. 
“  and  when  this  is  done,  it  will  not  be  a  difficult  matter  to  have  it  tranf-- 
lated  into  other  languages. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  governor  made  no  fecret  of  his  work,  and  having  brought  it  down' 
no  lower  than  peter  the  great,  he  could  hardly  have  given  offence; 
however  the  envy  of  his  parts  among  the  literati,  the  refentments  of  the 
pious  for  his  infidelity,*  which  I  fear  was  great,  and  the  clamours  of  the 
merchants  for  his  rapacioufnefs,  occaftoned  his  being  two  years  afterwards 
fent  into  civil  banifhment  to  his  own  eftate  near  mosco,  where  he  ended 
his  life.  His -works  feem  to  have  died  with  him,  at  leaft  they  have  not  found 
a  favourable  reception  at  the  academy  of  St.  Petersburg.  It  is  however 
probable,  that  the  great  pains  he  took  in  colleding  feveral  choice  mate¬ 
rials,  may  be  a  means  of  fome  other  perfon’s  building  a  reputation  upon 
his  labours.  This  old  man  was  remarkable  for  his  focratical  look,  his 
emaciated  body,  which  he  preferved  many  years  by  great  temperance,  and 
for  keeping  his  mind  continually  employed.  When  he  was  not  writing, 
reading,  or  difeourfing  about  bufinefs,  he  played  at  dice  one  hand  a- 
gainft  the  other. 

He 
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-He  complained  to  me,  that  he  feared  our  principal  factor  elton  was 
really  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  nadir  shah,  which  might  have  very 
pernicious  confequences,  by  drawing  on  us  the  refentment  of  his  court i 
and  he  recommended  to  me,  if  it  was  not  too  late,  to  perfuade  him  from 
fo  rafli  an  enterprize.  He  then  fpoke  of  the  Armenian  traders,  who 
were  our  great  opponents,  obferving,  “  that  they  are  the  moft  crafty 

people  in  alb  asia,*  and  delight  in  fraud.  Let  them,  continued  he, 
“  get  50  per  cent,  in  a  fair  way,  they  are  not  contented  without  cheating 
“  live,  and  the  five  is  fweeter  to  them  than  the  50.”  Though  this  is  in 
fome  meafure  true,  part  of  it  might  be  carried  to  the  account  of  the  old 
man’s  inability,  crafty  as  he  was,  to  get  of  them  all  he  defired.  The 
GOUBERNiE  which  is  compofed  of  a  deputy  governor,  a  fecretary,  and 
other  officers,  is  a  great  check  on  the  governor  of  this  places  yet  as  fliips 
can  neither  leave  the  port,  nor  be  permitted  to  prattic  but  by  his  per- 
miffion,  he  has  frequent  opportunities  of  gain, 

Not  long  fmce,  the  Russians  made  immenfe  profits  by  felling  provi- 
fions  to  the  Persians,  when  there  was  fo  great  a  fcarcity  that  moll;  of 
the  inhabitants  of  derbend  perifiied  for  want;  a  koule  ^  of  meal,  which 
cofi:  one  ruble,  being  fold  for  twenty.  Nadir  shah  upon  this,  gave 
notice  to  the  merchants,  that  he  fhould  want  a  larger  quantity,  giving 
them  tacitly  to  expedl  that  he  would  not  alter  the  price :  they  accordingly 
brought  it,  but  he  difappointed  their  expectations,  by  fixing  a  more  mo¬ 
derate  price,  yet  fuch  as  was  very  profitable  to  them.  This  is  a  prohibit¬ 
ed  trade,  but  fo  advantageous  that  it  feems  to  be  the  intereft  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  connive  at  it.  Upon  the  occafion  of  their  being  alarmed  with 
nadir  shah’s  approaches,  the  merchants,  as  well  as  the  governor,  were 
called  to  an  account,  and  probably  obliged  to  purchafe  their  peace  with 
part  of  their  gain. 

I  w’as  feveral  times  -with  the  governor,  whofe  difcourfe  ran  continu¬ 
ally  on  ELTON;  the  fum  of  it  was,  “  that  nadir  shah  having  conceived 

^  » 
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'  The  government’s  chancery.  *  A  large  bag  fo  called. 

"  an 
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“  an  high  opinion  of  this  gentleman’s  capacity,  had  made  him  prefents 
■“  and  either  engaged  him  for  a  falary  to  build  fliips  for  him,  or  re- 
“  quired  his  affiftance  to  fuperintend  fuch  an  undertaking :  that  elton 
“  had  already  met  with  great  difficulties,  the  timber  being  knotty,  and 
"  the  roads  to  the  ffiip  yard  hardly  paflkble.  He  obferved  moreover  that 
“  the  PERSIANS  were  extremely  ignorant  of  maritime  affairs,  and  averfe 
“  to  any  employment  of  that  nature,  fo  that  it  would  require  much 
“  time  to  bring  them  to  maturity;  but  as  fuch  enterprizes  were  no  way 

«  relative  to  affairs  of  commerce,  they  could  not  but  alarm  the  russi- 
“  AN  court.” 

I  replied  to  this  effeft,  «  I  am  not  infenfible  that  fuch  a  defign  muft  be 
“  offenfive  to  Russia,  but  I  am  a  ftranger  to  the  nature  of  elton’s  en 
“  gagements.  If  nadir  shah  is  determined  to  have  ffiips  it  cannot 
“  depend  upon  elton  or  any  fingle  man.  I  know  Russia  muft  natu 
«  rally  be  jealous  of  the  Persians,  as  the  swedes  about  fifty  years  ago 
“  were  of  the  Russians,  who,  notwithftanding,  are  now  become  fo 
“  formidable  in  the  Baltic:  but  there  is  thiseffential  difference-  whilft 
«  NADIR  builds  one  fliip  on  the  coaft  of  the  Caspian,  Russia  cln  build 
“  ten  of  the  fame  fize  on  the  volga,  and  probably  the  ten  will  coft 

no  more  than  his  one.  Indeed  I  had  no  opinion  that  the  affair  would 
ever  arrive  to  fuch  a  degree  of  perfedtion,  as  to  affed  fo  formidable  a 
power  as  Russia;^  however  I  confefs  there  was  caufe  of  jealoufy.  Thefe 
were  my  real  fentiments,  and  I  was  moreover  obliged  to  talk  in  this  ftilp 
for  fear  of  giving  offence;  for  Mr.  elton  had  brought  us  into  fficL  ct 
cumftances,  that  it  was  hardly  poffible  to  avoid  offending  the  empress  or 
the  shah,  if  not  both.  I  took  occafion  alfo  to  remind  the  governor  that 
.ARApoff  the  RUSSIAN  conful  and  elton  having  been  at  variance,  poffibly 
tl^  affair  might  be  mifreprefented ;  but  that  in  any  cafe  it  ought  not  to 
affea  me,  who  was  now  charged  to  take  care  of  the  commercial  intereft 
and  of  that  only.  Upon  this  he  defired  me  to  deliver  a  memorial  to  the 
lame  ettett,  by  way  of  petition  to  the  chancery. 
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It  was  not  difficult  to  forefee  the  confequences  of  acquiefcing  to  fuch 
an  extraordinary  demand j  though  of  the  two  evils  I  thought  it  the  great- 
eft  to  refufe,  as  I  muft  have  been  an  objed:  of  jealoufy,  and  perhaps  adu- 
ally  prevented  from  proceeding  on  my  voyage :  accordingly  I  delivered 
-  the  following  petition  into  her  imperial  majefty’s  chancery. 


(( 


The  petition  of  jonas  hanway  British  merchant. 
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“  Sheweth, 

That  whereas  reports  have  been  fpread,  that  one  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  fubjeds  refiding  in  reshd,  has  been  concerned  in  affairs 
ungrateful  to  the  court  of  Russia  ^  your  petitioner  is  now  going  into 
GHiLAN  to  know  the  truth,  and,  if  neceffary,  to  ufe  his  endeavours  to 
diffuade  any  fuch  fubjed  there  engaged  in  trade,  from  voluntarily 
meddling  with  any  other  bufinefs;  and  to  prevent  as  much  as  poffiblc 
the  BRITISH  ftiips  on  the  Caspian  from  being  employed  in  any  man¬ 
ner  not  confiftent  with  the  treaty  of  commerce  fo  that  no  juft.caufe 
may  be  given  to  create  the  leaft  obftrudion  of  the  britIsh  trade  thro* 
the  empire  of  Russia. 


“  And  as  the  feafon  is  very  far  advanced,  your  petitioner  defires  im- 
**  mediate  difpatch  may  be  given  to  the  British  ftiips  as  foon  as  they 
“  ftiall  arrive,  &c,” 
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defcription  of  astrachan,  and  of  its  fjheries  and  trade.  An  account 
of  the  neighbouring  tartars,  and  of  the  flights  of  locufts  with  which 
that  country  is  infefied.  Captain  woodroofe  arrives  from  Persia. 

AS  I  was  obliged  to  wait  fome  time  for  the  arrival  of  captain  wood¬ 
roofe,  in  whofe  ftiip  1  intended  to  embark  for  Persia,  I  had 

*  It  mull  be  obferved  however,  that  the  treaty  made  no  provifxon  for  thofe  (hips. 
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an  opportunity  of  informing  myfelf  the  more  fully  concerning  astra- 
CHAN  and  its  neighbourhood. 

This  city  is  the  metropolis  of  a  kingdom  of  the  fame  name,  fituated 
within  the  limits  of  asia  in  an  illand  called  dolgoi,  in  the  latitude  of 
47,  60  ENGLISH  miles  from  the  Caspian  fea;  and  derives  its  name  from 
HADGEE  TERKAN  a  TARTAR  by  whom  it  was  founded.  It  was  for 
many  ages  fubjed  to  the  tartars,  from  whom  it  w’as  taken  by  ivan 
WASSiLowiTz  CZAR  of  MUSCOVY  in  i554j  taken  by  them  again  in  1668, 
and  again  retaken  by  the  Russians:  the  czar  employed  for  this  purpofc' 
a  great  number  of  flat  bottomed  veffels,  on  which  he  brought  down  his 
forces  from  casan.  It  contains  about  70,000  inhabitants,  'among  whom 
are  many  Armenians  and  tartars  of  various  denominations,  with  a 
few  PERSIANS  and  Indians.  The  manners  and  cufloms  of  all  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  people  exhibit  an  epitome  of  asia.  The  city  is  about  2  ^  miles 
round,  but  including  the  fuburbs  near  five  miles.  It  is  furrounded  by 
a  brick  wall  in  a  ruinous  condition,  being  about  200  years  old.  Here 
was  a  garrifon  of  fix  regiments  of  the  befl;  Russian  troops:  and  in  the 
adjacent  plain  they  had  erected  a  great  number  of  fmall  batteries,  which 
were  intended  to  fweep  the  country,  and  to  prevent  the  approach  of  an 
enemy,  nadir  shah  having  lately  given  fome  alarm  on  this  fide. 

The  houfes  are  ■  of  wood,  and  moft  of  them  very  mean  ;  the  higher 
parts  command  a  profpe(fl  of  the  Volga,  which  fpreads  itfelf  here  near 
three  miles,  giving  pleafure  and  convenience  to  the  inhabitants.  »  In  the 
fummer  the  people  are  generally  fickly,  which  is  owing  to  the  marfhy 
lands  near  it.  The  earth  being  impregnated  with  fait,  which  appears  on 
the  furface,  is  extremely  fertile,  bearing  fruit  in  abundance,  the  immo¬ 
derate  ufe  of  which  creates  many  diflempers  among  the  common  people. 
Their  water-melons  ^  are  in  great  efteem  5  and  in  flavour,  colour  and  tafle 
much  the  fame  as  in  Portugal.  ’Tis  remarkable,  that  this, fruit,  tho’ 
extremely  juicy,  grows  befl:  in  fand.  But  befides  the  above  reafon,  the 


^  Which  the  Russians  call  arboose. 
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melting  of  the  fnow  which  creates  floods,  and  the  rifing  of  the  water 
alfo  in  autumn,  are  obferved  to  afiedf  the  air  and  produce  ficknefles. 

The  government  of  astrachan  extends  as  far  as  saratoff.  The 
city  is  furrounded  by  gardens  and  -vineyards,  which  lie  about  two  miles 
from  it.  Thefe  produce  almofl;  every  kind  of  garden-fluff  known 
in  ENGLAND,  except  potatoes,  collyflowers  and  artichoaksj  and  their  or¬ 
chards  furnifh  thern  with  plenty  of  apples,  pears,  cherries.  See.  Ole- 
ARius  commends  the  fruits  of  astrachan,  but  I  met  with  none  ex¬ 
traordinary,  except  the  water-melons ;  though  the  court  find  the  grapes 
delicious  enough  to  bear  the  great  expence  of  land  carriage,  as  already 
mentioned.  The  wine  of  astrachan  is  alfo  very  indifferent.  '  As  their 
fummers  are  generally  dry,  they  are  obliged  to  water  their  gardens  j  this 
is  done  by  large  wheels,  fome  of  which  are  moved  by  horfes,  others  by 
the  wind.  Thefe  wheels  are  of  a  fufficient  height  to  throw  the  water 
into  the  higheft  part  of  the  garden,  from  whence  it  runs  in  trenches  to 
the  root  of  every  tree  and  plant.  The  gardens  and  vineyards  are  gene¬ 
rally  watered  in  this  manner,  from  the  middle  of  May  to  the  middle 
of  September.  The  chief  game  in  the  neighbouring  country  is  hares  and 
partridges  j  and  in  fummer  there  is  plenty  of  quails.  Here  are  alfo  water 
and  wild  fowl  of  all  forts  in  great  abundance. 

About  ten  miles  below  astrachan  is  a  fmall  ifland  called  bosma- 
KOFF,  remarkable  for  its  large  ftorehoufes  of  fait,  which  is  made  about 
twelve  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  it,  and  being  brought  thither  in  boats,  is 
conveyed  in  large  flat  bottomed  veffels  up  the  volga.  With  this  all  the 
country  is  fupplied,  as  far  as  mosco  and  twere.  They  dig  annually 
fome  millions  of  poods,  the  exclufive  property  of  which  is  claimed  by 
the  crown,  and  brings  in  a  confiderable  revenue^  j  for  the  common  food 
of  the  foldiery,  and  of  the  bulk  of  the  people,  is  bread  and  fait.  In 
this  place  alfo  are  large  filheries,  to  which  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fak 

s  In  ASTRACHAN  they  fell  the  fait  at  three  copeeks  a  pood,  but  in  Russia  at  15  to  iS,  viz. 
about  a  farthing  a  pound.  The  revenue  of  astrachan  is  reckoned  140  to  160,000  rubles,  or 
3 3,5 00  li.  of  which  the  greateft  part  arifes  from  fait  and  hlh. 


works 
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works  IS  of  great  advantage.  Thefe  extend  even  to  the  fea,  reaching  fouth 
eaftward  as  far  as  yaeik,  and  alfo  100  miles  above  zaritzen.  From 
thefe  hflieries  all  the  country  is  fupplied  as  far  as  St.  Petersburg:  the  ' 
veffels  are  loaded  with  fait  filh,  and  fent  away  in  the  fpring^  but  as  frefli 
fifh  keeps  good  fo  long  as  it  is  frozen,  the  winter  is  no  fooner  fet  in^ 
than  it  is  tranfported  by  land  as  far  as  mosco  and  St.  Petersburg; 
The  principal  forts  are  fturgeon,  ftarlett,  beluga  and  alTotra  \ 

The  firft  eflablllher  of  thefe  fiflieries  was  tikon  demedoff  a  car¬ 
rier,  who  fettled  there  about  50  years  ago;  his  whole  fortune  then  con¬ 
fided  in  two  horfes,  but  through  his  induftry  an4  abilities  he  became  the 
greateft  merchant  in  that  country.  The  crown,  which  before  his  time 
was  a  flranger  to  thofe  advantages,  has  of  late  years,  befides  the  fait,  en- 
groffed  fome  of  the  fiflieries  alfo. 

Captain  v/oodroofe,  who  was  for  fome  time  at  astrachan,  affur- 
ed  me,  that  from  the  latter  end  of  July  to  the  beginning  of  Oflober,  . 
the  country  about  that  city  is  frequently  infefted  with  locufls,  which  fly 
in  fuch  prodigious  numbers  as  to  darken  the  air,  and  appear  at  a 
diftance  like  a  heavy  cloud.  The  account  which  the  inhabitants  give  of 
them  is,  that  generally  as  the  cold  weather  comes  on,  they  are  feen  in 
their  flight  from  the  northward  to  the  fouthward.  Whenever  they  fall, 
they  eat  up  every  thing  that  is  green.  In  this  feafon  therefore  all  the  gar¬ 
deners  look  out  for  them,  and  upon  their  firfl:  appearance  endeavour  to 
keep  them  oflF,  by  making  as  much  fmoak  and  as  great  noife  as  pof- 
flble ;  but  in  fpite  of  all  their  art,  thefe  deftrudlive  infedls,  after  flying 
as  long  as  they  are  able,  fometimes  fall  in  their  gardens,  on  the  tops  of 
houfes,  and  even  into  the  fires.  Their  bodies,  compared  with  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  their  wings,  are  very  large.  Their  fize  is  generally  from  two  to 
two  and  a  half  inches  long,  and  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  dia¬ 
meter,  and  their  lhapc  near  the  fame  as  the  largeft  fort  of  green  grafs- 
hopper.  WooDRooFE  mentions  in  his  journal,  that  once  in  particular. 


s  A  large  white  filh. 


^  It  refembles  fturgeon. 


126  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  CITY  Parti. 

as  he  was  failing  up  the  volga  to  astrachan,  he  obferved  a  prodigi¬ 
ous  cloud  of  them  coming  from  the  weft  north  well-,  which  is  acrofs  the 
river.  The  wind  at  that  time  blew  very  frefh,  and  nearly  frorh  the  fame 
point;  when  the  locufts  falling  down,  the  water  was  covered  with  fuch  ' 
prodigious  fwarms  of  them,  that  in  fome  places  they  greatly  obftrudled 
the  motion  of  the  boat  for  i  o  or  12  fathoms  together.  He  fays  alfo  that 
they  live  for  fome  time  under  water;  for  as  they  mounted  on  each  other’s 
backs,  they  formed  a  clufter  near  three  feet  diameter,  which  rolled  along 
by  the  force  of  the  wind  and  the  rapidity  of  the  current.  In  this  man¬ 
ner  they  were  driven  afhore;  their  wings  being  dried,  they  got  upon 
the  pafture,  and  very  few  were  drowned.  They  lay  fo  thick  upon  the 
plain  for  near  three  days,  to  the  extent  of  as  many  miles,  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  walk  without  treading  on  them.  When  they  began  to  fly, 
they  difappeared  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour,  leaving  the  plain  without  a 
blade  of  grafs. 

The  commerce  of  astrachan  is  very  confiderable,  though  much 
diminhhed  by  the  troubles  in  Persia,  and  the  frequent  revolts  and  in- 
folent  behaviour  of  the  tartars.  Not  long  ago  they  traded  to  khieva 
and  BOKHARA,  but  at  prefent  their  commerce  is  confined  to  the  em¬ 
press’s  dominions  and  Persia.  The  inhabitants  had  about  38  velTels, 
from  60  to  100  lafts*  for  the  Persian  trade,  of  which  fome  belong  to 
the  government  and  mount  a  few  fmall  pieces  of  cannon.  They  arc 
commanded  by  a  midfliipman  under  a  commodore  who  is  generally 
only  a  lieutenant  in  rank,  and  thefe  under  the  admiralty.  This  office 
is  generally  ftocked  with  all  naval  ftores,  as  well  for  the  ufe  of  the  vef- 
fels  belonging  to  the  empress,  as  to  fupply  the  merchants. 

The  trading  (hips  carry  provifions  to  the  frontier  towns  of  terkie 
and  KiSLAR,  fituated  on  the  Caspian  fea,  and  likewife  merchandize  to  the 
feveral  parts  of  Persia,  at  certain  ftated  rates.  They  are  alfo  occafionally 
employed  by  the  Persians,  to  carry  provifions  from  ghilan  to  baku, 


^  Of  two  tuns  ENGLISH. 


employed 
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DERBEND,  and  otlier  places;  but  the  Russian  government  obferving  that 
their  merchantfhips  were  employed  in  the  tranfport  of  provifions  towards 
their  own  frontier,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Persian  army,  thought  proper  to 
take  them  into  their  fervice;  and  from  that  time  they  fent  only  a  few  vef- 
fels  to  PERSIA,  under  the  authority  of  the  imperial  flag,  that  they  might 
be  priviledged  from  any  arrefls  or  exadions  on  the  part  of  the  Persians. 
But  fince  nadir’s  death,  and. the  abandoning  of  the  enterprize  of  build¬ 
ing  PERSIAN  fliips  in  the  European  manner,  the  Russian  velTels  have 
been  again  reflored  to  the  merchants. 

Their  foreign  trade  confifls  In  red  leather,  linens,  woollen  cloths,  and 
EUROPEAN  manufadures,  which  they  export  to  Persia,  the  greatefl;  part 
for  the  account  of  the  Armenians;  in  return  they  import  feveral  manu- 
fadures  of  Persia,  particularly  thofe  of  cashan,  as  filk  faflies  inter¬ 
mixed  with  gold,  for  the  confumption  of  the  polanders;  wrought  fllks 
and  fluffs  mixed  with  cotton;  rice,  cotton,  a  fmall  quantity  of  drugs, 
and  efpecially  raw  filk.  They  alfo  bring  rhubarb  but  as  the  govern¬ 
ment  has  engroffed  this  article,  private  perfons  are  forbid  to  deal  in  it  un¬ 
der  penalty  of  death.  From  khieva  they  formerly  brought  gold,  lamb- 
fkins,  cotton,  and  other  commodities;  but  this  trade  is  now  difcontinued, 
as  I  'have  already  obferved.  The  oflicers  of  the  admiralty  and  cuftom- 
houfe  of  ASTRACHAN  havc  very  fmall  falaries,  which  is  the  cafe  in  all 
other  places  of  Russia;  fo  that  inflead  of  doing  their  duty  to  difpatch 
bufinefs,  they  often  feek  pretences  to  protrad  it,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
more  confiderable  prefents.  Upon  thefe  occafions,  french  brandy,  white 
wine,  hats,  ftockings,  ribbons,  and  fuch  like  are  acceptable, 

Whilll  I  was  bulled  in  getting  what  informations  were  neceffary,  the 
governor  invited  me  to  a  feafl,  at  which  there  were  near  loodilhes; 
here  I  faw  a  lingular  fpecimen  of  Russian  intemperance,  for  there 
were  above  30  people  who  drank  to  excefs  in  goblets  of  a  kind  of 

The  greatefl  part  of  this  valuable  branch  is  brought  into  Russia  by  the  tartars  of  yakut- 
SKY,  bordering  on  the  eaflern  tartars  belonging  to  china  :  they  travel  through  Siberia  to  sa¬ 
mara,  thence  to  casan  ;  and  from  thence  to  mosco.  f  bocalls. 

■  '  .  cherry 
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cherry  brandy  This  feaft  was  made  for  the  birth  of  his  grand-daughter, 
on  which  occafion  the  guefts  prefented  an  offering,  each  according  to  his 
rank.  This  is  a  civil  way  of  levying  a  heavy  tax  on  the  merchants,  and 
a  cuftom,  tho’  not  elegant,  lefs  abfurd  than  that  of  fome  politer  coun¬ 
tries  ;  for  here  without  difguife  or  ceremony  you  leave  one  or  two  ducats 
or  fome  richer  prefent  on  the  lady’s  bed,  who  fits  up  with  great  forma¬ 
lity  to  be  fainted. 

My  curiofity  carried  me  to  fee  the  devotion  of  the  Indian  pagans 
in  the  little  temple  which  they  have  here.  Their  priefls  ufe  beads,  in- 
cenfe,  caps,  prodrations  and  offerings:  they  have  alfo  fmall  bells  with 
other  mufic,  and  raife  their  voices  in  finging  with  the  utmoft  vehemence. 
The  objedl  of  their  adoration  was  a  pagod,  ugly  and  deformed  to  a  de¬ 
gree  of  horror.  After  the  fervice  was  over,  they  prefented  me  fome  of 
the  fruits  which  had  been  offered  to  this  idol  j  but  I  thought  proper  to  re- 
fufe  them,  not  without  fome  melancholy  refledtions  on  the  abjedl  Rate  to 
which  human  reafon  is  frequently  reduced. 

'  The  TARTARS  hold  this  image  worfliip  in  the  utmofl  abomination j 
they  will  not  carry  even  money  which  has  any  impreffion  of  man,  bird, 
bead:,  creeping  thing,  or  infedt,  into  their  temples.  Their  devotion  is  in 
filence  and  proflrations,  except  that  the  pried  in  an  awful  tone  at  certain 
times  utters  an  invocation  to  the  lord  of  nature,  through  the  mediation 
of  MAHOMMED.  It  mud  be  obferved,  that  the  tartars  about  this  city 
and  kingdom,  were  formerly  didinguifhed  under  denominations  different 
from  the  prefent  j  for  thefe  countries  were  but  little  known,  nor  are  they 
yet  fufficiently  civilized  to  admit  of  that  communication,  which  affords 
an  opportunity  for  an  entire  difcovery,  though  the  Russians  have  made  a 
great  progrefs  in  it.  The  nagay  tartars  are  mahommedans,  re- 
fembling  in  countenance  the  khalmucks,  but  better  favoured,  for  their 
eyes  are  not  fo  fmall;  thefe  and  the  koobans  are  driven  off  to  the  ead- 
ward,  and  have  feldom  of  late  years  made  any  inroads  on  the  Russian 
frontiers. 


The  RUSSIANS  call  it  visnofky. 


For 
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For  feveral  miles  round  this  city,  where  the  foil  will  admit  of  culti¬ 
vation,  there  are  fettlements  of  a  very  civil  and  induftrious  people  of  the 
race  of  the  crim  tartars,  who  are  tributary  to  the  Russians.  In  the 
fummer  they  improve  their  land,  the  chief  products  of  which  are  man¬ 
na  oats,  mufk,  and  water-melons;  but  they  reckon  that  their  princi¬ 
pal  treafure  con  lifts  in  their  wives  and  children,  with  their  ftieep,  horfes, 
and  cattle.  When  any  of  their  daughters  become  marriageable,  they 
cover  her  tent  with  white  linnen,  and  put  a  painted  cloth  on  the  top, 
which  is  ufually  tied  with  red  firings :  they  have  alfo  a  painted  waggon 
on  the  fide  of  the  tent;  and  this  is  to  be  her  marriage  portion.  Thofe 
who  defign  to  marry  obferve  this  fignal,  and  the  girl  is  generally  given  to 
him  who  offers  the  father  the  moft  valuable  prefent.  Thefe  people  are  ma- 
noMMEDANs,  and,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  khalmucks,  extreme¬ 
ly  nice  in  their  buiying  places.  They  dig  their  graves  very  deep,  and  after 
lining  them  with  bricks  dried  in  the  fun,  and  whitewafhing  them  in  the 
infide,  they  build  a  cover  over  them.  They  alfo  raife  thick  walls  of 
mud  round  each  tomb,  on  the  top  of  which  are  fixed  one  or  more  white 
flags,  according  to  the  character  of  the  deceafed. 

I  had  fpent  fifteen  days  here  in  expedlation  of  the  arrival  of  captain 
wooDRooFE  from  GHiLAN,  and  obferving  that  the  feafon  was  far  ad¬ 
vanced,  I  determined,  fo  foon  as  my  caravan  fhould  come  down  the  Vol¬ 
ga,  to  embark  in  a  Russian  veffel;  but  the  4th  of  November  1  receiv¬ 
ed  the  joyful  news  of  woodroofe’s  arrival  at  yerkie  "  with  100  bales 
of  raw  filk. 


The  reader  muft  have  obferved,  by  the  conferences  I  had  with  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  this  place,  how  jealous  the  Russians  were  of  Mr.  elton. 
ARAPOFF  the  RUSSIAN  coiiful  in  PERSIA,  now  gave  intelligence  that  this 


gentleman  had  been  at  balkhan  on  the  eaft  coaft  of  the  Caspian, 
where  he  had  reduced  a  province,  and  brought  the  chiefs  of  it  prifon- 


ers 


VoL.  I. 


"  Seed  fo  called. 


"  The  mouth  of  the  Volga. 

s 
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ers  to  GHiLAN;  and  that  woodroofe’s  fliip  had  been  been  employed  in 
this  enterprize;  concluding  that  {he  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  return 
to  PERSIA.  The  real  account  of  this  matter,  which  captain  woodroofe 
gave  me  foon  after,  was  far  from  being  Tatisfadlory,  and  proved  that  el-’ 
TON  was  too  deeply  engaged  in  the  aitairs  of  the  crown  of  Persia.  Of 
this  the  reader  will  judge  from  the  following  abflradl  of  woodroofe’s 
journal,  relating  to  his  voyage  to  balkhan. 


CHAP.  XX. 

Captain  woodroofe’^  'voyage  to  balkhan,  on  the  eaji  coafl  of  the  Caspian 
feay  under  the  dirediion  of  Mr.  John  elton,  by  order  of  nadir  shah. 

“  'I'UNE  the  24th,  1743,  the  shah’s  orders  w^ere  fignified  to  me  by 
“  aJ  captain  elton,  to  furvey  the  fouth  eafl  part  of  the  Caspian,  on 
which  expedition  the  captain  was  to  go  himfelf.  July  the  2ifl;  we 
“  weighed  anchor  and  fet  fail  for  enzellee,  with  orders  to  flop  in  lan- 
‘‘  GARooD  road.  As  this  was  a  new  navigation,  to  which  mofl;  of  the 
merchants  in  ghilan  were  llrangers,  I  could  procure  no  other  freight, 
‘‘  than  a  fmall  quantity  of  goods  from  captain  elton,  with  which  he  in- 
tended  to  try  the  market  of  astrabad. 

July  the  24th  we  anchored  in  langarood  road,  where  Mr.  elton 
“  embarked.  I  was  then  hardly  recovered  of  a  fever,  with  which  I  had 
‘‘  been  long  afflicted.  The  3  ifl  at  noon  we  weighed,  and  the  5th  of 
“  Auguft  anchored  about  two  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  inlet  into 
“  ASTRABAD  bay.  The  next  day  I  went  in  the  long-boat  to  examine 
the  entrance,  and  found  a  veiy  good  channel  over  the  bar,  and  a  frefh 
water  river  running  into  it  from  the  eaflward.  We  were  about  a  mile 
from  the  mouth  of  this  river  towards  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  when  we 
faw  three  large  fandalls  °  coming  over  the  bar.  The  day  following  I 
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“  armed  and  manned  the  long-boat,  in  order  to  afcend  the  river  upon  a 
“  difcovery.  Nothing  appeared  near  the  (liore  but  woods  and  marlhes, 
“  with  a  ridge  of  mountains,  which  running  parallel  v/ith  the  fea  coaft 
“  extends  near  eafl  and  weft.  At  the  entrance  of  the  river  there  is  only 
“  five  feet  water,  but  after  we  had  proceeded  about  20  miles,  we  found 
“  not  lefs  than  20  feet.  We  rowed  all  that  day,  but  difcovered  no  fettle- 
“  ment.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  entrance  the  water  was 
frefh,  but  18  miles  higher  we  perceived  it  to  be  brackifti,  which  is  ow- 
ing  I  believe  to  the  fea  water  that  comes  over  the  marfhes.  The  wood 
“  is  chiefly  elm,  willow,  and  birch,  intermixed  with  vines.  The  river 
‘‘  runs  about  eaft  north  eaft,  with  a  fmall  current.  We  faw  a  great  num- 
“  ber  of  wild  buffalo’s,  hogs  and  deer,  and  likewife  tracks,  as  they  ap- 
“  peared  to  us,  of  wolves  and  tigers. 

“  Night  coming  on,  and  our  people  being  almoft  fpent  with  the  heat 
“  and  fatigue  of  the  day,  we  refolved  to  take  up  our  lodging  there,  and 
prepared  to  defend  ourfelves  againft  the  wild  beafts :  for  this  purpofe 
we  cut  down  a  large  quantity  of  wood,  and  almoft  inclofing  ourfelves, 
“  fet  it  on  fire.  The  greateft  inconveniency  we  fuffered,  was  from  the 
“  gnats,  which  ftung  us  fo  intolerably,  that  many  of  our  people  ftripp’d 
“  themfelves,  and  lay  all  but  their  heads  in  the  water.  Not  having  dif- 
“  covered  any  fettlement,  about  midnight  we  began  to  row  dowui  again, 
‘‘  and  at  noon  we  reached  the  bay.  Continuing  our  courfe  along  fhore, 
“  about  two  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the  mouth  of  the  river,  we 
“  heard  the  report  of  a  mufket,  and  looking  carefully  towards  the  place 
“  from  whence  it  came,  ive  faw  about  50  men  all  armed,  coming  out 
of  the  woods  down  to  the  fea  fide:  though  we  were  apprehenfive  they 
“  were  robbers  who  often  infeft  this  coaft,  yet  we  refolved  to  Hand  in 
‘‘  for  the  fhore.  At  our  approach,  perceiving  that  we  had  ftore  of  fire 
“  arms,  they  began  to  retire  into  the  woods.  We  fent  therefore  our  per- 
“  SIAN  fervant  on  fhore,  to  acquaint  them  that  we  were  come  on 
“  that  coaft  by  the  shah’s  orders,  having  bufinefs  at  astrabad;  and 
“  to  convince  them  of  the  truth,  we  offered  to  exchange  hoftages,  and 

R  2  “  that 
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that  if  three  of  their  people  would  come  into  our  boat,  three  of  ours 
“  fliould  go  with  them  3  to  which  they  confentedr  Upon  this  I  went, 
“  attended  by  our  interpreter  and  a  fervant,  to  the  village  of  kondaga- 
“  ZAR,  which  is- near  a  mile  from  tlie  water  fide,  through  a  thick  wood. 
‘‘  We  were  received  by  the  principal  people  of  the  village  with  great 
‘‘  regard,  and  after  refrefhing  ourfelves  with  what  the  place  afforded,  we 
“  returned  to  our  boat.  Among  other  things,  we  learnt  that  the  three 
fandalls  which  we  faw  coming  over  the  bar,  were  Turkoman  pirates, 
“  that  they  had  plundered  a  village  a  little  to  the  fouth  weft,  where  they 
“  killed  eighteen  men;  and  that  thefe  continual  depredations  obliged  them 
“  to  be  always  upon  their  guard.  As  it  was  very  dark,  we  lay  all  night 
“  in  the  boat,  but  the  next  day  we  w^ent  aboard  our  fhip,  weighed  and 
‘‘  came  to  anchor  in  kondagazar  road  in  2  I  fathom  water,  in  ftiff 
“  muddy  ground. 

Auguft  the  nth.  I  went  on  fhore  with  letters  from  captain  elton 
“  for  the  governor  of  astrabad,  in  which  he  defired  that,  as  he  was 
“  about  the  shah’s  affairs,  he  might  be  provided  with  horfes  to  carry  him 
“  to  the  city.  At  my  return  we  landed  our  little  cargo;  not  without 
“  fome  difficulty,  the  fhore  being  flat  and  low.  Whilft  we  lay  here, 
“  the  villagers  fhewed  us  great  civilities,  and  conftantly  fent  us  provifions 
“  of  every  fort  in  abundance.  The  13th.  Several  of  the  principal  inhabi- 
“  tants  came  on  board,  and  acquainted  captain  elton,  that  the  governor 
■  had  fent  horfes  and  fervants  to  condud:  him  to  astrabad  ;  upon 
“  which  he  immediately  went  on  fhore.  After  fpending  feveral  days  in 
furveying  this  bay,  and  taking  landfkips  of  the  coaft;  naseer  aga,  an 
“  officer  in  the  shah’s  fervice,  arrived  from  the  camp,  with  orders  to  take 
“  four  of  the  ogurtjoys  p  who  had  left  their  country,  and  put  them- 
“  felves  under  Persian  protedion,  to  ferve  us  as  pilots,  as  they  were 
“  well  acquainted  with  the  eaftern  coaft.  He  was  likewife  commiffioned 
to  take  a  fufficient  number  of  foldiers  under  his  command,  with  di- 

P  Inhabitants  of  the  iflands  on  the  eaftern  coaft. 
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redtions  to  look  for  a  proper  place  to  build  a  garrlfon,  in  order  to  awe 
“  the  OGURTJOY  pirates,  and  prevent  their  excurfions. 

“  The  3ifl  of  Augnft.  Captain  elton  and  naseer  aga,  with  18 
“  foldiers  and  four  pilots  came  on  board ;  and  the  next  day  we  weighed. 
“  We  arrived  the  8  th  of  September  at  the  fouth  end  of  idak,  the  wef- 
termoft  of  the  ogurtjoy  iflands,  and  coafted  the  eaft  fide  of  it; 
“  continuing  our  furvey  for  four  days.  It  is  a  long  fandy  ifland,  which 

“  firetches  itfelf  about  north  and  fouth.  Near  it  is  deverish  a  barren 
“  ifland,  which  extends  itfelf  to  north  eaft  and  fouth  weft.  The  pilots 
“  affirmed  this  to  have  been  formerly  a  high  land;  but  now  it  is  low,' 
“  which  we  imputed  to  the  rifing  of  the  water.  Between  thefe  two  iflands 
“  is  a  very  good  channel  three  fathoms  deep,  which  extends  to  the  north- 
“  ward.  Idak  has  two  wells  of  frefli  water,  and  is  inhabited  by  eight 
“  or  ten  families,  who  have  a  few  fheep  and  goats.  The  foil  produces 
“  a  coarfe  fort  of  grape,  melons,  cucumbers,  ^carrots,  onions.  See.  The 
“  inhabitants,  for  want  of  harbours,  having  no  boats,  borrow  them  of. 
“  their  neighbours  in  the  ifland  of  naphtonia 

“  September  the  14th.  We  weighed  and  came  in  clofe  under  the  eafl 
"  fide  of  NAPHTONIA.  The  coaft  is  difficult  of  accefs,  the  land  being 
“  very  high ;  it  extends  itfelf  fix  or  eight  leagues  north  and  fouth,  and 
“  contains  about  36  families,  who  have  28  large  boats  with  feveral  wells 
of  NAPTHA  The  harbour  is  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland:  to  the 
“  fouthward  there  are  four  fmall  ifles,  between  all  which,  by  the  relation 
“  of  our  pilot  a  native  of  the  place,  there  is  full  10  feet  water;  as  there 
“  is  likewife  up  a  large  bay  to  the  eaftward  of  them,  almoft  as  far  as 
BALKHAN  hill.  Naphtonia  has  plenty  of  fheep,  wild  goats,  ca- 
“  mels,  and  afles,  with  exceeding  good  water;  the  latter  is  a  great  ad- 
“  vantage  to  them,  for  all  the  fprings  along  this  coaft,  except  here,  and 
“  on  IDAK,  are  fait  or  brackiffi.  The  foil  is  fruitful,  affording  all  man- 

^  So  called  by  the  Russians;  the  Persians  call  it  cherrican.  ''  This  is  common- 

Jy  underftood  to  be  a  fpecies  of  bitumen ;  it  is  of  the  nature  of  oil,  of  a  very  dark  grey  colour,  and 
fulphurcous  fmell. 
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“  ner  of  garden -ftufF.  There  is  an  old  mofque,  to  which  the  inhabi- 
tants  come  to  worfliip.  Thefe  people  fubfift  entirely  by  piracy,  mak- 
ing  continual  depredations  on  the  neighbouring  parts  of  Persia. 

•  “  To  remedy  this  evil,  nadir  shah  fome  years  hnce  offered  to  for- 

“  give  all  that  was  pafl,  and^  to  receive  them  into  his  favour,  if  they 
would  come  and  fettle'about  y\sTRABAD  bay,  where  they -might  have 
lands  and  fell  their  naptha  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  quarter.  This 
“  they  accepted,  and  carried  on  a  brifk  trade  for  about  tv/o  years,  felling  J 
“  their  naptha  to  the  Persians,  Turkomans,  and  roving  ousbegs, 

“  and  purchafmg  provifions  to  fupply  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands.  But 
“  having  had  an  opportunity  of  colleding  a  number  of  boats,  they  grew 
“  tired  of  this  jvay  of  living,  and  returned  to  their  trade  of  piracy;  fo 
“  that  balkhan  became  a  general  rendezvous  of  robbers.  Nadir  shah 
“  being  at  that  time  engaged  in  his  expedition  againfl:  the  moghol,  poff- 
“  poned  the  reduction  of  thefe  people  till  his  return.  But  upon  enquiry 
“  he  now  found  it  attended  with  great  difficulty,  for  the  place  is  almoft 
inacceffible  by  land,  and  the  country  fo  wild  and  barren,  that  none 
“  but  thofe  hardy  people  the  turkumans  can  live  in  it.  Befides,  in 
“  fummer  there  is  no  freffi^water  along  the  coaft,  except  one  well;  and 
‘‘  in  winter  the  defert  is  exceeding  cold. 

September  the  15th.  We  weighed  and  ran  through  a  channel  not 
‘‘  wider  than  half  a  cable’s  length,  between  the  eaft  end  of  deverish 
“  and  naphtonia,  and  ftood  away  along  the  north  end  of  the  latter. 

“  This  channel/is  faid  to  have  been  fordable  about  18  years  ago,  but  now’ 
V  it  has  every  where  10  or  12  feet  water.  To  the  eaftward  we  favv  14 
large  boats,  which  rowed  towards  us  for  fome  time,  and  then  hoid- 
‘‘  ing  their  fails  ran  round  a  bank  of  fand  to  the  eaft  fide  of  naphto- 
“  NiA;  where  they  have  a  town  with  a  pretty  good  harbour.  As  it  was 
“  a  calm  v.'e  could  not  follow  them,  and  a  ffrong  current  fetting  out  of 
“  the  bay  we  were  obliged  to  anchor  in  feven  fathom  water.  The 
next  day  having  a  weflerly  breeze  we  weighed,  and  ran  up  the  fide 
of  the  ifland  dargan,  which  forms  the  fouth  part  of  the  bay,  and 

“  extends 
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“  extends  near  eafl  and  weft.  There  is  fome  riling  ground  on  it,  but 
“  no  inhabitants,  the  land  being  barren  and  fandy.  Notwithftanding 
“  there  is  no  water  on  .this  ifland,  yet,  by  report,  it  abounds  in  wild 
“  goats  and  deer,  which,  as  the  Persians  generally  fay,  require  no  wa- 
ter,  but  fubfift  on  the  heavy  dews  that  conftantly  fall  in  thofe  parts. 
«  We  continued  founding,  and  got  up  to  a  fmall  ifland  on  the  fouth 
“  fide  of  the  bay,  called  dagadaw,  where  we  anchored  in  two  fa- 

4 

thorn  water. 

The  day  following  we  went  with  the -long-boat  to  furvey  the  ifland, 
“  defigning  alfo  to  go  on  fliore  on  the  main  land  for  frelh  water.  Our 
pilot  carried  us  to  two  fprings,  where  there  were  many  tracks  of  ca- 
“  mels  and  flieep.  The  water  was  brackifhi  for  as  all  the  land  on  this 
“  fide  the  Caspian  is  impregnated  with  fait,  fo  are  the  fprings,  except 
two  at  the  foot  of  balkhan  mountain ;  and  yet  the  turkumans 
“  and  their  cattle  drink  of  it.  I'was  informed,  that  it  is  now  100  years 
“  flnce  the  oxus  emptied  itfelf  into  the  upper  end  of  this  bay.  As  this 
“  river  was  often  dried  up  in  many  places  in  the  heat  of  the  fummer, 
“  the  TURKOMANS  imagined,  that  by  ftopping  the  mouth  of  it  they 
“  could  preferve  it  above.  But  the  contrary  fell  out,  for  the  water  hav- 
“  ing  no  paflage  to  clear  away  the  fand,  which  was  conftantly  blown  off 
“  the  defert  into  this  river,  it  is  filled  up,  and  fcarce-  any  veftiges  of  it 
“  are  now  remaining  near  the  Caspian  fea. 

“  Round  DAGADAW  there  is  full  two  fathom  water,  which  is  con- 
ftantly  fmooth  and  clear.  Our  pilots  informed  us  that  there  is  a  great 
“  fcarcity  of  fifh,  for  which  reafon  the  inhabitants  keep  10  fiflaing 
“  boats  in  a  bay  about  half  a  day’s  journey  to  the  northward,  which 
“  the  PERSIANS  call  obb  maysey  ^  Here  they  catch  plenty  of  fifli 
not  only  for  their  own  ufe,  but  likewife  for  fale  to  the  Turkomans 
“  and  roving  tartars.  The  Russians  pretend  there  is  a  whirlpool  in 
“  this  bay;  but  this  is  denied  by  the  Turkomans,  who  affirm  they  fifli 


^  Or  filhing  water. 
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“  all  over  it.  In  all  parts  of  it  there  is  at  leaft  eight  fathom  water  j  but 
the  entrance  is  very  narrow. 

September  the  i8th.  As  we  continued  founding  up  the  bay,  wc 
“  found  the  water  grew  fliallowj  the  deepeft  is  clofe  along  the  ifland 
“  D  ARC  AN,  which  runs  up  near  the  foot  of  the  mountain  of  ealk- 
“  HAN,  between  which  and  the  iiland  there  is  a  little  channel  of  live, 
feet  water.  Rowing  acrofs  the  bay  we  faw  numbers  of  people, 
who  upon  our  approaching  towards  the  ifland,  made  fignals, 

“  by  throwing  up  fand  in  the  air,  which  at  a  diftance  appeared  like 
“  frnoke.  They  began  their  flgnals  at  the  water  fide,  and  were  anfwered 
“  quite  to  the  eafiernmofi:  end.  When  we  were  arrived  at  the  foot  of 
“  the  mountain,  we  faw  14  boats  at  anchor  to  the  fouthward  of  dar- 
‘‘  GAN,  where  there  is  a  wide  bay  that  extends  into  the  Caspian.  Our  ^ 
“  pilot  informed  us,  that  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  there  is  five  feet 
water,  which  deepens  gradually  to  the  weftward  into  10  feet^  and  this 
‘‘  is  the  founding  through  all  the  paflages  between  naphtonia  and  the 
‘‘  iflands  to  the  fouthward.  This  day  we  weighed,  and  ran  up  into  nine 
‘‘  feet  water,  and  moored  the  fliip  near  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 

“  Here  captain  elton  and  naseer  aga  went  in  fearch  of  a  conve- 
“  nient  fpot,  on  which  they  might  build  a  fort.  They  had  taken  with 
“  them  on  fliore  the  Persian  foldiers,  a  pilot,  and  four  failors,  with 
arms  and  ammunition  fufficient  to  make  a  defence  againfl:  thofe  tar- 
‘‘  TARS,  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  Soon  after  they  put  oflF,  we  faw  the  14 
‘‘  boats  fleering  to  the  weflw'ard,  but  could  not  perceive  any  body  up- 
“  on  the  ifland, 

“  September  the  22d.  Our  people  returned  from  their  furvey,  and 
“  reported,  that  when  they  had  got  up  to  balkhan  they  found  only 
one  man  on  the  coafl,  whom  the  tartars  had  commifiioned  to  en- 
"  quire  after  us.  Upon  our  firfl  approaching  naphtonia,  the  inhabi- 
“  tants  imagined  we  were  driven  in  there  by  diflrefs,  for  which  reafon 
they  manned  all  their  boats  with  defign  to  cut  us  off.  But  ob- 

“  ferving 
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“  ferving  that  we  beat  the  drum  and  fired  the  morning  gun,  and  feeing 
us  run  fo  readily  through  the  narrow  palTage  between  deverish  and 
‘‘  NAPHTONiA,  they  concluded  we  were  fent  by  the  shah  to  defiroy 
“  them ;  upon  which  they  made  all  hafie  back  to  fave  their  families  and 
cattle.  The  former  they  conveyed  in  boats  to  balkhan,  with  an 
«  intent  to  alarm  the  tartars  in  that  neighbourhood;  but  they  tranfport- 
“  ed  their  cattle,  confiding  of  camels,  fheep,  and  afies,  to  dargan, 
“  together  with  two  women  flaves,  and  two  of  their  own  men,  to 
“  whom  they  gave  inftrudions  to  drive  them  to  the  fouth  eaft  part  of 
“  the  ifland.  But  feeing  us  come  up  the  bay  fo  clofe  after  them,  they 
“  went  round  in  order  to  take  in  their  cattle  again,  left  we  fhould  inter- 
“  cept  them  This  precaution  however  proved  quite  fruitlefs  from  an- 
“  other  caufe;  for,  to  their  great  furprize,  they  found  that  moft  of  them 
“  were  already  deftroyed  by  wild  beafts.  One  of  the  flaves  was  alfo  kil- 
“  led:  the  other  being  greatly  diftrefibd  for  want  of  water,  and  not  ufed 
“  to  fuch  hardftiips,  expired  in  a  few  hours ;  fo  that  only  the  two  men 
“  and  a  few  camels  were.faved.  They  failed  then  to  the  fouthward, 
“  while  the  turkumans  and  feveral  ousbeg  tartars  who  frequent 
“  this  neighbourhood,  fled  up  into  the  mountain  of  balkhan. 

“  Thefe  pirates  were  pofTefibd  of  17  boats  more,  which  were  then  on 
“  a  cruife  on  the  coaft  of  mazanderan  and  astrabad.  ’Tis  their 
“  cuftom  to  fend  only  half  of  their  boats  out  at  a  time,  for  fear  of  a  vifit 
“  from  the  shah’s  forces,  or  left  they  fhould  lofe  a  prize  by  fufiering 
“  any  vefibl  to  efcape,  that  might  be  driven  in  here  by  diftrefs.  Whenever 
“  this  happens,  they  take  all  that  is  ufeful  out  of  her,  then  fet  her  on 
“  fire,  and  either  kill  the  failors,  or  fell  them  as  flaves  to  the  ousbeg 
“  tartars. 


“  Captain  elton  having  received  this  information  proceeded  in  his 
“  furvey,  in  order  to  be  fatisfied  if  there  was  any  poflibility  of  executing 
the  shah’s  project.  This  prince  had  been  informed,  that  there  was 
‘‘  plenty  of  frefh  water  in  thofe  parts;  but  upon  examination  it  was  found 
“  that  the  fprings  were  overflowed  wfith  fait  water.  There  was  another 
“  fpring  indeed  a  mile  and  a  half  higher  up,  but  as  it  was  very  fmall 
VoL.  I.  S  “  and 
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“  and  at  fuch  a  diftance,  it  would  not  anfwer  the  purpofe.  The  ifland  of 
“  DAGADAW  was  judged  the  fafeft  place  for  the  garrifon,  as  the  maga- 
“  zines  would  be  there  moft  fecure  from  any  furprize  by  land  on  the 
“  part  of  the  tartars.  With  regard  to  frelh  water,  captain  Elton 
“  propofed  to  provide  a  number  of  boats,  and  to  bring  it  from  naphtoni  a  ; 
“  which  was  the  more  feafible,  as  the  navigation  between  the  two  iflands 
“  is  extremely  fafe. 

“  September  the  28th.  As  I  had  a  voyage  now  depending  from  ghi- 

0 

‘‘  LAN  to  RUSSIA,  there  was  not  time  fufficient  to  make  any  farther  dif- 
covery.  There  was  only  half  a  hogdiead  of  freih  water  on  board, 
“  and  to  go  on  fliore  on  naphtonia  would  have  occafioned  too  great  a 
‘‘  delay.  We  therefore  weighed  for  farabad,  where  we  landed  our 
paflengers  the  30th  of  September 3  and  after  getting  fre£h  water  we  pro- 
“  ceeded  for  enzellee.” 

From  this  account  of  captain  woodroofe,  it  feems  that  nadir  with 
his  ufual  fagacity  forefaw  a  rebellion  from  that  fide  of  Turkoman i a, 
which  induced  him  to  employ  his  new  fervant  elton  3  his  intent  bein^ 
to  fend  a  fleet  to  balkhan  with  proviflons,  in  order  to  build  a  fort  and 
keep  a  garrifon  in  that  place,  to  awe  the  Turkoman  tartars.  This 
ftep  could  not  but  give  great  offence  to  the  Russians,  becaufe  their  bar¬ 
rier  would  become  fo  much  the  weaker,  and  the  Persians  might  the 
more  eafily  invade  Russia  on  that  fide,  which  had  been  always  confider- 
ed  as  impra(5ticable. 


CHAP.  XXI. 

The  Author  continues  his  wyage  down  the  vo'lg a  to  the  mouth  of  the  Cas¬ 
pian.  A  brief  account  of  the  khalmuck  fettlements',  arid  of  the  river 
VOLGA.  The  method  of  curing  caviare. 


OVEMBER  the  8th.  We  left  astrachan  under  convoy  of  the 
governor’s  barge  with  1 2  granadiers.  It  has  been  already  obferved, 
that  this  old  gentleman  had  been  greatly  inftrumental  in  bringing  the 

tartars 
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TARTARS  to  a  peaceable  fubjecftion  to  the  Russian  government :  for 
this  purpofe  he  had  taken  all  the  large  boats  from  the  khalmucks  ^  fo 
that  here,  as  in  other  places,  they  were  obliged  to  filh  in  fmall  canoes. 
At  night  we  flept  within  pidol-lhot  of  a  khaj^muck  fettlement.  The 
habitations  of  thefe  people  are  round  tents,  which  they  call  khabitka’s, 
raifed  with  canes  in  the  form  of  a  cone,  and  covered  with  wilocks  h 
Thefe  tents  are  of  10,  and  fome  of  15  yards  in  circumference,  and 
about  1 2  feet  high  5  they  make  their  fires  in  the  center  of  the  tent,  and 
the  fmoke  ifilies  from  the  top,  which  is  prepared  for  that  purpofe. 

Thefe  people  are  miferably  poor,  fubfifiing  on  fifh  which  they  take  in 
the  VOLGA  i  they  dry  in  the  fummer  their  winter’s  provifion.  They 
prefer  to  live  on  the  banks,  where  flags  and  ruflies  are  grown  to  a  great 
lieight,  thefe  being  fome  defence  againfl;  the  rigors  of  the  cold  feafon. 
There  are  feldom  feen  above  7  or  8  tents  in  a  place,  which  contain  30 
or  40  perfons,  who  live  in  diftindt  families  under  one  whom  they  chufe 
as  their  chief.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  other  khalmucks,  who  travel 
to  the  fouth  when  the  winter  comes  on,  and  return  northward  in  the  heat 
of  the  fummer. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  murders  and  robberies  frequently  happen  in 
thefe  parts.  I  gave  the  fl:rid:efl;  orders  for  a  regular  watch  of  two  men 
under  arms  during  the  night;  but  I  more  than  once  found  them  fafl:  a- 
fleep.  As  we  advanced  within  30  werfls  of  the  mouth  of  the  volga, 
we  defcried  a  great  number  of  fmall  iflands;  the  whole  fcene  appearing 
wild  and  inhofpitable.  We  were  obliged  to  flop  at  sadlistova  a  little 
ifland,  where  refides  the  officer  who  gives  clearances  to  pafTengers. 

Being  happily  arrived  at  yerkie,  we  embarked  in  the  British  fhip 
EMPRESS  of  RUSSIA,  much  delighted  to  find  ourfelves  in  a  veffel  of  good 
oak,  regularly  built,  well  fitted,  and  probably  the  only  complete  fliip 
which  till  that  time  had  appeared  on  the  Caspian.  It  was  no  lefs  a 
pleafure  to  fee  the  English  flag  hoifled,  and  fome  fatisfadion  to  receive 

% 

^  This  is  a  very  thick  felt  of  camel’s  hair,  which  keeps  out  the  weather  extremely  well. 

S  2  thofe 
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thofe  common  marks  of  efteem  which  maflers  of  fhips  ufually  pay  their 
merchants  when  they  have  any  guns. 

Though  I  have  in  leveral  parts  of  this  work  made  occafional  mention 
of  the  VOLGA,  yet  a  river  of  fuch  confideration  deferves  a  more  particu¬ 
lar  attention;  and  I  think  no  place  fo  proper  as  this,  being  now  about  to 
take  my  leave  of  it.  This  river  was  antiently  called  the  rha,  and  is 
reputed  for  extent  and  depth  one  of  the  nobleft  in  the  world.  It  derives 
its  fource  from  the  lake  fernoff  in  the  province  of  reskoff,  run- 
ing,  according  to  general  computation,  near  4500  werfts  *  before  it  em¬ 
pties  itfelf  into  the  Caspian  fea.  It  takes  in  the  river  twersa  which 
comes  from  twere,  the  moscwa  from  mosco,  the  occa  from  colum- 
NA,  the  KAMA  which  divides  the  nagay  and  kooban  tartars,  the 
SAMAR  at  samara,  and  many  others.  It  is  of  the  utmoft  utility  to 
the  greateft  part  of  the  vafl:  empire  of  Russia,  not  only  with  regard  to 
commerce,  but  as  it  has  been  a  means  of  reducing  the  different 
tribes  of  tartars  who  frequent  its  borders.  The  immenfe  quantities 
of  water  it  receives  from  other  rivers,  and  from  the  many  hilly  countries 
from  whence  defcend  great  torrents,  particularly  when  the  fnow  melts  in 
the  fpring,  are  the  caufe  of  its  fwelling  at  different  times  and  places.  It  be¬ 
gins  ufually  to  rife  in  March,  and  increafes  in  April  and  May,  continuing 
above  its  ufual  mark,  till  the  end  of  June;  and  then  it  decreafes  very  fall. 
There  is  often  another  rife  in  September  by  autumnal  rains;  but  this  is  not 
fo  conftant,  nor  near  fo  confiderable.  It  varies  in  different  places ; 
at  ASTRACKAN  it  is  only  feven  or  eight  feet,  unlefs  the  foutherly  winds 
blow  in  the  water  at  the  fame  time  from  the  Caspian.  About  zaritzen, 
which  is  above  400  werfis  higher,  I  faw  a  mark  at  about  20  feet,  as  al¬ 
ready  mentioned ;  and  at  casan,  which  is  1250  werfls  yet  higher,  the  rife 
is  faid  to  be  much  greater.  As  there  are  fo  many  different  climates  in  the 
courfe  of  this  .river,  the  ice  breaks  up  at  different  times;  as  at  astra- 
CHAN  about  the  end  of  February,  and  at  casan  generally  a  month 
later.  Here  the  banks  alter  almofl:  every  year,  partly  by  the  force  of 
the  current,  and  partly  by  the  fands  which  are  blown  into  the  river  from 
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the  adjacent  country.  The  danger  arifing  from  t'hefe  (Lifting  banks  is  . 
not  very  great ;  but  they  create  delays.  The  common  courfe  of  the ' 
dream  can  hardly  be  reckoned  above  a  mile  an  hour,  but  in  the  time  - 
of  the  floods  it  is  generally  three  miles. 

The  navigation  is  very  difficult  for  veflels  drawing  above  five  feet  water, . 
except  in  the  flood  times,  when  the  largefl:  flat  bottomed  veflTels  find  fuffi- 
cient  water.  I  have  feen  a  veflTel  afloat  in  the  month  of  Od:ober,  faid  to  ’ 
have  600  tuns  of  fait  and  fiffi  aboard ;  and  in  fome  feafons  they  have 
barks  of  greater  burthen.  The  trade  from  many  parts  is  great  and  ex- 
tenfive,  but  from  no  place  more  confiderable  than  from  yarislaw  and 
CASAN.  The  failors  who  navigate  this  river,  are  remarkable  for  their  dex¬ 
terity  in  warping.  They  have  three  boats  to  carry  out  the  warps,  which 
they  take  in  forward  3  and  at  the  fame  time  they  coil  the  warp  from  the  flern 
into  the  boat,  while  the  other  two  boats  are  a-head  laying  frefh  warps  j  for 
as  foon  as  they  have  run  out  one,  the  end  of  the  other  is  ready.  Thefe  vef- 
fels  fometimes  carry  from  150  to  200  men,  and  as  their  bignefs  prevents 
their  failing,  except  the  wind  be  very  fair,  they  warp  30  English  miles  • 
in  a  day  againfl:  the  dream,  which,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  is  fome¬ 
times  very  rapid.  Befides  the  vafl:  abundance  of  fiffi  taken  in  this  river,  ' 
and  fent  either  falted  or  frozen  to  diflant  parts  of  the  Russian  empire, 
there  is  a  confiderable  commerce  carried  on  in  caviare  ". 

The  method  of  preparing  this  commodity  is  to  take  away  the  flringy  ■ 
part,  then  to  mix  it  with  fait  well  cleaned  and  made  into  brine  j  and  when 
drained  from  the  oily  parts  and  prefled,  it  becomes  of  fuch  a  confiftency 
as  to  keep  two  or  three  years.  The  grain  is  of  a  darkifh  grey  colour,  , 
almoft  as  big  as  a  pepper  corn,  and  cuts  tranfparent,^  In  the  winter  it  is  ' 
fent  frefh  to  all  parts  of  the  empire,  and  is  much  efteemed  by  the  natives  . 
as  well  as  foreigners,  being  well  known  to  partake  of  the  nature  of  oyf- 
ters.  There  is  alfo  a  large  quantity  made  for  exportation,  which  is  con-  • 
fumed  in  ijaly  and  by  the  chriftians  in  the  levant.  The  Armeni¬ 
ans  have  the  (kill  of  preparing  it  bed,  and  ufuallymake  above  6000 
poods  *  every  year.  In  1749  they  brought  20,000  poods  to  market. 

'  Roe  of  fturgeon  and  belluga,  the  Russians  call  it  iecra.  *  About  lOO  tunsr 

Having 
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Having  thus  given  a  (hort  account  of  the  Volga,  and  being  ready  to 
launch  out  into  the  Caspian,  I  think  it  will  be  proper  to  introduce  a 
more  particular  defcription  of  that  fea,  befides  what  has  been  already  given 
concerning  balkhan.  But  as  this  is  a  province  which  properly  belongs 
to  a  feaman,  I  muft  refer  my  reader  to  the  following  extracts  of  captain 
woodroofe’s  journal,  from  his  firft  entering  on  that  navigation. 


\ 

CHAP.  XXII. 

Extradls  of  captain  woodroofe’j  joutmal from  his  fetting  out  from  astra- 

CHAN  in  fune  1742,  on  his  firji  voyage. 

TUNE  the  20th,  1742.  Upon  our  entrance  into  the  Caspian 
“  qJ  we  met  with  hard  gales  of  foutherly  winds  attended  with  a  very 
“  hollow  fea,  and  foon  loft  our  great  launch  from  the  ftern.  The  day 
“  following  we  hauled  up  to  the  eaftward,  on  account  of, the  rocks 
“  lying  between  swetoi  and  zeloi  Hands ;  fome  of  thefe  run  a 
“  mile  to  the  eaftward,  and  'there  is  a  very  large  one  two  miles  eaft 
‘‘  of 'swEToi.  Here  we  faw  feveral  breakers,  which  we  took  to  be 
rocks  under  water.  The  fafeft  way  is  to  avoid  zeloi,  the  land  being 
low  and  the  weather  generally  hazy  5  and  it  is  not  difcernible  above 
two  leagues  even  in  clear  weather. 

% 

June  the  27th.  For  feveral  days  we  had  light  wefterly  and  fouth 
weft  winds  with  a  ftrong  current,  which  fruftrated  our  endeavours  to 

reach  enzellee.  Our  water  running  low  we  made, the  fouth  fhore, 

“  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  10  fathom,  when  we  difcovered.a  town 
“  from  the  mad-head.  The  fhore  for  'many  miles  has  the  appearance 
of  a  very  pleafant  and  fertile  country,  agreeably  checkered  with  groves, 

‘‘  paftures,  and  arable  lands.  At  the  extent  of  this  landfkip  is  a  ridge  of 
high  mountains,  extending  from  eaft  to  weft,  behind  which  the  peek 

“  DEMONA,  • 
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‘‘  DEMOAN  rifes  far  above  the  reft.  We  immediately  hoifted  out  our 
“  boat,  and  having  rowed  three  leagues  to  the  eaftward,  we  landed  near  the 
“  town  of  MESCHEDIZAR. 

“  Flere  an  hundred  men  under  arms  prefented  themfelves,  and  without 
“  any  ceremony  dragged  our  boat  to  fhore,  fignifying  that  we  were 
“  their  prifoners.  Among  this  troop  there  were  three  who  had  the 
“  appearance  of  officers,  but  feemed  to  preferve  no  kind  of  difci- 
“  pline.  They  hood  for  near  an  hour  at  bay,  refting  on  their  arms, , 
“  and  laughing  very  loud.  At  length  a  perfon  came  whom  they  treat- 
“  ed  with  great  deference  ^  he  was  attended  by  feveral  others  of  good ' 
“  figure,  and  among  the  reft  by  a  Russian  interpreter. 

This  perfon  demanded  in  very  civil  terms  who  I  was,  and  what  I 
“  wanted.  I  informed  him  that  I  had  a  cargo  of  goods  for  the  English 
fadlory  at  reshd,  in  whofe  fervice  I  was  employed  j  that  my  Ihip  was 
“  at  anchor  three  leagues  to  the  eaftward,  and  that  contrary  winds  and 
‘‘  want  of  water  had  occafioned  my  coming  on  fiiore.  He  replied,  that 
the  cafe  might  poffibly  be  as  I  reprefented  it,  but  as  the  coafl  was  very 
“  much  expofed  to  the  depredations  of  pirates,  he  mufi;  be  fatisfied  in  a 
“  circumftance  which  could  not  but  appear  fufpicious^  adding,  that  to  > 
“  be  convinced  of  our  innocencCj  he  would  difpatch  a  mefienger  to  ‘ 
“  inquire  after  our  vefiel.  In  the  mean  time  he  defired  me  to  fit  down 
“  by  him  on  the  fand,  alTuring  me  that  I  had  nothing  to  fear.  He 
“  invited  me  alfo  to  fup  with  him,  and  at  my  requefi:  ordered  a  pro-  - 
“  per  guard  over  the  boat,  with  provifions  for  the  failors.  We  had 
“  hardly  reached  his  houfe^when  the  fervant  arrived  with  the  news  of 
“  the  flip,  with  which  he  was  very  well  pleafed.  When  we  had  fi- 
“  nifiied  our  repaft,  he  made  an  apology  for  what  had  happened,  inform- 
‘‘  ing  me  that  mahommed  khan  the  governor  of  the  province,  had 
“  ifliied  out  orders  to  all  the  villages  along  the  fea  coaft,  to  detain  every 
“  firange  boat  that  fiiould  come  on  fhore,  and  fend  the  commander  of 
“  it  to  him  5  for  which  reafon  I  mufi:  go  with  him  the  next  day  to 

‘‘  bal- 
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“  BALFRUSH,  the  metropolis  of  this  province.  Early  in  the  morning 
horfes  were  brought  to  the  door,  and  three  fervants  attended  us  on 
foot  to  BALFRUSH.  The  governor  had  heard  of  my  arrival,  and 
being  well  acquainted  with  our  fadory  in  reshd,  entertained  me  with 
“  a  very  handfome  dinner,  and  gave  me  a  palTport  to  procure  affiftance 
“  in  all  other  parts  of  that  coaft  fubjecfl  to  his  authority.  As  a  further 
“  proof  of  his  good  will,  he  ordered  the  calentar  to  furnifh  us  with 
“  water  from  certain  choice  fprings,  and  with  all  the  provifions  I  wanted; 

and  if  I  had  no  Persian  money,  he  delired  him  to  take  my  bills 
“  upon  the  fadors  at  reshd.  After  thefe  civilities  he  wilhed  me  a  good 
voyage,  and  I  took  my  leave. 

“  Between  this  city  and  meschedizar,  which  are  diftant  from  each 
“  other  about  12  miles,  is  a  pleafant  country;  the  people  are  well 
limbed,  robuft,  and  very  adive,  particularly  in  wreftling,  running,  and 
■“  other  fuch  exercifes.  At  meschedizar  there  is  a  little  market  for 
“  fruit,  fuch  as  mulk  and  water-melons,  apples,  pears,  and  plumbs,  very 
“  fine  raifins,  rice,  brown  and  loaf  fugar,  which  they  make  here  and 
“  at  BALFRUSH.  The  loaf  fugar  is  bad,  and  when  diffolved  produces  a 
“  greafy  fcum ;  but  the  raw  brown  fugar,  though  of  a  very  dark  colour, 
‘‘  is  of  a  firm  grain  and  not  difagreeable.  The  inhabitants  ufe  a  liquid 
“  made  from  the  juice  of  grapes  with  which  they  fweeten  their  water 
“  and  rice.  They  have  alfo  comfits  of  lemon  peel  and  lime;  like- 
“  wife  ginger,  citrons  and  almonds,  chiefly  candied  and  preferved 
“  with  brown  fugar.  Provifions  were  fo  cheap  that  a  good  fheep 
coft  only  about  four  (hillings ;  they  have  cheefe  and  butter,  but 
‘‘  the  firfl:  is  very  bad,  and  the  laft  of  too  fweet  a  flavour.  There  is 
a  fmall  river  that  runs  into  the  fea,  by  which  they  carry  on  a 
“  trade  to  ghilan,  chiefly  confiding  of  raw  cotton,  callicoes,  and 
earthen  ware;  thefe  goods  are  brought  to  their  market  by  the  peafants 
“  on  afles  and  cows,  and  in  bad  weather  are  carried  the  fame  way  into 
“  ghilan,  but  in  fummer  they  are  conveyed  by  water  in  flat  bottomed 
veffels.  The  beach  of  the  fea  is  driven  up  in  this  place  to  a  great 
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‘‘  height;  and  behind  it  are  lakes  of  ftagnant,  brackidi  water,  and  marfhy 
“  woody  land.  The  farf  which  had  hindered  our  getting  off,  being 
“  now  abated,  we  launched  our  boat  from  the  ffore,  with  her  loading 
of  .frelh  water,  which  came  aboard  very  feafonably.  After  our  return 
“  from  MESCHEDizAR  we  difcovered  finicanar,  another  fmall  village 
near  the  fea  fide  ;  here  we  put  alliore,  and  filled  our  calks  with  excel- 
lent  water,  having  firfl:  produced  the  certificate  which  mahommed 
“  KHAN  had  given  us,  to  which  the  villagers  paid  fo  much  regard,  as  to 
“  refufe  the  money  we  offered  them  for  their  afiiftance.  This  village 
“  is  fituated  in  the  midft  of  a  wood,  on  a  little  river  which  former- 
“  ly  difcharged  itfelf  into  the  fea,  but  now  the  mouth  of  it  is  fiop- 
“  ped  up ;  upon  which  occafion  they  tell  a  remarkable  fiory.  About 
“  eight  years  ago  a  great  party  of  Russian  and  Turkoman  pirates  hav- 
.  “  ing  fiolen  a  large  veflel  from  the  entrance  of  the  Volga,  put  into 
“  this  river  with  a  defign  to  plunder  all  the  villages  upon  it.  They  had 
with  them  fix  pieces  of  fmall  cannon,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
‘‘  ammunition,  intending  to  fortify  themfelves  here,  and  eftablifli  a  ren- 
dezvous.  The  inhabitants  having  fufpicion  of  their  intentions,  abandon- 
“  ed  FINICANAR,  and  alarming  their  neighbours  came  down  undifcovered, 
and  filled  up  the  mouth  of  the  river  with  trees  and  fand;  men,  wo- 
“  men  and  children  exerting  themfelves  in  this  common  danger.  The 
“  pirates  were  plundering  at  difcretion,  fearlefs  of  furprize;  when  the  per- 
“  SIAN  peafants  muftering  all  their  firength  attacked  them :  fome  of  the 
“  pirates  were  killed,  others  taken,  and  the  reft  made  the  beft  of  their  way 
down  the  river,  expecting  to  recover  their  veffel;  but  they  foon  found 
“  their  miftake,  and  nothing  remained  but  to  furrender  themfelves.  The 
‘‘  RUSSIANS  were  pardoned  upon  entering  into  the  Persian  'fervice  ;  but 
“  the  TURKUMANS,  being  old  offenders,  were  cut  to  pieces.  The  veffel 
‘‘  ftill  lies  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  the  dam  is  become  a  firm 
“  beach,  which  defends  the  brave  cottagers  from  the  like  invafion,  tho* 
“  it  has  ruined  their  river.  ' 
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CHAP.  XXIIL 

Captain  woodroofe’^  journal  continued^  from  July  1742  to  June  1743, 
with  the  fever  al  remarkable  occurrences  tilLhis  voyage  to  balkhan. 

“  /  I" ’HE  5th  of  July  we  departed  from  finicanar  for  ghilan,  but 
i  our  voyage  was  much  retarded  by  light  wefterly  breezes,  and  a 
“  flrong  current’.  We  found  the  foundings  along  the  coaft  very  gradual 
‘‘  and  regular.  The  wind  continuing  contrary  we  put  into  langarood 
“  bay.  In  a  cove  to  the  weftward  we  difcovered  a  velTel  at  anchor;  up- 
“  on  which  we  ran  into  feven  fathom  water,  came  to  an  anchor,  and  dif- 
“  patched  our  letters  to  reshd. 

The  13th.  A  light  breeze 'fpringing  up  at  eaft  fouth  eaft,  we 
weighed,  and  the  next  day  came  to  an  anchor  in  enzellee  road.  A 
“  fcant  of  water  on  the  bar  obliged  us  to  unload  our  cargo,  which  was 
“  carried  to  peribazar  in  Persian  boats,  and  from  thence  by  land  to 
‘‘  RESHD.  There  is  a  river  runnlngTrom  peribazar  to  reshd,  but  it  is 
“  fo  drained  by  the  multiplicity  of  channels  to  convey  water  to  their  rice 
“  grounds,  as  renders  it  unnavigable.  This  is  an  open  road,*"  intirely  expofed 
“  to  the  north.  The  winds  being  light  and  veerable  favoured  us  very  much, 
“  but  a  hollow  northern  fwell,  .with  a  ftrong  eaftern  current,  rendered  it 
“  both  difagreeable  and  dangerous.  The  inlet  from  enzellee  road  to  en- 
“  zellee  y  for  a  mile  and  half  has  the  appearance  of  a  river,  but  afterwards 
it  opens  into  a  lake  of  about  three  leagues  extent,  where  the  Russian  vef- 
fels  lay ;  and  from  whence  a  narrow  river  runs  about  two  miles  further 
to. PERIBAZAR  *.  the  courfc  acrofs  the  lake  is  fouth  eaft  by  fouth  half 
“  Touth.  The  28th.  Our  cargo  being  all  landed,  we  were  taken  into 
“  the  fervice  of  the  Persian  government  to  carry  rice  to  derbend  for 
“  the  army,  where  the  shah  was  then  in  perfon,  endeavouring  to  re- 
duce  the  lesgee  tartars.  ' 

“  While  we  were  taking  in  our  lading  from  the  magazine  at  peri- 
“  BAZAR,  I  made  fome  obfervations  on  the  Persian  manner  of  fhip  build- 

y  A  fmali  village  on  the  weft  point  of  the  land. 

“  ing. 
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“  ing.  The  major  part  of  their  vefTels  are  built  by  Russian  deferters,  who 
“  meet  with  encouragement  from  the  Persians.  They  are  made  of  elm, 
“  which  abounds  in  this  province ;  their  fails  are  of  cotton,  their  cables 
“  of  flax,  and  fome,  of  the  bark  of  trees.  In  fair  weather  they  hoifl:  a 
“  large  fquare  fail,  two  parts  laced  together ;  and  when  it  blows  a  little 
they  come  to  anchor  clofe  to  Ihore,  not  chufing  to  be  farther  out  than 
“  two  fathoms  water.  If  it  blows  hard  they  let  their  veflTel  run  with 
“  her  broad  flde  afhore,  and  endeavour  to  keep  her  there  moor’d  by  the 
“  flumps  of  trees,  which  are  found  in  abundance  on  this  coaft.  In  order 
“  to  heave  them  off  again,  they  carry  fpars,  but  they  are  often  obliged 
“  to  unload  them,  and  are  frequently  wrecked.  To  fupply  their  want 
“  of  anchors,  they  ufe  crooked  pieces  of  iron,  with  flones  tied  to  them. 
“  There  are  fome  larger  vefTels  built  after  the,  antient  manner,  of  30 
“  or  40  tuns,  which  are  called  fandallss  their  beams  are  dovetail’d  through 
the  fide  in  tiers,  and  a  row  in  every  three  feet;  by  which  means  thefe 
“  vefTels  are  divided  into  partitions,  which  are  made  tight,  fo  as  to  con- 
“  fine  any  leak,  and  prevent  its  communication  with  the  reft  of  the  fhip. 
“  They  are  moftly  caulked  with  cotton,  the  inlide  as  well  as  the  out;  the 
“  feams  are  filled  as  full  as  poflible  when  they  are  firft  built;  and  to  fe- 
“  cure  them  the  more  efTedlually,  they  cover  them  with  canvafs  well  tar- 
“  red,  and  lay  battins  over  it  every  three  or  four  inches,  ftapling  them 
‘‘  faft  with  a  kind  of  crooked  nail.  This  method  keeps  them  dry  dur- 

“  ing  four  or  five  years,  after  which  they  are  generally  broke  up  as  ufelefs. 
“  Their  kirjiems  ^  are  in  the  greateft  ufe  and  efteem,  though  they  fel- 
dom  venture  with  any  of  them  farther  than  meschedizar  for  raw  cot- 
ton,  oats,  and  earthen  ware;  or  weft  ward  to  baku,  where  they  carry 
“  rice,  and  return  with  rock  fait,  faffron,  and  naptha. 

“  Auguft  the  29th.  The  Russian  conful  at  reshd  appeared  very  jea- 
lous,  and  obliged  our  Russian  Teamen  to  fign  papers  without  their 

y  Small  boats  fo  called. 
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“  knowing  the  contents.  This  morning  when  we  weighed  for  derbend, 
“  we  faw  a  Russian  veffel  branded.  We  arrived  there  in  12  days,  but 
“  a  great  furf  on  the  beach  detained  us  on  board  till  the  i4thofSep- 
tember  ;  we  then  went  on  fhore  to  make  a  report  of  our  cargo,  and  were 
“  ordered  by'uussEiN  ali  beg  the  chief  receiver  of  provilions,  to  take 
“  all  favourable  opportunities  to  land  it.  The  Russian  and  Armenian 
merchants  were  much  offended  at  our  fhips  being  employed  by  the 
PERSIANS,  as  it  interfered  with  their  intereft;  and  the  conful  threatened 
“  to  complain  of  our  condudl  to  the  court  of  Russia. 

“  September  the  17th.  The  furf  on  the  beach  decreafing,  I  went  on 
“  fhore  in  fearch  of  a  proper  place  to  land  the  cargo.  The  receiver 
‘‘  HUSSEIN  ALI  BEG,  With  the  RUSSIAN  fecixtary,  the  interpreter,  and  fe- 
“  veral  perfons  of  diftindlion  on  horfeback,  were  juft  then  arrived  at  the 
“  water  fide.  A  running  footman  approached,  and  made  figns  to  me  to 
“  come  to  his  mafter.  I  imagined  he  had  fome  orders  to  communicate 
“  with  relation  to  our  lading,  but,  to  my  infinite  furprize,  I  no  fooner 
“  drew  near  than  they  began  to  beat  me  with  fticks  in  a  moft  unmerci- 
“  ful  manner,  without  alledging  the  leaft  reafon  for  fuch  behaviour.  Af- 
“  ter  they  had  knocked  me  down  upon  the  beach,  a  fellow  fat  on  my 
head,  fqueezing  my  face  into  the  fand,  fo  that  I  was  almoft  fuffocated, 
‘‘  whilft  two  men  continued  to  beat  me  on  the  back,  till  I  was  quite 
“  deprived  of  fenfe  and  motion.  They  then  fuffered  one  of  our  men  to 
“  carry  me  off,  not  without  two  or  three  violent  blows  on  the  head, 
“  whicli  brought  on  a  great  effufion  of  blood.  After  this  a£l  of  barba- 
“  rlty,  it  was  obferved  that  the  Russian  interpreter  made  a  low  bow  to 
“  the  receiver,  who  being  now  informed  that  I  was  not  a  Russian  fub- 
je<ft,  and  confeious  of  his  temerity,  rode  down  to  our  boat  and  begged 
“  pardon  for  the  injury  he  had  done  me.  I  was  carried  on  board  fpitting 
“  blood,  and  remained  tv/o  months  incapable  of  difeharging  my  duty. 
‘‘  Captain  elton  who  now  commanded  the  ftiip,  difpatched  his  inter- 
preter  to  the  camp,  to  follicit  his  own  affairs,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
complain  of  my  ill  ufage. 


««  Septem- 
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“  September  the  3cth.  Having  difcharged  our  cargo  we  failed  for  lan- 
GARooD  road,  which  we  reached  in  nine  days,  and  began  to  load  a- 
“  gain  with  rice  for  derbend.  After  (hipping  our  fecond  cargo,  and  being 
‘‘  tolerably  recovered  of  my  bruifes,  I  went  to  rudizar,  a  village  a- 
bout  14  miles  from  langarood  cove,  in  order  to  vidual  the  fliip  for 
“  her  voyage.  Here  we  met  with  very  civil  treatment,  but  whether  it 
“  was  becaufe  we  were  chriftians,  or  for  fome  other  reafon,  they  would  ^ 
“  not  admit  us  into  their  houfes,  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  deep  in  the 
market  place;  however  they  dreft  vidtuals  for  us,  and  in  all  other  re- 
“  fpeds  were  very  obliging.  In  the  evening  we  heard  the  found  of  mu- 
“  fic,  the  occafion  of  which  was  a  wedding.  The  bride,  the  eldeft  of 
“  the  couple,  was  but  twelve  years  old,  being  married  thus  prematurely/ 
“  to  prevent  her  being  taken  away  without  marriage. 

“  December  the  yth.  After  a  very  bad  palfage,  in  which  we  loft  our  ' 
‘‘  beft  bower  anchor,  we  arrived  once  more  in  derbend  road.  A  great 
“  furf  on  the  beach  detained  us  three  nights  on  fhore,  where  we  found 
“  every  thing  very  naked  and  uncomfortable;  The  houfes  were  with- 
“  out  beds  or  furniture,  and  fuel  was  fo  fcarce  as  to  be  fold  for  the 
“  value  of  three  pence  the  pound.  Here  we  found  captain  elton’s 
“  interpreter  returned  from  the  camp  of  nadir  shah,  who  was  about 
ten  leagues  to  the  north  of  this  place.  He  had  reprefented  my  ill 
“  treatment  to  ali  kouli  khan  the  king’s  nephew,  who  together  with 
MUSTAPHA  KHAN,  the  ncxt  ill  precedence,  made  a  report  of  the^af- 
“  fair  to  the  shah,  Hussein  ali  beg  was  immediately  fent  for  from 
“  derbend,  and  deprived  not  only  of  his  poft,  but  likewife  of  all  his 
eftedls,  even  to  his  cloaths;  and  he  received  moreover  at  the  picquet 
300  blows  on  his  feet  and  back :  in  this  deep  difgrace  he  was  ordered 
“  to  return  to  DERBEND.  Here  he  came  to  me,  and  throwing  himfelf 
“  on  his  knees,  begged  I  would  ceafe  from  complaining,  and  as  he  had 
nothing  left  but  his  life,  that  I  would  not  purfue  him  to  deftruc- 
“  tion.  He-' confefled  that  he  was  fatally  mified  by  the  Russian  fe- 
cretary, 'who  under  pretence  of  my  being  a  fubjedl  of  Russia,  and  of 
“  having  committed  an<‘olfence,  had  defired  him  to  treat  me  in  that  cruel 

“  man- 
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manner.  This  excufe  induced  ah  kouli  khan  to  fave  his  life,  arid 
“  in  a  great  meafure  turned  the  edge  of  my  refentment  againft  thofe  ex- 
‘‘  ecrable  wretches  who  had  been  the  caufe  of  his  committing  fuch  an 
a6t  of  inhumanity. 

‘‘  The  fucceffor  of  hussein  ali  beg  was  AG  a  nabie,  a  courteous 
perfon,  who,  either  through  refped  or  fear,  fhewed  himfelf  very  in- 
duflrious  in  his  new  employment,  and  ready  to  give  us  all  the  affift- 
ance  in  his  power.  Before  we  could  land  our  cargo,  a  hard  gale  of 
“  wind  came  on  at  north  north  eaft,  which  foon  broke  our  fheet  anchor 
“  and  drove  us  near  the  ihore :  in  this  extremity  we  were  afraid  to  trufl 
“  our  all  to  the  only  anchor  we  had  left,  but  cutting  the  fheet  cable  at 
“  the  windlefs,  with  great  difficulty  we  wore  the  ffiip  with  the  forefail  and 
foreftayfail,  and  cleared  the  breakers..  We  then  ftretched  off  to  fea, 
‘‘  with  a  double  reePd  mainfail,  which  foon  fplit^  but  having  a-pretty  good 
“  offing  we  furled  the  forefail,  and  lay  to  under  a  mainftayfail.  In  two 
“  days  the  gale  abated,  and  the  wind  coming  round  to  the  fouthward, 
“  we  returned  to  an  anchor  in  the  road.  In  our  abfence  two  Russian 
^  veffels  were  flranded.  Not  liking  fo  precarious  a  fituation,  we  imme- 
diately  loaded  our  long-boat  with  rice  ;  but  unfortunately  the  water  be- 
**  ing  lower  than  ufual,  the  boat  deep  laden,  and  the  fea  running  high, 
“  fhe  ftruck  againft  a  rock  that  lay  under  water,  and  ftarted  one  of  her 
bottom  planks.  With  great  difficulty  ,  by  the  help  of  near  loo  per- 
siANS  and  Russians  we  got  out  the  rice,  and  hauled  her  up  on  fhore. 
“  In  the  interim  the  interpreter  returned  from  the  camp,  and  informed 
us  that  captain  elton  had  received  fingular  honours  from  nadir  shah. 
About  midnight  we  were  attacked  by  a  gang  of  lesgee  robbers  3  but 
by  the  help  of  our  arms,  we  repulfed  them  without  any  lofs.  The  next 
night  thefe  villains  made  a  fecond  attack  upon  our  tents,  in  hopes  of 
the  booty  they  had  before  miffed.  One  of  our  Russian  failors  up- 
“  on  watch  called  to  them  in  the  Turkish  language,-  and  receiving 
“  no  anfwer,  fired  at  them  j  the  reft  of  our  people  flying  to  their  arms, 
a  fkirmifh  enfued,  but  no  lofs  was  fuftained  on  our  fide.  Thefe  were 
roving  tartars,  who  had  left  their  horfes  on  the  outfide  of  the  north 

“  wall. 
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wall,  and  crept  through  a  hole  under  the  baflions.  The  next  day 
“  we  traced  them  by  their  blood  along  the  fnow  to  a  confiderable  dif- 
“  tance.  To  prevent  any  .future  attack,  -we  acquainted  the  governor  of 
“  what  had  befallen  ^us,  -whoipromifed  to  order  a  patrol  of  fifty  horfe  to 
guard. the  walls  during  our  continuance  in  that  place. 

“  January  the  15th  1743.  Captain  elton  returned  from  the  camp.' 
metamorphofed  into  a  compleat  Persian,  being  drefled  in  a  coat  of  ho- 
“  nour,  a  falh,  and  a  cap,  which  were  .prefented  him  by  the  shah.  In  his 
turbant  he  wore  a  fmall  roll  of  paper  containing  the  decree,  in  which 
“  the  honours  granted  him  were  exprefied  j  it  being  the  Persian  cuflom 
“  to  wear  the  marks  of ,  the  prince’s  favour  in  the  moft;  confpicuous  man- 
“  ner.  Mr.  elton  alfo  received  a  prefent  of  five  hundred  crowns,  and 
“  his  interpreter  one  hundred.  As  a  farther  proof  of  this  monarch’s 
“  good  will  towards  us,  a  fevere  piece  of  juflice  was  executed  on  hussein 
“  ALi  BEG :  he  was  brought  to  the  water-fide,  where  his  noifrils  were  flit, 
and  his  ears  cut  oflFj  in  this  condition  he  was  ordered  to  watch  under. 
“  the  gallows  near  the  fhore,  as  long  as  we  fhould  continue  there. 

“  The  RUSSIAN  fecretary  was  likewife  mortified,  by  being  obliged  to 
“  afk  pardon  for  his  cruelty.  Accordingly  he  difpatched  his  fervant  with  a 
‘‘  prefent  of  fruit  and  wine  for  captain  elton  5  and  at  the  fame  time  de- 
“  fired  to  be  permitted  to  come  on  board  to  beg  forgivenefs  for  the  injuries 
“  he  had  done  us :  But  we  faved  him  the  trouble  by  weighing  anchor 
“  before  the  mellenger  could  return. 

“  February  the  iff.  We  weighed  for  baku,  and  a  hard  gale  coming 
“  on,  we  loft  our  yawl  from  the  ftern.  The  6th.  We  haul’d  round  ze-  - 
“  Loi  ifland  for  baku  bay :  but  the  nights  being  dark,  and  the  wind 
“  blowing  directly  off  fhore,  we  were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor  in  9 
“  fafhom  water,  within  two  miles  of  the  fhore,  and  yet  could  not  difcern 
“  the  land,  the  weather  being  hazy.  Hard  gales  of  north  eafterly  winds 
“  drove  us  into  45  fathoms  water,  where  agreatfea  obliged  us  to  cut  a- 
“  way  the  cable  at  the  windlefs  before  we  could  wear  the  fliip :  then  we' 
“  bore  away  for  langaroqd,  and  happily  weathered  out  the  florm. 

“  The 
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“  The  1 2th.  We  anchored  in  langarood  road,  where  we  lay  three 

‘‘  days  without  the  bar  in  no  fmall  danger  j  w^hen  a  favourable  wind  and 

“  fmooth  water  gave  us  an  opportunity  of  running  into  the  cove.  Here  we 

were  to  refit  againfi;  the  fpring,  in  order  to  carry  filk  from  reshd  to 

“  ASTRACHAN.  In  the  mean  while  I  furveyed  langarood  cove  and 

“  river,  and  the  coaft  to  the  northward  as  far  as  the  river  sefiet  rood, 

‘‘  along  the  bottom  of  the  bay. 

“  March  the  25th,  We  left  this  place,  but  did  not  reach  yerkie  road  till 
the  1 8th  of  April ;  our  paffage  having  been  obftruifted  by  a  great  drift 
“  of  ice  on  the  Russian  coafi:.  Here  we  performed  14  days  quarantain,  and 
“  then  failed  up'  to  astrachan,  where  we  faluted  the  governor  with 
“  feven  guns.  Whilfi;  I  had  been  refitting  at  langarood,  captain  el- 
“  TON  went  to  mazanderan  accompanied  by  a  Persian  officer.  At 
thefr  return  they  took  my  fhip  carpenter  and  detained  him  on  fhore  j  a 
“  circumftance  which  excited  the  jealoufy'of  the  Russians.  I  delivered 
a  prefent  to  the  governor  confifling  of  oranges  and  lemons,  with  feveral 
forts  of  dried  fruit,  and  6  karboys  ^  of  Isfahan  wine;  all  v.^hich 
were  immediately  difpatched  to  court.  I  received  orders  to  careen  my 
“  fliip,  and  forthwith  to  return  to  ghilan  with  the  English  goods 
“  which  were  arrived  here.  The  3ifi;  of  May  we  weighed  anchor  and 
‘‘  on  the  17th  of  June  arrived  in  enzelle  road,  where  we  unloaded  our 
‘‘  cargo.  Here  I  found  captain  elton,  who  acquainted  me  that  the 
“  SHAH  had  ordered  a  fiirvey  of  the  fouth  eafl  parts  of  the  Caspian 
‘“fea.’’ 

The  furvey  here  alluded  to  by  captain  woodroofe  was  the  difcovery 
of  balkhan,  of  which  I  have  already  acquainted  my  reader.  I  fhall  now 
proceed  to  give  fome  account  concerning  the  Caspian  feain  general,  part¬ 
ly  from  my  own  obfervation,  and  partly  from  the  relation  of  others  who 
liad  the  fame  opportunity  as  my  felf,  and  were  more  accurate  judges  in 
regard  to  this  matter. 

y  A  PERSIAN  meafure. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXIV.. 

An  account  of  the  rifmg  and  falling  of  the  caspiam  fea. 

WHEN  the  RUSSIANS  firfl  navigated  the  Caspian,  which  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  about  the  year  1556,  they  found  only  5  feet 
water  for  near  9  leagues  to  the  fouth  and  fouth  eafl;  of  ciietirie  bogorie. 
Peter  the  great  in  his  expedition  againft  Persia  in  1722,  in  the  fame 
diftance  found  only  6  feet  water,  .fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  fend  his  fleet 
of  fmall  veffels  to  fome  diftance  to  take  in  their  flores.  Near  chetirie 
bogorie  there  is  now  12  foot  water;  here  it  begins  to  be  fait,  as  in  the 
body  of  the  fea,  and  not  frefli  as  fome  have  imagined.  I  never  could 
difcover  that  this  fea  abounds  in  flfli ;  though  captain  v/oodroofe  men¬ 
tions  that  he  had  feen  a  few  fturgeons  off  the  ifland  toleena.  As  to 
what  is  recorded  in  ancient  jflory  concerning  the  monftrous  fifh  of  the 
CASPIAN,  I  imagine  it  to  be  fabulous.  The  Volga  and  the  yaeik  in¬ 
deed  are  well  known  to  be  immenfely  rich  in  fifli ;  and  it  is  faid  that  there 
is  great  plenty  of  herrings,  falmon,  and  flurgeon  in  kislar  river  and 
the  KURA. 

At  fome  difliance  from  the  fliore  we  in  vain  endeavoured  to  And  a  bot¬ 
tom  with  a  line  of  450  fathoms.  The  water  has  rifen  within  30  years 
very  conflderably,  and  made  great  inroads  on  the  Russian  flde  for  about 
20  werfts  between  the  mouth  of  the  Volga  and  astraciian,  both  on 
the  eafl:  and  weft  flde  of  the  great  channel  of  this  river.  This  has  ren¬ 
dered  the  adjacent  country  extremely  marfhy.  Nor  has  this  fea  been  more 
indulgent  to  the  Persians,  for  it  is  confidently  faid  that  in  the  beginning 
of  this  century  the  land  for  about  8  English  miles  on  the  fide  of  lan- 
GAROOD  river  was  dry,  and  well  inhabited.  This  I  the  more  readily  believe, 
as  the  tops  of  fome  houfes  are  yet  feen  where  the  water  is  feveral  feet  deep. 
The  fame  thing  is  reported  of  astrab ad,  where  the  inhabitants  affirm  that 
within  thefe  50  years  the  bay  v/as  fordable  by  affes,  and  now  there  is  two’ 
fathom  water.  Captain  wooroofe  heard  the  fame  alfo  at  balchan,  fo 
VoL.  I.  U  that 
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that  it  is  no  ways  to  be  doubted  that  the  great  rivers  volga,  yaeick, 
lAMBA,  SAMBUR,  KURA,  SEFiET  ROOD,  and  Others  of  lefs  note  have 
emptied  immenfe  quantities  of  water,  which  the  fun  has  not  exhaled  :  and 
.this  alarms  the  inhabitants  round  the  coaft. 

The  RUSSIANS  affirm  that  in  the  lake  karaboogaskoy  to  the  north- 
>^ward  of  balkhan,  there  is  a  fubterraneous  paffage,  which  hasTucked  in 
tlie  boats  that  attempted  the  difcovery  j  but  this  account  is  flatly  de¬ 
nied  by  the  ogurtjoy  iflanders,  who  ferved  captain  woodroofe  as 
pilots,  and  affured  him  that  the  deepefl:  part  is  but  8  fathoms.  The  lake 
is  almoft  round,  and  near  8  leagues  over,  and  as  it  abounds  with  excel¬ 
lent  fiffi,  they  conftantly  keep  two  boats  employed,  fo  that  they  may 
well  be  fuppofed  to  know  every  part  of  it. 

I 

There  is  a  tradition  that  the  waters  of  the  Caspian  rife  for  30  years, 
and  for  the  fucceeding  30  fall  off  again  j  but  neither  can  this  account  be 
•reconciled.  It  feems  to  me  that  the  fame  law  of  nature,  which  every 
where  elfe  produces  a  continual  change  of  this  part  of  matter,  by  exhal¬ 
ing  it  in  vapours,  which  form  rain,  hail,  and  fnow,  not  only  to  refreffi 
the  earth,  but  to  fupply  the  fprings  of  rivers,  mull  difpofe  of  thefe  wa¬ 
ters  here  in  the  fame  manner.  It  feems  likewife  that  as  this  mediter¬ 
ranean  lake  is  the  grand  refervoir  of  the  vafl;  rivers,  mountains,  and  tracks 
of  land  by  which  it  is  furrounded,  it  is  alfo  the  refervoir  from  which  thefe 
tradls  are  watered  j  and  from  whence  the  rivers  that  fall  into  it  are  fup- 
plied.  Dodlor  halley,  I  am  told,  has  proved  by  very  nice  experiments 
.and  calculation?,  that  the  vapour  arifing  from  the  fea  is  more  than  fuffi- 
cient  to  fupply  all  the  rivers  that  flow  into  it.  And  it  is  not,  I  think, 
improbable,  that  the  reafon  why  the  waters  of  the  Caspian  are  rifen 
higher  now  than  in  the  time  of  peter  the  great,  is,  that  there  have  been 
■more  moderate  fummers  fince  his  time  tlian  before  j  by  which  means  a 
lefs  qu2fntity  of  water  has  been  exhaled. 

*  There  are  a  great  number  of  rivers  and  rivulets  which  run  into  this 
fea,  that  are  not  laid  down  in  the  map  (chap.  XX.)  and  alfo  many  towns 

and 
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and  villages,  particularly  on  the  weftern  coaft,  which  are  likewife  not 
mentioned,  being  thought  immaterial ;  and  the  more  fo  as  the  land-chart 
of  the  coaft  of  the  Caspian,  which  is  introduced  in  the  beginning  of  the 
fecond  volume  contains,  a  more  exad:  account  of  them,  according  to  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  country,  tlian  perhaps  any  map  extant,  as  I  lhall 
have  occalion  to  mention  more  fully  hereafter. 


(  158  ) 


PART  II.  , 

The  author’s  VOYAGE  from  astrachan 

to  perrsia; 

WITH  ' 

The  SEVERAL  ADVENTURES  that  befel  him  during 

his  ftay  in  that  country. 

C  H  A.R  XXV. 

^he  author  s  voyage  from  astrachan  to  Persia.  His  arrival  at  lan- 
GARooD.  Remarks  on  building  foips  on  the  Caspian.  He  continues 
his  voyage  to  astrabad  bay^  with  an  intent  to  proceed  to  mesched  5 
ajtd  writes  to  Mr,  el  ton  to  dijfuade  him  from  his  military  efiterprizes. 

IT  is  now  time  to  refume  my  own  narration,  which  captain  wood- 
roofe’s  journal,  and  the  account  of  the  Caspian,  have  fo  long  inter¬ 
rupted.  The  loth  of  November  1743.  The  100  bales  of  raw  filk  were 
now  fent  up  the  volga  from  yerkie  to  astrachan  and  I  impatiently 
.expected  the  arrival  of  my  European  caravan,  which  accordingly  was 
brought  aboard  on  the  12th.  The  carriers  had  been  fo  infolent,  under 
the  direcftion  of  a  man  not  much  higher  in  rank  than  themfelves,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  procure  fome  cossacks  to  attend  him  to  zaritzen. 
The  meafures  I  had  happily  purfued  to  bring  this  caravan  in  time  for' the 
feafon,  proved  efFe<ffual,  whilft  the  other  which  I  mentioned  to  have  fet 
out  a  week  earlier,  was  frozen  up  in  the  volga,  and  not  brought  to 
market  till  the  next  fpring. 

The  governor  of  astrachan  being  alarmed  at  el  ton’s  proceedings, 
and  finding  that  this  new  trade  began  to  grow  offenfive  to  his  court, 
thought  proper  to  put  captain  woodroofe’s  fhip  under  the  fame  reftric- 
tions  as  thofe  of  the  Russian  merchants.  In  order  to  prevent  jealoufy,  and 

com- 
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comply  with  the  Russian  regulations  we  had  already  given  an  account 
in  ASTRACHAN  of  all  the  fhip’s  ftores^  arid  there  only  we  thought  our- 
felves  accountable  :  but  it  was  now  demanded  of  me  to  give  alfo  an  ac¬ 
count  of  thofe  {lores  to  the  conful  in  ghilan,  and  likewife  a  written 
obligation,  that  no  British  feaman  fliould  go  into  the  shah’s  fervice, 
or  give  any  inflrudlions  to  his  fubjedts.  By  this  means  we  iliould  be  li¬ 
able  to  be  arreiled  at  the  pleafure  of  a  Russian  conful,  though  out  of 
the  RUSSIAN  dominions.  But  as  things  were  thus  circumllanced,  and 
an  order  had  been  fent  down  to  yerkie  not  to  fuffer  the  ihip  to  depart 
without  this  obligation  from  me  j  I  refolved  to  fign  it :  which  I  did 
however  in  the  following  terms.  “  With  a  proteft  that  I  will  not  be  ac- 
“  countable  either  in  my  perfon  or  ellate,  any  longer  than  I  fhall  volun- 
‘‘  tarily  remain  in  Persia,  or  at  astrachan;  and  no  further  than  is  con- 
“  fiflent  with  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  fubfi  fling  between 
“  the  crowns  of  great  Britain  and  Russia;  becaufe  I  conceive  from 
“  the  contents  of  the  faid  treaty,  that  I  am  not  fubjedl  or  accountable  to 
“  any  Russian  conful  or  minifler,  in  any  place  out  of  the  dominions  of 
‘‘  her  imperial  majefty.” 

I  had  no  conception  how  we  could  carry  on  a  trade  under  fuch  con¬ 
ditions.  It  was  indeed  our  duty  as  merchants,  to  fupport  a  good  under- 
flanding  with  the  Russians  in  Persia,  as  far  as  confiflerit  with  the 
freedom  effential  to  the  fupport  of  our  own  interefl ;  but  beyond  this  was 
in  effect  to  give  up  our  commerce.  The  Russians  about  ten  years  before 
had  evacuated  ghilan,  and  as  they  were  the  only  navigators  of  the  Cas¬ 
pian,  their  merchants  were  jealous  of  our  enjoying  any  privileges  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  RUSSIAN  jurifdiclion  :  belides,  they  had  acquired  great  in¬ 
fluence  in  GHILAN  during  the  confufed  flate  of  affairs  under  nadir’s 
ufurpation ;  fo  that  upon  the  whole  it  appeared  very  plain  to  me,  that 
the  BRITISH  CASPIAN  trade  in  general  was  entirely  again  ft  the  inclinations 
of  the  RUSSIANS. 

’  Matters  being  thus  accommodated  with  the  governor  of  astrachan, 

I  only  waited  for  a  fair  wind,  which  I  was  the  more  anxious  about,  fear¬ 
ing  that  fome  frefli  difficulty  might  arife  from  the  alarms  which  elton’s 

under- 
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undertaking  had  given  in  Russia.  For  though  I  covered  over  the  wound 
for  the  prefent,  yet  it  was  not  poffible  for  me  to  heal  it  5  efpecially  as  it 
broke  out  afrefh  upon  every  little  incident. 

The  19th  of  November.  After  fo  many  days  expedation  I  concluded 
that  the  wind  and  water  would  favour  us  at  laft ;  but  I  had  not  enter- 
tained  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  being  arrefted  by  the  winter.  We  had  in- 
celTant  cold  winds  for  feveral  days  from  the  north  weft,  to  fuch  a  degree 
that  we  were  at  length  frozen  up.  This  was  a  fevere  ftroke  which  I  was 
notprepared  for,  but  there  was  no  remedy  :  I  turned  my  thoughts  there¬ 
fore  how  to  adl,  fuppoftng  my  voyage  had  been  prevented  5  for  the  maf- 
ter  of  the  ftiip  faid  it  was  very  uncertain  whether  we  fliould  be  able  to 
get  away  that  year^  but  the  next  day,  to  my  great  joy,  the  ice  broke  up 
by  the  riling  of  the  water,  which  at  the  fame  time  brought  a  depth  of  9 
feet  on  the  bar. 

The  2 2d.  We  got  out  to  fea  with  a  fair  wind  ;  The  29th  we  were  be¬ 
calmed  about  ten  leagues  from  the  fouth  weft  bottom.  The  ftupendous 
mountains  which  appeared  from  thence  ftruck  me  with  great  furprize  j 
for  although  they  were  at  a  great  diftance,  yet  their  magnitude  far  exceed¬ 
ed  any  thing  I  had  ever  feen  in  Europe. 

The  3d  of  December  I  arrived  in  langarood  bay.  The  mafter  of 
the  Ihip  informed  me  that  Mr.  el  ton  was  removed  from  reshd  to  lan¬ 
garood,  to  attend  the  maritime  affairs  in  which  he  had  engaged  him- 
felf.  I  fent  to  acquaint  him  of  my  arrival }  upon  which  he  came  on 
board,  and  conducting  me  a  Ihore,  gave  me  as  polite  a  reception  as  the 
jealoufy,  which  it  was  natural  for  him  to  entertain  of  me,  would  permit.  I 
delivered  to  him  a  pair  of  piftols  of  exquifite  workmanfhip,  mount¬ 
ed  with  gold,  and  fome  other  curious  things  which  he  had  wrote  for  at 
the  defire  of  ali  kouli  khan  the  shah’s  nephew :  he  was  follicitous 
of  cultivating  a  good  correfpondence  with  this  perfon,  apprehending  that 
he  would  be  one  day  king,  which  really  happened  four  years  afterwards. 

Mr.  elton’s  habitation  at  langarood  was  about  8  English  miles 
from  the  fhore,  in  the  midft  of  a  wood  furrounded  with  marfhes, 

'  where 
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where  the  roads  were  hardly  pradlicabie.  It  flood  near  the  foot  of  a  lof¬ 
ty  mountain  open  only  to  the  fea ;  this  intercepted  the  paflage  of  the  air, 
and  rendered  the  place  extremely  unwholfome.  As  ghilan^  is  generally 
efteemed  the  fink  of  Persia,  fo  langarood  is  confidered  as  the  fink 
of  GHiLAN.  But  as  this  was  the  rainy  feafon  of  the  year,  which  ren¬ 
dered  all  parts  equally  moift,  we  were  not  fenfible  of  any  particular  in-* 
convenience.  I  fpent  feven  days  with  this  gentleman,  during  which  in¬ 
terval  we  difcourfed  largely  in  relation  to  the  Caspian  trade.  We  had 
many  pleafant  defigns  for  the  improvement  of  it;  but  in  general  the  pro- 
fpe(51:  was  gloomy. 

NADIR  SHAH  had  for  fome  time  formed  a  defign  of  building  fhips  on 
the  CASPIAN;  to  this  he  was  induced  not  only  by  the  unfettled  ftate  of 
his  country,  but  alfo  by  a  particular  inclination  of  conquering  the  lesgee 
TARTARS,  thofe  brave  mountaineers  who  had  hitherto  withflood  the 
numerous  forces  of  Persia.  He  faw  plainly  that  it  would  be  impoffible 
to  fupport  an  army  in  that  quarter  without  a  foreign  fupply  of  provi- 
fions,  which  muft  neceffarily  be  brought  to  him  by  fea ;  and  he  could  not 
be  ignorant  of  the  inconfiflency  of  demanding  fhips  of  the  Russians, 
whofe  interefl  it  was  to  affift  rather  than  opprefs  the  lesgees,  their  moun- 
'  tains  being  fo  fecure  a  barrier  to  Russia.  The-TURKUMAN  tartars 
on  the  eaflern  coaft  had  by  frequent  incurfions  excited  the  shah’s  refent- 
ment ;  but  their  fandy  and  inhofpitable  country  could  be  attempted  only 
by  water.  The  ambition  of  fharing  the  trade  and  fovereignty  of  the  Cas¬ 
pian  might  alfo  be  a  concurring  inducement.  This  however  is  certain, 
that  by  his  ambaffadors  whom  he  had  fent  a  few  years  before  into  Rus¬ 
sia,  he  demanded  fhip-carpenters  of  that  court.  The  anfwer  was,  that 
the  emprefs  had  no  other  carpenters  than  foreigners,  who  had  contraded 
to  ferve  the  government  in  Russia,  fo  that  fhe  had  no  authority  to  fend 
them  to  any  other  country. 

Indeed  the  Persians  now  imagined,  that  Mr.  elton  did  not  really  in¬ 
tend  to  build  fhips,  but  only  to  amufe  the  shah  for  the  accomplifhment 


f  This  charafler  alludes  to  the  low  marftiy  parts  of  it. 
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of  fome  particular  defign.  But  el  ton  was  very  much  in  earneft,  and 
proved  himfelf  capable  of  furmounting  the  greateft  difficulties.  It  is  eafy 
to  conceive  that  the  Persians  already  groaning  under  oppreffions,  would 
be  extremely  reludant  in  fubmitting  to  an  additional  burthen  of  taxes 
*  in  regard  to  maritime  affairs,  of  which  they  were  intirely  ignorant.  The 
peafants  were  not  only  obliged  to  labour,  but  to  furniffi  materials.  Ma¬ 
ny  were  compelled  to  leave  the  cultivation  of  their  rice  and  tilk,  which 
was  familiar  to  them,  in  order  to  undertake  this  laborious  and  ungrateful 
’  employment.  This  induced  numbers  to  run  away  almoff  as  foon  as  they 
were  brought  to  the  new  fhip-yard  ;  to  which  they  were  the  more  tempt¬ 
ed,  as  the  indifcretion  of  feveral  of  the  Persian  officers  was  often  the 
occafion  of  their  being  left  without  provihons.  The  puniffiment  ordina¬ 
rily  inflicted  on  thefe  poor  wretches,  was  to  be  nailed  by  the  ear  to  the 
flern-poff  of  a  fhip,  and  after  they  had  flood  fome  hours,  a  motion  being 
made  at  them  with  a  battle-ax,  they  drew  back  their  heads,  and  tore 
open  the  wound. 

Mr.  ELTON  had  found  good  timber  in  ghilan  and  the  adjacent  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  but  the  badnefs  of  the  roads  made  it  hardly  pradlicable  to  bring 
it  to  the  fpot.  In  mazanderan  there  is  iron  ore ;  but  they  had  no 
anchor-fmiths,  fo  that  Mr.  el  ton  was  obliged  to  fiffi  for  the  anchors 
which  the  Russians  during  a  courfe  of  years  had  loft  on  the  coaft.  Sail¬ 
cloth  he  made  of  cotton,  and  cordage  of  flax ;  but  his  greateft  want  was 
that  of  carpenters.  He  had  indeed  colle<5led  a  few  Indians,  with  fome 
RUSSIAN  renegadoes,  and  had  one  English  fhip- carpenter,  whom  he 
had  inveigled  to  leave  captain  woodroofe’s  fliip.  Thus  he  contended 
with  numerous  and  almoft  infuperable  difficulties  5  but  he  had  a  fpirit  equal 
to  the  mod  arduous  enterprize. 

I  found  him  however  labouring  under  fome  anxious  thoughts'',  which, 
I  concluded,  arofe  from  his  circumftances  at  that  time.  I  expreffed  my 
fears  of  the  confequences  of  his  engagement  5  and  though  I  did  not  then 
enter  into  them  fo  deeply  as  afterwards ;  yet  I  pointed  out  many  capital 
inconveniences  which  I  apprehended. 


It 
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It  is  no  wonder  that  a  man  of  an  enterprizing  genius  fliould  expedl  to 
derive  honour  and  reputation  from  the  favour  of  a  prince :  and  it  is  a 
well  known  property  of  ambition  to  defpife  difficulties  in  purfuit  of  a 
favourite  objedl.  It  was  eafy  to  perceive  the  growing  joy  in  Mr.  elton's 
bread:;  but  whatever  he  might  imagine,  the  more  intelligent  Persians 
looked  on  themfelves  as  happy,  in  proportion  to  their  obfcurity  and  dif- 
tance  from  the  fovereign ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  they  rated  their  mife- 
ry  according  as  neceffity  obliged  them  to  feek  their  bread,  and  the  preca¬ 
rious  tenure  of  life,  under  a  tyrant  and  ufurper. 


The  accounts  of  travellers  are  full  of  the  ingratitude  and  difregard, 
which  the  Persian,  kings  have  always  fhewn  to  European  chriAians, 
whom  they  confider  as  idolaters  and  unclean.  To  depend  on  the 
fmiles  even  of  a  lawful  king  in  Persia,  is  a  fituation  by  no  means  de- 
firable ;  but  under  fo  oppreffive  an  ufurper  as  nadir,  mud  have  proved 
extremely  /  precarious.  I  wifhed  however,  for  Mr.  elton’s  fake, 
that  all  might  go  well ;  and  what  we  widi  we  are  fometimes  apt  to  be¬ 
lieve,  even  againd  general  experience.  I  was. the  more  eadly  deceived 
into  a  perfuafion  that  the  Russian  jealoufy  might  fubfide;  becaufe  Mr.  el- 
ton  reprefented  his  condudl  as  fubfervient  to  the  promotion  of  the  trade. 


The  reader  mud:  have  already  obferved,  that  one  great  inducement  to 
open  the  Caspian  trade,  was  the  hopes  of  ed:abliffiing  a  new  branch  from 
ASTRABAD  to  MESCHED,  from  wlicncc  Mr.  ELTON  conceived  it  practi¬ 
cable,  to  extend  it  to  the  northern  cities  of  the  mogul’s  empire.  It 
now  fell  to  my  lot  to  attempt  the  execution  of  this  dedgn.  I  had  brought 
with  me  the  value  of  5000 1.  in  woolen  goods,  for  which  I  found  there 
was  no  market  in  ghilan,  fo  that  my  prefence  there  would  be  of  little 
or  no  ufe.  My  curiodty  therefore,  which  indeed  was  one  dedgn  of  my 
journey,  induced  me  to  go  farther.  Though  Mr.  el  ton  had  already 
procured  the  shah’s  exprefs  decree,  ordering  that  fafe  conduCl  ffiould 
be  given  us  where-ever  we  might  happen  to  travel  within  his  dominions ; 
flill  I  was  fo  far  alarmed  by  the  vicinity  of  the  turkuman  tartars  to 
ASTRABAD,  that  I  did  not  chufe  to  venture  till  I  had  made  the  ffricted: 

VoL.  I.  ,  X  inquiry; 
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inquiry  5  the  refult  of  which  was  this,  that  the  countiy  was  full  of  fol- 
diers,  and  I  might  have  what  guard  I  pleafed  in  cafe  of  danger. 

The  tempefluous  weather  which  had  detained  me  for  fome  days  now 
abating  5  the  loth  of  December  I  took  my  leave  of  Mr.  elton,  and 
went  down  the  creek.  The  fliip  was  at  anchor  out  of  hght  of  land,  and 
the  wind  blew  veiy  fredi  j  we  had  but  a  crazy  boat  rowed  by  Persians, 
who  are  generally  as  unflcilful  as  timorous,  fo  that  it  was  with  reludtance 
I  ventured  to  fea  5  but  we  foon  got  fight  of  the  fhip,  and  happily  reach¬ 
ed  her. 

'  Immediately  we  weighed,  and  diredted  our  courfe  to  astrabad.  As 
we  fleered  eaflward  the  Iky  brightened,  and  the  air  became  gentle  and 
warm,  not  unlike  the  weather  there  is  fometimes  about  the  fame  latitude 
in  EUROPE,  fuch  as  the  Portuguese  call  St.  martin’s  fummer.  We 
were  four  days  in  fight  of  the  great  mountain  demoan,  which  is  faid 
to  be  30  leagues  within  land.  At  the  diflance  of  4  or  5  leagues  from 
the  fhore,  we  could  diflinguifh  it  very  plain  riling  in  form  of  a  pyramid. 
The  1 8th  of  December  we  arrived  in  astrabad  bay  %  into  which 
the  river  korgan  runs,  after  walking  the  banks  of  the  defert  of  turku- 
MANiA.  Here,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  Caspian,  the  fea  has  made  great 
inroads,  fo  that  in  many  places  the  trunks  and  whole  bodies  of  trees  lay 
on  the  fhore,  and  make  it  as  difficult  of  accefs,  as  its  appearance  is  wild 
jind  inbofpitable.  I  took  the  hrfl  opportunity  of  writing  to  Mr.  el¬ 
ton,  not  only  to  inform  him  of  my  fafe  arrival,  but  to  confirm  by  let¬ 
ter  the  fentiments  I  had  delivered  in  our  lafl  difcourfe. 

■f, 

Sir,  astr abad-bay,  December  1743. 

T  Have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you  of  my  having  proceeded  thus  far, 
X  in  confequence  of  the  affuranceyou  have  given  me  that  I  fliould  find 
“  all  neceflary  affiflance  in  the  execution  of  our  defign.  I  have  inquired 
of  the  people  what  kind  of  merchandize  have  ever  been  fent  by  this 
rout  to  mesched?  They  anfwer,  none;  their  caravans  from  hence 
being  compofed  only  of  devotees,  who  gotoworfhip  in  that  city.  Whe- 


*  Of  ten  called  kon  dag  osar  baj. 


ther 


^7  tan 


V  -T 


i 


•  } 


..'ll 


\l 


r 


/ 


Chap. XXVI.  DESCRIPTION  OF  ASRABAD  BAY.  165 

“  ther  the  pafTage  of  fuch  caravans  is  any  argument  for  the  fafety  of 
“  merchandize,  is  what  I  cannot  determine. 

“  I  would  fain  fay  fomething  to  you  on  the  painful  fubjedl  of  our 
“  trade  with  regard  to  Russia  j  but  you  underftand  it  fo  well,  and  have 
“  fo  juft  a  concern  for  the  intereft  of  your  country,  as  well  as  of  your 
“  employers,  that  I  think  it  unneceftary  to  intrude  any  repetition  of  what  I 
“  have  fo  earneftly  recommended.  It  is  an  objecft  of  no  fmall  confe- 
“  quence  to  preferve  the  favour  of  the  shah  ;  but  we  muft  not  buy  it  at 
“  fo  dear  a  rate  as  the  refentment  of  the  Russians.  For  all  the  oratory  in 
the  world  will  not  prevent  their  confidering  you  as  the  chief  inftrument 
“  of  the  shah’s  maritime  enterprize,  which,  in  whatever  light  it  may 
“  appear  to  us,  they  will  certainly  deem  injurious  to  their  intereft. 

“  You  know  very  well  what  written  obligations  were  required  of  me  in 
“  ASTRACHAN,  and  in  what  manner  I  was  obliged  to  comply  with  them; 
‘‘  otherwife  you  had  not  feen  this  fhip  again  on  the  Persian  coaft :  and 
“  now  I  muft  ftiow  all  poffible  regard  to  thofe  engagements.  It  is  my 
“  hearty  defire  to  reconcile  thefe  difficulties,  and  make  all  parties  eafy;  but 
“  to  this  purpofe  it  is  neceflary  you  fliould  a6t  with  me  in  concert.  I  am 
“  fincerely.  Sir, 

Your,  &c.” 


CHAP.  XXVI. 

^ke  author  arrives  at  astrabad  bay.  T^he  inhabitants  alarmed.^  taking  his 
JJnp  to  be  a  pirate.  An  account  of  astrabad  bay.  He  reaches  astka- 
BAD  with  his  caravan, 

OU  R  fhip  was  now  anchored  in  three  fathom  water,  at  the  diftancc 
of  i  i  mile  from  thefhore;  when  I  difpatched  an  Armenian  fer- 
vant  to  know  if  I  might  land  my  goods  with  fafety :  he  foon  returned, 
but  without  obtaining  any  information.  We  faw  many  fires  in  dift'erent 
places  near  the  fhore,  and  upon  the  mountains ;  thefe  w'ere  made  with  an 
intent  to  alarm  the  inhabitants  for  fear  of  a  furprize,  as  they  took  us  for 

X  2  pirates. 
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pirates.  The  people  on  this  coafl  having  been  often  plundered  by  the 
OGURTJOY  and  Russian  pirates,  and  feeing  fo  large  a  veflel  at  anchor  in 
their  road,  were  under  great  appreheniions.  The  20th,  The  weather 
continuing  very  delightful,  1  went  a  fhore.  The  dumps  of  trees  and  (hal¬ 
lows  made  it  difficult  for  a  long  boat  to  land  nearer  than  20  yards.  The 
peafants  being  at  length  fatisfied  that  we  were  friends,  and  come .  with 
merchandize,  received  us  on  the  ffiore,  and  conducted  us  by  many 
crooked  paths  through  a  thick  wood  to  a  fmall  village.  The  people  are 
fwarthy,  but  their  features  regular,  and  in  general  they  are  inclined  to  a 
delicacy  in  their  make.  I  fent  my  Armenian  interpreter  with  my  com¬ 
pliments  to  MAHOMMED  ZAMON  BEG,  the  govemor  of  ASTRABAD,  with 
orders  alfo  to  provide  neceffaries  for  the  frefh  package  of  my  cloth,  for  I 
intended  to  make  proper  bales  for  camel  and  horfe  carriage.  After  this 
I  returned  on  board. 

The  2 1  d.  The  fun  was  rifen  above  an  hour  before  It  was  vifible  to  us 
on  board  the  ffiip  5  fuch  was  the  ftupendous  height  of  the  mountains. 

'  In  the  evening  the  Armenian  returned  from  the  city,  which  is  about  8 
hours  diflance  :  The  governor  affiired  us  of  his  protedlion  j  but  charged 
me  in  a  particular  manner  not  to  repcfe  any  confidence  in  the  peafants  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  coaft.  The  dew^s  here  fall  heavy ;  and  the  heat 
of  the  fun  under  the  mountains  is  productive  of  colds  and  aguifh  pains. 
-The  24th,  I  was  vifited  by  naseer  aga,  a  Persian  officer,  who  had 
been  recommended  to  me  as  a  perfon  of  great  probity  and  intered  in  that 
country :  he  made  us  an  oder  of  his  houfe  at  astrabad,  which  I  ac¬ 
cepted,  and  affiired  him  of  the  fenfe  I  had 'of  my  own  happinefs  in  the. 
civility  an'd  kindnefs  of  fo  generous  a  friend.  Naseer  aga  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  myrza  MAHOMMED,  a  grave  old  man,  who  having  made  a 
pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  and  fpent  a  great  part  of  his,  fortune  in  honour  of 
MAHOMMED,  was  dignified  with  the  title  of  hahdgee  ;  he  had  alfo  a 
reputation  for  wifdom,  and  was  often  appealed  to  in  controverfies.  He 
had  been  rich ;  but  the  common  lot  of  the  Persians  under  the  tyranny 
of  nadir,  deprived  him  of  his  wealth.  His  office  now  was  to  colleCt 
taxes  in  the  jurifdiClion  of  the  province. 

^  This  title  is  given  to  all  thofe  who  have  made  this  pilgrimage. 


The 
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The  25th,  Being  chriftmas-day,  I  excufed  the  feamen  from  working 
at  the  package  of  cloth,  and  prevailed  on  them  to  hear  prayers  and  a 
fermon.  English  feamen,  of  all  mankind,  feem  the  moft  indifferent 
with  regard  to  religious  duties ;  but  their  indifference  is  not  more  the  ef- 
fed:  of  want  of  refledion,  than  the  irreligious  carelefsnefs  of  their  leaders. 
It  is  not  to  be  imagined  they  would  fight  lefs,  if  they  prayed  more  5  at 
lead  we  find  the  praying  warriors  iii  Cromwell’s  days  fought  as  if  they 
were  fure  of  becoming  faints  in  heaven.  Certain  it  is  our  feamen  do  not  enter¬ 
tain  the  fame  impreflions  of  religion  as  the  common  run  of  labouring  people. 

The  next  day  our  fliip  was  in  no  finall  danger  of  being  burnt.  A-- 
bout  eighty  pounds  of  raw  cotton,  intended  for  the  fecure  package  of 
the  bales,  was  laid  in  the  fleerage.  By  the  carelefsnefs  of  one  of  the 
feamen  it  look  fire,  and  was  with  difhculty  extinguifhed..  I  was  afleep 
■in  the  cabin,  and  almoft  fuffocated  with  the  fmdke  5  our  danger  was  the 
greater,  as  the  fire  was  about  the  powder-cheft :  however  it  pleafed  pro-^ 
vidence  that  no  harm  was  done,  except  burning  the  hands  and  faces  of 
fome  of  the  failors,  which  the  application  of  burnt  oil  foon  removed. 
At  night  the  woods  on  the  mountains  took  fire,  and  the  wind  feeding 
the  flame,  made  a  frightful  blazed  which  extended  feveral  miles.  The 
blaft  came  off  the  fliore,  infomuch  that  our  butter  ran  like  oil.  There 
had  been  a  bright  fun,  and  no  rain,  for  twenty  days,  fo  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  the  peafants  diverted  the  current  of  the  flame,  and  faved  their 
villages.  This  accident  was  occafioned  by  a  cuftom  of  burning  the  rufhes 
on  the  coaff,,  with  a  view  to  dertroy  the  infedls  that  breed  in  them,  and^ 
to  make  a  free  paffage  for  the  air.- 

The  different  currents  which  meet  in  the  road,  and  the  eddies  of  wind' 
obliged  us  often  to  new  lay  our  anchors;  in  other  refpedts  this  harbour  is 
very  fafe.  The  28th,  Having  finifhed  the  package  of  1 16  bales,  we  pre¬ 
pared  to  go  on  ffiore.  My  Armenian  interpreter  now  began  to  exprefs  his 
fears  of  the  danger  we  fiiould  be  expofed  to  in  our  intended  journey  to  me- 
SCHED.  He  had  already,  in  fome  former  rebellions,  been  robbed  in  that 
city  of  goods  to  a  confiderable  value,  and  partly  from  age,  and  partly 
from  conftitution,  was  of  a  timorous  difpofition.  What  he  faid  made 

there- 
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'  therefore  but  little  impreffion  upon  me,  efpecially  as  he  had  been  filent  till 
now,  and  did  not  point  out  any  particular  danger.  The  29th,  hahdgee 
MYRZA  MAHOMMED,  who  had  already  offered  his  fervices,  received  or¬ 
ders  from  the  governor  of  the  province  to  fupply  us  with  a  guard,  and  to 
entertain  me  in  his  houfe.  Accordingly  we  landed  the  bales,  and  with¬ 
out  waiting  the  uncertain  arrival  of  the  governor,  who  had  intimated  a 
delign  of  vifiting  the  ffip,  I  refolved  to  vifit  him  firff. 

The  2(1  of  January  1744,  Hazy  weather,  and  other  incidents,  pre¬ 
vented  the  profecution  of  our  journey  till  this  day.  We  pitched  our  tent 
on  the  fliore,  and  collecfted  all  the  people  who  were  to  convey  the  caravan. 
The  HAHDGEE  fent  me  an  invitation  to  come  to  his  houfe,  and  his  fon  who 
came  with  the  meffage,  affured  me  in  a  complimental  drain,  that  his  father 
would  kill  him,  if  he  returned  without  me.  However,  1  excufed  my- 
felf  till  the  next  day,  refolving  to  remain  in  my  tent.  One  of  the  company 
Tung  an  extempore  fong,  confifting  moftly  of  welcomes,  and  fulfome  com- 
-mendations,  intended  as  a  greater  mark  of  civility  to  us  as  ftrangers  and 
EUROPEANS.  When  this  was  done,  they  eat  their  pleo,  which.they  finiffi- 
ed  in  a  much  fhorter  time  than  a  table  can  be  laid  for  a  polite  entertainment 
in  EUROPE.  As  they  had  broken  timber  in  great  abundance,  they  made 
large  fires,  round  which  they  danced,  and  feemed  to  be  in  high  joy.  The 
^evening  being  advanced,  they  performed  their  exercifes  of  devotion.  The  3d 
the  SHACKALLS  ^  in  the  woods  bark’d  and  howl’d  fo  much  during  the 
night,  that  it  is  very  difficult  for  perfons  unufed  to  fuch  mufic  to  receive 
the  refrefhment  of  deep.  In  the  morning  we  broke  up  our  little  camp, 
the  hahdgee’s  brother,  and  his  two  fons,  attended  us  with  feveral  horfes, 
.of  which  I  took  only  one  for  myfelf,  and  another  for  my  interpreter. 
The  number  of  carriers  exceeding  that  of  the  loads,  I  could  not  reftrain 
them  from  feizinsf  them,  in  as  hofiile  a  manner  as  Hungarian  hus- 
SARS  would  have  pillaged  the  baggage  of  a  marshal  of  France  :  and 
indeed  I  was  for  fome  time  at  a  lofs,  if  they  did  not  mean  fome- 
thing  of  that  nature  in  good  earned:.  From  the  fhore  to  the  high  road 
there  are  many  narrow  paths,  with  broken  and  decayed  bridges,  and  fe- 

**  Commonly  called  jackalls,  which  refem])le  foxes.  It  is  faid  the  barking  of  thefe  animals  once 
.alarmed  the  whole  Russian  army  in  ghilan. 


veral 
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veral  ditches  made  by  the  flowing  of  the  water  from  the  mountains.  In 
about  eight  hours  we  arrived  fafe  at  the  city,  the  carriers  making  but  one 
flop  on  the  way  to  perform  their  devotions.  The  firfl  objedl  whieh 
flruck  my  eyes  upon  entering  the  gates,  was  a  large  fpot  of  ground  ap-- 
propriatcd  to  the  burial  of  the  dead. 


CHAP.  XXVII. 

^he  behaviour  of  the  governor  to  the  author  at  astrabad.  Defcripticn  of 
the  PERSIAN  man?ier  of  fmoaking,  T.he  fubfance  of  fever  al  converfa^- 
tions  with  perfons  of  rank  in  that  city, 

T'  ^  HE  4th  of  Januaiy,  HAHDGEE  myrza  mahommed,  and  feveral 
A  others,  came  to  vifit  me,  and  advifed  me  to  fell  part  of  my  cara¬ 
van  in  that  city.  This-  was  not  practicable  in  any  quantity,  nor  confident 
with  my  defign  of  going,  to  mesched.  The  5th,  As  I  had  not  yet 
provided  an  equipage  neceffary  to  make  a  proper  appearance  befoi'e  the 
governor,  naseer  aga,  in  whofe  houfe  I  was  lodged,  lent  me  a  horfe 
handfomely  caparifoned,  and  infilled  on  my  taking  his  fervants  as  well  as 
my  own,  to  attend  me.  The  prefent  I  had  prepared  for  the  governor, 
confiding  of  fevei'al  cuts  of  fine  cloth, ,  and  loaves  of  fugar,  was  laid  on 
a  large  tea-board,  and  carried  in  before  me.  He  was  attended  by  feveral 
perfons  of  the  bed  diftinCtion  in  the  city,  particulai'ly  by  mahommed 
HASSAN  beg  fon  of  the  late  fatey  ali  khan,  mahommed  khan 
BEG,  and  sADoc  AGA;  the  two  lad;  were  the  fons  of  khans  in  favour  with 
the  SHAH.  They  all  rofe  at  my  coming  in,  and  defired  me  to  take  my  place; 
but  obferving  I  could  not  accommodate  myfelf  to  their  manner,  the  go¬ 
vernor  ordered  a  chair,  and  bid  me  welcome  to  Persia  ;  adding  this  hy¬ 
perbolical  compliment,  that  the  city  of  astrabad  was  now  mine  to 
do  what  I  pleaded  with  it.  I  returned  my  thanks,  and  affured  him  of 
the  great  fatisfaClion  I  enjoyed  in  being  received  into  the  protection  of  a 
perfon  of  his  character  and  authority :  that  I  apprehended  this  was  the 
hrft  attempt  the  English  merchants'  had  ever  made  to  convey 
merchandize  into  the  interior  parts  of  Persia  by  this  rout;  and  I 
was  therefore  the  more  concerned  to  provide  with  all  poflible  atten¬ 
tion 
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tioa  for  a  quick  and  fecure  pafTage  at  an  eafy  expence :  that  he' 
knew  very  well  the  shah  had  been  pleafed  to  grant  the  English  mer- 
.  chants  the  moft  favourable  decrees  in  relation  to  their  trade  in  all  parts  of 
his  dominions,  and  it  depended  on  him  to  fee  his  majefty’s  pleafure  exe¬ 
cuted  on  this  occafion.  I  then  demanded  of  him  if  the  paflage  to  me- 
scHED  was  fafe  ?  He  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  and  that  I  might  be  af- 
fured  nothing  in  his  power  ffiould  be  negleded  to  render  it  fo  j  and 
that  he  would  fend  four  choice  foldiers  with  me,  who  fliould  be  bound 
for  -the  fafe  delivery  of  our  caravan  at  mesched.  I  thanked  him,  and 
begging  to  be  honoured  with  his  commands,  took  my  leave. 

Common  gratitude  now  called  on  me  to  pay  my  refpecfts  to  naseer 
AGA,  of  whofe  humanity  and  politenefs  I  had  received  fuch  iignal  proof. 
This  old  man  had  been  a  companion  of  nadir,  when  he  was  the  chief  of 
a  party  of  robbers  in  the  neighbouring  mountains.  He  now  feemed  too 
good  a  man  for  nadir’s  purpofe,  and  the  mediocrity  of  his  fortune  and 
ambition  had  fecured  him  from  moft  of  thofe  calamities  which  were  com¬ 
mon  even  to  favourites.  His  hoary  beard  gave  a  venerable  air  to  his  per- 
fon,  and  a  manly  chearfulnefs,  joined  to  an  amiable  aflurance,  graced  his 
words.  There  is  a  reverence  due  to  age,  which  by  long  experience  fre¬ 
quently  compenfates  for  the  lofs  of  juvenile  endowments  5  whilft  health, 
good  nature,  and  ftrength  of  underftanding,  produce  many  of  the  focial 
enjoyments  of  life.  The  old  man  received  me  witli  great  marks  of 
kindnefs,  and  fent  for  thofe  mafter- carriers,  who  might  probably  engage 
to  convey  my  caravan  to  mesched.  Here  I  firft  received  a  proof  of  that 
cunning  and  equivocating  difpofition,  which  diftinguifties  the  modern 
PERSIANS,  and  was  a  prologue  to  that  tragic  fcene,  wherein  I  had  foon 
after  fo  great  a  fliare.  It  was  impoffible  to  fix  them  to  any  thing  j  and 
finding  they  trifled,  I  took  my  leave  for  that  time. 

The  7th,  I  was  vifited  by  feveral  of  the  principal  men  of  that  place, 
who  came  out  of  curiofity,  or  perhaps  with  a  dark  defign.  They  made 
their  compliment  by  putting  their  hand  on  their  breaft,  and  bowing  their 
head.  Thofe  who  are  more  familiar,  prefs  the  palm  of  your  hand  be¬ 
tween  the  palms  of  both  theirs,  and  then  raife  them  to  their  forehead,  to 

.  exprefs 
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exprefs  the  high  and  cordial  refped:  they  have  for  your  perfon.  Moft  of 
my  vifitors  behaved  'with  an  air  of  importance,  and  fpoke  very  little  :  af¬ 
ter  fitting  and  fmoaking  the  caallean  for  a  few  minutes,  they  took  their 
leave. 

The  PERSIANS  are  extremely  fond  of  tobacco;  fome  of  them  draw  the 
fmoke  in  fo  prodigious  a  quantity,  that  it  comes  out  of  their  nofes.  The 
caallean  ufed  in  fmoaking  is  a  glafs  velTel  refembling  a  decanter,  and  filled 
about  three  parts  with  water.  Their  tobacco  is  yellow,  and  very  mild,  com¬ 
pared  with  that  of  America  ;  being  prepared  with  water  and  made  into 
a  ball,  it  is  put  into  a  filver  utenfil  not  unlike  a  tea-cup,  to  which  there 
is  a  tube  affixed  that  reaches  almoft  to  the  bottom  of  the  veffel.  There 
is  another  tube  fixed  to  the  neck  of  the  veffel  above  the  water ;  to  this 
is  faftened  a  leathern  pipe,  through  which  they  draw  the  fmoke;  and  as 
it  paffes  through,  the  water,  it  is  cool  and  pleafant.  The  Persians  for 
many  ages  have  been  immoderately  fond  of  the  caallean.  shah  abas  the 
great  made  a  law  to  puniffi  this  indulgence  with  death ;  but  many 
chofe  to  forfake  their  habitations,  and  to  hide  themfelves  in  the  mountains, 
rather  than  be  deprived  of  this  infatuating  enjoyment.  Thus  this  prince 
could  not  put  a  ffop  to  a  cuflom,  which  he  confidered  not  only  as  unna¬ 
tural  and  irreligious,  but  alfo  as  attended  with  idlenefs  and  unneceffary 
expence. 

I  entertained  fome  of  my  guefls  according  to  their  own  manner  with 
fweet  meats,  of  which  they  took  a  little,  and  gave  the  remainder  to  their 
fervants ;  thefe  are  often  fo  numerous  that  a  treat  of  this  kind  will  coft  10 
or  1 2  crowns.  This  cuftom,  abfurd  and  expenfive  as  it  appeared  to  me, 
had  fomething  of  the  air  of  hofpitality  in  the  perfon  entertaining.  I 
could  not  but  confider  it  as  much  lefs  inconfiflent  than  that  which  prevails 
in  fome  parts  of  Europe,  where  almoft  every  man’s  fervant  is  bribed  by 
his  mafter’s  guefl,  for  doing  his  duty ;  where  every  gueff  is  a  flave  to  the 
fervant,  by  fubmitting  to  a  compulfive  tax,  which  even  the  fovereign  has 
no  authority  to  impofe  ;  where  every  one  complains  of  the  abufe,  and, 
as  a  proof  of  the  flavery,  is  obedient  to  it,  except  a  few,  who  having 
been  free  in  countries  of  llavery,  will  not  be  flaves  in  a  free  country. 

VoL.  I.  Y 
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Is  it  not  abfurd  to  the  higheft  degree  that  the  greateft  lord  of  the 
land,  Ihall  meanly  look  on,  and  fee  his  fervants,  rapacious  hy  his  autho- 
j  rity,  wring  from  the  hard  hands  even  of  peafants,  their  flender  fupport  ? 
j  Is  it  not  ahfurd  that  gentlemen  of  fmall  fortunes  fhould  he  guilty  of  the 
folly  of  giving  away  their  money  as  if  they  were  rich  j  or  he  obliged  to 
confefs  to  menial  fervants  that  they  are  not  rich ;  or  exclude  themfelves 
from  the  company  of  their  opulent  friends,  whofe  houfes,  even  where 
there  has  been  an  appearance  of  a  generous  invitation,  are  oftentimes  no¬ 
thing  more  than  difagreeable  andexpenlive  inns  ?  Is  it  not  abfurd,  in  fine, 
that  a  ftrange  corruption  of  manners  fhould  induce  almofi;  every  mailer 
to  contradl  with  his  fervant,  that  the  greatefi;  part  of  his  wages  fiiall  be 
paid  him  by  his  neighbours  j  though  his  own  expences  are  by  this  means 
not  only  increafed,  but  alfo  rendered  impertinent  and  vexatious  3  whilfi:  fer¬ 
vants,  on  the  other  hand,  become  extravagant,  in  confequence  of  thefe  prepo- 
Eerous  revenues,  and  their  morals  fpoiled  by  the  folly  of  their  m afters  ? 


I  To  return  to  my  ftory.  Having  agreed  at  length  upon  a  price  for 
37  camels  and  62  horfes  at  7  ^  crowns  per  bale,  I  advanced  to  the  car¬ 
riers  a  fmall  part  of  the  money,  as  earneft.  But  I  foon  found  that  it  is  a 
frequent  practice  for  the  Persians  to  recede  from  their  agreements  ;  and 
when  any  decifion  can  be  obtained  in  fuch  cafes,  the  verdidt  is  ufually 
given  in  favour  of  thofe  who  appear  to  have  the  worfe  fide,  or  have  en¬ 
gaged  to  execute  more  than  is  convenient  for  them  to  perform :  fo  that 
I  could  have  but  very  little  dependance  on  this  contract. 

My  good  friends  naseer  aga  and  the  HAHDGEE  .made  me  a  vifit,  and 
brought  feveral  other  perfons  with  them.  Their  bufinefs  was  to  enquire 
if  I  believed  Jesus  Crrist  to  be  the  fon  of  God  j' intimating  this  to 
be  the  perfuafion  of  Christians,  and  without  waiting  long  for  an  an- 
fwer,  they  pronounced  me  an  idolater.  My  interpreter,  who  was  him- 
felf  a  CHRISTIAN,  was  a  little  ftartled,  and  afked  me  what  anfwer  he 
fhould  make.  I  told  him,  that  I  was  not  come  there  to  enter  into  reli¬ 
gious  controverfies  with  mahommedans  j  who  without  doubt  would 
remain  in  their  own  faith,  as  I  hoped  to  do  in  mine :  however  if  he 
pleafed  he  might  gratify  their  curiofity,  and  tell  them  that  I  believed  Je¬ 
sus 
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sus  Christ  to  be  the  fon  of  God  ;  leaving  him  to  give  what  further 
account  of  my  religion,  he  might  think  proper  upon  the  principles  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  next  chapter,  being  the  refult  of  frequent  difcourfes  and 
reflediions  to  which  this  enquiry  gave  occafion. 


CHAP.  XXVIII. 

Idolatry  being  imputed  to  the  author^  he  attempts  to  defend  chriftianity.  His 

notions  of  religion, 

TO  form  an  adequate  notion  of  religion  we  muft  begin  with  a  dam. 

God,  arnidfl  the  boundlefs  glories  of  his  creation,  made  man, 
compounded  of  an  animal  body  and  a  rational  foul.  Whether  we  trace 
him  to  his  original,  or  confider  him  in  his  prefent  cirumftances,  he  mufl 
have  been  taught  what  is  neceffary  to  him,  in  regard  to  the  great  ends  of 
providence  in  his  conftitution.  Where  his  knowledge  ceafes  is  not  ob¬ 
vious  j  but  what  the  proper  objeds  of  his  powers  are,  is  plainly  deducible 
from  this,  that  he  is  loft  in  a  labyrinth,  when  he  attempts  to  challenge 
the  divine  artificer,  why  his  workmanfhip  is  fo  compounded ,  or  by  what 
fecret  laws  this  union  was  made  fo  wonderful  and  amazing  in  all  it’s  parts  ? 

It  is  evident  to  us  that  for  ends  known  to  the  eternal  wifdom,  and  in 
fome  degree  obvious  to  us,  he  made  freedom  effential  to  human  na¬ 
ture.  By  an  almoft  univerfal  confent  of  mankind,  it  is  acknowledged, 
that,  in  confequence  of  this  freedom,  man  has  fwerved  from  the 
original  law  of  his  nature,  and  by  following  the  didates  of  his  infe¬ 
rior  faculties  in  preference  to  his  reafon,  he  has  confequently  dif¬ 
obeyed  the  divine  law.  His  nature  being  thus  corrupted,  he  could  no 
longer  enjoy  the  happinefs  adapted  to  his  original  frame.  When  men 
talk  as  if  they  had  two  natures,  the  one  pure,  the  other  corrupted,  the 
dodrine  ferves  only  to  perplex  the  enquiry.  We  know,  and  to  our  for- 
row  feel,  that  our  nature,  our  one  nature,  as  it  came  .out  of  the  hands 
of  it’s  maker,  is  become  corrupted :  nor  can  we  with  confiftency  fay, 
that  any  vice  is  natural,  without  injuring  the  author  of  nature,  who  cer¬ 
tainly  intended  the  univerfal  happinefs ‘of  his  creatures.  But  vice  unde- 
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niably  produces  mifery,  and  confequently  is  not  natural  to  man.  Per¬ 
haps  there  is  no  word  ufed  in  fo  loofe  and  indefinite  a  fenfe  as  that  of  na¬ 
ture.  To  fay  a  thing  is  natural,  according  to  nature,  or  agreeable  to  the 
courfe  of  nature,  mufi;  certainly  convey  the  fame  idea,  and  are  terms 
which  ought  by  no  means  to  be  ufed  without  a  fenfe  of  him  who  is  the 
firfi;  caufe,  and  has  the  courfe  and  government  of  nature  in  his  hands. 

The  notion  we  ought  to  form  of  nature  at  large,  with  regard  to  the 
difpofition  made  by  one  fupreme  and  intelligent  being,  mufi:  be  intirely 
analogous  to  that  rule  of  government  which  can  alone  fupport  the  moral 
excellence  and  dignity  of  human  nature  ;  which  is  plainly  the  end  of  chrif- 
tianity.  What  man,  with  the  greateft  ilretch  of  human  reafon,  can  fug- 
gefi:  to  himfelf  fo  admirable  a  plan  of  government  ^  or  fuch  noble  motives 
to  adtion,  as  that  ruling  principle,  the  love  of  one  fupreme  and  felf- 
exifient  being,  the  great  creator  and  fupporter  of  all  things .? 

\ 

The  love  of  man  is  next  in  dignity  to  that  of  god,  and  in  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  mind  mufi;  precede,  as  being  the  fcale  by  which  we  afcend 
to  heaven.  Man  confidered  as  the  mofi:  excellent  v/ork  of  the  vifible 
world,  the  exprefs  image  of  his  maker,  and  the  heir  of  immortal  happinefs, 
mufi:  ever  demand  the  highefi;  attention.  How  little  in  value  is  the  ma¬ 
terial  compared  with  the  intellecftual  world  ?  The  voice  of  god,  as  well 
as  reafon,  proclaim  the  vafi  fuperiority.  And  what  are  all  the  externals  of 
majefiy,  what  the  charms  of  beauty,  or  the  pride  of  wealth,  but  the  en¬ 
joyments  of  a  moment  ?  But  the  love  of  man  is  commenfurate  with  eter¬ 
nity,  nor  is  he  lefs  an  objedt  of  this  love,  for  having  deviated  from  his 
original  perfedion  i  fince  all  men  are 'the  fame;  and  this  feems  to  have 
confiiituted,  as  a  counterpoife  to  our  corruption,  a  pafilon  as  firong  as  any 
in  the  human  breaft ;  I  mean  compaffion.  Can  we  confider  god,  or 
man,  in  any  view  not  confiftent  with  this  principle,  without  deviating 
from  nature  ? 

If  the  nature  of  man  is  to  be  rational,  and  if  reafon  teaches  that  obe¬ 
dience  to  his  maker  is  his  highefi;  felicity,  it  mufi;  alfo  teach,  that  dif. 
obedience  is  his  greateft  mifery.  That  man  has  pafiions  and  appetites 

which 
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which  oppofe  reafon,  is  obvious ;  but  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  nature  of 

t 

thefe,  in  the  great  order  of  things,  is  to  be  fubfervient  to  reafon.  Our 
eyes  were  certainly  given  us  to  fee ;  but  our  reafon  was  as  furely  given 
us  that  we  might  fhut  thofe  eyes  when  the  objedl  is  dangerous  either  to 
our  moral  or  animal  nature ;  nor  can  there  be  any  plea  of  ignorance  a- 
gainft  this  dodirine :  for  the  almighty  has  certainly  written  a  law  upon 
men’s  minds  ;  and  whatever  his  wifdom  required  fliould  be  done,  exclu- 
clufive-  of  this  mental  law,  he  has,  at  different  periods  of  time,  made 
known  to  mankind. 


If  God  has  originally  taught  man  a  law  with  refped  to  his  condud^  > 
and  by  making  him  a  focial  being,  continued  to  him  the  means  of  that 
KNOWLEDGE  ;  it  is  not  natural  for  man  to  be  ignorant  of  that  which  hia  ' 
maker  requires  of  him  :  On  the  contrary,  it  was  an  unnatural  rebellion 
againft  the  almighty  that  introduced  the  ignorance  which  exifted  before 
the  coming  of  a  faviour ;  a  date  of  ignorance  at  that  time  confequently 
was  not  the  date  of  nature  :  but  more  indubitably  it  is  not  fo  now. 

Before  the  promulgation  of  the  gofpel,  men  who  walked  by  the  light 
which  they  then  had,  could  not  be  accountable  for  more:  even  before 
the  JEWISH  difpenfation,  in  confequence  of  the  knowledge  men  fird  had 
of  a  fupreme  being,  they  preferved  fome  notions  of  one  God,  and  of 
moral  duties,  as  produdive  of  happinefs,  and  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of 
their  natures  3  and  this  I  apprehend  we  generally  call  natural  religion. 
However  we  do  not  ufually  call  that  the  religion  of  nature,  which  hardly 
appears  to  be  any  religion  at  all,  or  at  bed  is  only  a  rule  injurious  to  the  fo- 
ciety.  But  fuppofing  the  common  term  natural  religion  to  be  ap¬ 
plicable  in  any  degree  to  the  mod  ignorant  favages,  that  mud  be  the  word 
religion,  (for  here  there  may  be  degrees  in  this  general  notion)  which  is 
furthed  removed  from  the  happinefs  of  the  fociety.  Man,  who  is  a  fo¬ 
cial  creature,  ads  unnaturally  in  proportion  as  he  negleds  the  prefervation 
of  fociety.  This  notion  will  alfo  lead  us  to  the  great  dod.  ine  of  chridia- 
nity,  and  the  beneficence  of  the  fupreme  being,  demondrated  in  that  dif- 
,  penfation,  fo  powerfully  operating  with  the  original  plan  of  moral  go¬ 
vernment. 


Now 
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Now  let  an  unprejudiced  mahommedan  be  rightly  informed  what  the 
precepts  of  chriftianity  teach,  and  examine  if' the  pradice  of  the  chriftian 
religion  is  not  the  flate  moft  agreeable  to  the  true  nature  of  man,  as  de- 
ducible  from  his  conftitution.  And  if  the  chriftian  religion  is  agreeable 
.to  virtue,  or  rather  the  true  ftandard  of  it,  we  are  reduced  to  the  necef- 
lity  of  acknowledging,  either  that  both  the  chriftian  religion  and  virtue  in 
•  general  are  unnatural,  or  that  vice  is  unnatural;  unlefs,  with  regard  to 
nature,  we  confound  the  diftindion  of  virtue  and  vice,  and  make  them 
.qne  and  the  fame  thing.  Nothing  is  plainer  than  this  dodrine;  but  I 
[believe  nothing  has -done  more  harm  to  the  caufe  of  religion  than  in- 
. attention  to  it;  for  by  imputing  vice  to  nature,  which  is  commonly 
done,  we  enervate  that  deteftation  which  arifes  in  the  human  breaft  upon 
the  mention  of  thofe  things  which  we  denominate  unnatural.  Me- 
/ thinks  I  ought  to  blufti  at  the  indignity  which  I  offer  to  the  common 
fenfe  of  my  reader;  but  when  he  confiders  that  many  who  mean  well, 
and  think  clearly  in  moft  of  the  concerns  of  life,  are  notwithftanding  ex- 
.tremely  biafled  in  their  judgments  in  this  point ;  he  will  think  an  apology 
.needlefs. 

The  fallacy  feems  to  lie  in  this,  that  nature,  and  the  corruption  of  na¬ 
ture  are  for  the  moft  part  confounded  in  men’s  ideas.  If  by  nature  we 
mean  the  pure  effence  and  true  quality  of  a  thing,  we  do  not  mean  the 
corruption  of  that  thing;  more  than  we  mean  vinegar,  when  we  talk  of 
•wine.  The  corruption  of  nature  is  indeed  repugnant  to  virtue ;  yet  if  we 
attend  to  our  own  make  and  conftitution,  we  fhall  foon  learn,  in  a  neceP 
fary  degree,  how  and  in  what  inftances  our  nature  is  corrupted,  and  e- 
.qually  difcover  a  power  to  war  with  that  corruption ;  and,  in  proportion 
as  we  triumph  over  it,  we  are  reftored  to  our  original  ftate  of  freedom, 
that  is,  of  nature  uncorrupted.  The  opinion  the  mahommedans  have  of 
;this  corruption,  which  fullied  the  mind  of  man,  feems  to  agree  with  that 
of  the  chriftians ;  but  this  dodtrine,  however  important,  is  not  familiar 
to  the  generality  of  men.  I  conceive  it  to  bear  a  ftrong  allufion  to  the 
ftate  of  one,  who,  by  fome  accident,  becomes  lunatick,  and  entails  this 
infirmity  upon  his  children.  In  this  cafe  indeed  a  man  may  not  be  an- 
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fwerable ;  but  in  the  cafe  of  our  firft  parents  they  became  accountable/ 
becaufe  they  were  free  agents.  If,  in  fucceeding  generations,  we  were  not 
exactly  in  the  fame  circumftances  as  our  firft  parents  j  we  ftill  adted  a- 
gainft  the  light  which  our  rcafon  fuggefted,  or  againft  thofe  revelations 
which,  at  different  ages  of  the  world,  have  been  confirmed  to  us  by  the 
miraculous  interpofition  of  divine  providence. 

By  this  corruption  of  nature,  the  paffions,  which  were  originally  de- 
'  figned  to  affift  reafon,  have,  as  experience  teaches  us,  rebelled  againft  it, 
and  fubjedied  all  the  fons  of  adam"  to  the  fame  punifliment  as  their  firft 
progenitor :  Now  can  we  fuppofe  that  infinite  goodnefs  fhould  fuffer  fo 
glorious  a  part  of  the  creation  to  perifh  in  this  unnatural  ftate  ?  The  com-  - 
mon  notion  of  mankind  in  all  ages  and  countries  is,  that  a  divine  in- 
ftrudtor  has  been  fentto  them.  The  chriftian  fays,  that  “  as  by  one  man, 
fin  and  death  came  into  the  world  j  fo  by  one  man,”  the  great  prophet 
and  lawgiver  now  in  queftion,  “  life  and  immortality  were  reftored.”  ’ 
The  MAHOMMEDANS  afk,  why  the  great  lord  of  the  univerfe  fliould  ^ 
fend  his  fon  into  the  world  in  form  of  a  man  ?  To  argue  upon  prin-  - 
ciples  deduced  from  the  reafon  of  things,  may  we  not  fay  that  truth,  in 
the  abftracft,  thus  became  an  objedt  of  fenfej  and  that  the  deity  brought 
himfelf  to  the  ftandard  of  human  capacities  ?  We  faw,  we  heard,  we  felt 
.  the  god  in  his  human  nature.  He  was  a  man  as  well  as  a  god  5  a  ■ 
man,  fuch  as  we  are,  fin  only  excepted  :  He  rejoiced  and  wept,  was  glad 
and  forrowful :  He  eat,  and  drank,  and  flept :  He  had  his  friendfhips 
and  affedtions :  He  gave  us  a  law  as  to  men  j  and,  as  a  man,  he  fet  us 
an  example.  But  the  chriftian  further  reduces  the  matter  to  this  iffue  : 
God  faw  good  to  take  this  method  to  reftore  mankind,  and  therefore  it 
muft  be  right.  If  the  mahommedans  yet  afks,  why  it  fhould  be  fo  ; 
and  dill  applies  to  finite  capacities  to  judge  of  infinite  wifdom  ?  What 
can  you  do  more  than  queftion  him,  why  it  fliould  not  be  fo  ?  Afk  him, 
if  he  thinks  it  too  much  or  too  great  a  thing  for  the  almighty  ?  Bid  him 
behold  the  wonders  of  the  creation,  and  obferve  every  part  of  nature  re¬ 
plete  with  amazing  art,  and  proclaiming  his  incomprehenfible  goodnefs 
and  wifdom.  Is  man  inferior  to  thefe  ?  Do  we  underfiand  the  laws  of 
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his  government,  or  the  nature  of  that  power  by  which  he  fupports  the 
material  world?  Is  the  heir  of  immortality  not  equal  in  dignity  to  this 
-inanimate  fyflem  ?  , 

'  Tf  the  tree  is  known  by  its  fruits,  the  goodnefs  of 'a  religion  muflbe 
difcovered  by  it’s  efFe£ls,  and  it’s  conliftency  with  reafon  j  the  teflimony 
of  thofe  who  oppofe  it  concurring  in  any  material  point,  or  proving  in- 
fufficient  to  invalidate  it.  The  pagans,  the  jews,  the  mahomme- 
DANS  acknowledge  that  fuch  a  man  appeared  in  the  w-orld  as  Jesus 
Christ;  they  difpute  his  divinity,  and  many  of  his  glorious  acfts;  'but 
for  this  they  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  low  evalions  and  puerile 
fubterfuges ;  ftill  they  afcrlbe  many  wonderful  works  to  him.  And  laftly, 
though  they  do  not  acknowledge  his  crucifixion,  they  fay  he  was  conveyed 
-away  in  a  miraculous  manner,  and  a  perfon  like  him  put  in  his  place.  The 
MAHOMMEDAN  alfo  Verifies  the  prediction,  v/hich  is  clofely  connected 
'  with  the  belief  of  chriftianity,  and  treats  the  jew  as  a  perfecutor  of  the 
true  prophet,  v/hilfh  the  chrifiian  deplores  his  blindnefs. 

Among  other  corroborating  proofs  the  chrifiian  urges  the  prophecies 
concerning  the  total  difiblution  of  the  Jewish  government,  and  the  de-' 
firuCtion  of  that  nation,  once  the  favourite  people  of  God.  The  jews 
were  long  the  foie  depofitaries  of  thofe  writings  wLich  promife  and  point 
out  the  time  of  the  coming  of  Jesus  Christ  ;  but  deny  that  time  to  be 
accomplifiied  :  So  far  they  believe  in  the  Messiah.  The  pagan  world 
...received  chrifiianity,  though  it  was  fo  greatly  repugnant  to  their  efiabliflied 
opinions,  and  the  corruption  of  nature,  that  we  ought  to  conclude  it  could 
not  have  prevailed,  had  any  lefs  than  a  divine  power  directed  it.  Chrif¬ 
tianity  is  the  proper  religion  of  mankind ;  we  fay  it  is  as  old  as  the 
creation,  becaufe  ordained  by  God  from  the  beginning.  It  is  true,  Jesus 
Christ  was  born  only  1744  years  ago ;  but  how  long  have  the  prophets 
of  old  foretold  his  appearance:  One  of  the  moft  remarkable  was  above 
700  years  before  ;  and  this  fpeaks  of  him  in  terms  of  the  greatefi  honour, 
viz.  “  For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  fon  is  given ;  and  the  go- 
'‘‘vernment  fiiall  be  upon  l^is  fhoulder ;  and  his  name  fliall  be  called, 
•J'-  WONDERFUL,  COUNSELLOR,  THE  MIGHTY  GoD,  THE  EVERLASTING 

“  FATHER, 
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“  FATHER  %  THE  PRINCE  OF  PEACE.”  A.n(I  the  fhort  hiftory  of  him  is 
this:  “  God  was  manifefted  in  the  fledi,  juftified  by  the  fpirit,  feen  of 

angels,  believed  on  in  the  world,  received  up  into  glory,  and  in  him 
“  are  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge.  ”  That  his  birth 
was  miraculous,  is  confelTed  even  by  the  mahommedans  ;  for  they  fay 
he  was  conceived  of  a  virgin  by  the  fmell  of  a  rofe.  To  grant  there  was 
fuch  a  perfon,  and  that  he  was  thus  conceived,  is  being  half  a  chriflian, 
with  regard  to  the  fupernatural  birth  of  Christ. 

But  as  his  birth  was  above  nature,  fo  was  his  whole  life,  mahommed 
came  to  extirpate  all  who  oppofed  him  with  fire  and  fword.  Christ 
came  with  the  meeknefs  of  a  child,  to  extend  his  mercy  to  all  mankind. 
The  power  which  he  employed  was  from  heaven.  The  means  which 
he  ufed  were  of  fo  different  a  nature  from  any  thing  merely  human,  that 
granting  he  lived  and  died,  and  that  his  religion  does  exift,  is  a  firong 
argument  of  the  divinity  of  that  power,  by  which  he  effablifhed  fuch  a 
religion.  He  fuffered  an  ignominious  death  as  a  common  malefador;  yet 
has  his  do6trine  been  eftabliflaed  on  that  fuffering,  and  fpread  over  the 
earth.  Mahommed  fupported  his  fchemes  of  religious  government  on 
the  principles  of  worldly  power  j  but  our  prophet  fays,  ‘‘  Learn  of  me, 
“  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  5”  and  upon  this  principle  was  his  whole  life 
conducted. 

The  MAHOMMEDANs,  you  fay*^,  confider  us  as  idolaters  j  you  will  not 
convince  them  of  the  contrary  :  for  that  would  be  in  cffe(ft-  to  convert 
them  to  chriftianity.  Tell  them  at  lead  that  ours  is  a  good  religion  :  that 
one  great  article  of  it  is,  to  pray  for  them  and  for  all  mankind.  That 
the  fum  of  our  law  is,  “to  do  as  we  would  be  done  by  j  to  vifit  the  fa- 
“  therlefs  and  the  widow,  and  to  keep  ourfelves  unfpotted  from  the  world.” 
Tell  them  that  we  adore  one  only  god,  the  fupreme  lord  and  father 
of  all  things,  in  which  they  will  grant  we  are  no  idolaters ;  but  that  in¬ 
deed  we  pray  to  him  through  the  merits  of  his  fon,  to  affid  us  with  his 
holy  fpirit,  to  obey  his  laws,  or  to  forgive  the  breach  of  them,  upon  con- 
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ditlon  of  our  fincere  repentance.  In  this  we  fpeak  as  conceiving  a  difference, 
and  afcribing  to  each  thofe  offices,  which  our  revelation  warrants,  without 
prefuming  to  underfland  in  what  the  union  and  divifibilty  conlids.  This 
is  the  myftery  of  the  chriflian  religion,  which,  by  the  exercife  of  faith, 
attributes  all  the  mercy  that  the  utmoft  flretch  of  human  reafon  can  a- 
fcribe  to  god 5  and  all  the  worth  and  dignity  that  can  be  imputed  to  man; 
to  be  at  once  demonflrated  by  the  deity  in  his  taking  the  human  form, 
when  he  appeared  upon  the  earth.  Whenever  we  contemplate  this  amaz¬ 
ing  inftance  of  the  divine  condudl,  it  raifes  the  niind  to  heaven  from 
whence  it  is  derived. 

That  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  faith,  or  the  evidence  of  things  not 
feen,  nor  comprehended,  is  common  to  mankind  of  all  religions,  -and  in 
all  countries.  Is  it  ftrange  that  god  will  not  condefcend  to  be  the  objedl  of 
our  REASON  only?  He  requires  faith,  and  imputes  it  to  us  as  a  virtue; 
he  requires  this  higheft  reafon  of  the  foul,  which  is  a  resignation  of 
the  whole  man ;  all  possible  resignation  to  him  as  an  incomprehenfible 
GOD,  who  is  the  fovereign  difpofer  of  all  things,  in  a  manner  as  far  above 
our  conception  as  his  infinite  perfections  are  fuperior  to  the  narrow 
bounds  of  human  capacities. 

'  That  JESUS  CHRIST  is  god,  that  is,  divine  in  nature,  is,  I  think,  very 
clear  from  the  writings  which  contain  the  oracles  of  our  religion ;  and 
better  had  it  been  for  the  chriflian  world,  if  the  matter  had  refled  there ; 
and  no  attempt  made  to  explain  that  which  is  confefTedly  inexplicable. 
For  though  faith  is  founded  in  reafon,  as  it  neceffarily  mufl  be,  whilfl 
reafon  is  the  only  medium  by  which  we  comprehend  any  moral  truth ; 
yet  it  is  fuperior  to  reafon.  The  doClrine  of  the  trinity  is  by  no  means  con¬ 
tradictory  to  reafon,  unlefs  it  is  repugnant  to  reafon  to  affent  to  that  which 
is  delivered  on  divine  authority,  becaufe  we  happen  not  to  comprehend 
the  things  fo. delivered. 

*•  As  to  the  term  persons  of  the  godhead,  and  trinity,  commonly  ufed 
by  chriflians ;  if  the  oracle  of  the  chriflian  faith  is  not  fabulous,  we  mufl 
afcribe  the  divine  attributes  to  three,  under  the  diflinClions  of  father. 

Son, 
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SON,  and  holy  ghost;  and  if  manidnd  have  thought  proper  to  ufe  a 
word  to  exprefs  the  Idea,  why  not  that  of  trinity  ?  If  the  almighty  is 
omnipotent,  and  we  confefs  our  faculties  utterly  incapable  of  compre¬ 
hending  his  power,  let  us  proftrate  ourfelves  in  humble  adoration  of  the 
incomprehenfible  nature  of  this  one  fupreme ! 

If  GOD  is  incomprehenfible,  what  religion  can  there  be  without  fome 
part  of  it  myfterious  ?  The  mahommedan  muft  deny  the  being  of  a 
GOD,  or  confefs  him  infinite  in  jufiice  as  well  as  mercy;  but  does  he 
underhand  how  thefe  attributes  exift,  and  are  compatible  in  one  being  ? 
We  acknowledge  the  incomprehenfibillty  of  god,  and  therefore  there 
may  be  a  divifion  as  well  as  union  in  the  divine  nature.  Chriftians  plain¬ 
ly  infer  fuch  a  union  and  divifion  from  their  fcriptures,  which  cannot  be 
made  confiflent  on  any  other  principles.  Is  it  not  then  folly  to  diftrad 
our  thoughts  on  the  fubjed  ?  Is  it  not  enough  that  we  acknowledge  one 
fupreme  god  the  father  of  all  beings ;  that  we  confefs  the  divine  nature 
and  mifiion  of  the  Messiah,  by  whom  the  almighty  made  the  world, 
who  is  the  king,  the  lawgiver,  the  redeemer,  and  the  favior,  and  will 
be  the  judge  of  mankind ;  and  that  we  alfo  acknowledge  the  powers  a- 
fcribed  to  the  holy  ghofb,  the  operative  fpirit  of  that  one  god  ? 

We  fee  the  reafon  of  mankind  every  day  acquiefce  in  things  fuperior 
to  it’s  comprehenfion  in  fecular  concerns.  Many  things  in  common  life 
appear  to  us  as  contradidions  till  we  underftand  them.  Our  condition 
does  not  permit  us  to  know  every  thing  ;  it  is  againfl  the  laws  of  our  na¬ 
ture,  and  confequently  a  crime  to  attempt  it ;  thus  where  our  under- 
flanding  is  puzzled  in  the  inveftigatlon  of  the  things  which  belong  to 
GOD,  we  fiiould  pay  our  adoration  and  fubmlffion  to  the  great  author  of 
nature,  and  place  our  humble  and  firmed;  confidence  in  him. 

The  difciples  of  mahommed,  and  of  almofi:  every  other  religion  in  the 
world,  believe  in  things  not  only  beyond  their  comprehenfion,  but  un¬ 
important  to  the  great  ends  of  human  life  and  immortality.  The  faith 
in  queftion  is  of  the  greateft  rnoment ;  for  if  Jesus  is  not  the  fon  of 
GOD,  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  chriftian  religion  is  falfe ;  but  if 
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this  belief  is  derived  from  the  authority  of  god  himfelf,  who  therefore 
accepts  it  as  a  grateful  offering  to  him,  we  ought  to  hold  it  dearer 
than  life. 

Simplicity  of  heart,  which  is  effential  to  chriffianity,  teaches  men  what 
analogy  there  is  between  this  faith  and  the  humility  which  the  chriftian 
religion  fo  ffrongly  inculcates ;  but  infidelity  is  the  offspring  of  pride. 
Faith  humbles  the  arrogance  of  men,  and  prevents  them  from  deifying; 
that  is,  in  effedl,  from  abufing  their  own  reafon.  The  corruption  of  our 
nature  is  never  fo  confpicuous  as  in  pride ;  than  which  nothing  can  be 
more  deftrudlive  of  our  happinefs. 

Pride  firfl;  divided  the  chriftian  world,  and  ftill  fupports  the  divifion,  and 
I  believe  the  priefts  themfelves  will  grant,  that  had  fome  of  their  fraternity 
been  half  as  bufy  to  reftrain  men’s  curiofities  in  the  myfterious  parts  of 
the  chriftian  religion,  as  to  attempt  the  explanation  of  them,  religion 
might  have  been  more  fimple,  and  confequently  might  have  produced 
the  great  end  of  it,  by  means  the  moft  eafy  and  familiar :  but  this  com¬ 
plaint  will  appear  abfurd  when  it  is  confidered,  that  the  miftakes  of 
priefts  ^  bear  but  a  fmall  proportion  to  thofe  of  the  laity.  If  morality  is 
the  bafis  of  the  chriftian  religion,  and  a  confident  faith  the  fupport  of  it; 
where  are  thefe  better  taught  than  in  England  ?  Of  all  human  compo- 
fitions  of  thefe  latter  ages  of  the  world,  whether  for  purity  and  elegance 
of  language,  force  of  argument,  or  warmth  of  devotion,  what  exceeds 
the  fermons  which  have  been  publilhed  by  our  clergy  ?  That  they  are 
not  more  read,  is  not  the  fault  of  priefts,  nor  will  it  be  their  fault  if 
they  do  not  produce  the  harveft  which  no  doubt  is  intended  ftiould  be 
gathered  in  heaven. 

To  return,  it  muft  be  manifeft  to  men  of  enquiry,  that  the  world  re¬ 
mained  in  ignorance  for  many  ages ;  and  religion  confifted  in  forms  and 
empty  ceremonies.  A  revelation  was  expedled,  and  both  the  Chris¬ 
tians  and  MAHOMMEDANs  fay  it  is  come  :  we  fee  what  the  different 
fruits  of  it  are.  Was  there  ever  a  dodlrine  delivered  to  mankind  before 
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that  of  CHRIST,  which  pointed  out  the  true  path  of  happinefs,  and  the 
end  for  which  they  were  dehgned  ?  The  chriftian  religion  has  the  moft 
evident  mark  of  a  divine  original  by  the  exalted  fentiments  and  fublime 
love  it  inculcates ;  by  it’s  clofe  connexion  with  the  general  good  of  man¬ 
kind,  as  focialj„  rational,-  and  accountable  beings.  It  is  an  argument 
which  cannot  be  repeated  too  often  :  what  greater  love  can  we  conceive 
than  for  a  man  to  die  for  his  friend  ?  But  Christ  fuffered  an  ignomi-' 
nious  death  for  his  enemies,  and  made  that  death  effedlual  even  to  his 
perfecutors,  Jf  they^  repented  and  obeyed  his  laws.  For  his  death  was  a 
propitiation  for  the  lins  of  the  whole  world,  even  for  the  mahomme- 
DANs,  Could  a  God  die  for  lefs  than  a  world  ?  He  prepared  an  immor¬ 
tality  for  all  mankind.  But  his  counfels  are  inforutable,  and  we  know 
not  what  degree  of  evidence  refilled  by  men,  renders  them  accountable. 
But  it  feems  agreeable  to  the  common  notions  of  mankind  concerning  the 
goodnefs  of  god,  that  this  perfect  facrifice  once  made,  compenfated  for 
the  imperfed:ion  of  the  human  nature,  and  the  deviation  from  it’s  ori¬ 
ginal  purity;  fo  that  man  becomes  accountable  only  in  proportion  to  his. 
rebellion  againft  this  divine  law. 

Under  this  glorious  difpenfation,  the  innocence  and  limplicity  of  a  child 
is  bell  adapted  to  learn,  and  to  receive,  fo  plain,  fo  intelligible  a  law; 
which  exhorts  men  with  the  llrongefl  and  moft  perfualive  eloquence,  to 
forfake  the  paths  of  perdition,  and  to  be  happy.  The  fentiments  which 
chridianity  infpire,  are  fo  abftradted  from  this  world,  and  from  a  weak 
and  vicious  felfillinefs,  that  it  is  'impoffible  to  conf  der  them  with  an  at¬ 
tentive  and  unprejudiced  mind,  without  being  convinced  of  their  reafon- 
ablenefs,  and  druck  with  the  deeped  fenfe  of  gratitude  and  refignation.. 

Even  MAHOMMED  underdood  the  excellence  of  the  chridian  reli¬ 
gion,  when  he  adopted  his  precepts  of  judice  and  charity  from  the 
gofpel.  But  though  the  mahommedans  entertain  the  highed,  notions 
of  the  deity,  humanly  fpeaking,  it  will  be  difficult  to  reconcile  them  to 
chridianity,  on  account  of  their  fenfnal  gratifications.  •  The  chridian  re¬ 
ligion  fixes  the  boundaries  between  the  animal  and  rational  part,  and  is 
calculated  to  preferve  both.  It  regards  the  delights  of  the  mind,  and  the 
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charms  of  focial  converfe,  to  which  the  mahommedans  in  their  com¬ 
merce  with  women  are  almoft  Grangers :  for  their  falfe  notions  of  religion 
alfo  lead  them  to  violate  the  common  rights  of  humanity,  by  making 
flaves  of  one  half  of  the  fpecies. 

Chriftianity  is  indeed  a  religion  of  felf-denial,  much  more  than  is 
generally  imagined  j  but  it  is  a  felf-denial  which  dignifies  and  improves 
human  nature  j  a  felf-denial  that  has  every  mark  which  reafon  can  fuggeft, 
or  revelation  warrant,  of  that  rule  of  life  and  human  conduct,  which 
can  refiore  man  to  the  original  perfection  of  his  nature  j  or  elfeCt  that 
-which  (hall  compenfate  for  the  deficiency,  at  the  great  day  of  accounts, 
'when  TIME  fliall  be  fwallowed  up  in  eternity. 

As  every  thinking  man  in  this  ifland  ®  feems  to  have  fomething  in  his 
-notions  of  religion  peculiar  to  himfelf,  it  may  be  objected,  that  I  who 
-have  been  endeavouring  to  vindicate  chriflianity  with  regard  to  the  impu- 
,tation  of  idolatry,  and  to  eftablifli  my  own  fyfiiem  of  faith,  as  founded 
in  the  reafon  of  things,  as  well  as  in  revelation,  have  been  fingular 
in  making  no  mention  of  grace.  But  to  this  I  anfwer,  that  when  men 
aCl  obediently  to  the  divine  law,  not  only  becaufe  it  is  good  in  itfelf,  but 
alfo  becaufe  it  is  commanded  by  godj  both  motives  co  operating,  I 
think  they  will,  humanly  fpeaking,  produce  a  habit  of  mind,  fit  for  the 
reception  of  that  grace,  which  I  acknowledge  to  be  the  more  immediate 
afliftance  of  god  ;  that  afliftance  which  fupports,  and  cherilhes,  and  ena- 
:bles  man  to  perfevere  in  his  obedience.  From  hence  I  conclude,  that 
■faith  and  good  works  aCl  reciprocally  on  each  other,  neither  being  effec- 
*tual  without  the  other  to  the  great  end  of  our  being.  This,  I  conceive, 
may  be  eafily  deduced  from  the  nature  of  the  human  mind ;  from  the 
.common  meafure  by  which  we  judge  of  things,  and  from  the  notion  of 
religion  in  general.  Chriftians  who,  on  one  fide,  afcribe  all  efficacy  to 
good-works  j  whilfi:  others,  if  poffible,  more  inconfifient,  imagine  faith 
only  to  be  efiential,  feem  to  fall  extremely  fliort  of  the  mark.  To  a- 
dopt  the  principles  of  both  with  the  fame  zeal  as  they  plead  for  one  only,* 
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is,  I  apprehend,  to  be  a  chriftian,  if  thofe  principles  produce  their  na-- 
tural  fruits. 

And  let  men  difpute  ever  fo  long  concerning  human  nature,  and  all  its' 
various  connexions,  it  muft  come  to  this,  that  fo  long  as  we  retain  our 
reafon,  we  muft  acknowledge  a  firft  caufe,  or,  in  other  words,  that  there  is 
a  GOD,  and  confequently  that  he  made  us  what  we  are  3  and'ifhe  is  in¬ 
finite  in  wifdom,  he  made  us  right.  Men  who  think  it  of  importance  to  > 
employ  their  reafon  about  a  future  ftate  3  or  endeavour  to  underftand  their 
own  make  3  and  the  end  to  which  they  were  intended  will  difcover,  that  :  ‘ 

the  conftitution  of  our  moral  nature,  our  condition  with  refpedl  to  ex¬ 
ternals,  and  our  religion  as  chriftians,  have  all  a  moft  amazing  analogy. 

In  other  words,  let  him  who  entertains  the  leaft  doubt  concerning  the  ‘ 
great  truths  of  chriftianity,  do  himfelf  the  juftice  to  oblerve  how  ex-- 
adily  analogous  the  law  of  Christ  is  with  the  common  dictates  of  hu¬ 
manity  3  with  every  generous  paftion  of  the  mind  3  with  every  fentiment ' 
which  the  human  breaft  can  form  that  is  truly  great  and  noble  3  he  w'ill . 
then  fee,  what  a  ftate  of  unmixed  happinefs  would  be  reftored  to  man-  - 
kind,  was  this  law  univerfally  revered  and  pra<ftifed.  The  glorious  fyftem 
of  ethics  delivered  by  our  faviour  on  the  mount,  is  calculated  to  anfwer 
all  the  exigencies  of  our  temporal  condition  3  whilft  the  main  Tcope  and 
defign  of  it  is  to  prepare  us  for  a  happy  termination  of  it :  and  fince  death 
is  the  unavoidable  condition  of  life,  and  abforbs  all  lefler  conftderations  3 
an  entire  reconciliation  to  it,  on  the  principles  of  a  rational  hope  of  im¬ 
mortality,  ought  to  be  the  great  end  of  all  human  adtions,  and  of  all  the- 
thoughts  and  devices  of  the  human  heart-.  . 


/ 

C  H  A  P. 


■4 


c 


(  i86  ) 

H  A  P.  XXIX. 


! Several  converfatiom  with  the  Persians  on  different  fubjecls.  T^he  tragical 
hifiory  of  prince  beckowitz.  .Prmcipal  events  till  the  breaking  out 
of  a  rebellion  in  astrabad. 

TO  return  to  my  narrative.  The  .Persians  often  took  particular 
notice  of  the  air  of  my  countenance,  perhaps  imagining  that  I 
had  fome  apprehenhons  of  the  approaching  danger.  I  told  them  that 
my  temper  difpofed  me  to  be  thoughtful  5  but  if  I  underflood  their  lan¬ 
guage,  and  could  converfe  without  an  interpreter,  I  fhould  probably  take 
a  fhare  in  every  part  of  their  difcourfe.  I  then  enquired  for  news,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  regard  to  the  rebellions  on  foot  in  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
and  if  it  was  true  that  the  lesgees  had  taken  derbend,  as  was  report¬ 
ed.  This  was  touching  them  on  a  very  tender  firing,  and  n  a  seer  aga 
anfwered  haflily,  We  do  not  talk  of  thofe  things.”  The  anfwer  how¬ 
ever  made  no  other  impreflion  on  me,  than  that  he  was  reflrained  by 
fome  prudential  reafon. 

Gn  the  8th.  The  carriers  pretended  they  mufl  have  camels  as  well  as 
horfes  to  convey  my  caravan,  and  demanded  money  of  me,  to  be  ad¬ 
vanced  them  on  account,  that  they  might  go  among  the  neighbouring 
TURKOMAN  TARTARS  to  buy  camels ;  but  I  did  not  chufe  to  comply 
with  their  requefl.  Other  expedients  were  alfo  made  ufe  of,  as  if  intended 
purpofely  to  delay  my  departure.  Some  of  the  townfmen  again  demand¬ 
ed  of  me  to  open  my  bales,  and  fell  them  fome  pieces  of  cloth  5  but  this 
by  no  means  fuited  my  purpofe,  and  I  rather  chofe  to  make  feveral  of 
them  prefents  of  2  t  gaz  ®  of  cloth,  which  is  the  meafure  they  ufually  take 
for  a  coat.  Abdallah  beg,  the  governor’s  brother,  was  the  mofl  im¬ 
portunate  for  cloth,  though  he  had  the  leafl  occalion  for  it,  having  lofl  his 
eyes  for  confederating  with  riza  kouli  myrza'",  who  attempted  to 
-deflroy  the  king  his  father  two  years  before  this  time. 

®  A  PERSIAN  meafure  of  40  inches.  This  prince  was  blinded  by  nadi  r  j  but  abdallah 

•B-EG,  it  was  faid,  by  the  compliment  which  his  own  father  made  to  nadir,  by  accufing  his  own 
Jon,  in  order  to  be  on  a  level  with  the  shah  i  but  I  apprehend  he  was  really  guilty. 

,Naseer 


I 


Chap.  XXIX.  THE  HISTORY  OF,  &c.  187 

Naseer  AG  a  returning  again  to  vifit  me,  I  complained  to  him  of  the  trifl¬ 
ing  conduct  of  the  carriers  and  camel-drivers ;  he  acknowledged  it  was  fo, 
adding,  that  the  word  of  the  lower  fort  of  his  countrymen  was^  not  to  be 
depended  upon  ^  and  therefore  he  would  not  recommend  to  me  any 
PERSIAN  as  a  fervant,  agreeable  to  the  requeffc  I  had  before  made  him. 
He  again  took  notice  to  me,  in  a  particular  manner,  of  the  ferious  air  of 
my  countenance,  infomuch  that  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  make  a  reply  to 
to  this  effedt :  “  I  obferve.  Sir,  you  have  mentioned  this  fubjed  to  me 
more  than  once  ;  you  are  the  bed  judge  of  my  looks ;  but  I  think  my 
“  countenance  is  more  in  fault  than  my  heart.  It  is  true,  I  am  a  little 
“  mortified  to  fee  myfelf  trifled  with,  as  if  the  townfmen  did  not  defign  I 
“  fhould  ever  get  from  hence ;  but  if  you  mean  to  admonifh  me,  I  take  it 
“  in  good  part ;  and  fhall  readily  grant,  “  that  a  merry  heart  maketh  a  chear- 
“  ful  countenance.”  Joy  is  as  effential  to  the  happinefs  of  man  as  oil  to 
“  the  flame  j  a  principle  which  will  prove  the  befl  prefervative  againfl  the 
“  miferies  of  life.  Every  part  of  nature  feems  to  rejoice  :  The  animal, 
“  and  even  the  vegetable  world,  proclaim  a  joy  in  their  exiflence :  how 
‘‘  much  more  ought  man  to  exult  in  the  comforts,  the  pleafures,  the  glo- 
‘‘  ries  of  the  vifible  world  ;  and  to  triumph  in  the  contemplation  of  his 
“  own  immortality  ?  But  is  not  a  ferious  turn  of  mind  effential  to  that 
contemplation  ? 

“  The  appearance  of  the  countenance  will  generally  follow  the  turn  of 
mind,  allowing  for  health,  and  the  peculiar  air  of  the  face.  But  a  flow  of 
fpirits  feems  to  be  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  fupport  the  heart  in  a  habit 
of  joy.  The  man  of  a  good  underflanding,  whofe  fpirits  flow  brifkly, 
“  is  bell  qualified  to  think  juflly,  efpecially  if  from  the  earliefl  part  of  his 
“  life  he  is  fet  in  the  paths  of  virtue  j  but  thefe  advantages  feldom  meet  in 
‘‘  one  and  the  fame  perfon.  We  generally  iind,  that  a  mediocrity  of  fpirits, 
“  is  the  greatefl  friend  to  an  innocent  lifej  and  innocence  is  the  parent  of  that 
“  contentment  which  lays  a  good  foundation,  if  it  does  not  conflitute  the 
“  effence^  of  joy.”  The  old  man  now  looked  ferioufly  himfelf  j  he  was 
in  labour  with  an  important  fecret,  in  which  I  was  intimately  concerned, 
though  he  dared  not  to  tell  me  of  it. 
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Soon  after  this  conveifation  two  Russian  flaves  were  offered  to  me  for 
Tale  j  I  had  no  occafion  for  them,  nor  could  I  attempt  their  redemption 
out  of  charity  ;  I  defired  however  to  be  informed  of  their  misfortunes. 
They  told  me  they  had  been  taken  when  young  by  the  ousbegs,  and  fold 
to  the  TURKUMANS.  They  had  ferved  in  the  expedition  of  beckawitz 
the  GEORGIAN  prince,  whofe  ftory  deferves  a  place  in  this  journal,  as 
it  ferves  to  fhow  the  great  difficulty,  if  not  abfolute  impoffibility  of 
extending  a  trade  among  fo  perfidious  and  barbarous  a  people  as  the 

TARTARS. 

Peter  the  great,  amidft  all  his  fuccefles  in  war,  did  not  negledt  the 
purfuit  of  commerce.  He  had  already  made  a  furvey  of  the  Caspian, 
and  formed  a  defign  of  extending  his  conquefl:  beyond  samarcand,  fo 
far  at  lead:  as  to  fecure  the  lapis  lazuli,  which  is  found  in  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  He  had  alfo  flattered  himfelf  with  the  expectation  of  difco- 
vering  fome  mine  of  gold.  In  the  valley  of  sogd  is  a  river,  whofe  fands 
abound  with  gold  duft,  which  the  Persians,  as  likewife  the  ousbegs, 
and  other  neighbouring  tartars,  often  gather.  Persia  being  at  this 
time  ^  in  great  confufion  by  the  indolence  of  shah  sultan  hussein  j 
and  PETER  thinking  a  fmall  regular  force  fufficient  for  that  purpofe,  fent 
3000  men  to  reconnoitre  this  country.  There  was  a  Circassian  prince, 
who,  to  avoid  the  miferies  of  hussein’s  reign,  had  fled  into  Russia  with 
his  treafure  and  family.  This  prince  foon  died,  and  his  fon,  named 
ALEXANDER  BECKAWITZ,  married  into  one  of  the  greatefl:  families  in  that 
empire.  He  was  now  chofen  by  the  emperor  peter  to  command  in  this 
enterprize,  as  well  on  account  of  the  bravery  of  the  Georgians,  as  the 
particular  knowledge  this  prince  was  fuppofed  to  have  had  of  the  tartars. 

Befides  the  perpetual  haraflfments  which  the  tartars  ufually  give  a 
regular  army,  during  a  long  and  laborious  march,  they  often  burn  up 
the  grafs,  and  fpoil  the  water  j  therefore  to  render  the  way  to  khieva 
fhorter  as  well  as  fafer,  peter  ordered  a  fort  to  be  built  at  cape 
KARAGANSKoi,  which  lies  on  the  north-eafl:  coafl:  of  the  Caspian 
fea.  This  being  done  without  any  interruption,  by  means  of  the  ffiells 
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and  ftones  found  at  that  place,  and  magazines  being  prepared,  becka- 
WITZ  ventured  on  his  intended  difcovery. 


Being  arrived  near  khieva,  the  ousbegs  formed  a  great  body  to 
oppofe  him  ;  but  as  he  had  a  good  field  artillery  they  did  not  chufe  to 
attack  him ;  on  the  contrary  they  accepted  his  prefents,  and  promifed  him 
water  and  provifions  at  a  time  when  his  army  was  greatly  diftreficd.  Af¬ 
ter  receiving  the  moft  folemn  afiiirances  of  the  friendlhip  and  protecflion 
of  the  ousBEG  TARTARS ;  he  was  induced  to  divide  his  forces  into  bo¬ 
dies  of  2  or  300;  thefe  treacherous  friends  pretending  that  by  this  means  they 
could  fupply  them  with  provifions,  and  enable  them  to  return  home  with 
fafety.  Having  thus  obtained  their  point,  they  fell  on  the  deluded  Rus¬ 
sians,  who  became  'an  eafy  prey. 


This  unhappy  prince  whom  neceffity  or  inexperience  had  drawn  into 
this  fnare,  was  one  of  the  firfl:  that  fell  a  facrifice  to  their  perfidious  bar¬ 
barity.  He  was  brought  before  the  tent  of  the  khan  of  khieva,  and  a 
fcarlet  cloth  being  fpread  on  the  ground,  as  a  fignal  of  death  ;  they  or¬ 
dered  him  to  kneel  down :  but  he  refufed  to  comply,  fo  that  inftead  of  fuf- 
fering  the  eafy  death  of  lofing  his  head  with  a  firoke  of  a  fabre,  he  was 
hacked  on  the  legs,  and  butchered  in  the  mofl  barbarous  manner.  As 
to  the  forces  who  had  been  under  his  command,  many  were  put  to  death ; 
fome  remained  as  flaves  5  and  others  retained  in  their  fervice,  efpecially 
the  muficians,  and  thofe  who  belonged  to  the  artillery,  whom  they  found 
of  ufe  in  their  fubfequent  wars. 


To  refume  my  own  (lory.  The  9th,  I  was  again  honoured  with  a 
numerous  levy,  more  againfi:  my  will  than  minifiers  of  date  ufually  be¬ 
hold  a  number  of  fuitors  whom  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  gratify  ^  for 
thefe  vifits  anfwered  no  other  purpofe  than  to  take  up  my  time.  But  what 
furprized  me  moft,  was  that  the  menial  feryants,  and  feveral  of  the  com¬ 
mon  people,  were  admitted  to  croud  round  the  aivan  ",  and  be  privy  to 
the  converfation.  This  was  the  lefs  agreeable  to  me,  as  their  condudt 
had  given  them  no  title  to  the  knowledge  of  my  defigns.  I  liad  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  obferving,  that  perfons  of  the  beft  quality  among  them  were  very  ig- 

•=  The  largell  apartment  in  the  Persian  houfes,  which  is  open  on  one  fide, 
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norant  of  the  affairs  of  Europe  :  one  of  the  moR  intelligent  having  heard 
of  the  fatal  catadrophe  which  happened  the  preceding  fummer  to  feveral 
perfons  of  diftindtion  in  Russia,  inquired  if  they  were  punifhed  for  being 
of  the  PERSIAN  party  j  though  I  believe  no  fuch  party  exifted  in  Russia, 

On  the  loth.  A  frefli  difficulty  now  arofe,  for  our  camel-drivers  al- 
ledged  that  they  could  not  keep  company  with  the  horfes ;  and  therefore 
they  muft  fet  out  two  or  three  days  before.  I  knew  not  how  to  recon¬ 
cile  myfelf  to  the  thoughts  of  feparating  my  company :  however,  the 
importunity  of  naseer  aga,  and  the  pretended  neceffity  of  the  thing, 
induced  me  to  confent.  Accordingly  I  delivered  40  bales,  the  loads  of 
ten  camels,  and  fixed  my  own  departure  with  the  remainder  of  the  cara¬ 
van  for  the  14th.  I  fent  an  Armenian  fervant  to  attend  the  camels,  and 
appointed  a  certain  rendezvous,  which  was  on  the  other  fide  of  the  moffc 
difficult  paffes  in  the  mountains.  On  the  12th,  I  made  a  vifit  to  the 
governor,  who  was  much  lefs  courteous  to  me  than  he  had  hitherto  been, 
and  appeared  perplexed  in  his  thoughts.  It  was  faid,  that  he  was  provid¬ 
ing  horfes  to  fend  the  king’s  treafure  confiding  of  iy,ooo  crowns  to  cas¬ 
ein  j  he  now  told  me  he  was  fo  bare  of  foldiers,  he  could  not  fpare  me 
more  than  one.  This  flartled  me,  for  I  was  previoufly  determined  to  have 
demanded  a  greater  number  than  he  had  at  firft  appointed  me  j  efpecially 
as  I  was  obliged  to  feparate  my  company  j  however  I  could  not  make  a- 
ny  impreffions  on  him.  It  feemed  to  me  ftrange,  that  a  caravan  of  17,000 
crowns  in  money  fhould  require  fo  great  a  guard,  and  that  to  one  of 
30,000  crowns  in  cloth,  a  fingle  foldier  was  fufficient.  I  was  ignorant 
of  the  fecret,  and  my  ignorance  conflituted  my  happinefs  at  that  time.  I 
took  my  leave  of  the  governor,  defiring  him  to  continue  me  under  his 
protedlion,  and  affift  me  with  his  advice,  in  any  article  he  might  think  ne- 

The  14th,  My  firft  detachment  departed.  I  intending  to  follow  them 
immediately,  and  had  prepared  kedgavays  ;  thefe  are  a  kind  of  covered 
chairs,  which  the  Persians  hang  over  camels  in  the  manner  of  panniers, 
and  are  big  enough  for  one  perfon  to  fit  in.  By  this  means  I  could  ac¬ 
commodate  any  of  my  company  if  they  fliould  happen  to  fall  fick,  and 
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provide  for  my  own  fecurity  againft  the  extremity  of^ie  cold.  At  length  •. 
by  the  interpofition  of  n  a  seer  aga,  I  obtained  a  promife  from  the  go-  - 
vernor,  that  two  foldiers  fhould  accompany  the  firfl:  detachment  of  my 
caravan.  The  next  day  in  the  evening  they  fet  lights  at  the  head  and  ^ 
feet  of  the  graves  of  their  departed  friends,  round  which  they  led  fheep  ■ 
by  the  horns,  in  commemoration  of  abraham’s  offering  up  his  fon  is- 
MAEL  j-  for  they  do  not  allow  it  was  Isaac, 


I  was  now  preparing  to  leave  this  city,  the  firfl  I  had  feen  in  Persia,  , 
and  of  which  I  had  received  very,  difagreeable  impreffions.  Whilft  I  was  - 
giving  the  neceffary  orders,  my  friend  naseer  aga  came  to  acquaint 
me  that  it  was  not  a  lucky  hour,  and  therefore  I  inufl  not  depart.  I . 
told  him  if  he  had  no  other  reafon,  that  I  was  one  of  thofe  chriflians  • 
who  do  not  regard  lucky  hours,  but  depending  on  that  good  providence  ‘ 
which  at  all  times  governs  the  world,  I  begged  I  might  be  permitted  to  ■ 
depart.  He  replied  in  a  very  definitive  manner,  that  I  mufl  not  fet  out. 

I  thought  it  proper  to  fubmit,  from  the  affurance  I  had  always  received  of 
the  integrity  of  his  intentions,  though  I  *  imputed  this  repugnance  to  hiff  . 
fuperflition. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  XXX. 

J1  rebellion  breaks  out  in  the  province  of  astrabad.  The  author  is  in 
diflrefs.  A  prayer,  The  city  taken ^  and  the  caravan  defgned  for  me- 
scHED  plundered, 

The  1 5th  of  January  1744,  the  difmal  fcene  now  began  to  difclofeit- 
felfj  for  NASEER  AGA  had  hardly  left  me  when  I  heard  the  hoarfe 
found  of  trumpets:  this  was  an  alarm  to  call  in  the  neighbouring  inhabitants, 
and  to  bring  their  cattle  with  them.  The  Ihops  were  ordered  to  be  Ihut  up, 
and  the  townfmen  to  repair  to  the  walls,  to  put  them  in  a  condition  of  de¬ 
fence.  I  now  began  to  recoiled:  a  thoufand  incidents  which  difcoveredthe  play 
which  was  about  to  be  aded ;  but  it  was  in  vain  to  wifli  myfelf  on  board 
fhip,  or  to  entertain  melancholy  thoughts  of  this  commercial  projed.  Na- 
SEER  AGA  returned  immediately,  and  advifed  me  to  fend  for  my  fliip, 
acknowledging  that  he  thought  we  were  all  in  danger  from  the  rebellion 
which  had  broke  out  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city.  This  propofal 
however  could  not  be  put  in  execution ;  for  the  fhip  was  then  either  at 
ENZELLEE  or  DERBEND.  I  defired  him  to  fend  for  my  ten  camel-loads 
vof  cloth  already  on  the  road  to  be  returned  into  the  city  3  but  he  told 
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me,  that  no  perfon  was  admitted  to  go  out  of  the  gates.  The  governor 
being  apprehenfive  of  a  confederacy  within  the  walls,  as  well  as  that 
which  was  already  formed  without,  ordered  a  ftrong  guard  to  patrol  the 
ftreets. 

The  fecret  now  came  out,  that  mahommed  hassan  beg,  whom  I  ‘ 
have  already  obferved,  to  have  been  under  the  governor’s  infpeeflion,  had  5 
left  the  city  fome  days  before,  and  now  appeared  in  arms  at  the  head  of 
a  party  of  khajars  %  with  an  auxiliary  body  of  turkuman  tartars. 
MAHOMMED  KHAN  ^  BEG  and  SADoc  AGA,  the  two  young  men  of  dif- 
tindlion,  who  were  with  the  governor  when  I  went  firft  to  fee  him,  had  1 
joined  mahommed  hassan  beg,  unanimoufly  declaring  that  they  meant  t 
to  polTefs  themfelves  of  the  city,  of  the  king’s  treafure,  and  particularly  ' 
of  my  caravan ;  and  the  better  to  delude  themfelves,  and  the  unhappy  ’ 
townfmen,  they  gave  out  that  the  shah  was  dead. 

The  1 6th,  Mahommed  zamon  beg  the  governor  fent  two  couriers  ' 
into  KHORASAN  to  bring  forces  to  his  afliftance.  At  the  fame  time  he  • 
ordered  ten  foldiers  to  guard  the  ten  camels  loaded  with  my  cloth  back  in¬ 
to  the  city  j  this  however  was  but  an  idle  expedient,  as  the  enemy  was  > 
already  poffeffed  of  all  the  avenues,  and  the  goods  actually  lodged  in  a  ■- 
village  the  property  of  mahommed  khan  beg.  The  only  comfort 
which  naseer  aga  now  gave  us,  was,  that  whilft  he  lived  they  fhould  > 
not  touch  our  lives.  He  had  been  one  of  the  chief  advifers  of  Mr.  el- 
ton,  a  few  months  before,  to  attempt  this  rout  to  mesched,  which  in-  • 
'deed  was  according  to  the  original  plan,  as  already  mentioned*'.  The 
old  man  was  now  perfedlly  fenfible  of  the  dangers  which  threatened  ‘ 
us.  The  refpedt  which  had  been  always  fliewn  him  by  mahommed  has¬ 
san  BEG,  and  his  thoughtlefs  followers,  who  had  embarked  in  this  defpe- 
rate  enterprize,  induced  him  to  venture  among  them,  and  to  endeavour 
to  dilTuade  thern  from  fo  rafli  and  perilous  an  undertaking :  They  fulfer- 
ed  him  to  return,'  but  he  made  not  any  impreffion  on  them.  Hitherto  ' 
he  had  appeared  undaunted  ^  but  now  fpoke  fhort,  and  was  impatient  of 

»  The  inhabitants  of  this  province  are  fo  called.  *  Khan  is  here  a  name,  though  otherwife 

underftood  as  a  title.  «  See  p.  co. 
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being  queftioned.  His  whole  mind  and  perfon  looked  difturbed,  as  if 
■he  was  that  night  to  render  up  his  accounts  for  all  his  paft  life  5  and  for 
.the  years  that  had  rendered  his  beard  fo  venerably  hoary. 

A  befieged  city  incapable  of  defence,  a  faithlefs  and  weak  garrifon,  were 
things  as  new  to  me,  as  Persia  and  Persians  ;  but  the  notion  I  had  en¬ 
tertained  of  the  TURKOMAN  TARTARS,  and  their  barbarity  of  manners,, 
made  the  worft  impreffion  on  me.  I  did  not  conceive  what  pupofe  it  would 
anfwer  for  them  to  commit  any  violence  on  my  perfon,  for  it  could  not 
conceal  their  robbery  5  nor  had  I  any  apprehenfion  their  rebellion  could  be 
fupported  ;  but  the  report  was,  that  they  would  put  us  to  the  fword.  My 
attendants  recommended  my  difguihng  myfelf  in  a  Persian  habit  5  but  I 
chofe  to  remain  in  my  proper  fliape  and  charader,  which  I  could  fup- 
port  much  better.  Reports  now  crowded  on  each  other,  that  the  rebel 
army  had  advanced  within  a  Ihort  diftance^  fo  that  the  governor  and  na- 
SEER  AGA,  jealous  of  their  own  fafety,  and  of  the  impoffibility  of  de¬ 
fending  the  city,  difguifed  themfelves  in  the  habits  of  peafants,  and 
mounting  on  horfeback,  each  behind  a  real  peafant,  made  their  efcape 
in  the  night. 

The  diftrefs  and  mifery  in  which  thefe  infatuated  people  were  involv¬ 
ing  themfelves,  feemed  to  me  the  moft  interefling  fubjedt.  Thofe  who 
were  not  difpofed  to  rebellipn,  now  curfed  me  as  the  caufe  of  the  evils 
they  forefaw  >  alledging  that  if  I  had  not  brought  fo  valuable  a  caravan  to 
ASTRABAD,  the  people  had  not  rebelled.  Perhaps  I  was  an  inftrument  of 
providence  in  the  chaftifement  of  thefe  unhappy  men,  but  1  had  nothing 
to  reproach  myfelf  with  on  this  account  ^  and  in  this  general  calamity  I 
knew  not  in  how  great  a  degree  I  might  partake,  and  therefore  thought 
it  neceflary  to  prepare  for  all  events.  The  flattering  expectation  I  had 
entertained,  that  as  the  enemy  had  no  artillery,  the  town  might  be  eaflly 
defended  till  fuccour  fliould  be  brought,  induced  me  to  lay  in  a  quantity 
of  provifion  5  but  this  was  vain  j  we  had  nothing  left  but  to  receive  our 
conquerors,  and  fubmit  to  their  pleafure. 


In 
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In  the  evening  I  retired  to  my  apartment  to  indulge  my  own  medita¬ 
tions,  not  forgetting  my  ordinary  pradiice  of  writing.  Without  the  ai- 
fiftance  of  my  pen  I  could  not  trace  out  the  whole  connexion  of  my 
tlioughts,  nor  properly  digeft  them^  and  the  occalion  was  now  very  im¬ 
portant.  What  I  lind  in  my  journal  is  to  this  eifedt,  and  'pretty  near  the 
fame  words. 

‘‘  O  beneficent  father,  thou  tender  parent  and  univerfal  lord  of  all! 

'I  befeech  thee  to  hear  the  prayer  which  in  the  deepeR  humiliation  of 
‘‘  my  foul  I  now  make  before  thee. 


"  “  O  god!  whom  have  I  to  trufi;  in,  but  thee  :  thou  haft  been  my  fuc- 
cour  through  all  the  perils  and  vicifiitudes  of  my  life,  even  from  my  mo- 
ther’s  breaft.  If  it  is  thy  good  pleafure  yet  to.preferve  my  life;  let 
all  my  future  hopes,  and  all  my  wifiies,  center  in  thee  alone ;  let  the 
remembrance  of  all  thy  mercies  infpire  my  mind  with  the  moft”  ardent 
love,  the  moft  exalted  gratitude;  Jet  the  tender  laws  of  humanity 
ever  poftefs  my  foul,  and  render  me  acceptable  in  thy  fight,  through 
“  the  merits  of  thy  dear  son,  who  died  to  redeem  the  world. 


But  if  thy  gracious  providence  has  ordained  that  my  life  be  now 
brought  to  an  end  by  thefe  untlfinking  men,  thy  will  be  done.  Averts 
“  O  lord,  the  deftrudion  that  threatens  them,  and  lay  not  my  blood  to 
“  their  charge.  ,  •  ■  '  . 


‘‘  I  tremble,  O  lord,-''at'  thy  juftice;  but  thy  goodnefs  -and  paternal 
‘‘  love,  thy  tender,,  boundlefs  mercy  is  extended  to  all  thy  works:  fuffer 
‘‘  me  not  to  perilli.  And  thou,  my  redeemer,  who  cameft  into  the  world 
f‘'to  fave  finners,  I  grafp  thy  blelfed  feet.  O,  rejedl  me  not,  rejedt  me 
‘‘  not,  thou  GOD  of  mercy ;  let  my  remembrance  of  thy  life  and  fuffer- 
y  ings,  thy  agonies  and  ignonftnious  death  for  the  fins  of  mankind,  now 
“fuppoft  and  fecure.me  in  thy  favour;  and  by  thy  refurredlion  and  af- 
cenfion,  by  thy  ever- prevailing  merits  and  interceflion  at  .the  tlirone  of 
‘‘  the  almighty,  procure  that  pardon,  without  which  I  am  undone. 


VoL,  I. 
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O  omnlfcient  father,  who  knoweft  all  the  circumftances  of  human 
life,  and  the  evils  to  which  it  is  expofed :  Thou  who  knoweft  the 
“  fecrets  of  men’s  hearts,  and  all  their  inmoft  thoughts,  I  befeech  thee 
“  call  to  mind  the  laborious,  though  imperfed;  fliuggles  of  my  life  to 
fubdue  myfelf  to  a  fincere  obedience  to  thy  laws,  a?  the  fupreme  obje<fl: 
‘‘  of  my  wilhes.  If  I  have  done  any  thing  acceptable  in  thy  fight,  O 
“  remember  it  in  thy  infinite  goodnefs  and  compafTion,  whiljfi  thy  mercy 
“  erafes  all  record  of  the  numberlefs  follies,  and  infirmities  of  my  Mfei 
“  and  of  all  the  offences  I  have  been  guilty  of  againfi:  thee. 

■  Support  me,  O  lord  of  mercy,  in  the  remembrance  of  that  boundlefs 
“  favour  and  tender  love,  which  thou  haft  fhewn  to  all  the  fons  of  men, 
“  through  all  ages  of  the  world. 

“  Enable  me,  O  blefied  lord,  to  fix  my  heart  on  thee.  Let  no  objed 
**  din  rad  my  mind,  or  weaken  my  attention.  Awe  me  with  fear,  and 
prevent  my  prefumptuous  thoughts  j  yet  fill  my  heart  with  an  entire 
**  confidence  in  thy  mercy ;  warm  it  with  a  feraphic  fire,  and  prepare  my 
“  fpirit  for  thy  tremendous  prefence. 

r  “  If  it  is  thy  will  that  I  now  render  back  this  vital  heat  and  motion, 
**  which  fprang  from  thee,  great  author  of  life,  and  fupporter  of  this  fhi- 
pendous  v/orld  !  If  my  hour  is  come,  G  fuccour  me  in  tlie  fecret  paths 
“  of  death  ;  and  thou,  O  blefied  redeemer  of  the  world,  receive  me  in- 
“  to  the  glory  thou  haft  prepared  for  thy  fervants.’* 

I  had  ordered  a  watch  to  be  kept  all  night,  that  I  might  not  be  fur- 
prized  j  and  after  employing' myfelf  in  as  proper  a  manner  as  I  could  up¬ 
on  fo  interefting  an  occafion  till  1 1  j  I  fiept  till'  4  in  the  morning.  I  was 
then  awakened  by  a  brifk,  but  irregular  difcKarge  of  mufquetry.  A  fi- 
lence  enfued,  from  whence  I  concluded  the  city’ was  delivered  up  to  m'a- 
HOMMED  HASAN  BEG,  and,  to  my  great  comfort,  it  proved  fo  :  had 
5iny  fruitlefs  refi fiance  been  made,  the  befiegers  would  probably  have 
carried  things  to  the  greater  extremities.  As  I  heard  no  tumult,  I  flattered 
myfelf  that  the  rebels  would  not  proceed  to  any  flaughter,  and  that  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  my  merchandize  would  content  them.  The  17th,  mahommed 

HASSAN 


Chap.  XXX.  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ASTRABAD.  197 

HASS  AN  BEG  110  fooncr  entered,  the  town,  tlian  he  fought  for  mahom- 
MED  ZAMON  BEG  the  late  governor,  for  Jiis  father  mahommed  husse  i 
KHAN  had  fome  years  before  delivered  fatey  ali  khan,  the  father 
of  the  prefent  rebel  chief,  to  nadir,  by  whom  he  'was  put  to  death : 
the  governor  however  had  been  too  fenfible  of  his  danger  to  wait  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  rebels. 

\  Noife  and  merriment  feemed  necelTary  to  fupport  the  fpirks  of  thofc 
W’ho  had  embarked  in  this  defperate  enterprize.  They  feized  the  city- 
drums,  and  a  large  party  went  about  beating  them  and  hollowing:  at  the 
fame  time  they  drove  before  them  the  calenter  and  another  perfon, 
both  naked,  and  demanded  the  shah’s  treafure,  which  mahommed  za- 
MON  BEG  had  carefully  concealed  before  his  departure. 

It  was  now  my  turn  to  receive  a  vifit  from  them,  and  hear  my  fate. 
Sadoc  aga,  who  was  appointed  a  general  with  mahommed  khan 
BEG,  both  young  men  of  more  fire  than  judgment,  headed  a  party  of  14 
armed  perfons  of  the  beft  diftindtion  among  them,  and  came  to  my  houfe. 

'  I  had  colleded  my  fervants  in  one  room,  from  whence  I  fent  a  little  boy  a 
fervant,  who  underflood  the  Turkish  language,  which  is  mofi:  known  to 
the  khajars,  to  condud;  thefe  hoftile  vifiters  to  us,  and  to  tell  them, 
that  as  We  were  at  their  mercy,  we  hoped  they  would,  treat  us  with  hu¬ 
manity.  They  immediately  entered,  and  alTured  us,  they  did  not  mean 
to  hurt  us ;  on  the  contrary,  that  as  foon  as  their  government  was 
eftablifhed,  they  would  pay  me  for  my  goods.  They  demanded  at  the  fame 
time  where  they  were  lodged ;  and  informed  me  that  the  40  bales,  \yhich 
I  had  fent  out  of  the  town  fome  days  before,  were  already  in  tlieif  pof- 
fefiion.  MAHOMMED  khan  BEG  then  demanded  my  purfe,  which*  I 
^had  prepared  with  about  thirty  crowns  in  gold  and  filver  :  he  contented 
himfelf  for  the  prefent  with  counting  it,  and  then  returned  it  to  me, 
demanding  if  I  had  any  more  j  for  that  it  would  be  the  worfe  for  me  if  I  > 
4:oncealed  any.  I  thought  it  warrantable  however  to  make  an  evafive  anfwcr, 

'  Sirdar. 

though 

’T',  t>i  i'.liT 


*  Town-clerk  and  colleflor  of  the  city,  who  afted  as  fub  governor. 
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though  it  was  a  true  one  as  to  the  fact  ;  viz.  that  all  the  town  knew  ve- 

C>  ; 

ry  well  I  had  been  fearching  for  money  in  exchange  for  my  bill  on 
Mr.  ELTON,  not  having  fufficient  to  convey  my  caravan  to  mesched. 
As  gold  can  purchafe  any  thing  except  virtue  and  health,  underftanding 
and  beauty,  I  thought  it  might  now  adminifter  to  our  fafety.  I  thereforc- 
referved  a  purfe  of  160  crowns  in  gold ;  apprehending  that  the  Ikilful  appli¬ 
cation  of  it  might  ward  off  the  danger  which  threatened  us;  but  I  after¬ 
wards  found  that  our  fecurity  was  in  our  fuppofed  poverty ;  for  in  near  three 
weeks  didrefs  I  durff  not  fliew  a  fingle  piece  of  gold,  much  lefs  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  I  had  faved  any  money. 

T  had  here  an  opportunity  to  conhder  the  admirable  leffons  of  morality, 
wliich  the  mahommedans  teach  by  example  and  practice,  whilff  the 
chridians  hold  the  theory  in  great  veneration.  A  mahommedan,  who 
is  a  general  to-day,  and  a  common  foldier  to-morrow,  fays,  it  is  the 
WILL  OF  GOD.  Far  from  laying  violent  hands  on  himfelf,  he  thinks  it 
at  lead  as  honourable  to  fubmit,  and  diew  obedience  to  the  decrees  of 
heaven,  as  he  did  in  the  meridian  of  his  powet,  to  obey  the -commands 
of  his  fovereign. 

*  r 

Finding  things  conducted  with  fome  appearance  of  judice,  I  now 
turned  my  thoughts  on  the  klndnefs  of  providence  in  bringing  this  event 
about  in  the  city,  rather  than  upon  the  road,  where  it  was  highly  im¬ 
probable  I  drould  have  received  fuch  gentle  treatment.  My  drooping 
fpirits  revived,  and  I  conddered  how  bed  to  extricate  myfelf.  I  was 
now  more  than  ever  inclined  to  that  opinion,  that  the  mind  of  man  is  fd^ 
forrhed  as  naturally  to  employ  itfelf  in  the  purfuit  of  pleafure,  and  that  it’s 
operations,  when  they  have  their  true  biafs,  have  always  a  repug¬ 
nancy  to  pain.  Upon  the  fame  principle  it  will  turn  itfelf  from  a  view 
of  the  evils  of  life,  and  fly  off,  as  it  were,  on  the  wings  of  reflgnatioh 
and  hope  to  a  fcene  of  comfort  and  delight.  Sorrow,  which  is  not  in 
In  it’s  final  iffue  productive  of  joy,  feems  to  belong  to  man,  only  as  his 
reafon  becomes  obfcured  by  accidents,  that  is,  by  an  irreligious  or  melan¬ 
choly  difpofition.  The  faviour  of  mankind,  though  perfeCt,  was  indeed 
a  man  of  furrows,  and  acquainted  with  grief  F’  but  it  w^as  for  the  fins 
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of  the  world  for  which  he  mourned ;  his  forrows  are  changed  into  ever- 
lafting  joy,  and  were  intended  to  change  ours  alfo  into  a  happy  immorta- 
tality.  Thus  the  goodnefs  of  the  great  lord  of  nature  is  obvious  to  a  de¬ 
gree  of  amazement ;  for  if  by  a  natural  propenfity  of  the  foul  we  turn 
from  forrow  and  the  evils  of  life,  and  fix  the  mind  on  the  remedies  of 
thofe  evils ;  and  if  there  is  no  evil  but  religion  points  out  the  remedy  al¬ 
fo  ;  even  when  we  are  furrounded  with  bitter  calamities  j  what  confolation 
might  not  this  afford?  What  joy  can  exceed  that,  of  adling  under  the 
care  and  protecftion  of  the  tender  parent  of  mankind,  who  can  no 
more  mean  to  hurt  us  unoffending,  than  he  can  ceafe  his  own  cxifience  j 
nor  can  he,  without  trials,  give  us  an  opportunity  of  virtue ;  nor  without 
virtue,  is  it  confifient  to  imagine  we  are  the  objedls  of  his  love.  Happy 
were  it  for  the  world,  if  the  trials  of  profperity  had  ordinarily  the  fame 
ifllie  as  thofe  of  difirefs,  which  foften  the  heart  to  a  fenfe  of  obedience. 
'Ingratitude,  which  is'twin-born  with  pride,  and  the  genuine  ofi^pring  of 
the  corruption  of  human  nature,  fometimes  predominates  moft,  where 
.mofl  thanks  are  due  to  heaven;  and  this  by  the  connection  there  is  be¬ 
tween  the  gratification' of  uncorreCted  paffions  and  appetites,  and  the  means 
of  fuch  gratifications ;  fo  that  what  men  call  profperity  is  a  ,bleffing,  or  a 
curfe,  juft  as  it  is  ufed. 

With  reflections  like  thefe  1  endeavoured  to  turn  the  edge  of  this  mlf-  . 
fortune,  and  as  much  as  poflible  to  convert  it  into  an  occafion  of  good. 
The  greateft  indignity  I  had  yet  experienced,  was  that  of  being  fliut  out 
‘of  the  habitable  part  of 'my  houfe,  and  particularly  my  chamber,  and  the 
ufe  of  my  baggage  ;  my  magazine  of  merchandize,  I  had  of  courfe  given  ^ 
up.  There  was  alfo  great  reafon  to  apprehend  fome  irregular  proceedings 
from'the  foldiers,  particularly  the  Turkomans  :  1  therefore  defired  that 
‘a  guard  might  be  appointed,  not  for  the  fecurity  of  our  perfbns  only,  but 
to  preferve  from  any  violation,  the  feal  which- they  fixed  on  the  door  of 
the  warehoufe,  where  the  cloth  was  dcpofited.  They  declared  this  to  be 
a  very  reafonable  requeft,  and  immediately  gave  the  necefiary  orders. 

It  was  but  natural  to  apprehend  they  would  now  proceed  to  feme  exe¬ 
cutions  in  cold  blood;  but,  to  my  great  furyrize  and  fatisfaCtion,  1  found 
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they  had- put  only  one  man  to  death;  this  perfon,  by  a  very  fingular 
■work  of  providence,  was  a  groom  belonging  to  mahommed 
'  KHAN,  who  under  his  mafter’s  diredion,  had  been  the  a(3:ual  executioner 
of  TTEHMAs  SHAH,  their  lad  lawful  king.  This  man,  now  falling  into 
the  hands  of  thefe  rebels,  fell  alfo  a  facrifice  to  their  jud  refentments.  I 
was  greatly  furprizfed  to  obferve  with  what  facility  the  late  fubjeds  of  na¬ 
dir,  and' the  fervants  of  the  late  governor,  profefTed  an  entire  deyotioh 
to  the  mew  chief  mahommed  hassan  beg,  whom  they  dileil  Uhejr 

f  '  r.  1  .  >  • 

-KHANh 

The  1 8th,  It  was  now  very  apparent  on  what  principles  hahdGee 
-MYRZA  MAHOMMED  had  adted ;  he  was  in  the  fecret  of  the  rebellion 
from  the  time  of  my  arrival,  and  brought  me  to  the  town  under  the 
highed  profeflions  of  friendfhip,  as  a  fheep  to  the  daughter.  However 
it  was  my  bufinefs  to  difguife  my  fentiments  j  for  as  I  had  nothing  there 
to  lofe  but  my  life,  or  liberty,  I  had  nothing  elfe  to  think  of :  I  therefore 
dill  behaved  to  the  hahdgee,  as  to  one  on  whom  I  depended  5  and,  in- 
dead  of  reproaching  him,  I  entreated  of  him  to  recover  of  the  carriers  the 
money  I  had  advanced  them,  if  their  khan  would  permit  it,  alledging 
that  neither  myfelf  nor  my  fervants  could  live  upon  the  air ;  for  I  con- 
.cpaled  the  money  I  had  faved.  He  reprefented  the  cafe,  and  obtained  a  reco- 
cpyery  of  about  1 50  crowns,  part  of  which  he  returned  to  us  in  fuch 
proportions  as  he  thought  proper,  to  provide  for  the  common  necedarie.s 
of  life*  * 


CHAP.  XXXI. 

'^he  author  engages  the  friendjhip  of  the  rebel-governor,  who  holds  a  council 
^ "  about  the  divijion  of  the  plunder.  Me  is  in  danger  of  being  carried  as  a 

fave  into  tUrkumania.  astrabad. 

.  _  » 

BABAsadoc,  a  perfon  of  extraordinary  dature  and  comelinefs,  was 

now  appointed  governor  of  the  city :  the  generous  air  of  this  man’s 
countenance  was  the  very  picture  of  humanity.  As  he  had  great  authority 

.  /  <•  ■  *  '■ 
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among  the  rebels,  I  entreated  him  to  be  reftored  to  the  ufe  of  my  cham¬ 
ber  and  baggage,  having  had  no  better  lodging  the  night  before  than  a 
mat  in  my  kitchin,  which  \vas  open  to  the  air.  Befides  the  money  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  I  took  the  precaution  to  conceal  half  a  piece  of  rich 
filk,  expediing  by  this  means  to  procure  the  kindnefs  of  fome  perfon  in 
powerj  and  accordingly  I  conveyed  to  baba  sadoc,  as  the  poor  remains  of 
my  plundered  fortunes,  as  much  of  this  as  would  make  a  Persian  drefs. 
He  bid  me  be  comforted,  affured  me  that  no  harm  {hould  happen  to  me, 
and  immediately  ordered  the  feal  to  be  taken  off  my  chamber-door;  but 
at  the  fame  time  he  enjoined  me  to  obferve  the  ftridefl:  fecrefy,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  prcfent  1  had  made  him ;  for  the  chiefs  already  began  to  be 
jealous  of  each  other  about  the  divifion  of  the  fpoil ;  and  the  more  as 
they  had  not  yet  difeovered  the  shah’s  treafure.  The  19th  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  MAHOMMED  KHAN  BEG  and  SADOC  AGA,  with  a  train  of  attendants, 
came  to  my  houfe,  and  carried  off  feveral  bales,  concealing  others  in  dif¬ 
ferent  apartments,  with  a  defign  to  convey  them  away  at  night.  One  of 
the  company  expoftulated  with  them,  as  if  they  had  no  authority  for 
what  they  did :  but  they,  conlidering  themfelves  upon  an  equality  with 
their  leader,  laughed  at  the  admonition.  This  gave  me  the  flronger  ap- 
prehenfion  of  the  ruin  which  hung  over  the  heads  of  thefe  rafh  young 
men. 

>'  1 

Mahommed  khan  beg,  who  had  before  returned  me  my  purfe,  now 
demanded  it  back  with  the  fame  menacing  language.  However  I  thought 
it  neceffary  to  be  filent  upon  that  fubjedt,  having  had  already  given  him 
an  anfw^er.  Upon  this  occaHon  sadoc  aga  pointed  at  me  with  an  infult- 
ing  fmile,  defiring  his  friend  to  obferve  my  appearance,  as  if  he  meant 
to  ridicule  my  dihrefs.  About  noon  they  affembled  at  my  houfe,  where 
they  demanded  a  regular  account  of  all  my  cloth,  which  I  accordingly  de¬ 
livered  to  them.  Some  difficulties  being  flatted  with  regard- to  the  meafure; 
the  perfon  ubjedling  was  foon  filenced  by  a  general  declaration,  that  the 
..CHRISTIANS  are  very  regular,  as  well  as  jufl,  in  their  dealings. 

Mahommed  khan  beg  then  introduced  two  of  the  tOrkuman 
chiefs.  Thefe  were  the  greatefl  objedls  of  my  fear,  but  they  were  no  lefs 

fo 
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fo  of  my  contempt.  Their  habits  were  very  coarfe,  and  their  counte- 
Jiance  yet  more  hard  and  ill-favoured.  They  pulled  off  their  .boots,  and 
came  with  naked  feet  on  the  carpet,  where  they  were  received  with  great 
diflindion  by  the  khajars,  who  condudled  them  to  the  feat  of  honour, 
Mahommed  khan  beg,  turning  towards  me,  faid,  “  Thefe  are  the  pil- 
lagers  of  countries,  who  fow  devadation  where-ever  they  go:  you  may 
now  confider  them  as  your  merchants.”  The  turkumans  added, 
“  You  give  us  the  merchandize  of  the  Russians  (for  fo  they  called  us) 
“  will  you  not  give  us  the  Russians  alfo?”  To  which  feveral  of  the 
KHAJARS  replied,  particularly  baba  sadoc,  ‘‘  What  can  you  do  with 
them?”  They  anfwered,  “  They  will  do  well  to  keep  our  flieep.”  I 
was,  armed  in  a  confidence  of  fecurity  from  the  promifes  I  had  received 
of  proted:ion;  but  this  declaration  of  the  turkumans  increafed  my  im¬ 
patience  to  leave  the  city  at  fome  rate  or  other.  The  affembly  then  con- 
fulted  publicly,  and  without  the  lead  referve,  how  they  fhould  divide 
the  fpoil,  and  broke  up  feemingly  well  fatisfied  with  their  prize. 

■  The  perplexity  which  I  obferved  in  their  councils,  gave  me  very  me¬ 
lancholy  prefages  of  their  approaching  fate.  I  had  the  fatisfadtion  at  the 
fame  time  of  thinking  there  was  the  lefs  danger  of  their  conquering  all 
the  fouthern  coafl  of  the  Caspian,  and  confequently  that  the  English 
fadlory  at  ghilan  might  efcape  falling  into  their  hands. 

'  The  governor  of  the  next  province  of  mazanderan  had  been  in  con¬ 
federacy  with  themj  but  upon  their  inviting  him  to  take  arms,  he  re¬ 
turned  for  anfwer,  “  That  they  might  fleep  in  the  bed  which  they  had 
“  made.”  My  great  anxiety  was  in  what  manner  I  fhould  get  out  of  their 
hands.  I  was  firmly  of  opinion,  that  their  reign  could  be  only  for  a  few 
weeks 5  and  that  either-  the  city  would  be  belieged  by  the  shah’s  forces, 
and  the  inhabitants  put  to  the  fword,  or  the  rebels  would  be  beat  in  the 
field.  But  every  way  I  faw  danger  j  for  if  they  left  the  city  behind  them, 
they  might,  in  their  retreat  to  the  deferts  of  turkumania,  carry  us  off 
with  every  thing  they  could  find and  even  if  they  fucceeded,  the  Turko¬ 
man  party  and  intereft  would  increafe,  and  I  fhould  be  carried  a  Have  into 
their  barbarous  country.  ' 
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.  The  PERSIANS  and  khajars,  who  had  a  higher  fenfe  of  honour  and 
humanity,  knew  that  whatever  motives  might  induce  them  to  rebel  a- 
gainft  their  fovereign,  they  had  no  right  to  rob  me.  Hence  they  expref- 
fed  an  anxious  concern  for  my  fecurity,  and  charged  me  very  Rridtly  to 
conceal  myfelf  as  much  as  poffible  from  the  turkumans.  Mahommed 
HASSAN  himfelf  feemed  defirous  to  fave  us  from  any  further  misfor¬ 
tune,  and  promifed  to  grant  us  a  paffport.  In  times  of  intefline  com¬ 
motions  the  country  abounds  with  flying  parties  of  robbers ;  moreover, 
the  peafants  of  mazanderan  were  expeded  to  be  in  arms;  fo  that 
HAHDGEE  MYRZA  MAHOMMED,  into  whofe  hands  neceflity  had  obliged 
me  to  throw  myfelf,  reprefented  the  great  hazard  we  fliould  be  expofed 
to  in  attempting  to  return  to  ghilan  ;  for  which  reafon  he  recommend- 
•  ed  our  retiring  to  fome  fecret  place  in  the  neighbouring  mountains,  where 
the  PERSIANS,  upon  fuch  occafions,  frequently  conceal  themfelves.  I 
had  no  fufpicion  of  his  being  fuch  a  villain  as  to  have  a  defign  againfl: 
my  life ;  however,  I  had  no  opinion  of  his  propofal,  and  rather  chofe  to 
go  openly  out  of  the  city  with  fuch  a  guard  as  I  could  procure.  In  this 
I  was  oppofed  by  my  interpreter,  and  all  my  fervants,  alledging  if  I  in- 
fifted  on  putting  our  efcape  to  any  fuch  iffue,  they  would  not  attend  me. 
With  regard  to  theni,  I  was  in  the  fame  circumftances  as  a  mailer  in 
refped  to  his  mariners  after  his  fliip  is  wrecked  :  but  whether  it  was  from 
their  greater  experience,  or  not,  their  fears  ran  very  high. 

The  19th,  My  interpreter  matteuse  went  to  mahommed  hassan, 
to  thank  him  for  the  protedion  I  had  received  from  him,  and  to  beg  the 
continuance  of  it.  The  prices  of  the  cloth  being  demanded  of  the  in¬ 
terpreter,  according  to  the  intimation  he  had  received  for  that  purpofe 
from  the  khajars,  he  mentioned  twenty  per  cent  more  than  the  real 
value;  that  the  turkuman  chiefs,  who  were  then  in  mahommed  ' 
hassan’s  tent,  might  receive  the  higher  impreflion  of  the  prefents  he 
had  made  them.  Thefe  tartar  allies  having  now  received  the  price 
of  their  friendfliip,  and  expeding  little  more  than  the  event  of  a  battle, 
began  to  murmur  and  talk  of  returning  to  their  deferts.  This  condud 
might  naturally  be  expeded  of  thofe  who  came  only  as  dogs  to  a  bone, 
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and  have  much  lefs  fidelity  than  is  ufually  found  in  that  animal.  Seve¬ 
ral  of  the  common  turkumans  intruded  themfelves  into  my  houfe, 
pretending  a  curiofity  to  fee  us  j  but  as^  I  afterwards  learnt,  their  real  in¬ 
tention  was  to  confult  by  what  means  they  might  carry  us  olf'. 

Fear  nov/  taking  place  of  tumultuous  joy,  the  gates  of  the  city  were- 
ordered  to  be  fiiut,  and  no  perfon  to  pafs  in  or  out  without  the  knowledge- 
of  MAHOMMED  HAssAN  ;  fo  that  they  already  feemed  to  repent  of  their 
condudl.  In  the  evening  I  firfi:  obferved  the  comet  which  appeared  at 
this  time  in  the  heavens,  and  was  now  a  little  to  the  fouth-weft  of  my 
habitation. 

The  20th,  Sadoc  aga  declared  that  in' a  day  or  two  he  intended  to 
make  incurlions  into  mazanderan,  which  was  alfo  ripe  for  a  revolt^ 
but  the  inhabitants  of  that  province  had  too  mean  an  opinion  of  the  as- 
TRABAD  chiefs,  to  declare  in  their  favour.  Hahdgee  myrza  ma- 
HOMMED,  who  had  hitherto  magnified  the  difliculties  of  my  efcape,  now 
reprefented  it  more  practicable .  With  regard  to  the  rebellion  be  had  pul¬ 
led  off  the  mafk  intirely,  by  the  great  joy  he  exprefied  upon  a  report, 
that  4000  deferters  from  the  shah’s  camp  were  come  in  to  their  alfift- 
ance:  an  event  which  appeared  highly  improbable.  Put  fuch  was  the 
infatuation  of  thofe  miferable  people,  that  they  greedily  fwallowed  down 
this  news,  which  was  one  infiiance  of  that  fatal  credulity,  which  induced 
them  to  take  up  arms.  The  4000  men  in  faCt,  proved  only  to  be  four 
ousEEG  couriers,  whom  the  shah  had  fent  to  khieva  for  recruits, 
and  were  now  in  their  way  thither.  Thefe  men  boldly  reported  that  the 
shah  had  a  great  army  not  far  from  ghilan. 

The  TURKUMANS  were  already  exceeding  clamorous,  pretending  that 
they  had  been  promifed  the  value  of  40,000  crowns  in  cloth,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  fum  of  money,  which  they  affirmed  they  had  not  received  in 
any  fuch  proportion,  ndtwithfianding  the  shah’s  treafure  of  17,000 
crowns  had  been  at  length  difcovered.  Upon  this  feveral  quarrels  enfu- 
ed,  in  which  one  of  the  turkumans  was  cut  to  pieces,  this  induced  a 
confiderable  body  of  them  to  retire  from  the  camp.  In  the  interim  a  cer- 
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-tain  woman,  in  an  enthufiaftic,  and  indeed  prophetic  rage,  ran  about 
the  ftreets  beating  her  bread:,  and  tearing  her  hair  ^  faying,  “  now  for 

this  T - d  of  a  khan  %  will  this  poor  city  be  put  to  the  fwordl” 

Mahommed  khan  beg  was  very  inquilitive  when  I  intended  to  fet 
out  on  my  journey  to  ghilan.  This  gave  me  fome  unealinefs;  for  the 
treatment  I  had  re'ceived  from  him,  and  the  great  encomiums  he  had  be¬ 
llowed  on  the  TURKUMAN  chiefs,  made  me  fufped:,  that  he  would  not 
fcruple  to  point  out  to  them  by  what  means  they  might  carry  us  ofF, 
fince  they  could  not  obtain  us  by  the  general  confent  of  the  khajars. 

On  the  2 1  ft.  The  news  of  the  plunder  brought  an  additional  rein¬ 
forcement  of  one  hundred  Turkomans  to  the  rebel-camp,  who  from  an 
impatient  deftre  each  had  of  being  the  firft  in  paying  his  refpeds  to  ma¬ 
hommed  HASSAN,  created  fome  difturbance.  In  the  mean  while,  as  they 
before  challenged  us  in  relation  to  our  faith  as  Christians,  we  were 
now  reprefented  by  fome  fuperftitious  or  malicious  perfons,  as  men  who 
did  not  believe  in  the  fupreme  being >  and  indeed  I  was  apprehenfive  that 
they  meant  to  draw  from  this  principle  a  reafon  for  difpofing  of  us  in  what 
manner  they  pleafed,  without  the  violation  of  any  divine  law.  This  was 
an  opinion  of  a  dangerous  tendency,  but  too  grofs  to  be  fwallowed  by 
the  wifer  part  of  them.  The  rebels  had  already  taken  our  tartar  boy, 
and  detained  him  for  fome  time :  this  increafed  the  panic  of  the  reft: 
of  my  fervants,  who  at  length  refolved  to  ftiare  my  fortune  in  getting  out 
of  the  town.  I  was  the  more  impatient  to  fee  myfelf  free  of  all  impedi¬ 
ment,  as  I  determined  to  feek  the  shah,  and  appeal  to  him  for  juftice  5 
.  though  I  dared  not  at  that  time  to  talk  of  any  fuch  matter.. 

The  2  2d,  My  interpreter  delivered  to  mahommed  h  ass  an  a  regular 
account  of  the  real  value  of  the  goods ;  and  the  better  to  carry  on  the 
farce,  delired  a  bill  of  him  for  the  amount ;  which  he  accordingly  gave. 
After  we  had  engaged  the  hahdgee  to  provide  us  ten  of  his  armed  vil¬ 
lagers  as  a  guard,  and  agreed  for  horfes  to  carry  us,  we  determined  to  leave 
the  town  the  next  day  a  little  before  fun-rifmg. 


*  Meaning  mahommed  h  ass  an  the  rebel- chief,  j 
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The  author  arrives  at  balfrush,  and  joins  a  party  of  the  &hah’j  forces-^ 
he  is  obliged  to  league  his  interpreter  and  fervants  at  balfrush.  Tihe fe~  • 
veral  adventures  which  befel  him  in  retiring  before  the  turkuman 

TARTARS, 

IT  was  not  till  the  24th  of  January  that  we  took  our  leave  of  AS- 

TRABAD,  under  the  convoy  of  the  hahdgee,  his  brother,  his  two 

fons,  and  about  twenty  armed  villagers.  Juft  without  the  gates  we  met 

a  party  of  50  perfons  gallantly  dreffed,  well  mounted  and  armed,  who 

were  come  from  mazanderan  to  join  the  rebels :  I  could  not 

but  confider  them  as  fo  many  victims  to  their  own  folly  and  ralhnefs. 

We  carried  with  us  all  our  baggage,  and  even  our  arms,  and  arrived  fafe 

after  a  day’s  journey  at  koordiemalla,  a  village  belonging  to  the 

hahdgee.  His  brother,  whofe  charadter  was  not  the  moft  amiable, 

would  have  conducted  us  to  his  houfe  in  the  adjacent  mountain  ^  but 

we  abfolutply  refufed  to  go  ;  in  which  refolution  we  were  confirmed  by 

the  carriers,  who  exprefled  their  fears  of  him  by  faying :  “  God  only 

“  knows  of  his  fecret  retirements.” 

% 
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It  was  my  intention  to  have  refrelhed  myfelf  and  horfes,  and  then  to 
have  proceeded  by  the  moft  fecret  roads  without  taking  up  my  lodging 
with  the  HAHDGEE,  efpecially  as  I  knew  that  sadoc  aga  was  the  next 
day  to  make  an  incurfion  into  mazanderan  with  a  party  of  tartars 
by  the  common  rout.  The  hahdgee  had  otherwife  determined :  he 
imagined  I  was  yet  pofTefled  of  fome  things  of  value,  and  thought  it  in- 
confiftent  with  his  intereft  to  fuffer  me  to  carry  them  off.  ‘  His  demure 
countenance,  and  ftridt  obfervance  of  the  letter  of  the  law,  fhewed  him 
to  be  a  true  pharisee  ;  for  his  pretence  to  a  more  than  common  fandity, 
was  but  the  greater  violation  of  fubftantial  virtue.  He  had  now  got  us 
into  his  poffeffion,  and  made  no  fcruple  to  declare,  that  he  would  not  an- 
•  fwer  for  our  fafety  a  Angle  mile  further  3  and  that  the  carriers,  who  were  : 
under  his  jurifdidion,  fhould  not  proceed  with  us,  unlefs  J  left  my  bag-  • 
gage  with  him.  He  mentioned  at  the  fame  time  a  Alver-mounted  bridle,  . 
fome  gold  fluff,  plate,  and  other  things,  which  he  fuppofed  were  yet  in 
my  poffeffion.  I  reprefented  to  him  my  impatience  to  proceed,  and  that 
I  would  run  all  hazards :  but  he  replied  with  a  treacherous  fmile,  “  you 
ARE  VERY  WISE.”  This  crafty  old  man,  whofe  perfidioufnefs  was  ex- 
'ceeded  by  nothing  but  his  hypocrify,  determined  to  play  a  cunning  game.  . 
If  the  rebellion  fucceeded,  he  would  make  a  prize  of  my  baggage  3  and  if 
it  did  not  fucceed,  he  would  plead  his  loyalty  by  preferving  it  for  me,  , 
under  the  pretence  of  affording  protedlion  to  a  perfon,  of  whofe  circum- 
flances  he  knew  very  well  the  shah  mufl  be  minutely  acquainted,  if  I 
efcaped  with  my  life.  To  prove  a  man  to  be  a  villain  by  pulling  off  the 
mafk,  in  which  he  thinks  himfelf  difguifed,  oftentimes  makes  him  fuch 
in  a  more  defperate  degree  3  fo  that  I  was  afraid  to  reproach  him,  left  I 
fhould  bring  on  a  worfe  evil  than  the  lofs  of  my  baggage  3  for  he  pre¬ 
tended  all  the  while  to  be  highly  interefled  for  my  fafety.  I  faw  myfelf 
entirely  at  his  mercy,  and  was  apprehenfive,  if  I  had  taken  my  baggage 
from  his  houfe,  I  fhould  not  be  able  to  keep  it  long  from  other  thieves, 
who  might  not  be  fo  civil  in  their  manners  as  this  courtly  robber.  The 
HAHDGEE  having  entertained  us  handfomely  at  fupper,  I  retired  to  my 
apartment,  where  I  determined  to  play  the  game  which  he  had  taught 
me,  though  upon  very  different  principles,  I  cut  off  the  filver  from  my 

bridle. 
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bridle,  with  the  trimmings  from'  my  cloaths,  and  alfo  concealed' what  little 
plate  I  had.  Not  knowing  how  to  difpofe  of  fome  yards  of  rich  filk 
which  I  had  brought  off  from  astrabad,  without  a  fufpicion  of  hav¬ 
ing  concealed  things  of  value,  I  now  delivered  it  to  my  fervant,  who 
wrapped  it  round  his  body.  Thus  hiding  every  thing  that  was  portable  in 
a  fmall  compafs,  I  fealed  up  the  remainder. 

Early  the  next  morning  I  delivered  the  grofs  of  my  baggage  to  the 
HAHDGEE,  who  was  very  dehrous'to  know  why  I  fealed  it  up.  I  told 
him  fmiling,  “  It  is  ufual  among  Europeans,  when  they  leave  any 
“  thing  in  the  cuftody  of  a  friend,  to  ufe  this  method.”  I  then  defir- 
ed  he  would  reftore  me  my  money  which  remained  in  his  hands,  “  other- 
wife,  after  all  his  friendship,  I  mud  perifh  on  my  journey  for 
though  he  knew  mod  of  my  affairs,  yet  he  was  ignorant  that  I  had  faved 
any  money.  The  fum  due  from  the  hahdgee  was  about  1 50  crowns,  as 
already  mentioned,  of  which  he  had  the  charity  to  pay  me  about  lixty, 
twenty  of  which  was  in  bad  money  j  and  to  make  up  for  the  inconve¬ 
nience  he  fuffered  in  this  charitable  payment,  he  robbed  me  of  the 
only  horfe  I  had,  not  belonging  to  the  carriers  ;  at  lead  the  horfe  was  not 
to  be  found  the  next  morning,  and  I  went  away  without  him. 

w 

We  advanced  through  by-paths  about  20  English  miles,  without  any 
apparent  danger;  for  the  few  peafants  whom  we  faw  at  different  times, 
ran  from  us  into  the  woods,  taking  us  for  enemies ;  and  that  night  we  lay 
in  the  open  fields.  The  26th,  After  travelling  over  ditches,  and  through 
pathlefs  woods,  we  arrived  at  a  ruined  cottage,  which  was  however  ve¬ 
ry  acceptable  to  us  in  our  condition.  The  greated  concern  I  had  was  to 
prevent  the  shackalls  from  running  away  with  my  accoutrements; 
thefe  animals,  with  which  the  woods  abound,  are  remarkably  fond  of 
leather :  they  are  alfo  very  domedic,  infomuch  that  feveral  of  them  paffed 
over  my  bed  during  the  night.  I  was  determined  to  part  with  my 
.conductors  as  foon  as  convenient;  for  they  fowed  rebellion  where- 
e^^’er  they  went.  The  little  children  in  the  villages,  taking  us  for  tar¬ 
tars,  called  out  “  Turkoman.^;”  as  if  they  meant  to  receive  us  as 
iheir  DELIVERERS.  The  people  every  where  complained  aloud,  that  the 

shah 
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SHAH  had  reduced  them  to  the  extremeft  mifery  ^  We  paiTed  by  the 
ruins  of  the  palace  at  farabad,  once  famous  for  the  rehdence  of  the 
PERsiAN.kingSi  This,  city  having  been  often  plundered  by  the  turku- 
MANS,  is  now  abandoned;  there  being  only  a  few  Persian  and  Arme¬ 
nian  inhabitants.  From  hence  we  paffed  to  a  little  village  upon  a  lake, 
where  feveral  peafants  fupport  themfelves  by  catching  wild  ducks.  They 
go  in  boats  during  the  night,  near  the  marfhy  banks,  which  are  covered 
wih  rulhes,  and  carry  great  lights  on  the  ftern ;  then  ringing  a  number  of 
fmall  bells,,  the  birds  are  confounded,  and  fly  into  their  very  hands. 

The  carriers  had  engaged  to  condud  us  to  balfrush,  the  capital  of 
MAZANDERAN,  which  was  yet  about  20  miles  diflant ;  but  hearing  that 
MAHOMMED  KHAN,  the  admiral  of  the  fea-coafts,  was  levying  forces  ■ 
to  oppofe  the  astrab ad  rebels,  they  would  not  proceed  with  me  any 
farther.  I  was  in  a  country  furrounded  by  marflies,  where  no  horfes,  nor  ’ 
any  other  cattle  were  to  be  had,  and  therefore  defired  they  would  at  lead: 
Gondud:  me  to  fome  place  where  we  could  procure  horfes ;  but  this  they 
alfo  refufed,  alledging,  that  as  we  were  near  the  fea,  we  might  go  by  • 
water.  Accordingly,  the  27th  in  the  morning,  they  conduded  us  to  a , 
poor  fiflierman’s  hut  on  the  fea-coafl: ;  he  had  a  canoe,  which  was  very 
leaky,  and  too  fmall  for  flx  perfons ;  befldes,  it  could  be  navigated  only  ' 
with  oars  near  the  fhore,  where  the  furf  ran  fo  high,  that  I  had  no  con¬ 
ception  how  it  was  poflible  for  fuch  a  boat  to  convey  us  20  miles.  I . 
therefore  repeated  my  inflances  to  the  carriers,  that  they  would  either  find 
me  horfes -according  to  their  engagement,  or  at  lead;  carry  me  where  in 

*  Mr.  OTTER  of  the  academy  of  par  is,  who  travelled  in  Persia  a  few  years  before  this  time,  men¬ 
tions  a  remarkable  fpeech  which  was  made  him  by  a  poor  peafant,  when  he  q'uehioned  him  why  he  • 
did  not  cloath  his  daughter  better.  “  You,”  fays  the  peafant,  “  afk  this  queftion  much  at  your  eale; 

“  but  I  fancy  you  do  not  know  nadir  shah.  Inftead  of  thinking  of  our  deaths,  it  is  well  if  we  i 
“  can  get  a  morfel  of  bread:  Are  we  not  obliged  to  fell  all  we  have  to  find  him  money,  and  prevent  ' 
our  being  baftonaded  to  death  ?  They  now  demand  of  me  three  tomans  (30  crowns)  I  know  not  ' 
“  where  to  get  them :  My  cattle,  my  flocks,  and  my  moveables  are  already  carried  off  by  the  shah’s 
“  colleftors  tMu H Assi Ls.)  I  have  only  tAo  or  three  flieep  left,  whofe  milk  ferves  to  nourifh  me,  . 
“  and  this  poor  girl,  whom  I  would  gladly  fell,  even  to  a  foreigner,  if  I  could  get  for  her  the  fum  they 
demand  of  me :  fhe  can  never  be  in  a  worfe  condition  than  fhe  is  here,  efpecially  if  Ihe  Ihould  have  • 
“  the  misfortune  to  lofe  me,  which  muft  infallibly  happen,  if  I  am  not  in  a  condition  to  pay  -  this  s 
“  money.” 


could 
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could  procure  them.  They  treated  my  demand  with  conteihpt  j  which 
obliged  me  to  threaten  them  to  ufe  force  :  upon  this  two  of  them,  being 
armed  v/ith  match-locks,  lighted  their  matches  :  two  had  bows  and  ar¬ 
rows  j  and  all  of  them,  being  fix  in  number,  had  fabres^  they  alfo  put  them- 
felves  in  a  pofture  of  defence.  I  colle6ted  my  company,  among  whom 
were  four  muflcets,  a  blunderbufs,  and  a  pair  of  pidols  j  but  I  could  hard¬ 
ly  depend  on  more  than  two  of  my  fervants.  In  this  htuation  we  parleyed 
for  fome  time,  till  at  length  I  fubmitted  to  run  the  rifk  of  being  drown¬ 
ed;  rather  than  engage  in  a  fray,  where  I  might  have  more  probably 
.ended  my  life,  but  could  not  poffibly  obtain  any  honour  or  advan- 
itage,  except  the  precarious  ufe  of  horfes,  through  a  country  entirely  un¬ 
known  to  us.  Trufting  therefore  to  providence,  we  embarked  in 
the  canoe.  We  made  our  way  with  paddles  along  the  fliore,  in  four 
or  five  feet  water,  within  banks  of  fand,  fo  that  we  had  breakers 
on  both  fides  of  us.  Had  the  wind  come  from  the  north,  it  would 
ihave  been  impoflible  for  the  canoe  to  live :  but  gentle  breezes  from  the  ' 
eafi:,  with  the  fkilfulnefs  of  our  boatman  in  this  fort  of  navigation,  brought 
us  fafe  to  MESCHEDIZAR.  On  the  28th,  I  learnt  that  the  governor  of  this 
province  (mazandep.  an)  had  colledted  a  thoufand  men  to  make  head 
againft  the  rebels ;  but  their  unwillingnefs  to  fight,  from  their  difaffec- 
tion  to  the  government,  had  induced  them  to  feparate ;  the  governor 
himfelf  had  alfo  retired.  However  the  admiral  mahommed  khan 
was  there  endeavouring  by  all  means  to  coiled;  a  body  of  forces  :  Shah- 
verdie  beg;  a  colonel  in  the  marine,  was  alfo  with  him.  I  fent  an 
ARMENIAN  fei'vant  to  inform  them  of  my  arrival,  and  to  beg  their  pro- 
tedtion  ;  on  which  shahverdie  beg  fent  me  a  horfe  handfomely  capari- 
foned,  and  four  mules  for  my  fervants.  The  30th,  We  came  to  bal- 
FRUSH,  where  I  had  the  fatisfadtion  to  learn  the  opinion  of  the  Persian 
merchants,  that  the  shah  would  make  good  my  lofs.  Mahommed 
KHAN  congratulated  me  on  my  arrival  in  his  jurifdidtion  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  rebels,  and  told  me  that  I  was  happy  in  having  efcaped  with  my 
life ;  that  he  was  himfelf  under  very  melancholy  circum fiances,  having 
only  a  fmall  number  of  forces  to  oppofe  the  rebels ;  and  that  he  wifhed 

lo  be  in  ghilan  ;  but  could  not  return  thither,  for  fear  of  the  king’s 

dif- 
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difpleafure.  He  recommended  to  me  to  continue  my  rout  by  water,  other- 
wife  I  muft  be  expofed  again  to  the  rebels  in  a  defencelefs  city.  I  had 
no  inclination  for  any  more  fuch  voyages,  in  which,  with  every  puff  of 
wind,  I  muft  be  expofed  to  be  drowned,  or  driven,  without  any  of  the 
neceflaries  of  life,  upon  a  wild  and  friendlefs  diore.  However,  to  gratify 
the  admiral,  who  knew  lefs  of  the  water  than  many  children  of  five  years 
of  age,  I  made  enquiry  if  it  was  pradicable  j  and  found  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  MESCHEDizAR  being  afraid  of  the  Turkomans,  had  deferted 
the  place  the  day  I  left  it,  and  that  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  return 
thither. 

Matteuse,  my  interpreter,  was  much  diftreffed  with  ^fatigue  and 
fear,  and  inftead  of  aflifting  me  with  his  council,  talked  of  retiring  to  a 
monaftery,  which  he 'thought  would  be  more  proper  for  his  age  and  turn 
of  mind,  than  fuch  perilous  w'anderings ;  and  refolved  at  the  fame  time  to 
remain  in  balfrush.  His  incapacity  of  keeping  pace  on  the  road,  and 
his  jealoufy  that  I  did  not  confide  in  him,  made  his  company  irkfome, 
though  he  was  a  very  good  old  man. 

/ 

The  3ifl,  Sadoc  aga  having  now  advanced  at  the  head  of  a  party 
of  TURKOMANS  withiii  a  few  miles  of  this  city}  mahommed  khan 
went  out  to  reconnoitre  his  fituatlon.  The  khan  had  with  him  only  about 
80  men,  and  though  thefe  w’ere  well  mounted  and  armed,  they  were  too 
few  to  come  to  adlion,  had  his  courage  difpofed  him  to  it :  nor  had  the 
TURKOMANS,  on  the  other  hand,  half  fo  great  an  inclination  to  fight 
as  to  plunder.  Indeed  the  gallant  figure  which  this  party  made,  in¬ 
duced  me  to  hope  they  would  not  put  it  to  the  iffue  of  an  unequal  en¬ 
gagement.  On  the  khan’s  return  to  the  city,  I  waited  on  him,  to  thank 
him  for  the  advice  he  had  given  me }  but  that  it  was  not  pradlicable  to 
follow  it}  MESCHEDIZAR  being  deferted  by  the  inhabitants:  therefore  I 
defired  a  fupply  of  horfes  for  myfelf  and  fervants.  He  now  feemed 
cold  and  indifferent  to  my  application }  though,  in  general  terms,  he  flill  pro- 
mifed  I  fhould  have  them,  but  without  faying  what  number,  or  when :  he 
complained  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  did  not  know  but  to-morrow  might 
VoL.  L  '  D  d  .  .  be 
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be  his  laft ;  as  he  was  neither  in  a  condition  to  fight,  nor,  for  fear  of  his 
mailer’s  difpleafure,  dared  to  retire. 

February  the  ift,  I  fent  a  melTage  to  the  khan  to  remind  him  of  his 
promife  j  and  he  aflured  my  interpreter,  that  he  would  take  care  of  us ; 
but  did  not  yet  give  any  orders  for  horfes  or  mules.  The  tartars  were 
every  hour  expedle^l  in  the  city  •  the  fliops  were  fliut,  and  every  counte¬ 
nance  full  of  diftradlioh.  I  refolved  therefore  to  depend  no  longer  on  the 
promifes  of  the  khan  ;  but  endeavoured  to  find  horfes,  mules,  or  even 
afies,  where-ever  I  could  procure  them,  intending  to  venture  with  my 
fervants,  if  I  could  get  no  other  company :  but  I  found  it  impoflible  to 
hire  any  beafi:  of  burthen  j  for  the  greatefi;  part  of  the  people  had  fled  with 
their  mofi;  valuable  effects,  and  others  were  preparing  to  follow  their  exam¬ 
ple.  The  weather  was  very  rainy,  fo  that  neither  the  match-locks,  nor  even 
the  fire-locks  of  the  Persians  could  be  of  any  great  ufe  to  them  againfl 
the  bows  and  arrows  of  the  tartars.  Under  thefe  circumftances  I  had 
nothing  to  do,  but  prepare  to  receive  my  conquerors  the  fecond  time,  or  to 
walk  off  by  myfelf  unattended  ;  and  of  thefe  alternatives  I  chofe  the  former. 
The  next  day  mahommed  khan,  as  if  he  meant  to  infult  me,  fent  a 
horfe  extremely  poor  in  flefli,  and  mortally  diflempered.  I  was  fomc 
time  in  doubt  whether  I  fhould  accept  of  him  or  not ;  but  at  length  I 
took  my  leave  of  my  interpreter  and  fervants,  offering  them  what  money 
they  Ihould  have  occafion  for  5  and  leaving  with  them  the  rebels  paffport, 
I  recommended  them  to  providence. 

The  TARTARS  were  already  entering  one  gate,  when  I  went  out  at 
the  other.  I  fell  in  with  a  party  who  conduced  the  baggage  of  ma¬ 
hommed  khan,  and  himfelf  with  his  few  forces  foon  followed 5  but  it 
was  not  pofiible  for  me  to  keep  pace  with  them.  The  tartar  boy 
followed  me  on  foot ;  but  he  foon  tired,  and  entreated  me  mofl  earnefl- 
ly  to  take  him  up  behind  me.  Before  we  had  got  fix  miles  the  horfe’s 
hind- quarters  gave  way,  and  he  fat  upon  his  tail  like  a  dog,  fo  that  we 
were  both  obliged  to  difmount.  I  now  began  to  wifli  myfelf  in  the  city 
again,  hardly  knowing  vi^hat  method  to  purfue  :  I  had  wrapped  my  bo¬ 
dy  round  with  foft  Persian  fafhes,  that  I  might  be  defended  as  much  pof- 
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fible  againft  the  injuries  of  the  weather  at  this  feafon,  which  is  generally  fe- 
vere  in  thefe  parts ;  fo  that  I  was  but  in  a  bad  condition  for  walking.  I  had 
no  guide,  and  underftood  but  few  words  of  the  language ;  however  with 
the  affiftance  of  the  tartar  boy,  who  fpoke  Turkish  and  Russ,  I 
found  my  way  to  the  fea-coalf.  I  had  with  me  a  blnnderbuls  and  a  pair 
of  piftols,  intending  to  keep  on  my  guard.  The  peafants  generally  enter¬ 
tain  an  opinion  that  Europeans  have  fomething  valuable  about  them; 
and  this  was  my  cafe,  for  I  ftill  retained  the  greateft  part  of  the  money 
I  had  concealed  :  and  it  now  feemed  neceffary  todifguife  myfelfin  the  bell 
manner  I  could.  My  cloaths  were  already  very  mean;  and  the  better  to  de¬ 
ceive  any  robbers,  I  fet  the  boy  on  the  horfe,  which  I  led  by  the  bridle, 
as  he  was  yet  able  to  creep  along  with  a  fmall  weight.  There  were  fe- 
veral  rivers  to  pafs,  at  which  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  ferries,  and 
pleading  poverty  I  pafTed  gratis.  In  this  manner  I  continued  my  journey 
for  about  ten  English  miles,  perplexed,  and  extremely  harraffed.  At 
length  the  khan’s  company,  to  my  great  joy,  having  halted,  I  got  up 
with  them,  and  procured  flicker  from  the  weather,  with  a  mat  to  lay  on. 
By  this  time  Mr.  hogg  ^  and  my  Russian  menial  fervant  came  up  with 
me,  having  had  better  fortune  than  myfelf ;  for  the  khan  had  procured 
them  a  conveyance  on  horfeback  in  company  with  his  own  fervants. 

Early  the  next  day  I  fent  to  the  khan,  to  acquaint  him  that  it  was  im- 
pofTible  to  proceed  on  the  horfe  which  he  had  fent  me  :  he  then  ordered 
others,  for  which  he  demanded  more  than  five  times  the  value.  As  I  knew 
by  experience  that  the  pofTeflion  of  them  muft  be  precarious ;  and  finding  a 
perfon,  who  offered  to  fupply  us  with  better  horfes  for  hire,  I  declined 
the  khan’s  infulting  offer.  We  proceeded  a  fhort  day’s  journey  to  a  little 
village  on  the  fea'Coaft,  where  we  halted,  and  I  was  again  deprived  of  my 
horfe.  The  khan  now  made  a  feint,  as  if  he  intended  to  flop  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  rebels,  who  were  already  advanced  in  purfuit  of  him  as  far 
as  AMUL  :  obferving  the  beauty  of  my  piftols,  which  were  mount¬ 
ed  with  filver,  he  defired  the  loan  of  them,  ailedging  that  he  was  go¬ 
ing  on  a  party  to  reconnoitre  the  rebels.  I  begged  his  acceptance  of  them, 
reminding  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  neither  myfelf,  nor  the  three  per- 

*  My  clerk  mentioned  in  page  83, 
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fons  who  were  yet  with  me,  had  any  carriage  but  what  depended  on 
accident,  and  the  charity  of  the  foldiers  :  upon  this  he  again  aifured  me, 
through  the  little  tartar  interpreter,  he  would  take  care  of  us.  Af¬ 
ter  a  few  hours  abfence  he  returned  in  fome  confufion,  and  ordered  all  the 
avenues  in  the  woods  to  be  guarded  to  prevent  a  furprize,  a  body  of  re¬ 
bels  being  then  very  near.  I  had  not  then  eaten  any  thing  for  near  40  hours 
except  a  few  parched  peafe,  fo  that  I  was  obliged  to  beg  what  I  dared  not, 
and  indeed  could  not  buy,  but  shahverdie  beg  relieved  me. 

All  the  men  and  baggage  being  colleded  within  the  walls  of  the  vi¬ 
zir’s  houfe,  where  the  khan  was  lodged  5  I  concluded  they  either  in¬ 
tended  a  fecret  fight,  or  to  defend  themfelves  within  thofe  walls  in  cafe 
of  an  attack.  I  accordingly  joined  them,  and  repeated  my  inflances  for 
horfes  whenever  they  fliould  march  j  on  wliich  the  khan  bid  me  not  be 
uneafy,  and  promifed  that  he  would  not  leave  any  of  us  behind.  When 
night  came  on,  they  began  their  march,  and  I  had  the  mortification  to 
find  that  every  thing,  even  to  the  lead  valuable  baggage,  was  carried  ofF, 
great  part  on  very  good  horfes  j  while  myfelf,  Mr.  hogg,  my  Russian 
fervant,  and  the  little  boy,  were  left  alone.  My  eyes  were  now  opened, 
and  it  feemed  apparent,  that  the  khan  meant  to  make  a  facrifice  of  us, 
and  that  we  fhould  be  fafer  in  the  hands  of  the  tartars  than  in  his  j 
nor  was  I  without  many  felf-reproaches,  for  my  refufal  to  buy  the  bad 
horfes  which  the  khan  had  offered  me,  thpugh  his  demands  were  info- 
lent  and  oppreflive  :  but  I  had  no  experience  of  fuch  a  necefiity,  nor  was  I 
accuftomed  to  fervile  compliances,  fo  that  I  was  eafily  betrayed  into  this 
midake.  I  thought  indeed  the  prefent  of  60  crowns  value  in  the  pi- 
dols  was  fufficient  to  procure  the  loan  of  a  few  bad  horfes.  for  3  or  4  days, 
even  upon  the  narrow  principle  of  gain  ;  but  where  generofity  is  a  dran- 
ger,  gratitude  has  feldom  any  admittance.  Truding  to  the  goodnefs  of 
providence  I  was  determined  to  follow  the  khan,  and  try  if  any  means 
yet  remained  to  procure  fome  kind  of  conveyance.  I  had  not  drength  to 
walk  far,  and  there  was  a  deep  water  to  pafs  before  we  could  reach  the 
fea-diore.  Here  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  dnd  a  ferry,  and  having 
paired  the  river  we  came  into  a  wood,  where  the  road  was  deep  and 
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marOiy.  It  rained  hard,  and  the  night  was  very  dark  j  but  the  baggage- 
horfes  being  heavy  laden,  moved  very  flowly,  fo  that  I  was  enabled  to 
keep  up  with  them.  Under  thefe  painful  circumflances  I  walked  for 
near  four  miles :  being  quite  jaded,  and  finding  no  other  expedient,  I  de¬ 
termined  to  feize  the  bridle  of  the  horfe  on  which  the  khan  himfelf  was 
mounted,  and  try  if  the  word  shah  had  any  magic  to  bring  him  to  that 
fenfe  of  duty,  which  neither  his  promife,  nor  the  didates  of  humanity,' 
had  yet  obtained.  Having  col leded  fome  broken  words,  and  the  copy 
of  the  shah’s  decree®,  which  I  had  in  my  pocket,  I  advanced  towards 
the  khan,  and  calling  him  by  his  name,  he  halted.  My  fituation  plead¬ 
ed  it,s  own  caufe  without  the  affiftance  of  many  words,  and  he  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  his  vizir ^  to  take  me  up  behind  him. 

.  Being 'thus  mounted  we  went  flowly  for  fome  miles,  till  the  khan  or¬ 
dered  a  horfe  loaded  with  baggage  to  be  delivered  to  me,  for  which  I‘ 
was  to  pay  50  crowns.  It  was  too  dark  to  difcover  if  it  was  a  horfe,  or 
any  other  animal:  I  found  that  I  was  obliged  to  pay  a  very  exorbi¬ 
tant  price  for  a  precarious  relief,'  but  I  confented,  as  I  now  fliould  have 
done,  if  he  had  afked  500.  .One  of  the  cbnducftors  of  the  baggage  had' 
compaffion  on  the  tartar  boy,  and  took  him  up.  As  for  Mr.  hogg 
and  the  Russian  fervant,  they  had  hitherto  flrength  to  walk  j  but  at 
length  Mr.  hogg  complained  to  me,  that  he  was  not  able  to  move  any 
farther,,  and  begged  E  would 'relieve  him  with  the  ufe  of  my  horfe,  to 
which  I  confented ;  but  I  was  foon  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  difmounting 
my  fellow-traveller,  or  being  left  on  the  diore.  From  that  time  1  faw  no 
more  of  Mr.  hogg  till  fome  days  after  my  arrival  in  ghilan. 


The  apprehenfions  which  the  khan  had  conceived  of  the  turku- 
mans  carried  him  on  from  feven  in  the  evening,  till ‘the  fame  hour  the 
next  morning  j  when  after  a  fhort  refrefiiment,  we  continued  our  march 
till  four  in  the  evening.  The  darknefs  of  the  night  had  been  en^ 
creafed  by  continual  rain,  whilft  the  wind,  and  the  beating  of  the  waves 
'  on  the  fliore,  together  with  the  apprehenfions  of  a  favage  enemy,  added 
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horror  to  the  fcene.  Thefe  circumftances  rendered  my  fituation  not' 
^eafy  to  be  underflood,  except  by  thofe  who  havefuffered  the  feverities  of  a 
winter-campaign  without  any  of  the  neceffaries  of  life :  but  inexperience  of 
fuch  kind  of  trials  adds  fome  weight  to  them.  I  was  more  than  once 
overcome  with  deep,  and  left  alone,  flill  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  get 
up  with  my  company  5  for  our  march  was  often  interrupted  by  the  rivers, 
which  at  this  time  were  hardly  fordable. 

The  4th,  We  received  intelligence  that  a  body  of  tartars  had  been 
at  the  houfe  which  we  left  the  night  before.  The  fears  of  mahommed 
KHAN  magnified  his  danger,  infomuch  that  every  fhrub  appeare'd  to  him  as 
a  party  of  the  enemy :  and  during  the  night  he  often  drew  up  his  men  in 
order  of  battle,  and  obliged  them  to  keep  their  matches  lighted.  This 
morning  the  advanced  guard  gave  the  alarm,  as  if  they  had  difcovered  a 
body  of  armed  Turkomans  polled  in  a  wood  by  which  we  mufl  pafs, 
the  fea  being  on  the  oppofite  fide.  The  khan  immediately  changed  his 
cloaths,  and  preparing  for  battle,  gave  orders  to  fire  in  upon  them.  When 
I  came  up,  I  found  five  miferable  wretches  weltering  in  their  blood,  and 
expiring  with  the  wounds  they  had  received.  This  formidable  enemy 
proved  to  be  only  a  party  of  20  unarmed  Afghans,  who  were  going  to 
nadir’s  camp  as  recruits.  The  next  day  and  night  we  travelled  20 
hours,  and  at  length  halted  at  a  village  to  refrefh  ourfelves,  where  an  odd  , 
adventure  happened  to  me.  I  had  hired  a  barber  to  fhave  me,  who  be¬ 
ing  queflioned  if  he  knew  that  I  was  a  Christian,  and  confequently 
unclean,  left  me  in  the  midfl  of  his  work.  I  could  hardly  forbear  laugh¬ 
ing  at  the  figure  I  made  upon  this  occafion  j  at  the  fame  time  I  refledled 
on  the  folly  of  the  man,  or  rather  of  his  religion.  He  was  indeed  right 
in  oneTenfe ;  for  my  cloaths  were  very  dirty,  not  having  been  off  my 
back  for  thirteen  days.  I  was  now  obliged  to  forget  that  tendernefs  which 
-my  conflitution  feemed  to  require  j  and  lay  on  the  bare  earth,  though  fome- 
times  I  had  the  fortune  to  procure  a  little  flraw. 

The  inroads  of  the  Caspian,  and  the  torrents  from  the  mountains, 
Iiad  formed  many  rivers  and  channels  of  water,  fome  of  which  were  hard¬ 
ly  paffable.The  north-wind  alfo  made  fo  great  a  furge  on  the  fhore  where 
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we  were  obliged  to  pafs,  that  many  horfes  belonging  to  our  company  were 
thrown  down  by  Its  violence, "and  their  riders  in  danger  of  being  drowned. 
The  6th,  I  obtained  a  difcharge  of  the  baggage  under  which  my  horfe  la¬ 
boured  :  but  I  found  him  fo  weak  on  his  legs,  that  I  chofe  rather  to  truft 
to  my  own  in  palling  thefe  channels^  where  I  feldom  efcaped  without  being 
wet  to  the  middle.  In  the  evening  we  arrived  at  espuchin,  a  little  village 
on  the  fea-lliore,  where  by  the  kindnefs  of  shahverdie  beg  I  procured 
fome  refrelhments.  I  was  foon  informed  that  the  khan  was  preparing 
to  march,  which  furprized  me  very  much,  as  there  had  been  no  time  to 
reft  his  cavalry  :  but  the  ill  impreflions  which  I  had  received  of  him,  in¬ 
duced  me  to  go  immediately  in  fearch  of  intelligence.  The  village  was 
fituated  in  a  wood  very  marlhy,  and  abounding  in  ditches,  and  the  houfes 
fcattered  in  a  wild  irregular  manner.  I  intended  to  go  where  the  khan 
was  lodged,  but  night  coming  on  fuddenly,  I  knew  not  which  way  to 
take,  or  how  to  recover  my  own  lodgings  •,  fo  that  I  wandered  a  conli- 
derable  time  through  ditches  and  bogs.  After  being  extrem.ely  fatigued 
and  perplexed,  I  difcovered  a  light,  and  made  to  it.  Here  I  found  one  of 
the  AFGHANS,  whofe  companions  I  mentioned  to  have  been  murdered 
on  the  fea-fhore  :  he  had  fome  women  with  him,  and  was  preparing  for 
flight :  my  figure  furprized  him,  and  he  made  a  Ihow  of  defence ;  but 
when  he  learnt  that  my  bufinefs  was  only  to  find  mahommed  khan, 
he  directed  me  to  him.  I  would  now  have  gladly  cleaned  myfelf,  but  that 
was  impoflible :  the  khan  feemed  extremely  furprized,  and  I  could 
not  explain  to  him  the  reafon  of  fo  extraordinary  a  viflt ;  but  defired  to  be 
conducted  to  my  own  lodging.  The  moft  ftupid  and  ungenerous  have  their 
fits  of  benevolence.  I  was  agreeably  furprized  to  fee  victuals  fet  before  me, 
with  water  to  wafh  myfelf,  and  a  pan  of  charcoals  to  warm  me.  As  far  as  1 
could  difcover  from  geftures,and  a  few  words,  the  khan  reprefen  ted  Mr.  el- 
ton’s  condud  and  mine  as  very  extravagant,  in  attempting  to  tranfportour 
merchandize  through  astraead  to  mesched,  andexprefied  a  great  fen- 
fibility  of  the  danger  his  own  perfon  had  been  expofed  to  in  confequence 
of  the  rebellion.  At  length  I  was  conduded  to  my  lodging,  where  I 
found  my  Russian  fervant,  who  had  fupported  himfclf  very  well  under 
his  fatigue,  and  was  extremely  faithful  to  me :  he  was  under  the  ut- 
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moil  anxiety  on  my  account,  having  in  vain  fearched  after  me  for  fome 
hours. 

The  7th,  After  a  forced  march  the  khan,  thinking  himfelf  out  of 
danger,  gave  his  women  in  charge  of  shahverdie  beg,  and  went  to 
to  TUNicABUNE,  where  he^  pretended  he  would  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the 
rebels.  But  the  truth  was,  sadoc  aga,  with  his  Turkomans,  proceed¬ 
ed  no  farther  in  quell  of  us  j  for  the  news  of  a  powerful  diverlion,  with 
which  the  main  body  of  the  rebels  were  threatened  in  khorasan,  in¬ 
duced  him  to  return  back.  Shahverdie  beg  being  now  detached  from 
the  KHAN,  treated  me  with  the  greater  civility j  but  having  no  conve¬ 
niences  of  life  with  him  more  than  what  related  to  his  own  perfon,  he 
vcould  not  affift  me  with  any  thing  but  provihons. 

'It  is  not  the  cullom  in  travelling  in  Persia  for  any  man  to  come  near 
the  women,  except  their  lord  or  his  fervants :  but  the  circumllances  w'e 
had  been  in,  prevented  a  fcrupulous  regard  to  this  diftindlion,  and  I  had 
once  the  office,  not  the  moll  dignified  in  Persia^  of  guarding  the  wo¬ 
men.  My  RUSSIAN  fervant  had  yet  preferved  my  blunderbufs,  which 
-appeared  very- formidable  to  the  Persians  ;  for  I  was  feveral  times  afked, 
“  if  it  carried  a  ball  as  big  as  the  bore.”  Thofe  females  who  are  purchafable 
like  other  animals,  and  change  their  mailer  as 'often  as  their  cloaths,  are 
but  ill  entitled  to  a  defence  that  may  endanger  one’s  lifej  though  there  are 
others  of  the  fex  for  whom  one  would  dare  to  die.  The  roads  through  the 
woods  were  very  marlliy,  w'hilll  the  fand  on  the  Ihore,  and  the  trees  which 
the  fea  had  wallied  dow'n,  rendered  travelling  very  difagreeable ;  but  the 
temperate  quality  of  the  air  was  extremely  refrelhing.  I  now'  lirll  obferved 
the  delightful  fituation  of  many  recelfes  in  the  mountains,  wdiere  they  have 
pilenty  of  delicious  running  water,  wdth  a  profulion  of  vines,  orange,  and 
lemon  trees. 

The  loth.  We  had  palTed  through  the  whole  province  of  mazan- 
DERAN,  great  part  of  it  in  the  night,  and  confequently  with  very  little 
opportunity  of  obfervation,  had  my  mind  been  enough  compofed  for  it. 
in  three  and  twenty  days,  fmce  the  city  of  astrabad  was  taken  by  the 
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rebels,  I  had  not  enjoyed  an  hour  of  fecurity,  or  unbroken  deep.  Wc 
were  drawing  near  to  langarood,  whence  I  had  departed  about  feven 
weeks  before,  and  was  now  as  defirous  to  fee  it  again,  as  if  it  had  been 
my  proper  home.  Mr.  elton  having  been  informed  that  I  was  on  the 
road,  fent  Mr.  loftus  his  interpreter,  with  a  fervant,  and  one  of  his  beR 
horfes,  to  meet  me.  I  was  much  furprized  to  find,  that  the  news  of  the 
ASTRABAD  rebellion  had  not  reached  Mr.  elton  above  two  days,  though 
the  diftance  does  not  much  exceed  200  miles :  but  there  is  no  civilized 
country,  if  Persia  may  be  called  fuch,  where  there  is  fo  little  communi¬ 
cation,  or  more  irregular  intelligence. 

I  took  my  leave  of  shahverdie  beg,  and  returned  him  my  fincerefl: 
thanks  for  the  kindnefs  he  had  Riewn  me,  to  which  my  prefervation  was 
in  a  great  degree  owing  :  it  was  therefore  the  greater  concern  to  me  to 
hear,  that  the  charadter  he  bore  was  not  much  fuperior  to  that  of  ma- 
hommed  khan.  The  shah,  not  long  before  this  time,  had  given  shah- 
veruie  beg  diredlions  about  the  execution  of  a  certain  bufinefs,  and 
ordered  him  at  the  fame  time  to  be  baftinadoed.  The  king  then  afked 
him :  “  Do  you  know  why  you  have  been  beaten  ?”  He  anfwered  in  the 
negative:  It  is,”  fays  the  shah,  “  that  in  remembring  the  blows,  you 

“  may  remember  alfo  the  charge  I  have  given  you  j  and  without  which 

I  am  fure  you  would  have  forgotten  it.”  Extraordinary  as  this  condufl 
may  appear,  it  was  an  inftance  of  nadir’s  fagacity,  according  to  the 
principles  by  which  he  was  generally  diredled.  For  shahverdie  beg, 
though  my  friend,  was  a  thoughtlefs,  vain  fellow,  whofe  affinity  with 
fome  great  men  in  the  camp,  had  been  the  only  means  of  faving  him 
more  than  once  from  much  feverer  punifhments.  I  related  to  Mr.  lof¬ 
tus  the  treatment  I  had  received  from  mahommed  khan,  and  foon 
difeovered  that  Mr  elton  and  the  khan  were  not  friends.  The  lat¬ 
ter  was  envious  of  Mr.  elton’s  growing  power  with  the  shah,  and  in- 
Read  of  forwarding,  fought  to  obRrudt  the  new  defign  of  building  -fhips 
on  the  CASPIAN  ;  and  knowing  the  relation  I  had  to  Mr.  elton,  he  had 
aded,  as  the  reader  may  judge,  as  if  he  was  very  indifferent  about  my  pre¬ 
fervation. 

Vo  L.  J.  :e  e 
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Xhe  author  is  kindly  received  hy  Mr.  el  ton.  He  refohes  to  go  in  fearch  of^ 
the  SHAH  ;  and  in  the  way  is  received  by  h  ahdgee  zamon  with  great  po- 
litenefs.  CharaBer  of  maho.mmed  khan.  State  of  Persia  m  regard  to 
rebellion,  Persian  manner  of  eating.,  and  the  nature  of  their  beds. 

Mr.  ELTON  received  me  with  open  arms, .  and  congratulated  me  on 
having  efcaped  with  my  life  and  liberty.  He  feemed  confident 
that  the  shah  would  do  us  juftice,  and  indeed  the  people,  as  I  came  a- 
long,  were  every  where  of  that  opinion,  though  they  very  much  arraign¬ 
ed  his  prudence  and  my  own  for  making  this  attempt.  I  had  already  re- 
folved,  if  neceflury,  to  go  in  fearch  of  the  shah,  who  was  then  in 
TURKE  Y  j  but  my  legs  and  feet  were  much  fwelled  and  bruifed,  my  boots 
not  having  been  off  for  fixteen  days  :  fome  time  was  alfo  neceffary  to  pro¬ 
vide  myfelf  frefli  cloathing,  not  having  faved  any  part  of  what  I  carried 
to  astrabad. 

I  acquainted  Mr.  el  ton  where  I  had  left  matteuse,  and  the  other 
ARMENIAN  fervant,  and  alfo  my  clerk  Mr.  hogg,  whofe  fituation  I  was 
very  apprehenfive  would  expofe  him  to  fome  misfortune.  Mr.  elton 
immediately  fent  fervants  and  horfes  in  quefl  of  him,  and  after  a  few 
days  he  was  brought  home.  He  had  overtaken  mahommed  khan 
near  the  borders  of  ghilan,  who  according  to  the  treatment  I  had 
received  of  him,  had  provided  Mr.  hogg  a  horfe,  for  which  he  was  to 
pay  a  confiderable  price,  though  the  beaft  fell  under  him  before  he  had 
advanced  two  miles.  Mr.  hogg  now  appeared  as  a  man  expiring  in  a 
lingering  confumption  :  he  had  been  two  days  and  three  nights  expofed 
to  the  cold  and  rain  without  any  food  or  fhelter  j  five  feveral  times  rob¬ 
bed,  till  they  left  him  almoft:  naked,  and  being  often  in  danger  of  his 
life,  was  at  length  relieved  by  the  charity  of  fome  monks  %  whofe  retreat 
in  the  mountains  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  difcover.  As  to  mat¬ 
teuse,  and  the  other  Armenian  whom  I  left  at  bale  rush,  they  did 

*  There  are  certain  dervises,  or  religious  men  among  the  Persians,  who  lead  a  reclufe  life. 

not 
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not  come  home  till  three  weeks  aftej%  fo  that  they  efcaped  thefe  fevere 
hardfhips.  Sadoc  aga  gave  them  a  pafTport  at  balfrush  under  his 
feal,  the  pompous  flyle  of  which,  confidering  his  cu'cumflances,  will  give 
the  reader  an  idea  of  oriental  language,  as  well  as  of  Persian  folly. 

‘‘  To  the  victorious  armies  be  it  known,  that  matteuse  the  Armenian 

“  is  here.  Let  him  not  be  molefted,  but  live  under  our  fliadow.” 

The  1 2th,  I  received  the  news,  that  Mr.  panton,  one  of  the  English 
factors,  died  of  a  jaundice  at  casbin,  in  his  way  to  mesched.  He  was 
the  fifth  perfon  that  died  fince  1740  out  of  fixteen  Europeans,  who  had 
been  employed  in  the  British  Caspian  trade. 

Mr.  ELTON  finding  that  he  could  not  procure  men  for  the. fhip-yard, 
notwithftanding  shahverdie  beg  had  received  the  shah’s  orders  tofup- 
ply  them ;  fent  out  a  fmall  party  armed  with  clubs  to  take  them  by  force ; 
but  inftead  of  executing  their  bufinefs,  they  laid  down  their  arms,  and 
deferted.  This  had  irritated  shayerdie  beg  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  we 
expected  to  be  attacked  in  our  turn.  Being  thus  upon  terms  of  enmity, 
Mr.  ELTON  ordered  the  two  three  pounders,  which  were  planted  before 
his  door,  to  be  loaded  with  cartridge  fiiot ;  and  we  all  put  ourfelves  in 
a  poflure  of  defence. 

As  I  had  already  been  fufficiently  entertained  in  the  hoftile  way,  and 
fliould  not  have  chofen  to  pierce  that  bread;  to  which  1  had  been  a  few 
days  before  indebted  for  my  prefervation,  I  took  my  leave  of  Mr.  el  ton, 
and  fet  out  for  reshd.  It  had  rained  incelTantly  for  feveral  days,  which 
rendered  the  roads  extremely  bad,  till  we  advanced  higher  into  the  moun¬ 
tain,  where  the  foil  is  gravelly.  Though  ghilan  was  reputed  to  be 
under  the  lead;  unhappy  circumdances  of  any  province  in  Persia,  yet 
the  villages  were  in  a  very  ruinous  condition.  From  langarood  to 
lahijan  is  about  feven  English  miles:  the  latter  beirg  on  an  emi¬ 
nence,  and  dry,  is  efteemed  the  mod:  wholfome  in  the  province ;  for  here 
the  mountains  open  a  pafiage  for  the  wind.  The  rains  had  filled  a  large 
fpot  of  ground,  and  formed  a  fquare  regular  piece  of  water,  in  which 
were  abundance  of  wild  fowl :  in  the  centre  of  it  flood  a  grove  upon  a 

Shaverdib  beg. 
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fifing  ground,  which  feived  to  belfitify  the  profpecS,  and  render  it  as  de¬ 
lightful  as  the  rudenefs  of  the  feafon  would  admit.  Here  I  was  receivecf 

O 

by  HAHDGEE  ZAMON,  who  was  diftinguiihed  for  his  good  fenfe,  as  well- 
as  authority  in  that  place. 

The  PERSIANS,  who  boafi;  of  the  antiquity  of  their  monarchy  and  go¬ 
vernment,  have  ftill  a  remembrance  of  that  learning  and  politenefs  for 
which  they  have  been  for  fo  many  ages  diflinguifhed  all  over  asia.  Being 
ignorant  of  the  vaft  improvements  that  are  made  by  their  neighbours, 
the  RUSSIANS,  they  confider  themfelves  in  general  as  greatly  fuperior  to. 
them  j  the  truth  is,  they  fee  very  few  but  their  unpolifhed  merchants,^ 
or  ruder  feamen.  During  our  perilous  journey  through  mazanderan, 
my  RUSSIAN  fervanthad  always  flept  in  the  fame  apartment  with  me  ;  and 
now  forgetting  the  diftindion,  he  came  into  the  room  where  we  fat,  and’ 
fell  afleep.  I  begged  the  hard  gee’s  pardon,  which  with  great  politenefs 
he  granted  3  but  not  without  making  fome  remarks  on  the  unpolifhed 
manners  of  the  Russians  ;  adding  however  that  under  their  govern¬ 
ment  GHiLAN  was  rich,  and  that  he  believed  the  inhabitants  would  not' 
think  it  any  unhappinefs  if  the  Russians  w'ere  again  mafters  of  that 
province.  He  then  complained  aloud  of  the  prefent  government,  re- 
fie(5ling  on  the  meannefs  of  nadir’s  birth,  and  of  the  perfons  em¬ 
ployed  by  him  3  fpeaking  in  favour  of  none  of  the  grandees,  except 
KASsiM  KHAN,  and  MUSTAPHA  KHAN.  I  took  noticc  to  him  in 
what  manner  I  had  been  treated  by  mahommed  khan  :  ‘‘  You  mufl 
“  not  be  furprized,”  fays  he,  “  Mahommed  khan  is  a  very  mean  perfon. 
A  few  years  fince  he  was  fent  to  the  river  attok,  to  build  rafts  for 
the  army,  when  the  shah  made  his  expedition  into  india.  The 
“  khan  had  alfo  orders  to  colledl;  provifions,  which  he  performed  to 

“  the  fatisfadfion  of  the  &hah.  He  was  afterwards  fent  to  mazande- 

,  » 

ran  to  colledt  timber  to  be  tranfported  by  land  a-crofs  the  Persian 
“  empire  to  Cameroon  3  this  he  performed,  though  at  the  price  of  the 
ruin  of  that  province,  of  which  he  was  afterwards  made  governor. 
There  he  colledled  the  taxes,  according  to  the  ftyle  of  this  country,  ve- 
**  ry  well  3  tliat  is,  with  the  utmoft  oppreffion.  I  am  amazed  at  his 

treat- 
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treatment  of  you  :  it  is  true,  he  is  extremely  avaritious ;  but  the  protec- 
^  tion  and  even  hofpitality  you  was  entitled  to  upon  every  principle  of 
« juftice,  could  not  have  coft  him  any  thing;  and  would  have  been  high-* 

“  ly  to  his  reputation:  however  you  fee  how  mean  a  fOul  he  has.”  Mr. 
L0FTU8,  whom*  Mr.  elton  had  now  lent  me  as  an  interpreter,  then 
took  notice,  that  fome  officers  and  foldiers  belonging- to  mahom me d 
KHAN,  knowing  we  were  going  to  the  camp,  had  defired  him  to  fay  no¬ 
thing  concerning  the-condud  of  their  general,  who  had  behaved  as  ill  to  • 
Mr.  ELTON  in  the  maritime,  bufinefs,  as  he  had  done  to  me  in  my  dif^'- 
trefs»- 

It  is  common  for  men  ih  the  fulnefs  of  the  heart  to  complain  of  the 
evils  they  fuffer,  even  when  they  enjoy  a  large  portion  of  good.  The. 
HAHDGEE,,who  faw  the  miferies  of  his  country,  and  had  been  pillaged  in 
common  with  others,  now  broke  out  into  many  exclamations.  “  I  muft 
“  confefs,”  fays  he,,  “  our  king  is  a  man  of  great  natural  parts, ,  and  in-^ 

“  flexibly  juft  in  fome  inflances;  but  he  ads  as  if  he  meant  to  ruin  this 
“poor  country  by  the  mofl;  defpicable  inftruments :  he  employs  only 
“  men  of  the  lowed;  birth  and  education.  It  is  true,  he  has  cut  off  num^ 

“  bers  of  them  for.their  wickednefs ;  but  they  are  infatuated,  and  take  no  ■ 
“  warning.  The  shah  himfelf  is  in  his  nature  cruel ;  but  thefe  men  im- 
“  prove,  on  his  cruelty  :  if  they  are  fent  to  take  my  cap,  they  take  my 
“  head  alfo:  for  the  diftance  of^the  court  often  encourages  their  infolence.' 
“  Oppreffion  will  make  a  wife  man  mad ;  and  defpair  will  drive  people 
“  to  rebelliony  of  - which  you  have  lately  had  a  fad  experience.  When  the 
“  farmerS'hear  of  infur redions  near  them,  they  oftentimes  refufe  not  on- 
“  ly  to  pay  their  taxes,-  but  their  rents  alfo  :  this  fometimes  involves  us 
“  in  extreme  mifery :  but  the  greateft  diftrefs  of  this  country  is  owing  to  ' 
“  robbers,  who  bring  all  things  into  confufion,  and  thefe  are  the  conftant 
“  attendants  upon  rebellions.’! 

Supper  being  now  brought  in,  a  feirvant  prefented  a  bafoh  of  water, 
and  a  napkin  hung  over  his  fhoulders:  he  went  to  every  one  in  the. 
company,  and  poured  water  on  their  hands  to  waffi.  In  the  court- yard 
flood  a  large  lamp,  which  was  fupplied  with  tallow,  and  in  the  middle  of  ■ 

the 
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the  room  upon  the  floor,  was  one  large  wax-candle ;  which  they  fnuffed 
with  fcilTers  into  a  tea-cup  of  water.  A  large  falver  in  form  of  a  tea- 
board  was  fet  before  every  perfon,  covered  with  a  plate  of  pleo,  on  which 
was  a  fmall  quantity  of  minced  meat  mixed  up  with  fruits  and  fpices. 
There  were  alfo  plates  of  comfits,  feveral  china- bafons  of  flierbets  as  fweet, 
'four,  and  other  waters,  with  cakes  of  rice,  and  others  of  wheat  flower,  on 
which  were  fprinkled  the  feeds  of  poppies,  and  others  of  the  like  nature. 
As  they  effeem  it  an  abomination  to  cut  either  bread,  or  any  kind  of  meat, 
after  it  is  dreflTed,  thefe  cakes  are  made  thin,  that  they  may  be  eafily  bro¬ 
ken  with  the  hand,  and  their  meat,  which  is  generally  mutton,  or  fowls, 
is  fo  prepared,  that  they  divide  it  with  their  fingers.  When  every  thing 
was  fet  in  order  before  them,  they  eat  faft,  and  without  any  ceremony, 
feeding  themfelves  with  their  fingers.  It  mufl:  be  confefiTed,  that  the  Per¬ 
sians  are  not  very  nice  in  their  manner  of  eating  j  for  they  greafe  their 
hands,  and  befmear  their  beards.  Supper  was  no  fooner  over,  than  warm 
water  was  brought  to  wafh,  which  being  done,  they  refumed  their  dil- 
courfe.  And  here  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  when  the  oldefl:  man  in 
the  company  fpeaks,  though  he  be  poor,  and  fet  at  the  lower  end  of  the 

..room,  they  all  give  a  ftridt  attention  to  his  words. 

% 

Soon  after  fupper  the  company  retired,  and  beds  were  taken  out  of 
nitches  made  in  the  wall  for  that  purpofe,  and  laid  on  the  carpets.  They 
confided  only  of  two  thick  cotton  quilts,  one  of  which  was  folded  double, 
and  ferved  as  a  mattrefs,  and  the  other  as  a  covering,  with  a  large  flat  pil- 
low"  for  the  head.  The  Persians  ufually  fleep  in  their  under  garment 
and  drawers,  by  which  means  they  are  lefs  fubjedl  to  catch  cold  than  we 
are,  as  well  as  much  fooner  dVelTed  and  undreffed.  I  was  flr.uck  with 
this  fimplicity  which  renders  ufelefs  fo  many  things,  .that  in  Europe  are 
thought  elTential  to  the  well-being  of  life.  This  is  the  ordinary  method  ; 
but  their  princes  and  great  men,  who  indulge  themfelves  in  a  higher 
tafte,  ufe  flieets,  and  other  delicate  appurtenances  of  a  bed ;  though  with¬ 
out  any  of  that  parade  which  is  pradtifed  in  europe  j  nor  do  they  crowd 
their  apartments  with  unneceflTary  and  fuperfluous  furniture. 


This  is  a  Persian  word,  though  well  underllood  in  e.uropk. 


The 
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The  1 8th,  I  fet  forward  for  reshd,  well  fatisfied  with  the  lad  night’s 
entertainment.  I  found  the  trees  blown  down,  and  the  roads  much 
broken  up  j  the  fafcines  of  which  they  were  made,  being  uncovered. 
Though  in  general  the  country  is  marfliy,  yet  the  bridges  are  quite  negledl- 
ed.  It  rained  incelfantly  for  nine  hours  very  heavily.  Faffing  by  feveral 
plantations  of  mulberry-trees,  and  the  burying- ground  of  fome  of  my 
countrymen  lately  dead,  I  arrived  the  next  day  at  reshd,  where  Mr.  el- 
ton  had  his  houfe  for  commercial  affairs.  Here  I  was  vifited  by  Mr. 
'brown  and  Mr.  wilder,  the  only  two  English  gentlemen  in, that  ci-- 
ty,  Mr.  VAN  MIEROP  being  gone  to  mesched.  Though  there  was  a 
great  jealoufy'  fubfilfing  between  Mr.  brown  and  Mr.  elton,  yet  I  re-- 
ceived  great  marks  of  friendffiip  and  politenefs  from  the  former  :  I  had  - 
alfo  a  vifit  from  three  french  miffionaries,  of  whom  one  profeffed  phy- 
fick,  and  was  afterwards  in  great  efleem  with  nadir  shah,  having  cur- - 
ed  him  of  a  dangerous  diforder.  The  shah  expreffied  his  gratitude  by  fe¬ 
veral  prefents  of  value  j  but  this  miffionary  happening  unluckily  to  be  in  the  ' 
camp  when  nadir  was  put  to  death j  he  was  ftripped,  and  narrowly  e-- 
fcaped  being  murdered.  They  were  all  three  fenfible,  polite  men,  par¬ 
ticularly  father  le  GARDE,  who  had  been' many  years  in  Persia, and  redded- 
at  ISFAHAN,  when  it  was  taken  by  the  Afghans,  and  of  whom  I  learnt: 
fome  particulars  in  relation  to  nadir  shah. 

The  20th,  I  vifited  ordo  kouli  beg,  governor  of  the  province,, 
whofe  ufual  refidence  is  in  reshd.  Here  I  had  a  fpecimen  of  Persian 
infolence,  by  the  oppofition  which,  without  any  authority,  and  contra¬ 
ry  to  cuftom,  a  creature  of  mahommed  khan  made  to  my  going  into  > 
the  governor’s  prefence.  The  governor,  who  was  an  old  man,  received  me 
with  great  civility,  and  as  the  cuftom  of  Europeans  is  well  known  in 
this  province,  he  immediately  ordered  a  chair  to  be  fet  for  me.  I  ac¬ 
quainted  him  of  the  misfortune  that  had  befallen  me,  and  that  I  was  go¬ 
ing  to  feek  juftice  of  the  shah  ;  and  therefore  defired  he  would  inform' 
me  where  I  ffiould  moft  probably  find  him.  Fie  faid  he  could  not  give 
me  any  exa(ft:  intelligence,  but  believed  the  shah  would  be  in  turkey. 


Above  three  )'ears  after  this  time. 


or 
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<or  not  far  from  the  borders  of  syria.  The  apartment  was  full  of  people 
jfeated  on  n^mets*^  fpread  round  the  fides  of  the  room,  the  fervants  and 
foldiers  ftanding  in  the  fquare  below.  I  took  my  leave  of  thegovernor» 
.and  paid  avifitto  M.  bakoonin  the  Russian  conful :  As  he  feemed  to 
have  always  a  defire  to  render  the  British  factors  of  as  little  confidera- 
tion  as  pofiible  in  the  eye  of  the  Persians,  he  did  not  return  my  vifitin 
three  days :  but  being  difpofed  to  cultivate  a  good  underftanding  with  him, 
I  fent  him  word,  that  I  was  forry  for  his  indisposition  ;  he  underftood 
the  reproof,  and  immediately  came  to  fee  me  that  very  day,  making  ma- 
..ny  excufes  for  his  delay. 

Having  provided  myfelf  with  deaths,  bedding,  and  kitchen  furniture, 
iikewife  with  tents,  mules,  and  horfes,  as  well  as  fire-locks  and  fabres  for 
my  five  attendants,  the  26th  I  fet  out  on  my  journey.  I  obferved  on  this 
occafion,  that  large  mules  are  as  dear  here  as  in  Portugal;  one,  I  re¬ 
member,  cofi;  me  250  crowns'":  they  are  incomparably  the  mofi:  ufe- 
ful  animal  in  rocky  countries,  being  very  fure  footed,  and  able  to  carry 
great  burthens  for  long  journies.  The  country  here  about  abounds  with 
fields  of  rice,  and  plantations  of  mulberry-trees :  fome  of  the  mountains 
are  covered  with  cyprus-trees,  others  are  naked  rocks  rifing  upon  rocks  to 
a  vafi:  height :  lawns  and  arable  lands  with  fome  mean  villages  are  inter- 
fperfed  in  the  valleys.  We  travelled  this  day  to  kohtune,  which  is  about  1 8 
, miles  from  reshd;  the  elders  of  the  place  being  abfent,we  were  obliged  to 
.fet  up  in  a  caravanferai,  which  was  really  an  old  ftable  in  ruin  :  from 
KOHTUNE,  for  5  or  6  engli/h  miles  the  country  is  marfhy.  Pafiing  the 
river  kizilazan  we  afeended  the  mountains  by  the  rahdar  '  of  nog- 
laear,  where,  having  no  merchandize,  we  palTed  for  a  fmall  acknow¬ 
ledgment.  From  thence  we  proceeded  22  miles  to  rustumabad,  a  ru¬ 
ined  caravanferai,  famous  for  having  been  the  rendezvous  of  a  band  of 
robbers:  From  thence  through  luah  16  miles  to  roodbar,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  kizilasan  ;  the  country  is  well  covered  with  olive^ 
orange,  and  other  trees,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  there  is  alfo  dry  ara¬ 
ble  land.  This  place  lies  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  from  whence  runs  a 

^  Felts  of  camels  hair.  Sixtj-two  pounds  ten  fhillings.  «  A  pbrsian  toll. 
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Eream  of  water  conveyed  by  channels  to  the  roots  of  the  olive-trees, 
which  the  peafants  cultivate  with  great  affiduity.  The  heat  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  though  we  were  now  in  February,  fatigued  us  extremely. 

The  28th,  We  paffed  the  kizilazan  in  canoes,  into  which  we  load¬ 
ed  our  baggage,  and  fwam  over  ohr'  horfes  and  mules ;  the  dream  was 
fo  rapid,  that  it  carried  fome  of  them  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  As  we 
afcended  the  mountains,  the  climate  was  much  altered,  and  the  wind  blew 
*fo  hard,  that  we  were  obliged  to  difmount,  for  fear  of  being  blown  down 
the  precipice,  for  in  many  places  the  path  is  not  two  feet  wide.  The 
mountain  rifes  deep  on  one  fide,  and  the  valley,  in  which  are  fome  branches 
of  the  KIZILAZAN,  is  on  the  other.  We  travelled  this  day  about  18  miles. 
The  day  following  the  road  was  very  bad  ;  for  we  were  obliged  to  pafs 
the  fame  river  about  thirty  times  in  two  hours,  as  the  path  on  different* 
fides  conduced  us,  while  the  rocks  rofe  perpendicular  from  the  river 
We  came  about  25  miles  to  a  caravanferai  very  much  ruined,  where  we 
thought  it  neceffary  to  keep  a  dridl  watch. 

The  id  of  March,  we  travelled  three  farsangs  ^  over  mountains : 
this  paffage  is  fo  extremely  narrow,  that  part  of  the  shah’s  army,  in  paf- 
fing  that  way  not  many  months  before,  lod  feveral  men  and  horfes,  which 
tumbled  down  the  precipices.  At  length  we  came  upon  the  great  plain 
of  CASEIN,  which. was  covered  three  feet  deep  with  fnow :  a  narrow 
foot-path  was  trodden,  but  our  horfes  and  mules  often  tumbled  from  it, 
and  plunged  into  the  fnow;  upon  which  occafions  we  were  obliged  to  un¬ 
load  the  mules  in  order  to  recover  the  path.  The  reflection  of  the  fun 
upon  the  fnow  became  fo  extremely  painful  to  my  eyes,  that  I  cduld  not 
proceed  on  my  journey  without  great  difficulty.  The  little  villages  upon 
this  plain  are  built  fo,  that  half  the  houfes  are  under  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  and  the  tops  of  them  formed  into  a  cone,  for  the  conveniency  of 
carrying  od'  the  fnow.  We  arrived  that  evening  to  a  little  village  near  aga- 
BABA,  where  we  were  obliged  to  take  up  with  a  ruined  dable,  and  alfo 
to  keep  watch  all  night.  The  day  following  we  fet  out  fome  time  be- 

f  This  place  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  FAUCES  HYRCANi^.  5  12  miles, 
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fore  fun-rife,  as  well  to  avoid  the  danger  of  being  blinded  by  the  reflection 
of  the  fnn-beams,  as  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  a  firmer  road. 

i 

CHAP.  XXXIV. 

Defer iption  of  the  city  of  casein,  and  of  the  palace  built  by  nadir  shah. 
Co7iverfation  with  a  Persian  merchant  with  regard  to  the  trade  of  Per¬ 
sia.  Further  converfation  with  the  fame  merchant  concerning  the  cala^ 
mitous  condition  of  Persia. 

Being  arrived  at  casein,  I  paid  my  compliments  to  hahdgee 
AEDULCRiM,  the  greateft  merchant  in  the  place.  He  provided  me 
with  a  good  houfe  near  his  own,  and  told  me  that  I  mufi:  fubmit  to  flay 
fome  time  in  that  city,  as  it  was  impoffible  to  proceed  on  my  journey  on 
account  of  the  fnow^  adding  that  800  Afghans  were  in  the  city,  who 
had  been  for  fome  time  prevented  from  continuing  their  march  to  the 
camp;  and  that  for  the  fame  reafon  50  camels  loaden  with  rice  for  the 
.ufe  of  the  shah’s  army,  had  been  obliged  to  return  after  one  day’s  jour- 
•ney.  Several  couriers  arrived,  fome  of  whom  had  their  eyes  fo  injured 
by  the  reflection  of  the  fun  on  the  fnow,  that  they  could  not  fee  at  all. 
The  hahdgee  obferved  further,  that  they  mufi:  fubmit  to  this  inconve¬ 
nience,  for  the  plenty  of  their  harvefi  depended  in  a  great  meafure  on  the 
fnow.  The  houfes  here  are  for  the  mofi  part  below  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  as  are  many  of  the  gardens  joining  to  them,  to  obtain  the  conve¬ 
nience  of  water,  which  is  brought  to  them  from  a  confiderable  difiance 
in  channels ;  for  as  we  ufually  bring  water  up  to  our  houfes,  they  level 
their  houfes  to  the  water,  which  however  are  not  the  lefs  agreeable  in  hot 
weather :  they  are  generally^  built  with  fun-dried  bricks,  and  their  ce¬ 
ment  is  a  firong  lime  :  the  roofs  are  flat,  fo  that  it  is  eafy  and  familiar  to 
lleep  on  the  houfe-tops  Thefe  buildings  are  enclofed  with  a  mud-wall ; 
they  confifi  of  two  divifions,  the  outer  fiands  in  a  large  area,  and  confifis 
of  a  fpacious  room  %  one  fide  of  which  is  open,  and  fupported  with  pil¬ 
lars.  In  thefe  they  difpatch  their  bulinefs,  and  alfo  eat,  when  they  do 
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not  retire  to  the  women’s  apartment.  There  are  nitches  in  the  wall,  which 
anfwer  the  purpofe  of  tables  :  the  floors  are  covered  with  large  worfted 
carpets ;  and  on  the  Tides  of  the  room  are  felts  about  a  yard  broad,  and  are 
generally  two  or  three  yards  long;  thefe  are  called  n^mets,  as  already 
mentioned,  and  are  made  either  with  wool,  or  camels  hair,  and  being  very 
thick  and  foft,  are  ufed  for  fitting  upon.  In  the  wings  of  this  apartment 
there  are  fmaller  rooms  for  lodging  :  and  in  the  fame  yard  are  apartments 
for  the  fervants,  and  alfo  their  tables.  On  the  back  part  of  this  building  is 
another,  likewife  enclofed  by  a  wall ;  which,  for  the  fake  of  privacy,  is  ge¬ 
nerally  entered  by  two  turnings :  here  is  the  women’s  apartment  into 
which  no  man  is  fuffered  to  enter  except  the  mafter  of  it. 

The  water  in  casein  has  an  exceeding  bad  reputation;  I  corrected  its 
quality  by  boiling  raiflns  and  barley  with  it,  by  which  tneans  none  of  us 
found  any  inconvenience.  The  badnefs  of  this  water,  wdth  the  fudden 
changes  of  the  weather,  affedt  firangers  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  is  re¬ 
markable  that  numbers  leave  records  of  their  flcknefs  in  writings  on  the 
walls  of  the  great  caravan ferai. 

% 

This  city  (lands  on  very  high  land,  though  a  plain,  which  is  furround- 
edwith  mountains  at  fome  miles  diftance;*  the  air  is  fine  and'fubtil.  In 
fummer  the  heats  and  colds  alternately  fucceed  each  other,  and  though  the  , 
days  are  very  hot,  in  the  nights  the  winds  are  extremely  piercing ;  the  a- 
bundance  of  fruit  which  the  common  people  eat,  contributes  greatly  to  the 
unwholefomenefs  of  the  place.  The  3d,  I  vifited  the  hahdgee,  who  in- 
fifted  on  my  dining  with  him :  their  hour  is  about  1 1  in  the  morning ; 
he  had  milks  differently  prepared, -cheefe  fomewhat  like  our  curds,  com¬ 
fits,  and  cakes  of  bread.  It  is  the  cuflom  here,  as  in  mofl  parts  of  Asia, 
to  make  but  two  meals,  of  which  the  mofl  confiderable  is  in  the  evening, 
as  pradlifed  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe  :  and  at  this  feafon  of  the  year 
they  begin  to  fleep  two  or  three  hours  after  dinner.  The  hahdgee  en- 
enquired  how  I  liked  Persia  :  I  told  him  astrabad  and  reshd  were 
the  only  places  I  had  feen ;  that  he  knew  I  was  but  ill  treated  in  the  for- 

Ha  RAM,  this  word  fignifies  prohibited  to  men. 
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mer :  he  then  enquired  after  that  rebellion,  and  informed  me  with  a  feem- 
ing  concern,  that  thofe  rebels  were  already  defeated.  I  acquainted  him 
upon  what  bufinefs  I  was  going,  and  afked  his  opinion  of  it  j  to  which  he 
anfwered :  “You  may  be  perfectly  affured  the  king  will  do  you  juftice. 
“  One  of  our  own  merchants  lately  fold  the  value  of  20,000  crowns  to 
“  the  BASHA  of  BABYLON,  for  the  payment  of  which  he  received  an  order 
“  on  the  BASHA  of  bassora  ;  in  the  interim  the  shah  belieged  basso- 
“  RA,  fo  that  the  basha  refufed  payment.  The  merchant  then  com- 
“  plained  to  the  shah,  who  immediately  ordered  him  payment  out  of  a- 
“  ny  of  his  treafuries  he  fhould  chufe  ;  and  accordingly  he  has  been  paid 
“  10,000  crowns  in  reshd,  5000  in  Isfahan,  and  5000  at  cashan. 
“  The  BASHA, -not  caring  to  be  out-done  in  generolity,  has  repaid  the 
“  money  to  the  shah.”  He  then  added  further:  “  Ypu  ought  to  thank 
“  GOD  for  your  misfortune;  if  you  had  not  been  plundered  in  astra- 
“  BAD,  fome  worfe  evil  would  have  befallen  you.  The  trade  to  me- 
SCHED  is  not  proper  for  Europeans;  there  is  no-body  can  take  off 
“  goods  in  any  large  quantities ;  the  Persian  merchants  are  extremely 
“  poor.”  I  obferved  to  him,  that  the  English  company  at  Isfahan 
had  formerly  a  confiderable  trade  all  over  the  empire,  and  particularly  in 
ISFAHAN  and  CASEIN.  To  which  he  replied :  “  casein  had  then 
“  twelve  thoufand  houfes  inhabited,  and  now  it  has  only  eleven  hundred ; 
“  fee  from  this  eminence  how  this  poor  city  is  in  ruins  !  nor  is  Isfahan 
“  much  better ;  that  city  had  formerly  a  hundred  thoufand  houfes  well 
“  inhabited,  of  which  many  were  not  much  inferior  in  fplendor  to  the 
'  “  royal  palace,  which  is  the  glory  of  the  world  :  but  incredible  as  it 
“  may  feem  to  you,  I  am  allured  that  only  5000  houfes  are  now  inha- 
“  bited.  I  have  formerly  been  at  Isfahan  with  a  caravan  of  30,000 
“  crowns  value,  and  in  lefs  than  three  months  returned  home  with  my 
“  capital, 'arid  a  profit  of  4000  ;  now  I  could  not  fell  3000  crowns  in  ten 
“  months.  Alas  !  fir,  you  know  not  to  what  mifery  we  are  reduced.” 
To  this  I  replied :  “  I  am  very  forry  to  hear  your  complaints,  and  to  fee 
“  fo  much  reafon  for  them;  for  casbin  indeed  appears  in  ruins.  When 
“  your  fovereign  has  accomplifhed  his  deligns,  furely  he  will  change  his 
“  iyftem  :  he  can  never  mean  to  deflroy  the  people  ;  for  that  would  be  in 
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“  efFed  to  deftroy  himfelf.  In  Europe  he  is  confidered  as  a  great  prince 

and  conqueror,  who  has  reflored  the  Persian  monarchy,  and  filled  the 
“  royal  treafurids  with  the  fpoils  of  India.  I  am  very  fenfible  that  it  fel- 
“  dom  happens,  that  the  ambition  of  princes  contributes  to  the  happinefs 
“  of  their  people,  though  it  often  occalions  their  mifery.  Wc  have  had 
“  many  inftanccs  of  this  in  Europe.  It  is  true,  the  king  of  Sweden 
“  was  at  length  as  unfortunate  as  he  was  rafh  i  and  France,  which  Is 
“  one  of  the  mofi;  formidable  powers  in  Europe,  has  lately  difirefied  her 
“  fubjedls  extremely  by  this  vain  defire  of  conquefi:.’'  The  hahdgee 
replied  :  “  Who  was  it  that  refiored  the  Persian  empire'but  the  per- 
“  siANS  ;  and  who  affifled  the  king  to  conquer  india  but  the  Persians  ? 
“  He  has  now  a  foreign  force,  and  governs  us  with  an  army  of  tartars.’” 
The  circumftances  I  was  in,  made  me  think  it  proper  to  decline  a  further 
difcuffion  of  fo  tender  a  point,  and  I  took  my  leave. 


I  then  went  to  fee  the  new  palace  which  nadir  shah  had  built  In  this 
city  adjoining  the  old  one :  the  entrance  of  it  is  formed  by  an  avenue  of  lofty 
trees  near  three  hundred  yards  long,  and  fifteen  or  twenty  broad.  The 
wall  round  it  is  about  an  English  mile  and  a  half  in  circumference  ^  it  is 
thick  and  lofty,  having  only  one  entrance,  which  is  an  arched  gate ;  the 
top  of  this  gate  projedls,  and  is  formed  into  many  fmall  fquares :  within 
are  four  large  fquares,  with  lofty  trees,  fountains,  and  running  water,  which 
make  the  place  awful  and  majeftic.  The  apartments  are  raifed  about  fix 
feet  from  the  ground :  the  aivan,  or  open  hall,  is  in  the  center,  and 
fliuts  in  with  falling  doors.  The  apartments  are  ornamented  in  an  In¬ 
dian  tafie;  and  the  cielings  formed  into  fmall  fquares,  imbellilhed  with 
writings  of  moral  fentences  in  very  legible  characters :  mofi;  of  the  win¬ 
dows  are  of  thick-coloured  glafs,  made  tranfparent,  and  painted  with  fuch 
art,  and  in  fuch  proper  fliades,  that  the  glafs  feems  cut  into  the  feveral 
figures  it  is  defigned  to  reprefent :  many  of  the  floors  are  only  of  hard 
earth,  others  of  a  compofition  of  beaten  ftone :  the  feeming  defeCt 
in  this  infiance  is  made  up  by  the  confiant  ufe  of  carpets. 

.  The  HARR  AM  is  magnificent,  confifiing  of  a  fquare  within  its  own 
wall  of  brick,  about  30  feet  high  and  2  i  thick :  there  are  four  difiinCI 
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apartments,  in  fonie  of  which  are  fountains,  which  ferve  to  moderate  the 
heat  of  fummer,  by  giving  the  air  a  refrefhing  coolnefs.  The  rooms  are 
lined  with  stocco  work,  painted  in  the  Indian  tafte,  with  birds  and 
flowers  of  different  magnitudes,  the  colours  beautiful,  and  fet  off  with 
gilt  edgings :  the  apartments  have  fmall  chimney-pieces  in  a  mean  tafte, 
and  fome  are  ornamented  with  looking- glaflfes  in  fmall  fquares,  of  ma¬ 
il^  different  dimenflons,  fet  into  the  walls.  There  are  fome  few  apart¬ 
ments  below  ground,  admirably  contrived  for  coolnefs.  Near  the  har- 
RAM  is  the  eunuch’s  apartment,  remarkable  only  for  its  having  but  one 
door,  and  that  a  very  flrong  one.  The  brick  of  which  the  whole  of  the 
modern  building  is  made,  appears  to  be  ill  prepared  for  duration.  Here 
are  alfo  fome  old  apartments  built  by  shah  abas  yet  ftanding,  in  which 
are  fome  bad  pieces  of  European  figures  by  European  painters:  the 
PERSIANS  themfelves  are  as  ignorant  of  fliades  as  the  Chinese.  The  apart¬ 
ment,  where  the  shah  kept  his  casbin  treafury,  I  was  not  permitted  to 
fee,  not  even  the  place  where  it  flood :  they  faid  he  had  above  twenty 
millions  of  crowns  there,  of  which  part  was  in  large  ingots  of  gold,  run 
into  cavities  in  the  earth,  the  better  to  fecure  it  from  being  plundered. 

Casein  is  famous  for  having  driven  out  the  Afghans  on  their  firfl: 
coming  into  Persia  ;  but  their  revolt  cofl  dear  to  the  inhabitants  of  Isfa¬ 
han,  as  I  fhall  hereafter  relate.  This  -  city  is  inclofed  within  a  wall  a- 
bove  a  mile  in  each  fquare,  with  a  great  number  of  regular  turrets  and 
port-holes  for  arrows.  It  is  famous  in  flory,  as  being  one  of  the  chief 
cities  of  the  antient  parthia,  the  refidence  of  many  of  the  Persian 
kings,  and  the  burial-place  of  ephestion  the  favourite  of  Alexander 
the  great. 

The  9th,  Though  the  fun  was  warm,  yet  as  the  fnow  lay  very  deep,  it 
was  impoflible  to  attempt  the  profecution  of  my  journey  5  and  here  were 
feveral  companies  and  caravans  in  the  fame  circumflances.  I  thought  my- 
felf  very  happily  lodged  in  the  hahdgee’s  houfe ;  but  fome  part  of  it 
partook  of  the  common  ruin :  for  this  day  the  top  of  the  flable,  in' 
which  my  horfes  and  mules  were  lodged,  tumbled  iixj  and  it  was  with 
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difficulty  we  faved  them  from  being  fuffocated ;  but  by  a  fingukr  good^ 
fortune  they  efcaped  with  a  few  bruizes  only. 


The  loth,  This  being  the  Persian  new-years  day,  I  went  to  pay  my 
compliments  to  the  hahdgee,  and  to  wiffi  him  happinefs,  ‘‘Alas,”  faid 
he,  “  what  happinefs  have  we  to  exped:  ?  I  am  now  paying  5000  crowns 
a  year  to  the  shah  in  duties,  and  he  demands  5000  more  for  fubfift- 
“  ence-money ;  how  am  I  to  fupport  my  family  ?  I  am  fure  my  trade 
“  will  not  do  it  j  if  the  king  goes  on  at  this  rate,  in  another  year  we  muft 
“  make  money  of  wood,  for  neither  gold  nor  filver  will  appear  except  in 
“  his  treafuries.  Nor  is  this  the  only  calamity  under  which  we  groan;, 

“  we  are  often  beaten  for  what  we  have  not  r  Human  fleffi  and  bones  cans 

* 

“  never  agree  with  a  frickj  what  are  men  to  do  under  fuch  circumftances  ?’ 

“  If  they  do  not  take  up  arms  againft  their  fovereign,  they  mufr  fly  their' 

“  country.  I  know  that  our  king  is  a  very  extraordinary  perfon ;  but  he* 

“  has  no  mercy,  and  ads  more  like  a  thief  than  a  king.”  This  dlfcourfe- 
feemed  to  be  the  fequel  of  what  he  had  a  mind  to  fay  a  few  days  before ; 

I  made  anfwer,  “  I  apprehend.  Sir,  the  conqueft  of  the  Afghans  about 
“  20  years  ago,  and  the  ravages  committed  in  confequence  of  foreign  wars* 

“  and  inteftine  broils,  have  given  a  wrong  bent  to  the  minds  of  the  per- 
“  siANS;  many  of  them  certainly  deferve  chafrifement,  and  their  punifh- 
“  ment  muft  often  involve  the  innocent  in  great  calamities..  It  is  true,  I 
“  do  not  underftand  the  politics  of  your  king;  but  I  hope  he  has  fome 
“  good  in  ftore  for  you.”  At  this  the  company,  feveral  perfons  being  pre- 
fent,  lifting  up  their  eyes  to  heaven,  prayed  that  it  might  be  fo.  The 
hahdgee  then  refumed  the  difcourfe,  and  afked  me,  “  what  I  had  ob— 

“  ferved  in  Persia”  :  I  told  him,  “  that  where-ever  I  had  been,  there 
“  feemed  to  be  a  great  want  of  people,  of  induftry,  and  of  money :  ”  to-  . 
which  he  replied,  “  I  have  already  told  you  in  what  diftrefs  we  are  in  for 
“  want  of  money,  and  with  what  cruelty  we  are  treated  :  this  has  induced* 

“  thoufandsof  our  people  to  fly  for  fhelter  into  India‘S:  and  though  we* 


^  There  has  been  always  a  confiderable  namber  of  Persia  ns  fettled  in  india,  particularly  in  the- 
trading  towns  on  the  coaft  of  coromandel  and  malabar  ;  but  the  hahdgee  alluded  to  thofe  who* 
had  taken  refuge  in  the  northern  and  weftern  parts  of  jndi  a. 


“hate- 
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“  hate  the  Turks  more  than  we  do  the  Christians  j  yet  it  is  incredible 
“  what  a  number  of  Persians  have  taken  refuge  in  turkey.” 

This  fort  of  difcourfe,  however  interefting  to  the  Persians,  was  not 
altogether  proper  for  me.  I  obferved  they  made  no  fort  of  fcruple  of  call¬ 
ing  their  king  a  RASCAL  nor  was  he  ignorant  in  general  in  what  man¬ 
ner  they  treated  him ;  but  he  punilhed  only  thofe  perfons  who  were 
acute  and  refined  in  their  lampoons,  as  I  fiiall  have  occafion  more  fully  to 
explain  hereafter. 

■  I  had  this  day  an  opportunity  of  obferving  how  ill  the  priefls  in  fome 
countries  infiirudl;  the  people  in  the  efibntials  of  religion  j  my  Russian 
fervant,  in  whofe  commendation  I  have  already  fpoken,  had  thrown  fome 
fup6rfluous  meat  into  the  flreet,  alledging  that  he  would  fooner  give  it 
to  dogs  than  to  mahommedans,  feveral  miferable  wretches  being  then 
waiting  for  it,  whofe  hunger  would  not  have  fuffered  .the  nice  diftinc- 
tion  of  refufing  food  from  a  Christian. 


Being  near  my  departure,  I  rode  about  to  fee  every  thing  that  was  worth 
notice ;  in  particular  the  market-place  h  which  had  once  made  a  confide- 
rable  figure  ;  three  parts  of  it  were  now  in  ruins  j  and  old  women  ap¬ 
peared  in  feveral  of  the  fhops,  which  in  former  times  was  not  pradlifed. 
Here  is  a  very  noted  caravanferai,  with  a  large  entrance  and  a  magnificent 
dome  j  it  has  a  great  fquare  furrounded  with  piazzas,  within  which  are 
lodgings  and  apartments  for  the  reception  of  merchandize.  This  build¬ 
ing  cofi:  27,000  crowns:  here  we  paid  a  vifit  to  the  governor  of  vara- 
MiE,  who  was  under  the  cufiody  of  a  mefibnger,  and  going  to  the  camp. 

Nesr  kouli  myrza,  the  shah’s  fecond  fon,  and  general  of  his 
forces  in  shir  van,  had  now  demanded  a  fupply  of  500,000  crowns  in 
filver,  which  required  130  mules.  The  governor,  who  had  this  com- 
mifllon,  accordingly  feized  all  the  mules  he  could  find,  paying  for  them 
what  price  he  pleafed  :  he  infilled  upon  mine  till  I  reprefented  to  him  the 
indignity  he  would  offer  me  as  a  foreigner,  and  the  violence  as  being  under 


*  The  word  they  ufe  is  kurumsack. 


^  BAZAR. 
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the  king’s  immediate  protedlion  j  that  if  he  took  the  mules  by  force,  he  might 
be  well  aflured,  the  king  fliOuld  be  informed  very  minutely  of  it ;  upon 
which  he  thought  proper  to  defift.  At  the  fame  time  a  nephew  of  the 
shah’s  firft  fecretary  came  to  vifit  me,  requeuing  that  I  would  take  a 
parcel  for  his  uncle  ;  but  that  he  muft  firft  con fult  whether  it  was  a  lucky 
hour :  he  did  not  return,  fo  that  I  concluded  his  prieft  had  marked  me 
out  for  further  difafters. 


CHAP.  XXXV. 

The  author  fets  out  from  c  as  bin  for  the  Persian  camp.  The  mofl  mate¬ 
rial  events  till  his  arrival  in  the  camp..  Remarkable  mfances  of  the  fu- 
perfiition  of  the  Persians. 

ON  the  nth,  the  weather  was  now  warm,  and  great  part  of  the 
fnow  melted :  the  caravan  with  the  500,000  crowns,  guarded  by 
800  AFGHANS,  begun  their  march  ;  I  therefore  fet  out  on  my  journey, 
diredling  my  courfe  towards  hamadan  j  for  it  was  reported,  that  the  fe- 
veral  rebellions  on  foot,  particularly  that  of  shir  as,  had  induced  the 
SHAH  to  return  home,  and  that  the  army  was  in  full  march  towards  that 
city,  I  thought  it  elTential  to  my  fecurity  under  fo  diftradled  a  Rate 
of  things,  to  join  a  large  company  who  were  going  to  the  camp ;  among 
thefe  was  a  young  officer,  the  fon  of  a  wealthy  merchant  of  Isfahan. 
It  is  a  common  cuftom  for  the  kings  of  Persia,  to  take  a  fon  out  of 
eyery  rich  family,  that  the  wealth  of  the  parents  may  be  a  fecurity  for  the 
good  condudl  of  the  fon.  -When  men’s  intereft  do  not  claffi,  their  being 
of  the  fame  profeffion  often  induces  them  to  ffiew  a  more  didinguiffied 
regard  to  each  other ;  particularly  among  young  perfons,  whofe  affedlions 
are  untainted  by  the  world  :  this  young  man,  though  a  foldier  by  necef- 
fity,  conddered  himfelf  as  a  merchant,  and  ffiewed  me  great  kindnefs. 

As  we  travelled  on  hardly  any  thing  took  my  fight  but  the  ruins  of 
.towns  and  villages  j  the  richnefs  of  the  foil,  and  the  foftnefs  of  the  cli¬ 
mate,  rendering  this  profpedl  fo  much  the  more  lamentable.  The  next 
‘day  we  met  four  couriers  from  the  camp,  from  whom  we  learnt,  that  the 
VoL.  I.  '  G  g  .  SHAH 
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SHAH  was  marching  towards  hamadan.  This  country  abounds  in  elks, 
which  feemed  to  be  as  fleet  as  birds  j  for  none  of  our  horfes  could  reach 
them :  the  Persians  call  them  giran,  and  pretend  there  is  mufk  near 
their  tails.  The  ikeletons  of  feveral  camels  were  lying  near  the  road,  the  flefh 
of  which  had  been  confumed  by  wolves :  this  animal  is  very  ill  qualified 
to  travel  upon  the  fnow,  or  wet  ground  ;  the  breadth  in  which  they  car¬ 
ry  their  legs,  when  they  flip,  often  occafions  their  fplitting  themfelves  5  fo 
that  when  they  fall  with  great  burthens,  they  feldom  rife  again :  they  are 
mofl:  ufeful,  as  is  well  known,  in  deferts  and  plain  dry  countries,  and  will 
travel  two  or  three  days  with  little  or  no  water.  The  weather  was  ex¬ 
tremely  delightful,  but  we  could  not  travel  above  five  leagues  a  day. 

It  feemed  to  be  eflablifhed  as  a  cuftom  in  Persia,  for  military  people 
to  pillage  where-ever  they  go,  at  leafl:  to  compel  the  peafants  to  procure 
provifions  for  them :  this  often  occafions  the  latter  being  deaf  to  all  im¬ 
portunities  on  any  principle  of  humanity,  or  the  laws  of  hofpitality.  We 
arrived  at  a  village,  the  houfes  of  which  were  built  with  flone,  and  made 
fo  defenfible,  that  we  could  not  procure  any  entrance,  till  we  prepared  to 
take  a  houfe  by  fcaling  the  walls. 

The  13th,  We  met  four  couriers  going  to  .casein,  with  orders  for 
the  forces  there  to  march  to  shirvan,  to  juin  nesr  kouli  myrza  :  we 
were  often  neceflitated  to  take  up  with  lodgings  in  fo  ruinous  a  condition, 
that  I  was  apprehenfive  of  falling  into  the  fame  circumflances  as  my  hor¬ 
fes  had  been  in  at  casein.  Befides  the  diflirefles  occafioned  by  nadir’s 
tyranny,  mofl  of  the  towns  and  villages,  on  the  frontiers  of  turkey, 
having  been  ruined  by  the  Turks,  and  the  inhabitants  carried  into  flave- 
ly,  the  whole  appeared  as  a  fcene  of  defolation :  as  we  approached  the 
few  villages,  the  inhabitants  taking  us  for  foldiers  or  robbers,  which  was 
much  the  fame,  fled  into  the  mountains,  and  left  us  to  provide  for  our 
felves. 

i 

The  14th,  Our  advanced  guard,  difcovering  a  party  whom  they  took 
for  robbers,  detached  a  horfeman  to  inform  us  of  our  danger  ^  upon 
which  we  halted,  and  put  ourfelves  in  a  poflure,  pf  defence.  A  youth 
,  belong- 
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belonging  to  our  company,  by  profeffion  a  writer,  was  miffing ;  his  maf- 
ter,  one  of  the  shah’s  adjutants,  began  to  rave,  protefting  he  would  find 
his  writer,  or  finiffi  his  life  ;  for  without  him  he  could  not  fettle  his  ac¬ 
counts  with  the  SHAH  :  accordingly  he  demanded  the  affidance  of  a  few 
others,  and  prepared  to  go  in  fearch  of  the  youth ;  but  happily  he  came 
up  with  us,  having  efcaped  by  the  fwiftnefs  of  his  horfe.  I  now  firft  learnt, 
that  all  my  PERSIAN  fellow-travellers  were  in  the  cuftodyof  a  melTenger,  who 
was  conveying  them  to  the  camp,  and  confequently  would  not  confent  to 
their  feparation.  Such  were  the  terrors  of  nadir’s  tyranny,  that  this  fin- 
gle  perfon  kept  eight  or  ten  officers  of  diftindion,  with  all  their  fervants, 
as  prifoners.  I  took  particular  notice  of  one  of  them,  who  was  a  bal- 
LoucHE  of  the  tribes  in  the  eaftern  parts  of  Persia,  who  are  almofl 
black ;  he  was  well  mounted,  armed,  and  attended  j  but  in  debt  to  al- 
mofi:  cveiy  one  in  the  company,  who  apprehending  him  to  be  in  no  fmall 
danger  of  his  life  from  the  refentment  of  the  shah,  demanded  his  horfe 
and  armour  in  payment.-  He  gave  them  a  filver  caallean  gilt  with  gold, 
like  wife  his  bow  and  arrows,  the  quiver  of  which  was  covered  with 
black  velvet,  and  Rudded  with  gold  nails.  Though  this  man’s  annual 
appointment  did  not  exceed  240  crowns,  and  he  had  no  other  revenue  j  yet 
the  value  of  his  horfes  and  mules,  and  their  appurtenances,  did  not  fall 
fhort  of  1000  crowns.  He  was  very ‘communicative,  and  finding  me  an 
EUROPEAN,  he  fpoke  without  referve  :  I  am,”  fays  he,  come  from  isfa- 
“  HAN,  where  I  have  been  two  years  raifing  forces  for  the  shah,  and 
“  have  procured  him  2000  men ;  one  thoufand  is  the  ufual  number  which 
“  he  annually  draws  from  that  city.  In  requital  he  has  lately  taken  from 
“  me  4000  crowns,  and  I  am  now  under  apprehenfion  of  fome  other  adt 
“  of  violence.  It  is  no  uncuftomary  thing  with  my  mailer  to  fend  for  a 
“  man  in  order  to  flrangle  him ;  and  indeed,  as  to  my  part,  I  ffiould  be 
“  glad  to  compound  for  a  fevere  beating;”  intimating  that  he  expeded 
death.  He  was  a  rank  predeftinarian,  as  moll  of  the  mahommedans 
are ;  however  he  endeavoured  to  learn  by  heart  a  prayer  compofed  by  iiu- 
SEiN,  one  of  ALi’s  fons,  which  if  repeated  right  in  the  prefence  of  the 
king,  he  faid,  it  would  divert  his  wrath ;  but  if  falfiy,  increafe  it.  He 
talked  much  of  the  force  of  words,  and  the  power  of  the  almighty :  at 

G  g  2  thc' 
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the  fame  time  he  told  us  ftories  of  the  feats  of  mahommed,  particularly- 
concerning  his  imaginary  journey  into  heaven  ;  which  were  all  the  genuine 
produce  of  grofs  fuperftition.  And  here  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  ma- 
iioMMEDANS  do  affign  a  very  exalted  hate  of  glory  to  jesus  Christ  ;  and 
though  they  do  not  confefs  his  divinity,  they  approach  to  that  opinion. 

'  This  officer  had  alfo  another  fpell,  which,  by  pretended  divine  authority, 
he  propofed  to  ufe,  viz.  the  repetition  of  ten  particular  letters  in  the  al¬ 
phabet,  as  he  entered  the  royal  tent,  doling  a  finger  at  each,  and  keeping 
the  fill:  clafped  till  he  came  before  the  throne,  he  was  fuddenly  to  open  his 
hands,  and  by  the  difcharge  of  this  magic  artillery,  to  fubdue  the  king’s 
wrath. 

It  is  amazing  to  confider  in  how  many  inftances  the  Persians  demon- 
flrate  the  highefi;  fuperfiition ;  fneezing  is  held  a  mofi:  happy  omen,efpecially 
when  repeated  often :  the  hands  with  the  fingers  interchanged,  and  fome 
particular  poflure  of  the  body,  are  confidered  as  full  of  magic  power,  and 
if  ufed  malicipufly,  of  dangerous  confequence.  As  their  minds  are  tainted 
wdth  a  fondnefs  for  whatever  is  marvellous,  and  a  belief  of  the  agency  of 
invifible  powers  on  the  molt  trivial  occafions  5  they  think  the  meteors  that 
refemble  falling  ftars,  and  which  are  vulgarly  called  fo,  are  the  blows  of 
angels  on  the  heads  of  the  devils,  who  would  pry  into  the  fecrets  of  pa- 
radife.  Cats  are  held  in  great  efiieem,  but  dogs  in  abomination ;  fo  that 
a  dog  is  never  permitted  to  come  into  any  room  :  they  fometimes  how¬ 
ever  ufe  them  at  their  diverfions.  The  Turks  are  not  much  behind  them 
in  this  folly :  in  the  reign  of  shah  abas  the  grand  seignior  fent  to 
that  prince,  to  defire  that  as  none  but  their  prophet  and  his  children  had  been 
dreffed  in  green,  none  of  his  fubje(fl;s  might  be  permitted  to  wear  that  co¬ 
lour,  efpeciaily  in  fliockings.  To  this  shah  aBx-vs,  who  was  a* man  of 
underftanding,  made  anfwer,  that  if  the  grand  seignior  would  prevent 
the  dogs  pilling  on  the  grafs  in  turkey,’’ he  w’ould  comply  with  the 
requcfi:. 

\ 

The  learped  men  in  Persia  are  fond  of  aftrology,  and  often  pretend 
to  foretel  events  5  but  nadir  treated  their  predidlions  with  great  contempt. 
It  is  faid,  that  fometime  fince  a  certain  perfon  foretold  the  conquefi:  of 

PERSIA 
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PERSIA  by  the  Afghans,  with  all  its  circumftances  i  adding,  that  Per¬ 
sia  would  be  again  reftored  by  a  perfon  refembling  nadir  ;  and  that  in- 
a  certain  year  of  their  ara,  the  kingdom  would  flourilh,  and  be  governed 
with  great  equity.  Nadir  being  apprized  of  all  thefe  predidlions,  took 
occalion  to  be  very  oppreffive  that  year,  as  well  to  expofe  fuch  opinions,, 
as  to  gratify  his  own  avarice. 

But  to  refume  my  narrative  :  we  travelled  fix  leagues  this  day,  0/  which 
two  were  out  of  our  road,  in  order  to  obtain  neceffary  accommodations ; 
and  now  leaving  the  province  of  irak,  we  came  into  abarsultan. 
The  1 5th,  hail  and  extreme  cold  made  this  day’s  journey  very  difagree- 
able:  the  day  following  we  came  into  the  diftrid:  of  calimbro,  where 
HAMADAN  is  fituatcd,  having  been  eleven  hours  on  horfeback,  in  which 
time  we  had  travelled  feven  farsang  j  part  of  the  road  being  covered  with 
fnow,  and  very  difficult  to  pafs.  The  whole '  country  hill  appeared  a 
dreary  wafte  :  the  great  number  of  ruined  towns  and  villages,  gave  proof 
of  its  former  Rate  j  but  hardly  any  of  them  were  inhabited,  except  by  rob¬ 
bers  who  infefl  the  country.-  Barley  is  the  common  food  for  horfes;  but 
we  could  procure  none  for  many  leagues  j  fo  that  v/e  were  obliged  to 
give  them  wheat ;  a  common  feed  of  which  for  three  horfes  and  as  many^ 
mules  cofl  a  crown. 

\ 

On  the  17th  we  came  to  a  village,  the  gates  of  which  were  of  Rone; 
it  was  walled  in,  and  made  defenfible,  as  well  againR  robbers,  as  the 
wolves,  which  often  deRroy  the  cattle  in  hard  weather.  Here  they  keep 
their  corn  in  large  veffels  of  earth  made  like  a  tun,  and  fet  in  the  ground; 
they  alfo  warm  themfelves  by  wood-fires  made  in  holes  cut  in  the  floor ; 
when  burnt  to  afhes  they  cover  them  with  blankets,  to  confine  the  lieat, 
which  renders  the  air  very  fuffocating. 

As  we  approached  to  the  camp,  the  dread  of  my  companions  encreafed, 
and  with  it  their  fuperRition.  Finding  the  bone  of  a  flieep,  they  fet  it,  as 
they  fuppofed,  perpendicular,  accounting  that  if  it  fell  towards  the  camp, 
all  would  go  well ;  if  from  it,  they  muR  prepare  for  their  fate  :  it  of 
courfe  fell  where  they  had  given  the  poife,  which  was  on  the  right  fide. 

Soon 
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Soon  after,  two  large  wolves  crofted  the  road  not  far  before  us  ;  this  they 
confidered  alfo  as  a  lucky  omen  >  but  notwithftanding  thefe  good  omens, 
they  muft  beware  of  the  camp  ;  for  on  this  day  three  hundred  thoufand 
plagues  are  fent  from  heaven  on  the  earth  j  however  the  next  day  would 
.be  propitious,  if  they  went  to  the  camp  at  a  certain  hour. 

About  nopn  we  arrived  at  a  fmall  village,  where  an  advanced  guard 
of  the  army  were  pofted,  to  proted:  the  villagers,  as  is  cuftomary  when 
the  camp  is  near.  The  commander  of  thefe  forces  declared,  that  he  could 
not  find  quarters  for  the  Persians,  who  were  in  my  company,  and  infift- 
ed  that  they  muft  go  diredtly  to  the  camp  j  but  on  their  pleading,  that 
they  had  paid  honourably  for  every  thing  they  had  been  fupplied  with 
on  the  road,  and  that  they  were  alfo  charged  with  the  care  of  me,  they 
were  fuffered  to  enter  the  village.  The  day  following  our  Persian  con¬ 
voy  took  their  leave  of  us,  not  without  forrowful  countenances ;  demand¬ 
ing  of  their  conductor  why  he  haftened  them :  “  Do  you  not  know,”  faid 
one  of  them,  “  that  to  condemned  perfons  every  hour  of  life  is  of  great 
“  moment?”  I  fent  my  interpreter  to  the  shah’s  minifter  appointed  for 
the  reception  of  ftrangers,  to  acquaint  him  of  my  arrival,  and  to  enquire 
where  I  ftiould  pitch  my  tent.  Though  we  were  now  fo  very  near  the 
SHAH,  fome  of  the  foldiers  in  this  village  did  not  refrain  from  calling  him 
a  rafcal  ^  in  plain  terms.  The  20th,  we  fet  out  for  the  camp ;  on  the 
way  we  met  a  number  of  camels  loaded  with  the  shah’s  tents,  of  which 
he  has  two  fets,  that  one  may  be  always  pitched  for  his  reception. 


CHAP.  XXXVI. 

’The  author  arrives  at  the  Persian  camp,  and  is  kindly  received  by  mus- 
TAPha  khan,  voho,  by  order  of  nadir,  enquires  into  the  ftate  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  He  obtains  a  decree  from  the  shah  for  payment  of  his  lofs  at 
ASTRABAD. 

Being  now  entered  the  camp,  I  pitched  my  tent  near  the  royal 
ftandard,  which  was  about  a  gun’s  fhot  from  the  shah’s  tent.  Ha¬ 
ma  dan  which  was  about  a  league  to  the  fouthward,  is  faid  to  be  the 

Ku RUM6ACK.  **  To  the  fouth-eaft  is  the  mountain  elvend  ;  this  city  is  faid  to  be  the  an¬ 
cient  ECBATANE,  which  was  dellroyed  by  nebuchodonozar. 

burning- 
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burying-place  of  queen  Esther  and  mordecai  :  it  was  now  the  grand 
repofitory  of  nadir’s  cannon,  bombs,  and  other  artillery,  which  feldom. 
appear  in  the  camp,  but  when  fome  fiege,  or  extraordinary  expedition  is 
defigned.  I  had  the  fatisfadlion  to  learn,  that  the  rebellion  in  astrabad 
was  fuppreffedj  and  that  the  shah  had  declared,  that  the  merchants 
fliould  not  be  fufferers.  I  had  no  fooner  pitched  my  tent,  but  an  acci¬ 
dent  happened;  which  was  very  near  depriving  me  of  the  means  of  ever 
telling  my  dory  :  for  the  greater  fecurity,  I  had  ordered  our  fire-arms  to 
be  fet  round  the  pole  on  the  back  part  of  my  tent,  which  was  partitioned 
off  by  a  cotton-cloth ;  I  was  walking  in  a  penfive  manner,  at  which  time 
it  is  natural  for  men  to  fiand  and  paufe,  efpecially  when  they  have  fo  • 
fmall  a  fpace  as  four  or  five  yards  to  move :  in  this  interval  one  of  the 
pieces  went  off,  carried  two  fluggs  through  the  top,  and  made  a  hole 
perpendicularly  over  my  head.  This  accident  was  occafioned  by  one  of  my 
fervants  moving  the  piece  obliquely,  and  touching  the  trigger,  which 
in  very  few  Persian  mulkets  has  any  guard :  I  had  very  narrowly  efcaped 
twice  before  on  the  road  from  an  accident  of  this  kind,  owing  to  the 
carelefsnefs  of  my  fervants  j  but  now  I  was  extremely  alarmed  left  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  mufket,  fo  near  the  royal  tent,  fhould  give  offence.  My  own? 
tent,  being  of  cotton,  was  fet  on  fire,  but  we  foon  cxtinguiftied  the  flame; . 
and  this  accident  had  no  other  confequence,  nor  was  any  enquiry  made 
about  it. 

I  waited  immediately  on  mustapha  khan,  who  received  me  with . 
great  expreflions  of  kindnefs,  and  obliged  me  to  dine  with  him  :  in  the  in¬ 
terim  I  delivered  my  petition  to  the  chancery,  with  regard  to  the  lofs  I 
had  fuftained  at  astrabad.  The  kh  an  affured  me,  that  juftice  would  be 
done  :  he  then  demanded  what  prefents  I  had  brought  for  the  shah  ? 
This  queftion  ftartled  me,  as  I  imagined  the  charadler  in  which  I  appear¬ 
ed  as  a  petitioner,  would  have  rendered  prefents  to  the  shah  a  grofs 
impropriety.  I  excufed  myfelf  by  faying,  that  nothing  worthy  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  fo  great  a  prince  could  be  found  in  ghilan,  when  I  departed 
from  thence  ;  and  it  was  really  true,  that  no  fables,  nor  rich  ftuffs,  were 
at  that  time  obtainable,  in  cafe  I  had  been  inclined  to  carry  the  shah  a 

prefent, 
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prefent,  as  I  fliould  have  done  if  I  had  been  rightly  informed.  My  in-' 
'terpreter  told  me  upon  this  oecafion,  that  a  fliort  time  before,  one  of  the 
miniflers  declared,  that  it  wni  not  the  skah’s  cuftom  to  accept  of  pre- 
fents ;  but  as  Mr.  elton  was  a  fubjedl  of  fo  worthy  a  nation,  he  received 
what  was  then  offered  to  do  him  honour :  the  truth  is,  that  this  antient 
cuftom  of  the  eaft  is  rooted  deep  in  their  hearts,  and  converted  into  a  fpe- 
cies  of  corruption,  from  which  their  princes  are  not  exempt.  One  of 
the  company  enquired  of  me,  in  relation  to  the  Persians  in  whofe  com¬ 
pany  I  came  from  casein  j  adding,  that  he  knew  not  what  account  they 
had  given  of  themfelves  to  the  sh  ah  j  but  he  believed  his  majefty  would 
pardon  them  to  do  me  honour;  making  at  the  fame  time  feveral  lavifli 
and  hyperbolical  compliments.  It  is  incredible  how  far  this  fort  of  gal¬ 
lantry  is -carried  in  Persia,  when  it  is  meant  to  fliew  a  diftinguifhed  re¬ 
gard  to  ftrangers  who  are  under  their  protection.  I  told  him,  that  I 
knew  very  little  of  thofe  perfons,  and  nothing  at  all  of  their  crimes  :  whe¬ 
ther  the  SHAH  was  at  that  time  very  much  diftrefled  in  his  affairs,  or  for 
fome  other  reafon,  but  the  accounts  of  my  fellow-travellers  were  actually 
'  accepted,  and  the  yvages  of  the  merchant’s  fon  confiderably  advanced. 

The  king  was  in  his  tent  of  audience  from  feven  in  the  morning  till  ten 
at  night,  retiring  only  fora  ftiort  time;  he  had  with^him  but  30,000 
effective  men,  though  with  the  fervants  of  the  foldiers,  and  attendants  up¬ 
on  the  camp,  they  were  in  the  whole  near  thrice  that  number ;  a  large 
body  of  forces  was  left  towards  erivan  ;  near  30,000  men  were  in 
SHiRVAN ;  25,000  in  SHiRAS,  befides  a  body  of  forces  in  khorasan, 
and  a  formidable  army  on  the  banks  of  the  indus.  The  numerous  re¬ 
bellions  then  on  foot  called  on  nadir  for  the  utmoft  attention,  and  he 
had  taken  meafures  for  the  fuppreflion  of  them  all  at  one  and  the  fame 
time. 

This  day  a  Persian  of  fome  diftinClion  made  me  a  viftt,  and  enquir¬ 
ed  what  I  had  obferved  in  Persia.  I  told  him,  I  was  amazed  that  fo 
£ne  a  country  had  fb  few  inhabitants.  It  is  true,”  fays  he,  our  coun- 
“  try  is  ruined ;  but  it  cannot  be  otherwife ;  for  the  shah  has  fupport- 

ed  all  his  forces  in  one  continued  campaign  of  four  years,  by  the  taxes 

“  drawn  , 
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drawn  froih  his  people,  who  have  now  but  little  left  to  fupport  them- 
“  felves :  and  indeed  none  but  him,  or  an  almighty  power,  could  have 
“  maintained  fo  vafl  an  army  by  fuch  means.  Now  the  affairs  of  the 
“  empire  are  fettled,  and  die  fi;ontiers  peopled  with  fuch  families  as  he 
“  can  depend  on,  we  hope  all  will  go  well.’"  This  laft  part  of  the  dif- 
courfe  did  not  feem  to  flow  from  his  heart  fo  much  as  the  former,  nor 
was  it  much  to  be  expedted :  it  was  a  kind  of  proverbial  faying  among  the 
PERSIANS;  “  what  mighty  things  will  be  done  fo  long  as  the  king  lives:’" 
but  it  feemed  to  carry  this  fenfe  with  it  alfo,  that- with  him  all  the  glory 
of  PERSIA  mufl;  expire.  Indeed  few  of  them  appeared  to  be  endowed  with 
a  fufficient  underflanding  to  argue  upon  probable  events,  or  to  look  into 
the  dark  profpedt  of  futurity. 

The  SHAH  pafling  from  his  harram  to  his  tent  of  audience,  gave  me 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  him  :  he  was  very  plainly  dreffed,  except  in  pre¬ 
cious  flones  ^  The  fame  day  mahommed  hussein  khan,  the  father 
of  MAHOMMED  ZAMON  BEG,  gOVemor  ofASTRABAD,  arrived  from  SHIR- 
VAN,  where  he  had  a  great  fhare  in  the  redudtion  of  that  formidable  re¬ 
bellion.  1  vifited  QUiRiM  BEG,  the  ajutant-general,  who  had  the  care  of 
the  shah’s  records,  and  he  bid  me  hope  that  I  fliould  foon  receive  a 
favourable  decree;  but  was  very  referved  in  his  acceptance  of  a  preTent  of 
fome  fine  cloth  and  rich  fllk,  which  I  had  prepared  for  him.  I  defired 
that  he  would  procure  me  a  copy  of  the  feveral  decrees  in  favour  of  fo¬ 
reign  merchants  in  Persia,  which  he  gave  me. 

»  . 

I  paid  my  refpedts  a  fecond  time  to  mustapha  khan,  who  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  complimental  fifain,  aflhred  me  he  had  fpoken  in  my  praife  to  the  sh  ah, 
who  had  ordered  him  to  afk  me,  if  I  knew  whether  any  of  tlie  Christian 
powers  had  attacked  the  TURKs^in  europe,  or  might  probably  engage 
in  a  war  with  them.  I  anfwered  the  khan  to  this  effedl:  “  The  rus- 

sians  having  been  harraflfed  with  wars  for  near  forty  years,  now  enjoy 
“  repofe,  and  as  far  as  I  apprehend,  will  not  engage  in  an  offenflve  war 
“with  the  TURK,  or  any  other  power.  The  hereditary  enemy  of  the 
“TURK  in  EUROPE,  his  majefliy  knows,  is  the  queen  of  Hungary; 
“  fhe  has  her  hands  fall,  being  cruelly  oppreflcd  in  every  quarter  by  the 
*  The  reader  will  find  an  account  of  his  perfon  in  the  laft  volume  of  this  work. 

VoL.  I.  H  h 


FRENCH 


f 


244  THE  AUTHOR  ARRIVES  AT  THE  PERSIAN,&c.  Part  TI. 

FRENCH  king,  and  is  confequently  in  no  condition  to  attack  the  Turk  : 
but  fhould  the  latter  embrace  this  opportunity  to  break  with  her,  it  is 
highly  probable,  that  the  Russians  will  appear  in  her  defence.  Great 
“  BRITAIN  has  been  engaged  in  a  war  with  spain  already  for  fome 
“  time:  and  we  expert  to  hear  that  fhe  has  broke  with  France  ’alfo. 
«  Thus  the  raging  flames  of  war  feem  to  threaten  the  greatefl:  part  of  eu- 
ROPE.”  But  all  the  nations,  as,  well  as  princes  of  that  quarter  of  the 
“  world,  have  heard  with  wonder,  the  atchievements  of  the  shah  your 
“  mafter ;  and  conflder  the  turk  as  much  inferior  to  him  in  ftrength  and 
“  fortune,  as  he  is  apparently  fuperior  to  them  in  knowledge  of  the  art  of 
“  war.”  With  this  account  the  khan  feemed  to  be  fatisfied,  and  I  took  my 
leave  of  him.  In  the  evening  a  perfon  was  dragged  out  of  the  royal  tent,  who 
had  been  ftrangled  for  defertion }  the  executioner  finding  life  yet  in  him, 
gave  him  a  violent  blow  on  the  bread:. 

The  2 2d,  The  royal  fiandard  being  taken  down,  as  a  fignal  for  firik- 
ing  the  tents,  we  decamped,  and  came  about  two  leagues  and  a  half 
north-eafl:,  where  the  shah’s  tents  being  already  prepared,  I  pitched  mine 
in  company  with  the  whole  camp.  Heavy  flbowers  falling  upon  a  rich 
foil,  made  it  extrernely  troublefome,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  we 
could,  by  the  help  of  oil-cloths  and  other  conveniencies,  keep  ourfelves 
dry  in  our  tent,  round  which  we  were  obliged  to  make  a  channel  to  car¬ 
ry  off  the  water.  All  the  cattle  belonging  to  the  camp,  being  expofed  to 
the  weather,  were  over  their  fet-locks  in  dirt :  and  here  I  obferved,  that  the 
inceffant  fatigues  of  long  marches,  and  the  rigor  and  inclemency  of  the 
feafons,  had  ruined  the  Persian  cavalry,  renowned  for  fo  many  ages.  There 
are  however  fome  good  horfes,  which  exceed  in  fize,  but  few  of  them  are  of 
equal  fire  and  beauty  with  the  Arabians  5  nor  do  they  manage  their 
I  mouths  well  3  mofl;  of  them  being  fpoilt  with  the  harflinefs  of  their  bits. 
Thefe  'horfes  being  never  under  cover,  commonly  carry  their  body-cloths 
on  their  backs,  which  are  made  of  a  coarfe  felt,  very  heavy,  and  fo  hot, 
that  I  imagine  they  enervate  a  horfe  very  much.  They  dye  the  tails  of 
thofe  which  are  of  a  light-colour  with  red  or  orange :  nadir’s  horfes  were 
led  promifcuoufly  in  the  crowd  of  the  armyj  and  thefe  had  fuffered  in  com¬ 
mon  with  the  reft. 


MustA' 
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Must  A  PH  A  khan  having  been  informed,  that  I  was  poffeffed  of  a 
bill  from  mahommed  hassan,  chief  of  the  rebellion  at  astrabad,  for 
the  amount  of  my  lofs,  demanded  a  light  of  it.  With  this  I  the  more 
readily  complied,  as  it  ferved  me  as  a  voucher  of  the  value,  as  well  as 
gratified  the  curiofity  of  the  khan,  and  probably  of  the  shah  himfelf; 
for  his  decree,  which  was  this  day  delivered  to  me,  was  made  out  ac¬ 
cording  to  that  value.  The  contents  of  this  decree  were,  “  that  I 
“  fhould  give  the  particulars  of  the  lofs  in  writing  to  b  eh  bud  khan,  the 
“  shah’s  general  in  astrabad,  who  had  orders  to  deliver  to  me  what- 
“  ever  part  of  the  goods  might  poflibly  be  found,  and  to  reftore  them  in 
«  kind,  and  the  deficiency  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fequefiiered  eftates  of  the 

rebels  without  delay,  to  the  lafi:  denaer.”  This  was  not  quite  the 
thing  which  I  wifhed  for,  becaufe  it  laid  me  under  a  necefiity  of  returning 
to  that  wretched  place,  astrabad  j  however  I  could  not  but  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  higheft  obligation  for  fo  fignal  a  mark  of  juftice  and  clemency. 


CHAP.  XXXVII. 

Defcription  of  the  Persian  camp  and  army,  A  circumfiantial  account  of 
their  tents^  fandards^  arms^  market-place.  Of  the  shah’s  women^  and 
their  manner  of  travelling.  Of  the  ufe  of  elephants  and  camels.  Diffe¬ 
rent  bodies  of  which  the  army  is  compofed,  a?id  of  the  military  exercifes 
of  the  PERSIANS. 

* 

Being  now  eafy  in  my  mind  on  the  fubjedt  of  my  lofs  at  astra¬ 
bad,  I  rode  entirely  through  the  Persian  camp,  attended  by  my 
intepreter,  and  another  perfon,  as  far  as  the  quarter  of  the  elephants,  and 
informed  myfelf  as  minutely  as  polTible,  of  every  particular  relating  to 
the  army. 

In  placing  the  camp  a  general  regularity  is  obferved,  as  far  as  is  agree¬ 
able  to  the  fize  and  fliape  of  the  ground  ;  it  being  a  rule  conftantly  pur- 
fued,  to  place  the  tents  of  certain  principal  minifters  and  officers  in  the 
front,  or  to  the  right  or  left  of  the  shah’s  quarters,  that  fome  of  them 

H  h  2  may 
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may  be  always  near  him.  The  circuit  of  the  quarter  allotted  to  the  shah’s 
own  tents  is  very  large  ;  the  entrance  confifts  on  one  fide  of  a  line  of  uni¬ 
form  tents,  ferving  for  guard-rooms ;  and  the  other,  of  the  tents  in  which 
the  affairs  of  the  chancery,  and  the  like  public  concerns,  are  tranfadied. 
About  200  yards  beyond  this  avenue  is  the  pavilion  in  which  the  shah 
ufually  fits,  to  give  audience,  and  tranfadl  bulinefs :  it  is  oblong,  fupport- 
ed  by  three  poles,  adorned  with  gilded  balls  at  the  top ;  the  covering  is  of 
a  cotton  cloth  of  a  brick  colour,  and  the  lining  of  clouded  filk :  the  door 
is  covered  either  with  carpets  or  cloths,  and  the  body  of  the  pavilion  has 
on  each  fide  a  kind  of  alley,  through  which  the  attendants  may  walk 
round  5  fometimes  the  shah  fits  upon  a  large  sopha,  or  chair,  crofs- 
legged  %  and  fometimes  on  the  floor.  The  hind-part  of  this  tent  is  di¬ 
vided  into  fmall  apartments,  where  the  officers  who  do  not  appear  in  his 
majefty’s  prefence,  attend  :  there  is  nothing  fumptuous  in  this  pavilion, 
the  front  of  which  is  always  open,  even  in  the  worfl  weather  ^  however 
when  it  is  extremely  cold,  feveral  pots  of  lighted  charcoal  are  placed  in 
the  middle.  At  a  confiderable  diftance  behind  were  placed  the  shah’s  pri¬ 
vate  tents,  to  fome  of  which  he  retired  at  his  meals  :  and  in  order  to  render 
.them  warm,  he  had  Indian  pannels,  which  were  occafionally  fet  up,  and 
formed  the  linings  of  two  fmall  apartments :  to  thefe  were  admitted  only 
his  fecret  emiffaries,  when  they  had  any  remarkable  intelligence  to  com¬ 
municate  j  but  in  the  lafl  years  of  his  life  he  had  no  familiarity  with  any 
of  them. 

Almofl:  contiguous  to  thefe  were  the  tents  of  the  shah’s  ladies,  which 
differed  from  the  others  in  having  feveral  curtains  that  formed  feparate  a- 
partments  one  within  another.  The  boundaries  of  the  shah’s  quarter 
were  occupied  by  his  eunuchs  and  female  flaves,  and  almoft  this  whole 
circuit,  efpecially  towards  the  refldence  of  the  women,  was  furrounded 
by  a  ftrong  fence  of  net-work,  round  which  the  night-guard  patrol¬ 
led,  and  feverely  puniffied  all  intruders.  As  there  were  no  lights  in 
thefe  parts,  nor  any  tents  near  them,  it  frequently  happened  that  people, 
coming  to  the  camp  by  night,  ignorantly  ffraggled  thither,  and  were  fure 
to  be  ill  treated  when  this  happened. 

f  Tlie  ordinary  method  is  with  their  legs  under  them. 
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I  obferved,  that  none  but  the  officers  in  immediate  waiting  were  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  royal  pavilion  ;  for  the  officers  of  Rate,  and  people  in  bufi- 
nefs,  flood  in  the  open  air  in  all  weathers,  forming  a  femicircle  in  front  of 
the  tent :  if  they  were  brought  to  anfwer  for  their  conduct,  they  were 
held  under  the  arm  by  proper  officers,  to  prevent  their  efcape,  or  com¬ 
mitting  any  adts  of  violence.  The  fame  ceremony,  with  very  little  difFe* 
rence,  was  obferved  alfo  towards  foreign  embafladors,  or  great  men  ;  the 
lafl  indeed  was  under  pretence  of  refpedl,  but  it  alfo  ferved  to  prevent  any 
accident ;  an  attempt  having  been  once  made  on  the  shah’s  life,  as  I  fhall 
relate  in  his  hiflory. 


The  PERSiANS.ufe  a  certain  glazing  in  their  cotton  tents,  which,  in  ^ 
fome  degree,  prevents  their  being  penetrated  by  water.-  The  tents  of^ 
perfons  of  diflindtion  are  of  various  fhapes,  but  moft  commonly  oblong, 
and  fupported  by  three  poles :  the  outfide  is  always  of  coarfe  cotton  cloth, 
and  the  infide  is  either  lined  with  the  fame,  or  with  woollen,  or  filk,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  different  feafons  of  the  year,  and  circumflances  of  the 
owners  :  the  ground  is  fpread  with  a  thick  cotton  cloth,  or  mat,  and  over 
that  is  laid  a  carpet,  or  woollen  printed  cloth  ^  of  feveral  colours  3  be- 
fldes  this  covering,  the  fquare  of  the  floor  is  laid  round  with  felts,  as  al¬ 
ready  defcribed,  and  thefe  fupply  the  place  of  bedfteads  and  feather¬ 
beds  3  though  fome  have  their  beds  raifed  a  little  above  the  damp  of  the 
earth.  The  top  and  fides  of  the  tents  of  great  officers  are  fometimes  lined 
with  pannels,  which  are  wrought  with  flowers,  and  variety  of  figures :  large  ' 
tents  are  often  divided  into  two  rooms,  or  apartments,  by  pannels  or  cur¬ 
tains  j  the  back  part  is  appropriated  for  the  ufe  of  the  women  ;  but  fuch 
grandees  as  have  feveral  women,  place  afetof  tents  for  themat.a  diflance 
from  their  own,  which  are  furrounded  with  cotton  cloths,  to  prevent 
their  being  feen :  they  have  alfo,  at  a  convenient  nearnefs  to  their  tents,  a  ' 
hole  dug,  enclofed  by  a  cotton-fcreen  of  four  folds,  to  anfwer  the  neceffa- 
jy  purpofes  of  nature. 


That  part  of  the  camp  called  in  Turkish  the  ordubazar  or  camp- 
market,  begins  at  the  end  of  the  fquare  fronting  the  guard-rooms,  and  is 

*  Of  BRITISH  manufaflure. 


about 
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'about  half  a  mile  long:  it  confifts  of  tents  on  each  fide  like  allreet,  run¬ 
ning  as  dired  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  will  admit :  thefe  tents  are  often 
fupplied  with  a  variety  of  provifions,  apparel,  horfe- furniture,  and  other 
neceflaries,  which  are  brought  hither  for  fale  5  not  to  mention  the  continual 
change  of  property  arifing  from  the  daily  confifcations  made  by  the  sjiah. 
The  care  of  this  market  is  committed  to  an  officer  called  ordubazari, 
who  often  rides  up  and  down  to  keep  order  j  and  when  any  difputes  a- 
rife,  they  are  brought  before  the  deroga  bazar,  or  fuperintendent  of 
the  market,  who  acquires  a  confiderable  income  from  rents,  fees,  prefents, 
.and  extortions.  Many  of  the  ffiop-keepers  were  little  better  than  common 
futlers ;  but  fuch  as  carry  on  great  buhnefs,  are  under  the  protection  of 
fome  of  the  principal  courtiers,  who  are  the  grand  dealers  in  flower  and 
rice,  of  which  there  is  always  a  great  confumption  :  and  as  thefe  courtiers 
have  frequently  many  fupernumerary  fervants,  camels  and  mules,  they  fend 
them  to  the  diflant  provinces  that  produce  rice,  which  they  bring  to  the 
.camp  for  fale,  and  make  great  profits.  But  if  the  ffiop-keepers,  or  other 
traders,  interfere  with  them  in  thefe  branches  of  trade,  they  generally 
mark  them  out  for  dellruCtion. 

Nadir  often  enquired  into  the  price  of  neceffaries,  and  reduced  them 
as  he  thought  proper,  fining  the  market-people  upon  every  tranfgreffion : 
but  the  mofl:  notorious  inftance  of  injuflice  to  the  drop-keepers,  was  his 
obliging  them,  when  his  tents  and  their  appurtenances  were  grown  old,  to 
take  them,  and  pay  him  the  value  of  new  ones. 

The  two  imperial  flandards  were  placed  on  the  right  of  the  fquare  al¬ 
ready  mentioned  :  one  of  them  was  in  ftripes  of  red,  blue,  and  white,  and 
the  other  of  red,  blue,  white,  and  yellow,  without  any  other  ornament ; 
though  the  old  ftandards  required  12  men  to  move  them,  the  shah  leng¬ 
thened  their  flaffs,  and  made  them  yet  heavier  j  he  alfo  put  new  colours 
of  lilk  npon  them,  the  one  red  and  yellow  ftriped,  the  other  yellow  edg¬ 
ed  with  red  :  they  were  made  of  fuch  an  enormous  fize,  to  prevent  their 
being  carried  off  by  the  enemy,  except  by  an  entire  defeat’’.  The  regimental 

*  The  lofs  of  the  battle  of  KERi!:ouDmi733,  feemed  to  be  owing  to  the  ftandard*  bearer,  riding 
voff'the  held  with  the  ftandard. 
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colours  were  a  narrow  flip  of  filk  floped  tt)-  a  point,  fome  were  red,\  fome 
white,  and  fome  flriped ;  feveral  hours  before  the  moving  of  the  camp, 
one  of  the  ftandards  was  taken  down  by  way  of  fignal,  and  carried  for¬ 
wards  to  the  place  where  the  new  camp  was  to  be  pitched.  The  shah's 
fet  of  tents,  and  thofe  of  the  great  men  went  with  it  attended  by  a> 
convoy.  The  bulk  of  the  army  often  marched  an  hour  or  two-  before  the 
shah  j  for  in  removing  from  one  encampment  to  another,,  he  fometimes 
galloped  the  whole  way.. 


The  shah  had  about  60  women,  and'very  near  the  fame  number  of 
eunuchs,  who  generally  rode  near  his  perfon,  and  kept  pace  with  him : 
before  him  were  liis  shatirs",  preceded  by  the  chiaux  and* before  them- 
the  KESHiKEHi%  being  the  foremofl:  of  his  body-guard,  who  were  befl: 
acquainted  with  the  track  the  shah  was  to  take  :  thefe  fpread  a  mile  or ' 
two  before  him  and  terminating  in  a  kind  of  angle,  gave  notice  of  the 
shah’s  approach,  by  crying  out  in  Turkish,  yerrie,  or  make  way:; 
this  is. called  the  kouruck,  which  is  always  troublefome,  and  fometimes  > 
fatal  to  fuch  as  cannot  get  out  of  their  way  5  for  when  they  meet  with  - 
people  in  the  shah’s  rout,  rivers,  precipices,  and  rocks  are  no  excufej, 
they  drive  at  them  with  their  maces,  and  make  all  before  them  fly  at  their* 
approach; 


When  NADIR  travelled  with  his  women,  the  army  was  kept  at  al-' 
mofl:  a  mile  diftance  j  but  when  he  went  without  them,  people  were  • 
permitted  to  come  nearer.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  reign  he  feldom  did . 
travel  without  them  ; ,  probably  the  better  to  avoid  any  evil  defigns  againfl . 
his  perfon.  The  shah’s  women,  and  indeed  others  of  difliindtion,  rode, 
on  white  horfes,  in  the  manner  as  men  ride  5  but  when  they  did  not  go  > 
in  his  company,  they  were  ufually  carried  on  camels,  feated  in  machines  - 
refembling  a  covered  waggon,  and  hung  like  panniers  over  a  pack-faddle,;, 
which  I  have  already  mentioned.  On  thefe  occaflons  they  were  entirely 
concealed  under  a  covering  of  cri mfon- cloth ;  and  in  this  manner  they  ' 
rode  one  on  each  flde,  condudted  with  the  ufual  pomp  :  the  motion  is  very., 
difagreeable,  and  apt  to  create  a  diforder,  not  unlike  the  fea-fleknefs.  The 

*  Running  footmen.  ^  Chanters.  •  Watch-guard. 
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fick  ladies,  and  female  fervants  of  the  court,  were  always  concealed  in  the 
fame  manner,  under  a  covering  of  crimfon  cloth  :  other  women,  of  no 
particular  diftindtion,  rode  on  horfes,  or  mules ;  thefe  mixed  among  the 
crowd,  but  had  a  linen  veil  over  their  faces,  and  wore  great  coats,  re- 
fembling  thofe  of  the  men  j  but  the  poorer  fort  had  a  white  veil,  which 
covered  their  whole  body.  The  women  belonging  to  the  ousbeg  tar¬ 
tars  were  not  fo  fcrupulous  about  hiding  their  faces  as  the  Persians. 
The  number  of  women  in  the  camp,  except  upon  perilous  enterprizes,  in 
proportion  to  the  men,  is  generally  one  to  ten. 

The  SHAH  when  lick  ufed  to  be  carried  in  a  horfe-litter :  other  peo¬ 
ple  of  falhion  were  feated,  or  laid  on  mules  upon  a  large  flat  pack-faddle, 
bohlered  up :  but  the  common  way  of  carrying  their  flck  men,  is  to  fix 
two  poles  to  meet  in  the  middle  over  the  neck  of  the  horfe,  at  the  point  of 
the  faddle,  the  breafl;  and  flioulders  refting  between  the  interflices  of  the 
poles. 

Upon  extraordinary  occafions  the  rear-guard  was  faid  to  be  very  numerous, 
confiding  of  8000  yesaul  :  their  bufinefs  was  not  only  to  fecure  the  rear 
of  the  army ;  but  to  prevent  flraggling  or  defertion  j  therefore  they  exa¬ 
mined  every  one  who  quitted  the  camp ;  and  if  there  was  the  lead  ground 
of  fufpicion,  they  would  not  differ  even  a  dranger  to  go  about  his  bufinefs 
without  a  bribe.  If  the  beads  belonging  to  travellers  happened  to  tire 
while  the  camp  was  removing  j  thefe  fellows,  indead  of  affiding  them, 
frequently  drove  the  owners  away,  and  converted  the  cattle  and  baggage 
to  their  own  ufe. 

In  marching,  greated  part  of  the  foldiery,  as  well  as  the  yesaul, 
kept  in  a  collected,  but  irregular  body :  the  followers  of  the  camp 
covered  feveral  miles.  The  elephants  and  camels  were  employed  only 
in  carrying  great  burthens :  the  lad  are  of  feveral  kinds,  but  the  mod 
'  ferviceable  is  that  called  the  maje,  which  have  two  bunches  on  their 
backs :  they  are  generally  fed  with  balls  made  of  meal  3  and  though 
very  hardy,  they  frequently  die  of  epidemical  didempers. 
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Nadir’s  ftanding  forces  were  never  fixed  to  any  determinate  number  ; 
though  they  were  computed  at  200,000  men.  The  following  is  as  per- 
fedl  a  fketch  as  I  could  procure,  of  his  principal  attendants  and  foldiery  j 
for  the  fupport  of  which  Persia  has  been  ruined,  and  india  fpoiled  of 
120  millions  fterling,  with  more  than  as  many  thoufand  fouls,  viz. 

60  Black  eunuchs :  there  were  few  or  no  white  ones  in  his  fervice. 

200  Shatir,  or  running  footmen. 

1,000  Rikah,  or  fiirrup* holders. 

10,000  Kulam,  or  flaves  belonging  to  the  king:  their  chief  in  the  Tur¬ 
kish  language  is  called  kuller  agasi  ^  and  the  inferior  kulams 
are  thofe  foldiers  which  the  provinces  equip  by  the  shah’s  order:  he 
paid  them  but  they  were  a  kind  of  fervants  to  the  kulams. 

2000  Begzade'e,  or  gentlemen’s  fons. 

1000  Kitchudazade'e,  or  fons  of  elders :  the  lafl  three  were  the  gen- 
teelefi:  of  the  foldiery ;  many  of  them  were  employed  in  guarding  the 
treafury  at  k^lat,  and  on  other  important  occafions. 

4000  Keshikehi,  or  watch-guard,  otherwife  called  hemishi  kishik, 
becaufe  they  were  always  on  duty  :  they  wore  white  turbans  fome  of 
them  carried  fabres,  and  others  fabres  and  pikes;  their  pay  was  250 
crowns  per  annum:  this  watch  was  continually  called  over  in  the  night. 
900  Chiaux  :  tliey  carried  in  their  hand  a  batton  with  f  double  filver 
crook  on  the  end  of  it ;  they  had  alfo  a  feather  with  a  filvel’*bofs  on  their 
cap,  which  was  flat  on  the  top :  thefe  frequently  chanted  moral  fen- 
tences  and  encomiums  on  the  shah,  occafionally  proclaiming  alfo  his 
victories  as  he  paflTed  along. 

500  Giarkehie,  who  wore  in  their  caps  the  beard  of  an  arrow  in  brafs, 
and  were  employed  as  criers  and  heralds. 

150  Ferrash,  under  two  chiefs  becaufe  of  the  different  branches  of  their 
bufinefs ;  one  of  them  performed  executions  in  the  shah’s  prefence ;  and 
therefore  a  party  of  thefe  attended  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  his  pavilion, 
where  they  were  employed  as  the  inflruments  of  his  vengeance :  the  o- 
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ther  fuperlntended  the  pitching  and  dreffing  of  the  shah’s  tents,  and 
had  the  care  of  the  prefents  brought  to  his  majedy. 

8000  Yesaul,  who  wore  a  brafs-knob  on  their  caps:  they  were  diilin- 
guifhed  into  two  forts,  the  y.esaul  kur  and  yesaul 'sonbet.  Their 
leaders  were  in  great  confideration  on  account  of  their  near  attendance 
on  the  king’s  perfon  :  they  formerly  afted  as  grand  marfhals,  and  judges 
of  the  houdiold,  and  latterly  as  mafters  of  the  ceremonies. 

250  Na;ssakhchi,  thefe  are  known  by  a  feather  in  their  caps :  they  have 
large  pay,  and  great  power,  punifhing  offenders  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  camp,  without  bringing  them  before  any  higher  officer  or  magi- 
ftrate ;  thefe  at  the  head  of  other  fcouts  are  alfo  difperfed  to  guard  the 
avenues;  for  it  is  not  uncommon  for  robbers  to  rip  open  tents,  and  carry 
off  baggage  during  the  night,  even  in  the  camp. 
iooGilodar;  thofe  who  are  charged  with  the  diredlion  of  the  cou¬ 
riers,  and  their  horfes  :  all  thefe  different  ranks  are  horfemen. 

12,000  Gizairei,  thefe  are  foot-foldiers  ;  they  are  well  cloathed,  and  car¬ 
ry  very  heavy  mufquets  with  wide  bores :  they  form  a  body,  which  has 
an  imperfedl  refemblance  of  the  European  infantry,  and  were  model¬ 
led  by  NADIR  himfelf  to  be  of  great  ufe,  which  Persian  foot-foldiers 
feldom  were  before  his  time. 

40,000  Kara-kush UN  are  alfo  foot-foldiers,  whofe  pay  is  only  30 
crowns  per  annum  :  the  name  is  Turkish  and  fignifies  black  guard, 
and  they  make  but  an  indifferent  appearance,  compared  with  the  others 
already  mentioned. 

The  following  are  called  after  the  name  of  the  nations  or  countries  from 
whence  they  come. 

50,000  Afghans;  thefe  have  lands  affigned  them  in  kandahar,  be- 
fides  80  crowns  per  annum:  they  ufe  the  bow,  lance,  and  fword,  and 
are  very  brave.  But  this  denomination  alfo  includes  the  abdollees. 
20,000  Afshars  \ 

6000  OuSBEG-TARTARS,  of  KHIEVA,  BOKHARA,  and  SAMARCAND. 

s  I  have  put  thefe,  and  the  13  preceding  denominations  of  foldiery  in  the  Angular  number,  as  cor. 
refponding  moft  with  the  Persian  pronunciation. 

^iNadir  hinafelf  was  of  their  tribes ;  they  live  moftly  in  tents,  and  inhabit  part  of  the  province  of 
khorasan  and" the  country  to  the  eaftward  of  it. 

6000  Tur- 
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6000  TurkUMAN  ’  TARTARS  of  TURKUMANIA. 

6000  Bulug,  or  BALoucHE^,  of  the  tribes  in  the  fouthern  coaft  of 

PERSIA. 

The  above  computation  falls  fliort  of  200,000'  men  •,  but  they  may  be 

reckoned  in  this  proportion. 

The  pay  given  to  thefoldiers  by  nadir,  was  computed  at  100  crowns 
per  annum  one  with  another,  befides  an  allowance  which  chiefly  confided 
of  rice  ;  but  the  dearnefs  of  provifions,  and  the  expenfive  manner  of  living 
in  the  camp,  rendered  this  large  pay  abf9lutely  necefiTary.  They  wear  no 
uniform,  but  are  obliged  to  buy  all  their  cloathing  of  the  shah  at  an  ex¬ 
travagant  price,  and  to  keep  yetims  ^  at  their  own  expence. 

They  amufe  themfelves  by  galloping  before  the  army  8  or  i  o  at  a  time, 
difeharging  their  pieces  at  each  other  with  powder :  it  was  a  circumftance 
which  furprized  me,  that  they  were  permitted  even  in  the  camp  to  fire  off 
their  pieces,  blow  their  trumpets,  and  beat  their  drums  for  their  amufe- 
ment  j  but  this  might  arife  from  a  political  caufe  to  prevent  their  cabal¬ 
ling  :  they  are  feldom  exercifed  except  in  fhooting  with  the  bow,  or  with^ 
a  Angle  ball  at  a  mark,  at  which  they  are  very  expert,  and  no  lefs  exadt 
in  loading  their  piece  5  for  except  it  be  in  time  of  adion,  they  weigh 
their  powder,  as  well  as  fit  the  ball  to  the  bore:  but  the  barrels  of  thefe 
pieces,  fome  of  which  are  match-locks,  are  fo  ill  tempered,  that  they  will 
not  bear  a  quick  fire.  The  greatefl:  part  of  their  regular  forces  carry  a 
mufquet  and  fabre  j  but  the  ousbegs,  and  feveral  others  in  the  army,  are 
not  fo  well  provided  j  fome  having  a  fpear,  or  a  battle-ax,  others  a  bow 
and  arrow,  others  a  fingle  piftol ;  but  all  of  them  wearfabres,  in- the  ufe  of 
which  they,  as  well  as  the  Persians,  are  very  dextrous.  As  to  bayonets, 

by  which  the  European  forces  have  fometimes  performed  flich  feats, 
they  have  no  notion  of  them. 

^  This  name  is  common  to  another  people  near  the  borders  of  turkey,  being  tranfplanted  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  conqueft  made  by  Tamerlane  ;  the  original  people  of  this  name  being  the  inhabitants 
of  the  eaftern  coaft  of  the  Caspian, 

^  Sometimes  confidered  as  a  tribe  of  Afghans,  whom  they  refemble  in  their  countenance;  but 
are  not  fo  well  civilized  in  their  manners,  nor  live  fo  much  in  cities. 

^  Ye  TIM  fignifies  an  orphan;  but  thefe  are  cenfiJered  as  fervants,  who  when  their  mafters  die. 
Of  fall  in  battle,  are  ready  to  ferve  as  foldiers; 
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Nadir,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  per  si  am  kings,  had  the  policy 
to  oblige  fome,  and  to  encourage  all  his  army  in  the  ufe  of  coftly  furni¬ 
ture  :  the  officers,  and  even  the  foldiers  of  rank,  have  the  bridles  of  their 
horfes  mounted  with  filver,  with  a  mane-piece  of  plate,  and  an  ornamen¬ 
tal  chain  ;  likewife  their  fword,  belts,  and  leathern  accoutrements  are 
mounted  with  the  fame  metal :  the  handles  of  their  battle-axes  are  alfo 
for  the  moft  part  ftudded  or  covered  with  thin  hlver  plates,  and  in  their 
faffies  about  their  waifl  they  wear  a  knife,  the  handle  and  cafe  of  which  is 
alfo  covered  with  filver ;  but  the  workmanffiip  is  indifferent.  Certain  of¬ 
ficers,  and  perfons  of  diffindfion,  were  obliged  to  wear  gold-cafed  knives, 
and  fome  of  their  great  men,  had  filver- fiirrups. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  foldiers  generally  fight  befl  when  they  have 
fomething  to  lofe,  if  their  wealth  does  not  involve  them  in  effeminacy. 
Alexander  indeed  encouraged  his  Macedonians,  by  reprefenting  the 
PERSIAN  riches  as  an  objedl  of  plunder,  and  confequently  as  a  motive  to 
exert  themfelvesj  but  under  nadir,  we  do  not  find  that  any  of  their  ene¬ 
mies  confidered  the  valuable  effedts  of  the  Persian  foldiery  in  that  light. 
This  method  ferved  alfo  to  keep  them  dependent,  by  their  being  ob¬ 
liged  to  expend  their  money  in  articles  of  vanity  :  thus  the  late  king  of 
PORTUGAL  humbled  his  nobility  by  indulging  their  pride j  and  other 
CHRISTIAN  princes  have  done  the  fame  by  their  fubjedls  with  great 
fuccefs. 


C  H  A  P.*  XXXVIIL 

A  brief  account  of  the  immenfe  value  of  the  horfe  furniture  belonging  to  na¬ 
dir  SHAH.  Converfation  with  mustapha  khan  upon  that  fubjedl. 
A  remarkable  infance  of  nadir’j'  cruelty,  and  his  manner  of  giving 
audience  to  Europeans.  SuppreJJion  of  the  rebellion  in  shirass. 

Having  nowvifited  the  camp  at  large,  and  informed  myfelf  of 
thefe  particulars  concerning  it  j  I  was  defirous  to  fee  that  part  of 
the  shah’s  riches,  which  confilfed'in  horfe-furniture.  He  had  four 

“  See  reprefentation  of  nadir’s  horfe  in  the  frontifpiece  of  the  fourth  volume. 
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complete  fets,  one  mounted  with  pearls,  another  with  rubies,  a  third  with 
emeralds,  and  the  laft  with  diamonds,  mod;  of  which  were  of  fo  prodi¬ 
gious  a  fize  as  hardly  to  merit  belief ;  for  many  of  them  appeared  as  big 
as' a  pigeon’s  egg^  I  could  not  but  regard  them  with  wonder,  nolt  more 
for  their  immenfe  value,  than  for  the  barbarous -tafte  in  which  they  were 
fet;  for  fome  of  them  did  not  appear  to  have  any  art  at  all  bellowed  on 
them.  I  vifited  mu  staph  a  khan,  and  took  occalion  to  mention  my 
furprize  at  the  prodigious  value  of  the  shah’s  horfe- furniture,  which  fo 
much  exceeded  any  thing  I  had  ever  formed  an  idea  of  in  that  kind: 

I  obferved  to  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  jewels  in  Europe  appear  in¬ 
comparably  brighter  and  neater  fet ;  and  that  if  his  majedy  would  truft 
me  with  one  of  thofe  bridles,  I  would  procure  a  complete  horfe-furniture 
to  be  made  in  Europe,  which  fhould  exceed  any  thing  that  had  yet  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  world :  I  faid  this  becaufe  it  naturally  arofe  from  the  fubjedf, , 
and  not  that  I  expected  nadir  under  his  circumfliances  would  confent  to  > 
part  with  his  bridle  for  any  fuch  purpofe  ;  however  at  another  vifit  I  took  - 
occalion  to  hint  the  fame  thing,  and  the  khan  politely  faid,  “  My  maf- 
“  ter  has  not  patience. enough  to  wait  till  it  diould  be  linilhed.’’ 

Must  A  PH  A  khan,  as  already  obferved  from  the  teftimony  of  hahd- 
gee  zamon,  was  conlidered  as  the  mod:  upright  man  in  the  Persian* 
court,  and  the  shah  now  allowed  him  10,000  crowns  a  year.  I  thought 
myfelf  happy  in  the  regard  which  he-  diewed  me  during  my  day  in  the 
camp  ;  and  gratitude  as  well  as  policy  feemed  to  call  on  me  to  make  him 
a  prefent,  which  condded  of  a  gold  repeating  watch,  fome  fine  cloth,  and 
rich  filk  :  he  Ihewed  fome  repugnance,  till  I  infided  on  his  accepting. fo 
trifling  a  mark  of  my  gratitude.  In  return  he  prefented  me  with  fome  jewels, 
part  of  the  plunder  of  dehli,  which  had  once  adorned  the  cap  of  fome- 
unhappy  INDIAN  :  the  principal  jewel  confided  of  a  large  faphir  in  gold,  . 
fet  round  with  diamonds  j  thefe  lad  were  not  only  fmall,  but  bored. 

_  ®  What  became  of  thofe  bridles  I  have  not  yet  heard ;  .for  I  make  no  doubt  but  they  were  plun-- 
dered  in  common  with  the  reft  of  the  camp,  when  nadir  was  killed  about  three  years  after  this  time.. 

I’  It  may  be  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  only  fo  much  of  the  prefent  was  charged  to  the  adventurers,  . 
as  exceeded  the  vakse  of  the  jewels  which  the  khan  gave  me  in  return. 
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througli- in-the  manner  the  Asiatics  often  fpoil  their  precious  ftones: 
the  reverfeof  this  piece  was  enamelled  with  flowers.  The  khan  had  formerly 
been  a  prifoner  in  turkey,  where  he  had  acquired  feme  knowledge  of 
(the  intereft  of  the  ottoman  court ;  but  he  feemed  to  know  nothing  of 
any  othet;.  At  tlie  time  of  nadir’s  death  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
on  the  road  on  an  embafiy  to  turkey,  and  by  that  means  efcaped  the 
.‘fate  he  might  otherwife  have  met  with  as  a  favourite  of  his  mafler. 

The  24th  in  the  evening  a  man  was  executed  with  circumflances  that 
-gave  me  ftrong  imprefllons  of  the  cruel  difpofltion  of  -nadir,  who,  in  the 
article  of  death,  could  jefl:  with  a  malefadtor.  A  perfon  who  had  collecfl:- 
ed  taxes,  was  complained  of  by  the  peafants,  of  whom  it  appeared  he  had 
made  greater  exactions  than  he  had  accounted  for  to  the  shah  :  this  was 
capital,  and  he  was  accordingly  condemned  to  death:  nadir,  as  if  he 
had  recolleded  fomething  particular  of  this  perfon,  faid  to  him  :  “  I  un- 
‘‘  derftand  you  can  dance  well  j  dance,  and  I  will  fave  your  life.”  The 
man  immediately  began  to  dance,  no  doubt  with  fome  tranfports  of  joy ; 
but  the  shah  ordered  the  executioner  to  flrike  him  upon  the  legs,  which 
necelfarily  prevented  his  performance :  this  tyrant  then  cried  :  “  the  raf- 

cal  does  not  dance  well  3  kill  him.”  After  his  execution  he  was  brought 
out  near  my  tent,  whence  his  friends  removed  him  in  the  night. 
This  was  not  the  only  in  fiance  of  nadir’s  cruelty  that  fell  under  my  ob- 
fervation  while  I  was  in  the  camp  3  for  I  faw  feveral  perfons  of  diflinc- 
tion,  who  rode  about  with  their  feet  wrapt  in  white  cloths,  having  been 
beaten  till  their  nails  came  off  their  toes,  and  the  finews  made  bare, 
which  is^no  extraordinary  thing  to  people  of  the  firfl  quality:  and  fince 
I  am  upon  this  fubjedl,  I  will  give  another  example  of  nadir’s  avarice 
^nd  barbarity,  which  happened  a  little  before  I  was  in  the  camp. 

The  shah  having  appointed  a  certain  general  as  governor  of  a  province, 
?impofed  an  exorbitant  tax  on  it,  to  be  levied  in  fix  months :  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  time  the  governor  was  fent  for  to  the  camp,  and  ordered 
to  produce  the  account.  He  did  fo,  but  it  amounted  only  to  half  the 
fum  demanded.  The  shah  called  him  a  rafcal3  and  telling  him  he  had 

flolen 


PERSIA'N  CAMP. 


Chap.  XXXVIir. 


257 


ftolen  the  other  half  of  the  money,  ordered  the  executioners  to  baftonade 
him  to  death :  his  eftate  alfo  being  confifcated,  all  his  effedts  fell  very 
fliort  of  the  demands.  The  fervants  of  the  deceafed  were  then  ordered  to 
come  into  the  shah's  prefence,  and  he  enquired  of  them  if  there  was  any 
thing  left  belonging  to  their  mafter ;  to  which  they  anfwered,  only  a  dog. 
He  then  commanded  the  dog  to  be  brought  before  him  j  and  obferved  that 
he  appeared  to  be  much  honefter  than  his  mafter  had  been  5  however 
that  he  ihould  be  led  through  the  camp  from  tent  to  tent,  and  beaten 
with  fticks,  and  wherever  he  expired,  the  mafter  of  fuch  tent  fhould  pay 
the  fum  deficient.  Accordingly  the  dog  was  carried  to  the  tents  of  the 
minifters  fucceftively,  who  hearing  the  cafe,  immediately  gave  fums  of 
money  according  to  their  abilities,  to  procure  the  removal  of  the  dog  5  by 
which  means  the  whole  fum  the  shah  demanded  was  raifed  in  a  few- 
hours  time. 


Cruel  as  this  tyrant  was,  fome  of  his  predeceflbrs  have  not  fallen  much^ 
ftiort  of  him  :  how  will  cuftom  render  the  heart  obdurate  to  the  impref- 
fions  of  humanity,  and  the  ear  deaf  to  the  calls  of  mercy  !  It  was  an  an- 
tient  puniftiment  in  Persia  for  an  offender  to  be  put  between  two  boards,, 
and  fawn  afunder.  Shah  abas  the  great  is  faid  to  have  cut  off  a 
man’s  nofe,  and  the  flefh  from  other  parts  of  his  body  with  his  own' 
hand,  and  afterwards  obliged  the  fufferer  to  eat  them. 

To  refume  my  own  ftory :  being  uncertain  which  rout  the  army  would 
take,  and  by  no  means  convenient  to  ftay  any  longer  in  the  camp  ;  the 
25th  I  vifited  MU  STAPH  A  KHAN,  and  begged,  as  he  had  honoured  me 
with  fo  many  marks  of  his  politenefs  and  friendftiip,  that  he  would  now 
aflift  me  with  his  advice,  what  rout  I  ought  to  take  to  astrabad  :  for 
confidering  the  fituation  of  Persia,  and  the  d  ingers  I  had  already  gone 
through,  I  thought  I  could  not  take  too  much  care.  The  khan  told 
me  very  ingenuoufly,  “  You  muft  not  go  the  dired:  road-to  astrabab  ; 

“  for  the  paffage  through  the  mountains  to  the  north-eaft  of  case  in  is 
“  inhabited  by  people'  who  are  in  circumftances  to  do  any  defperate  ac- 
‘‘  tion.  I  advife  you  to  return  back  to  ghilan,  and  if  you  cannot  go 
“  from  thence  by  water  to  astrabad,  you  muft  take  your  chance  by 
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land' through  mazanderan  j  but  carry  a  good  guard  with  you.  I  will 
<<  give  you  two  faithful  foldiers,  who  fhall  fee  you  fafe  from  hence  to  a- 

BAR  ;  there  you  may  take  other  foldiers.”  I  had  now  with  me  a  frefh 
company,  my  Russian  fervant  only  having  been  with  me  at  astrabad; 
and  of  thefe  fome  refufed  to  go  at  all,  and  others  were  diffident  what 
rout  we  ought  to  take. 

The  next  day  arrived  news,  that  the  king’s  forces  had  recovered  all 
the  country  about  shirass,  and  w^ere  preparing  to  take  the  city  by  ftorm. 
I  had  flattered  myfelf,  that  the  shah  w^ould  have  called  me  before  him  5 
.but  either  from  the  diftreflTed  fituation  of  his  affairs,  or  his  perfuafion 
of  the  truth  of  the  account  I  gave  in,  1  had  no  opportunity  of  being  que- 
jftioned,  or  of  indulging  my  curioflty  fo  fully  as  I  defired.  The  manner 
in  which  Europeans  were  prefented  to  him  is  this:  they  walked  faff; 
into  his  prefence,  bowing  three  times  j  and  though  the  Persians  do  not 
xincover  themfelves,  yet  as  he  knew  it  is  a  mark  of  refpedl  among  Euro¬ 
peans,  he  required  it  of  them.  Nadir  took  occafion  more  than  once 
■to  obferve  of  the  English,  “  that  they  are  bold,  and  appear  like  men  of 
.bufinefs^”  He  was  now  expeding  further  news  from  shirass,  and  by  his 
flow  marches  towards  casbin,  feemed  as  if  he  intended  to  go  himfelf, 
if  his  forces  did  not  fucceed'in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  empire.  It  is 
hardly  credible  with  what  untired  attention  he  applied  himfelf  to  bu- 
iinefs. 

CossiM  KHAN  the  chancellor  being  much  in  favour  with  the  shah, 
was  employed  in  writing  an  account  of  his  wars  :  I  queflion  if  thofc  writ¬ 
ings  have  at  prefent  any  exiftence  j  but  if  they  have,  as  nadir  had  a 
fight  of  them  himfelf  from  time  to  time,  they  muff  be  fufpedted  of  great 
.partiality.  I  have  had  occaflon  to  obferve,  that  the  chancellor,  as  well  as 
MUSTAPHA  KHAN  fupported  his  reputation  f  and  as  the  former  had  given 
feveral  marks  of  his  attention  to  our  commercial  intereff,  I  thought  it 
proper  to  make  him  a  prefent,  though  he  alfo  fhewed  fome  repugnance 
ito  the  acceptance  of  it.  I  then  took  my  leave  of  mustapha  khan, 

^  He  had  in  paft  times  frequent  occafion  to  fee  the  fervants  of  the  east-india  company. 

and 
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and  received  his  commiffions  for  certain  things  which  he  wanted  from 
EUROPE  He  delivered  me  Into  the  charge  of  an  under-officer  and  a 
foldler,  to  attend  me  as  far  as  abar. 


CHAP.  XXXIX. 

The  author  s  journey  from  the  Persian  camp  to  langarood.  Regular 
tions  of  the  pofmaflers  in  Persia  ;  a  remarkable  ftory  of  one  of  them\ 
with  an  account  of  the  Persian  couriers^ 

The  27th  of  March  we  fet  out  from  the  camp,  the  officer  and 
foldler  charged  with  the  care  of  us  were  of  the  yesaul,  who,  as  I 
have  obferved,  are  diftingulffied  by  their  caps ;  and  whofe  office  It  Is  in 
time  of  action,  to  ffioot  thofe  who  turn  their  back  on  the  enemy.  Thefe 
men  had  been  in  india  with  the  shah,  and  informed  me  of  fome  parti- 
ticulars  in  relation  to  that  memorable  expedition.  This  day  we  travel¬ 
led  about  6  leagues  to  the  village  of  shubochi.  The  different  rout  I 
now  took,  exhibited  the  fame  melancholy  profped:  of  vaff  tracts  of  excellent 
arable  land  lying  waffe  in  one  of  the  fined:  climates  in  the  world  5  fo  that  I 
could  not  comprehend  how  the  shah  fupported  his  army:  the  houfes 
fupplied  only  fuel,  and  we  faw  feveral  maroders  pulling  them  down 
for  that  purpofe.  The  next  day  we  pafled  through  a  ruined  village,  co¬ 
vered  on  the  oppofite  fide  with  an  inacceflible  mountain  :  here  we  difco- 
vered  five  perfons,  who  as  we  approached,  ran  to  their  horfes,  which 
were  ready  faddled,  and  tied  to  trees  :  they  took  to  their  arms  as  if  they 
meant  to  attack  us ;  on  our  part  we  prepared  for  a  defence.  Our  two 
foldiers,  who  did  not  feem  to  have  our  prefervatlon  much  at  heart,  loi¬ 
tered  behind,  and  entered  into  a  parley  with  them  :  this  gave  me  fome 
uneafinefs,  and  induced  me  to  flop  upon  an  eminence  attended  by  one  fer- 
vant,  to  fee  the  iffue  of  their  conference ;  but  my  interpreter  foon  rode 
back  full  fpeed,  and  reproached  me  for  flaying  behind,  declaring  that  if 
we  did  not  keep  together  upon  our  guard,  we  might  be  cut  off ;  for  that 
he  had  difcovered  four  of  thofe  men  were  gone  round  the  hill,  whilfl 

*  The  fubfequent  flats  of  our  affairs  never  permitted  the  execution  of  this  commiflion. 
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one  kept  the  foldiers  in  parley.  His  fears  were  not  without  foundation, 
for  the  foldiers  who  foon  came  up  with  us,  had  taken  a  ftolen  horfe  in 
exchange  from  one  of  them,  who  acknowledged  to  him,  that  the  reputa¬ 
tion  which  the  Europeans  have  acquired  for  their  dexterity  in  the  ufe  of 
fire-arms,  had  been  our  greateft  fecurity.  At  laft  we  reached  asdolen, 
one  of  the  lead;  deferted  villages  I  had  feen  in  this  journey  j  we  had 
been  eight  hours  on  the  road,  but  found  ourfelves  advanced  only  five  com¬ 
puted  leagues. 

The  29th,  We  afcended  a  mountain,  the  feveral  turnings  of  the  road 
making  between  three  and  four  miles :  the  air  on  the  top  was  fo  extreme¬ 
ly  rarified,  and  the  winds  fo  piercing,  that  it  .w^as  with  difficulty  I  drew 
my  breath.  In  the  valley  we  found  a  very  different  climate,  and  abar 
appeared  before  us  in  a  delightful  fituation  :  this  city  however  was  much 
in  the  fame  circumftances  as  the  others,  and  it  was  not  without  difficulty 
we  obtained  a  lodging.  The  garrifon  here  was  commanded  by  a  fon  of 
MAGHMUD  the  AFGHAN,  wlio,  as  the  PERSIANS  fay,  fet  out  with  only 
12,000  men,  when  he  conquered  fo  great  a  part  of  this  empire.  The 
mountains,  over  which  lay  our  diredl  road,  being  covered  with  fnow,  wc 
were  under  a  neceffity  of  going  near  three  leagues  about ;  and  in  the  fpace 
of  four  leagues,  the  road  was  fo  formed,  that  we  were  obliged  to  pafs  a 
branch  of  the  kizilazan  fixty-five  times;  one  of  my  company  having 
had  the  curiofity  to  count  them  :  this  river  was  about  thirty  feet  wide, 
and  two  or  three  feet  deep,  full  of  rocks  and  round  ftones,  and  the  ftream 
rapid.  After  ten  hours  journey  we  arrived  at  a  defolate  caravanferai,  where 
we  found  nothing  but  water ;  we  had  however  provided  ourfelves  at  a  vil¬ 
lage  on  the  road,  where  the  inhabitants  entertained  us  with  great  hofpita- 
lity  :  I  obferved  a  tree  with  a  number  of  rags  tied  to  the  branches,  thefe 
were  fo  many  charms  which  paffengers  coming  from  ghiLan,  a  province 
remarkable  for  agues,  had  left  there  in  a  fond  expectation  of  leaving  their 
difeafe  alfo  on  the  fame  fpot. 

The  3ifi,  We  travelled  near  ten  hours  without  finding  'any  provifion 
on  the  road:  as  we  approached  the  mountains  which  cover  ghilan,  we 
found  the  reflection  of  the  fun  fo  firong,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  we 

defended 


> 


26i 


Chap. XXXIX.  AND  RETURNS  TO  GHILAN. 

defended  ourfelves  againft  the  fcorching  heat.  At  length  we  defcried  ar- 
SEViL,  a  fmall  village,  the  fight  of  which  fupported  our  drooping  fpirits, 
almofi:  exhaufted  with  fatigue  and  hunger  j  but  we  had  themortification  to 
find  only  one  narrow  pafs  to  it,  and  that  was  fenced  up  with  large  fir-trees, 
and  a  great  bank  of  earth :  we  fufpeded  that  the  village  was  in  ffate  of 
rebellion,  and  to  force  ourfelves  into  it,  might  be  attended  with  fome 
dangerous  confequences :  however  necefiity  filenced  our  fcruples,  and  we 
fummoned  all  our  ffrength,  to  remove  the  impediment,  which  cofi:  us  no 
fmall  labour  j  it  feems  the  villagers,  out  of  fear  of  the  sh  ah’s  couriers,  had 
made  ufe  of  this  expedient. 

i ' 

Spring  was  already  advanced  to  the  fulnefs  of  its  charms  :  the  bright- 
nefs  of  the  iky,  the  falls  of  water  from  the  rocks,  the  variety  of  verdure 
on  the  different  trees  on  the  mountains,  the  lawns  and  corn-fields,  filled 
the  imagination  with  the  mofi:  pleafmg  ideas :  we  had  now  before  us  a 
noble  and  extenfive  profpedt,  ftupendous  mountains  rifing  gradually  on 
each  other,  fome  of  them  with  their  fummits  covered  with  fnow,  whilft 
others  concealed  their  heads  in  clouds.  In  the  valley  appeared  many  ru¬ 
ined  villages;  but  the  ferpentine  channel  of  the  kizilazan,  with  the  va¬ 
riety  of  lawns  and  woods,  formed  a  delightful  fcene.  The  courfe  of 
this  river,  which  is  one  of  the  mod  famous  in  Persia,  is  rapid,  and  the 
foil  it  paffes  over  in  many  places,  tinges  its  waters  with  a  red  colour  % 
The  return  of  fpring  naturally  delights,  the  mind  ;  and  to  me  it  afforded 
fo  much  the  more  pleafure,  as  iny  pad  winter  had  been  attended  with 
many  circumflances  of  diftrefs.  How  happy,  thought  I,  might  Persia 
be,  if  a  general  depravity  of  manners  did  not  involve  her  inhabitants  in 
fuch  an  inextricable  confufion  ;  but  how  much  more  happy  are  thofe 
countries,  whofe  government  is  not  defpotic,  and  whofe  people  are  infpir- 
cd  with  fentiments  of  virtue  and  true  religion  ;  the  only  means  of  blunt¬ 
ing  the  edge  of  thofe  calamities  to  which  human  life  is  fubje<5t.  The 
defolate  country  through  which  we  had  travelled  for  fo  many  days,  made 
GHILAN  the  more  ftriking.  Arzevil  was  bordered  by  olive-trees:  the 
walks  in  their  gardens  were  covered  with  vines,  and  their  fruit-trees  in 


*  Kizil  fignifying  red,  it  is  probable  this  river  may  be  called  kizilazan  from  fome  fuch  reafon. 
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‘  blolTom:  here  wereiew  marks  of  art,  but  nature,  with  a  little  induftry^ 
feemed  to  furnifh  all  that  was  needful  or  pleafant. 

Upon  our  entrance  into  the  village,  we  were  received  with  marks  of 
liofpitality ;  for  the  peafants  knew  we  fliould  pay  for  what  our  occahons 
required ;  but  they  were  much  alarmed  on  account  of  the  king’s  couriers 
who  without  pity  take,  and  without  mercy  ride  the  horfes  of  the  poor  in¬ 
habitants.  In  fadl  we  had  not  been  in  the  village  two  hours  before  eight 
of  them  arrived,  who  contrary  to  the  ufual  cuflom,  were  armed  with 
inufquets,  though  in  general  they  wear  only  fabres  :  their  bufinefs  was  to 
examine,  and  take  the  depohtion  of  the  villagers  concerning  thirty  robbers, 
who  had  lately  infefted  the  country,  and  of  whom  we  had  feen  a  party  of 
five,  three  days  before. 

Thefe  couriers  wear  a  white  fafh  girded  from  their  fhoulders  to  their 
waift  many  times  round  their  bodies,  by  which  means  they  are  enabled 
to  ride  for  many  days  without  great  fatigue  :  they  take  horfes  wherever 
they  can  find  them,  which  frequently  are  not  returned  to  the  owners ; 
they  even  difmount  travellers,  and  often  leave  them  to  walk  with  their  bag¬ 
gage.  The  injuflice  of  this  behaviour  occafions  their  being  fometimes  re- 
pulfed  and  feverely  treated  3  though  according  to  the  laws,  an  intire  fub- 
miflion  is  required,  as  they  are  employed  for  the  king’s  bufinefs.  Poft- 
maflers  are  fupplied  by  the  king’s  orders  with  30,  40,  or  50  horfes,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  appointments  j  but  as  the  demand  is  frequently  greater 
than  they  are  able  to  fupply,  and  the  shah’s  allowance  very  fmall,  they 
are  often  obliged  to  abfcond,  which  is  a  great  caufe  of  the  barbarity  of  the 
couriers.  One  of  thefe  poflrnaflers  being  challenged  upon  this  account 
by  NADIR,  anfwered  in  thefe  terms  :  “  That  I  have  not  fupplied  your  cou- 
“  riers  with  horfes,  is  moft  certain ;  becaufe.  for  every  ten  horfes  you 
“  provided,  you  fent  me  twenty  couriers  :  a  man  had  better  die  at  once, 
“  than  live  to  feiwe  a  rafcal  3”  and  immediately  he  flabbed  himfelf The 
SHAH  cried  out  ‘‘  that  is  a  brave  fellow  3  fave  him  :  ”  but  it  was  too  late. 

^  Whom  he  PERSIANS  call  Choppars. 

^  This  is  but  the'fecond  inftance  that  I  have  known  of  a  Persian’s  being  guilty  of  fuicide. 

Whilft 
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Whilft  I'was  in  this  village  I  obferved,  not  v^ithout  indignation,  boyS' 
of  twenty,  armed  with  a  military  authority,  giving  blows  on  the  heads  of 
'  thofe,  whofe  grey  beards  fpoke  their  age,  and  the  reverence  due  to  it. 
This  fort  of  treatment  was  pra6tifed  fometimes  for  very  trifling  offences, , 
and  frequently  for  no  offence  at  all  ':  nor  could  I  reflrain  my  own  Arme¬ 
nian  fervants  on  many occafions  from  following  this  brave  example;, 
till  I^affured  them  they  fhould  receive  ten  ftrokes  for  one  they  gave.  Hav-  ' 
ing  j*efrefhed  ourfelves,  we  departed  in  the  evening,  taking  our  rout  over 
a  high  mountain,  from  whence  we  defcended  into  a  pleafant  and  fruitful- 
valley,  and  crofllng  the  kizilazan,  we  took  up  our  lodging  two  leagues  ^ 
diflance"  from  arsevil. 

J. 

The  ]  fl:  of  April,  we  paffed  through  the  narrow  paths  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  which  guard  the  province  of  ghilan,  in  view  of  many  pleafant 
valleys,  and  travelling  7  leagues,  arrived  at  cued un  ;  here  we  lodged  in  a 
very  mean  caravanferai,  which  we  left  early  the  next  morning,  and  arrived  ■ 
happily  at  reshd. 


G  H  A  P.  XL. 

The  author  arrives  at  langarood,  and  finds  naval  preparatiojis  ?naking 
for-an  expedition  to  balkhan.  He  is  vifited  by  a  mullah,  uith  vohom 
he  enters  into  a-  converfation.  .  The  mullah’j  notion  of  marriage^  alfo  ' 
of  temperance^  drefs^  ^c.  An  account  of  the  voofnen^  their  marriages,, 
domefitc  fiavery,  and  fubjeBion  in  Persia.  Thoughts  on.jcaloufy,  and  mar-t¬ 
riages  in  EUROPE  compared  with  thofe  i^asia, 

After  the  pleafure  of  feeing  Mr.'  brown,  and  my  other  friends 
in  RESHD,  the  4th  of  April  I  departed  from  thence,  and  arrived  i 
early  the  next  morning  at  langarood,  where  I  was  for  the  third  time,  . 
kindly  received  by  Mr.  el  ton,  and  two  of  the  french  miflionaries,  , 
who  were  then  with  him.  They  informed  me,  that  ail  the  fliips  and  1 
veffels  on  the  Persian  coafl  of  the  Caspian,  had  been  taken  into  the 
shah’s  fervice,  in  order  to  carry  proviflons  to  balkhan  ;  the  king  pur-  - 

fuing  ■ 
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fuing  his  intention  of  erecting  a  fortification  in  that  place,  with  a  view  to 
•keep  the  Turkoman  tartars  in  awe;  and  by  driving  them  from  that 
.  advantageous  retreat,  ’in  fome  meafure  prevent  their  incurlions  ^  This  af- 
affair  was  fo  - warmly  profeciited,  that  the  fhips  already  laden  at  enzel- 
. LEE  by  the  Russian  and  Armenian  merchants  for  astrachan,  were 
i  threatened  to  have  their  cargoes  taken  out.  Thefe  naval  preparations  were 
•.  conduded  by  the  admiral  mahommed  khan,  whofe  ignorance  of  mari- 
-  time  affairs  I  have  already  mentioned  :  he  was  fo  little  a  mafter  of  his  bu- 
finefs,  that  he  did  not  know  the  neceflity  of  navigating  fliips  at  fome  dif- 
■  tance  from  the  fliore ;  nor  that  boats,  on  the  other  hand,  mufl  coaft  it. 
Finding  me  returned  fuccefsfully  from  the  camp,  he  appeared  jealous  of  my 
refentment  of  his  former  condud  ^  and  apprehenfive  that  the  value  of  the 
piftols  I  had  prefented  him  was  greater  than  it  really  was^j  being  ignorant 
.alfo  how  to  ufe  the  fcrew-barrils,  he  offered  to  return  them  ;  to  which  I 
.had  no  objedion. 

Policy  did  not  require  the  femblance  of  refentment  on  my  part ;  and  cha¬ 
rity  feldom  warrants  the  reality  of  it.  A  mind  fuperior  to  the  injuries 
we  fuffer  by  the  weaknefs  or  wickednefs  of  others,  feems  to  be  the  fureft 
.mark  of  that  generohty  of  fpirit  which  chriflianity  requires,  and  bids 
fairefl;  to  fecure  that  tranquility  which  conflitutes  in  great  meafure  our 
temporal  happinefs.  If  we  refied  that  men  generally  ad  like  themfelves, 
and  are  no  better  than  their  heads  and  their  hearts  permit  them  to  be ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  this  confideration  teaches  us  whom  to  trufl  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  world,  it  fliould  inftrud  us  alfo  how  to  Rifle  our  refentments  j 
and  to  think  it  our  greatefl:  glory  to  triumph  over  the  pride,  that  is,  the 
weaknefs  of  human  nature.  This  is  mofl:  certainly  the  leffon  which  the  great 
law-giver  of  the  Christian  world  both  taught  and  pradifed. 

Mahommed  khan  was  ordered  to  march  towards  astrabad  with 
tthe  forces  under  his  command.  I  vifited  him  to  enquire  of  what  was 
•pafling  in  astrabad  ;  and  underRood  that  things  were  yet  in  the  utmoR 
diforder.  He  and  his  family  were  under  great  afil*idlon,  news  being  come 
that  MIR  HASSAN  BEG,  a  general,  and  one  of  his  near  relations,  was  run 

■»  See  Chap.  XX.  ^  He  had  heard  that thofe  fent  to  ah  rouvi  khan  wei'e  worth  1000  crowns. 

from 
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from  the  shah’s  camp  to  the  rebels  at  shir  ass  :  nor  were  his  thoughts 
lefs  perplexed  on  account  of  the  difficulties  he  apprehended  in  the  expe¬ 
dition  to  TURKUMANiA.  He  pretended  to  have  received  orders  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  decree  which  the  shah  had  granted,  for  the  payment  of  my 
lofs  at  ASTRABAD,  and  demanded  an  account  of  the  particulars  of  it,  which  . 
I  gave  him. 

I  was  vilited  here  by  a  mullah,  who  came  in  company  with  shah-  • 
verdie  beg,  the  perfon  to  whom  I  was  fo  much  obliged:  they  enter¬ 
tained  us  with  feveral  quotations  out  of  their  poets,  particularly  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  pleafures  and  miferies  of  life,  arifing  from  the  fociety  of  wo-- 
men ;  and  expreffed  themfelves  upon  this '  fubjed:  with  great  delicacy.^ 
Shahverdie  beg  was  an  admirer  of  bacchus,  as  well  as  of  venus. 
After  other  remarks  the  mullah  obferved  to  me,  that  though  their 
law  permitted  a  plurality  of  wives,  and  did  not  reftrain  men  in  their 
nunaber  of  concubines ;  yet  they  always  confidered  'him  as  the  moft  vir¬ 
tuous  man,  vvho  confined  himfelf  to  one  wife,  without  any  concubine : ; 
he  intimated  his  opinion  at  the  fame  time,  that  celibacy  feemed  to  be  a  i 
war  againfl  nature,  and  was  confequently  a  vice. 

The  tendency  of  the  mullah’s  doctrine  was  plainly  upon  the  Chris¬ 
tian  fcheme,  of  one  to  one  j  and  that  the  date  of  marriage  is  the  date: 
of  nature ;  confidering  man  as  an  animal,  a  rational,  a  focial,  or  an  ac-  • 
countable  being.  The  pradice  of  the  mahommedans  however  feems  to  > 
oppofe  all  thefe  principles,  except  the  drd :  no  man  can  have  a  natural : 
right  to  a  plurality  of  women,  becaufe  of  his  fuperior  wealth  and  for¬ 
tune  j  for  if  he  has  many,  the  poor  man  cannot  have  one,  unlefs  we  fup- 
pofe  the  lives  of  men  to  be  confiderably  diorter  than  thofe  of  women, , 
which  is  not  the  cafe  5  neither  are  there  more  women  born  than  men.  It 
has  been  a  fubjed  often  difputed,  if  polygamy  tends  to  the  encreafe  of 
mankind :  it  is  true  in  countries  where  it  is  allowed,  hardly  a  dngle  wo¬ 
man  is  to  be  found  after  the  age  of  16  or  18;  whereas  this  is  not  the  cafe  . 
in  CHRISTENDOM:  yet  if  marriage  among  the  Christians  was  fo  uni- 
verfal  as  among  the  .mahommedans,  it  may  be  prefumed  they  would 
have  the  advantage,  if  they  have  it  not  as  the  cafe  now  dands  j  becaufe  a 
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defed:  in  nature  In  one  man,  could  render  only  one  woman  infertile; 
.whereas  among  the  polygamifts  it  renders  many  fo.  There  are  other  rea- 
fons  in  favour  of  the  Christians,  arifing  from  the  freedom  fo  natural  to 
mankind  even  from  their  infancy,  which  mahommedan  women  and 
children  do  not  enjoy  :  add  to  -this,  the  plagues,  wars,  cruelties,  and  famines 
which  happen  among  th,e  latter,  more  than  in  Christendom;  but  it  is  a 
matter  of  no  great  moment  which  has  the’ advantage,  if  it  is  prefumed  that 
it  will  not  make  any  diiference  in  the  religion  or  politics  of  either. 

t  * 

Only  four  wives  for  life  are  efteemed  honourable  in  Persia  ;  and 
though  men  of  fortune  have  generally  more  women,  the  refl:  are  held  as 
concubines.  The  notion  of  their  marrying  their  fillers  has  been  lo'ng 
exploded.  Before  marriage  the  woman  is  examined  in  regard  to  her 
perfon  by  the  mother,  or  other  relation  of  the  man  ;  as  the  man  is  by  the 
parents  or  friends  of  the  woman.  A  report  being  made,  the  woman’s  pa¬ 
rents  demand  the  price,  which  being  paid,  the  judge  %  dr,  where  there 
is  none,  the  prieft'*,  having  received ,  notice  that  the  parties  are  ready, 
marries  them,  oftentimes  without  their  having  ever  feen  each  other.  The 
PERSIANS  may  marry  for  a  month,  or  any  time  agreed  upon  between  the 
parties,  in  the  prefence  of  the  prieft,  and  feparate  when  the  time  is  expired ; 
but  the  woman  muft  not  marry  again  immediately,  unlefs  fhe  is  certain 
of  not  being  with  child*.  If  fhe  is  pregnant,  the  man  is  obliged  to  fup- 
port  her  for  a  year  ;  and  if  the  child  is  a  male,  it  is  his  ;  if  a  female,  hers. 
But  marriage  does  not  give  them  any  liberty;  for  the  women,  to  all  ap¬ 
pearance,  are  confidered  as  little  more  than  lervile  creatures  formed  for  the 
pleafure  and  indulgence  of  their  lord. 

Happy  wei*e  it  for  the  Christian  world  if  women  were  more  gene¬ 
rally  taught  from  the  earliell  time  of  life,  that  rebellion  againfl  hulbands 
in  EUROPE  is  at  lead; as  great  a  crime  as  Asiatic  tyranny  over  wives;'  and  the 
thoughts  of  the  latter  mud;  necedTarily  make  them  Ihudder.  The  medium 
may  be  found  in  fome  countries  but  the  extreme  is  apt  to  prevail.  Wo¬ 
men  are  not  often  taught  the  dodtrine  of  fubordination  otherwife  than  by 

■fKAz  ti.  MULLAH.  *  Perhaps  as  much  in  England  as  any  where. 
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cuftom ;  which  they  fometimes  call,  and  much  oftener  think  an  arbitrary 
invafion  of  their  rights :  the  under  {landing  and  the  heart  ought  to  fub- 
fcribe  to  this  dodrine,  in  order  to  eflablifh  this  rule  of  condud  upon  a  fo- 
lid  balls.  Thus  women  might  more  generally  comprehend,  thatfubordi- 
nation  is  necelTary  to  the  very  being  of  government  j  that  the  pre-eminence 
which  men  enjoy,  confills  chiefly  in  a  fuperior  toil ;  that  whether  a 
man  has  the  mind  of  an  angel,  or  a  brute.  Hill  the  gentle  paflions,  and  a 
fubmilTive  condud  of  a  wife,.mufl:  ellablilh  her  power  in  the  heart  of  her 
hulband  more  permanently  than  all  the  arts  of  pride  and  rebellion  ;  thus  it  ' 
mud  be  if  (he  means  to  polTefs  his  affedions :  and  if  Ihe  does  not  mean  it, 
he  has  the  greater  reafon  to  maintain’ that  fuperiority  with  which  nature 
has  inveded  him.  And  as  providence  has  appointed  man  the  guardian 
and  protedor  of  woman,  he  ought  therefore  to  be  the  chief  objed  of  her 
love ;  not  in  an  abdraded  fpeculation,  but  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the 
great  ends  of  providence. 

To  enter  deep  into  this  argument,  is  not  my  purpofe  ;  I  only  mean  to 
recommend  an  obfervance  of  the  wife  difpofiftons  of  providence,  and  to 
diew  how  reciprocal  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  as  focial  beings,  mud  ne- 
celfarily  be,  as  well  from  the  make  of  the  human  mind,  as  from  the  ne- 
ceflities  to  which  our  condition  is  fubjeded.  But  there  is  one  particular' 
which  I  think  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  :  the  fenfible  part  of  man¬ 
kind  are  ever  lamenting  the  great  want  of  frienddiip  in  tlie  world :  they 
form  high  ideas  of  the  charms  of  it :  they  purfue  it  with  anxious  defires : 
but  how  few  have  virtue  enough  to  enjoy  it  j  and  of  thofe  few,  how  fmall 
is  the  number  of  fuch  as  are  fo  fortunate  to  find  their  equals  5  infomuch 
that  it  has  been  emphatically  faid,  “  there  are  as  many  kings  as'  friends.", 
It  is  a  common  obfervation,  that  men  excel  women  in  frienddiip,  as  wo¬ 
men  do  men  in  love:  it  is  certain  the  fird  depends  mod  on  the  under- 
danding,  the  lad  on  the  afledions;  but  it  would  not  be  any  fubjed  of  wonder, 
confidering  the  modern  polite  education  of  European  women,  if  they  w^ere 
deficient  in  both  :  to  the  former  at  lead  great  difcernment,  as  well  as  goodnefs 
of  heart  are  elTentially  necelTary:  however  as  this  amounts  to  no  more 
than  opinion,  I  Inay  declare  mine  5  that  if  there  are  not  many  friendlhips 
VoL.  L  LI  in 


268  THE  AUTHOR’S  CONVERSATION  Part II. 

in  the  wedded  ftate,  there  are  yet  fewer  in  any  other  j  confequently  thofe 
who  are  adventurers  for  a  friend,  ought  to  run  the  rifque  of  marriage,  if 
they  can  fo  temper  their  paffions  with  judgment,  as  to  difcern  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  love  and  friendfhip,  and  make  a  happy  mixture  of  both. 

Mankind  are  in  many  refpedts  the  fame  in  all  countries  j  but  the  ma- 
HOMMEDANs  Certainly  deviate  from  the  laws  of  god  and  nature,  by  an 
arbitrary  invafion  of  the  rights  of  one  half  of  the  fpecies.  Tell  a  ma- 
HOMMEDAN,  that  EUROPEAN  Women  are  permitted  to  walk  abroad  with 
their  faces  uncovered,  to  fee,  and  to  fpeak  to  men :  he  cries  with  aflonifh- 
ment !  “  How  is  it  poffible  that  the  Christians  can  fuffer  fuch  an  abufe?’* 
By  this  we  fee  he  has  no  notion  of  a  principle  arifing  from  education 
and  religion.  Talk  to  him  of  making  wives  the  guardians  of  their  own 
honour,  with  fome  prudent  reffridlions,  as  women  may  be  differently  cir- 
cumftanced  :  he  fays,  ‘‘  Alas !  women  are  the  fame  in  all  countries  ^  if  this 
“  condudt  was  permitted  among  us,  indead  of  a  plurality  of  wives,  what 
“  fecurity  could  we  have  in  the  property  of  one  ?  I  thank  my  fiars  that  I 
“  was  born  a  mahommedan.”  In  the  light  which  they  fee  things,  this 
is  very  eafy  to  imagine  j  but  they  forget,  that  their  women  would  have  a 
jufter  reafon  to  blefs  their  stars,  had  they  been  born  Christians,  at  lead 
in  countries  where  tliey  enjoy  one  common  liberty  with  the  men. 

Women  in  asia  may  fometimes  live  in  harmony  in  the  harram  ; 
their  lord  may  have  a  fecurity  in  the  pofTeffion  of  their  perfons :  kind  treat¬ 
ment  may  even  engage  their  hearts,  but  not  upon  folid  principles.  We 
often  fee  cuftom  and  habit  prevail  over  nature  j  but  can  a  woman  who  loves 
a  man,  bear  a  competition  for  his  diftinguifhed  regard,  without  fuffering  the 
corroding  pains  of  jealoufy  ? 

The  joys  of  an  European  hufband,  who  underftands  his  religion  as  a 
CHRISTIAN,  and  his  obligations  as  a  focial  being,  are  certainly  founded  in 
reafon  and  nature :  but  to  abate  the  triumphs  of  their  boafted  fuperiority 
'  over  the  mahommedans,  let  us  confider  the  number  whofe  lives  are. 
rendered  unpleafant ;  how  few  are  compleatly  happy,  and  how  many  mi- 
ferable  by  the  methods  eflablifhed  in  Europe  in  the  marriage- date.  Thefe 
,  •  evils 
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evils  feem  to  arife  chiefly  from  one  capital  error,  which  men  are  apt  to  fall  in¬ 
to.  Our  paflions  are  as  eflentlal  a  part  of  our  nature  as  our  reafon ;  and  wo¬ 
men,  with  fome  difference  of  objedls,  are  equally  fubjedl  to  them  with 
men.  Where  an  absurd  education  does  not  make  their  vanity  pre¬ 
ponderate,  love  will  ever  prove  the  ruling  paffion  in  a  woman’s  bread:  j  it 
will  tincture  all  her  thoughts,  and  give  a  bias  to  every  part  of  her  condudl,; 
nor  is  this  her  crime,  but  her  virtue  and  felicity,  the  order  of  providence, 
and  the  wife  deflilnation  of  nature.  The  great  fecret  of  life  then,  is  to 
find  a  proper  objed  for  that  paffion  :  the  hulband  mufl:  be  himfelf  the 
lover,  if  he  means  to  be  beloved :  by  the  confiffency  of  his  own  condu£l 
he  mufl;  infpire  his  wife  with  true  notions  of  happincfs,  that  is,  with  fen- 
ments  of  true  virtue  and  religion ;  and  thus  he  may  preferve  inviolate  in 
the  highefl  fenfe  the  exclufive  property  to  which  he  is  intitled. 

But  there  is  a  great  difference  between  a  manly  rational  love,  and  a  paf- 
fionate'  fondnefs.  The  efleem  which  women  of  fentiments  ufually  have 
fol*  men,  rifes  or  falls  in  proportion  to  the  opinion  they  have  of  their  wif- 
dom ;  but  the  effeminate  fervilities  of  a  doating  fondnefs  bid  fair  to  bring 
on  that  fatiety  or  contempt  which  he  is  mofl  felicitous  to  prevent.  How¬ 
ever  ftrong  the  paflion  of  fovereignty  may  be  in  the  bread  of  fome  women, 
the  man  who  renounces  his  fuperiority,  will  for  that  reafon,  become  an 
objedl  of  her  contempt.  A  mafeuline  tendernefs,  and  politenefs  of  man¬ 
ners,  are  the  beft  means  of  tying  the  bands  of  wedlock,  and  making  them 
graceful,  honourable,  and  productive  of  folid  happinefsj  towards  women  of 
diflinguifhed  beauty,  becaufe  they  are  mofl  in  danger,  and  always  think 
themfelves  mofl  entitled  to  regard :  to  her  who  is  not  beautiful,  becaufe 
this  diflinCtion,  if  die  has  any  ingenioufnefs  of  nature,  will  infpire  her 
heart  with  a  reciprocal  love  5  and  as  it  mufl  flatter  her  opinion  of  her 
own  merit,  will  give  a  proof  of  the  tafle  and  underflanding  of  her  huf- 
band.  Thus  in  either  cafe,  he  will  receive  the  flrongefl  fecurity  of  her 
fidelity,  and  the  bed  earned:  of  a  mutual  felicity.  Marriage,  upon  the 
CHRISTIAN  fcheme,  is  undoubtedly  well  calculated  for  the  happinefs  of 
mankind :  all  conditions  have  their  peculiar  calamities  j  but  I  am  per- 
fuaded  that  mofl  of  the  miferies  which  are  imputed  to  that  date,  are  re- 
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ally  owing  to  the  abufe  of  it ;  for  we  ought  to  remember,  that  the  man 
or  woman,  who  is  a  fool  before  marriage,  will  not  be  changed  by  a  mi¬ 
racle  5  but  if  there  is  good  fenfe  on  either  fide,  this  may  be  a  natural  means 
of  their  becoming  wife. 

There  is  an  utopian  fcheme  which  promifes  well;  but  perhaps  it  is 
calculated  only  for  utopia  :  it  is  indeed  too  good  for  the  prefent  age :  I 
do  not  mean  that  of  buying  wives,  as  they  do  in  Persia,  but  to  take 
them  without  dowry :  the  inheritance  of  the  female,  when  flae  firft  mar¬ 
ries  fliould  revert  to  the  male  heir  of  a  family.  This  fcheme  is  not  the 
worfe  becaufe  it  will  flartle  a  rich  maid  bred  up  in  the  fplendor  of  a 
court:  human  nature  would  be  the  fame;  men  would  marry:  the 
defire  of  happinefs  would  be  the  fame,  and  men  would  marry  the 
SOONER,  becaufe  they  might  rationally  promife  themfelves  more  happi¬ 
nefs  than  experience  can  now  ordinarily  juftify.  In  proportion  to  their 
felicity  would  that  of  their  wives  necefiarily  be  :  more  men  would 
marry,  becaufe  they  would  follow  reafon  and  nature  more,  without  be¬ 
ing  perplexed  with  the  defires  of  gratifications,  founded  in  avarice  or  va¬ 
nity  :  and  as  “  no  marriage  would  be  made  without  love,  fewer  loves 
would  follow  without  marriage.”  Virtue,  and  confequently  happinefs  a- 
mongfi:  women,  would  be  cultivated  ;  becaufe  they  would  have  only  their 
beauty  and  accomplifhments  to  infpire  the  bread:  of  men.  This  fcheme 
would  alfo  enforce  filial  piety  and  duty  to  parents :  children  would 
draw  this  blefiing  on  their  heads ;  for  it  would  create  a  ftronger  connexion 
by  the  dependance  which  they  would  have  on  their  parents,  who  in 
cafes  of  unfortunate  marriages,  might  the  better  be  relieved ;  whereas  pa¬ 
rents,  by  the  large  dowries  now  given,  are  generally  incapable  of  giving 
more ;  and  their  aifedtions  often  become  cold,  by  their  not  being,  fhewn 
that  refpedl  from  married  children,  which  they  would  naturally  receive 
under  the  ftronger  influence  of  interefl. 

This  defign  might  indeed  be  the  worfe  for  the  rich,  who  have  neither 
beauty,  virtue,  fenfe,  or  any  accomplifhment,  except  their  guilding ;  but 
the  number  of  thefe,  which  I  hope  is  not  large  at  prefent,  would^  then 
be  very  fmall.  As  to  the  variety  of  opinions  among  men  concerning  fe¬ 
male 
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male  charms,  they  would  be  more  free  and  genuine,  becaufe  unbiaffed  by 
any  confideration  foreign  to  nature  :  and  if  one  woman  was  by  this  fcheme 
excluded  from  marriage,  ten  would  find  hufbands,  who  now  languifh 
through  life  in  a  wretched  celibacy  j  women  in  general  are. therefore  in- 
terefted  to  confent  to  this  propofal.  The  riches  of  the  world  would  be 
neither  more  nor  lefs  than  they  are  now  :  the  rights  of  a  wife  in  a  free 
country  would  not  be  abridged,  except  the  rights  of  independency  in . 
point  of  fortune  j  and  what  would  they  lofe  by  this,  when  it  is  well  known,, 
that  from  hence  arifes  the  notioil  of  a  feparate  intereft,  which  may  be  pur*» 
fued  WHEN  AND  HOW  they  pleafe ;  and  the. frequent  confequence  of  this 
opinion  is  nothing  lefs  than  misery  to  both  hulband  and  wife,  as  fomc 
thoufands  I  believe  are  ready  to  atted. 

Whatever  may  be  the  confequence  of  too  much  liberty  in  Europe  5  iii 
ASIA,  at  leaft  in  that  part  of  it  which  is  the  fubje(5t'  of 'thefe  remarks ; , 
the  women  are  the  abjed:  flaves  of  men’s  appetites,  being  but  little  remov¬ 
ed  from  profbtutes  :  and  with  regard  to  the  men,  their  pleafures  cannot 
go  much  deeper  than  their  fenfes.  It  is  not  difcoverable  from  the  manner 
in  wdiich  they  treat  the  fubjedl,  and  as  little  from  the  nature  of  their  cor- 
refpondence  with,  women,  that  there '  are  many  traces  of  friendfliip  » 
mixed  with  love ;  confequently  few  partneriliips  in  the  cares  or  calami-* 
ties  of  life  j  and  as  to  the  pleafures  and  amufements  of  it,  they  are  necef-  - 
farily  confined  within  very  narrow  bounds.  But  for  the  greater  fecurity 
of  their  property  in  their  wives,  the  only  one  which  nadir  feemed  to 
have  any  regard  to,  on  his  coming  to  the  crown  he  publifhed  an  ordi¬ 
nance,  which  made  it  prefent  death  for  any  perfon  whomfoever,  who  > 
fhould  attempt  to  corrupt  another  man’s  wife,  or  forcibly  take  a  married 
woman  from  her  hufband ;  for  which  reafon  thofe  who  have  beautiful  . 
daughters  give  them  in  marriage  very  young,  that  they  may  not  be  expofi- 
ed  to  any  violence.  In  the  reign  of  hussein,  men  of.  great  'diftindlion 
were  wont  to.feize  upon  what  women  they  pleafed,  whether  married  or 
iingle  j  but  as  nadir  himfelf  was  a  ftridl  obferver  of  the  law  juft  men-  - 
tioned,  very  few  perfons  had  the  boldnefs  to  .violate  it  in  his  time. 

.ri 
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The  women  of  cntLAN  are  very  induftriousj  the  comoion  fort  are 
often  feen  abroad  without  veils,  planting  rice,  and  performing  other  offices 
of  agriculture :  and  within  doors  they  are  employed  in  fpinning  and  working 
in  different  manufactures :  but  women  of  fuperior  quality  work  very  little, 
if^at  all.  Quintus  curtius  mentions  Alexander’s  fending  to  Da¬ 
rius’s  mother  feveral  pieces  of  purple,  and  other  rich  veftures,  which  he 
had  received  from  ;fs^ACEDONj  that  if  the  manufacture  pleafed  her,  fhe 
might  caufe  her  grandchildren  to  be  taught  how  to  make  them  for  their 
diverfion.  This,  as  the  hidorian  reprefents,  was  refented  "as  a  great  indig¬ 
nity,  it  being  efteemed  mean  and  difhonourable  for  ladies  in  Persia  to 
work  in  wool.  Alexander  excufed  himfelf  as  being  ignorant  of  their 
cufloms,  alledging  that  his  filler  had  worked  the  robe  in  which  he  was 
arrayed.  The  Persian  ladies  are  dill  of  that  opinion ;  nor  is  this  fur- 
prizing,  if  we  confider  That  in  europe.  Where  indudry  is.'reckoned  a  prin¬ 
cipal  virtue,  there  are  many  women,  whofe  birth,  fortune,  and  beauty, 
might  challenge  the  highed  attention,  who  chufe  to  be  ignorant  of  the  ef- 
fential  duties  of  life,  rather  than  of  the  vain  ceremonies  and  amufements 
of  it. 

The  women  in  ghilan  are  fair,  their  eyes  and  hair  black  j  but  here, 
as  in  other  places,  they  often  ufe  a  drug  with  which  they  blacken 
their  eyes :  they  appear  at  lead  to  have  received  a  tinClure  from  it,  but  it 
leaves  a  blacknefs  on  the  eye-lids :  they  edeem  large  eyes,  infomuch  that 
as  a  figure  to  exprefs  the  highed  idea  of  the  beauty  of  a  woman,  the 
females  of  paradife  are  reprefented  with  prodigious  large  eyes.  In  this 
province  their  features  are  fmall ;  thofe,  as  well  as  their  dature,  par¬ 
taking  much  of  the  delicate.  But  in  general  the  Georgians  are  mod 
icdeemed  for  the  charms  of  their  perfons.  Their  children  are  bred  up  in 
■the  HARR  AM,  and  like  the  Portuguese  and  jews,  are  very  handfome 
when  young ;  but  the  males  foon  change  their  countenance.  The  females 
who  do  not  labour  in  the  field,  are  feldom  feen  abroad  except  in  a  morn-- 
ing  before  the  fun  rifes,  and  then  they  are  covered  with  veils,  which  reach 
down  to  their  feet.  When  they  travel  on  hofeback,  every  lady  of  didinc- 
tion  is  not  only  veiled,  but  has  generally  a  fervant,  who  runs  or  rides  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  her  to  clear  the  way ;  and  on  fuch  occalions  the  men,  even  in  the 
market-places,  always  turn  their  backs  till  the  women  are  paft,  it  being 
thought  the  highefl:  ill  manners  to  look  at  them ;  but  this  awful  relpedl  is 
but  a  proof  of  the  flavery  in  which  they  are  doomed  to  live.  The  care 
which  they  take  to  conceal  their  faces,  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  acting 
indelicately,  and  contrary  to  cuftom^  has  made  fo  ftrong  an  impreffion  on 
them,  that  I  was  told  of  a  woman,  who  being  accidentally  furprized  in 
bathing,  fliewed  her  whole  perfon  except  her  face ;  to  hide  which,  all  her 
folicitude  was  employed. 

The  notion  which  the  Persians  have  imbibed  concerning  the  female 
world,  prevents  their  being  involved  in  the  diftreffes  of  love,  fuch  as  loiV 
ing  their  fenfes  for  the  fake  of  a  woman,  though  they  are  betrayed  into 
many  improprieties  of  condud:  on  this  account.  Jealoufy  which  gene-- 
rally  prevails  in  the  warmed:  climates,  is  not  unknown  to  the  heart  of  a 
a  PERSIAN  j  the  nearer  approach  to  the  fun,  may  affed:  mahommedans 
as  well  as  Christians  5  but  as  in  the  politer  countries  of  Christendom, 
women  are  generally  confidered,  in  naod  refpeds,  upon  an  equality  with, 
men;  and  in  Persia,  as  much  inferior  to  them  ;  there  mud  confequently  ^ 
be  among  Christians  a  greater  regard  to  conjugal  love.  The  difference 
in  religions,  as  well  as  in  the  cudoms  and  manners  of  countries,  will  hard¬ 
ly  admit  a  comparifon  ;  but  as  jealoufy  fometimes  occafions  the  infidelity 
of  women  in  Europe,  it  is  always  a  fafeguard  to  them  in  asia,  where 
they  are  never  condituted  the  guardians  of  their  own  honour. 

We  find  cudom  has  a  great  induence  on  the  manners  of  mankind  in. 
all  countries.  In  France  there  is  a  more  liberal  indulgence  of  women 
than  in  England;  and  yet,  contrary  to  this  rule,  I  believe  it  is  beyond  dif-^ 
pute  that  ENGLISH  wives  greatly  exceed  the  french  in  chadity;  nor  in 
faying  this  do  I  fo  much  depreciate  the  women  of  that  nation,  as  afcribe  * 
the  natural  effecd  to  the  caufe ;  for  the  fuperior  excellence  of  our  religion 
makes  a  dronger  hold;'whild  the  cudom  of  France,  and  genius  of  the 
people  with  regard  to  their  gaiety,  is  a  temptation  ;  for  though  chadity,  >, 
and  great  vivacity  of  fpirit,  are  things  very  confident ;  yet  the  latter  is,  in 
its  nature,  apt  to  deceive  the  guards  who  watch  the  avenues  to  the  heart, 

and 


274  ‘  the  AUTHOR’S  CONVERSATION  Part  II. 

and  to  flatter  them  into  a  perfuaflon,  that  there  is  no  danger  near;  where- 
>  as  a  more  ferious  turn  of  mind  creates  an*  awe,  and  keeps  the  enemy  at  a 
diflance.  On  the  other  hand,  in  Portugal,  and  other  countries  in  the 
fouthof  EUROPE,  where  jealoufy  abounds  rnofl,  and  where  the  leafl;  con¬ 
fidence  is  repofed  in  women,  there  is  mofl;  incontinence  :  fo  that  it  is  hard 
to  fay,  whether  jealoufy  has  tended  mofl  to  this  immorality;  or  this 
immorality  eftablifhed  jealoufy,  as  a  kind  of  national  vice.  This  paflion, 
which  feems  to  have  its  foundation  partly  in  confliitution,  mufl:  arife  alfo 
from  indifcreet  engagements,  from  whence  proceed  thofe  fad  apprehen- 
fions  of  being  unamiable  to  the  objedt  beloved :  but  it  is  natural  to  con¬ 
clude,  in  mofl  cafes,  that  the  more  vicious  men  are,  the  more  they 
fufpedt  others ;  and  confequently  are  themfelves  the  more  fubject  to 
alarms. 

Now  that  I  am  fallen  upon  fo  delicate  a  fubjedl,  I  cannot  help  remark¬ 
ing,  that  although  men  of  fentiments  are  very  cautious  of  acknowledging, 
that  this  paflion  has  in  the  leaft  tindtured  their  minds,  nor  is  it  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  things,  that  they  can  be  ingenuous  in  confefiions  of  this  fort ;  yet  I 
believe  there  are  very  few  men  without  a  degree  of  it.  The  aged,  the 
proud,  the  timorous,  and  the  tender,  are  perhaps  the  mofl;  fufceptible  of  this 
paflion,  where  there  are  any  circumftances  in  the  objedl  beloved,  to  a- 
waken  it ;  but  afhamed  as  men  ufually  are  in  this  inftance,  the  queftion 
is,  if  jealoufy  is  not  a  natural  pallion  of  the  mind,  as  a  compound  of  pride, 
love,  hope,  and  fear ;  and  if  it  may  by  a  fkilful  diredlion  anfwer  feveral 
of  the  great  ends  of  providence,  as  well  as  the  other  paflions  from  whence" 
1  fuppofe  jealoufy  to  be  derived  ?  What  the  fatal  effedts  of  the  excefs  of 
every  paflion  are,  the  hiflory  of  the  world  can  furnifli  us  with  inftances 
innumerable.  Pride,  love,  fear,  kill  a  thoufand  different  ways,  entirely  un- 
obferved  by  the  generality  of  men,  wiiilfl;  one  defperate  adl  of  jealoufy  is 
.entered  upon  record,  and  tranfmitted  to  future  generations. 

If  we  confider  jealoufy  as  a  paflion  diflindt  from  all  others,  and  that  it 
MAY  be  employed  to  good  purpofes ;  the  poifon  of  it  will  in  a  great  mea- 
fiire  evaporate;  for  every  paffion  was  certainly  given  us  for  wife  ends.  I 
believe  there  are  not  many  men,  and  perhaps  fewer  women,  who  having 

endea- 
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endeavoured  to  pafs  through  life  v^ith  innocence,  are  not  without  Angular 
obligations  to  this  paffion ;  I  mean,  with  regard  to  themselves,  as  that 
which  has  conftantly  waited  on  them  like  a  guardian  angel,  to  prot^dl  them 
in  their  fidelity  to  their  own  principles ;  for  if  jealoufy  is  a  natural  paflion, 
its  influence  neceffarily  extends  to  ourselves,  though  in  common  life  we 
do  not  often  make  OURSELVES  the  objedls  of  it^.  This  principle  being 
granted,  how  often  might  it  have  guarded  the  honour  of  families,  and  pre¬ 
vented  that  diftrefs  in  which  we  have  feen  them  involved.  There  is  a 
vulgar  notion  prevails  amongfi:  women,  fuch  at  leafl  who  are  not  very 
wife,  as  well  as  thofe  who  are  not  very  virtuous,  that  fufpicion  is  a  great 
provocation  to  infidelity  :  whereas  jealoufy,  though  it  implies  a  diffidence, 
may  be  only  fuch  as  is  founded  in  a  general  knowledge  of  human  nature ; 
or  a  great  infirmity  of  mind ;  and  though  it  is  often  a  proof  of  pride,  it  can 
hardly  exifl  without  love  ;  but  a  woman  might,  with  the  fame  propriety, 
beat  out  her  hufband’s  brains,  becaufe  his  head  achs,  as  be  unfaithful  to 
him,  becaufe  he  is  jealous  ^  for  it  can  by  no  means  alter  the  nature  of  her 
obligations.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  duty  in  men  to  remember,  that 
this  paffion,  if  indulged.  Is  an  indignity  to  a  woman,  and  does  fometimes 
bring  on  the  very  evil  it  is  employed  to  prevent. 

I 

In  countries  where  women  are  confidered  as  equally  entitled  to  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  human  nature,  and  are  not  only  exempt  from  the  fervile  fub- 
jedions  of  the  east,  but  enjoy  the  honour  of  being  free,  as  well  as  the 
liberty  of  being  virtuous,  they  can  hardly  be  devoid  of  fentiment :  and  it 
mufl  neceffarily  follow,  that  in  proportion  as  a  woman  loves  a  man,  ffie 
will  avoid  what  is  injurious  to  his  peace :  whilfl  he,  confcious  of  this 
ficknefs  of  mind,  will  be  equally  watchful  that  it  ffiall  not  offend  her: 
and  thus,  by  a  fkilful  management,  their  very  frailties  may  be  converted 
into  a  bleffing,  and  exhibit  a  fhoufand  latent  virtues,  which,  for  want  of 
trial,  might  never  have  been  called  forth. 


I  have  confidered  jealoufy  in  a  different  light  from  that  in  which  it  is 
generally  fltewn^  but  mankind  are  agreed,  that  all  the  fweets  of  love 

8  This  is  ufing  the  term  jealoufy  for  fufpicion  and  diffidence ;  but  it  niuft  be  remembered  that  this 
term  is  warrantable,  as  when  a  man  is  jealous  of  his  honour  ;  which,  though  a  figurative  expreffion, 
is  very  appolite  to  this  opinion. 
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are  no  counterpoife  for  the  bitter  pangs  of  this  corroding  paffion  :  and  that 
men  are  as  highly  interefted  not' to  inftrudt  themfelves  in  the  art  of  felf- 
torment,  as  not  to  teach  their  wives  an  evil  leffon.  It  may  be  alfo  re¬ 
marked,  that  jealoufy,  abftraded  from  all  regards  to  women ;  as  in  ac¬ 
quaintance,  friend/hip,  and  the  intercourfe  of  the  world  at  large,  fliews  it- 
felf  moft  in  the  weakeft  men  ;  though  all  men  of  tender  minds  are  ex¬ 
tremely  fufceptible  of  it.  Pride  is  generally  its  companion,  and  fear  its 
guide  j  forrow  and  vexation  of  fpirit  fuppert  its  banners,  and  it  leads  us 
into  the  paths  of  mifery.  This  is  the  cafe  when  we  fuffer  it  to  get  the 
afcendency ;  but  when  fubfervient  to  the  ends  of  life,  it  is,  I  think,  produc¬ 
tive  of  the  good  I  have  painted  out. 

To  return  to  my  converfatlon  with  the  mullah,  from  whence  thefe 
reflexions  took  their  rife,  he  afforded  me  yet  further  occafion  for  moraliz¬ 
ing.  He  obferved  that  I  did  not  eat  nor  drink  any  thing  that  was  offered 
me,  and  being  himfelf  a  valetudinarian,  he  afked  the  reafon  of  my 
abftinence  :  I  told  him,  ‘‘It  is  a  common  faying  in  Europe,  that  a  man 
“  is  a  fool,  or  his  own  phyfician  by  the  age  of  forty ;  I  want  many  years 
“  of  that  period  ^  yet  my  conftitution  has  given  me  great  experience  how 
“  tottering  thefe  fabrics  of  our  bodies  are.”  Here  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  an  impatience  of  certain  foods,  and  other  gratifications,  is  fometimes 
as  prevalent  in  men  of  infirm  conflitutions,  as  in  otliers.  Mr.  pope,  by 
what  he  fays  of  himfelf,  has  fet  this  matter  in  a  clear  light  j  and  happy 
are  thofe  who  can  truly  apply  it  to  themfelves  :  “  My  youth”  fays  this  au¬ 
thor,  as  well  as  I  remember,  “  has  dealt  fairly  and  honeflly  by  me;  and, 
“  by  early  intimations  of  mortality,  checked  my  career,  and  prevented 
“  many  injurious,  and  perhaps  criminal  exceffes  into  which  my  paffions 
“  might  have  betrayed  me.”  The  mullah  expreffed  his  approbation  of 
the  proverbial  faying  I  have  quoted,  arraigned  mankind,  and  condemned 
himfelf  in  particular,  for  want  of  that  common  attention  to  health,  without 
which,  he  obferved,  it  is  next  to  impoffible  for  fome  men  to  pafs  through 
life  exempt  from  pain ;  and  befides  the  mifery  and  perturbations  of  mind 
which  it  creates,  it  alfo  difqualifies  us  for  the  affairs  of  the  world. 

We 
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We  now  changed  our  fubje6t ;  and  he  faid  with  an  ingenuous  freedoirf: 
How  comes  it  that  you,  Vv^ho  are  abftemious  in  your  food,  are  not  of^- 
piece  in  your  apparel ;  th( 
dudl.”  1  thanked  him  for 
not  find  injurious  in  their  confequences,  it  feems  to  me  a  kind  of  *’dtity 
to  conform  to  the  cuftom  of  thofe  with  whom  we  aflbciate.  You  rfiay 
impute  as  much  as  you  pleafe  to  vanity  5  but  I  muft  confefs  to  you  my 
philofophy  does  admit  of  fome  indulgence  of  this  kind :  different  occa- 
fions,  and  the  different  kinds  of  people  with  whom  we  affociate,  mufi, 
in  fome  meafure,  determine  in  what  manner  a  man  ought  to  drefs.  Se¬ 
veral  eminent  philofophers  in  Europe  have  recommended  the  garb  to 
be  rather  above,  than  below  a  man’s  fortune,  in  which  I  prefume  they 
allude  to  certain  ranks  in  life :  a  good  coat  will  often  procure  a  man 
admittance,  where  a'  bad  one  will  expofe  him  to  contempt.  This  is 
no  where  more  true  than  in  your  country,  of  which  I  have  already  had 
a  painful  experience :  and  fince  the  world  in  general  is  governed  chiefly 
by  outward  appearances ;  and  that  innocence  of  life,  or  even  firength 
of  reafon  alone,  will  not  purchafe  much  efieem  ;  we  may,  I  think,  ac- 
commo  ’ate  ourfelves  to  the  world  in  things  which  are  indifferent  in 
their  nature,  whatever  may  be  urged  by  thofe  philofophers  and  divines, 
who  are  apt  to  confider  how  things  ought  to  be,  rather  than  how  they 
are.”  The  mullah  fhook  his  head,  and  acknowledged  the  application 
of  the  argument  with  regard  to  Persia. 


5  ought  to  be  an  uniformity  Th  a  man’s  cotf- 
his  admonition,  and  replied:  “  In  things  Tdb 


I  had  indeed  been  taught  on  feveral  occafions,  how  neceffary  externals 
were  in  that  country,  as  well  to  prevent  being  treated  infolently,  as  to  pur¬ 
chafe  that  refped:,  which  is  of  great  ufe  to  the  good  conduit  of  bufinefs  in 
that  country.  In  trading  nations,  where  the  fuppofed  pecuniar}^  worth  of 
men  conftitutes  the  greateft  part  of  the  refpedt  paid  them,  cloaths  are  lefs 
effential :  but  as  thefe  externals  among  others,  are  material  diftinitions  of 
an  affluent  fortune ;  even  in  fuch  nations,  fome  refpeit  will  be  ever  paid 
to  a  man’s  coat ;  particularly  among  the  young,  the  gay,  or  the  female 
world,  which  conflitute  a  very  great  part  of  mankind  j  and  that  part  which 
he  is  NO  philofbpher  who  defpifes. 
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With  regard  to  motives  of  policy  and  cuftom,  this  notion  had  carried 
our  factors  in  the  fouth  of  Persia  much  farther  than  us  who  came  from 
the  cold  regions  of  Russia:  they  had  their  gold  caalleans,  rich 
SH  ASHES,  running  footmen,  led  horfes,  &c.  Their  drefs  was  Persian, 
except  the  hat  and  wig,  and  their  garments  for  parade  were  lined  with 
SABLES.  Shah  sultan  hussein  gave  them  a  noble  palace  and  fine 
gardens  5  and  once,  at  a  public  entertainment  made  for  this  prince,  the 
fadtors  fpread  the  ground  with  fcarlet-cloth  for  him  to  walk  on  from  the 
royal  palace  to  their  own,  and  afterwards  gave  the  cloth  to  the  foldlers. 
This  condud;  was  in  fome  inftances  political  amongfi:  fo  oftentatious  a 
people^as  the  Persians,  and  no  doubt  had  its  good  efFeds;  and  the  trade, 
whilfi:  it  was  in  a  flourifliing  condition,  might  poffibly  fupport  a  confide- 
rable  expence :  but  the  invafion  of  the  Afghans  no  longer  permitted  the 
continuance  of  it,  and  other  prudential  reafons  now  reftrain  thefe  fadors 
in  a  very  great  meafure.  Mr.  el  ton  however  thought  it  becoming  the 
rank  he  bore  in  hi?mafi;er’s  fervice,  to  have  four  running  footmen  to  at¬ 
tend  him;  his  adjutant  was  gallantly  mounted,  and  carried  alight  fowling- 
piece  at  the  head  of  the  cavalcade :  the  rear  was  brought  up  by  the  caal- 
lean  bearer  on  horfeback,  who  carried  a  YAKTAN^with  provifions, 
outward  garments,  and  the  like :  but  I  cannot  fay,  this  fhadow  of  a  pre¬ 
carious  pomp  was  afiy  addition  to  my  pleafure,  becaufe  I  knew  his  ap¬ 
pointments  of  2500  crowns  ‘  a  year  were  not  equal  to  it. 

_  *  • 

The  converfation  of  the  mullah  gave  occafion  to  many  other  re¬ 
flexions  ;  but  thofe  already  mentioned  exceed  the  bounds  I  have  prefcribed 
to  myfelf  in  this  work. 

Leather  pannier.  '  •  This  was  the  falary  allowed  by  nadir  shah,  to  which  he  added  an 

occafional  prefent  or  two  of  500  crowns,  and  very  large  promifes,  which  probably  would  not 
have  produced  any  thing. 

.in  '  '  '  1 

'■!  hiV’l 
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C  H  A  P.  XLI. 


The  author  detained  in  expedfation  of  the  arrival  of  captain  woodroope.’ 

Defcriptio?!  of  the  province  ^  gh  i  l  an. 

TH  E  month  of  April  being  now  almoft  expired,  I  grew  ftill  more 
impatient  to  fee  captain  woodroofe,  intending  to  go  to  astra- 
BAD  by  fea.  Mr.  elton  endeavoured  to  render  my  hours  as  pleafant  as 
fo  wretched  a  place  as  langarood  could  make  them,  and  obliged  me 
often  with  the  ufe  of  the  fine  horfe  which  the  shah  had  given  him. 

I'now  fent  a  fecond  courier  to  naseer  aga,  to  inform  him  in  what 
fituation  I  was,  and  that  I  determined  to  go  by  land,  if  the  fhip  did  not 
arrive  in  two  or  three  days.  Providence  feemed  to  order  things  apparent¬ 
ly  for  the  bell :  the  heavy  oppreffions  which  had  induced  the  people  of 
ASTRABAD  to  rebel,  and  the  dreadful  confequences  of  that  rebellion, 
could  not  but  draw  commiferation.  But  my  fentiments  of  their  fufferings 
afforded  me  no  affurance  of  their  regard  to  juftice,  much  lefs  of  their  for¬ 
bearance  to  injure  me  in  the  profecution  of  my  bufinefs,  if  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  doing  it.  During  my  flay  in  ghilan  many  of  the  rebels 
were  removed  by  death,  whom  my  prefence  could  not  have  faved,  and 
their  adherents  being  the  more  humbled,  were  probably  the  lefs  difpofed 
to  adls  of  violence.  The  feveral  journies  which  I  made  in  ghilan  af¬ 
forded  me  an  opportunity  of  making  fome  remarks  on  that  province :  and 
my  leifure  allowed  me  time  to  commit  them  to  writing. 

Ghilan  is  covered  on  one  fide  by  a  mountain,  nearly  in  form  of  a 
crefcent ;  and  what  adds  much  to  its  beauty  is  the  abundance  of  tim¬ 
ber,  and  other  wood,  and  the  feveral  romantic  fcenes  which  the  various 
face  of  the  earth  affords.  At  the  foot  of  the  mountain  to  the  eaflward, 
near  the  bay  is  a  hot  bath,  the  water  of  which  is  of  a  yellowifh  colour, 
and  much  efleemed  for  its  medicinal  qualities.  The  feveral  paffes  into 
ghilan  are  all  very  difficult ;  the  narrow  pafs  which  leads  to  it  from  the 
eafl  through  astrabad  and  mazanderan,  and  from  the  wefl  by  len- 
ger-kunan,  are  not  much  inferior  to  that  of  pile-rubar  already  men¬ 
tioned. 


280 


r 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE 


Part  II. 


tioned.  From  hence  it  arofe,  that  the  kings  of  Persia  have  ever  found 
it  very  difficult  to  keep  the  inhabitants  of  the  fouthern  coaft  of  the  Cas¬ 
pian  in  fubjedion,  and  flill  more,  to  reduce  them  when  they  have  once 
rebelled:  nadir  feemed  to  make  it  a  maxim,  never  to  keep  any  troops 
.  on  this  coaif. 

Reshd,  the  chief  city  in  ghilan,  about  20  years  ago  was  furrounded  » 
by  a  thick  wood,  which  rendered  it  extremely  unwholfome^  infomuch  that 
the  ARMENIANS,  who  came  from  turkey  to  buy  ffik,  ufually  flopped  a 
day’s  journey  fhort  of  this  place,  and  fent  their  fervants  into  the  city.  But 
the  RUSSIANS  no  fooner  poffeffed  this  beR  part  of  the  province,  than  they 
cleared  the  ground  for  near  fifteen  miles  to  the  fouthward,  and  a  profpedl 
is  now  opened  which  is  bounded  only  by  the  mountains:  thefe  are  very 
lofty,  their  tops  being  generally  covered  with  fnow  through  the  whole 
year.'  The  air  of  ghilan,  though  admirably  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of 
raw  filk  and  rice,  of  which  no  province  has  fuch  plenty,  is  far  from  being 
healthful  j  the  fudden  changes  of  it  are  productive  of  agues,  efpecially  to 
thofe  who  are  carelefs  in  their  cloathing.  The  numerous  rnarfhes  occa- 
■fioned  by  the  inundation  of  the  Caspian,  the  rice-fields  often  laid  under 
water,  and  the  vicinity  of  the  mountains  which  are  covered  with  wood,  all 
contribute  to  hurt  the  air,  efpecially  when  the  heat  of  the  fun  is  violent, 
and  confequently  the  exhalations  ftrong.  There  are  frogs  and  gnats  innume¬ 
rable,  nor  are  fpiders  lefs  abundant  5  the  extreme  moifiure  of  the  earth 
breeds  infeCls  even  in  their  houfes,  whilft  the  air  is  fo  productive  of  ruft, 
that  even  the  work  of  a  watch  can  with  difficulty  be  preferved.  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  province  obferve,  that  women,  mules,  and  poultry  enjoy 
health,  when  all  other  animals  pine  away  with  ficknefs;  from  whence  it 
may  be  concluded,  that  the  confinement  of  the  women  contributes  fo  their 
prefervation.  June,  July,  and  Auguft  are  their  mofi;  unhealthy  months : 
in  October,  November,  and  December  they  have  generally  heavy  rains. 
In  the  3^ear  1741  an  incredible  quantity  of  fnow  fell,  infomuch  that  the 
people  of  RESHD  had  no  corhmunication  with  each  other  for  fome  days, 
but  from  their  houfe-tops,  which  how’ever  are  not  very  lofty :  they  even 
afiured  me  that  the  fnow  was,  in  fome  places,  to  the  depth  of  feven  yards. 


Chap.  XLI.  PROVINCE  OF  GHILAN.'  281 

They  enjoy  here  a  long  fpring :  their  lawns  and  meadows  are  ftrewed 
with  flowers,  and  the  bullies  with  honey-fuckles,  fweet-biars,  and  rofes. 
The  foil  is  exceeding  fertile,  producing  fome  hemp  and  hops,  and  al- 
moft  every  kind  of  fruit  without  culture ;  for  befides  oranges,  lemons, 
peaches,  and  pomegranates,  here  are  abundance  of  grapes,  the  vines  fup- 
porting  themfelves  on  the  trees,  and  growing  wild  in  the  mountains  with 
great  luxuriancy ;  fo  that  a  conflderable  part  of  this  province  is  quite  a  pa- 
radife,  notwithftanding  the  many  great  inconveniences  which  attend  it. 
Their  grapes,  for  want  of  cultivation,  are  not  of  the  mofl;  excellent  kind  ; , 
nor  will  they  make  tolerable  wine,  without  a  mixture  of  raiflns  from  the 
fouthern  parts  of  the  empire ;  but  thefe  fermented  together  produce  very ' 
good  wine.  Their  other  fruits  are  not  reckoned  wholefome,  efpecially  to  fo¬ 
reigners;  the  peaches  and  figs,  in  particular,  partake  much  of  the  perni-- 
cious  moifture  which  predominates  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  province. 
Ghilan  is  alfo  remarkable  for  producing  great  quantities  of  box- wood, , 
for  which  camels  have  an  extreme  fondnefs,  though  it  is  their  immediate 
death  if  they  eat  of  it ;  for  this  reafon  there  are  few  or  no  camels  brought : 
into  this  province,  their  caravans  confifliing  of  horfes,  mules,  and  cows^ 

There  are  feveral  rivers  and  inlets  on  the  coaft  of  ghilan  that  abound ' 
in  filh :  the  mofl:  remarkable  in  the  river  of  langarood,  are  pike,  carp, . 
a  fpecies  of  cod,  and  an  oily  fifh  called  cottoome,  much  efteemed  by 
the  PERSIANS ;  the  head  of  it  refembles  that  of  a  mullet,  but  the  colour,  , 
fins,  and  fcales  are  like  thofe  of  a  carp.  There  is  another  fifli  found  in  ^ 
mofl:  of  the  rivers  and  inlets  on  the  Persian  coafl:,  and  alfo  in  the  Volga,  . 
but  never  feen  at  fea :  it  is  called  soome,  the  head  is  very  large,  and 
has  the  nearefl;  refemblance  to  that  of  a  dog- fifh,  but  the  colour  and  lhape  * 
of  the  body  is  like  a  cod ;  it  has  no  fcales,  but  from  the  navel  to  the  tail 
there  runs  a  foft  fin  on  the  belly,  as  well  as  the  back :  this  fifh,  as  I  have 
been  told,  is  very  ravenous,  and  devours  like  a  fhark,  though  it  has  no 
teeth ;  the  flefli  of  it  when  boiled  is  extremely  foft,  and  is  never  eaten  by y 
the  PERSIANS. 

*  Thefe  carry  burthen*  like  other  animals. 
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Ignorance  of  Persians  in  regard  to  maritime  affairs.  Hhe  author  fets 
out  on  his  fecond  journey  from  langarood  to  astrabad.  Defcrip-- 
tion  of  the  provmce  of  mazanderan,  with  the  cities  of  amul,  bal- 
FRusHj  &c.  he  is  kindly  received  by  the  governor  of  the  province.  I'he 
modern  Persians  debauched  by  fpirituous  liquors. 


IN  the  clofe  of  this  month  of  April  Mr.  el  ton  fet  up  the  ftem  and  ' 
ftern  of  the  fhip  he  was  building  ;  upon  which  occahon  we  drank  the 
shah’s  health,  and  fired  the  cannon  we  had  on  fhore.  The  Persians 
have  very  little  maritime  flrength;  in  the  gulph  of  Persia  they  once 
had  between  20  and  30  fiiips,  partly  built  in  Europe,  and  fome  in 
PEGU  and  SURAT  j  but  they  were  navigated  by  Indians  and  Portu¬ 
guese.  Their  ihip-carpenters  on  the  Caspian  were  mofily  Indians, 
who  perform  their  bufinefs  with  delicacy,  but  are  very  flow,  and  unfit 
for  large  work  j  neither  do  they  underfl:and  much  of  the  ftrudture  of  vef- 
fels,  or  of  the  method  of  navigating  them.  But  there  cannot  be  a  ftronger 
inftance  of  the  ignorance  of  the  Persians  in  regard  to  maritime  affairs, 
ihan  that  of  myrza  mehtie,  who  was  appointed  admiral  of  thecoafl  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  he  had  ever  feen  a  fhip :  this  was  the  man  who  was  afterwards  no¬ 
minated  by  NADIR,  to  examine  into  the  Christian  religion.  Being  now 
as  tired  of  idlenefs,  as  impatient  to  bring  my  bufinefs  to  an  ilTue,  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  wait  no  longer,  and  accordingly  the  firfl  of  May  in  the  evening 
we  fet  out  for  astrabad. 

Befides  Mr.  loftus,  who  had  been  with  me  in  the  camp,  and  on 
whom  I  depended  as  an  interpreter,  I  took  alfo  matteuse,  the  old  Ar¬ 
menian,  who  was  with  me  when  the  rebellion  broke  out.  We  were  fix 
perfons  well  armed,  and  mahommed  khan  had  promifed  to  furnifli  us 
with  a  convoy  of  fifty  foldiers,  if  neceffary  j  for  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of 
MAZANDERAN,  as  well  as  ASTRABAD,  had  been  in  the  rebellion  j  and 
knowing  upon  what  bufinefs  we  were  going,  and  that  part  of  the  money 
mufi:  be  levied  on  them  or  their  relations,  it  was  not  unreafonable  to  ap¬ 
prehend,  that  they  would  make  no  fcruple  to  obfi:ru<5l  our  journey,  if  they 
had  a  favourable  opportunity. 

The  firfl  evening  we  were  benighted  and  lofl  in  a  wood :  we  had  fuc- 
ceflively  procured  feveral  guides  j  but  they  all  ran  from  us,  apprehending 
we  fliould  treat  them  injurioufiy.  In  .this  perplexity  we  made  towards  a 
houfe,  where  we  faw  a  light,  but  found  the  entrance  barricadoed  with 
trees :  we  ufed  fome  entreaties  to  perfuade  the  mafter  of  it  to  condudt  us 
to  RUDizAR  j  but  as  we  could  not  make  any  impreffion  on  him,  we  broke 
into  his  houfe,  and  tying  a  rope  to  one  of  his  arms,  compelled  him  to 
condu(5l  us.  However  unwarrantable  this  conduct  may  appear,  it  was 
quite  agreeable  to  the  practice  of  Persia  in  fuch  cafes,  and  now  feemed 
abfolutely  neceffary,  efpecially  as  we  meant  no  harm  5  on  the  contrary,  af¬ 
ter  the  man  had  conducted  us  to  rudizar,  he  was  handfomely  paid  for 
his  trouble. 


The  2d,  We  faw  a  fliip  in  the  offing®,  upon  which  we  ftopt  at  a 
little  village  in  the  mountains,  and  fent  an  exprefs  to  langarood  j  but 
receiving  anfwer  the  next  day,  that  this  fliip  was  not  captain  woodroofe’s, 
we  proceeded  on  our  journey  without  any  more  flattering  expectations. 


\ 


*  Sea  term  for  a  Ihip  which  appears  on  a  coaft. 

N  n 
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Travelling  about  fix  leagues,  we  foon  entered  the  province  of  mazanide- 
RAN,.  the  weather  being  extremely  delightful.  Two  of  the  carriers  of  my 
baggage  through  fear,  or  fome  worfe  caufe,  left  us  and  their  loads  in  a  very 
abrupt  manner.  The  4th,  my  horfes  and  mules  being  at  pafturc,  were 
vifited  by  a  wolf  of  a  very  extraordinary  fize,  of  which  there  are  numbers 
in  thefe  mountains  5  being  driven  off  by  the  guard  which  was  fet  for  fuch 
purpofes,  this  animal  contented  himfelf  with  killing  a  cow.  In  the  morn¬ 
ing  we  fet  out  early,  and  came  up  with  a  detachment  of  fifty  foldiers,  the 
commander  of  which  very  courteoufly  offered  his  fervice  to  convoy  us. 

I  obferved  that  fome  of  the  lower  parts  of  mazander  an  very  much  re- 
fcmble  ghilan  >  but  they  are  not  fo  clofely  encircled  by  mountains,  and 
the  air  is  more  free  and  pure.  This  province  alfo  abounds  in  water,  of 
which  many  flreams  ilfue  from  the  fprings  in  the  mountains ;  but  the  rice- 
fields  require  a  plentiful  difiiribution  of  it.  They  tell  a  flory  of  an  inha¬ 
bitant  of  the  low-lands,  who  being  afked  the  length  of  the  province,  an- 
fwered,  “  tool  up  to  the  waift,”  the  word  tool  in  persic  fignifies 
length  j  but,  in  the  dialedl  of  the  province,  mud.  In  the  time  of  Alexan¬ 
der  the  great  thefe  people  were  called  mardi,  and  the  antient  name 
of  the  province  of  mazander  an  was  margiana.  This  country  is  as 
fruitful  as  ghilan,  and  much  more  healthful ;  in  fadt  the  inhabitants  are 
ftronger,  and  more  robufi.  It  produces  great  quantities  of  cotton,  which 
are  fent  in  large  boats  to  the  market  at  reshd,  from  whence  part  of  it  is 
carried  into  Russia  5  and  this  is  tlie  only  province  in  the  north  of  Persia 
that  produces  fugar. 

This  day  we  arrived  at  kirculli,  a  little  village  near  the  fea-fhore, 
where  we  met  with  a  courier  from  mahommed  khan,  with  an  open 
letter,  requiring  the  commander  of  the  fifty  men  to  march  along  thecoafi:, 
and  feize  all  the  boats  for  the  shah’s  fervice.  This  order  was  conducted 
with  fo  little  fecrecy,  that  befides  the  letter  being  open,  it  was  delivered  by 
mifiake  to  my  interpreter.  The  peafants  and  boatmen,  having  had  pre¬ 
vious  notice,  concealed  in  the  creeks  the  few  boats  that  were  on  the  coaft. 
The  ufual  method,  in  fuch  cafes,  is  to  oblige  the  elders  to  rhake  report  in 
writing  of  what  boats  belong  to  the  village  ^  and  if  they  are  difcovered 
'  i  ’  to 
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to  conceal  any,  they  are  feverely  fined.  I  prefented  the  commander  of 
the  fifty  men  with  cloth  for  a  coat,  and  obtained  a  detachment  of  ten  of 
his  foldiers  for  our  convoy. 

The  earth  having  been  refrefiied  with  heavy  fluowers  of  rain,  we  made 
two  fiages,  and  travelled  eleven  hours.  As  we  advanced  deeper  into  the 
province,  the  villagers  grew  more  infolent,  infomuch  that  one  of  them 
feized  the  commander  of  my  ten  men  by  his  throat.  It  is  very  dangerous 
to  come  to  extremities  with  thefe  peafants,  whofe  nunxbers  and  refolutioa 
enable  them  to  contend :  for  if  they  beat  or  diftrefs  any  one,  they  are  often 
called  to  an  account  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  of  the  two  evils,  they  think 
murder  the  leafi,  in  hopes  it  may  prevent  enquiry ;  or  at  worft  they  can 
hide  themfelves  in  their  mountains.  The  houfe  affigned  for  my  lodging, 
was  inhabited  by  women  and  children,  to  whofe  intreaties  it  was  my  duty 
to  fubmit,  though  contrary  to  cuftom  in  fuch  cafes ;  I  therefore  pitched  my 
tent.  Night  drawing  on,  we  difcovered  ourfelves  to  be  in  a  very  bad  neigh¬ 
bourhood  i  the  villagers  here  had  appeared  in  arms  in  the  late  rebellion, 
and  formed  a  defigi\of  attacking  mahommed  khan,  as  he  retired  before 
the  TURKOMANS  j  their  fituatioii  being  fuch,  that  ten  men  might  have 
defeated  the  khan,  and  his  whole  party.  Thefe  people  now  imagining 
us  to  be  extremely  rich,  would  not  be  perfuaded  that  our  brafs  buttons 
were  not  gold :  their  chief  boafied  of  his  great  dexterity  in  the  ufe  of  fire¬ 
arms,  as  a  fpecimen  of  which  he  killed  a  fmall  bird  on  a  lofty  tree  with  a 
fingle  ball.  The  villagers  being  now  alarmed  with  apprehenfions,  that  my 
convoy  had  orders  to  apprehend  them,  -  took  to  their  arms,  and  retired,  re- 
fufing  to  fupply  the  foldiers  with  any  provifions ;  hov/ever  I  procured  food 
for  them,  upon  condition  that  they,  together  with  fome  of  my  own  people, 
fhould  remain  under  arms  during  the  night.  The  inhabitants  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  mountains  were  alfo  ho  lefs  difaffedfed ;  and  feveral  horfemen 
came  into  the  village  during  the  night,  but  finding  us  on  our  guard,  they 
feigned  excufes  for  their  unfeafonable  motions,  and  retired. 

The  6th,  The  dangerous  fituation  in  which  I  had  flept,  produced  an 
equal  fatisfadtion  on  my  departure.  By  feven  in  the  morning  the  fun  was 
extremely  hotj  I  obferved  that  the  Persians  are  not  cautious  of  the  im- 

N  n  2  prefiioHS 
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preffions  of  the  fun  in  any  degree  equal  to  the  portugueze  ;  for  the 
laft  feldom  travel  without  a  cloak  and  umbrello,  they  alfo  ufe  fcull-caps 
of  paper,  or  a  cabbage-leaf  under  their  hats  j  here  the  common  people  only 
guard  the  crown  of  the  head,  which  is  often  bare  in  other  parts,  with  a 
hlk-quilted  Icull-cap.  The  intenfe  adion  of  the  fun,  even  in  more  mode¬ 
rate  climates,  I  conceive  to  be  injurious  beyond  the  common  attention  of 
phyhcians,  efpecially  to  feverilh  conftitutions  j  and  that  the  evils  arifing  from 
it  are  oftentimes  not  traced  to  their  real  caufe.  About  nine,  we  took  fhel- 
ter  in  a  wood,  and  pitched  our  tents,  determining  to  travel  only  in  the 
evenings,  or  at  night.  The  yth,  we  travelled  five  leagues :  on  the  road 
we  met  feveral  peafants  returning  home  with  rice,  which  the  shah  had 
caufed  to  be  diflributed  among  them  j  and  we  underflood  likewife  they 
'were  excufed  from  taxes,  which  they  could  not  pay.  Early  the  next 
morning  we  ftruck  our  tents  5  the  foldiers,  contrary  to  their  engagement, 
having  left  us  in  the  night  to  take  care  of  ourfelves. 

.  As  we  approached  towards  amul,  the  country  appeared  flill  more 
pleafant :  this  city  is  fituated  in  a  plain  at  the  foot  of  that  part  of  mount 
TAURUS,  where  the  Persians  fay  Alexander  encamped,  and  refrefhed 
his  army :  it  is  watered  by  a  river,  over  wEich  there  is  a  fumptuous 
‘bridge  of  12  arches.  '  They  have  a  tradition,  that  if  any  governor  or  com¬ 
mander  pafs  over  it  on  horfeback,  he  will  foon  be  deprived  of  his  office,  if 
not  of  his  life ;  and  that  whoever  would  not  be  purfued  by  ill  fortune, 
ought  to  walk  over  it :  this  however  is  certain,  that  although  the  ilrearn 
is  rapid,  and  the  water  foul,  the  Persians  generally  ford  it:  and  as  I 
did  not  chufe  to  be  regarded  as  a  perfon  excluded  from  the  common  boun¬ 
ties  of  heaven,  I  thought  proper  to  comply  fo  far  as  to  lead  my  horfe,  and 
walk' over  the  bridge.  Here  we  found  the  ruins  of  an  old  fortrefs,  which 
had  been  very  firong  and  regular,  beyond  any  I  faw  in  Persia  :  the  walls 
were  of  brick,  and  of  great  thicknefs  ;  they  fay  it  has  been  repaired  every 
two  hundred  years  fince  the  time  of  the  original  foundation,  faid  to  be 
.4000  years  ago  j  but  this  unluckily  happens  to  be  before  the  deluge,  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  accounts.  It  is  certain  however  that  this  is  one  of  the  ci¬ 
ties  of  the  antient  Persians,  and  much  efteemed  for  its  fituation  by  the 

fove- 
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fovereigns  of  this  country.  Here  is  a  palace  built  with  ftone,  which  the 
famous  SHAH  abas  often  made  his  refidence  :  it  has  two  ftories  which  ■ 
command  a  pleafant  profped;,  and  is  well  contrived  for  coolnefs  and  con- 
veniency.  The  garden  is  remarkable  for  the  fize  and  height  of  its  cyprus- 
trees. 

In  this  city  I  met  a  writer  in  the  fervice  of  mahommed  khan,  who » 
received  me  with  great  civility,  and  exprelTed  much  concern  that  he  was 
ignorant  of  my  circumllances,  when  I  was  in  his  company  retiring  before 
the  TURKOMANS.  He  informed  us,  that  sadoc  aga,  and  his  tartars,  • 
when  they  came  into  this  place,  were  not  above  1 50  in  number }  but  as  his 
mailer  the  khan  had  only  60  fighting  men  with  him,  they  would  certain¬ 
ly  have  attacked  us,  if  the  townfmen  of  amul  had  not  magnified  our' 
flrength,  pretending  that  we  had  received  a  reinforcement  from  shirvan.  • 
‘‘We  were  afraid,”  faid  he,  “  not  only  of  the  tartars,  but  of  the  in- 
“  habitants  of  the  province,  who  were  ripe  for  a  revolt.  Sadoc  aga  de- 
“  manded  money  and  provifion  of.  this  city,  and,  to  give  a  greater  impref- 
“  lion  of  the  force  of  the  rebel-army,  he  required  alfo  no  lefs  than  fifty- 
“  thoufand  pair  of  horfe-fhoes.  As  foon  as  the  townfmen  thought  that 
“  MAHOMMED  KHAN  was  marched  out  of -danger,  they  afiured  sadoc 
“  AGA  they  fhould  make  no  difficulty  in  ferving  him,  provided  he  took 
“  MAHOMMED  KHAN  pnfoner.  The  rebels  accordingly  purfued  the  KHAN; 

“  but  after  a  few  days,  news  arriving  from  khorasan  of  the  defeat  of 

MAHOMMED  HASSAN,  and  the  main  body  of  the  rebel  army;  thefe 
“  people  prepared  to  give  sadoc  aga  a  warm  reception,  in  cafe  he 
“  fliould  return  this  way.  Several  of  his  party  took  to  the  mountains, 

“  but  fixty  of  them  came  here,  of  which  half  were  Turkomans:  many 
“  of  thefe  fought  very  gallantly,  twelve  were  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  18 
“  taken  prifoners,  and  put  to  death.  The  thirty  khajars  furrendered 
“  themfelves,  and  having  deprived  of. their  fight  by  order  of  the 

“  shah,  are  now  in  this  city.” 

The  fecretary,  having  given  me  this  information  concerning  the  fate 
of  thofe  rafli  men,  invited  me  to  hear  his  mufic,  of  which  one  infiru- 
ment  refembled  a  flute,  another  a  kettle-drum,  a  third  a  gittar ;  an  old 

man 
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.man  and -two  boys  at  the  fame  time  fung  and  danced.  It  muft  be  noted, 
that  neither  of  thefe  accomplifhments  are  taught,  except  to  perfons  who 
hire  them felves  for  this  purpofe ;  in  others  they  are  confidered  as  mean 
and  ignoble.  Here  I  obferved  the  fame  kind  of  movements  as  in  Portu¬ 
gal  i  and  it  is  probable  that  the  portugueze  brought  thefe  dances  from 
this  country,  as  before  the  conqueftof  ormus  they  had  an  intimate  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  PERSIANS.  The  boys  moved  their  heads,  legs,  and  arms 
at  the  fame  time  in  a  very  extravagant  manner ;  the  writer  however  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  entertainment  was  not  the  moft  perfedt  of  it’s  kind  :  he 
then  fent  for  a  prieft,  remarkable  as  a  good  finger  5  this  man  raifed  his 
voice  to  a  degree  of  amazement,  his  quavers  were  mixed  with  a  very 
harfh  guttural,  and  the  dillortions  of  his  vifage  fuch,  as  rather  created  hor- 
•ror  than  delight  5  nor  was  their  inflrumental  mufic  lefs  ungrateful  to  my 
ear. 

The  people  of  amul,  as  in  many  other  parts  of  this  coaft,  begin  in 
May  to  retire  into  the  neighbouring  mountains,  where  they  live  in  tents, 
,and  enjoy  cool  breezes,  delightful  fhades,  plenty  of  fruits,  the  mod:  de¬ 
licious  water,  with  an  extenlive  profpedl  of  a  hue  country  below 
them.  Near  this  place  are  mines  well  furnifhed  with  iron  oar,  where 
the  SHAH  had  his  chief  foundery  for  his  cannon,  ball,  and  bomb-fliells,  as 
alfo  forges  for  horfe-fhoes :  and  fuppohng  the  Persian  marine  would 
fucceed,  they  intended  alfo  to  make  anchors.  They  have  plenty  of  rice 
and  wheat,  and  alfo  printed  cottons,  in  which  articles  they  trade  with  tlie 
neighbouring  provinces. 

The  9th,  in  the  evening  we  left  amul,  and  travelled  through  a  de¬ 
lightful  country  till  two  in  the  morning,  when,  after  refting  ourfelves  in . 
tents,  we  departed  for  baler ush,  the  capital  of  the  province.  My  fird: 
enquiry  was  concerning  the  condudd  of  the  rebels  when  I  left  the  place  in 
february  lad:,  and  I  received  the  following  account.  The  townfmen,  ap- 
■prehenfive  of  the  cruelty  of  the  turkumans,  or.  little  concerned  about 
their  loyalty  to  iJAUiR  shah,  fubmitted  very  quietly  to  sadoc  aga. 
When  he  went  in  purfuit  of  mahommed  khan,  he  appointed  ismael 
•BEG,  a  perfon  of  fome  didindion,  as  'their  governor,  but  without  leav- 


LANGAROOD  TO  ASTRABAD. 


Chap.XLII.  LANGAROOD  TO  ASTRABAD.  289 

ing  him  any  forces.  Upon  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  the  rebels,  their 
governor  was  feized,  and  holes  being  cut  in  his  flefh,  they  fet  lighted  candles 
into  them ;  in  this  barbarous  manner  they  led  him  about  the  market¬ 
place  naked,  till  with  lofs  of  blood  he  expired.  - 


If  we  confider  a  people  univerfally  alienated  from  their  fovereign,  and 
yet  exercifing  fuch  horrid  cruelties  for  what  they  eftcemed  no  crime ;  it 
can  be  reconciled  only  by  habit,  and  a  cuftom  of  infenfibility,  joined  to  * 
the  terrors  of  this  tyrant’s  power,  which  thus  conjured  up  fo  many  mil¬ 
lions  of  diabolical  fpirits  to  torment  and  deftroy  each  other. 

The  nth,  I  vifited  mahommed  khan,  whofe  houfe  was  a  few  miles  - 
from  the  city,  in  a  delightful  lituation.  There  was  nothing  grand 
about  it ;  but  the  adjacent  woods  and  rivulets  gave  it  an  air  of  limplicity, 
and  afforded  more  pleafure  than  the  moft  fumptuous  palace,  where  we  fee 
only  finifhed  ftrokes  of  art.  In  the  area  before  his  houfe  were  drawn  up 
under  arms  150  men,  in  two  double  lines.  I  alighted,  according  to 
cuflom,  fome  yards  diflance  from  the  houfe,  and  bowing  with  my  hand  - 
on  my  bread:,  advanced  towards  him  :  the  khan  was  feated  in  his  ai- 
VAN,  and  received  me  with  great  expreflions  of  kindnefs :  as  a  more  con¬ 
vincing  proof  of  his  regard,  he  releafed  a  man  who  was  tied,  and  con¬ 
demned  to  be  beaten ;  telling  me,  that  he  did  it  for  my  fake,  and  to  do 
me  honour.  I  made  him  a  prefent  of  fome  fine  cloth  and  a  cafe  of  choice 
drams,  of  which  this  irreligious  mahommedan  was  immoderately  fond. 
He  told  me  1  mufi;  be  his  gueff,  with  many  affurances  that  a  proper 
and  fufficient  guard  fliould  be  provided  to  attend  us  to  astrabad  j 
which  province  he  faid  was  entirely  ruined  by  the  rebellion,  and  the  fatal 
conlequences  of  it ;  defiring  for  my  own  fake,  that  1  would  make  as  fhort 
,  a  ftay  in  that  city  as  poffible.  He  obferved  further  that  behbud  khan 
the  king’s  general,  was  a  very  worthy  man,  but  loved  prefents  j  and  that 
this  general,  as  well  as  the  others  at  astrabad,  were  ordered  by  the 
king  on  an  expeditiorv  to  balkhan. 

As  I  had  confented  to  take  up  my  lodgings  with  him  that  night,  he 

ordered  poultry  and  fheep  to  be  killed,  meaning  to  fhew  me  fo  much  fa¬ 
vour. 


290  THE  AUTHOR’S  JOURNEY  FROM,  See.  Part II. 

vour,  as  to  wipe  ofF  the  flains  his  reputation  had  fufFered  by  his  ill  trea- 
ment  of  me  before ;  for  he  now  pretended,  that  he  was  then  entirely  ig¬ 
norant  of  my  condition,  or  he  had  certainly  provided  me  with  a  fufficient 
number  of  horfes,  and  all  things  necefFary  for  my  journey.  At  dinner  we 
had  very  little  converfation  ;  for  it  is  not  the  cuftom  of  the  Persians,  on 
that  occafion,  to  talk  much  ;  nor  did- the  ignorance  of  the  khan  admit  of 
his  making  many  pertinent  enquiries.  As  he  was  defirous  to  do  me  plea- 
fure,  he  fent  for  his  dancers  and  mulic,  with  which  I  was  tormented  the 
whole  evening,  my  nerves  being  too  weak  to  bear  fo  much  noife  as  was 
made  by  eight  inilruments  and  three  fingers  :  and  here  it  may  be  worth 
obferving,  that  though  an  European  ear  cannot  be  reconciled  to  their 
tafte  in  mufic,  yet  ours  is  agreeable  to  them.  When  they  had  perform¬ 
ed  their  bulinefs,  the  dancing-men  prefented  me  an  orange,  which  was  a 
civil  way  of  demanding  payment  for  their  trouble.  After  dinner  the  khan 
invited  me  to  drink  brandy  with  him  ;  upon  my  refufal  he  exprelled  great 
furprize,  that  I  being  an  European  and  a  Christian,  did  not  delight 
in  fpirituous  liquors.  As  foon  as  I  retired,  he  and  his  companions  could 
not  refill  making  trial  of  the  flrong  waters  I  had  prefented  him :  their 
ufual  way  is  for  each  perfon  to  fet  a  plate  of  fweet-meats  before  him,  and 
drink  their  liquor  in  tea-cups  till  they  are  drunk,  which  is  generally  ef¬ 
fected  in  a  very  fhort  time. 

The  next  morning  we  vifited  the  monument  of  the  khan’s  favourite 
wife,  who  had  been  lately  buried  in  a  wood  near  his  houfe.  There  was 
an  epitaph,  not  differing  much  from  the  European  manner  :  the  author, 
according  to  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind,  compared  life  to  a  flower  that 
blofFoms  in  the  fpring,  and  in  the  fummer  appears  in  the  full  luflre  of  its 
beauty  j  but  in  autumn  begins  to  whither  and  decline,  and  when  winter 
comes  on,  every  gufl  of  wind  blows  it  to  the  ground,  where  it  lays  and  rots. 

Before  I  took  my  leave  of  the  khan,  I  defired  he  would  tell  me  defi¬ 
nitively  what  number  of  men  he  would  give  me  for  a  guard ;  he  replied, 
as  many  as  I  pleafed  :  but  I  foon  found,  that  five  men  mufl  be  the  num¬ 
ber  as  far  as  kolebawd,  from  whence  only,  he  faid,  there  was  any  dan¬ 
ger;  and  that  there  I  might  obtain  any  number  of  foldiers. 
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CHAP.  XLIII. 

^he  author's  journey  through  mazanderan.  A  jliort  defcription  of  shah 
ABAs’s  caufeway  a?id  of  the  antient  temple  oj  the  worfippers  of  fre\  as 
alfo  of  the  famous  palace  ^ashreff.  Pyramids  oJ  human  heads  at 
the  entrance  of  astrabad. 

ON  the  13th  of  May,  I  difpatched  a  courier  to  Mr.  el  ton,  to  inform 
him  of  what  had  pafTed  in  relation  to  the  king’s  bufinefs,  and  the 
intended  expedition  to  balkhan,  for  which  captain  woodroofe  was  re¬ 
quired  to  be  the  leading  (hip :  by  the  fame  courier  I  informed  him  con¬ 
cerning  the  buffaloes,  which  he  required  to  be  fent  from  astrabad  to 
draw  timber :  I  was  informed  that  thefe  animals  are  yet  ftronger  than  oxen  ; 
but  if  provoked,  are  dangerous  and  intradlable :  they  are  very  hot  in  their 
conflitution,  and  delight  much  in  water  and  marfhy  grounds. 

Leaving  balfrush,  we  travelled  three  leagues  through  a  delightful 
country  to  alleabad,  where  is  a  palace  of  mean  appearance,  but  plea- 
fantly  fituated.  The  mofl  important  and  ufeful  monument  of  antiquity 
in  this  country  is  the  caufe-way  built  by  shah  .abas  the  great,  about 
the  beginning  of  the  lafl  century,  which  runs  from  keskar,  in  the 
fouth-wefl  corner  of  the  Caspian,  by  astrabad  in  the  fouth-eaft  cor¬ 
ner,  and  feveral  leagues  yet  further,  being  in  all  near  300  English  miles. 
During  this  period  it  has  hardly  been  ever  repaired  j  it  mufl  be  obferved 
however,  that  few  or  no  wheel- carriages  are  in  ufe  in  this  country,  fo 
that  the  pavement  is  yet  preferved  in  many  places  very  perfedl :  in  foms 
parts  it  is  above  20  yards  broad,  being  raifed  in  the  middle  with  ditches 
on  each  fide ;  there  are  many  bridges  upon  it,  under  which  water  is  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  rice-fields  \  but  thefe  are  made  level,  and  do  not  interrupt 
the  profpedl.  From  alleabad  to  sari  there  arc  fome  perfpe<5tives  from 
fouth-wefi;  to  north-eafi:  for  above  a  league  together,  bordered  on  each 
fide  by  a  thick'wood,  whofe  luxuriant  branches  afford  a  delightful  (bel¬ 
ter  to  travellers.  There  are  alfo  many  avenues  into  meadows  and  rice- fields, 
which  variegate  the  profpedt,  and  delight  the  imagination. 
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'  The  inhabitants  at  sari  were  in  a  very  miferable  condition,  complain¬ 
ing  loudly  of  the  king,  and  no  lefs  of  sadoc  aga,  and  his  turktjman 
TARTARS,  who  had  been  with  them  for  fome  dalys,  on  the  occafion  of 
their  ihcurfion  into  mazanderan.  Here  we  learnt,  that  four  thoufand 
men  from  the  king^s  camp  were  arrived  at  hazar-jereb,  and  that  a 
body  of  forces,  levied  in  this  province,  were  ordered  to  take  polTefTion  of  all 
the  avenues,  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  from  running  away  :  thus  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  people  being  rendered  more  defperate,  thofe  who  had  appeared 
in  arms  again  ft  the  king,  were  become  the  more  dangerous  to  travellers. 

Sari  was  built  by  the  antient  Persians  j  there  are  yet  four  temples 
of  the  GEBREs,  or  worshippers  of  fire,  who  formerly  inhabited  all  thjs 
coaft  :  it  feemed  inconfiftent,  that  the  Persians  fuftcred  thefe  temples  to 
remain  unmolefted,  after  the  abolition  of  a  religion,  which  they  now  efteem 
grofsly  idolatrous:  but  they  are  made  of  the  moft  durable  materials.  Thefe 
edifices  are  rotund  as  of  about  thirty  feet  diameter,  raifed  in  height  to  a  point 
near  120  feet.  Of  the  religion  of  thefe  people,  I  ftiall  have  occafion  to  fay 
more,  when  I  come  to  fpeak  of  the  everlafting  fire  at  e  aku. 

I 

The  14th,  We  continued  our  rout  through  a  moft  delightful  country 
to  ashreff  :  here  the  caufe-way  was  much  decayed.  Shah  abas 
delighted  greatly  in  the  fouthern  coaft  of  the  Caspian,  and  particularly  in 
mazanderan  :  he  built  a  lodge  every  two  leagues  for  his  refreftiment 
in  travelling  j  many  of  thefe  buildings  were  yet  habitable.  The  cuftom 
of  the  PERSIANS  forbids  any  fubjedt  to  fit  in  the  palaces  of  their  kings, 
whether  they  are  abfent,  or  not  3  but  this  ceremony  by  no  means  fuited  us 
who  were  fatigued.  From  one  of  thefe  buildings  we  had  a  fair  view 
of  the  great  mountain  demoan,  on  which  the  Persians  fay  the  ark 
refted,  whilft  the  Armenians  afcribe  this  honour  to  mount  Ararat, 
which  is  alfo  vifible  in  clear  wxather  on  the  weftern  coaft  of  the  Cas¬ 
pian,  if  \vhat  was  ftiewn  me  as  fuch,  is  the  real  Ararat,  becaufe  the 
diftance  feems  to  be  rather  too  great. 

In  the  afternoon  we  arrived  at  ashreff,  where  with  difficulty  we  ob¬ 
tained  lodgings  3  my  Armenian  fervants  attempted  to  beat  the  peafants, 

and 
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‘and  compel  them  to  procure  quarters,  though  they  had  no  better  autho¬ 
rity  for  it,  than  what  was  derived  from  their  being  armed.  The  Persians 
have  been  now  fo  long  accuftomed  to  this  kind  of  feverity,  that  I 
hardly  obferved  a  fingle  inftance  of  that  private  refentment  and  revenge, 
fo  common  amongft  chriftians,  particularly  in  the  fouth  of  Europe. 

In  this  place  is  a  celebrated  palace  built  by  shah  abas,  far  exceeding 
any  on  the  whole  coaft  of  the  Caspian  fea.  Over  the  gate  which  forms 
the  entrance,  are  the  arms  of  Persia,  being  a  lion  with  the  fun  rifing  be¬ 
hind  it  %  alluding  to  the  ftrength  and  glory  of  the  Persian  monarchy. 
Within  this  gate  is  a  long  avenue,  on  each  fide  of  which  are  thirty  apart¬ 
ments  intended  for  a  royal  guard  :  the  next  gate  in  front  opens  into  a 
garden,  in  the  middle  of  which  is  a  channel  made  with  flone,  about 
three  feet  wide,  and  one  deep :  In  this  channel  runs  a  ftream  of  water, 
which  has  four  falls  of  about  an  ell  high,  thirty  yards  dillance  from  each 
other,  each  having  a  fmall  bafon  and  fountain :  thefe  falls  muR  have  a 
£ne  effedt }  for  on  the  fide  near  the  ftream,  holes  are  cut  to  fix  candles  at 
equal  diftances,  to  the  number  of  about  a  thoufand  :  at  the  head  of  thefe 
is  a  large  fione-bafon  about  fix  feet  deep.  In  the  building  there  is  near 
this  bafon  a  fumptuous  aivan  painted  with  gold  flowers  on  a  blue 
ground  very  well  executed  :  here  are  alfo  feveral  portraits,  which  feem  to 
have  been  done  by  a  Hollander,  but  no  mafterly  hand.  On  the  fides 
of  the  aivan  are  feveral  fmall  apartments,  and  behind  this  building  are 
three  other  falls  of  water,  which  pour  down  from  the  fide  of  a  fleep 
mountain  covered  with  wood. 

The  garden  conflfts  chiefly  in  walks,  bordered  by  very  large  pines, 
orange,  and  other  fruit-trees  difperfed  in  beds,  with  flreams  of  water  run¬ 
ning  between  them.  From  thence  we  were  carried  into  another  garden 
much  in  the  fame  tafle,  in  which  flood  the  harram  :  there  was  no  bo¬ 
dy  in  it }  yet  being  the  women’s  apartment,  it  was  confidered  as  facred, 
and  we  were  not  permitted  to  go  into  it.  Before  it  is  a  large  bafon  of  wa¬ 
ter,  and  a  fquare  with  marble  benches  at  each  corner  j  a  fycamour  of  pro¬ 
digious  fize  in  the  center,  fliaded  the  whole  with  it’s  extended  branches  : 

*  See  frontifpiece  of  this  volume. 
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here  were  alfo  cafcades  In  the  fame  manner  as  related  in  the  other 
garden.  From  thence  we  were  conduced  to  a  banqueting-houfe,  which 
was  dedicated  to  a  grandfon  of  ali  ;  out  of  refpedl  to  this  place  we  were 
required  to  leave  our  fwords  at  the  door.  The  folemnity  with  which  we 
were  conducted,  ftruck  me  with  a  kind  of  religious  awe;  but  this  was 
.  foon  changed  into  contempt ;  for  I  was  furprized  to  find  the  room  adorned 
with  paintings,  fuch  as  could  pleafe  only  a  voluptuous  mahommedan. 
Here  were  alfo  portraits  of  shah  abas  the  firft  and  fecond,  and  of  fome 
other  perfons,  all  by  an  European  hand,  but  meanly  performed.  It  had 
no  furniture  but  rich  carpets,  which  were  then  piled  into  great  heaps. 

We  were  now  fhewn  a  fourth  houfe  and  garden,  in  which  was  the 
fpring  that  gave  water  to  the  greatefi:  part  of  the  whole  :  in  this  was  a 
ftately  dome,  whofe  top  was  indifferently  well  painted,  and  the  walls 
were  covered  with  dutch  tiles  as  high  as  the  gallery.  At  fome  diftance 
from  this  on  an  eminence  is  a  fmall  building,  which  feemed  to  be  in¬ 
tended  for  an  obfervatory.  The  whole  commands  a  view  of  a  very  fine 
country,  the  caspia'n  fea  being  about  five  miles  diftance:  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  the  mountains  on  the  back  of  this  palace,  the  numerous  caf¬ 
cades,  and  the  mufic  of  the  birds,  gave  me  many  pleafing  ideas :  but 
,  the  unhappy. fituation  of  the  people  ftill  returned  to  my  thoughts, 
and  blunted  the  edge  of  that  pleafure  which  I  might  have  otherwife 
enjoyed. 

f 

The  15th,  we  left  ashreff,  and  travelled  fouiTeagues  to  kolebawd  ; 
through  this  village  runs  a  ftream  of  water,  which  parts  the  provinces  of 
-MAZANDERAN  and  ASTRABAD.  Upon  the  road  we  met  a  courier  with 
a  letter  from  hahdgee  myrza  mahommed,  to  acquaint  me  that  his 
eftate  had  been  feized  upon,  his  fons  obliged  to  fly,  himfelf  imprifoned, 
and  in  great  danger  of  being  put  to  death  ;  .he  therefore  befought  I 
would  haften  my  journey,  and  ufe  my  intereft  to  fave  his  life.  Mahom¬ 
med  khan  had  aftured  me,  that  in  this  village  I  might  procure  a  guard 
to  ASTRABAD  of  any  number  of  men;  but  according  to  the  ordinary  un¬ 
certainty  of  fuch  afturances  in  Persia,  no  guard  at  all  •  could  be  found ; 
for  the  peafaiits,  not  liking  their  fituation,  had  deferted  the  village  :  what 
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added  to  this  difappointment  was,  that  belides  the  robbers  which  were  in 
the  adjacent  mountains,  the  ogurtjoy  pirates  had  made  a  defcent  at 
this  place  a  few  days  before,  and  murdered  feveral  people  after  plundering 
their  houfes.  We  were  fourteen  in  number  well  armed;  and  determined 
to  defend  ourfelves :  the  houfe  in  which  we  took  up  our  lodging  had 
been  plundered  by  the  turkumans  and  khajars  during  the  late  re¬ 
bellion,  but  upon  the  reverfe  of  their  fortune,  the  owner  had  received  his  ' 
own  goods  again,  with  the  charge  of  other  effedls. 


Having  fpent  the  night  with  a  watchful  uneafinefs,  the  next  day  we  ^ 
went  forward  for  as  tr  a  bad,  paffing  by  feveral  detachments  of  armed  ’ 
villagers, .  who  had  thrown  up  an  intrenchment  fortified  with  palifadoes ;  . 
they  were  ordered  to  examine  paffengers,  and  keep  the  road  free.  As  we 
approached  to  as  tr  a  bad,  we  met  feveral  armed  horfemen  carrying 
home  the  peafants  whofe  eyes  had  been, put  out,  the  blood  yet  running  , 
down  their  faces.  Near  the  entrance  of  the  city  on  each  fide  was  a  pyra¬ 
mid  built  of  fbone  whitened  over,  and  made  full  of  niches ;  thefe  pyra¬ 
mids  were  about  fixteen  or  twenty  feet  diameter  at  the  bafis,  rifing  gra¬ 
dually  into  a  point  to  near  forty  feet ;  at  the  top  of  each  was  a  fingle  head. 
This  being  towards  the  clofe  of  the  execution,  the  greateft  part  of  the 
niches  were  filled  with  human  heads,  of  which  feveral  had  beards,  and  • 
being  fet  a  little  projedling,  added  to  the  horror  of  this  objedt.  I  had  • 
been  fourteen  days  on  my  journey  from  langarood,  and  found  thee 
neareft  computation  of  the  diilance  to  be  about- 250  English  miles.  • 


/ 


C  H  A  P. 
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*The  author  arrives  at  astrabad.  His  reception  by  the  shah’s  general. 
Cruelties  exercifed  on  the  rebels,  The  author  vijits  mahommed  hussein 
KHAN.  His  charaBer.  Secret  caufes  of  the  rebellion  in  astrabad  .* 
An  account  of  the  battle  fought  by  the  rebels  with  the  shah’s  forces. 

TH  E  1 6th  of  May  we  entered  the  city  of  astrabad  the  fecond 
time ;  a  fcene  of  mifery  and  defolation,  which  amply  verified  the 
prediction  of  the  woman  Upon  my  arrival  I  was  informed,  that  the 
executions  of  that  day  confifted  in  cutting  out  the  left  eyes  of  thirty  men, 
beheading  four,  and  burning  one  alive,  the  lafi;  having  been  a  captain  in 
the  rebel-guard.  Two  hundred  women  were  alfo  fent  out  of  the  city,  of 
which  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  ordered  to  be  fold  as  flaves  to  the  fol- 
diers. 


The  next  day  I  pafied  through  feveral  flreets,  which  appeared  to  have 
DO  inhabitants  -except  foldiers,  and  a  few  old  women.  1  fent  a  prefent  to 
BEHBUD  khan  the  king’s  general,  and  immediately  followed  it  myfelf. 
He  was  feated  in  his  aivan,  with  a  femicircle  of  his  foldiers  drawn  up  a 


*  See  page  205. 
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little  below  him,  judging  and  condemning  the  unhappy  rebels,  who  were 
brought  before  him  one  or  two  at  a  time,  as  he  demanded  them.  After 
the  compliments  of  welcome,  he  afked  me  why  I  did  not  ftay  in  astra- 
BAD  till  he  came  ?  As  I  knew  nothing  of  him  when  1  left  the  place,  I 
thcRight  the  queftion  a  little  extraordinary.  I  told  him  I  did  not  remain  in 
ASTRABAD  bccaufe  I  was  afraid  of  violence  to  my  perfon,  or  of  being 
made  a  Have  to  the  turkuman  tartars;  moreover  that  it  was 
my  buftnefs  to  feek  juftice  of  the  bhah,  whofe  decree  I  had  now  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  prefent  him  ;  and  'then  handing  up,  and  taking  it  in  both  my 
hands,  I  lifted  it  up  to  my  head,  and  delivered  it  to  him  :  he  ftood  up 
and  received  it,  and  raifing  it  to  his  forehead,  gave  it  to  his  fecretary  to 
read.  I  have  already  obferved,  that  the  king  ordered  the  money  to  be 
paid,  according  to  the  account  I  fhould  deliver,  out  of  the  fequcftered 
eftates  of  the  rebels ;  dedu(fting  the  value  of  what  goods  could  be  found, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  me.  The  general  faid,  “  the  decree 
“  muft  be  obeyed.”  I  replied,  “  You  may  fee  how  great  favour  the  king  has 
“  Ihewn  us,  not  only  in  ordering  payment,  but  that  it  lhall  be  done  foon, 
“  and  therefore  I  hope  you  will  pay  honour  to  the  decree  by  feeing  it  exe- 
‘‘  cuted  immediately.”  He  aftlired  me  it  fhould  be  done  without  delay, 
and  fpoke  as  follows  :  ‘‘  You  find  how  the  rebels  have  changed  their  blood 
“  for  your  crimfon  cloth.  If  it  pleafes  the  almighty  to  give  the  king 
‘‘  health,  no  attempt  of  this  fort  will  prevail  againft  him.”  He  then  pre- 
fented  me  fweet-meats  and  large  white  mulberries,  wliich  are  a  delicious 
fruit :  the  prifoners  were  taken  from  his  prefence  whilft  we  eat :  In  the 
interim  the  fecretary  made  a  complimental  fpeech  on  the  general  ufe- 
fulnefs  of  merchants,  obferving  “  that  they  brought  wealth  into  coun- 
“  tries,  were  ferviceable  to  kings ;  and  ought  not  to  be  offended  by  any, 
“  but  protedted  by  all  parties.” 

.  Behbud  khan  had  the  title  of  “  high  and  mighty  miniffer  of  miniffers, 
“  and  general  of  ATTOK,with  the  frontiers  of  turkumania.”  He  was 
a  flout  black  man,  with  an  open  countenance,  hard  featured,  looking  fierce 
and  undifturbed,  as  to  any  fentiment  of  compaflion.  After  a  fliort  repaff, 
a  prifoner  was  brought  before  him,  who  had  too  large  logs  of  v/ood  fitted 

to 
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to  the  fmall  of  his  leg,  and  riveted  together  :  there  was  alfo  a  heavy  tri¬ 
angular  collar  of  wood  about  his  neck  j  one  of  the  parts  being  made 
longer  than  the  other  two,  ferved  as  a  hand-cuif  to  his  left  wrift,  fo  that  if 
he  attempted  to  reft  his  arm,  it  muft  prefs  on  his  neck.  The  general 
alked  me,  if  that  man  had  taken  my  goods;  I  told  him,  I  did  no| re¬ 
member  to  have  ever  feen  him  before.  He  was  then  queftioned  for  fome  time, 
and  at  length  ordered  to  be  beaten  with  flicks,  which  was  performed  by 
two  foldiers  with  fuch  feverity,  as  if  they  meant  to  kill  him.  The  foldiers 
were  then  ordered  to  fpit  in  his  face,  an  indignity  of  great  antiquity  in  the 
eaft ;  this,  and  the  cutting  off  beards,  which  I  fliall  have  occafion  to  men¬ 
tion,  brought  to  my  mind  the  fufferings  recorded  in  the  prophetical  hiflory 
of  our  Saviour  The  clofe  of  this  hideous  fcene  was  an  order  to  cut  out 
the  eyes  of  this  unhappy  man  :  the  foldiers  were  dragging  him  to  execution, 
whilfl  he  begged  with  bitter  cries,  that  he  might  rather  fuffer  death ;  the 
aeneral,  whofe  heart  feemed  to  be  made  of  the  fame  kind  of  huff  as  his 
fword,  did  not  grant  this  cruel  mercy  ;  but  the  man,  being  recalled  for  fur¬ 
ther  enquiry,  the  execution  was  fufpended  for  that  day. 

-  Sadoc  AG  a  was  then  brought  before  the  general.  The  reader  will 
^remember,  that  this  young  man  was  diftinguiflied  among  the  rebels  by 
•-the  rank  of  a  general,  and  had  the  command  of  that  detachment  which 
;was  fent  into  mazanderan.  He  had  alfo  a  principal  fhare  in  taking 
my  caravan  of  cloth,  and  infalting  me  by  his  jefts.  Emir  khan  his 
father  was  in  fuch  great  favour  with  the  king,  that  the  fon  might  have 
■ibeen  pardoned  for  his  fake ;  but  emir  khan,  fearing  his  interpofition 
might  involve  himfelf  in  part  of  his  foil’s  difgrace,  declared  to  the  shah, 
-that  if  SADOC  aga  had  been  really  his  fon,  it  was  not  pofTible  he  Ihould 
^have  rebelled  ^  This  young  man  was  taken  prifoner  in  mazanderan, 
and  brought  before  the  governor  of  that  province,  who  bid  him  be  pa- 

tient,  and  confider  his  condition  as  a  pidlure  of  the  world,  fometimes  to 

ride,  and  fometimes  to  carry  the  faddle,”  alluding  to  a  flory  of  one  of 

“  He  gave,  his  back  to  the  fmiters,  and  his  cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  off  the  hair  ;  he  hid  not 
•“  his  face  from  fhame  and  fpilting.” 

This  id  a  common  place  compliment  to  oriental  tyrants,  and  has  been  often  proftituted  to  the  dif-  • 
•gjacc-of  humanity.  •  ■ 

their 
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their  prophets,  whofe  horfe  died  under  him.  Sadoc  aga  being  fent  pri- 
foner  to,  astrabad,  had  his  beard  cut  off,  his  face  was  rubbed  with  dirt, 
and  his  eyes  were  cut  out.  He  was  a  youth  of  more  than  common  viva¬ 
city,  and  when  I  faw  him  laft,  w'as  richly  dreffed,  well  armed,  and  full 
of  mirth.  Alas !  the  fcene  was  now  changed,  his  garb  was  mean,  and 
his  eyes  deprived  of  their  light :  he  drooped  his  head,  and  his  voice  was 
changed.  The  general  alked  him  concerning  my  goods,  and  told  him  he 
muft  pay  for  them^  to  which  he  anfwered,  “  All  that  I  know  of  his 
“  merchandize  is,  that  .they  were  taken  by  mahommed  h  ass  an,  and 
“  by  him  diftributed  to  his  people.  Would  to  god  that  mahommed 
‘‘  ha'ssan,  and  his  whole  houfe,  had  been  buried  deep  in  the  earth  e're 
I  had  heard  of  his  name.  And  how  can  I  pay  for  the  goods  ?  I  have 
“  nothing  left  but  this  mean  garb  which  you  fee  upon  my  back :  indeed 
this  is  fufficient ;  you  have  already  deprived  me  of  my  fight,  and  of 
what  ufe  is  life  to  me  ?”  This  he  expreffed  in  pathetic  terms,  and  with 
that  emotion  which  is  natural  to  a  daring  fpirit,  though  in  the  deepefl 
diftrefs ;  but  upon  his  faying  thefe  words,  the  general  ordered  him  to  be 
ftruck  a-crofs  the  mouth  to  filence  him  5  which  was  done  with  fuch  vio¬ 
lence,  that  the  blood  iffued  forth. 


Sadoc  aga  being  removed,  hahdgee  myrza  mahommed  w'as 
brought,  with  a  collar  and  log,  in  the  manner  already  related  of  the  other 
prifoners.  I  might  nov/  have  faid,  how  wise  you  are  !  as  he  told 
me  when  I  faw  him  laft;  but  there  never  can  be  a  proper  time  to  infult 
the  wretched.  Perhaps,  in  ftridt  juftice,  I  ought  not  to  have  put  any  glofs 
upon  this  man’s  perfidious  conduct ;  but  in  mercy,  which  feemed  to  be 
moft  wanted  there,  I  was  filent,  and  took  my  leave  abruptly,  having  my 
heart  too  full  to  fuffer  this  fort  of  entertainment. 


From  thence  I  went  to  mahommed  hussein  khan,  to  whom  I  alfo 
made  a  prefent :  this  perfon  has  been  already  mentioned  as'  father  of  him 
who  was  the  governor  of  astrabad  at  the  time  of  the  rebellion.  The 
khan  had  been  charged  with  the  murder  of  shah  tjehmas,  and  pro¬ 
bably  was  glad  to  perpetrate  this  crime,  fearing  this  prince’s  reftoration,  in 
cafe  NADIR  had  died  in  his  expedition  to  India  :  this  old  man  was  how- 
VoL,  I.  P  p  ever 
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ever  in  the  greateft  confidence  with  the  king,  and  honoured  with  the 
pompous  title  of,  “  the  high  and  mighty  minifter  of  minifters,  partner 
“  of  a  kingdom,  andnearcft  to  the  throne ;  mahommed  hussein  khan, 
“  lord  of  lords  of  ASTRABAD.”  He  received  me  with  great  politenefs, 
alluring  me  in  the  ftrongefi;  terms,  that  he  would  not  leave  the  place  till 
my  bulinefs  was  done  agreeable  to  the  shah’s  orders:  “  the  king,”  added 
he,  “  has  fhewn  great  favour  and  kindnefs  to  gemal  beg  and  you  :  you 
‘‘  are  the  king’s  guefts,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  mine  :  and  you  are  now  to 
“  confider  behbud  khan  and  myfelf  as  friends.  I  am  charged  with  a 
“  particular  commiffion  from  the  king  to  fee  the  rebels  punifhed :  I  muft 
“  do  that  for  which  I  know  I  fhall  be  damned  ;  fo  the  king  will  have  it. 
“  I  know  the  people  here  hate  me,  and  have  fliewn  the  height  of  their 
refentment  •,  but  I  am  amazed  they  were  deaf  to  the  entreaties  of  na- 
SEER  AG  A,  a  man  without  guile,  who  could  have  no  intention  but  to 
“  preferve  them.  How  ftrange  it  is  that  a  king,  whom  all  the  princes  of 
the  earth  revere,  fliould  not  be  obeyed  by  his  own  people  !  w'hat  could 
“  thefe  rebels  be  fo  mad  to  think?  But  whatever  they  thought,  how 
could  they  anfwer  plundering  you  ?  well !  to-morrow  is  a  day  of  blood, 
“  and  I  will  make  them  pay  you,  though  I  pull  the  money  out  of  their 
throats.” 

I 

My  fituation  was  not  fo  unhappy  as  to  induce  me  to  thank  him  for  his 
bloody  intentions  for  though  thefe  unhappy  men  had  been  rafh  fo  a  de¬ 
gree  of  madnefs,  and  had  adted  as  if  they  meant  to  devote  themfelves  to 
ruin  j  yet  to  oppofe  fuch  execrable  tyranny  wanted  only  more  force  and 
wifdom  to  flamp  their  action  with  a  mark  of  glory.  Nor  could  I  behold 
without  horror  a  man,  whom  a  blind  obedience  to  his  prince  could  in¬ 
duce  to  fliake  hands  wdth  everlafting  perdition  j  for  fo  l  underftood  the 
extraordinary  declaration  he  had  made.  It  is  not  improbable  but  the 
great  fhare  he  had  in  murdering  shah  t^ehmas,  the  laft  of  their  lawful 
kings,  might  now  come  frefh  into  his  memory,  and  help  to  draw  from 
him  this  confeffion.  I  told  the  khan,  that  I  apprehended  great  part  of 
the  money  which  ought  to  be  paid  to  me,  was  already  recovered ;  he  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  it  was,  but  had  been  appropriated  to  the  king’s  ufe ; 

adding, 
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adding,  that  I  fliould  foon  be  paid :  upon  which  I  took  my  leave  of 
him. 

I  could  not  help  refleding  on  thefe  unhappy  men,  who  fuffered  the 
deprivation  of  their  fight :  although  this  mufi:  be  confefiTed  a  great  calami¬ 
ty,  according  to  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind ;  yet  we  find  fome  in- 
ftances  of  men  whole  internal  fight  has  been  exalted  by  it  much  beyond 
what  they  might  have  otherwife  onjoyed.  The  Persians  fubmit  patient¬ 
ly  to  the  difpenfation  of  providence  in  this  infiance  :  few  of  them  are  in- 
ftru(fied  in  the  arts  of  contemplative  life,  and  yet  they  feem  to  arrive  at  a' 
certain  tranquility  as  it  were  by  cufiom  and  natural  difpofition.  It  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  blind  men  are  the  more  fincerely  reconciled  to  the  thoughts  of 
death,  and  have  fo  far  an  advantage :  the  darknefs  in  which  they  are  involv¬ 
ed,  may  make  them  long  to  break  the  chains  of  mortality,  and  bring 
them  to  the  fight  of  the  intelledlual  world.  The  Persians  regard  blind 
men  as  dead,  apprehending  no  mifchief  from  them  5  for  when  they  are 
incapable  of  adling  in  perfon,  they  think  their  counfel  cannot  be  of  great 
confequence. 

I  had  now  a  favourable  opportunity  of  enquiring  into  the  more  fecret 
caufes  of  this  rebellion,  befides  the  obvious  motives  of  robbing  the  king’s 
treafure,  and  my  caravan ;  and  alfo  in  what  manner  they  conduced  them- 
fe^ves  after  I  left  them.  Fatey  ali  khan,  the  father  of  mahommed 
HASS  AN  %  I  have  obferved,  had  fome  years  before  been  put  to  death  by 
NADIR,  as  I  fhall  more  particularly  relate  in  the  hifiory  of  this ‘great 
ufurper.  This  created  a  firong  jealoufy  in  mahommed  hassan, 
that  the  late  governor  of  astrabad  ^  meant  to  defiroy  him  alfo  :  .for  he 
knew  the  governor  was  entirely  in  the  king’s  interefi ;  and  this  increafed 
his  fear.  Sadoc  aga,  and  mahommed  khan  beg,  who  were  but  a 
remove  from  boys,  pleafed  with  the  hopes  of  a  little  plunder,  and  pufied 
up  with  military  pride,  fell  into  the  fame  opinion  j  befides  this,  mahom¬ 
med  HAssAN  had  been  in  correfpondence  with  the  pretender  rade, 
whom  the  Turks  efpoufed,  and  in  whofe  behalf  he  had  lately  appeared  in 

Homer,  milton,  luc as,  and  others.  ®  The  rebel-chief.  ^  The  fon  of 

MAHOMMED  HUSSEIN  KHAN  above-nientioned,  and  a  creature  of  nadir. 
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arms  in  SHiRVAN,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  15,000  Persians  and  lesgees, 
and  cut  out  great  work  for  the  king’s  forces.  Thofe  rebel-troops  had  been  en¬ 
tirely  defeated  fome  months  before,  which,  had  there  been  the  leafl;  wifdom 
among  tlie  confpirators  at  astrabad,  muft  have  prevented  mahommed 
HASSAN  BEG,  and  his  followers,  from  appearing  in  arms.  Weak  and  un¬ 
experienced  as  this  young  man  was,  to  engage  in  fo  daring  an  enterprize, 
he  flattered  himfelf  into  a  belief  that  what  he  wiflied  would  happen,  though 
he  did  not  difcern  by  what  means :  he  knew  indeed  that  the  king  had  no  forces 
in  MAZANDERAN  Hor  GHiLAN,  and  but  a  fmall  body  in  the  parts  of  kho- 
rasan  near  ASTRABAD.  Thus  circumftanced  he  bribed  into  his  alliance 
1000  TURKOMANS,  all  Cavalry  3  and  between  force  and  perfuaflon,  he  in¬ 
duced  2000  people  of  the  province,  and  the  adjacent  mountains,  who  were 
moflly  infantry,  to  {hare  in  his  fortune.  The  people  of  this  province  are 
called  KH  AjARs,  and  are  fome  of  the  remains  of  the  antient  bactrians'^, 
fo  much  diftinguifhed  for  their  treachery,  as  well  as  courage,  by  antient 
hiftorians :  they  were  not  many  years  ago  eight  or  ten  thoufand  in  num¬ 
ber  j  they  have  often  plundered  great  towns,  and  feveral  times  repulfed  the 
forces  of  the  former  kings,  enriching  themfelves  by  fpoil. 

When  the  governor  and  naseer  aga  fled  the  evening  before  the  re¬ 
bels  took  the  city,  they  went  feveral  days  journey  into  khorasan,  where 
they  found  be h bud  khan  with  the  command  of  1500  of  the  king’s 
heft  cavalry;  but  it  was  not  till  naseer  aga  challenged  the  courage  and 
loyalty  of  this  khan,  that  he  confented  to  march  againfl;  a  force,  which 
he  apprehended  would  be  much  fuperior  to  his  own  :  and  indeed  a  lingu¬ 
lar  providence  intervened,  or  this  body  of  troops  had  met  an  entire  defeat. 
When  the  armies  were  near  each  other,  one  of  the  khajar  officers  who 
had  been  forced  into  the  rebel-army,  went  fecretly  to  behbud  khan, 
and  told  him,  if  he  would  give  quarter  to  him  and  his  company,  he 
would  bring  them  all  over  to  the  king’s  party.  This  being  accordingly 
promifed,  the  officer  fecretly  reprefented  to  his  men  the  imp'offibilty  of 
fupporting  themfelves,  magnifying  the  number  of  the  king’s  troops,  which 

s  Some  include  KHORASAN,  and  other  parts  of  independent  tartary,  in  the  autient  bactria, 
but  it  probably  included  the  province  of  astrabad. 

he 
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he  pretended  were  marching  upon  their  rear,  as  well  as  front.  The  two 
armies  being  come  to  an  engagement  a  few  days  journey  to  the  eaflward 
of  ASTRABAD;  at  the  firft  onfet  the  rebels  killed  50  men  of  the  king's 
troops,  and  made  the  whole  body  give  way :  this  advantage  however  was 
not  followed,  the  rebels  being  moftly  infantry:  the  khajar  officer  above 
mentioned,  and  his  company,  turning  the  muffiels  of  their  mufquets  down, 
now  rode  over  to  the  king’s  troops :  this  gave  fuch  a  fliock  to  the  kha- 
JARS,  not  knowing  whom  to  truft,  that  they  gave  way  in  their  turn : - 
the  TURKOMANS,  who  hitherto  were  only  fpedlators,  and  perhaps  never 
intended  to  a6t,  except  to  plunder  the  camp  of  the  vanquiffied,  left  the 
the  field.  The  purfuit  and  daughter  of-  the  rebels  enfued,  and  many  of 
them  fell.  Mahommed  hassan  beg,  with  about  one  hundred  kha-  - 
JARS  only,  and  almofh  every  Turkoman,  got  fafe  into  the  deferts, 
where  poverty,  and  want  of  water,  fecured  them  from  a  purfuit;  but  made 
their  condition  amongft  thofe  barbarians  hardly  to  be  preferred  to  death. . 
Befides  thefe,  about  one  hundred  fled  to  shiras,  to  join  the  rebels  there, 
and  near  the  fame  number  went  to  babylon;  but  the  bash  a  of  that 
place  put  collars  of  wood  about  their  necks,  and  fent  them  to  nadir’s 
camp  mounted  on  affes.  The  king  thanked  the  basha  ;  but  deflred  their. 
'  arms  and  horfes  might  alfo  be  reflrored.  ‘ 

I 

Nadir’s  forces  marched  immediately  to  astrabad,  where  they 
brought  the  news  of  their  own  vi(ftory,  and  fecuring  both  the  gates  of  the 
city,  hemmed  in  feveral  of  the  principal  perfons  concerned  in  the  rebellion, 
amongfl  whom  was  the  governor  baba  sadoc.  The  great  humanity  and 
regard  which  I  experienced  from  this  man,  gave  me  the  greater  fenfibility 
of  his  misfortune,  when  I  heard  that  his  eyes  were  cut  out ;  and  after  fome 
days  of  pain,  he  was  beheaded,  and  quartered,  and  the  parts  of  his  body 
txpofed  in  different  places  in  the  city,. 
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CHAP.  XLV. 

^he  manner  of  executing  malefaSiors  in  Persia.  T^he  charaBer  and  72um^ 
her  of  the  tur^umans.  The  author  follicits  a  reprieve  for  hahdgee 
MYRZA  MAHOMMED.  He  is  offered  payment  of  his  lofs  in  women  faves, 
Superfitious  apprehenfions  of  the  Persians. 

ON  the  1 8th  of  May  I  received,  infingle  pieces  and  cuts  of  cloth,  to 
the  amount  of  1600  crowns,  which  the  general  had  ordered  to  be 
delivered.  There  Was  a  much  greater  value  in  cloth  found  in  the  city, 
but  the  general  thought  proper  to  convert  it  to  his  own  ufe  3  which,  the 
better  to  conceal,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  encreafe  his  emoluments,  he  de- 
fired  50  gaze  more,  which  I  delivered. 

In  the  evening  eight  turkuman  tartars  were  taken  in  the  road 
near  the  city,  and  brought  prifoners  j  upon  which  the  general  expreffed 
great  fatisfadtion,  obferving  that  there  was  yet  many  niches  in  his  pyramid 
unfilled;  one  of  the  two  pyramids  being  called  his,  the  other  was  in  the 
name  of  mahommed  hussein  khan.  The  condemnation  of  a  malefac¬ 
tor  in  PERSIA  is  conducted  with  very  little  ceremony,  nor  is  the  execution 

attended 
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attended  with  any  pomp.  He  is  ufually  carried  to  a  field,  or  open  place 
near  the  refidence  of  the  military  judge  ;  and  the  executianer  caufing  him 
to  kneel,  the  delinquent  pronounces  his  creed.:  “There  is  but  one  god, 
“  MAHOMMED  is  his  prophet,  and  ali  is  his  friend,”  and  then  his  head 
is  taken  oft  with  the  motion  of  a  fabre  in  a  thrufiing  cut,  which  in  draw¬ 
ing  back  compleats  the  operation. 

I  now  went  to  vifit  my  good  friend  naseer  aga,  who  had  received 
a  donative  of  honour  from  the  king,  for  the  fervice  he  had  done  in  the 
rebellion.  This  old  man  exprefied  a  high  fatisfadion  in  feeing  me  again, 
after  the  great  dangers  we  had  bodi  been  in  :  he  complained  heavily  of 
the  lofies  he  had  fuftained,  which,  though  true  in  part,  I  confidered  as  po¬ 
litical,  in  regard  to  the  refentment  he  had  brought  on  himfelf,  for  his  af- 
fiduity  in  the  king’s  fervice.  He  declined  talking  of  the  rebellion,  faying 
in  general  term«,  “  God  would  not  permit  that  the  rebels  fhould  fucceed 
“  againft  the  king.” 

I  • 

'  The  19th,  I  went  to  mahommed  hussein  khan,  who  gave  me  frefii 
aflurances  of  difpatch ;  and  that  a  confiderable  payment  fhould  be  made 
in  a  day  or  two.  Whilft  I  was  there,  one  of  the  Turkoman  chiefs, 
fuppofed  to  be  in  friendfhip  with  the  king,  came  to  pay  homage  to  the 
KHAN,  and- mentioning  feveral  circumftances  in  relation  to  his  country¬ 
men,  obferved  that  they  were  retired  towards  balkhan  :  upon  which  the 
KHAN,  in  an  imperious  and  contemptuous  fiile,  delivered  himfelf  in  thefe 
terms :  “  I  will  burn  and  deftroy  all  the  corn  you  have  on  the  frontiers 
“  of  PERSIA,  and  try  if  you  will  give  me  battle.  I  know’'  that  you  are  all 
“  liars  and  villains,  but  a  remove  from  beafts  :  honour  and  religion  you 
“  have  none.  Your  cloathing  is  filthy,  and  full  of  vermin;  fhake  your 
“  caps,  and  they  even  cover  the  ground  :  your  very  eye-brows  are  not 
“  free.  You  have  no  better  food  than  mare’s  milk ;  but  if  you  have  grafs 
“  to  cut  into  it,  you  devour  it  greedily.  As  to  your  wealth,  if  a  man  has 
“  tv/o  camels,  and  as  many  horfes,  he  thinks  himfelf  immenfely  rich.” 
The  turkuman  heard  him  without  the  leafi;  emotion,  and  indeed  what 
the  KHAN  had  faid  was  in  great  meafure  true;  except  that  the  ‘  profefs 
the  MAHOMMEDAN  religion,  and  that  they  eat  mutton  and  horfe-fiefh,  as 

well 
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well  grafs  and  mare’s  milk.  They  have  only  a  fmall  tracft  of  arable  land  near 
ASTRABAD,  which  they  cannot  enjoy  without  the  friendfhip  of  the  Per¬ 
sians;  but  the  laft  are  generally  the  mod:  afraid.  They  reckon  2  500  families’^ 
of  the  TURKUMANs  on  the  eaft  coaft  of  the  Caspian,  near  this  fron¬ 
tier  :  in  each  family  are  about  feven  perfons,  of  which  two  are  fuppofed 
to  be  fighting  men.  Towards  khieva  they  are  more  numerous :  in  thofe 
places  where  the  country  will  admit  of  their  being  purfued,  they  are  kept 
in  awe. 

Naseer  aga  now  informed  me  by  letter,  of  the  arrival  of  captain 
wooDRooFE  in  ASTRABAD-road,  and  as  the  Turkomans  and  ogurt- 
joYS  were  in  arms  again  ft  the  Persians,  and  poffefled  of  a  large  number 
of  boats,  he  thought  it  unfafe  for  our  fhip  to  lay  in  the  road.  I  anfwered 
his  letter,  and  thanked  him  for  his  advice;  telling  him,  .we  did  not  fear 
thofe  barbarians ;  and  though  they  fhould  come  in  number  like  a  fwarm 
of  bees,  if  it  plea.fed  god,  they  would  meet  their  deftrudion  from  our 
great  guns.  This  was  proper  language  to  talk  where  the  Turkomans 
had  their  fpies  ;  and  was  it  not  for  the  terror  of  our  four  4  three-  pounders, 
the  fum  of  money,  which  I  was  preparing  to  fend  on  board,  might  have 
induced  them  to  attack  our  fhip  at  anchor.  We  had  fired  upon  their 
boats  on  feveral  occafions, '  to  intimidate  them  ;  for  as  fome  of  thefe  boats 
had  twelve  or  fifteen  hands  all  armed,  we  fhould  have  found  it  difficult  to 
defend  the  fliip :  however  we  had  provided  clofe  quarters  and  powder-chefls, 
fo  that  they  could  not  have  taken  us  without  an  encounter,  to  which  they 
were  entire  flrangers. 

The  2ifi:,  Hahdgee  myrza  mahommed  delivered  the  greatefl  part 
cf  my  baggage,  of  which  he  had  been  fo  extremely  careful  as  to  conceal 
it  in  a  well,  fo  that  it  received  fome  damage :  he  alfo  paid  fuch  part  of  the 
fmall  fum  he  owed  me,  as  he  faid  was  in  his  power.  Nothing  was  more 
evident  than  the  game  he  intended  to  play  :  if  the  rebellion  had  fucceeded, 
he  would  have  robbed  me  of  my  baggage,  and  other  things,  to  the  value 
of  near  a  thoufand  crowns :  but  he  was  now  reduced  to  his  laft  flake, 
^nd  depended  on  the  clemency  of  the -two  khans  for  his  life,  and  I  re- 
iblved  to  try  my  interefi;  in  his  favour.  In  the  morning  I  went  to  them 

when 
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when  they  were-  both  together,  having  juft  condemned,  and  ordered  to 
execution,  twenty- one  perfons  belonging  to  koordiemalla,  I  acquaint¬ 
ed  tliem  that  the  hahdgee  had  delivered  my  baggage,  and  I  hoped 
would  receive  the  king’s  mercy.  Mahommed  hussein  khan  laid  to  me, 
“  Have  you  a  delire  that  he  Ihould  befaved  ?”  I  anfwered  in  the  affirma- 
tive,  ‘‘  and  that  I  ftiould'  look  on  his  mercy  to  the  hahdgee  as  a  particular 
“  mark  of  his  favour  done  to  me  j”  to  which  he  replied:  “For  your 
“  fake  then  he  lhall  be  faved.  His  majefty  has  fhewn  you  great  honour, 
“  it  is  my  bulinefs  to  do  the  fame,”  with  many  hyperbolical  profellions 
of  regard.  I  returned  him  my  thanks,  with  alfurance  of  the  high  fenfe  I 
had  of  his  favour  and  protection.  The  hahdgee  being  then  fent  for, 
the  KHAN,  pointing  to  me,  faid,  “  for  his  fake  I  pardon  youj”  and 
immediately  his  collar  and  log  were  cut  off ;  for  the  nails  were  driven  lb 
hard  that  the  parts  could  not  be  otherwife  feparated.  The  hahdgee, 
from  his  knowledge  of  agriculture,  and  great  experience  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  diftriCt,  was  a  very  ufeful  man,  efpecially  as  the  province  was 
now  almoft  unpeopled:  and  it  is  highly  probable  the  khan  was  glad  for  this 
reafon  to  fave  him. 

I  then  acquainted  the  kh  an  of  the  fears  which  n  aseer  aga  had  expref- 
fed  in  his  letter  concerning  the  ogurtjoy  and  Turkoman  pirates,  and  of 
the  anfwer  I  had  made  :  he  approved  of  it,  and  defired  me  to  conlider  his 
houfe  as  my  own,  and  the  general  and  himfelf  as  brothers.  I  took  my 
leave,  and  he  immediately  fent  me  eight  live  llieep,  and  four  lambs,  as 
provifion  for  my  family. 

The  HAHDGEE-  foon  came  to  vilit  me,  and  after  making  his  compli¬ 
ments,  before  he  could  feel  himfelf  clear  of , his  ftiackles,  began  to  talk 
rebellioufly  in  this  manner  :  “  They  have  now  given  me  my  life,  what 
“  muft  I  do  with  it  ?  They  have  taken  away  the  greateft  part  of  my 
“  eftate,  my  fons  are  run  from  me  for  fear,  and  I  am  left  deftitute.  Shall 
“  I  fly  into  GHiLAN  ?  what  fhall  I  do  ?”  As  I  had  no  inclination  for  his 
further  acquaintance,  I  did  not  enter  into  the  nature  of  his  circumftances,  of 
which  he  was  himfelf  the  beft  judge. 


VoL.  I. 
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The  .2  2d,  Two  couriers  arrived  from  the  camp,  with  orders  to  the 
king’s  generals  ihere,  and  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  ^prepare  for  bai.k- 
HAN.’:  this 'expedition  was  generally 'thought  impradlicable  ;  feveral  armies 
in  paft  ages  -having  periilied  in  thofe  deferts  for  want  of  water,  and  the 
PERSIANS  fay,  that  only  tamer  lane,  the  great  conqueror  of  the  eaft, 
•ever  paffed  it  fuccefefully. 

"The  23d,  I  received  3000  crowns,  having  already  recovered  about  the 
fame  fum  in  cloth  and  baggage.  In  a  vifit  I  made  eehbud  khan,  he 
demanded,  for  the  fecond  time,  if  I  would  take  part  of  my  payment  in  the 
women  who  were  to  be  fold  as  flaves.  I  imagined  when  -he  made  this 
;propofal  before,  that  he  jelled,  nor  could  I  ever  underfland  how  their  re¬ 
ligion  would  admit  of -their  women  being  fold  to  chriftians ;  but ‘the  dif- 
tradlion  of  the  times  feemed  to  have  deftroyed  all  diftin6tions  :  I  excufed 
tnyfelf,  by  faying  the  only  merchandize  I  fought  was  raw  lilk.  Being  in¬ 
formed  that  my  age  was  32,  he  exprelTed  great  aflonifliment  at  my  hoary 
locks,  till  I  informed  him  it  was  a  wig,  which  he  took  for  my  own  hair. 

The  24th,  The  city  was  alarmed,  with  news  of  the  return  of  the  tur- 
KUMANS,  who  had  carried  off  a  great  quantity  of  corn  j  upon  which  a 
difpolition  was  made  for  cutting  off  their  retreat.  Mahommed  hussein 
KHAN  and  the  general  differed  extremely  in  their  tempers  and  difpolitions ; 
the  former  was  the  moft  cruel,  as  well  as  avaricious.  There  were  yet 
two  hundred  perfons  in  prifon,  of  whom  many  were  not  guilty  :  the  ge¬ 
neral  bluntly  told  the  khan,  “  the  shah  has  given  you  the  power,  ufe  it, 
“  as  you  pleafe  ;  but  I  will  not  be  concerned  in  faving  the  guilty,  nor  in 
“  condemning  the  innocent.”  A  colonel  in  the  army,  who  had  been  in 
favour  with  the  shah,  and  now  was  unjuftly  imprifoned  by  the  khan, 
found  means  to  acquaint  the  shah  with  thefe  illegal  proceedings j  the 
■KHAN,  having  difeovered  this  correfpondency,  raved  like  a  madman  :  at 
might  200  men  were  fent  to  cut  down  the  turkutvIANS  corn,  and  to 
burn  what  they  could  not  bring  away. 


CHAP 


CHAP.  XLVI, 

John  elton  ordered  upon  an  expedition  againfi  the  turkumans  who  in-> 
‘vade  PERSIA.  Perjidy  and  venality  of  the  Persians. 

The  26th  of  May,  1744.  appeared  a  ftrange  phasnomenon,  as  the 
PERSIANS  idly  imagined.  A  fmoke  arofe  from  the  top  of  a  lofty 
tree,  no  fire,  nor  any  other  objedl  having  been  vifibly  conveyed  there. 
The  mofi:  fuperftitious  intimated,  that  the  shah  was  certainly  dead  j  the 
tree  being  an  image  of  his  greatnefs,  and  the  fmoak  of  his  breath,  which 
v/as  now  departing  from  him.  This  alarm,  however  ridiculous,  was  dan¬ 
gerous  with  regard  to  my  fafety,  well  as  the  recovery  I  folicited  ^  but  it 
did  not  lafl  long,  for  one  who  had  the  happinefs  to  enjoy  more  com¬ 
mon  fenfe  than  the  generality,  difcovered  that  it  was  an  old  bird’s  nefi:, 
which  having  been  much  moiftened  with  rain,  the  fun  drew  an  exhala¬ 
tion  from  it.  News  was  now  brought,  that  the  shah  had  ordered  Mr. 
ELTON  to  take  charge  of  all  the  fhips  which  were,  to  go  with  provifions 
to  balkhan,  confefiing  that  his  own  people  had  no  knowledge  of  fea- 
affairs,  and  declaring  in  flattering  terms,  that  he  knew  gemal  beg  “ferv- 


*  The  name  now  given  to  Mr,  el  ton. 
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ed  him  out  of  love  and  regard,  and  not  out  of  fear  or  avarice.  The  shah 
however  difcovering  there  was  danger  of  lofing  his  forces  in  this  expedi¬ 
tion,  fent  EMIR  KHAN  Oil  an  embady  to  the  Turkomans,  to  invite 
them  to  a  fubmiffion.  One  of  the  Turkoman  chiefs  at  the  fame  time 
wrote  to  the  shah,  reprefenting  the  impoffibility  of  his  building  a  fort  at 
balkhan,  unlefs  he  meant  to  deftroy  all  the  forces  he  fent  there,  or  all 
the  TURKOMANS,  intimating  their  determined  refolution  not  to  fubmit. 

The  number  of  men  who  had  been  cut  off,  having  made  women  very 
cheap,  and  the  didradlion  of  the  times,  as  I  have  obferved,  preventing  the 
didindtion  of  Christian  and  mahommedan,  I  could  not  reftrain  my  Ar¬ 
menian  fervants :  in  pad  times  fuch  commerce  in  Persia  would  have  been 
attended  with  fatal  confequences.  A  woman  of  no  mean  quality  and  beauty 
came  to  my  houfe,  imploring  protedlion  ;  I  knew  not  by  what  authority  I 
could  make  my  houfe  an  afylum,  otherwife  than  to  permjt  her  to  remain; 
with  me,  if  die  was  not  required  to  -be  delivered  up;  befides  as  things 
were  circumdanced,  I  could  not  engage  to  guard  her  honour  from  any  one, 
except  my  felf ;  however,  I  gave  a  dridl  charge  concerning  her,  that  no  . 
law  of  hofpitality  might  be  violated,  though  the  lady  diould  be  indifferent 
upon  this  article. 

Continual  demands  being  made  on  me  for  prefents  of  the  fragments  of 
cloth  which  had  been  delivered  to  me,  I  found  no  other  expedient  to  pre- 
ferve  them,  than  to  pack  them  up,  and  fend  them  on  board  captain 
woodroofe’s  (hip.  The'  28th,  the  two  khans  were  in  great  debate, 
in  confequence  of  which  fifteen  mullahs  were  fet  at  liberty,  and  the 
wives  and  concubines  of  the  khajars,  who  had  neither  youth  nor 
beauty  to  induce  thefe  chiefs  to  keep  them  for  themfelves,  were  fent  into 
khorasan.  The  29th,  the  foragers  came  galloping  into  the  city,  with 
notice  that  the  Turkomans  had  defeated  an  advanced  guard  of  150 
men,  and  were  marching  towards  the  city.  The  general  behbud  khan, 
with  equal  giddinefs  and  intrepidity,  mounted  his  horfe,  and  rode  out  of 
the  city,  as  if  he  meant  to  repulfe  them  with  his  own  hands;  his  foldiers 
followed  in  a  confufed  and  precipitate  manner  :  and  now  I  learnt  that 
their  force,  which  they  had  reprefented  as  3000,  by  the  detachments  they 
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had  made,  was  reduced  to  800  fighting  men:  the  enemy  foon  retired, , 
and  the  general  and  his  troops  returned.  The  next  day  both  the  khans,- 
with  all  their  forces,  went  to  the  banks  of  the  korgan,  two  leagues- 
north-eafi;  of  the  city,  where  they  had  a  parley  with  the  turkumans,  . 
intending  to  prevent  any  further  hoflilities,  till  they  Ihould  know  the  ilTue- 
of  the  embafiTy, 

The  impatience  which  I  exprefibd  for  the  recovery  of  the  money  I  was  ■ 
entitled  to,  produced’ a  difcovery  that  mahommed  hussein  khan  had - 
flattered  the  general  into  a  confent  of  appropriating  the  further  fums  which 
had  been  colledled  to  the  ufe  of  the  shah’s  general  at  harar-jerib  :  • 
indeed  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  greatly  exceeded  all  the  pofllble  codec- - 
tions  which  could  be  made.  The  3d  of  June  I  found  my  health  began' 
to  decline  for  want  of  exercife.  My  fituation  was  very  difagreeable,  for 
it  was  dangerous  to  go  abroad  even  in  the  city,  except  when  I  vifited  the 
khans:  I  complained  to  naseer  aga  of  the^ trifling  payments  which- 
had  been  hitherto  made  me ;  obferving  that  the  khans  had  indeed  aflured  ‘ 
me  I  Ihould  be  paid  loon  :  Sir,  faid  he,  I  will  tell  you  a  fl:ory  ;  “A  cer- 
‘‘  tain  man  demanded  of  his  debtor  the  fum  due  to  him  j  the  debtor  affur- 
“  ed  him,  that  the  next  day  the  money  fhould  be  paid.  On  the  morrow 
“  the  man  returned  5  but,  to  his  great  furprize, ,  was  informed  that  the  ‘ 
“  debtor  was  gone  abroad  j  however  he  went  after  him,  and  finding  him 
‘‘‘feated  in  a  crofs-way,  began  to  expofliilate,  and  remind  him  of  Ins  pro- 
“  mife.  The  d^tor  then  fpoke  in  thefe  terms :  Sir,  it  is  my  full  inten-  - 
“  tion  to  pay  you  j  and  I  am  feated  here  for  th-at  very'purpofe  :  ‘for  a  large  ' 
“  flock  of  flieep  will  pafs  by  here  to-day  j  fome  of  their  wool  will  cer-  - 
“  tainly  remain  on  thefe  buflies,  I  will  pick  it  up,  ^and  carry  it  home  to 
“  my  wife,  who  will  drefsand  prepare  it;  when  that  is  done,  I  will  make 
/  ‘‘  it  into  carpets,  and  as  foon  as  I  can  fell  them,  I  will  difchage  my  debt.”  ' 
I* was  extremely  pleafed  with  the  old  man’s  humour;  but  this  flory  was  - 
too  eafy  to  underftand,  to  afford  me  any  other  fatisfaction.  I  had  already  / 
made  confiderable  prefents,  and  purpofed  to  make  more  as  foon  as  I  ap-/ 
prehended  they  could  produce  any  efledt  ;  but  as  yet  it  appeared  to  be  in  ' 
vain. 


X 
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Mahommed  HUSSEIN  KHAN  was  bufy  in  the  moft  iniquitous  proceed- 
^ceedings,  endeavouring  to  fuborn  falfe  witnefles  to  condemn  the  colonel, 
who,  in  confequence  of  the  letter  he  had  written  to  the  shah,  was  now 
.going  to  the  camp.  Two  of  the  elders  of  koordiemalla,  whofe  lives 
mahommed  HUSSEIN  KHAN  had  faved  for  the  prefents  they  had  made 
him,  were  now  prevailed  on  to  offer  their  evidence  to  the  general  againfl  the 
colonel  3  and  that  their  teftimony  might  be  heard  favourably,  they  brought 
him  prefents.  The  general  ordered  their  gifts  to  be  received  j  but  faid  to 
them,  “  You  are  villains,  and  enemies  to  the  shah,  againft  whom,  I  know, 
you  have  appeared  in  arms,  although  you  have  been  acquitted  3  how 
“  many  murders  have  you  been  the  immediate  occafion'of  ?”  They  plead- 
.ed  their  innocence  3  but  confeffed  that  nine  of  their  people  fell  in  the 
held  of  battle,  and  twenty- one  had  been  executed.  Their  evidence  being 
.rejected,  they  were  diimiffed. 


CHAP.  XL  VII. 

Moral  reJle5iio72s.  Tlhe  author  refufes  to  comply  with  the  demands  of  ma¬ 
hommed  HUSSEIN  KHAN.  He  accompanies  a  caravan  with  money.  T"rea~  . 
chery  of  the  rebels.  Nature  of  the  Persian  ink,  paper,  and feals. 

r-j~^HUS  were  thefe  infatuated  people  feeking  to  deftroy  each  other : 

a  thofe  bad  principles  which  conftituted  them  the  inftruments  of 
tyranny,  preffed  them  under  the  weight  of  their  own  iniquities.  The  hif- 
tory  of  the  world  will  hardly  furnifh  an  inftance  of  a  nation  plunged  into 
fuch  miferies  as  thefe,  'till  their  crimes  had  ripened  them  for  vengeance. 
Persia,  once  the  miftrefs  of  the  eaftern  world,  the  center  of  oriental 
learning,  arts,  and  politenefs,  the  feat  of  many  heroes  and  kings  recorded 
in  the  moft  antient  and  facred  ftory  3  and  but  as  yefterday  confirmed  in 
her  conqueft,  and  antient  boundaries,  and  enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  In¬ 
dia,  how  low  is  fhe  now  fallen  !  into  what  diftrefs  is  ftie  not  involved !  But 
providence  feems  ftill  to  preferve  the  moLwrchy,  as  if  it  were  yet  deftined 
for  fome  great  end. 
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Perjury  againft  the  life  of  an  innocent  perfon,  fcems  to  be  one  of  the 
greatell  impieties ;  for  befide  the  crime  of  murder,  under  the  fandion  of 
law  ^-it  wounds  all  law,  human  and  divine,  and  roots'  up  the  foundation  of 
focietv  ;  but,  alas!  crimes  of  this  deep  dye  are  not  unfrequent  in  countries, 
where  government  is  fupported  on  a  very  different  plan  j  where  reafon  is 
improved;  where  learning  flourifhes ;  where  the^purefl:  religion  is  profef- 
fed  ;  and  yet  where  the  laws  are  not  fufiicient  to  reflrain ;  fo'that  exampl  es* 
only  of  moral  and  religious  life  can  check  the  growth  of  immorality. 

The  4th  of  June  I  waited  on  the  , general,  and  reprefented  to  him  the 
great  inconveniency  I  fuffered,  by  being  delayed  conp-ary  to  the  king’s  ' 
intentions,  as  was  plainly  expreffed  in  his  decree,  to  which  I  referred  him. 
He  then  told  me  in  very  fanguine  terms,  “  I  have  orders  to  leave  this 
“  place,  and  march  to  attok  ;  but  1  will  not  go  till  you  are  paid,  though 
“  I  fell  my  horfes,  and  mules,  or  borrow  money  of  my  foldiers.  I  have 
“  lent  30,000  crowns  to  mahommed  hussein  khan,  and  he  mufl;  engage 
“  his  credit  alfo  to  fee  you  paid.”  The  next  day  I  went  to  mahommed 
HUSSEIN  KHAN,  to  importune  him  for  my  money,  and  found  him  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the -general ;  the  latter  entreated  me  to  give  a  receipt  for  it,  and  in 
return  mahommed  hussein  khan  defired  me  to  take  his  obligation,  pay¬ 
able  in  twelve  or  fifteen  days ;  fwearing  by  the  king’s  head  %  that  he  would 
not  fail  me  ;  alledging  that  the  money  which  fhould  have  been  paid  to  me, 
was  appropriated  to  the  king’s  fervice,  and  therefore  I  mufl  be  obliged  to 
wait  fome  days  longer.  “  I  cannot  go  from  hence,”  faid  the  general, 

‘‘  without  the  receipt,  the  king  will  demand  it  of  me,  and  if  you  will  not 
“  giveit,  I  will  kill  men  till  I  get  the  money.”  I  anfwered,  I  hope  no  man 
will  die  on  my  account ;  but  as  I  prefume.  Sir,  that  you  know  what 
“  belongs  to  your  duty,  give  me  leave  to  underfland  mine  alfo.  I  cannot 
“  anfwer  to  my  own  corfcience,  nor  to  the  merchants  my  principals,  to 
‘‘  give  a  receipt  for  the  money  in  queflion,  in  exchange  for  any  obliga- 
‘‘  tion  whatfoevcT.^’  So  we  parted  abruptly. 


In  the  afternoon  naseer  aga  made  me  a  vifit,  and  urged  me  in  the 
warmefl  terms  to  aGcepr  of  mahommed  hussein  khan’s  obligation; 


*  This  is  rhtvrnoil 'tocred  of  oaths  among  the  Persians. 
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that  it  was  Impoffible  the  khan  fliould  mean  any  thing  but  to  pay  me  ; 
and  moreover  that  I  was  in  his  power  to  do  with  me  as  he  pleased; 
to  which  I  replied  :  “  I  know  that  all  things  are  in  the  power  of  god. 
“As  to  the  reft,  men  who  profefs  trade,  muft  proceed  according  to  the 
“  rules  of  trade  :  it  is  not  regular  to  give  the  receipt  you  delire ;  the 
“  KHAN  may  be  aflured  that  I  have  a  due  refpedt  for  him,  as  I  have  for 
“  you  alfo ;  but  if  he  was  my  own  father  I  w^ould  acft  in  the  fame  man- 
“  ner,  and  if  you,  who  are  his  meflenger,  were  an  angel  from  heaven, 
“  how  Ihould  I  be  perfuaded  that  what  is  evidently  wrong,  is  right  ? 
The  old  man,  who  I  believe  thought  I  was  in  the  right,  looked  ftedfaftly 
at  me,  and  was  filent.  My  interpreter  was  of  opinion,  that  I  did  ill  to 
refufe,  and  urged  that  I  might  obtain  the  recovery  the  fooner,  otherwife 
the  KHAN,  induced  by  refentment,  would  probably  delay  payment  the 
longer  j  but  I  had  no  dependence  on  the  honour  of  any  of  them  ;  and  in¬ 
deed  what  confidence  can  we  have  in  men,  whom  the  thought  of  damna¬ 
tion  cannot  intimidate,  and  who  are  every  day  perpetrating  the  moft  fla¬ 
gitious  wickednefs  ? 

On  the  6th,  eight  men  were  executed,  and  fome  elders  of  the  town, 
-upon  their  refufal  to  pay  10,000  crowns  which  were  levied  on  them, 
were  imprifoned  :  at  the  fame  time  8,000  crowns  were  demanded  of  the 
adjacent  villagers.  This  being  an  unlucky  day,  the  general  did  not  depart, 
as  he  intended.  On  the  next,  the  khans  finding  they  could  make  no 
impreffion  on  me,  feemed  to  be  reconciled  to  my  refufal  of  giving  my 
receipt  in  exchange  for  an  obligation.  I  ever  found  it  the  beft  way  in  Per¬ 
sia,  as  it  generally  is  in  moft  other  countries,  to  oppofe  with  decency  and 
jefolution  meafures  which  have  nothing  to  fupport  them  but  military  law. 

On  the  loth,  I  was  vifited  by  aperfon  defcended  from  one  of  the  Per¬ 
sian  prophets,  whofe  father  had  been  much  honoured  by  the  shah,  and 
permitted  to  fit  in  his  prefence.  Fie  had  alfo  enjoyed  a  confiderable  eftate, 
which  the  fon  now  inherited ;  but  he  declared,  that  it  gave  him  fo  great 
trouble,,  and  fo  little  profit,  that  he  had  petitioned  the  shah  to  take  it 
from  him.  In  the  evening  I  vifited  mahommed  hussein  khan,  to  ac¬ 
quaint  him,  that  I  intended  to  go  to  kourdiemalla,  and  convoy  the 

money 
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money  which  I  had  received,  on  board  captain  woodroofe,  in  order  to 
fend  it  to  ghilan  for  the  purchafe  of  raw  filk ;  but  for  this  purpofe  he 
muft  give  me  a  company  of  at  left  twenty  foldiers ;  to  which  he  confent- 
ed,  and  at  the  fame  time,  v/ithout  any  referve,  fpoke  to  this  effed: :  The 
“  SHAH  is  at  TAvRis,  from  whence  he  has  fent  me  orders  to  fupply  him 
“  with  3000  head  of  cattle,  to  pay  you  30,000  crowns,  and  alfo  50,000 
crowns  to  his  general  at  hazar-jerib  5  to  whom  I  am  alfo  to  fend 
“200  horfes ;  all  which,  except  the  payment  of  your  money,  are  things 
IMPOSSIBLE,  I  am  alfo  ordered  to  kill  all  the  perfons  concerned  in 
the  rebellion;  if  I  do  that,  I  muft  kill  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  pro- 
vince  ;  for  even  the  men  whom  I  have  made  foldiers,  and  trufted  as  an 
‘‘  advanced  guard  againft  the  turkumans,  have  had  their  ftiare  in  it.” 
He  then  afked  my  interpreter  if  he  could  read  and  write  persic,  and  be¬ 
ing  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  he  faid,  “  then  ypu  undeiffiand  the  ex- 
‘‘ cellency  of  our  religion  beyond  your  own.”  The  interpreter  anfwered, 
that  he  had  yet  found  his  own  moft  conformable  to  truth,  as  it  appeared 
to  him. 

On  the  nth,  I  w^ent  to  kourdiemalla  under  a  guard  of  five  horfe 
and  ten  foot- foldiers,  taking  with  me  feven  bales  of  cloth,  and  nine  bags 
of  money,  with  other  things  to  the  value  of  1 1,000  crowns ;  obferving  the 
precaution,  not  to  let  any  body  know  at  what  hour  I  intended  to  go  out  of 
the  towT,  till  I  adlually  went.  I  know  not,  whether  it  was  by  accident, 
or  defign  ;  but  my  guard  difappeared,  and  left  us  in  a  thick  w’^ood,  three 
ENGLISH  miles  from  the  place  of  embarcation ;  however,  we  got  fafely 
on  board  with  the  money  after  a  day’s  journey,  extremely  fatigued  with 
exceffive  heat. 

The  BALKHAN  expedition,  for  which  captain  wt)ODROOFE  was  wait¬ 
ing,  being  yet  undetermined:  mahommed  hussein  khan  had  per¬ 
mitted  me  to  fend  the  lliip  to  ghilan,  on  condition  that  he  fhould  re¬ 
turn  immediately  to  ASTRABAD-bav.  Plaving  difpatched  woodroofe, 

I  went  on  ftiore  the  next  day,  but  could  not  hear  any  news  of  my  guard  ; 
I  therefore  returned  to  astrabad  with  my  own  fervants.  This  day 
MAHOMMED  HUSSEIN  KHAN  publiftied  ail  Order,  that  all  perfons  vffio 
VoL.  I.  R  r  had 
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had  fliops,  fhould  return  to  them,  and  follow  their  bufinefs ;  otherwife  he 
would  put  them  to  death,  and  fet  their  heads  in  his  pyramid. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  although  the  rebels  of  hazar-jerib  ^  had, 
after  their  fubmiflion,  treacheroully  killed  the  king’s  general,  and  about 
feventy  of  his  men  ;  yet  they  were  not  chaftifed  with  half  the  feverity  as 
the  inhabitants  of  astrabad^  which  I  imputed  to  the  little  mercy  of 
•MAHOMMED  HUSSEIN  KHAN.  He  now  dcfired,  that  I  would  fend  one 
of  my  people  to  be  always  prefent  to  .receive  money  as  it  came  in,  alledg¬ 
ing,  that  if  any  urgent  demand  was  made  on  him  from  other  quarters,  he 
muft  be  obliged  to  comply  with  it :  at  the  fame  time  he  reproached  his 
fon  the  governor,  that  neitlier  money  nor  provender  for  the  king’s  ufe  was 
brought  in  faft  enough. 

Captain  woodroofe,  who  awed  the  pirates  whilft  he  lay  in  astra- 
BAD  road,  no  fooner  left  it  on  the  13th,  but  feveral  armed  boats  of  the 
OGURTjoYs  went  on  ihore  at  kolebawd,  killed  feveral  men,  and  car¬ 
ried  off  their  women  and  horfes.  On  the  19th,  being  heartily  tired  of 
waiting,  I  went  to  the  khan,  to  inform  him  that  I  would  not  ftay  in  the 
city  above  fifteen  days  longer  j  in  which  time  if  he  did  not  pay  me  the 
money,  I  fiiould  be  obliged  to  make  further  applications  to  the  king.  He 
allured  me,  that  in  lefs  than  ten  days  it  Ihould  be  ready  :  adding,  that 
EMIR  KHAN  was  returning  ftom  turkumania  with  fome  of  the  rebel- 
chiefs,  who  were  going  to  the  camp  to  make  their  fubmifiions  j  on  the 
affurance  that  the  king  would  do  them  no  harm,  and  that  all  was  going 
well. 

The  2 2d,  I  received  a  letter  from  ali  kouli  khan  %  the  king’s  ne¬ 
phew,  and  governor  of  mesched,  in  anfwer  to  one  I  wrote  to  him,  with 
regard  to  the  payment  for  the  piftols,  and  other  curiofities,  which  Mr.  el- 
ton  had  provided  for  him  by  exprefs  commillion.  But  without  any  fenfe 
of  HONOUR  or  GRATITUDE,  this  MIGHTY  PRINCE  obje(fted  to  the 
things  :  alledging,  that  they  were  too  good  for  him,  and  returned  them 
on  Mr.  elton’s  hands,  though  they  were  utterly  unvendable.  The  foot- 

*  A  diflrid  in  the  neighbouring  mountains.  «  The  fame  who  was  afterwards  king. 
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courier,  whom  I  fent  to  mesched,  poor  and  defpicable  as  he  was,  did 
not  efcape  without  being  robbed.  This  letter  gave  me  an  occafion  of 
obferving  the  nature  of  their  writing  and  paper. 

The  PERSIANS  make  their  paper  of  cotton  and  filk-rags,  and  after  it 
is  manufadlured  they  fet  a  glofs  upon  it  with  a  fmooth  fione  or  fhell ;  it 
is  therefore  foft  and  fmooth,  and  as  it  is  very  liable  to  be  torn  or  broken, 
they  always  roll  it  up.  Their  letters  of  correfpondence  are  wrote  on  fmall 
flips  of  paper,  generally  in  few  words,  and  with  great  exa£tnefs ;  no  in¬ 
terlineations  or  blots  being  ever  fuffered  to  appear  j  they  are  then  made  up 
in  a  roll,  about  flx  inches  long,,  and  a  bit  of  paper  is  faftened  round  it 
with  gum,  and  fealed  with  an  imprefllon  of  ink,  which  refembles  our 
printers  ink,  but  not  fo  thick.  It  is  compofed  of  a  mixture  of  galls,  burnt 
rice,  and  gums,  and  anfwers  the  double  purpofe  of  ink  and  wax ;  as  it 
ferves  not  only  for  writing,  but  for  fubfcribing  with  their  feal ;  indeed 
many  of  the  Persians  in  high  offices  could  not  write.  Their  charadiers  are 
rather  drawn  than  written :  they  ufe  pens  made  of  reeds  brought  from  the 
fouthern  parts  of  Persia.  In  their  rings  they  wear  agats,  which  general¬ 
ly  ferve  for  a  feal,  on  which  is  frequently  engraved  their  name,  and  fome 
verfe  from  the  khoran. 
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TERsiAN  pride  with  regard  to  rank.  News  concerning  the  English  fleet. 
The  author  leaves  astrabad,  and  is  in  danger  from  the  ogurtjoy- 
pirates.  Is/lv. embarks  at  meschedezar.  Manner  of 
fufjerals.  TJoe  inelancholy  circumflances  of  the  Europeans  in  ghilan. 
Intrigues  of  Russian  conful. 

The  23d,  SARU  khan,  a  general  and  relation  of  the  king,  arrived 
in  ASTRABAD  with  a  body  of  forces  intended  for  balkhan;  I 
went  to  pay  my  compliments  to  him  in  the  palace  where  he  had  taken  up 
his  quarters :  my  vifit  was  very  fhort,  for  I  obferved  that  he  had  neither’ 
fenfe  nor  breeding,  comparable  to  mahommed  hussein  khan,  who  was 
much  diflinguilhed  for  both. 
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The  next  day  in  a  vifit  I  made  this  khan,  his  fon  the  governor  arofe 
haftily  from  his  feat,  and  retired :  I  foon  underftood  from  my  interpreter, 
that  I  had  ignorantly  affronted  him,  by  going  higher  up  the  room  than 
he  was  feated,  though  I  was  on  the  oppofite  fide.  I  could  hardly  avoid 
laughing  at  fo  ridiculous  a  ceremony,  efpecially  as  I  was  his  guefl: ;  but 
whether  it  was  at  his  option,  his  father  being  prefent,  to  go  as  high  up  the 
room  as  he  pleafed,  it  feemed  as  little  confifhent  with  my  own  health  as 
common  regard  to  my  own  dignity,  to  fit  near  the  door.  The  Persians 
treat  their  fuperiors  in  rank  in  the  mofl  awful  manner,  hardly  having  any 
voice,  or  opinion,  or  thinking  themfelves  obliged  while  in  their  pre¬ 
fence,  to  adls  of  civility,  even  in  their  own  houfes.  This  is  one  fpeci- 
men  of  the  genuine  growth  of  arbitrary  power,  and  a  defpotic  in- 
vafion  of  the  common  sense,  as  well  as  the  common  liberty  of 
mankind,  to  which  the  more  a  foreigner  fubmits,  the  meaner  the  Per¬ 
sians  will  think  of  him. 


The  27th,  Mahommed  hussein  khan  gave  direftions*  for  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  one  hahdgee  mapiommed alfo  an  elder  of  koordie- 
malla,  and  ordered  his  body  to  be  thrown  into  the  river  korgan. 
This  being  a  perfon  of  diftindlion,  who  had  many  women  j  they  w^ent 
about  the  woods  near  the  river,  beating  their  breafts  in  dreadful  lamenta¬ 
tions,  curling  the  author  of  his  death,  and  calling  for  divine  vengeance 
on  the  head  of  mahommed  hussein  khan,  nor  did  they  fpare  naseer 

AG  A . 


This  day  captain  woodroofe  arrived  in  36  hours  from  langarood, 
though  he  had  been  ten  days  in  his  voyage  thither.  He  brought  us  news, 
that  the  English  fleet  in  the  mediterranean  had  obtained  a  com¬ 
plete  VICTORY  near  toulon  over  the  united  fquadrons  of  France  and 
SPAIN.  Alas!  I  mufl;  Itifle  the  expreflion  of  what  1  then  feltj  for  tso 
the  INDELIBLE  REPROACH  of  the  NAME  of  ENGLISH  CONDUCT  AND 
BRAVERY,  it  was  but  little  more  than  a  dream  ^  and  only  exhibited  a  fad 
inflance  of  a  very  capital  miftake  in  not  diflinguilhing  the  genius  and  tem- 
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per  of  men,  to  whom  a  command  is  given :  and  that  pride  and  malice 
may  exift  in  other  breads,  befides  thofe  of  Persians,  to'make  a  fport 
of  national  honour  and  juftice.  Nothing  created  more  amazement  abroad 
than  the  condud:  of  that  affair,  except  the  nature  of  the  puiiifliment  for ' 
the  offence. 

Though  the  intended  expedition  to  bal khan  remained  in  fufpence  ;< 
the  king  having  ordered  Mr.  el  ton  to  take  the  command  of  all  the  fliips  j 
he  was  obliged  to  come  to  meschedezar,  where  he  fell  dangeroufly  ill. 

I  was  very  much  out  of  order  myfelf  ^  but,  on  receipt  of  an  exprefs  from 
him,  intreating  me,  in  the  flrongeft  terms,  to  come  to  him  immediately, .  ^ 
I  refolved  to  wait  no  longer  in  astrabad. 

The  29th,  I  took  my  leave  of  the  governor  mahommed  zamon 
BEG,  who,  I  fuppofe,  was  wife  enough  to  forget  the  innocent  offence  I  had^ 
occafioned.  His  father,  mahommed  hussein  khan,  was  already  de¬ 
parted  for  mazanderan.  The  next  day  I  fet  out  from  astrabad,  ^ 
taking  with  me  above  5000  crowns  more  in  money,  and  left  mat- 
THEUSE,  my  old  Armenian  clerk,  and  two  fervants,  to  importune  for' 
the  remainder  due  on  the  shah’s  decree.  As  I  was  in  too  weak  a  date 
of  health  myfelf  to  attend  the  money,  and  the  country  being  now  more 
quiet,  I  fent  my  interpreter,  a  fervant,  and  five  foldiers  with  it,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  with  one  foldier  and  a  fervant.  In  the  evening  I  got  up  with  them^  , 
and  embarked  fafely  with  the  money.  July  the  id.  The  wind  being 
wedq'ly  we  were  detained  j  and  the  2d,  as  it  dill  continued  in  the  fame  ^ 
quarter,  we  kept  at  anchor.  Seven  of  the  ogurtjoy  pirate-boats  ap¬ 
peared  in  dght,  having  ten  or  twelve  hands  on  board  each  boat,  armed 
with  fpears,  fabres,  bows  and  arrows,  and  fome  fire-locks.  Our  force 
did  not  exceed  thirteen  men  j  however  ^e  were  well  prepared  with  arms 
and  ammunition,  and  put  ourfelves  in  the  bed  condition  we  could,  expell¬ 
ing  very  little  quarter  if  they  had  been  hardy  enough  to  board  us :  being 
in  the  difagreeable  circumdance  of  -having  no  wind,  we  were  obliged  to  - 
put  a  fpring  on  our  cable,  in  order  to  bring  our  guns  to  bear  on  them.  . 


On  the  3d,  the  boats  appeared  again,  bearing  down  upon  us  from  the 
cad  to  the  fouth-wed  point  of  the  harbour,  where  they  were  wont  to  land, 

and 
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and  pillage;  but  a  breeze  of  wind  happily  fpringing  up  we  weighed,  and 
-bore  down  upon  them  ;  they  then  made  all  tlie  efforts  they  could  with 
Jtheir  fails  and  oars  to  get  into  fhallow  water  out  of  our  reach;  but  we 
•  came  up  with  them  very  faft.  I  knew  they  v/ere  villains,  and  com¬ 
mon  enemies  to  mankind ;  but  the  remembrance  of  my  written  obligation 
in  RUSSIA,  not  to  interfere  in  any  thing  military,  and  a  tendernefs  of  fpil- 
ling  the  blood  of  men  untried  and  uncondemned,  reftrained  me  from  any 
thing  more  than  permitting  our  gunner  to  fend  two  fhots  after  them,  to 
increafe  their  terror  of  our  great  guns.  The  eagernefs  of  our  English 
feamen  would  hardly  fubmit  to  the  reftraint,  nor  did  we  ceafe  from  the 
purfuit  without  fome  expreffions  of  impatience  from  them,  which  would 
have  been  deemed  mutiny  in  a  king’s  fhip. 

On  .the  4th,  the  wind  was  at  weft,  with  light  breezes,  and  a  ftrong  cur¬ 
rent  fetting  in.  The  next  day  we  were  extremely  incommoded  by  the 
heat  of  the  fun  :  the '6th,  we  reached  farabad,  and  the  next  day  came 
to  anchor.  On  the  9th,  we  weighed  and  anchored  again  in  meschedezar 
road,  fainting  mahommed  khan  and  Mr.  elton,  with  three  guns : 
.and  the  khan,  from  a  battery  which  he  had  built,  returned  the  compli¬ 
ment  with  the  fame  number.  I  obferved  the  currents  on  this  coaft  fet  to 
the  eaftward.  On  the  loth  I  went  on  fliore,  and  had  the  mortification  to 
find  Mr.  elton  in  a  very  low  ftate  of  health. 

On  the  ijth,  Mr.  elton  came  on  board  with  thirty  poor  wretches, 
who  were  to  be  employed  in  ghilan  as  carpenters  in  the  king’s  new 
fhip-yard.  In  this  road  we  found  a  Persian  and  three  Russian  veffels ; 
a  corporal  came  from  on  board  one  of  the  latter,  and  complained  heavily 
-of  their  detention  for  the  uncertain  voyage  of  balkhan,  and  not  lefs  of 
their  ignorance  of  the  eaftern  coaft,  and  the  fickly  condition  of  their  crews; 
Mr.  elton  told  him  their  ftiips  would  probably  be  foon  relieved  one  vyay 
or  other,  and  that  he  would  ferve  them  in  any  thing  in  his  power. 

For  ten  days  we  were  mortified  with  contrary  winds :  in  the  inte¬ 
rim  one  of  the  PERSIAN  carpenters  expired;  his  friends  were  very  foli- 
jCitous  to  lay  his  face  towards  the  eaft,  which  were  now  leaving  in  our 

ftern, 


TO  LANGAROOD; 


Chap.  XL VIII. 


32r 


Hern,  the  wind  coming  fair  :  the  Persians  could  hardly  be  prevailed  on 
to  touch  the  dead  body,  it  being  deemed  a  pollution,  neither  would  they 
for  a  long  time  confent  he  fhould  be  thrown  over-board,  and  lead  of  all 
that  any  weight  fhould  be  fixed  to  his  body  to  fink  him  3  fo  that  he  float¬ 
ed  on  the  furface.  The  Persians  are  generally  interred  the  evening  of 
the  day  in  which  they  die,  and  wafhed  before  they  are  put  into  the  ground,- 
For  this  purpofe  there  are  refervoirs;  but  the  poorefl  fort  are  commonly 
carried  to  the  neared  pond.  Before  the  interment  the  bodies  are  ufually 
wound  up  in  a  cotton  cloth,  on  which  are  dampt  feveral  parts  of  the 
K  HORAN.  Some  of  the  relations  attend  the  funeral,  as  like  wife  the  mul- 
-LAH,  or  MULLAHS,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  deceafed,  finging  fome- 
part  of  the  khoran.. 


The  23d,  We  came  on  fhore  to  langarood,  where  I  found  that  the  ’ 
king  had  at  length  determined  to  fubmit  to  the  remondrances  of  his  cap¬ 
tains,  and  decline  the  expedition  to  bAlkhan;  ordering  the  provifions 
which  he  had  amaffed  for  that  purpofe  to  be  fent  to  derbend.  The 
channel  v^hich  runs  6  English  miles  from  the  fea  to  langarood,  is 
bordered  with  reeds  and  marfhy  lands,  which  dunk  to  a  degree  that  cre¬ 
ated  great  faintnefs  j  and  the  more  fo,  as  we  were  already  fick,  every  one 
appearing  to  the  other  on  the  verge  of  eternity,  though  perhaps  no  man 
thought  fo  of  himfelf.  We  found  all  our  friends  at  langarood  and  i 
RESHD  in  the  fame  circumdances,  this  dimmer  having  been  extremely  un- - 
wholfome;  but  it  pleafed  god  that  we  all  fumved  it- 

The  fhip  which  Mr.  elton  was  building  for  the  king,  had  now  ' 
the  appearance  of  being  foon  finifhed  ;  but  the  difficulty  was  how  to 
launch,  or  get  her  into  the  fea  :  die  was  on  the  fide  of  a  creek,  hardly 
broader  than  the  diip  was  long  j  die  could  not  draw  lefs  than  dx  feet,  and 
in  many  places  down  the  creek  there  was  but  four  feet  water  5  therefore 
they  propofed  to  make  a  dam,  and  raife  the  water  to  affid  her  in  going 
off,  her  lower  works  only  being  finifhed.  The  north-wind  would  thus 
raife  the  water  confiderably,  though  not  without  overflowing  the  adjacent 
mardies.  Mr.  elton  was  alfo  alarmed  with  the  fear  of  Russian  pirates, 
whom  he  apprehended  would  attempt  to  burn  his  fhip :  he  therefore 
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■made  a  boom  crofs  the  channel,  and  fet  a  guard  at  it,  propofmg  to  build 
a  ftage  on  the  morafs,  and  fet  a  piece  of  cannon  on  it.  Thefe  pirates  had 
robbed  feveral  Persian  boats  near  baku  j  they  had  30  men  on  board, 
and  fome  fwivil  guns ;  and  it  was  pretended,  that  feveral  other  boats  had 
been  brought  off  from  the  Volga  and  yaeik,  the  crews  of  which  were  of 
.the  fame  fraternity. 

The  2d  of  Auguft,  I  left  langarood,  and  arrived  next  day  at 
RES  HD,  where  the  Russian  conful  bakoonin  infilled  there  was  a  plague 
at  CASHAN,  and  confequently  that  no  manufactured  goods  of  that  country 
fliould  be  exported  for  Russia.  By  the  intercourfe  which  the  Persians 
had  with  that  city,  it  could  not  be  known  that  any  ficknefs  prevailed 
'"  more  than  ufual  in  the  fruit  feafon.  ^  I  concluded  from  hence,  that  the 
conful  fought  an  expedient  to  give  the  better  colour  to  his  advices  to  the 
governor  of  astrachan,  to  impofe  a  fevere  quarantain,  with  a  view  to 
prevent  the  English  velTels  from  returning  again  to  Persia.  I  found 
alfo,  by  the  conteft  there  had  been  between  the  minifters  of  the  court  of 
great  BRITAIN  and  RUSSIA,  with  relation  to  Mr.  elton*s  engagement 
with  NADIR  SHAH,  that  our  trade  was  in  no  fmall  difgrace  in  Russia  5 
and  it  looked  probable  that  captain  woodroofe  w'ould  not  be  permitted  to 
return  to  Persia  with,  his  fhip. 

Our  voyage  from  astrabad  had  taken  up  almod  the  whole  month  of 
July ;  and  confequently  it  might  be  prefumed  that  a  great  progrefs  had 
been  made  in  the  recovery  of  the  ballance  due  at  astrabad  :  therefore, 
inllead  of  returning  immediately  to  astrachan  under  thefe  apprehen- 
lions,  which  proved  to  be  too  well  grounded,  I  determined  to  fend  cap¬ 
tain  woodroofe  to  astrabad  for  money.  I  found  myfelf  extremely 
difordered,  as  were  all  the  Europeans  in  reshd,  whofe  bodies,  at  diffe¬ 
rent  periods  of  their  diflemper,  broke  out  into  different  kinds  of  pimples ; 
Mr.  brown  and  Mr.  wilder  were  affliCled  with  agues  5  but  that  did  not 
prevent  their  politenefs  and  friendfhip  to  me.  The  french  miffionaries 
alfo  behaved  with  great  civility. 


On  the  1 2th-  I  returned  to  langarood,  where  I  found  Mr.  elton 

'in  the  fame  bad  flate  of  health  as  I  left  him,  with  a  mind  much  per¬ 
plexed 
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plexed  on  account  of  his  engagements  to  the  shah,  perceiving  it  would 
coft  us  no  lefs  than  the  ruin  of  that  trade,  which  he  had  been  fo  inflru- 
mental  in  opening.  Though  the  authority  with  which  I  fet  out,  had 
been  greatly  diminilhed  by  the  jealoufy  and  intrigues  of  fome  of  the  fac¬ 
tors  in  St.  PETERSBURG  ;  yet  1  fawthe  neceffity  of  being  difengaged  from 
Mr.  ELTON  in  fuch  a  light,  and  was  fo  defirous  of  finifliing  with  him  in 
an  amicable  manner,  that  I  undertook,  belide  his  ordinary  commiffion, 
to  make  him  an  oifer  of  a  large  fum,  chargeable  on  the  effeds  in  his  pof- 
feflion,  on  condition  that  he  would  deliver  them  to  MelT.  brown  and 
company,  to  the  end  that  we  might  have  no  further  connedlion  with  him.  My 
illnefs  ftill  continued,  and  indeed  the  damp  mufty  rooms,  the  croaking  of 
frogs,  the  biting  of  gnats,  with  a  marfliy  peftilential  air,  and  the  concern 
I  was  under  to  fee  the  trade  involved  in  fuch  infuperable  difficulties,  were 
enough  to  have  difiempered  a  mind,  as  well  as  body,  of  a  much  fironger 
texture  than  mine  j  but  though  thefe  circumftances  were  added  to  my  ill¬ 
nefs,  the  low  manner  in  which  I  lived,  created  fo  little  food  for  my  dif- 
temper,  that  I  found  myfelf  in  a  much  better  flate  than  any  of  my  com- 
•panions. 


CHAP.  XLIX. 

Mr.  ELTON  quarrels  with  the  author.  Captain  woodroofe  returns  from 
ASTRABAD  with  9000  crowns.  Ti he  author  is  kindly  received  at  reshd. 
T^he  calamitous  fate  of  Persia. 

The  1 6th  of  Augud;  I  took  my  leave  of  Mr.  elton  in  a  friendly 
manner,  and  went  to  lahijan  for  the -recovery  of  my  health. 
This  place  is  about  8  miles  diftant  from  langarood  :  I  was  lodged 
in  a  large,  airy  houfe.  Lahijan  was  conquered  by  shah  abas  the 
GREAT  :  it  was  formerly  the  metropolis  of  the  province,  and  the  feat  of 
its  king,  and  is  how  incomparably  the  moil  healthful  place  in  that  part  of 
the  province  of  ghilan  which  istowards  the  fea  :  it  is  fituated  on  an  emi¬ 
nence,  with  a  free  air  on  eveiy  fide,  the  mountains  to  the  fouthward  open¬ 
ing  fo  as  to  caufe  a  confiant  draught  of  wind,  which  moderates  the  heat  of 
the  fummer. 
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In  the  reign  of  shah  sheffie,  which  was  not  many  years  after  this 
place  was  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Persia,  the  natives  revolted,  and  one 
KARiB,  a  perfon  born  at  lahijan,  was  elected  king  of  the  province,  in 
oppofition  to  sheffie.  After  a  fliort  and  fruitlefs  defence  karib  was 
taken  prifoner,  and  carried  to  casbin,  where  he  fuffered  a  very  remark¬ 
able  death  j  for  thiS'SHAH,  with  his  ordinary  cruelty,  and  in  derifion  of  his 
captive,  ordered  iron  horfe-flioes  to  be  nailed  to  his  feet,  alledging  that  as  he 
had  been  ufed  to  the  foft  rich  foil  of  gh  ilan,  he  could  not  walk  unlhod  on 
the  harder  earth  of  the  country  of  casbin  :  after  lingering  fome  days  in  this 
torture,  he  was  flaot  to  death  with  arrows,  the  shah  difcharging  the  firff, 
and  his  courtiers  following  his  example. 

Mr.  elton’s  indifpolition  of  body,  and  the  offence  he  had  taken  againff 
the  condu6f  of  his  employers  in  Europe,  for  their  fubmiffion  to  the  Rus¬ 
sian  court,  though  it  would  have  been  vain  and  extravagant  to  have  longer 
with-held  that  fubmiffion,  now  brought  on  his  refentment  againff  me.  I 
appeared  to  him  as  a  deputy  for  the  traders  in  general  j  but  as  his  friend 
alfo,  I  fpoke  my  real  fenfe  of  things  with  regard  to  the  common  intereff. 
The  imperious  letter  which  I  received  from  him,  dated  the  day  after  I 
left  him,  was  a  plain  indication  of  his  having  vindidlive  defighs.  He  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  have  taken  off  the  mafk  with  which  he  had  been  difguifed, 
making  himfelf  blacker  than  I  believe  he  really  was  ;  it  was  eafy  however 
to  perceive  his  intentions  were  fixed  upon  the  expedient  of  a  quarrel. 
When  men  defign  to  adt  a  part  which  they  know  to  be  unwarrantable,  it 
is  a  common  trick  to  pretend  that  an  injury  has  been  done  them,  to  fave 
appearances  in  doing  an  injury.  I  was  almofl  tempted  to  wifli  I  had  adt- 
ed  a  part  foreign  to  my  difpofition,  from  a  tranfient  opinion  that  'in  our 
commerce  with  fome  men,  that  condudt  is  warrantable  which,  #  towards 
others  of  a  different  ffamp,  deferves  little  better  than  the  name  of  falfe- 
hood ;  but  this  thought  foon  recoiled  upon  me,  and  confirmed  that  ffurdy 
fatisfadfion  which  arifes  from  an  equal  and  confiffent  condudt,  however  - 
oppofed  to  worldly  advantages.  Ignorance  of  the  world  is  fometimes  the 
happy  occafion  of  our  virtue  :  it  often  prevents  infincerity  at  ieaff,  and  fup- 
ports  that  integrity  of  foul,  which  exiffs  no  longer  than  we  fpeak  the  lan¬ 
guage 
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guage  of  the  heart.  It  is  true,  there  are  many  incidents  in  life,  in  which 
fome  degree  of  diffimulation  feems  to  be  eflential  to  the  peace  and  tran¬ 
quility  of  it;  and  nothing  can  be  more  obvious  than  “  if  we  follow  truth 
“  too  clofe,  file  will  kick  our  teeth  out ;  ”  therefore  the  great  feCret  is,  when, 
and  in  what  degree  diirimulatioh,  if  for  want  of  language  we  may  ufe  this 
term,  is  neceflary  and  confident  with  the  virtue  of  the  mind.  For  want 
of  this  diftindlion  we  often  lofe  the  reverence  due  to  truth,  even  in  the  hrd: 
dages  of  our  lives ;  and  perfons  in  the  highed  dations  become  the  mod 
exquifite  proficients  in  the  arts  of  difilmulation  ;  fuch  is  the  wretched  date 
of  mankind!  Thus  I  had  full  leifure  to  moralize;  for  elton  was  in¬ 
dexible.  ' 

Captain  wooddroofe,  whom  I  had  difpatched  the  8th  indant  to  as- 
TRAB AD,  returned  the  aid,  and  I  had  the  pleafure  to  learn,  that  he  brought 
with  him  9000  crowns,  which  compleated,  including  the  cloth  recovered, 
85  percent,  of  the  whole  fum  demanded.  Woodroofe  informed  me, 
that  saru  khan  with  his  forces  was  incamped  on  the  river  korgan,  to 
prevent  the  incurfions  of  the  turkumans,  whom  no  compadt  could  hold 
within  bounds :  I  alfo  learned,  that  matt  reuse  had  narrowly  efcaped 
being  robbed  of  the  fum  jud  mentioned,  a  thief  having  adtually  broke  into 
his  houfe  in  the  night,  and  a  whole  gang  were  ready  to  be  let  in,  if  his 
cries  had  not  difconcerted  their  meafures ;  fo  that  this  recovery  w^as  fin- 
gularly  providential  in  all  its  parts. 

The  27th,  the  french  mifiionary,  who  profefibd  phyfic,  gave  me  a 
medicine,  which  he  faid  was  a  fovereign  fpecific  in  fevers;  this  proved  to 
be  only  the  Jefuits  bark,  but  is  not  familiarly  known  in  Persia,  where 
he  had  lived  for  fome  years :  this  drug  can  no  where  be  of  greater  ufe 
than  in  the  province  of  ghilan.  Medicines  among  the  Persians  are 
modly  compounds  of  herbs ;  but  the  quantity  and  tade  fuch  as  would  in¬ 
cline  one  to  think,  that  they  were  defigned  for  horfes,  rather  than  men. 
The  mod  common  diforders  with  which  they  are  affli(ded,  are  thofe  in  the 
eyes,  and  the  venereal  didemper :  the  fird  is  fuppofed  to  be  gccafioned  by  , 
the  heat  of  the  climate,  and  the  excefilve  ufe  of  rice. 
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Being  now  reftored  to  health,  I  applied  myfelf  to  bufmefs :  but,  which 
ever  way  I  turned,  Mr.  el  ton’s  engagement  to  the  shah  created  infupe- 
rable  difficulties  to  the  eftabliffiment  of  our  trade.  Some  of  the  fadors  in 
St.  PETERSBURG,  who  had  folicited  me  to  accept  their  authority  to  act 
for  them,  now  endeavoured  to  fupplant  me,  from  an  apprehend  on  that  I 
intended  to  remain  in  Persia,  and  enjoy  their  imaginary  profits :  they 
miltook  the  matter  extremely  j  for  I  found  little  more  to  be  expeded  in 
PERSIA  than  the  evil  effeds  of  jealoufy  and  finifter  intrigues,  except  being 
expofed  to  the  greater  calamities  of  civil  war,  among  a  people  departed  from 
almoft  every  moral  virtue.  The  adventurers  in  London  were  perplexed 
with  contradidory  advices  from  their  different  fadors  j  and,  for  want  of  pro¬ 
per  information,  not  knowing  whom  to  truft,  aimed  at  one  point,  fome 
of  the  fadors  in  Russia  at  another,  and  Mr.  elton  in  Persia  would  re¬ 
ceive  laws  from  neither  of  them ;  fo  that  my  talk  of  mediator  was  very 
difficult. 

I  faw  nothing  could  be  done  in  Persia  by  any  legal  proceeding,  and 
that  Mr.  elton  was  deaf  to  my  remonftrances,  of  the  folly  and  injuftice, 
as  well  as  the  ill  confequences  that  muff  attend  his  breaking  with  me  : 
to  make  any  fruitlefs  compulfive  efforts,"  I  concluded  would  render  the 
matter  worfe ;  I  therefore  determined  that  the  befi  way  to  avoid  being  in 
the  wrong,  was  to  fhun  being  too  much  in  the  right.  Men  who  mean 
well  often  fall  into  this  fault  j  a  certain  vanity  of  uprightnefs  betrays  them 
into  an  injudicious  purfuitof  it,  by  which  they  do  real  injuries  to  the  com¬ 
munity  whofe  caufe  they  efpoufe.  If  their  goodnefs  of  heart  is  not  fup- 
ported  by  experience  or  firength  of  judgment,  they  are  apt  to  forget 
there  are  more  ways  than  one  of  doing  many  good  adions^  and  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  confider,  not  only  what  is  befi:  in  its  own  nature  j  but  alfo  the 
mofi:  pradicable  means  of  performing  the  good  we  intend.  So  long  as 
we  can  maintain  our  own  integrity,  we  ought  to  accommodate  ourfelves  to 
times,  and  to  the  circumfiiances  of  things  :  I  do  not  mean  that  we  ffiould  ^ 
do  evil  with  a  view  to  the  good  that  may  come  of  it,  any  more  than  we 
ffiould  refirain  the  good,  fo  as  to  produce  evil  as  a  natural  confequence ; 

but 
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but  that  we  fhould  temper  a  paflionate  concern  for  the  caufe  of  virtue,  with 
a  judicious  confideration  of  the  great  end  in  view. 


The  28th,  Having  informed  Mr.  brown  of  reshd  on  what  terms  I 
was  with  Mr.  elton  ;  he  fent  me  a  very  polite  and  obliging  invitation  to  > 
take  up  my  lodgings  in  his  houfe :  this  was  the  more  acceptable,  as  I  was 
entirely  at  a  lofs  where  to  accommodate  myfelf  for  the  Ihort  time  I  pro- 
pofed  to  ftay  in  Persia  5  for  I  was  now  obliged  to  refign  my  prefent 
lodgings  to  MAHOMMED  KHAN  the  admiral. 


The  intereft  of  this  khan  was  now  on  the  decline  at  court,  he  had 
adted  a  bafe  part  in  regard  to  Mr.  el  ton,  and  the  king’s  maritime  affairs. 
Whether  he  fuffered  for  this,  or  any  other  crime,  or  only  for  being  rich,  I 
know  not;  not  long  after  I  left  Persia,  his  eyes  were  cut  out;  indeed - 
almofl'every  perfon  of  diftindlion,  with  whom  I  had  any  intercourfe  dur- ' 
iiig  my  abode  in  that  country,  had  at  different  times  the  fame  fate. 

Having  no  good  interpreter  with  me  at  lahijan,  nor  many  conve-  - 
niencies  of  life,  I  avoided  the  vifits  of  the  Persians;  however  the  ca-- 
LENTAR  attended  by  two  couriers  from  the  camp,  came  to  fee  me  :  the 
king  demanded  of  him  1000  crowns,  no  other  reafon  being  afligned  for  it," 
than  his  having  ferved  under  the  late  governor,  whom  the  king  had  caufed  ’ 
to  be  put  to  death,  though  he  was  reputed  a  very  jufl  man  ;  but  it  feemed  ■ 
as  if  juflice  was  incompatible  with  fome  of  nadir’s  maxims- of  govern^- 
ment. 


The  ifl  of  SteptemberT  left  lahijan,  and  arrived  the  next  day  at " 
'  RESHD,  where  Mr.  brown  and  Mr.  wilder,  the  two  English  fadlors,  re-  ' 
ceived  me  with  great  politenefs  and  hofpitality.  The  chief  part  of  the  conver-' 
fatlon  of  that  city  turned  upon  the  king’s  muldls,  exactions,  and  murders.  • 
I  waited  pn  the  new  governor  of  reshd,  who  received  me  very  kindly,  and  « 
affured  me  that  the  shah  had  ordered  him  to  treat  the  Europeans  with 
refpedl:  on  his  being  informed  what  had  happened  to  me  in  Persia,  and  - 
that  curiofity  had  partly  brought  me  thither,  he  faid,  “  Alas !  this  is  no 
‘‘  time  for  fuch  entertainment  in  this  country.”  Hearing  that  I  had  a 
connedion  with  Mr.  elton,  he  obferved,  I  fuppofe  you  have  orders  and 

“  inten- 
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‘‘‘  intentions  to  take  all  the  efFe^ts  belonging  to  the  merchants  out  of  his 

hands,”  which  I  underftoo'd  as  an  intimation  of  his  opinion  of  elton’s 
dangerous  fituation.  Here  I  enjoyed  greater  fecurity,  at  lead  of  my  perfon, 
than  I  had  for  eight  months  before,  having  been  in  a  continual  warfare ; 
but  though  the  fcene  was  changed,  it  was  not  altered  much  for  the  better ; 
for  I  was  now  engaged  in  a  fevere  conteib,  in  which  both  my  intereft  and 
honour  were  concerned. 

Mr.  ELTON,  who  had  been  kind  to  an  extreme,  and  continually  wrote  me 
the  tendered  letters  of  friendlhip,  was  become  inexorably  deaf  to  all  over¬ 
tures  of  accommodation.  He  had  done  me  injudice  in  a  double  refpedt ; 
fird,  by  thinking  I  could  be  prevailed  upon,  by  the  conddefations  of 
friendlhip,  to  fubfcribe  to  things  falfe,  abfurd,  and  impracticable  ;  and 
then  by  fearing  I  diould  make  ufe  of  my  knowledge  of  his  affairs  in  an  un¬ 
friendly  manner  ^  whereas  no  treatment  of  his  ever  drew  from  me  a  fingle 
word  of  what  he  had  faid  in  the  confidence  of  fecrecy,  neither  before  nor 
fince  his  death.  At  this  time  I  had  the  dronger  motives  to  a  referved  con¬ 
duct,  from  the  confideration  t]iat  el  ton  had  power  to  do  mifchief,  and 
didrefs  the  affairs  of  the  merchants  j  but  this  referve  expofed  me  after¬ 
wards  to  the  greater  vexation.  During  the  few  days  I  was  in  reshd,  I 
employed  myfelf  in  enquiries  concerning  the  country,  and  its  inhabitants, 
digeding  and  comparing  my  own  obfervations  with  thofe  of  perfons,  whofe 
^experience  was  much  greater. 


CHAP.  L. 

A  fieri  account  of  the  perfons^  genius^  charaBer^  and  diet  of  the  modern 
PERSIANS.  OJ  their  hofpitality,  with  feme  refeHions'on  falfe  amufements 
Z/z  EUROPE.  Of  the  ornamental  part  of  the  drefs  of  Persian  womeUy 
compared  with  fome  parts  of  European  drefs, 

The  modern  Persians  are  sobud,  warlike,  and  hardy,  and  are  now 
all  become  foldiers :  were  their  governmeht  once  edablifhed,  no  nation 
could  fooner  recover  itfelf  from  fuch  miferable  circumdances.  They  have 

money 
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money  enough  ®  j  their  houfes  are  eafily  rebuilt,  and  their  land  is  fertile  : . 
thefe  advantages  would  bring  in  foreigners,  at  lead:  tartars  and  in-- 
DiANS,  and  with  them  the  conveniencies  of  life,  and  at  length  reftore  their 
arts  and  manufactures. 

They  are  naturally  inclined  to  temperance  ;  and  with  regard  to  diet,  feem  i 
to  be  more  in  a  date  of  nature  than  the  Europeans.  Byway  of  amufement 
they  life  opiates,  but  not  near  fo  much  as  the  Turks  :  they  drink  coffee  in 
fmall  quantities  with  the  lees,  alfo  Iherbets,  and  an  infufion  of  cinnamon 
with  fugar.  Their  fimplicity  of  life  generally  renders  their  domeflic  expence 
eafy  j  though  in  this  lad;  particular  travellers  do  not  agree  :  I  grant  how-- 
ever  that  the  Persians  underRand  very  little  of  what  we  call  prudence,, 
and  oeconomical  government. 

In  their  common  difcourfes  they  often  introduce  moral  fentences,  and' 
poetical  narrations,  extracted  from  their  poets  and  other  writers  :  it  was  > 
formerly  their  conftant  cuflom  to  entertain  their  guefts  with  favourite 
paffages  out  of  their  poets.  Reflexion  and  repetition  are  the  only  means  of 
direngthening  or  fupporting  the  memory  :  cuflom  has  made  it  a  kind  of 
pedantry  in  Europe  to  be  frequent  in  the  repetition  of  the  wife  fayings 
either  of  the  antient  or  modern  divines,  philofophers,  or  poets  j  but  if  from* 
the  nature  of  the  human  mind  we  ever  fland  in  need  of  a  monitor,  what 
oflice  is  more  confiflent  than  to  render  the  wholefome  rules  of  life  fami¬ 
liar,  by  making  them  a  part  of  our  ordinary  converfation.  It  might  be 
widied,  that  this  praClice  was  introduced  among  Europeans,  rather 
than  that  barrennefs  of  difcourfe  we  often  find,  or  the  irkfome  and  per¬ 
nicious  amufement  of  cards. 

Now  I  have  mentioned  a  circumflance  fo  intereding  to  the  great 
world  in  Europe,  I  mufl  acknowledge  that  cards,  in  the  original  ufe 
of  them,  are  confeffedly  as  innocent  as  any  other  inftrument  of  di- 
verfion,  to  thofe  who  are  at  a  lofs  for  fomething  more  rational  3  yet 
in  the  manner  now  in  fafhion,  they  cannot  but  diflipate  the  thoughts 

j 

“  speaking  of  the  time  fubfequent  to  nadir’s  death,  and  a  few  years  afterwards. 

^  I  have  fomewhere  heard  that  cards  wer*  invented  by  a  french  courtier,  to  amufe  one  of  the 
kings  of  that  nation,  who  was  remarkably  weak. 
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in  fome,  and'  enervate  the  mind  in  almoft  every  one  who  is  clofely 
..attached  to  them:  they  muft  be  a  great  means  of  feeding  thofe  paffions 
which  corrode  the  heart,  and  warping  the  affedlions  from  their  proper 
bias,  oppofe  the  eftablifhment  of  virtue  in  the  mind.  We  often  fee  this 
verified,  though  few  will  confefs  it.  Is  it  poflible  in  the  nature  of  the 
thing,  that  thofe  who  give  a  conftant  application  to  this  entertainment, 
efpecially  if  they  play  high,  can  fupport  a  tranquility  of  mind?  And,  in 
proportion  as  the  mind  is  difturbed,  is  it  not  difqualified  for  the  effential 
duties  of  life  ?  This  matter  is  befi:  underftood  by  thofe  very  perfons  who 
-  play  high,  and  confume  their  time  in  this  polite  idlenefs.  The  Persians 
feem  to  fall  into  the  contrary  extreme j  they  delight  in  fitting  flill,  and 
'mufing.  I  never  obferved  any  of  them  to  walk  in  their  apartments,  as  the 
^EUROPEANS,  and  particularly  the  English,  are  ufed  to  do.,  I  remember 
’,to  have  heard  of  a  Turk,  who,  being  on  board  an  English  man  of 
,  .war,  enquired  very  ferioufly  if  the  people  were  troubled  with  an  evil  fpi- 
'.rit,  becaufe,  fays  he,  “  they  are  never  at  reft  ?” 

The  PERSIANS  are  polite,  but  extravagantly  hyperbolical  in  their  com¬ 
pliments  :  this  indeed  is  peculiar  to  the  eaftern  nations ;  and  the  fcrip- 
ture,  which  partakes  fo  much  of  that  ftile,  is  known  to  be  derived  from 
that  quarter.  The  Persians' were  celebrated  for  a  particular  genius  to  poetry.; 
I)ut  war,  which  has  deftroyed  their  morals  and  learning,  feems  alfo  to 
have  damped  their  poetic  fire  ;  though  they  have  ftill  many  traces  of  that 
fertility  and  ftrength  of  imagination,  for  which  in  paft  times  they  were  de- 
fervedly  famous.  The  antient  Persians  are  recorded  to  have  taught  their 
children  a  moft  exacft  reverence  for  truth;  but  the  prefent  generation  are 
as  notorious  for  falfhood :  they  poifon  with  a  fweet-meat,  in  always  faying 
what  is  pleafing,  without  regarding  the  truth.  In  their  difpofitions  they 
aje  chearful,  but  rather  inclined  to  ferioufnefs  than  loud  mirth  :  in  this 
•they  are  not  fo  much  the  french  of  asia,  as  in  their  politenefs  and  ci¬ 
vility  to  ftrangers.  Hofpitality  is  a  part  of  their  religion  ;  on  occafions  of 
the  leaft  intercourfe,  men  of  any  diftindtion  invite  ftrangers,  as  well  as 
their  fnends  to  their  table ;  and  it  is  remarkable  how  they  pride  them- 
felves  in  other  teftimonies  of  relpedt,  which  have  been  occafionally  men- 
.donedin  this  work. 

I  did 
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I  did  not  obferve  that  they  are  vindidlive ;  yet  if  their  kindnefs  to  their 
bed;  friends,  happens  to  be  turned  by  any  fortune  of  war  into  enmity,  they 
often  become  infenfible  :  this  feems  to  be  more  owing  to  a  cudom  of  cru¬ 
elty,  than  a  revengeful  temper.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  not  many 
inftances  of  the  placable  difpolition,  which  the  Christian  religion  fo 
drongly  recommends :  in  theory  however  they  are  friends  to  this  virtue, 
and  they  apparently  exceed  the  Christians  in  the  duty  of  refignation. 

With  regard  to  their  perfons  and  drefs,  the  men  in  mod  parts  of  the 
country  {have  their  heads  very  clofe;  the  young  ones  have  often  a  lock  on 
each  temple,  which  hangs  pendant,  and  ferves  as  an  ornament  to  their 
faces,  fomewhat  in  the  manner  of  European  beaus  fome  years  fince. 
Their  cheeks  are  fhaved,  but  the  beard  on  the  chin  reaches  up  to  their 
temples :  the  men  for  the  mod  part  are  tall,  and  of  good  diapes,  their  com¬ 
plexions  fwarthy,  particularly  in  the  fouthern  parts,  and  their  eyes  and 
hair  black.  Mod  of  them  have  caps  of  cloth,  which  rife  ten  or  twelve 
inches,  and  terminate  on  the  top  in  four  corners :  they  have  a  diorter  cap 
for  dimmer,  faced  with  grey  eokharian  lambfkinsi  their  ears,  which  are 
very  large,  are  always  left  bare,  and  generally  hang  down,  in  confequence  of 
the  weight  of  the  caps  reding  on  them,  and  many  are  proud  to  fhew  that 
their  ears  are  not  cut  off Crimfon  is  a  colour  they  much  affedl  in  their 
'caps,  as  well  as  in  their  outward  garments  3  and  it  makes  a  grand  appear¬ 
ance  :  deep  blue,  which  one  feldom  fees  worn,  except  in  coarfe  cloths,  is 
their  mourning  colour.  The  better  fort  of  people  wear  a  fadi  of  kher- 
mania  wool,  wrapped  about  their  heads  as  turbandsj  fome  of  the'fe  are 
fo  exceeding  fine  as  to  cod  100  crowns  and  the  common  price  for  fuch 
as  are  good  is  8  or  10  crowns :  their  heads  are  thus  kept  very  warm,  and 
the  more  as  they  feldom  pull  off  their  caps,  but  wear  them  even  in  the 
prefence  of  their  king. 


The  outward  garment  of  the  common  fort  of  people,  is  a  flight  cot¬ 
ton  :  in  general  they  wear  two  or  three  light  vedments,  which  reach  only 
to  their  knees  j  fo  that  their  drefs  gives  them  a  great  advantage  over  the 
TURKS,  who  wear  long  effeminate  robes.  Befides  their  cloth  garments 


VoL. 


'  Many  were  in  thefe  circumftances  in  nadir’s  time. 
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of  the  ordinary  fort,  which  are  much  efieemed,  fome  have  them  lined  with 
furs,  as  ermins,  fquirrels,  or  fables,  which  are  worn  for  warmth,  and  ve¬ 
ry  often  for  ftate  alfo ;  for  it  is  common  to  fee  a  great  inan  fit  in  his  fable- 
coat  in  the  height  of  fummer  :  but  it  muft  be  obferved  that  thefe  coats  reach 
no  farther  than  the  waifl:  j  thus  demonftrating  a  judicious  diflindlion 
not  to  load  themfelves  with  a  fuperduous  weight  of  cloaths.  Silk  is 
worn  in  fummer  by  men  of  faflaion,  efpecially  for  under- garments  ;  but 
thefe  as  well  as  their  cotton  and  woollen  under- garments  are  quilted, 
which  renders  them  very  warm  without  being  heavy;  Under  the  fafh 
round  the  waift  they  carry  a  long  pointed  knife  in  a  cafe  of  wood,  which 
is  mounted  with  gold  or  fiver.  Their  fliirts,  for  the  mofl  part,  are  made 
of  checkered  filk  and  cotton  :  thefe  have  neither  wrift- bands  nor  collars, 
for  they  always  go  bare-necked.  The  fleeves  of  their  upper  garment  reaches 
down  to  their  fingers :  they  fometimes  w^ear  cloth-ftockings,  which  fet 
loofe  like  boots  j  but  for  the  mofi:  part  they  ufe  only  focks  of  wool,  wEich 
reach  over  the  ankles.  They  wear  flippers  like  Women’s  flioes  without  quar¬ 
ters  j  thefe  are  of  fliagreen  made  with  the  fkin  of  horfes  rumps,  which 
are  prepared  hard  and  rough  like  a  feal’s  fldn  :  the  heels  being  high,  they 
are  calculated  to  carry  one  out  of  the  dirt,  but  are  extremely  uneafy  to 
thofe  who  are  not  accuflomed  to  them.  Their  drawers,  or  rather  trowfers 
are  more  convenient  than  breeches  in  a  hot  country,  being  without  any 
tight  ligaments :  for  this  reafon  their  cloathing  in  general  feems  to  be  more 
conducive  to  health  and  flrength  than  that  of  Europeans  ;  the  falh  round 
the  waifl  may  however  keep  their  loins  too  warm  ^  but  girding  up  the  loins 
is  indeed  a  part  of  drefs  the  mofl  antient  we  read  of.  Their  writers 
carry  their  ink  and  pens  about  them  in  a  cafe  which  they  put  under  tlieir 
falh,  or  in  their  pocket  under  their  arm. 

The  fimplicity  of  their  tafle  deferves  commendation:  a  Persian  khan 
once  queflioned  me  clofely  upon  the  fleeve  of  my  coat,  defiring  to  know 
what  I  intended  by  that  bit  of  cloth  hanging  from  my  arm  ?  I  of  courle 
told  him,  that  in  Europe  we  confidered  it  as  an  ornament.  I  could  not 
help  refleding  however  on  the  fuperfluous  and  inconvenient  part  of  drefs, 
which  the  polite  nations  of  Europe  have  introduced,  in  defiance  of  natu- 
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ral  tafte,  and  th£  confideratioii  of  health  and  convenience.  Externals  are 
always  mod;  apt  to  affe(5:  the  mind,  and  where  we  fuffer  ourfelves  to  fol¬ 
low  implicitly  him  who,  for  his  private  convenience,  or  to  gratify  his  hu¬ 
mour,  continually  makes  alterations  in  our  manner  of  cloathing,  it  muft 
..engage  too  great  a  flaare  of  the  attention,  at  leafl:  of  the  youthful  part  of 
a  nation,  and  create  a  dangerous  expence  j  nor  can  we  be  ever  fure  of  re- 
■taining  that  which  in  all  refpeds  is  found  elegant,  ornamental,  and  con¬ 
venient,  if  we  happen  to  humble  on  it.  The  Asiatics  feem  befl  to 
underhand  this  matter,  and  to  ad:  moh  agreeably  to  reafon.  We  muh 
however  acknowledge,  that  the  variety  of  which  the  politer  nations  of 
EUROPE  are  fo  fond,  ferves  to  exercife  invention,  improye  arts,  and  cre¬ 
ate 'a  circulation  of  money  j  but  hill  it  tends  to  the  ruin  of  hates,  when 
the  inclination  is  carried  to  an  excefs,  and  beyond  what  private  incomes 
will  bear,  after  all  ehential  duties  regarding  government,  and  charity,  are 
complied  with.  But  in  a  comparifon  of  the  oriental  and  European 
drefs,  there  is  not  any  thing  in  the  latter  half  fo  abfurd  and  ridiculous  as 
that  part  of  the  female  furniture  called  a  hoop.  If  the  Persian,  who 
was  fo  much  furprized  at  the  fleeve  of  my  coat,  which  was  in  no  extreme 
of  the  fahhon,  had  feen  this  whalebone- machine,  he  would  certainly  afk, 
if  the  woman  was  to  be  fcwn  up  in  it  with  a  wild  cat,  as  they  fometimes 
ufe  bags  when  they  torture  females.  Tell  him,  that  it  is  defigned  to  be 
worn  about  her  waifl,  and  he  would  conclude  it  was  a  punifliment  for 
fome  ad  of  incontinence  ^  but  never  would  a  man,  in  his  right  mind, 
conceive  it  to  be  intended  as  an  ornament ;  and  that  the  greater  Ipace  a  wo¬ 
man  occupies,  the  greater  her  quality,  the  more  important  her  appearance, 
and  as  fome  imagine,  the  more  exquihte  her  charms. 

And  fince  the  refentment  of  a  cuhom  fo  injurious  to  health  and  con¬ 
venience,  as  well  as  true  tafte,  has  drawn  me  thus  far ;  I  cannot  help  ob- 
ferving  very  ferioufly,  that  as  theperfons,  and  external  ornaments  of  wo¬ 
men  are  fo  much  the  attention  of  men,  it  is  not  furprizing  that  they 
fhould  miike  ufe  of  their  proper  flrength,  and  improve  their  own  advan¬ 
tages  j  but  I  apprehend  there  are  very  few  fenfible  women,  and  yet  fewer 
men,  who  conlider  this  romantic  machine  as  ornamental.  Cuflom  is  in- 
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deed  a  tyrant  over  both  fexes,  and  the  pride  of  imaginary  embellithments 
almoft  as  ftrong  a  paflion  with  the  youthful  part  of  the  gay  world,  as  even 
the  love  of  life.  All  nations  feem  to  agree,  that  rich  manufadories, 
filver,  or  gold,  or  precious  ftones,  or  what  is  juft  the  fame,  fomething  in 
imitation  of  them  are  ornamental.  It  is  alfo  confefTed,  that  the  more  im¬ 
mediate  feat  of  the  graces  is  the  face,  and  the  women  of  all  countries 
apply  their  fkill  to  the  improvement  of  it ;  preferving  at  the  fame  time 
thofe  veftures  which  they  think  add  a  luftre  to  their  natural  advantages. 
How  can  Europeans  laugh  at  fome  particular  parts  of  the  drefs  of  re¬ 
mote  nations,  wEen  perhaps  none  of  them  wear  any  thing  fo  ridiculous 
as  a  large  hoop  ?  Befides,  though  cuftom  may  caufe  any  thing  to  pafs 
for  modeft,  it  cannot  alter  the  nature  of  climates,  nor  prevent  thofe  dif- 
tempers  which  arife  from  cold  j  neither  will  the  flreets  grow  broader,  or 
houfes,  churches,  or  theatres  extend  their  walls  to  keep  pace  with  this 
romantic  extenfion  of  habilliment. 

The  drefs  of  the  women  in  Persia  is  fimple,  differing  from  the  men 
rather  for  the  diflindtion  of  fexes,  than  by  affedting  any  form  fhocking 
to  nature  ;  they  adorn  their  arms  with  bracelets  after  the  manner  of  fome 
EUROPEANS,- and  their  heads  with  jewels  of  feveral  kinds  :  one  of  thefe 
is  compofed  of  a  light  gold  chain-work,  fet  with  final!  pearls,  with  a  thin 
gold  plate  pendant,  about  the  bignefs  of  a  crown-piece,  on  which  is  im- 
preffed  an  Arabian  prayer  :  this  is  fixed  to  the  hair  at  the  upper  part  of 
the  temple,  and  hangs  upon  the  cheek  below  the  ear.  They  have  large 
ear-rings,  and  fome  are  faid  to  wear  gold- rings  fet  with  pearls  in  their 
nofe,  which  is  incomparably  the  word:  tafte  they  have ;  the  poorer  fort 
wear  the  fame  thing  in  bafer  metals  :  their  hair  hangs  in  treffes  ^  their  ihirts, 
as  well  as  the  men’s,  are  of  a  thin  manufadture  of  filk  and  cotton  51  but 
thefe  are  open  at  the  bread  in  the  manner  of  men’s  fhirts  in  Europe, 
whild  the  men’s  are  fupported  on  the  left  flioulders  by  a  fmall  button  j 
the  women  alfo  wear  drawers  and  flippers  as  the  men. 

The  PERSIANS  obferve  an  outward  decency  in  their  cloathingj  their 
very  religion  feems  to  exadl  it  of  them,  and  the  fimplicity  of  their  cudoms 
contributes  to  the  fame  end.  They  are  neat  in  their  houfes;  and  even  the 

meaned 
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meaneft  fort  tre  ufually  very  clean  in  their  cloaths,  vv^hich  have  feldom 
any  rent  5  but  if  it  \vas  not  for  their  repeated  bathings,  the  want  of  chang-r 
ing  their  fhirts  would  render  their  perfons  indelicate. 


C  H  A  P.  LL 

T^he  nature  of  the  military^  civily  and  ecclefiaftical  gove?'nment  of  the  Per¬ 
sians  under  nadir  shah.  Some  account  alfo  of  their  cruelty y  dhijion 
of  timCy  language y  and  opinion  oj  Europeans.  Of  their  religion,  and 
their  manner  of  praying',  njcith  remarks  on  the  falfe  referve  of  Chris¬ 
tians.. 

OP' HE  PERSIANS,  tlielr  negled:  of  moral  duties,  have  prepared  the 

a  way.  for  that  ruin  in  which  they  are  involved  5  and  it  feems  as  if 
providence,  by  fuffering  the  ufurpation  of  nadir,  had  permitted  them  to 
fill  up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquities. 

The  government  of  Persia  is  monarchical^  and  in  eveiy  branch  of  if 
firidlly  defpotic.  The  favour  of  the  prince,  and  of  thofe  on  whom  he 
devolves  his  authority,  is  effential  to  the  fecurity  of  foreign  merchants^  and 
this  may  be  beft  preferved  by  proper  and  timely  prefents,  by  a  good  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  a  refolute  difcreet  fupport'of  their  owji  dignity.  The  Per¬ 
sians  are  not  unfkilled  in  the  laws  of  juflice  and  humanity  j  but  as  war 
has  been,  for  many  years,  their  only  ftudy,  and  a  fondnefs  for  outward 
fhew  their  predominant  paflion,  thefe  laws  are  very  little  regarded  when 
they  interfere  with  their  inclinations :  hence  a  good  horfe,  a  filver-mounted 
bridle,  and  a  girl,  will  generally  induce  a  Persian  to  violate  juftice,  and  . 
even  to  commit  that  for  which  he  is  morally  certain  of  death. 

The  camp  and  court  in  nadir’s  time  were  the  fame;  and  the  eccle- 
fiaftical,  as  well  as  civil  and  military  officers  always  attended.  The  chief 
adminiftrators  of  the  law  were  the  mullah-bashi,  and  the  naib- - 
saedar,  or  N^vAB,  who  are  judges  in.  ecclefiaflical  and  civil  concerns. 
The  kazi.®skar  is  judge  of  the  army,  and  the.sHEiCHULisLAM  is  re- 
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putcd  of  equal  rank  with  him.  The  defherch  ane  ®  recei\ies  all  records, 
decrees  and  public  accounts,  and  decides  in  all  affairs  relating  to  the  po¬ 
litical  government.  The  principal  officers  of  this  court  are  the  superin- 
TENDANT  and  secretary:  The  mustafi  miemalek ads  with 
them,  and  has  mustafis  under  him  for  the  care  of  the  feveral  divifions. 
Thefe  agents  of  the  crown  make  their  court,  and  find  mofi:  profit  and  fecu- 
rity  in  propofing  means  of  oppreffing  the  people  by  heavy  exadions. 

The  highefi:  ecclefiafiic  in  towns  is  judge,  and  tries  civil  caufes  under 
the  governor,  who  generally  refers  the  parties  to  him  ;  and -upon  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  his  verdid  the  governor  gives  a  final  judgment.  But  military 
people  feldom  have  their  caufe  tried  by  any  but  the  latter.  Thefe  governors 
are  often  as  defpotic  as  fovereign  princes ;  and  though  they  are  account¬ 
able  for  all  their  adions,  and  have  often  their  ears  cut  off,  their  nofes 
flit,  and  are  feverely  beaten  on  their  back,  baftinadoed  on  their  feet  till  their 
nails  come  off,  and  not  unfrequently  firangled,  yet  they  feldom  abflain 
from  ads  of  oppreffion. 

The  begler-begs have  the  power  of  life  and  death,  as  have  alfo 
•thofe  SARD  ARES  who  are  on  the  frontiers.  In  nadir’s  reign  there  were 
only  three  begler-begs,  one  in  khorasan,  the  other  in  derbend, 
and  the  lafl  in  shirass,  all  of  them  as  cruel  as  they  were  powerful.  Thofe 
in  high  office  make  ufe  of  the  mofl  extraordinary  and  unaccountable  me¬ 
thods  of  oppreffion.  There  was  a  remarkable  inflance  of  this  in  na¬ 
dir’s  brother,  ibrahim  khan,  who,  when  governor  of  tavris,  having 
a  lame  mule,  afked  his  groom  what  he  might  fell  her  for  ?  The  groom, 
fufpeding  his  defign,  and  knowing  his  avarice,  anfwered  2000  crowns. 

Oh  !  ”  fays  he,  “  more  a  great  deal.”  At  length  the  price  was  fixed  at 
10,000  j  and  the  groom  being  armed  with  authority,  demanded  of  every 
citizen  and  villager  a  certain  fum  for  the  mule,  in  fuch  terms  as  plainly 
fhewed  that  a  fum  was  to  be  levied  on  them.  Some,  to  avoid  being 
beaten,  paid  him  20,  30,  40,  or  50  crowns,  till  at  lafl  he  came  home  with 

*  Chancery.  ^  General  over-feer  of  the  empire.  «  Lord  of  lords,  the  higheft 

aank  of  officer  in  power.  ^  Generals. 
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the  10,000;  and  after  all  he  obliged  a  man  to  take  the  mule  in  good 
earned;  for  120  crowns,  which  is  the  price  of  a  fmall  one-  free  from  ble- 
mifh. 

■  In  how  great  a  degree  cruelty  reigned  in  Persia  in  nadir’s  time,  may 
be  judged  from  the  choice  which  he  made  of  his  reprefentatives,  and 
from  their  copying  him  fo  exactly,  though  with  lefs  judgment.  I  was  told, 
that  in  the  fpring  1741,  a  perfon  named  kalib  khan,  from  being  a 
broker  of  filk,  returned  from  the  camp  to  reshd,  dignified  wdth  the  title 
of  admiral  of  the  Caspian  fea.  This  elevation  fo  intoxicated  him,  that 
thinking  himfelf  negle(5ted  in  point  ©f  ceremony,  he  inftantly  ordered  the 
'chief  of  the  Armenian  merchants  to  be  called  into  his  prefence,  caufed 
one  of  them  to  be  put  to  death,  and  threatened  that  all  the  Armenians  = 
and  GEORGIANS  fhould  fuffer  the  fame  fate,  if  they  did  not  bring  to  him  = 
all  the  arms  that  were  to  be  found  in  the  caravanferais  of  reshd  ;  keep¬ 
ing  three  of  them  as  hoflages  till  he  extorted  handfome  prefents,  and 
large  promifes  from  them.  He  was  fo  ofiended  that  the  Russian  conful ; 
had  not  fliewn  him  the  refped:  of  waiting  on  him  in  perfon  before  his  en-  - 
trance  into  the  town,  that  when  the  conful’s  interpreter  came  to  compli¬ 
ment  him  in  his  mafcer’s  name,  he  baftinadoed  him,  fpoke  difrefpedlfully 
of  the  EMPRESS,  and  not  flopping  here,  put  to  death  an  interpreter  be¬ 
longing  to  the'refident  of  that  nation,  feized  a  Russian  fhip,  and,  by 
threats  and  ill  treatment,  obli<yed  the  crew  to  embrace  mahommedanism. 
On  easter-day  he  laid  liege  to  the  conful’s  houfe,  and  fired  250  fhots 
on  it ;  but  at  length  being  oppofed  by  the  people  of  the  town,  he  was  ob-  - 
liged  to  withdraw  his  artillery. 

In  confequence  of  the  complaints  made  to  nadir,  kalib  KHAi^bwas 
called  to  the  camp,  and  treated  with  great  feverity ;  the  crimes  alledged 
againfi;  him  were  various,  and  many  of  them  concerned  the  shah  him- 
fetf;  but  I  never  heard  there  was  any  particular  refpedt  paid  to  the  Rus¬ 
sians  in  the  punifhment  inflicted  on  him.  Such  cruel  exactions  and  mon- 
ftrous  proceedings  have  frequently  ftirred  up  the  people  to  rebellion ;  but 
the  want  of  fecrecy  in' their  counfels,  and  of  mutual  confidence,  ever  ren¬ 
dered 
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tiered  their  attempts  inferior  to  the  fagacity  and  refolution  of  nadir, 
till  they  took  the  re.folution  of  killing  him  in  his  own  tent. 

As  to  the  religion  in  Persia,  the  Turks  and  Persians  equally  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  KHORAN  as  firfl:  promulged,  to  be  the  great  law  of  their 
prophet  MAHOMMED  j  but  they  trace  their  ecclefiaflical  divifions,  and  in- 
inveterate  animohties  as  high  as  his  Immediate  fucceflbr.'  Ali  was  ma- 
hommed’s  brother’s  fon,  and  married  to  fatima,  the  daughter  of  that 
falfe  prophet.  From  this  the  Persians  naturally  infer  his  right  to  the 
fucceflion,  which  was  notwitftanding  invaded  by  his  uncles  abubeker, 

'  .OMAR,  and  OSMAN,  the  brothers  of  mahommed,  whofe  ufurpation,  both 
.as  kings  and  prophets,  is  approved  of  by  the  Turks.  At  length  ali  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  the  difpute  might  have  been  loft  in  oblivion,  had  he  made 
.no  difference  in  the  khoran:  yet  this  produced  no  extraordinary  ef¬ 
fects  till  the  14th  century,  when  sheffie,  a  man  of  an  exemplary  life, 
who  pretended  a  regular  defcent  from  ali,  began  to  teach  and  expound 
.the  mahommedan  law,  and  the  do(ftrine  of  ali’s  followers,  in  prefe¬ 
rence  to  the  TURKISH  dodlors  of  divinity  j  this  revived  the  remembrance 
of  the  injury  done  ali  by  his  uncles,  whom  the  Persians  began  to 
xurfe  in  their  public  prayers  :  they  alfo  changed  the  form  of  the  mahom¬ 
medan  creed,  by  giving  ALI  the  title  of  the  friend  of  god.  Thefe 
.'two  fecfts  being  divided,  thofe  who  maintained  the  fucceftion.of  abube¬ 
ker,  OMAR.,  and  OSMAN,  called  themfelves  sunnis,  whilft  the  followers 
of  ALI  took  the  name  of  schias. 

Experience  has  proved  that  it  is  next  to  impoffible  to  keep  mankind  , 
fteady  to  any  form  of  worfliip,  even  Vv^here  they  profefs  the  fame  faith  in 
■effentials ;  and  if  this  is  the  cafe  where  religion  is  founded  in  truth,  as  in 
that  of  CHRIST  ;  it  is  no  wonder  that  fo  abfurd  a  doftrine  as  mahomme- 
DANisM,  profeffed  by  fo  many  millions  of  people,  fpread-over  fuch  a 
•va.ft  trafl  of  country,  fhould  create  divifions  with  regard  to  ceremonials, 
and  the  conftrucftion  of  texts,  in  themfelves  inexplicable  3  nor  is  it  ftrange 
that  this  fhould  produce  national  and  irreconcileable  hatred.  It  muft  fur¬ 
ther  be  obferved,  that  theh  morals  and  true  notions  of  life  having,  in  a 
great  meafure,  given  place  to  a  martial  genius  and  military  fhew,  it  is  eafy 

to 
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to  conceive  the  caufe  of  the  long  and  bloody  wars  which  have  been  carried 
on  between  the  neighbouring  ftates  of  Persia  and  turkey.  It  cannot 
here  be  improper  to  mention  the  method  taken  by  shah  abas  to  make 
a  difference  in  opinion  inftrumental  to  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  his  go¬ 
vernment.  This  prince,  finding  in  his  people  a  great  propenfity  to  rebel¬ 
lion,  gave  ALi  two  names,  and  then  artfully  infinuated,  that  one  ought 
to  be  revered  in  preference  to  the  other  j  thus  he  promoted  fuch  a  diffen- 
tion  among  them  as  brought  both  parties  the  more  eafily  to  make  him 
umpire,  and  fubmit  to  his  government. 

The  PERSIANS  believe  the  mosaic  to  have  been  the  true  religion  be¬ 
fore  CHRIST,  whom  alfo  they  acknowledge  to  be  a  true  prophet,  and 
teacher  fent  from  godj  but  that  the  religion  he  taught  was  contained 
in  a  book  which,  at  mahommed’s  coming,  was  taken  by  the  angel  Ga¬ 
briel  into  heaven,  and  the  khoran  brought  down  in  it’s  Read  j  this  how¬ 
ever  they  do  not  attempt  to  prove.'  They  fay  alfo,  that  jesus  Christ  did 
not  die  upon  the  crofs ;  but  that  another  perfon  was  miraculoufly  brought 
there  in  his  place  j  thus  confeffing  the  truth  of  our  saviour’s  mifiion^ 
but  confounding  it  with  abfurd  fables. 

The  common  people  pray  at  break  of  day,  noon,  and  fun-fet ;  but  the 
HAHDGEES  pray  at  thefe  times,  and  alfo  in  the  afternoon,  and  at  night. 
The  MULLAH,  when  he  goes  to  prayers,  mounts  a  turret  appointed  for 
that  purpofe,  which  over-tops  the  houfes,  from  whence  at  day-break, 
mid-day,  and  evening,  he  invokes  the  fupreme  being,  by  faying  j  “  O 
“  GOD,  there  is  but  one  god^  mahommed  is  his  prophet,  and  ali  his 
friend.”  After  repeating  thefe  words  three  times,  he  makes  a  prayer  to 
this  effecfl  j  “  Glory  be  to  the  fovereign  of  the  univerfe,  and  to  the  judge 
“  of  the  lafi:  day;  we  glorify  thee;  we  befeech  thee  to  affifi:  us  in  our 

necefiities,  to  lead  us  in  thy  ways,  and  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs, 
“  and  to  prevent  our  falling  into  the  fnares  of  perditpn.”  I  never  ob- 
ferved  that  the  Persians  have  any  marks  of  that  falfe  modefly  whicii 
prevails  among  Christians  of  the  beR  fort,  who,  to  avoid  the  imputa¬ 
tion  of  affedation,  or  hypocrify,  are  as  jealous  to  be  feen  on  their  knees, 
-as  afraid  to  coramit  any  criminal  adion.  If  a  bold  inafeuline  piety,  and 
VoL.  I.  U  u  a  fin- 
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a  lincere  awful  fenfe  of  the  fupreme  being  are  very  confiftent  things,  this 
excufe  of  modefty  mull  be  owing  to  an  error  in  education.  The  refervednefs 
of  fonie  CHRISTIANS  is  certainly  carried  to  a  great  excefs  :  I  have  known 
perfons  pious  before  marriage,  confeffedly  negligent  in  their  devotion  after¬ 
wards,  the  prejudices  of  education  being  fuch  as  that  neither  party  chofe  to 
be  feen  on  their  knees ;  and  we  all  know  that  any  negledt  may  grow  into  a 
habit.  Not  fo  does  the  incomparable  milton  paint  our  lirll:  parents;  not 
fo  does  nature  nor  reafon  dictate ;  furely  this  is  not  what  our  saviour  meant 
by  admonifhing  us  to  retire  to  the  clofet ;  and  is  diametrically  oppolite  to 
what  may  be  inferred  from  that  paffage  of  fcripture,  that  the  unbelieving 
party  in  marriage  is  faved  by  the  believer.  Such  an  excefs  of  referve,  if  fuch 
is  common,  rnuft  be  injurious  to  religion,  and  highly  deftrudtive  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  derived  to  mankind  by  the  example  of  piety,  particularly  in  the 
matrimonial  ftate. 

The  PERSIANS  feem  to  be  under  the  influence  of  a  certain  degree  of 
enthufiafm,  without  v/hich  devotion  in  fome  men  is  but  a  languid  oflice  i 
their  imaginations  are  warm,  and  it  is  probable  they  receive  no  common  help 
from  thence.  But  here  it  may  be  afked,  whether  any  degree  of  paflionatc 
warmth  is  warrantable  in  devotion  .L  Whether  it  is  effedtual,  is  alfo  a  point 
about  which  Christian  divines  feem  to  differ  in  their  fentiments.  If 
pafiion  is  effential  to  the  make  and  compofltion  of  man ;  if  experience 
evinces,^ that  hardly  any  of  our  actions  are  devoid  of  paflion  ;  if  the  great 
art  of  human  life  is  not  to  eradicate  the  paflions,  but  to  adopt  the  proper 
objedls  of  them ;  if  mankind  cannot  think  fo  abftradtedly  as  a  pure  ef¬ 
fort  of  unmixed  reafon  implies ;  I  prefume  it  follows,  that  some  degree 
of  paflion  is  warrantable  in  devotion ;  that  degree  will  depend  on  the 
different  turn  of  men’s  minds,  and  we  may  leave  the  great  objedl  of 
our  devotion  to  determine  the  reft.  If  god  is  the  common  parent  and  uni- 
verfal  friend  of  mankind,  we  muft  be  affedted  towards  him,  with  all  the 
energy  of  the  foul,  which  cannot  be  exerted  without  the  afliftance  of  our 
paflions  :  and  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  towards  different  objedts 
the  fame  paflions  affedl  us  differently.  We  muft  learn  to  think  conflft- 
ently  of  the  fupreme  being,  but  leave  nature  to  herfelf  with  regard  to  the 

manner 
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manner  of  the  operation  of  thofe  paffions,  and  not  refine  the  thing  away. 
Further,  if  the  great  objedl  of  all  the  powers  and  faculties  of  the  foul  is 
GOD;  if  hope,  and  fear,  and  love,  as  paflions,  belong  to  any  thing  more 
than  mere  fenfitive  life,  the  exercife  of  them  is  due  to  the  great  author 
of  qature,  and  confequently  ought  to  be  employed  in  our  addrefles  to  him; 
for  thefe,  by  their  happy  mixture,  under  the  influence  and  guidance  of 
reafon,  conftitute  that  pafllonate  warmth  which,  I  prefume,  is  not  only 
warrantable,  but  in  many  minds  eflential.  And  can  it  with  any  confiflency 
be  thought,  that  our  saviour’s  prayer  in  his  passion,  as  properly  called, 
was  devoid  of  the  paflion  we  are  now  fpeaking  of ;  if  it  was  not,  it  will 
follow,  that  in  proportion  to  the  earneftnefs  of  our  petitions  to  heaven, 
there  will  be  a  mixture  of  paflion,  though  reafon  may  at  the  fame  time  be 
fupported  in  its  full  flrength. 

To  return  to  the  Persian  manner  of  devotion:  after  wafhing  them- 
felves,  and  combing  their  beards,  they  often  count  beads  on  a  firing  as  is 
thecuflom  of  fome  CHRisTfANs,  and  probably  learnt  of  the  mahomme- 
DANS.  At  certain  parts  of  their  prayer  they  Hand,  then  kneel,  -and  then 
proftrating  themfelves  on  the  earth,  fet  their  foreheads  on  a  bit  of  clay, 
about  the  fize  of  a  crown- piece,  fuppofed  to  be  brought  from  Mecca, 
and  confequently  to  have  a  charm.  They  always  carry  it  about  them, 
tied  to  the  upper  part  of  their  arm.  They,  as  well  as  the  Christians, 
make  their  prayers  long,  in  contradicflion  to  the  experience  of  man¬ 
kind,  how  laborious  a  talk  it  is  to  keep  all  the  faculties  of  the  foul  awake 
for  a  fhort  interval.  “  Let  thy  words  be  few,”  is  an  admonition  wellfuited 
to  the  weaknefs  of  human  nature;  though  the  obfervanceof  it  may  argue 
the  flrength  of  the  underflanding.  It  is  a  fhrewd  remark,  that  there  is  a 
great  difference  between  praying,  and  faying  of  prayers ;  and  that  we 
ought  not  to  expeft  that  god  will  attend  to  our  prayers,  if  we  do  not  at¬ 
tend  to  them  ourfelves.  Befides,  if  a  life  fpent  in  the  fear  of  god,  and 
obedience  to  his  laws,  is  one  continued  prayer  to  him  ;  will  he  require  a 
multiplicity  of  words  ?  Will  he  demand  a  longer  attention  than  the  mind' 
is  capable  of,  or  the  duties  of  life  will  permit  ?  I  do  not  mean  by  this  re¬ 
mark,  to  lend  any  affiflance  in  countenancing  the  indolence  and  impiety 

U  u  2  which 
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which  reigns  fo  much  among  feme  Christians,  but  to  recommend  an 
aweful  approach  of  the  deity;  and  in  our  private  addrefles  to  him,  tofpeiid 
as  much  time  in  preparing  the  mind,  as  in  the  addrefs  itfelf,  and  not  de- 
ftroy  the  dignity;  and,  as  we  may  fear,  the  efficacy  of  the  duty,  by  a  care- 
■lefs  and  abrupt  intrulion  into  the  more  immediate  prefence  of  the  aw^eful 
majefty  of  heaven. 

The  MAHOMMEDANS  having  certain  dated  hours  for  prayer,  are  pun- 
diual  in  the  obfervance  of  this  duty,  and,  to  all  appearance,  perform  it 
with  more  attention  than  the  Christians  generally  do :  and  though  the 
PERSIANS  are  become  fo  extremely  immoral,  yet  they  give  one  proof  of 
religion  vaftly  fuperior  to  the  Christians  :  for  I  never  could  obferve, 

,  that  they  mentioned  the  name  of  the  fupreme  being,  except  upon  folema 
occafions,  or  at  lead  in  a  refpedtful  manner. 

The  PERSIANS  have  fome  of  the  Jewish  rites  among  them;  and  alfo- 
this  peculiarity,  that  when  they  pray,  they  never  permit  the  image  of  any 
ienfible  objedt  to  be  before  them  ;  nor  is  it  permitted  to  pray  with  any  thing; 
of  gold  about  them,  as  if  it  was  efteemed  an  objedf  of  idolatry.  They 
invoke  the  interceffion  of  the  departed  fouls  of  fome  of  their  prophets 
and  pious  men^ 

As  to  fuperftition,  I  have  already  given  numerous  indances  how  in¬ 
clined  the  PERSIANS  are  to  it:  A  mahommedan  is  offended  if  a  perfon 
applies  to  any  mean  ufe  a  written  paper,  led  it  fhould  contain  the  name 
of  the  fupreme  being.  This  may  plead  in  it’s  excufe  that  reverence 
which  all  mankind  owe  to  the  deity;  but  for  their  other  fuperditions, 
they  are  for  the  mod  part  much  lefs  confident :  as  for  indance,  a  ma¬ 
hommedan,  dridly  fpeaking,  is  not  only  defiled  by  the  touch  of  any 
thing  belonging  to  a  hog,  but  even,  they  fay,  by  a  dice,  when  it  is  made 
by  an  end  where  a  hogs  bridle  has  been  ufed. 

1  The  MAHOMMEDANS  liave  numerous  fedtaries,  as  well  as  the  Chris¬ 
tians,  Nadir  was  no  bigot,  nor  in  the  lead  given  to  fuperdition  :  on 
.the  contrary,  he  expofed  the  blunders  of  their  favourite  prophet  ali,  and 
even  of  mahommed,  and  the  fallacies  of  many  popular  opinions,  of  which 
1  fhall  have  occalion  to  mention  more  hereafterr 
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The  external  obligations  of  juftice  and  charity  are  oftentimes  overlooked 
among  the  mahommedans,  as  well  as  among  people  of  a  better  religion; 
they  have  found  out  the  art  of  cheating  their  own  fouls,  by  endeavouring  tO' 
reconcile  religion  and  opprellion.  Extortion  is  forbidden  by  the  mahom- 
MEDAN  law;  but  fuppofe  a  neceffitous  perfon  wants  20  crowns  for  2  or 
3  months  only ;  there  are  many  inftances  of  requiring  a  quarter  of  a  bat¬ 
man  of  filk,  which,  at  the  common  value,  is  4  crowns.  The  obligation 
is  made  thus ;  Having  lent  fuch  a  perfon  fo  much,  I  buy  of  him  fuch 
a  thing,  for  which  I  am  to  pay  fo  much.  Thus  they  reconcile  what 
would  otherwife  be  efteemed  a  grofs  violation  of  their  law. 

The  PERSIANS  have  folar  and  lunar  years,  by  which  they  regulate 
their  different  concerns.  The  new  years  day  of  their  folar  year  is  on 
the  tenth  of  March ;  but  their  moveable  feafts  and  fafts  depend  on  the 
lunar  year.  They  have  two  great  fafts,  which,  they  fay,  were  command¬ 
ed  by  GOD,  who  gave  mahommed  orders  to  inftitute  them  for  the  expia¬ 
tion  of  their  fins  :  in  this  time  they  eat  nothing  in  the  day,  but  at  night 
■  they  make  two  or  three  meals  of  the  fame  kind  of  food  as  ufual.  As  to' 
the  other  divifions  of  time,  their  weeks  are  the  fame  as  ours,  and  their 
days  confifl  of  24  hours,  which  they  reckon  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 

ITALIANS* 

The  TURKISH  language  is  the  mod:  common  in  Persia;  it  prevails^ 
on  the  fouthern  coafl  ofthe  Caspian,  as  well  as  in  thofe  provinces  which 
were  formerly  conquered  by  the  turks,  as  shirvan  and  adereeitzan  ; 
but  the  illiterate  people  fpeak  a  barbarous  mixture ;  and  I  obferved  a  diffe¬ 
rent  dialed  in  ghilan  and  mazanderan:  the  pure  persic  is  little 
known  but  in  the  fouthern  parts,  on  the  coafl  of  the  Persian  gulph, 
and  the  confines  of  Arabia  ;  but  particularly  in  Isfahan.  In  matters 
of  learning  they  ufe  the  araeian  language,  in  which  is  depofited  the 
greatefl  part  of  that  knowledge  for  which  the  Persians  were  once  dif- 
tinguifhed:  and  the  politer  people  are  fond  of  Arabian  words,  which 
renders  their  difcourfe  the  lefs  intelligible  to  men  of  inferior  rank.  The- 


*  Which  they  call  krvrouz. 
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learned  languages,  familiar  to  Europeans,  are  not  known  amongfl  them. 
As  time  feems  to  have  made  no  change  in  the  cuRoms  of  asia,  but  the 
fame  manners  remain  as  we  read  of  two  thoufand  years  ago,  fo  the  lan¬ 
guage,  particularly  of  the  Persians,  has  the  fame  idiom  and  fublimity  of 
expredion. 

They  write  as  the  Hebrews,  from  the  right  to  the  left;  and  often 
range  their  lines  in  an  arbitrary  manner ;  fo  that  upon  one  leaf  of  paper 
they  fometimes  write  in  ten  different  dired:ions,  and  this  only  to  fhew  the 

writers  ability  in  obferving  the , proportion  of  words  and  lines  in  each. 

✓ 

The  want  of  curiofity,  even  in  fome  of  their  people  of  diflindlion,  is  ve¬ 
ry  remarkable :  it  is  true,  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  are  of  mean  parentage 
and  education,  and  are  fallen  very  low  in  point  of  knowledge,  though  they 
have  good  natural  parts :  this  is  indeed  the  lefs  furprizing,  as  reading,  the 
firfl:  dep  to  knowledge,  of  late  years  has  been  as  little  taught  to  thofe  bred 
to  arms,  as  to  the  vulgar ;  we  may  fay,  it  is  more  peculiar  to  the  mullahs. 
They  alfo  fall  into  a  great  abfurdity  in  their  manner  of  indrudling ;  I  have 
obferved  their  boys  reading  leffons  out  of  theKHORAN  in  ARABic,which  they 
do  not  underftand;  and,  to  add  to  this  farce,  as  they  fit,  they  make  a  motion 
with  their  head  and  body,  alledging  that  this  helps  ftudy:  thus  does  affec¬ 
tation  fupply  the  place  of  real  learning.  They  acknowledge  that  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  have  two  eyes,  and  themfelves  but  one ;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
we  have  knowledge,  and  an  univerfal  fkill  in  arts  and  fciences,  to  many 
of  which  they  are  entire  firangers ;  and,  if  I  miflake  not,  their  prefent  me¬ 
thod  of  education  is  not  likely  to  remove  this  evil. 

Thus  the  revolutions  of  time,  and  the  changes  to  which  human  affairs 
are  fubjed:,  in  confequence  of  men’s  iniquity,  have  involved  thofe  nations 
in  ignorance,  who  once  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  which  could  grace  and 
adorn  human  nature,  and  were  diflinguifhed  as  patterns  of  learning  and 
politenefs. 
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ATT  E  M  P  T  S 

Made  to  open  a  TRADE  to 

KHIEVA  and  BOKHARA 

'IN  M  DCC  X  L. 

WITH  A 

JOURNEY  along  the  weftern  coaft  of  the  CASPIAN 

in  1746. 

I  CHAP.  Lll. 

BRITISH  faSfors  in  Russia  attempt  to  open  a  new  trade  into  indepen^ 
dent  TARTARY  5  with  the  fever al  adventures  that  befel  them,. 

AS  I  am  now  on  my  departure  from  Persia,  I  fliall  introduce  the' 
journals  of  fome  other  travellers  on  the  eaflern  and  weftern  coaft  of 
the  CASPIAN,  particularly  as  thefe  gentlemen  were  perfonally  known  to  me, 
and  had  a  connexion  with  the  affairs  of  the  Russia  company  :  to  thefe  I 
fhall  join  Mr.  van  mierop’s  journal  to  mesched.  As  thefe  journals  are 
notverbofe,  and  their  authority  is  good,  they  muft  afford  fome  fatisfadiion 
to  the  curious.  It  may  be  obferved,  that  half  the  pleafure  in  this  kind  of 
reading,  is  to  compare  the  relation  with  the  map,  and  render  that  an 
objedt  of  fenfe,  which  is  otherwife  abftraded.  This  method  helps  at 
leaft  in  fixing  the  idea  of  the  thing  related  in  a  more  permanent  de¬ 
gree. 

Whilft  jMr.  ELTON  was  ufing  his  endeavours  for  opening  a  trade  over, 
the  CASPIAN  fea,  Mr.  george  Thompson  and  Mr.  Reynold  hogg- 
undertook  to  eftablifh  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  khieva,  Bokhara,, 

and. 
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and  other  parts  of  tartary,  of  which  they  give  the  following  account. 

On  the  26th  of  February  1740,  we  fet  out  from  St.  Petersburg  with  a 
‘‘  fmall  quantity  of  goods,  expelling  to  return  by  the  end  of  the  enfuing 
“  winter.  Our  intention  was  to  learn,  if  any  trade  could  be  carried  on 
“  amongft  the  tartars,  particularly  thofe  of  khieva  and  Bokhara. 

“  Faffing  through  the  cities  of  mosco,  volodimur,  murom,  and  ar- 
SAMAS,  April  the  6th  we  arrived  at  samara,  which  is  fituated  on  the 
“  eaft-fide  of  the  Volga,  at  the  diftance  of  1800  werds  ^  from  St.  peters- 
“  BURG.  Samara  being  the  lad  place  in  Russia  in  our  rout,  we  procured 
‘‘  the  neceffary  difpatches  of  the  governor,  who  had  the  command  of  the 
“  TARTAR  expedition.  The  12  th  of  June  we  proceeded  on  our  journey 
“  under  a  convoy,  and  travelling  fouth-ead  in  a  beaten  road  through  a 
defert  300  werds,  we  arrived  the  17th  at  yaeik,  a  town  belonging  to 
the  COSSACKS,  who  are  fubje(d:s  of  Russia.  Here  we  changed  our 
“  EUROPEAN  for  TARTAR  habits,  and  providing  ourfelves  with  camels, 
horfes,  and  other  neceffiaries,  we  difcharged  our  Russian  attendants. 
It  was  not  without  the  utmod  difficulty  that  we  perfuaded  fome  khal- 
“  MUCKS  and  tartars  to  engage  in  our'fervice  :  the  cossacks  of  the 
YAEIK  abfolutely  refufed,  giving  us  many  indances  of  the  didredes  of 
“  their  own  people,  who  had  been  plundered  and  made  daves  in  attempt- 
“  ing  to  go  to  KHIEVA  ;  but  we  were  refolved  to  encounter  all  difficulties. 
“  A  chief  of  the  kirgeese  tartars  had  fent  us  two  perfons  as  guides; 
“  and  we  dattered  ourfelves  that  the  authority  of  their  chief,  would  be  an 
“  inducement  to  their  ddelity  in  our  defence. 

“  Finding  other  kirgeese,  who  were  returning  home  from  yaeik 
‘‘  with  merchandize,  we  joined  them,  making  in  all  about  twenty  perfons 
“  on  horieback ;  our  goods  were  loaden  on  camels.  The  26th  of  June  we 
fet  out  on  our  journey,  and  travelled  due  ead  about  60  werds  every  day, 
‘‘  through  a  defert  without  any  road  or  path ;  the  tartars  directing 
their  courfe  by  remarkable  hills  and  rivulets,  well  known  to  them.  We 
were  obliged  to  keep  watch  night  and  day,  knowing  that  when 
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parties  meet,  the  weakefl,  even  if  they  are  of  the  fame  horda^,  are 
fubjedl  to  many  inconvcniencies,  and  if  they  are  of  different  hordas, 
they  kill  thofe  who  are  advanced  in  age,  and  make  flaves  of  the  young 


people.  ' 


On  the  yth  of  July  we  perceived  a  party  at  a  diflance,  and  our  com- 
panions  purfued,  and  took  three  khal mucks,  with  feven  horfes.  This 
“  was  efteemed  a  legal, 'and  a  valuable  prize,  and  was  attended  with  this 
“  further  advantage,  that  we  procured  intelligence  of  the  horda  we  were 
“  in  quefl  of. 


July  the  I  ith,  We  fell  in  with  a  party  of  kirgeese,  with  whom  mod 
“  of  our  company  remained;  fo  that  we  were  conftrained  to  continue  our 
“  journey  with  our  two  guides  only.  We  proceeded  north-ead  till  tlie 
“  i6th,  when  we  arrived  near  the  horda  of  our  friend,  jean  beek 
“  eater  ;  he  made  us  the  compliment  of  fending  his  fon,  with  feveral 
“  other  relations,  to  meet  us,  who  condud:ed  us  the  next  day  to  his  ka- 
“  BiTKA  Orr  reckoning  our  didance,  we  found  it  800  werds  from  the 
“  river  yaeik.  This  tart AR-chief  was  fitting  on  a  carpet  in  his  tent; 

he  rofe,  and  bid  us  welcome,  and  making  us  fit  down  with  him,  he 
‘‘  took  a  large  difh  of  kumeese  ^  which  he  drank,  and  made  us  do  the 
“  fame.  We  gave  him  fome  fmall  prefents,  which  he  immediately  divided 
“  amongd  the  company.  Some  days  after  we  made  him  a  more  valuable 
“  prefent,  telling  him  that  our  defign  in  going  to  khieva,  was  to  fix 
“  and  carry  on  a  trade  there ;  in  which,  if  we  fucceeded,  we  fhould  bring 
much  larger  cargoes  ;  and  then  it  would  be  more  in  our  power  to  re- 
“  quite  him  for  all  his  favours  :  in  anfwer  to  which  he  affured  us,  that  we 
might  command  all  the  fervice  in  his  power,  to  forward  our  defign ;  and 
infifted  that  we  fhould  continue  with  him  till  the  extreme  heat  was  abat- 
ed,  and  refrefh  our  cattle,  which,  from  hard  travelling,  were  in  a  very 
“  weak  condition. 


‘‘  The  KIRGEESE  TARTARS  poffefs  a  very  extenfive  trad:  of  land,  hav- 
ing  the  bashkeert  tartars  to  the  north,  the  black  khalmucks^' 

^  A  tribe  of  tartars.  '  Tent  of  the  nature  already  defcribed  to  be  in  ufe  among  th^ 

KHALMucKs.  ^  Marc’s  milk  fermented. 
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“  with  the  city  of  tashcund  to  the  eaft,  the  karakulpack  tartars 
and  the  aral  lake  to  the  fouth,  and  the  river  yaeik  to  the  weft.  They 
are  divided  into  three  hordas,  under  the  government  of  a  khan. 
“  That  part  which  borders  on  the  Russian  dominions,  was  under  the  au- 
“  thority  of  jean  seek,  ’whofe  name  on  all  occalions  was  honoured  with 
“  the  title  of  eater  ^ 

“  They  live  in  tents  made  of  wooden  ftakes,  and  covered  with  a  felt 
“  of  camel’s  hair  j  this  they  fix  or  remove  with  great  eafe,  whenever  they 
“  change  their  quarters,  and  they  never  ftay  above  two  or  three  days  in  a 
place.  They  feed  on  horfe-fiefli,  mutton,  and  venifon,  and  drink  fer- 
“  merited  mare’s  milk  to  excefs ;  fo  that  they  often  intoxicate  themfelves 
“  with  it.  They  have  no  grain,  nor  any  kind  of  bread.  When  they  go 
“  upon  an  expedition  they  take  a  fmall  quantity  of  cheefe,  which  they  call 
“  CRUTE;  this  being  diftolved  in  water,  is  their  chief  fuftenance  during 
“  their  journey.  Money  is  hardly  known  among  them  3  their  riches  con- 
“  lift  in  cattle,  fox,  and  wolf  furrs,  which  they  exchange  wdth  their  neigh- 
“  hours  for  cloaths,  and  other  neceftaries.  What  little  religion  they  have, 
is  MAHOMMEDANiSM,  and  their  language  has  a  great  affinity  with  that 
of  the  TURKS.  They  are  a  ftrong  robuft  people,  but  rude,  ignorant,  and 
“  treacherous.  They  are  very  civil  to  ftrangers,  whilft  thefe  continue  under 
“  their  protection ;  for  they  efteem  it  the  greateft  difhonour  to  affront  a 
‘‘  gueft : '  but  no  fooner  is  he  departed,  than  his  profeffed  friend  and  pro- 
“  teCtor  will  fometimes  be  the  firft  perfon  to  rob  him,  and  happy  if  he  ef- 
“  capes  without  being  made  a  Have. 

“  Thefe  kirgeese  tartars  have  very  little  fenfe  of  many  atrocious 
“  crimes,  particularly  robbery.  Their  ordinary  puniffiment  in  this  cafe, 
is  only  reftitution  to  the  perfon  robbed  5  and  for  murder  the  lofs  of  their 
goods :  fometimes  indeed  for  the  latter,  the  criminal  and  his  whole  fa- 
“  mily,  are  delivered  up  into  flavery  to  the  relations  of  the  deceafed. 

“  We  remained  with  jean  beek,  and  travelled  in  his  company  till  the 
“  8th  of  Auguft,  when  we  found  ourfelves  in  the  latitude  of  51  five 

^  Tills  word  fignifies  hero. 

‘  days 
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“  days  journey  to  the  eafl  foiith-eaft  of  Orenburg.  This  city  was  lately 
“  built  by  the  Russians,  as  a  barrier  againft  the  kirgeese  and  kara- 
.  “  KULPACK  tartars  and  likewife  with  a  view  of  opening  a  trade 

“  with  them  for  furrs,  gpld-duft,  and  rhubarb. 

“  Having  received  directions  from  jean  beek,  and  taking  one  of  his 

relations  for  our  guide,  we  joined  a  caravan  of  kirgeese  and  turku- 
‘‘  MAN  TARTARS,  about  fixty  in  number.  With  thefe  we  travelled  fouth- 
««  weft  near  50  werfts  a  day  for  eight  days  :  we  met  feveral  parties,  but  re- 
“  ceived  no  harm  from  them  3  although  feveral  turkumans  joined  us, 
‘‘  who,  after  having  been  robbed  of  theii\effeCts,  had  with  great  difficulty 
“  efcaped  with  their  lives. 

‘‘Auguft  the  6thj  we  reached  the  aral  lake,  which  is  reckoned  22  days 
“journey  from  Orenburg,  and  12  from  the  river  yaeik.-  We  travelled 
“  fouth  along  a  very  high  and  rocky  ftiore,  where  we  were  fcarce  able  to 
‘‘  get  any  water  once  in  two  days  3  and  this  was  fo  bitter  and  fait,  that 
“  neceffity  only  obliged  us  to  drink  of  it.  The  karakulpacks  inhabit 
“  the  eaft  fhore  of  this  lake,  where  the  river  sirr  falls  into  it,  and  the 
“  ARAL  TARTARS  the  fouth  ftiorc,  where  it  receives  the  great  river  amo. 
“  The  latter  ufe  only  fmall  fifhing  boats,  and  never  venture  far  from  the 
“  ftiore.  It  is  faid  that  a  perfon  cannot  conveniently  ride  round  this 
“  lake  in  lefs  than  35  days,  being  computed  above  1000  English 
“  miles.  There  are  abundance  of  wild  horfes,  afles,  antelopes,  and 
“  wolves  3  here  is  alfo  a  very  fierce  creature,  called  jolbart,  not  un¬ 
-like  a  tyger,  which  the  tartars  fay  is  of  fuch  prodigious  ftrength 
“  as  to  carry  off  a  horfe. 

“  September  the  3d,  we  left  the  lake,  and  arrived  at  a  valley  full  of 
“  brufh-wood,  and  almoft  knee  deep  of  ftagnated  water.  We  were  in- 
“  formed  that  this  was  the  channel  of  the  river  oxus,  which  had  run  betwixt 

s  In  1748  and  1749  thefe  tartars  brought  about  40,000!.  value  in  filver,  and  drove  a  confide- 
rable  trade  with  the  Russians;  the  greateft  part  of  this  filver  was  the  plunder  of  the  Persian  camp 
in  1747,  on  the  occafion  of  the  maflacre  of  nadir  shah. 
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“the  ARAL  lake  and  the  Caspian  fea;  but  was  flopped  up  by  the' 
TARTARS  many  ages  fince^. 

“  The  5th,  we  came  to  the  city  jurgantz,  which  appeared  to  have 
“  been  a  large  place  j  but  now  was  entirely  in  ruins,  no  otlier  building  re- 
“  maining  than  a’  mofque.  Here  our  company  were  very  devout:  they 
“  offered  their  prayers  to  heaven  for  their  fafe  journey,  and  then  went  in- 
“  fearch  of  gold,  which  they  faid,  they  had  frequently  found  waflied  out  by 
the  rains  from  amongfl  the  ruins  of  this  city.  We  travelled  on  fouth-eafl 
till  the  8tli,  when  we  arrived  at  fome  villages  belonging  to  the  tartars 
of  KHiEVA.  On  the  9th,  our  company  left  us,  and  with  our  guide  on- 
ly  we  proceeded  due  weft  9  hours,  and  reached  the  city  of  khieva, 
“  which  is  17  days  journey  diftant  from  the  Caspian  fea,  and  from  oren-- 
BURG  33,.  computing  a  day’s  journey  to  be  40  Russian  werfts‘.- 

“  We  took  our  lodgings  in  a  caravanferai,  which  was  a  very  mean  build-^- 
“  ing.  Here  our  goods  and  baggage  were  immediately  fearched  and  va>. 
“  lued,  for  which  we  paid  duty  5  per  cent.  We  had  then  full  liberty 
to  fell  them  y  but  we  could  not  difpofe  of  a  fufficient  value  to  maintain 
“  ourfelves  and  our  cattle  :  for  nadir  shah,  who  was  then  on  his  return 
“  from  INDIA,  was  expected  to  make  this  place  a  vifit  5  fo  that  it  was  our 
“  misfortune  to  arrive  when  the  ftate  began  to  be  in  great  confufion.  The 
“  people  were  fo  infatuated  as  to  think  themfelves  a  match  for  the  per- 
“  siANS;  but  when  they  heard  that  the  shah  was  with  them  in  perfon, 
“  they  were  greatly  terrified. 

“  A  few  days  after  our  arrival,  one  of  the  kirgeese  came  to  us  by 
“  night  from  our  guide,  and  informed  us,  that  if  we  confulted  our  own 
“  fafety,  we  muft  return  immediately ;  that  the  company  we  had  parted 
“  with  on  the  9th,  had  been  plundered  by  the  turkumans,  and  feveral 
“  of  them  killed  j  that  they  durft  not  ftay  longer  in  thefe  parts  5  but  were 
“  refolved  to  make  up  their  lofs  on  the  road  by  reprifals.  Finding  he 
“  made  no  impreffion  on  us,  he  took  his  leave,  promifing  to  return  in  the 
“  fpring,  in  company  with  our  guide,  if  the  country  was  in  peace.  Kiii- 


*  See  p.^ge  135. 


^  27  ENGLISH  miles. 


EVA 
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"  EVA  lies  in  the  latitude  of38  ^,and  is  the  refidence  of  a  khan.  It  is  fituated 
‘‘  on  a  rifing  ground,  has  three  gates,  and  is  defended  by  a  ftrong  wall  of 
"  earth,  very  thick,  and  much  higher  than  the  houfes ;  it  has  turrets  at' 
"  fmall  diftances,  and  a  broad  deep  ditch  full  of  water.  The  place  is 
^  large,  but  the  houfes  are  low,  the  greateft  part  of  them  being  built  with' 
**  mud;  the  roofs  are  flat,  and  covered  with  earth.  It  commands  a  pleafant 
profpedt  of  the  adjacent  plains,  which,  by  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants,^ 
“  are  rendered  very  fertile. 

“  The  dominions  of  khieva  are  of  fo  fmall  extent,  that  a  perfon  may' 
ride  ruuiid  them  in  three  days ;  it  has  five  walled  cities,  all  within  half 
a  day’s  journey  of  each  other.  The  khan  is  abfolute,  and  entirely  in-' 
“  dependent  of  any  other  power,  except  the  mullah  bashi,  or  high-* 
prieft,  by  whom  he  is  controled.  The  kievinski  tartars  differ 
“  very  little  from  the  kirgeese;  but  furpafs  them  in  cunning  and  trea- 
“  chery.  Their  manners  are  the  fame,  only  that  the  kirgeese  live  ia 
“  tents,  whilfl:  the  others  inhabit  cities  and  villages.  Their  only  trade  is  with 
BOKHARA  and  PERSIA,  whither  they  carry  cattle,  furrs,  and  hides,  all 
“  which  they  have  from  the  kirgese  and  Turkoman  tartars,  who 
“  often  prove  very  troublefome  neighbours  to  them.  The  place  itfelf 
“  produces  little  more  than  cotton,  lamb-furrs,  of  a  very  mean  quality;  and. 
“  a- fmall  quantity  of  raw  filk,  fome  of  which  they  manufacture. 

“  The  confumption  of  European  cloth,  and  other  commodities,  is  in- 
“  confiderable,  as  is  the  whole  trade  of  this  place ;  fo  that  no  profit  can 
‘‘  be  expected  any  ways  proportioned  to  the  rifque.  The  duty  on  ail 
goods  belonging  to  Christians  is  5  per  cent,  and  to  all  others  who  are' 
“  not  of  the  mahommedan  faith  :  but  on  the  goods  of  mahommedans 
“  only  2  X  per  cent.  The  whole  revenue  arifing  to  the  khan  does  not 
“  amount  to  100  ducats  yearly.  Their  coin  is  ducats  of  gold,  each  weigh- 
ing  one  muscal,  or  3  penny-weight  English;  alfo  tongas,  a 
fmall  piece  of  copper, ^of  wliich  1 500  are  equal  to  a  ducat.  Their  weights 
“  are  the  great  batman  equal  to  18  lb.  Russian,  and  the  lelfer  batman 
“  9  ^3  which  they  divide  into  halves,  quarters,  and  fmaller  parts.  ■  Their 
meafure  is  called  caz,  equal  to  12  inches  English.” 


Thefe ' 
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Thefe  fadors  remained  in  khieva  till  the  15th  of  December,  the  per* 
siANS  having  in  the  interim  taken  pofTeffion  of  this  place,  the  particulars 
of  which  1  lliall  infert  in  the  life  of  nadir.  The  fmall  quantity  of  goods 
which  they  had  with  them,  were  fold  to  the  Persians  ;  but  not  being  able 
to  recover  the  money,  Mr.  hogg  was  obliged  to  remain  there,  intending 
to  return  home  by  the  fame  rout  he  came,  whilft  Mr.  Thompson  pro- ' 
ceeded  to  Bokhara,  defigning  to  return  home  through  Persia,  and  over 
the  CASPIAN  fea.  The  tartars  whom  Mr.  hogg  expedled  as  a  con¬ 
voy,  having  been  attacked  by  the  Turkomans,  v/ere  driven  back  to  their 
own  countiy,  except  thofe  who  loft  their  lives  in  a  fldrmifh.  Flence  it  was  not 
till  the  6th  of  April  1741,  that  he  left  khieva,  and  finding  that  the  Tur¬ 
komans  were  roving  upon  the  wefiern  fide  of  the  aral  lake,  he  pafiTed  the 
AMO,  and  travelling  eafiward  to  the  country  of  the  kharakhulpacks, 
in  fifteen  days  he  eroded  the  river  sirr,  which  falls  into  that  lake,  and 
thence  proceeding  in  fearch  of  jean  bee k,  jhe  chief  of  theiciRGEESE 
TARTARS,  he  was  fet  upon  by  feventeen  of  them,  and  plundered,  nar¬ 
rowly  efcaping  with  his  life.  He  found  means  however  to  make  his  com¬ 
plaint  to  jean  beek,  who  was  gone  upon  an  expedition  againfl:  the 
black  KHALMUCKS,  and  obtained  refbitution  of  part  of  what  he  had  been 
robbed  of,  with  a  promife  of  the  remainder,  which  was  never  fulfilled.  It 
was  as  good  fortune  as  he  could  expedt  to  get  fafe  to  Orenburg  ;  and 
from  thence  in  the  next  fpring  he  arrived  in  St.  Petersburg,  to  the  great 
fatisfa£lion  of  his  friends. 

N 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  whom  we  left  proceeding  to  Bokhara,  gave  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  of  the  remainder  of  his  journey:  “  I  went  to  azarist, 
the  lafi:  city  in  the  dominions  of  khieva,  and  the  caravan  which  I  had 
joined,  crolfed  the  amo  in  boats  :  we  travelled  five  days  along  the 
“  eaftern  banks  of  that  river  j  then  we  provided  a  fupply  of  water,  and 
entered  a  fandy  defert,  taking  very  little  reft  till  our  arrival  at  bo- 

KHARA. 


“  This  is  a  large  and  populous  city,  lying  in  the  latitude  394  three  days 
‘‘  journey  to  the  northward  of  the  river  amo  :  it  is  the  refidence  of  the 

KHAN,  who  is  entirely  abfolute,  though  his  power  extends  very  little  be- 

“  yond 
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“  yond  the  city.  The  adjacent  country  is  called  turkistan,  and  is  go- 
“  verned  by  feveral  seeks,  or  chiefs,  v,/ho  are  wholly  independent  of  each 
“  other,  as  well  as  of  the  khan  of  Bokhara. 


“  The  town  is  fituated  on  a  riling  ground,  with  a  flender  wall  of 
“  earth,  and  a  dry  ditch :  the  houfes  are  low,  and  moftly  built  of  mud  : 
“  but  the  caravanferais  and  the  mofques,  which  are  numerous,  are  all  of 
“  brick :  the  bazars,  or  market-places,  have  been  ftately  buildings,  but 
“  are  now  the  greateft  part  of  them  in  ruins ;  thefe  are  generally  built  of 
“  brick  and  flone.  Here  is  alfo  a  {lately  building  of  the  fame  materials, 
“  appropriated  for  the  education  of  prieils,  who  receive  very  confiderable 
profits  by  their  public  difcourfes  on  the  different  points  of  their  reli- 
‘‘  gion,  which  is  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Turks.  They  differ  from  the- 
“  PERSIANS,  not  only  in  regard  to  mahommed’s  fucceffor,  but  in  par- 
“  ticular  ceremonies:'  their  hatred  to  the  Persians  is  much  greater 
than  to  the  Christians,  and  they  efleem  themfelves  equally  unclean 
“  by  touching  either  of  them  3  never  omitting  to  wafh  themfelves  imme- 
“  diately  after  leaving  their  company. 


‘‘  The  place  is  not  efleemed  unhealthy  as  to  the  air  and  foil  j  but  thei^ 

water  is  fo  very  bad,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  are  confined  feveral 

‘‘  months  in  the  fummer  by  worms  in  their  flefli,  which  they  call  rish- 

“  T  as  :  fome  of  thefe,  when^taken  out  of  their  bodies,  prove  to  be  above 

“  40  inches  long.  There  are  alfo  ferpents  and  fcorpions  which  infefl  their^ 

“  houfes,  and  are  very  venomous ;  the  fling  of  the  fcorpion  caufes  great 

“  pain,  and  fometimes  death  :  the  moil  effectual  remedy  they  find  for  the 

/ 

“  immediate  cure  of  this  diflemper  is  to  bruife  the  fcorpion,  and  apply  it 
“  to  the  wound.  '  v 


“  The  inhabitants  of  this  city  are  more  civilized  and  polite  than  thofe 
“  of  KHIEVA  3  but  they  are  alfo  cowardly,  cruel,  effeminate,  and  extreme- 
“  ly  perfidious.  Great  numbers  of  jews  and  Arabians  frequent  this 
“  place  3  though  they  are  much  opprefied,  and  often  dcpriv'ed  of  their 
“  whole  poffeffions  by  the  khan,  or  his  attendants,  who  feize  them  at 
their  pleafure  3  and  notwithflanding  they  pay  mofl  heavy  taxes,  it  is  cri- 
“  minal  in  them  to  be  rich. 


The 
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“  The  trade  of  Bokhara  is  much  declined  from  what  it  was  former- 
ly  :  their  produd  is  cotton,  lamb-furrs,  down,  rice,  and  cattle ;  and  they 
manufadure  foap,  cotton-yarn,  and  callicoe,  which  they  carry  to  Persia, 
“  and  receive  returns  in  all  forts  of  manufadtures  of  that  country  j  fuch  as 
■“  velvet,  filk,  cloth,  and  fafhes :  woollen-cloth  is  alfo  brought  hither  from 
“  PE  RSI  A,  as  likewife  fhalloons,  indigo,  coral,  and  cochineal.  They  have  rhu- 
“  barb,  muik,  and  caftorium,  and  many  other  valuable  drugs  from  the  black 
“  KHALMUCKS  and  TASHCUND.  Formerly  they  received  lapis-lazuli, 
“  and  other  precious  hones,  from  eiddukhshan,  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
try  of  that  name,  which  is  computed  fixteen  days  journey  from  bo- 
KHARA.  But  the  late  wars,  and  the  frequent  robberies  on  the  roads 
‘‘  make  it  difficult  to  procure  any  of  thefe  commodities fo  that  they  are 
“  carried  through  another  channel.  The  khan  and  his  officers  are  poffieffed 
of  very  rich  jewels  j  but  never  difpofe  of  them,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  the 
“  greateft  neceffity,  and  even  then  they  are  jealous  of  their  being  carried  out 
“  of  the  country. 

“  They  make  very  little  confumption  of  European  commodities :  as 
“  to  cloth,  they  ufe  it  moffiy  in  caps ;  but  no  foreign  commodity  bears  a 
price  proportionable  to  the  rifque  of  bringing  it  to  market.  ' 

“  Their  money  is  ducats  of  gold,  weighing  a  muscal,  or  3  penny- 
“  weight  ENGLISH,  alfo  a  piece  of  copper,  which  they  call  tongas,  that 
“  pafs  at  50  to  80  to  a  ducat,  according  to  their  lize.  They  have  no  lil- 
“  ver  money  of  their  own  coin;  but  fince  nadir  shah  took  this  place, 
the  PERSIAN  and  Indian  Elver  coin  is  very  current  amongft  them. 

“The  meafure  in  Bokhara  is  gaz,  equal  to  31  inches  English; 
but  they  always  meafure  cloth  by  the  Persian  meafure  of  40  inches. 
Their  weights  are  the  batmans,  containing  16  drumsers;  which lafl 
“  they  divide  into  halves,  quarters,  &:c.  each  drumser  containing  1375 
“  MuscALS,  of  which  85^  are  equal  to  a  Russian  pound;  fo  that  the 
bokharian  batman  is  above  16  pounds. 

“  The  duty,  on  all  imported  goods,  belonging  either  to  natives  or  fo- 
reigners,  is  i  per  cent,  and  on  goods  exported  10  per  cent.  The  reve- 

“  venue 
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venue  from  this  duty  is  reckoned  1000  ducats  yearly  in  time  of  peace, 
which  but  feldom  happens.  The  Persian  and  tartar  languages  arc 
both  fpoken  here  ^  but  all  their  writings  are  in  the  Persian  tongue.”  . 

Mr.  THOMPSON  continued  at  Bokhara  till  May;  when  he ‘received 
notice  that  the  aral  tartars  had  plundered  all  round  khieva;  and 
Mr.  HOGG,  as  already  related,  happened  to  be  an  unfortunate  fufferer.  As 
the  TARTARS  had  befet  all  the  roads,  and  cut  off  feveral  caravans  cominR: 
from  mesched,  threatening  even  Bokhara  itfelf ;  Mr.  Thompson  con¬ 
tinued  impatient  till  the  end  of  July,  having  no  profped:  during  that  time 
of  travelling  with  any  fecurity.  Several  people,  who  had  efcaped  from 
KHIEVA  gave  an  account  that  the  ousbegs  had  recovered  that  place,  and 
deftroyed  the  Persian  khan  with  all  his  attendants.  Upon  this  the 
communication  with  khieva  was  prohibited,  the  Persians  intending 
them  a  fecond  viht ;  for  which  purpofe  they  had  ordered  provihons  for  a 
large  body  of  men. 

The  road  to  Persia  being  now  the  only  fafe  way  of  returning  to  Rus¬ 
sia,  at  length  he  joined  fome  merchants,  who,  having  hired  people  to 
condudl  them  through  by-roads  into  Persia,  were  refolved  to  run  all  ha¬ 
zards.  He  gives  the  following  account  of  the  remainder  of  his  journey. 

On  the  8th  of  Auguft  we  fet  out,  and  travelled  eaft,  paffing  through  fe- 
“  veral  ousbeg  villages  till  the  12th.  After  turning  to  the  fouth,  and  tra- 
“  veiling  through  deferts  we  came  the  16th  to  the  river  amo,  and  eroded 
‘Mt  at  kirkie,  a  fort  belonging  to  the  ousbegs,  fubjedl  to  Persia: 

here  we  paid  a  fmall  duty,  and  proceeded  fouth-eaft  through  deferts 
“  till  the  aid:,  when  we  arrived  at  anthuy,  an  ousbeg  city;  computed, 
“  in  the  direft  road,  to  be  only  three  days  journey  from  Bokhara. 

This  country  was  then  entirely  fubjedl  to  the  Persians,  who  carry 
on  a  great  trade  in  cattle.  Here  we  were  detained  ten  days,  waiting  for 
a  caravan,  which  was  difpatched  the  3  id:,  wdien  we  fet  forward,  and  tra- 
“  veiled  wed:  through  narrow  vallies  bounded  by  high  mountains :  having 
‘‘  paded  feveral  villages  which  were  deferted  by  the  ousbegs,  we  arrived 
“  the  6th  of  September  at  margiehak,  the  firfl  Persian  city  on  that 
Vox.  I.  '  'Y  y  ‘  “fide. 
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“  fide.  This  is  a  very  Rrong  place,  furrounded  by  a  double  wall,  and 
governed  by  a  khan  :  it  has  a  garrifon  of  500  men,  and  is  defended  by 
feveral  pieces  of  cannon.  In  fummer  it  is  very  unhealthy,  by  reafon  of 
“  the  frequent  peftilential  winds,  which  often  kill  thofe  who  are  expofed 
to  them.  To  fecure  themfelves  againfl;  this  inconveniency,  the  people  hide 
themfelves  under  ground,  or  falling  flat  on  the  earth,  cover  themfelves 
with  wet  cloaths,  till  thefe  winds 'blow  over.  The  cattle  which  are 
“  moft  expofed,  are  generally  deftroyed  by  thefe  winds,  though  they  are 
“  but  of  a  fhort  continuance.  During  our  flay  here,  which  was  only  four 
days,  mofl  of  the  people  in  the  caravans  fell  fick,  .and  .great  part  of  the 
“  cattle,  which  was  their  chief  merchandize,  died. 

“  On  the  nth  we  travelled  flill  wefl,  through  dry  and  fandy  deferts, 
where  v/e  got  only  two  pots  of  water  during  four  days,  and  this*  was  fo 
“  bitter,  and  fmelt  fo  flrong  of  fulphur,  that  the  cattle  would  hardly  drink 
“  it.  On  the  1 5th,  continuing  our  journey  by  a  high-  ridge  of  rocks,  and 
“  a  fmall  rivulet  of  fait  water,  we  came  at  length  into  a  beaten  road.  We 
“  pafled  through  many  villages,  the  greatefl  part  of  which  were  deferted ; 
“  thofe  which  were  inhabited  being  chiefly  Afghans,  brought  from  the 
“  new- conquered  dominions.  The  country  hereabouts  is  very  dry,  bar- 
“  ren,  and  mountainous. 

“  September  the  22d,  we  arrived  at  MESCHED,‘the  capital  of  khora- 
“  SAN,  and  the  favourite  city  of  nadir.  It  was  at  this  time  governed 
“  by  his  fon  riza  kouli  myrza:  it  is  fituatedito  the  north  of  a  ridge 
“  of  mountains,  and  is  well  fuppliednvith  water,*  which  is  brought  hither 
“  in  an  aquedud  from  a  great  diflance :  in  time  of  peace  it  is  a  place  of 
“  great  trade,  caravans  are  employed  daily  from  Bokhara,  balkh, 
BiDDUKHSHAN,  KANDAHAR,  and  INDIA;  as  Well  as  from  all  parts  of 
“  PERSIA.  The  BAZARS,  or  market-places,  are  large  and  well  built, 
filled  with  rich  merchandize,  and  frequented  by  great  numbers  of  people 
“  of  different  nations.  There  were  computed  about  ninety  caravanferais 
■“  in  this  city,  all  in  good  repair.  Great  numbers  of  people  were  fent  hi- 
“  ther  by  nadir  shah  from  all  parts  of  Persia,  as  well  as  from  the 

“  new-conquered  dominions  ;  and  ail  other  means  were  ufed  to  make  it  a 

“  flourifli- 
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flourifliing  city:  it  is  14  days  journey  diftant  from  Bokhara  by  the  ' 
“  diredl  road,  20  from  balkh,  26  from^BiDDUKHSHANi  and  30  from 

KANDAHAR.” 

% 

The  account  which  Mr,  van'  mierop  gave  of  the  trade  of  mesched 
three  years  afterwards*',  plainly  fhews  how  rapid  a  progrefs  nadir  shah 
made  in  the  ruin  of  Persia,  even  of  this  favourite  city. 


CHAP.  LIII. 

A  fuccindl  account  of  the  diftances  and  appearance  of  the  country  between, 
.  CASEIN  and  mesched,  as  reported  by  Mr.  van  mierop. 

AS  I  have  already  given  fome  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  country  be¬ 
tween  RES  HD  and  CAS  BIN,  the  following  extrad:  of  Mr.  van 
MiEROp’s  journal  will  exhibit  a  view  of  the  country  from  casein  to  me¬ 
sched,  which  was  defigned  to  have  been  the  great  mart  for  our  Caspian 
trade. 

“  From  CASEIN  we  pafTed  over  a  large  plain  that  produced  nothing  but 
"  thirties,  which  the  inhabitants  ufe  as  fuel,  and  food  for  camels.  After 
“  travelling  about  25  English  miles  we  arrived  at  the  village  shekendie. 
“  Our  journey  lay  rtill  through  the  plains,  on  which  are  feveral  fpots  of 
“  arable  land:  we  travelled  30  miles,  and  finirtied  our  rtage  at  the  cara- 
vanferai  yengi  imam  j  continuing  yet  on  the  fame  plain  as  far  as  the 
“  caravanferai  cara,  30  miles  :  the  next  day  we  parted  over  feveral  bridges 
"  and  fmall  rivers,  and  advanced  30  miles  to  t^ehiran,  in  all  about  1 15 
“  miles,  the  country  being  bordered  by  high  mountains  on  the  north  and 
“  fouth  from  casein.  Tu$hiran  is  a  city  inclofed  with  a  wall  of  earth, 
“  which  has  many  round  turrets ;  but  the  whole  is  much  decayed  :  here 
“  we  found  provirtons  in  plenty,  and  the  bread  exceeding  good. 

“  Our  next  rtage  was  35  miles  dirtant  to  the  great  caravanferai  kebud 
“  HUMBED,  near  which  is  a  lofty  turret  covered  with  glazed  tiles.  The 

See  this  account  vol.  II.  p.  Z4. 
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foil  is  indifferently  fertile,  but  not  fufliciently  watered.  From  hence 
we  travelled  to  evanckeefj  the  land  was  rich  and  well  watered,  but 
uncultivated.  The  next  day  we  advanced  30  miles  to  the  village  KARA, 
“  paffing  by  a  rock  of  fait,  which  is  covered  with  a  thin  coat  of  earth 
and  moffy  fubffance.  From  hence  we  proceeded  2  miles  to  the  village 
“  PAHDE,  where  we  found  the  country  v/ell  cultivated,  and  abounding  in 
“  water.  Dehmameck  caravanferai  is  the  next  ftage,  at  the  diffance  of 
20  miles,  the  land  hereabout  isTither  clay  'of 'gravel, 'and  the  water 
fo  fait  tha*’  we  could' not  drink  it.  From  thenqe  to  the  village  poch- 
''  LAKABA  is  30  miles;  the  road  lies  on  a  plain,  which  is  interfered  by 
feveral  ridges  of  fmall  hills.  The  village  desorge  lay  in  our  way  at 
‘‘  the  didance  of  ten,  miles,  the  road  of  gravel,  and  very  ftony.  From' 
T  thence,  at  the  foot  of  feveral 'hills,  we  travelled  15  miles  to  semnon, 
‘‘  where  it  is  fuppofed  Mr.  gr^me  ^  was  murdered.  Afcending  the  hills 
“  we  proceeded  35  miles  to  the  caravanferai  ahuan  ;  thence  travelling 
“  over  feveral  hills  and  valleys  for  24  miles,  we  came  to  the  caravanferai 
“  KosHAw,  fituated  in  an  extended  plain,  on  which  are  different  villages 
“  in  a  rich  arable  and  well  watered  country. 

“Leaving  the  road  which  leads  to  mazanderan,  we  travelled  29 
“  miles  over  a  fertile  country  to  damgoon  This  has  formerly  been  a 
“  very  neat  town,,  but  now  three  quarters  of  it  are  in  ruins :  the  country  from 
“  hence  is  more  ffony  and  barren.  Travelling ‘under  the  mountains  on  the 
“  north  fide  of  us  for  33  miles,  we  came  to  demon l  ah.  The  country 
V  from  hence  to  bekeist  is  well  peopled  and  watered,  and  the  foil  rich ; 
“  from  the  laft  mentioned  place  the  plain  rifes  with  a  gradual  afcent  to 
“  the  hills  on  the  fouth.  We  travelled  thence  40  miles  to  mey  a  mey  ; 
“  our  rout  lay  along  the  fide  of  the  hills,  where  we  found  a  number  of 
“  people  from  kouhestan,  living,  in  tents  made  of  black  hair  cloths ; 
“  having  travelled  50  miles  we  arrived  at  the  caravanferai  of  meondasht. 
“  From  hence  to  abasabad  is,  with  variety  of  foils,  25  miles':  We 

*  I'his  \va^  the  fador  who  fird  fetout  with  j  ohn  elton..  **  Here  was  fought  the  memorable 
battle  between  the  Persians  and  the  Afghans  in  1729,  which  reinllated  t^ehmas.  Dfi.  ljslb 
yhces  this  town  m  ugh.  farther,  to  the  weftward. 


“-paffed 
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pafTed  feveral  hills  of  a  flaty  copper-coloured  done,  and  advanced  ten 
“  miles  to  a  river  upon  which  is  a  bridge  called  pulabrishim,  near 
the  village  mezinan.  The  vyaters  which  flow  from  the  mountains  on 
the  north  fide  are  extremely  fait,  and  come  down  with  that  impetuofi- 
“  ty  as  frequently  to  overflow  the  bridge.  The  country  hereabout  was 
“  rich  and  populous,  being  covered  with  villages,  and  abundance  of  cattle. 
«  We  went  on  23  miles  to  the  caravan ferai  tavrize,  which  was  new  and 
“  cleans  from  thence  to  the  village  mehor  is  6  miles. 

“  Pairing  over  a  fertile  and  well- manured  country  through  chosrogerd, 
‘‘  we  advanced  18  miles  to  sebsawar^,  which  is  a  confiderable  walled- 
town,  and  has  a  good  market  f  from  hence  we  palfed  over  a  plain,  and 
‘‘  feveral  fmall  hills,  33  miles  to  the  caravanferai  safrani  :  leaving  this 
“  place,  and  pafiing  over  hills  arid  plains  21  miles  to,  HAUZEsiNK,  we 
“  proceeded  to  an  encampment,  mofl:  of  the  people  here  living  in  tents.* 
“  Our  next  ftage  was  3  i  miles,  through  a  populous  country  well  watered, 
“  and  abounding  in  corn,  to  nishaboor,  which  we  found  well  inhabited, 
“  and  in  pretty  good  condition arid ‘though  frrfall,  it  has  a  good:market- 
‘‘  place.  From  hence  to  kademgah  is  21  miles,  through  axountry  di- 
“  verfified  with  hills  and  plains*  near 'this  place  is  a  mofque  cpvered  with 
“  blue -glazed  tiles,  which  the  Persians  hold  in  fome  veneration.  From 
“  hence  there  is  a  fliort  cut  over  the  hills  to  mesched,  but  it  is  palfable 
only  in  fummer.  ,,Our  next  journey  was  21  miles  jOver  ftqny  plains  and 
“hills  to  the  caravanferai  tikir  david  ;  thence  2'i  miles  over  the 
“  north  part  of  the  hills  to  the  caravanferai  gumbezdiras  ;  from  thence 
“  crofs  fleep  ftony  hills  27  miles  to  the  caravanferai  xulook;  from 
“  thence  over  a  plain,  it  is  6  miles  to  mesched.  The  whole , diflance 
“  from  RESHD  is  782  English  miles  %  apcordii^g  to  the  nearefl;  compu-- 
“  tation  we  could  make  from  the  hours  we  were  on  the  road,  always  ti'a-- 
“  veiling  an  equal  pace.” 

.  ^  Here  shah  T.®HMAS\vas  confined.  *  Tiiis  feems  to  be  rather  too  large  a  computation^, 

unHefs  vve ■allow  for  a  great  circuit.  '  ’ 


(  3^0  X 

G  H  A  P.  LIV. 


ExtraB  of  a  j  our  not  ^  relating  to  the  rout  of  Russian  embajfy  inf 6 
PERSIA  in  1746  ;  with  a  defcriftio'n  of  the  countries  from  astrachan 
as  far  as  derbend. 

<£  T  TER  imperial  majefty  Elizabeth  petrowna,  emprefs  of  all 
‘‘  1  1  the  RUSSIA/S,  having  been  pleafed  to  fend  an  embafly  to  nadir 
“  SHAH  of  PERSIA,  his  excellency  knez  galitzen  received  a  commif- 
“  fion  for  this  pufpofe. 

<‘The  prefen ts  intended  for  the  Persian  monarch,  confifted  of  clocks, 
watches,  gold  filver  and  pinchbeck  fnuff-boxes,  fet  with  ftones,  or 
“  embofled  j  toys,  rich  filks,  brocades,  embroidered  works ;  twenty  fine 
“  horfes  of  English,  spanis'h,  german,  Italian,^  Turkish,  and 
PERSIAN  breed:  thefe  were,  for  the  mod:  part,  fent  by  feato  ghilan* 
The  erhbafiTador  had  a  coach,  as  well  as  riding-horfes,  prepared  for  him, 
“  and  his  retinue  had  fev'eral  other  vehicles  for  baggage,  provifions, 
“  and  water.  The  perfons  appointed  to  attend  the  embaflador  were  the- 
“  phyfician,  furgeon  ofiicers  of  the  embafiador’s  houfehold,  keeper  of 
the  chancery,  fecretafy,  writers,  all  in  number  eighteen  j  he  had  30  do-» 
medics,  a  guard  of  two  troops  of  horfe,  and  60  fufileers. 

T 

“  His  excellency  departed  from  Astrachan  the  24th  of  September 
‘‘  1746,  and  eroding  the  voLga,  encamped  on  the  wedern  fide  of  that 
‘‘  river.  The  next  day  \ve  diredled  our  journey  northward  on  the  banks  of 
“  the  VOLGA  for  about  four  werds,  and  then  turned  to.  the  wed  upon  the 
top  of  a  fandy  hill  covered  on  each  fide  with  lakes  of  fredi  water;  to 
“  the  fouth  of  it  there  Was  plenty  ofgrafs  for  our  horfes.  The  moon  rifing,. 

in  the  evening  we  decamped,  direding  our  coad  wedward  in  a  deep 
“  fandy  road,  leaving  feveral  lakes  of  frefh  water  to  the  fquth-ead ;  and 

®  This  journal  being  defeftive  in  feme  particulars,  J  hav£  taken  the  liberty  of  infer  ting  fome  de- 
feriptions  taken  from  other  authorities  equally  good. 

Dr.  COOKE,  now  a  graduate  phyfician  in  Scotland,  to  whom  I  am  obliged  for  the  journal 
above  mentioned, 

early 
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“  early  the  next  morning,  the  26th,  we  pitched  our  tents  near  the  lake 
“  BAHUSHY,  which  is  brackifli  .water,  having  travelled  about  30  werfts 
“  from  our  lad;  Rage.  The  countiy  here  affords  little  more  than  wonn- 
“  wood,  and  fuch  like  herbs,  which  delight  in  a  fandy  and  warm  foil  im- 
“  pregnated  with  fait.  The  .reeds  which  grow  here  ferve  as  food  for  the 
“  horfes  of  the  khal mucks,  and  other  tartars,  the  leaves  thereof  be- 
ing  more  grateful  to  them  than  grafs.  Our  road  lying  fouthward,  we 
proceeded  on  our  journey  through  a  fandy  country,  abounding  in  lakes 
“of  brackifh  water;  the  banks  have  plenty  of  liquorilh  and  marfh  tre- 
“  foil.  In  the  evening  we  encamped  near  the  lake  bashmachah,  70 
“  werfts  from  ast.rachan,  where  we  fell  in  with  a  body  of  khal- 
MUCKS,  vrho  had  feveral  droves  of  cattle;  this  put  us  under  the  ne- 
“  ceflity  of  doubling  our  watch,  to  prevent  their  Realing  any  of  our  horfes. 
“  The  weather  was  cold,  and  the  wind  railing  the  fand  and  duR,  made 
“  our  journey  painful. 

“  The  27th  we  encamped  on  the  fouth-lide  of  a  barren  mountain, 
“  with  a  lake  of  brackilh  water  at  the  foot  of  it ;  and  then  directing  our 
“  courfe  fouthward,  yve  travelled  over  a  fandy  country  to  a  lake  of  water 
“  more  potable  than,  any  we  had  yet  met  with ;  here  the  plains  produce 
“  grafs. 

“  The  28th,  JuR  as  the  fun  appeared  at  the  verge  of  the  horizon  we 
encamped  near  the  caravanferai  sizellee,  near  which  is  a  lak^  of  po- 
table  water  lying  eaR  and  weR,  where  we  filled  fourteen  large  calks. 
“  At  this  interval  . we  faw  a  great  party  of  tartars  riding  on  dromeda- 
“  ries,  and  armed  with  fabres,  bows  and  arrows;  alfo  a  body  of..KHAL- 
''  MUCKS  armed  and  mounted  on  horfeback  ;  but  they  did  not  feem 
“  inclined  to  interrupt  our  march.  From  this  place  we  took  our  courfe 
“  fouthward  over  hills  which  abound  in  antilopes  Thence  we  proceeded 
to  DEWRALY,  which  is  covered  by  high  fandy  hills  to  the  north-eaR 
“_^and  fouth-weR.  The  reader  will  obferve,  that  though  here  are  a  few 
“  caravanferais,  the  country  has  no  fixed  inhabitants.  *  We  now  reckoned 
“  ourfelves  to  be  near  160  werRs  from  as  track  an. 


f 


*  Tlie  RUSSIANS  and  tartars  call  them  saigon. 
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“  The  next  day  we  travelled  27  werfts,  and  vyere  necefTitated  to  encamp 
on  the  top  of  a  fandy  hill,  having  fome  marlhy  ground  below  it,  where 
“  we  found  reeds  and  grafs,  with  a  lake  of  brackifli  water  to  the  eaftward. 
“  From  hence  we  had  an  extenfive  view  of  a  defert,  on  which  not  a 
“  flirub  was  to  be  feen,  and  very  little  grafs.  *  > 

“  The  30th  w^e  departed  from  hence,  our  journey  dill  lying  through  a 
“  a  hilly  and  fandy  country,  much  the  fame  as  has  been  already  defcribed, 
“  except  that  the  fand  was  browner,  and,  w^hat  necedarily  drew  our  atten- 
“  tion,  was  mixed  with  a  great  number  of  broken  fea-fhells,  which  lay 
“  in  w'aves,  as  fnow  driven  by  the  wind.  We  found  here  feveral  fprings 
“  of  frefh  water,  but  fo  choaked  with  fand,  that  they  were  of  little  ufe 
“  to  us.  Here  is  alfo  a  great  quantity  of  moor-fowl,  whofe  feathers  are 
“  brown,  and  beautifully  fpotted  with  white,  but  fo  wild  that  we  could 
“  not  kill  any  of  them:  the  Russians  call  this  place  edergine.  Our 
“  next  encampment  was  on  a  plain,  where  we  had  not  the  relief  of  any* 
“  kind  of  water. 

‘‘  Odober  the  ift,  we  travelled  17  wends,  and  encamped  on  a  riling 
“  ground  on  the  lide  of  a  lake  of  brackilh  water,  which  our  cattle  would 
‘‘  hardly  drink.  After  palling  the  river  kuma;  which  is  computed  350 
‘‘  werfls  from  ASTRACHAN,  the  country  is  not  fo  hilly 5  and  as  we  advanced 
“  fouthward,  it  abounded  more  in  verdure.  The'  grafs  we  found  here 
“  was  highly  welcome  to  our  cattle,  which  had  fulfered  very  much  for 
‘‘  want  of  provender.  We  encamped  near  the  lake  adack,  whofe  waters 
are  fait,  and  where  the-  gnats  were  fo  numerous,  that  we  were  obliged 
“  to  make  fires  round  our  encampment,  and  fuffer  the  inconvenience  of 
fmoak,  rather  than  of  thofe  vexatious  infedts. 

“  The  2d,  we  found  frefli  water,  which  our  horfes  had  not  tailed  for 
four  days:  here  peter  the  great  left  three  large  bombs  eredled  on 
each  other,  as  a  kind  of  monument  of  his  having  palled  that  way,  and 
‘‘  probably  with  an  intent  that  the  fight  of  fuch  inllruments  of  death 
might  give  the  roving  tartars  the  higher  idea  of  his  military  power. 
From  thence  travelling  to  the  hill  ali  shah,  we  met  a  detachment  of 
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‘‘  forty  RUSSIAN  dragoons  from  kislar,  who  brought  with  them  fcventv 
“  horfes  for  the  ufe  of  the  embalfador. 

The  3d,  Our  courfe  lay  through  a  barren  plain  to  thefmall  river  be- 
“  KiSHEFF  MO  YAK,  on  the  banks  of  which  the  tartars  report  that 
“  poifonous  herbs  grow,  which  kill  their  cattle.  Upon  examination  we 
“  found  it  to  be  only  the  fmall  fort  of  kali  j  and,  to  convince  them  of 
their  miftake,  fome  of  us  eat  of  it.  The  fad:  is,  that  horfes  comins: 
‘‘  from  ASTRACHAN,  and  fuffering  extremely  for  want  of  grafs  and  water, 
“  are  by  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  their  riders,  fuffered  to  eat  and  drink  too 
“  much.  The  whole  country  between  astrachan  and  this  place  is 
“  impregnated  with  fait,  and  fome  of  the  lakes  are  covered  with  it,  info- 
“  much  that  at  certain  feafons  it  is  thick  enough  to  bear  a  man  or  a  horfe; 
“  thus  if  it  is  confidered,  what  a  quantity  of  undiffolved  fait  muff  line  the 
“  ftomach  and  guts  of  thefe  animals,  their  blood-veflels  being  alfo  fatu- 
“  rated  with  it,  it  is  eafy  to  imagine  what  mifchief  it  muft  create,  when 
“  the  veffels  come  to  be  diftended  beyond  their  natural  fpring,  at  the  fame 
“  time  that  many  of  their  excretions  are  hopped  up.  We  could  not  dif- 
“  cover  that  horfes  coming  from  kislar  are  fubjed  to  the  fame  mif- 
fortune  as  here,  and  by  the  precaution  we  took,  though  we  had  350 
“  horfes,  not  one  of  them  died. 

“The  3d,  we  travelled  on  the  banks  of  the  fmall  river  beckechay, 
“  which  being  covered  with  verdure,  and  the  waters  tranfparent,  as  the 
“  fmall  rivers  here  for  the  moft  part  are,  afforded  us  great  delight.  This 
“  country  abounds  with  foxes,  hares,  and  pheafants.  Hence  we  palled 
“  the  river  boros  da,  which  being  more  confiderable  than  the  others,  we 
“  were  obliged  to  ofe  a  bridge  of  timber,  and  incamping  in  a  marfliy 
“  ground  on  the  fouth-fide  of  the  river,  the  next  day,  the  4th,  we  arrived 
at  kislar,  which  is  computed  500  werfls  from  astrachan. 

“  Kislar  hands  on  the  river  tereck,  fometimes  called  the  river  kiz- 
lar,  though  a  barrier  againft  the  tar  tars,  it  is  a  very  mean  place:  at  the 
weh  end  of  the  old  town  there  is  a  fortification  with  a  deep  broad  ditch 
*“  flanked  with  counterfearps.  Plere  are  commonly  500  foldiers  from  the 

Or  ALKALI,  glafs-wort,  the  afh  of  this  is  ufed  in  making  glafs  and  foap. 
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‘‘  garrifonof  astrachan,  and,  upon  fome'occafions,  three  or  four  march- 
ing  regiments,  with  four  or  five  thoufand  cossacks,  who  are  christi- 
‘‘  ANs,  befides  Circassian  tartars the  latter  are  commanded  by  their 
“  BEHURiCH,  or  chief,  and  are  the  proper  inhabitants  of  this  country: 
“  they  are  a  well-made  people,  particularly  their  women,  who  are  alfo 
comely  and  chafiie.  The  men  are  reckoned  more  warlike  than  the  don 
“  COSSACKS,  though  they  acknowledge  that  courage  is  lefs  efieemed 
amongfi;  them  than  in  former  days.  They  were  conquered  by  ivan 
“  wAssiLowiTz,  but  have  been  indulged  in  the  ufe  of  their  own  religion, 
“  which  is  MAHOMMEDAN,  they  have  two  mofques  a  little  weflward  of 
KiSLAR,  and  alfo  nine  villages®.  They  acknowledge  fubjed;ion  to  her 
imperial  majefty,  to  which  they  are  very  faithful^  though  they  com- 
plain  of  the  oppreffion  of  the  Russian  governors  who  are  fet  over  them,. 


“  About  30  werfts  to  the  fouth-wefi:  of  kislar,  on  the  firfi:  circas- 
“  SIAN  mountain  lying  on  the  fouth  of  the  river  tereck,  there  is  a  well 
about  40  fathom  perpendicular,  from  which  iflues  boiling  water 
into  a  fione  bafon,  which  foon  falls  down  a  precipice  near  30  fathoms 
into  the  tereck,  in  fufiieient  quantities  to  turn  the  wheel  of  a  mill. 
The  tartars  convey  it  alfo  into  pits,  and  find  great  relief  in  many 
complaints  from  bathing  in  it.  Amongfi;  feveral  experiments  which  the 
“  furgeon  made  of  this  water,  he  found  that  after  it  was  bottled  up 
clofe  for  a  fiiort  time,  the  fmell  of  the  naptha  went  off.  Near  this 
hill  are  feven  fprings  of  the  fame  kind  of  water,  and  alfo  one 
which  appears  to  be  impregnated  with  allom,  being  fo  acid  and  re- 
firingent  as  not  to  be  borne  long  in  the  mouth.  The  furgeon  made  al- 
“  fo  an  experiment  of  the  h^at  of  the  well-water,  by  boiling  a  fowl  in  it 
in  nine  minutes  >  this  fudden  codlion  feemed  to  be  caufed  by  the  quan- 
“  tity  of  naptha,  of  which  the  water  is  impregnated,  as  is  obvious  from  the 
Imell  of  it.  Not  far  diftant  there  are  feveral  fmall  pits  dug  in  the  earth, 
“  in  which  there  is  fait  of  the  utmofi:  brightnefs  and  purity  of  colour, 
“  which  difiblves  in  the  mouth  infiantaneoufiy,  giving  a  very  pungent  fen- 


^  Part  of  the  CIRCASSIANS  of  kabardinia  are  under  the  protcdion  of  Russia  ;  but  the  major 
jpait  acknowledge  the  fovereignty  of  the  Turks. 
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ration.  Though  the  weather  was  now  very  cold,  the  warmth  of  thefc 
‘‘  wells  of  hot  water  produced  near  them  the  verdure  and  flowers  of  - 
“  fpring,  and  a  great  concourfe  of  frogs.  About  half  a  mile  weftward  of 
“  this  hill  are  7  wells  of  naptha,  in  which  the  wild  fwine  delight  to  liej 
the  TARTARS  ufe  it  for  their  lamps,  and  for  the  axle-trees  of  theif 
“  carts.  At  the  back  of  thefe  mountains  are  the  Circassian  tartars, 

“  of  whom  fome  are  fubjed  to  Russia  ;  their  country  extends  wefl:ward 
“  towards  the  pal  us  mteotis.  Of  thefe,  we  were  alfured,  fome  are 
pagans,  and  worfliip  a  tree,  and  the  head  of  a  goat  ^ 

“  January  the  4th,  1747,  after  fpending  our  time  for  three  months  as 
well  as  fuch  a  place  would  admit,  having  been  much  confined  for  fear 
“  of  the  roving  tartars  ;  the  embalTador  now  received  notice,  that 
‘‘  an  efcort  of  Persians,  reported  to  be  12,000  men,  was  come  on  the 
“  RUSSIAN  frontier  to  meet  him.  We  therefore  fiSt  forward,  and  tra- 
“  verfing  a  marfliy  and  woody  ground,  which  the  fnow  had  rendered  al- 
“  rnofl;  impalTable,  we  encamped  on  the  fouth-eafl;  fide  of  the  fmall  river 
“  BURGiNE,  where  the  Russians  keep  an  advanced  guard.  The  5th',' 

“  the  country  being  covered  with  fnow,  made  our  journey  laborious. 
Pafling  the  river  stzutzja,  we  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  axan 

“  Though  it  had  frozen  but  four  days,  we  paffed  over  the  ice  on  the 
‘‘  ax  an  without  the  lead  danger,  and  on  the  6th  arrived  at  a  tartar 
“  town  under  the  Russian  protedion;  though  otherwife  a  kind  of  inde- 
pendent  flate.  The  prince  of  it  Vi^as  called  ali  sheff  :  it  ftands  on  a 
“  high  bank  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  ahrahin,  and  contains  about 
“  300  houfes  5  the  walls  of  which  are  of  clay  whitened  with  lime.  The 
“  inhabitants  are  the  mofl:  acute  thieves  in  the  world,  infomuch  that  the 
“  utmofl:  precaution  we  could  ufe,  was  not  fuflicient  to  prevent  their  pilfer- 
ing  US;  and  near  to  this  is  another  tartar  village  fubjedl  to  the  rus- 
“  sians,  called  andrewska.  The  next  day  we  pafled  the  ford  of  ah- 
“  rah  in,  which  is  about  300  paces  broad,  and  the  ftream  rapid:  then 

^  A  FRENCH  mifEonary,  whom  I  knew  in  Persia,  offered  to  go  amongft  thefe  people;  but  h« 
faid  the  Russians  were  jealous, 

*  By  the  p.ussiaNs  fometimes  called  oxi  and  atfous. 
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“  diredllng  our  courfe  eaftward,  we  arrived  near  the  antient  sulak,  where 
“  flood  a  fortification  formerly  belonging  to  the  Russians  On  the 
“  banks  of  the  ahrahin  grows  plenty  of  fliort  wood,  which  is  very  hea- 
“  vy,  and  the  bark  of  it  being  taken  off,  is  of  a  beautiful  variegated  co- 
‘‘  lour.  Proceeding  on  our  journey  through  a  wood  of  oaks  intwined 
with  vines,  we  reached  the  fmall  river  terscaly,  which  is  called  the 
“  boundary  of  the  Russian  dominion  towards  Persia  ;  though  we  might, 
with  more  propriety  fay,  towards  daghestan,  the  country  of  the 
“  lesgee  tartars  5  for  they  have  not  acknowledged  fubjedlion  to  per- 
“  siA.  Here  feveral  Persian  officers,  attended  by  a  guard,  came  to 
‘‘  compliment  the  embaffador  on  his  arrival.  This  river,  though  fmall, 
“  is  rapid,  and  even  in  the  fummer  feafon  not  fordable  towards  noon  ^  for 
“  as  the  flupendous  mountains,  which  almofl  furround  it,  are  ever  covered 
with  fnow,  when  the  fun  a<fls  intenfely,  torrents  of  water  fall  from- 
them  \ 

‘‘  The  9th,  we  encamped  a  fhort  mile  from  the  Persian  ar- 
my.  A  detachment  of  our  cossacks  being  fent  for  fuel,  one  of 
“  them  was  fhot  dead  through  the  body  with  a  fingle  ball.  The  nth,, 
“  we  joined  the  Persians,  and  marching  under  the  mountains  bischans- 
“  KY,  we  pitched  our  tents  on  a  plain  ground.  The  next  day  our  road 
was  alfo  on  a  plain,  having  fome  lakes  of  water  on  the  eafl,  and  lofty 
^  mountains  on  the  wefi.  Several  camels  belonging  to  the  Persians 
^  dropped  with  fatigue,  and  they  either  cut  their  throats,  or  ham-flrung 

^  “  This  fortification  was  intended  to  awe  the  Circassian  tartails  as  far  as  tarku,  as  they, 
frequently  made  inroads  into  the  lower  countries.  At  bonack  the  Russians  built  another  fort, 
with  a  view  to  preferve  the  comitiuBication  between  Russia  and  derbend.  From  thence  to 
‘^shabran  quite  to  baku  I  never  learnt  that  they  built  any  fortifications,,  or  that  the  lesgeb- 
TARTARS  troubled  them  with, any  vifits..  The  country,  from  kislar  quite  to  resho  was  under 
the  RUSSIAN  fubjeflion,  in  confequence  of  the  conqueft  made  by  peter  the  great  ;  it  is 
“bounded  by  the  mountains  on  theweft,  and  by  the  Caspian  on  the  eaft.  The  chief  towns  are 
“tarku,  eoynak,  derbend,  BAKU,  ASTARA^  KESRAR,  and  R  ESH  D,  and  their  dependencies; 
“  Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  mogan  plains,  it  is  alfo  faid,  acknowledged  the  fovereignty  of  ruS’s 
“  SIA,  and  paid  fome  fmall  tribute. 

*  The  gentleman  who  obliged  me  with  the  journal,. being  a  north  briton,  takes  notice  that  the 
highlands, .of  scotla.ni>  are  but, as  mole-hills  to  thefe  mounUics. 
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them,  that  the  tartars  might  not,  on  their  recovery,  receive  any  be^ 
“  nefit. 

“  The  1 3  th,  Yefterday  and  to-day  we  pafTed  through  feveral  tradls  of  arable-: 

“  land,  the  road  being  indifferently  good  till  we  arrived  on  the  north  fide  oF 

“  the  mountain  tarku,  whofe  fummit  appears  like  a  table  ^  its  highefl  fide;. 

declines  towards  the  lofty  mountains  already  mentioned;  there  is  ano- 

ther  large  rock  on  the  furface  of  it  in  an  orbicular  form  :  this  is  fepa- 

rated  from  the  other  mountains  by  a.  deep  valley.  About  two  mllesi 

“  from  the  fea  is  a  beautiful  plain ;  near  the  foot  of  the  mountain  were 

“  vineyards  and  gardens  of  fruit,  which  the  Persians  entirely  cut  down, 

‘‘  for  the  ufe  of  the  embaffador  and  his  retinue ;  alledging  however  that 

“the  tartars  had  killed  or  flolen  15  Persians  belonging  to  their-- 

body  the  night  before  ;  for  though  thefe  villagers  profefs  fubjedlion  ta 

“  the  PERSIANS,  yet  whenever  an  opportunity  offers  to  commit  any  hofli- 

“  lity  in  a  fecret  manner,  they  feldom  decline  their  antient  cuflom. 

/ 

“  On  the  declivity  of  this  hill  are  three,  tartar  villages  about  an 
“  ENGLISH  mile  diftantfrom  each  other,  which  contained  about'iooo  fouls; 
“  and  notwithflanding  their  vicinity,  were  In  a  Fate  of  war.  The  tar- 
“  tar  princes,  who  formerly  extended  their  dominions  as  far  as  the  black 
“  fea,  it  is  faid,  chofe  this  hill  as  their  refidence,  which  is  the  more  pro- 
“  bable  from  the  feveral  extenfive  burial-places  near  it,  where  are  many 
“  monuments  of  ftone,  with  hieroglyphics  expreffing  the  charaders  and 
“  profeffions  of  the  deceafed.  In  this  place  the  lesgees  attacked  peter 
“  the  GREAT  in  1722,  when  he  marched  an  army  into  Persia  ;  and,  ac- 
“  cording  to  fome  reports,  they  killed  no  lefs  than  3000  russians^.  Some 
“  part  of  the  embaffador’s  retinue  went  to  the  neareF  village,  and  were  ci- 
“  villy  treated  ;  the  tartars  offered  them  two  large  loaves  of  bread,  in 
**;exchange  for  a  gun  flint; 

“  The  i6th,  leaving  tarku,  and'pafFhg  over  feveral  Fony  hills,  we ' 
pitched  our  tents  on  the  high  banks  of  the  little  river  manas,  and 
F;om  thence  through  deep  vallies,  which  made  the  journey  tedious,  inta 
“‘an, open  plain  v/h.ere  the,  Russian  army  in  1722,.  was  again  attacked. 
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“  by  the  tartars,  who  were  foou  repulfed.  A  detachment  of  them 
“  now  took  their  hand  upon  an  eminence  near  boynak.  Not  far  from 
this  place  the  polish  embaffador,  in  his  return  from  Persia  in  1639, 
“  having,  by  his  fault  or  misfortune,  quarrelled  with  the  inhabitants,  was 
cut  off  with  his  whole  retinue,  three  only  excepted,  who  efcaped  into 
PERSIA.  Nor  were  the  hols te in  emba/Tadors  in  lefs  perplexity  the 
year  before,  when  all  their  prudence  and  refolution  feemed  necefary  to 
“  ward  off  the  blow  which  they  had  reafon  to  apprehend  from  the  da- 
gestan  tartars.  Things  indeed  were  now  very  differently  circum- 
hanced,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  terror  of  the  Russian  arms  in  ge- 
neral,  but  alfo  of  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Russian  garrifons. 

( 

“The  17th  we  paffed  by  an  old  Persian  caftle,  near  which  we  view- 
ed  the  plains  where  nadir  shah  loft  a  great  number  of  his  forces  three 
years  before  in  the  rebellion  of  shirvan,  in  which  the  lesgees  took 
=  “  part.  This  country  is  well  ftocked  with  wild  hogs  and  elks  j  we  killed 
•“  a  very  large  boar  that  we  roufed  in  the  midft  of  our  camp. 

“  The  i8th,  our  courfe  lay  along  the  fide  of  low  fandy  hills  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  us,  and  we  encamped  in  a  plain  where  nadir  shah  had  built 
a  fort  to  awe  the  tartars,  but  it  was  now  deferted.  Here  we  found  great 
“  plenty  of  game,  as  fwine,  deer,  elks,  hares,  foxes,  and  fliackals,  with  abun- 
“  dance  of  partridges,  pheafants,  quails,  wild  geefe,  ducks,  and  other  fowls. 
“  The  next  day  we  travelled  over  a  country  more  cultivated ;  and  palling  by 
“  a  well  of  hot  water,  we  pitched  our  tents  on  the  declivity  of  derbend  hill, 
“  the  city  appearing  about  two  miles  diftance.  From  hence  are  feen  feve- 
ral  turrets  yet  perfeeft,  which  the  Persians  pretend  are  part  of  a  wall 
“  built  by  ALEXANDER  the  great,  from  hence  quite  to  the  black  fea, 
“  The  mountains  here  make  a  very  aweful  appearance,  reaching  above  the 
“  clouds,  fo  that  their  fummits  are  hardly  vifible  in  the  cleareft  weather. 
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'A  continuation  of  the  Russian  emhajfy.  Defcriptton  of  derbend'^;?^  itt^ 
confines.  An  account  of  the  government^  dr efs,  religion,  foily  trade, 

of  the  LESGEE  TARTARS.  . 


cc  20th  of  January  1747,  we  pitched  our  tents  unddr  the  fouth-* 

“  JL  wall  of  DERBEND  ;  the  embaffador  would  have  preferred  that  fi- 
‘‘  tuation  to  the  city,  where  he  could  not  have  accommodated  all  his  guard  i 
“  and  retinue  5  had  there  been  no  objedion  to  their  admittance. 


“  A  city  of  fuch  great  antiquity  as  this,  and  fo  often  mentioned  by  hif- 
**  torians,  deferves  more  than  common  attention,  efpecially  as  it  is  the  on-- 
ly  place  now  handing  upon  the  fhores  of  the  Caspian  fea,  which  has  > 

“  any  thing  to  boaft  of.  It  is  natural  to  believe,  that  hiftorians  often  bor-  • 
row  from  each  other,  few  taking  the  pains  to  examine  into  a  fad,  the  - 
“  reality  of  which  no  one  has  pretended  to  confute.  The  curious  will  find  ' 
many  circumhances  to_  incline  their  belief,  that  derbend  was  built  by 
“  ALEXANDER  the  GREAT  ^  They  do  not'  however  afcribe  the  whole-- 
to  him,  but  the  higheft  and  hrongeh  part  which  is  to  the  weflward,-. 

This  city  has  often  changed  its  mafter,  having  been  feveral  times  in  the 
“  hands  of  the  Turks  ;  the  tartars  alfo  are  faid  to  have  had  poffeflion 
“of  it.  The  RUSSIANS  kept  it  for  feveral  years  during  this  century  5  and - 
“  now  it  is  again  in  the  hands  of  the  Persians.  According  to  the  neareft 
“  computation,  it  is  about  3  English  miles' in  length,  but  in  breadth  not 
“  exceeding  half  a  mile.  It  extends  itfelf  from  the  verge  of  the  fhore 
due  weft .  up  to  the  foot  of  a  lofty  mountain,  the  whole  on  a  declivity ;  # 

“  and  its  natural  fituation  is  fuch  as  to  formin  hrid  propriety,  the  gates  of 

»  When  PETER  the  great  returned  from' his  Persian  war,  the  greateft  motive  to  triumph  Teem¬ 
ed  to  be  the  receipt  of  the  filver  key  of  derbend,  which  was  delivered  to  him,  and  which  in  a  pom¬ 
pous  manner  was  carried  before  him  when  he  entered  mosco  j  and  the  foundation  of  derbend* 
being  afcribed  to  ALEXANDER  the  great,  this, gave  occafion  to  the  following  infcription  on  one 
of  the  triumphal  arches  erefted  on  this  occafion  : 

StrVXerat  hanC  fortls,  tenet  ■ 
hanC,  feD  fortlor  VrbeM.  i 


PERSIA 
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PERSIA  on  this  fide;  fpr^there  is  no  paffage  to  the  weftward  without 
going  deep  into  the  mountains,  which  are  guarded  by  their  proper  inha-  • 
“  bitants,  who  have  not  fubmitted  to  the  Persian  yoke.  This  place  is  di- 
“  vided  intO’ three,  quarters,  appropriated  to  different  purpofes,  each  having 
“  their  diflindt  walls,  vi^hich  ferve  alfo  to  render  the  ground  more  equal 
“  on  the  declivity. 

tr-i- 

.  “  The  upper  tow^n,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  fquare,  conftitutes  the  cita- 
‘‘  del,  and  is  incomparably  the  ftrongeff.  As  the  Persians  have  been  in  war 
“  witli  the  TARTARS  for  feveral  years,  they  are  extremely  jealous ;  info- 
much  that  fome  of  the  embaffador’s  people,  who  approached  the  exte- 
rior  part  of  the  walls  of  the  citadel,  were  beat  off  with  ffones,  and  feveral 
mufquets  difcharged  at  them.  No  perfon  is  permitted  to  enter  it  but 
‘‘  the  foldiers  which  belong  to  the  garrifon,  except  upon  extraordinary  oc- 
calions.  The  citadel  has  its  diftindt  governor,  with  whom  the  other  does 
“  not  interfere ;  they  mount  about  40  pieces  of  cannon  ;  but  what  their 
f ^  ffrength  otherwife  was,  we  had  no  opportunity  of  obferving. 

‘‘  The  walls  of  the  middle  town  are  about  30  feet  high,  near  20  feet 
thick  at  the  foundation,  and  12  or  15  in  the  upper  part,  having  a  breaft- 
work  of  about  3  feet  thick,  and  port-holes  at  convenient  diffances  for 
«  mufquets,  or  bows  and  arrows :  It  is  defended  alfo  by  about  60  flanking 
“  baflions,  for  the  mofl:  part  fquare,  but  of  greater  ufe  againfl:  the  tar- 
TARS  than  they  could  be  to  oppofe  an  European  army.  The  walls  are 
made  of  a  fhelly  flone,  which  appears  to  be  a  compofition  of  fea- 
“  /hells  very  flirongly  cemented.  How  nature  has  produced  thefe,or  whether 
they  remained  from  the  deluge,  we  mufl:  leave  the  curious  to  determine  ; 
only  obferving,  that  fuch  fhells  do  not  appear  on  any  of  the  Caspian 
fliores.  It  is  certain  however  that  the  rocks  about  the  town  are  of  the 
fame  compofition,  which,  though  hard  as  a  ftone,  has  a  different  pro- 
perty,  inafinuch  as  a  cannon-ball  has  no  other  effedt,  than  to  make  an 
imprefiion  of  its  own  diameter  ^ 

“  The 

f 

1  Captain  wood  roof  e,  from  whom  I  take  part  of  this  account,  fays  thefe  ftones  in  the  out- 

£tde  are  for  the  molt  part  of  two  or  three  tons  in  meafurement,  and  fome  yet  more  weighty. 

They 
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“  The  gates  of  the  city  have  very  ftrong  and  w^ell-made  arches,  with 
“  Aiding  holes  to  fhoot  arrows,  or  throw  down  great  rtones  on  the  enemy. 

In  the  middle  city  they  are  not  fcrupulous  of  admitting  foreigners.  The 
‘‘  Areets  are  not  regular,  nor  are  they  paved  at  prefent,  though  they  have 
‘‘  been  fo  formerly ;  many  of  the  houfes  are  fupported  on  one  fide  by  the 
“  hill  5  but  numbers  are  fallen  down,  and  the  greateft  part  in  ruins.  It 
“  is  hardly  pofiible  to  defcribe  the  miferies  which  this  place  fuffered  about 
four  years  before,  when  nadir  shah  came  in  perfbn  again  A  the  les- 
“  gees  j  we  faw  a  fpecimen  of  it  by  the  carcafes  of  horfes,  and  other  ani- 
“  mals,  which  were  fuffered  to  remain  in  the  Areets,  and  in  ruined  houfes. 

We  found  alfo  in  this  town  about  500  men,  whofe  eyes  nadir  shah 
“  had  caufed  to  be  put  out  at  one  time.  Plere  is  a  very  magnificent  mofque, 
“  the  roof  of  which  is  fupported  by  84  arches  :  nadir  shah  converted  it 
into  a  magazine  we  went  into  it  on  horfeback  without  giving  any  kind 
‘‘  of  offence.  Here  are  feveral  caravanferais  that  belong  to  the  Armenians, 
‘‘  and  are  much  the  beA, 

H. 


“The  eaAermoA  part  of  the  lower  city  is  waAied  by  the  fea,  the  rifing' 
“  of  which  has,  of  late  years,  made  no  fmall  imprefiion  upon  the  walls. 
“  Thefe  arc  guarded  by  two  round  baAions,  without  which  there  was  for- 
“  merly  a  harbour  for  fmall  veffels.  It  was  not  till  of  late  that  this  lower  town 
“  had  any  inhabitants;  but  nadir.  Having  built  a  palace  in  it,  caufed  feveral 
Areets  of  houfes  alfo  to  be  ereded,  with  a  view  to  efiabliAi  a  confidera- 
“  ble  commerce  in  the  city,  which  he  made  a  free  port  Here  peter 
“  the  GREAT  eAablifiied  his  principal  magazines;  and  the  Persian  foldiers 
“  now  keep  their  flocks  in  this  part  of  the  city  :  but  the  tartars,  ei- 
“  ther  by  undermining  or  fcaling  the  walls,  frequently  make  incurfions  in 
“  the  night  in  fmall  parties,  carrying  away  whatever  they  meet  with. 


They  are  very  well  jointed,  and  regularly  laid.  Olearius  remarked  in  1638,  that  a  man  might 
judge  the  wall  to  be  built  of  the  bell  and  faireft  kind  of  free-ftone;  but  coming  near,  he  fays  they, 
appeared  to  be  “  mufcle  Ihells  and  pieces  of  free-ftone  beaten  and  moulded  like  brick,  which  time  has 
“  produced  to  a  hardnefs  beyond  that  of  marble ;  ”  but  there  is  no  doubt  they  are  of  the  fame  nature 
as  fome  of  the  adjacent  rocks. 

This  is  the  building  which  rendered  the  Turks  fo  fcrupulous  of  yielding  up  the  city  to  peter 

the  GREAT. 

This  feems  to  have  been  a  well  concerted  fcheme  towards  the  reduflion  of  the  lesgee  t  art  ars^ 

VoL.  J.  A  a'a  “  The 
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“  The  cruelties  which  are  reciprocally  exercifed  between  the  Persians 
“  and  LESGEES  are  hardly  to  be  conceived:  fuch  as  are  taken  and  fufped- 
“  ed  of  being  fpies,  have  their  eyes  put  out;  and  are  turned  out  of  the  ci- 
“  ty  many  who  are  made  prifoners  in  battle,  have  both  their  arms  cut  off; 
**  and  fuch  as  are  taken  in  their  flight  have  frequently  their  legs  cut; 

off,  and  are  left  to  expire  in  the  field  in  thefe  miferable  circum- 
“  fiances,  imkfs-they  are  fecretly  and  accidentally  relieved  by  their  couii-. 
“  trymen.  The  leaders  of  them  they  decapitate,  and  throw  their  heads- 
“  into  a-  heap  in  the  manner  they  pile  fhot 

‘^-Onthe  fouth  fide  of  derbend  are  many  vineyards  and  gardens,  which  4 
“  are  continued  for  near  8  miles  to  the  fouthwardj  but  thefe,  as  well  as 
“  their  arable  lands,  have  partaken  the  common  fate  of  war.  On  both 
“  fides  of  the  city,  on  the  declivity  of  the  hill,  are  many  antient  burial- - 
“  places ;  and  the  p  e  rsi  ans  report,  that  of  thefe  are  not  lefs  than  40  belonging 
to  CHRISTIAN. TARTAR  princes,.who  have  died  fighting  for  their  religion. 
“  There  are  many  antient  tomb-fiones,  from  6  to  9  feet  long,  which  co- 
ver  the  graves,  with  infcriptions  not  intelligible  to,  any  of  the  prefentin- 
“  habitants..  The  Persians,  who  deal  much  in  the  marvellous,  endea- 
“  voured  to  perfuade  us,  that  thefe  fiones  were. cut  in  length  exafily  to  the, 
“  fiature  of  the  deceafed 

As  the  neighbourhood  of  this  city  is  the  country  of  the  lesgee 
tartars  ;  before  we  depart  from  hence,  it  is  neceffary  we  fliould  fay 
“  fomething  concerning  them,  and  the  more  as  they  are  well  known  to 
“  be  fome  of  the  bravefi  people  in  the  world.  Their  country  extends 
“  fouth  from  near  the  latitude  of  tarku  about  40  leagues,  and  25  weft- 
“  ward.  They  are  under  feveral  different  chiefs  who,  in  cafe  of  dan- 
“  ger  to  their  common  liberty,  unite  their  forces.  Some  few  of  them  have 
“  been  occafionally  fubjedted  to  the  Persians  ;  but  the  caracaita^, 
and  their  neighbours  to  the  north  and  wefi  of  the  Persian  dominions, 

^  Captain  woodroofe,  who  was  fome  time  at  derbend  during  the  war  with  the  tartars, 
makes  this  report.  ®  According  to  woodroofe’s  account. 

^  The  governors  of  diftridls,  fome  of  whom  pay  homage  to  the  Persians;  thofe  are  called 

scHEMKALLs,  s  A  fpeclss  of  L ESC E E s  fo  Called. 

<c  h 
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“  it  does  not  appear,  at  any  period'  of  time,  that  they  have  ever  fubmitted. 

Indeed  their  fitiiation  is  fucli,  with  regard  to  the  natural  bulwarks  of 
“  their  mountains,  that  fo  long  as  they  retain  their  virtue,  they  can  hardly 
“  be  enflaved :  their  chief  is  called  ousmai.  Olearius  gives  an  account 
of  the  humourous  manner  of  their  chufing  the  schemkall.  This  i^ 
done  by  the  prieft  throwing  a  golden  apple  in  a  ring,  round  which  the 
“  candidates  are  feated,  and  the  perfon  whom  it  flops  at,  becomes  their 
‘‘  fovereign  y  but  as  they  live  under  a  kind  of  a  republican  government,  the 
“  diftindtion  paid  him  is  not  very  confiderable. 

Thefe  people  are  able  to  bring  30  or  40  thoufand  men  into  the 
field.  The  refidence  of  the  ousmai  is  about  30  English  miles  north-weft 
‘‘  of  DERBEND.  They  have  had  frequent  wars  with  the  .Persians,  and 
laftly  with  nadir  shah,  who,  with  15,000  men,  purfued  a  large  body 
‘‘  of  them  into  the  hills  j  but  was  at  length  glad  to  retreat,  after  fuftaining 
a  very  confiderable  lofs.  Several  Persians,  who  were  taken  prifoner^ 

“  on  that  occafion,  were  cruelly  maimed  in  their  nofes,  ears,  or  eyes,  and 
fent  to  nadir  with  mefiages  of  defiance. 

“  Thefe  people  are  often  guilty  of  rapine,  not  only  in  the  low-lands,  a 
“  and  in  large  bodies,  but  alfo  in  flying  parties,  pillaging  the  Armenian's 
“  and  GEORGIANS,  whofe  trade  brings  them  between  Baku  and  derbend^ 

‘‘  otherwife  they  are  often  obliged  to  pay  a  heavy  contribution  for  a  fafe 
“  convoy.  Thefe  tartars  are  however  remarkable  in  this,  that  if 
any  flranger  travelling  into  their  country,  or  on  the  borders  of  it, 

“  feeks  their  protedion,  and  chufes  a  guide  from  among  them,  let  him 
“  meet  never  fo  ftrong  a  party,  it  is  enough  if  the  guide  declares  that  the 
‘‘  ftranger  is  his  gueftj  for  they  are  hardly  known  to  violate  the  laws 
‘‘  of  hofpitality  in  any  inftance  of  this  nature. 

“  In  their  perfons  they  are  well  made,  of  good  ftature,  and  extremely 
adive :  their  countenance  is  fwarthy,  their  features  regular,  and  their 
“  eyes  black,  and  full  of  life. 

“  Their  drefs  refembles  the  Greek  or  Arabian  manner,  many  of 
them  wearing  the  fame  kind  of  drawers  reaching  down  to  their  ancles. 

A  a  a  2  Their 
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Their  caps  are  not  fo  lofty  as  thofe  of  the  Persians,  neither,  do  all  of. 
“  them  wear  their  beards,  fome  preferring  whifkers  only. 

‘‘  They  live  after  the  manner  of  the  Persians,  profeffing  the  maiIomme- 
‘‘  DAN  religion  j  but  at  the  fame  time  they  talk  very  lightly  of  the  pretend- 
‘‘  ed  miracles  of  mahommed  ;  addings  that  he  was  a  very  artful  man,  and 
whether  he  has  any  particular  interelf  with  the  almighty,  will  be  beft 
known  hereafter.  That  they  once  profelTed  the  Christian  religion, 
feems  to  be  in  the  higheft  degree  probable.  A  french  millionary 
“  who  refided  fome  time  in  their  country,  affirms,  that  he  found  among 
“  them  feverai  books  relating  to  Christianity.  The  fame  is  conlirmed, 
“  by  the  expedition  which  nadir  shah  made,  when,  among  other 
fpoils,  he  brought  av/ay  divers  books,  fome  of  which  heffiad  the  curio- 
“  lity  to  order- to  be  tranflated.j  and-  from  thence  alfo  it -appeared,  that 
“  they  had  been  CHRISTIANS.  The  Persians  will  hardly  be  perfuaded  . 
“  that  they  do  not  continue  fuch,  feeing  that- they  drink  wine  without -re-i^  - 
“  ferve,  and  marry  but^one  vroman  ^,. 

“  Their  vallies  are  exceeding  fertile,  producing  plenty  of  wheat,  oatSf, 
“  and  barley,  with  abundance  of.lheep,  whilll  their  hills  are  covered  with  ■; 
“  vines,  from  which  they  make  very  good  wine-,  and  have  great  plenty 
“■  of  it^  Their  country  is  for  the  m oft  part  very  pleafant.  They  are - 
“  ingenious  in  feverai  manufadlures  of  wool  and  camels  hair  5  and  none 
of  the  neighbouring  nations  equal  them  in  making  fire-arms,  which  < 
“  they  fell  to  the  Persians,  The^  Armenians  bring  them  dyed  calli-  - 
“  cocs,  and  other  manufadlures  of  p-ersia,  alfo  rings,  knives,  and  ear-rings  .. 
“made  in  europe,  in  -  return  of  wffiich  they  receive  madder^  j  alfo  Sre- 
“  arms,  and  coarfe  woollen  manufactures)  together  with  falfe  Persian.-. 
“  money)  for  as  the  coin  of  this  empire  is  made  fmall  and  thicks  it  is  counter- 
M  felted  exaClly  with  very  little  filver.  It  is  faid  the  armen  lANsacceptof  this 


s  A  JESUIT,  wkb  whom- 1  was  particularly.,  acquaintsd  in  chi l an,  and  from  whom  I  received 
iliC  greatell  part  of  this  account. 

According  to  the  miffionary 's  account ;  others  fay  that  a  plurality  is  allowed  j  .fo  that  I  imagine 
Shey  differ  from^ach  other  in  this  particular  jn  different  parts  of  their  country,  '' 

*  A  root  which  dyes  red.. 


a 
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“  coun-terfpit  for  a  quarter  part  of  it’s  current  value;  hov/everthis  maybC;,. 
“  it  is  certain  there  are  great  quantities  of  this  money  in  Persia,  not  only ' 
“  filver,  but  gold  alfo,  Thefe  tartars  trade  likewife  with  the  rus- 
"  siANS  with  their  madder,  taking^in  exchange,  fhoes;  boots,  and  cloathfing- 
“••of  dreffed  fheep-lkinsf’ 


CHA  P.  LVI; 

ConiiniiafiGn  of  Russian  embajfy^  'with'' a  defcription- of  the  tradl 
country  from  derbend  to  Baku,  and  a  fuccindl  account  of  this  city, 

A  g  > he  29th  of.  January  1747.  we  left  derbend,  marching fouth'- 
“  1  ward,  the  high  mountain  on  which  that  city  ftands,  being  on  the  , 

“  weft,  and  the  fea  to  the  eaftward  of  us:  we  travelled  by  feveral  woods*, , 
“  and  over  a  fmall  river,  and  encamped  on  a  plain  17  werfts  from 
“  bend.  WeJiad  already,  on  the  other  fide  of  that  city,  been  much  iiT«- 
“  commoded  with  lhackalls;  but  here  their  howling  was  more  intolera^* 

“  ble,  when  one  begins,  they  all  take  the  cry ;  however  they  do  no  oth^/ 
“  mifchief’. 

“  The  30th,  We  pafted  two  very  high  ridges  covered  with  grafs,  which  ^ 
“  the  PERSIANS  faid  were  the  walls  of  a  great  city,  once  the  refidence  of 
“  the  princes  of  the  hilly  country.  From  thence  directing' our  march' 
“  through  the  ruins  of  a  large  town,  a  wood  of  oaks,  and  fdme  arable  - 
“  land,  though  now  deferred,  w’e  pafted  the  urbas,  and  feveral  little  rivers, , 
'“  till  we  reached  the  sambuR',  which  is  near  a*  mile  broad."  The  courfe 
“  of  this  river  is  rapid,  but  we  paftfed  it  without  difficulty,  and  pitched  our 
tents  on  the  fouth  banks,  leaving  behind  us  a  fmaH  fort  on  the  north  ftde. 
Here  we  found  great  plenty  of  wildfwine,  hares-,  partridges,  and  pheafants,- 
“  alfo  a  moor-fowl,  the  flefh  of  which  was  very  dehcious.  From  thence  .. 

travelling  thiough  a  country  of  rich-ground  well  watered,  and  indlffe- 
“  rently  wooded  for  about  12  werfts,  we  paftTed  through  another  town  id:  j 
“  ruins:  from- hence  the  country  is  more  fandy.. 


^^Ffom 
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‘‘February  the  21  ft.  We  pitched  our  tents  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill, 
having  a  caftle  to  the  fouth-weft.  It  was  now  clear  weather  and 
hard  froft;  we  had  the  view  of  a  very  remarkable  mountain,  called  the 
“  shah’s  hill,,  from  which  the  rfnow  appeared  in  a  great  variety  of  hues. 
“  The  next  day  we  pafied  many  rivulets,  fix  of  which  were  not  inconfide- 
rablej  their  banks  are  well  wooded  with  timber.  We  encamped  near 
the  caftle  of  shirvan, •w'hei;e  there  was  a  garrifon  of  500  Persians. 
The  3d,  we  pafted  not  far  from  the  ruins  of  a  large  city,  faid  to  be  the  old 
“  shamakie  and  pitched  our  tents  on  the  declivity  of  a  verdant  hill, 
having  the  fea  at  a  fmall  diftance  to  the  eaftward. 

“The  ^th.  We  arrived  at  the  caravanferai,  which  is  efteemed  the  firft  in 
*“  the  PERSIAN  dominions^  from  hence  are  to  be  feen  the  remains  of  forhe 
“  old  walls  which  run  into  the  fea.  Near  this  caravanferai  is  the  peak 
“  spiTZBERMACK,  which  in  form  refemblesa  man’s  hand,  and  is  of  the 
fame  kind  of  matter  as  the  walls  of  derbend.  Some  of  our  compa- 
ny  made  an  excurfton  to  the  foot  of  it,  and  thence  up  a  fteep  hill  to  a  fort, 
“  which  has  a  battlement  round  it  of  hewn  ftone.  This  runs  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  rock  till  it  forms  the  fummit  of  a  precipice,  whole  bottom 
“  the  hazy  weather  did  not  permit  us  to  difeover.  There  are  feveral 
*“  fquare  holes,  as  if  intended  to  throw  down  ftones,  and  an  arched  vault, 
of  which  part  is  broken  down  :  from  thence  we  climbed  up  about  30 
fathoms  to  the  top  of  the  peek  ;  it  forms  near  a  femicircle,  round  which 
“  we  obferved  the  remains  of  a  wall.  On  the  fouth  fide  there  are  above 
100  ftone  fteps,  by  which  we  defeended,  and  found  a  fmall  fquare  plat- 
•“  form,  furrounded  with  a  wall  of  about  12  feet  on  each  ftde;  then  go- 
^“ing  on  northward,  we  faw  nothing  but  a  precipice,  till  the  clouds  inter- 
■“  cepted  our  light,  though  the  Iky  above  us  was  ferene.  We  then 
pafted  between  an  opening  in  the  rode  to  the  weft  lide,  and  came  to  a 
fmall  fquare,  where  we  found  a  book  in  a  niche  of  one  of  the  walls, 
“  the  characters  of  which  we  apprehended  to  be  arabic  ;  the  paper  was 
very  hard  and  unpliable.  This  romatic  feene,  which  is  difficult  to  de- 
‘“feribe,  the  Persians  and  tartars  believe  to  be  the  refidence  of  the 

*  Nadir  shah  removed  the  inhabitants  to  the  weftward  over  the  mountains. 

(K 
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«  prophet  ELIAS  when  he  fled  from  ahab.  Near  it  is  the  burying-place 
”  of  fome  of  the  mahommedan  prophets.  From  hence  appeared  the 
“  fummits  of  many  mountains  raifing  their  proud  heads  above  the  clouds. 
“We  now  returned  the  fame  way  as  we  came  to  the  head  of  the  fteps^  and 
“  obferved  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  peak  a  pillar  of  flone  of  about  60  feet 
“  high,  and  near  5  feet  diameter,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  rock  was  black 
“  for  fome  diftance;  the  Persians  fay  there  fometimes  runs  aftream  of  wa- 
“  ter.  As  the  embaffador  and  his  retinue  pafTed  under  the  hill,  we  heard  t 
“  a  very  confufed  noife,  as  coming  from  a  great  diftance :  upon  our 
difcovery  of  fome  tartars,  we  refolved  to  retire  immediately.  This  > 
“’is  faid  to.  have  been  formerly  a  neft  of  robbers  j  but  the  want  of  water/ 
‘•'has  diflodged  them:  if  there  is  a  poffibility  of  an.dmpregnable  caftle,^ 
“  this  certainly  might  be  rendered  fuch. 

.  “  The  5th,  we  travelled  .about  40  werfts,-  the  mofl  part  through  a  bar-t 
“  ren  and  fandy  foil,  but 'good  road,  leaving  feveral  fprings  of  black  nap-  • 
tha  to  the  wefhvard,  and  encamped  at  the  caravanferai  near  niezabad, 

“  The  6th,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  paffing  by  three  caravanferais  • 
“  to  the  eaftward,  and  fix  wells  of  white  naptha  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  co- 
“  vered  with  verdure  on  the  north  :  the  fmell  of  the  naptha  was  very  of-^^ 
“  fenfive.  We  travelled  over  feveral  rocks  of  brown  foft  free-ftone,  and  ' 
encamped  on. the  north  fide  of  baku,  remarkable  for  the  beft  haven  • 
“  on  the  CASPIAN.  Here  fhips  can  lie  moored  head  and  hern,  with  their/ 
“  heads  to  thefea  40  fathoms  off  the  fliore,  within  the  command  of  two  * 
“  flrong  baftions,  as  alfo  by  the  fide  of  the  wall  of  the  northernmofi:  baf^ 

“  tion.  In  this  city  is  a  fumptuous  palace  of  hewn  fione,  which  the  rus- 
“  SIAN  bombs  in  1722  had  contributed  to  reduce  to  the  ruinous  hate  in* 
“  which  we  found  it.  The  Persians  fay,  that  as  the  turks  made  ufe  - 
“  of  it  as  a  magazine,  they  will  not  repair  it;  but  the  truthfis,  they  are  in/ 
“  no  circumftances  to  do  any  fuch  thing.' 

“  The  rebellion  of  1743  did  not  cofl  lefs  than  the  lives  of  15000  men, 

“  to  the  province  and  the  adjacent  country  of  shirvan.  Formerly  many 
“  merchants  lived  here,  efpecially  Indians  and  Armenians,  together 
“  with  feveral  tartars;  and,  in  the  fingle  branch  of  raw  filk,  they 

“  ufed 
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‘"^‘-ufed  to  export  400  bales  of  25  batmans  each  but  now  they  havefcarcc 
'  any  veftiges  of  commerce. 

j 

“  This  city  is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  the  TURKS :  the  fortification,  is 
femicircular,  and  the  two  points  of  it  are  extended  into  the  fea.  It  is 
“  defended  by  a  double  wall,  of  which  the  inmofi:  is  lofty  for  a  Persian 
“  fortification.  It  has  alfo  a  ditch  and  redoubts,  which  laft  conditute  the 
“  greated  part  of  its  drength.  Thefe  were  made  by  the  Russians  when 
“  they  were  maders  of  the  city ;  but  the  Persians  are  ignorant  of  the  ufe 
of  them.  The  ditch  has  no  communication  with  the  fea,  being  on  dry 
“  ground,  as  the  place  dands  on  a  declivity  j  but  they  can  fill  it  in  24 
“  hours  by  water  which  runs  from  the  adjacent  mountains.  As  all  the  coun- 
“  try  here  is  impregnated  with  fait  and  fulphur,  the  water,  though  edeem- 
“  ed  wholefome,  is  very  unpleafant.  The  neighbourhood  of  this  city  fup- 
“  plies  GHiLAN,  and  mazanderan,  and  other  countries  contiguous  with 
rock-falt,  brimdone,  and  naptha.  It  is  the  only  place  near  the  cAs-  _ 
““  piAN  that  produces  faffron,  for  which  it  is  famous.  They  have  alfo 
“  red  wine  here  of  a  drong  body  and  well-taded,  which  the  Armenians 
“  make  atSHAMAKiE,  The  country  abounds  in  hares,  deer,  and  anti- 
lopes;  the  fledi  of  the  lad  is  delicious  food.'  Round  baku  arefeveral 
lofty  and  cragged  mountains,  on  which  are  very  drong  watch-towers; 
thefe  feem  to  have  been  intended  to  give  alarm,  in  time  of  war,  of  the 
approach  of  the  Turks,  or  highland  tartars;  to  tlie  depredations  of 
.both  which  this  city  has  been  often  expofed.’’ 


CHAP. 
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'A  fuccinSf  account  of  the  aniient  Persian  religion ^  'with  fever al  minute 
particulars  relating  to  the  everlaf  ing  fre  ^  near  baku,  and  the  extracr^ 
dinary  effeSis  of  this  phceno7nenony  to  which  the  Indians  pay  divine  ho« 
nours',  alfo  of  the  feSi  called  movm  seundurain. 

I  Mud  beg  leave  to  interrupt  the  journal  of  the  embalTy  at  baku, 
where  an  objedf  prefents  itfelf  that  reminds  us  of  the  antient  re¬ 
ligion  of  the  PERSIANS.  Zoroaster,  the  founder  of  this  religion, 
appeared  about  the  year  of  the  world  2860.  This  great  phllofo- 
pher  was  druck  with  the  demondrations  of  the  perfecdion  of  that  felf- 
exident  being,  who  is  the  author  of  all  good.  Being  at  a  lofs  how 
to  account  for  the  introduction  of  evil  into  the  world  ;  he  imagined 
there  were  two  principles  ^  one  the  caufe  of  all  good,  which  he  repre- 
fented  by  light  ;  and  the  other  the  caufe  of  all  evil-,  which  he  figured  to 
himfelf  by  darknefs.  He.  confidered  light  as  the  mod  perfeCl  fymbol  of 
true  wifdom  and  intellectual  endowment  j  and  darknefs  the  reprefentative 
of  things  hurtful  and  dedruCtive.  From  hence  he  was  led  to  inculcate  an 
abhorrence  of  all  images,  and  to  teach  his  followers  to  worfhip  god -only, 
under  the  form  of  fire  j  confidering  the  brightnefs,  aCtwity,  purity,  and 
incorruptibility  of  that  element,  as  bearing  the  mod  perfeCt  refemblance  to 
the  nature  and  perfections  of  _  the  good  deity.  For  the  fame  reafon  the 
PERSIANS  firewed  a  particular  veneration  to  the  fun,  which  was  founded 
on  their  belief,  that  it  is  the  nobled  creature  of  the  vifible  world,  and  that 
the  throne  of  the  almjghty  is  feated  in  it.  This  good  principle  which 
they  acknowledged  to  be  the  omnipotent  creator  and  preferverof  all  things, 
they  called  YE  z  AD,  and  alfo  or  muz  d,  which  fignify-dipreme.  The  evil 
principle  they  diled  ahariman,  i.  e.  the  devil.  Some  have  afierted  that 
the  antient  Persians  held  a  coeternity  of  thde  two  principles;  but 
others,  who  feem  better  acquainted  widi  the  true  tenets  of  this  religion, 
agree  that  ormuzd,  according  to  the  Persian  mythology,  fird  fubfified 


As  denominated  by  the  Indians.  The  author  of  the  journal  of  the  embaffy  did  not  go  to  fee 
this  fire ;  but  the  concurrent  tcRimony  of  many  who  did  fee  it,  puts  the  matter  beyond  doubt  to  me. 

VoL.  I,  B  b  b  -'alone  • 
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alone  5  that  by  him  both  the  light  and  darknefs  were  created;  and  that - 
AiiARiMAN  was  created,  or  rather  arofe  from  darknefs..  In  the  compofi-- 
tion  of  this  world  good  and  evil  being  thus  mixed  togetlier,  they  believed- 
they  would  continue  till  the  end  of  all  things,  when  each  fliould  be  fepa-t 
rated  and  reduced  to  its  own  fphere. 

The  antient  Persians  eredVed  no  temples,  but  offered  their  facrifices  in^- 
the  open  air,  and  generally  on  the  top  of  a  hill;  for  they  efteemed  it  in— • 
jurioustO:the  majefty  of  the  coo  of  heaven,,  to  fhut  up  inwalls,  him  to- 
whom  all  things  are  open;^  whom,  the  world  cannot  contain  ;  who  fills  im-> 
menfity  with  his  prefence  ;  and  to  whom  the  whole  earth,,  with  regard  to^ 
man,  fl:iould  be  efieemed  as  an  houfe  or  temple. 

Between  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  cyrus  the  great  and  the  end 
of  that  of  DARIUS  the  fon  of  iiystaspis,  being  about  6oq  years,  after  the 
firll;  zozoASTER,*  whom  I  have  mentioned,  another  philofbpher  of  the 
fame  name  arofe.  This  lafi:  undertook  to  reform  fome  articles  in  the  an-- 
tient  religion:  he  taught  that  there  is  one  fupreme, ,  independent  and 
felf-exiftent  being.  That  under  him  there  are  two  angels,  the  one  of 
light,  who  is  the  author  of  all  good;  and  the  other  of  darknefs,  who  is  the 
author  of  all  evil.  That  thefe  tw’o,  by  a  mixture  of  light  and  darknefs,  . 
made  all  things  which  are.  That  they  are  in  a  perpetual  flruggle  with  each, 
other ;  where  the  angel  of  light  prevails,  there  good  reigns ; .  and  where  the 
angel  of  darknefs,  there  evil,  predominates.  That  this  flruggle  fliall  laft 
till  the  end  of  the  world,  when  there  will  be  a  day  of  judgment,  in  which 
all  fliall  receive  a  jufl  retribution  according  to  their  works :  after  which  the 
angel  of  darknefs  and  his  followers  fliall  be  call  into  a  world  of  their,  own, 
where  they  fliall  differ  for  their  evil  deeds  in  darknefs,  which  to  all  eternity 
fhall  be  feparated  from  the  light.  But  thofe  who  cheriflied  and  cultivated 
their  fpiritual  nature,  and  obeyed  the  angel  of  light,  fhall  go  with  him  into 
a  world,  where,  amidfl:  everlafling  brightnefs  and  triumphant  glory,  they 
fhall  receive  the  rewards  due  to  their  good  deeds. 

This  laft  ZOROASTER,  contrary  to  his  great  predeceffor,  caufed  temples 
to  be  built,  in  which  the  facred  fires  were  ordered  to  be  conftantiy  and  care¬ 
fully  preferred. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  opinions,  with  a  few  alterations,  are  ftlll  maintained  by  fome 
of  the  pofterity  of  the  antient  Indians  and  Persians,  who  are  called  ge- 
BERS,  or  GAURS,  and  are  very  zealous  in  preferving  the  religion  of  their 
anceftors  j  particularly  in  regard  to  their  veneration  for  the  element  of  fire. 
What  they  commonly  call  the  everlasting  fire,  near  Baku,  before 
which  thefe  people  ofi'er  th^ir  fupplications,  is  a  phaenomenon  of  a  very 
extraordinary  nature,  in  fome  meafure  peculiar  to  this  country,  and  there¬ 
fore  deferving  of  a  particular  defcription. 


This  obje6t  of  devotion  to  the  .gebrrs,  lies  about  10  English 
miles  north- eafl  by  eafi:  from  the  city  of  Baku  on  dry  rocky  land.  There 
are  feveral  antient  temples  built  with  ftone,  fuppofed  to  have  been  all  dedi¬ 
cated  to  fire ;  mod:  of  them  are  arched  vaults  not  above  10  to  15  feet  high. 
Amongft  others  there  is  a  little  temple,  in  which  the  Indians  now  wor- 
fiiip  :  near  the  altar  about  3  feet  high  is  a  large  hollow  cane,  from  the  end 
of  which  ifiues  a  blue  flame,  in  colour  and  gentlenefs  not  unlike  a  lamp 
that  burns  with  fpirits,  but  feemingly  more  pure.  Thefe  Indians  affirm, 
that  this  flame  has  continued  ever  fince  the  flood,  and  they  believe  it  will  lafl;  to 
the  end  of  the  world  j  that  if  it  was  refilled  or  fupprefled  in  that  place,  it  would 
rife  in  fome  other.”  Here  are  generally  forty  or  fifty  of  thefe  poor  de¬ 
votees,  who  come  on  a  pilgrimage  from  their  own  country,  and  fubfifl 
upon  wild  fallary,  and  a  kind  of  Jerusalem  artichokes,  vffiich  are  very 
good  food,  with  other  herbs  and  roots,  found  a  little  to  tlie  nortli- 
ward.  Their  bufinefs  is  to  make  expiation,  not  for  their  own  fins  only,  but 
for  thofe  of  others,  and  they  continue  the  longer  time,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  perfons  for  whom  they  have  engaged  to  pray.  They  mark  their 
foreheads  with  faffron,  and  have  a  great  veneration  for  a  red  cow.  They 
wear  very  little  cloathing,  and  thofe  who  are  of  the  mofl:  diflinguiflied  piety, 
put  one  of  their  arms  upon  their  head,  or  fome  other  part  of  the  body,  in  a 
fixed  pofition,  and  keep  it  unalterably  in  that  attitude. 


A  little  w^ay  from  the  temple  is  a  low  clift  of  a  rock,  in  which  tiiere  is 
a.  horizontal  gap,  2  feet  from  the  ground,  near  6  long,  and  about  3  fe^et 
broad,  out  of  which  iflfues  a  -conflant  flame,  of  the  colour  and  nature  1  liave 
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already  dcfcrlbed  :  when  the  wind  blows,  it  rifes  fometimes  8  feet  high, 
but  much  lower  in  ftill  weather ;  tliey  do  not  perceive  tliat  the  flame 
makes  any  impreffion  on  the  rock.  This  alfo  the  Indians  worfhip,  and 
fay  it  cannot  be  reflfled  but  it  will  rife  in  fome  other  place.  About  20 
yards  on  the  back  of  this  clift  is  a  well  cut  in  a  rock  12  or  14  fathom  deep, 
with  exceeding  good  water. 

The  earth  round  this  place,  for  above  Uvo  miles,  has  this  farpriz- 
ing  property,  that  by  taking  up  two  or  three  inches  of  the  furface,  and 
applying  a  live,  coal,  the  part  which  is  fo  uncovered,  immediately  takes 
Are,  alrnofl  before  the  coal  touches  tlie  earth  ;  the  >flame  makes  the  foil 
hot,  but  does  not  confume  it,  nor  affedt  what  is  near  it  with  any  degree  of 
heat.  Any  quantity  of  this  earth  carried  to  anotlier  place  does  not  produce 
this  efledt.  Not  long  flnee  eight  horfes  were  confumed  by  this  fire,  being 
under  a  roof  where  the  furface  of  the^.  ground  was  turned  up,  and  by  fome. 
accident  took  flame.. 

If  a  cane  or  tube,  even  of  paper,  be  fet  about  2  inches  in  the  ground/ 
conflned  and  clofe  with  earth  below,  and  the  top  of  it  touched  with  a  live 
coal,  and  blown  upon,  immediately  a  flame  iffues  without  hurting  either  the 
cane  or  paper,  provided  the  edges  be  covered  with  clay  j  and  this  method 
diey  life  for  light  in  their  houfes,  which'  have  only  the  earth  for  the  floor  : 
three  or  four  of  thefe  lighted  canes  will  boil  water  in  a  pot  5  and  thus 
they  drefs  their  vidluals.  The  flame  may  be  extinguifhed  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  as  that  of  fpirits  of  winer  The  ground  is  diy  and  ftony,  and  the  more 
flony  any  particular  part  is,  the  flironger  and  clearer  is*  the  flame  3  it  fmells 
fulphurous  like  .naptha,  but  not  very  offenflve; 

Lime  is  burnt  to  great  perfedion  by  means  of  this  phenomenon  y 
tlie  flame  communicating  itfelf  to  any  diflance  where  the  earth  is  uncover¬ 
ed  to  receive  it.  The  floncs  mufl;  be  laid  on  one  another,  and  in  three  days 
the  lime  is  compleated.  Near  this  place  brimflone  is  dug,  and  naptha- 
Iprings  are  found. 

The  chief  place  for  tlie  black  or  dark- grey  naptha  is  the  fmall  ifland 

WE  TOY,  now  uninhabited,  except  at  fuch  times  as  they  take  naptha  from 
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thence.  The  Persians  load  it  in  bulk  in  their  wretched  veffels;  fo  that 
fometimes  the  fea  is  covered  with  it  for  leagues  together.  When  the  wea¬ 
ther  is  thick  and  hazy,  the  fprings  boil  up  the  higher  5  and  the  naptha 
often  takes  fire  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  runs  in  a  flame  into  the 
fea,  in  great  quantities,  to  a  diflance  almofl;  incredible.  In  clear  weather 
the  fprings  do  not  boil  up  above  2  or  3  feet :  in  boiling  over,  this  oily  fub- 
fiance  makes  fo  ftrong  a  confifleiicy  as  by  degrees  almoft  to  clofe  the  mouth 
of  the  fpring  j  fometimes  it  is  quite  clofed,  and  forms  hillocks,  that  look  as 
black  as  pitch  ^  but  the  fpring,  which  is  refilled  in  one  place,  breaks  out  in 
another.  Some -of  the  fprings,  which  have  not  been  long  open,  form  a 
mouth  of  8  or  10  feet  diameter.  - 

The  people  carry  the  naptha  by  troughs  into  pits  or  refervoirs,  drawing  it ' 
off  from  one  to  another,  leaving  in  the  firfl:  refervoir  the  water,  or  the  hea¬ 
vier  part  with  which  it  is  mixed  when  it  ilTues  from  the  fpring.  It  is  un- 
pleafant  to  the  fmell,  and  ufed  moflly  amongfl;  the  poorer  fort  of  the  Per¬ 
sians,  and' other  neighbouring  people,  as  we  ufe  oil  in  lamps,  'ortobolL 
their  viduals  j  but  it  communicates  a  difagreeable  tafle.  They  find  it  burn 
beft  with  a  fmall  mixture  of  allies as  they  find  '  it  in  great  abundance, 
every  family  is  well  fupplied.  They  keep  it,  at  a  fmall  diflance  from’ 
their  houfes,  in  earthen  velTels  under  ground,  to.  prevent  any  accident  by 
fire,  of  which  it  is  extremely-fufceptible,.- 

There  is  alfo  a  white  naptha  on  the  penlnfula  of  apc heron  of  a  much"  i 
thinner  confiftency;  but  this  is  found  only  in  fmall. quantities.  The  Rus¬ 
sians  drink  it  both  as  a  cordial  and  medicine^  but  it  does  not  intoxicate  : 
if  taken  internally  it  is  faid  to  be  good  for  the  flone,  as  alfo  for  diforders  of  the. 
breafl,  and  in  venereal  cafes,  and  fore  heads^  to  both  the  lafl  the  Persians  > 
are  very- fubje(fl.  Externally  applied,  it  is  of  great  ufe  in  fcorbutic  pains,  • 
gouts,  cramps,  &c.  but  it  mulEbe  put  to  the  part  alfeded  only  3  it  pene¬ 
trates  inflantaneoully  into  tire  blood,  and  is  apt,  for  a  Ihdrt  time,  to  create' 
great  pain.  It  has  allb  the  property  of  fpirits  of  wine  to  take  out  greazy 
fpots  in  filks  or  woollens  j  but  the  remedy- is  Worfe  than  the  difeafe  j  for  it 
.leaves  an  abominable  odour.  They  fay  it  is  carried  into  india  as  a  great 
rarity,  and  being  prepared  as  a  japan,  is  the  mofl ^beautiful  and  lafling  of 

any- 
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‘any  that .  has  been  yet  found.  Not  far  from  hence  are  alfo  fprings  of  hot 
water,  which  boil  up  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  naptha,  and  very 
’thick,  being  impregnated  with  a  blue  clay,  but  it  foon  clarifies.  Bathing 
in  this  warm  water  is  found  to  flrengthen,  and  procure  a  good  appetite, 
..efpecially  if  a  fmall  quantity  is  alfo  drunk. 

Thefe  medicinal  qualities,  and  the  purity  of  the  air,  have  formerly 
vcaufed  it  to  be  frequented  by  numbers  of  Persians,  and  other  people  of 
.the  firft  quality  from  the  remoteft  parts;  here  are  yet  the  remains  of  many 
'ftately  buildings,  and  a  large  burying- place ;  one  mofque  in  particular,  which 
vis  very  large,  and  has  a  flone- cupola. 

I  have  already  mentioned,  that  shah  abas  drove  the  worfhippers  of 
■hre  out  of  Persia  :  they  were  then  very  numerous  in  feveral  provinces, 
which  have  ever  fince  been  thinly  inhabited.  I  heard  of  no  towns  or 
villages  only  guebarabad  near  Isfahan,  where  there  are  any  who 
openly  profefs  that  religion,  except  thefe  miferable  pilgrims  of  whom  I 
have  been  fpeaking. 

This  religion,  which  has  many  marks  of  a  fpiritual  difpofition  in  its  vo- 
-taries,  feems  'to  be  no  objedl  of  deteftation,  compared  witli  that  mention¬ 
ed  by  0LEx'\.Rius  and  Mr.  otter.  They  give  an  account  of  a  certain  peo- 
,ple,  of  whom  there  are  yet  fome  atsAHRiE^’,  called  moum-seundu- 
rain,  or  extinguifhers  of  candles.  Thefe  are  the  reverfe  of  the  roman 
matrons,  who  performed  the  fecret  rites  of  the  bona  dea,  and  with 
whom  it  was  the  higheft  prophanation  to  admit  of  the  prefence  of  a  man. 
Both  fexes  are  neceffary  to  the  rites  of  the  moum-seundurain  :  af- 
•ter  eating  and  drinking  liberally,  in  great  filence  and  ceremony  they  put 
out  the  candles,  and  promifcuoufly  changing  their  places,  throw  afide 
the  diftindlion  of  rational  creatures.  Though  mahommedanism,  be¬ 
yond  moft  other  religions  in  the  world,  indulges  its  votaries  in  the  ido¬ 
latry  of  VENUS ;  yet  this  fed:  has  been  perfecuted  more  than  once,  and  is 
held  in  great  deteftation  by  the  difciples  of  mahommed.  I  mud  now 
■proceed  to  the  continuation  of  the  journal  of  the  Russian  embafly. 


^  Sometimes  wrote  sarj. 


CHAP. 
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Conclufion  of  the  Russian  embajfyy  with  a  defcription  of  the  country  from 
BAKU  to  SHAMAKiE,  and from  thence  to  reshd^ 

“’'TJAVIN  G  tarried  under  ^  the  walls  of  Baku  for  6  days,  and  re- 
“  Xn,  packed  ou^- baggage,,  the  ..  1 2th  of  February  1747  we  returned- 
back  the  fame  way  for  about  6  werfls,  and  then  directing  our  courfe 
“  fouthward,  we  encamped  in  a  fandy  valley,  .with  a  lake  of  fait  water 
to  the  eaft.  The  next  day  we  pafTed  feveral  rivulets  covered  with  nap- 
^‘-tha,  with  which  the  adjacent  hills  to  the  well  abound:  we  pitched" 
‘^‘'our  tents  near  a  caravanferai  on  the  fea- fide;;  The  14th  we  marched - 
“  weflerly  at.the  foot  of  a  barren  hill,  and  crolTed  a  ftately  ftone- bridge 
‘‘of  one  arch,  but  there  was  no  water  under  it.  We  obferved  a  great 
“  quanity  of  fea-glafs  ^  of  a  very  choice  quality;  The  weilern  profpedt - 
“  was  now  continually  bounded  by  lofty  mountains :  in  one  of  the  fmalleft  ' 
“  we  were  told,  that,  fome  years  fince,  there  was  a  volcano 5  but  at  pre^ 

“  fent  no.  fmoke  ilTued  from  it.  To  the  north  of  us  was  a  mountain,  . 
“  which  fparkled  like  diamonds,  arifing  from  the  fea-glafs  and  chriftals 
“  with  which-  it  abounds.  We  now  directed  our  courfe  north- weft,  the- 
“  mountains  intercepting  our  paflage  till  we  came  to  navahy,  the  inha- 
“  bitants  of  which  appeared  to  be  .in  extreme  poverty,  and  were  encamp-  - 
“  ed  about  a  mile  to>the  fouth.  We  perceived  feveral  beautiful  women,  , 
“  faid  to  be  the  wives  of  the  governor ;  as  foon  as  they  faw  us,  they  hid  ■ 
“  their  faces,  .  and  fled  into  an  adjacent  cavern.  Our  cavalry  turned  ■ 
“Touth-eaft  over  a  very  high  mountain,  where  it  was  with  fome  difficulty  ; 
“  we  could  lead  our  hoifes ;  but  our  carriages  went  round  the  north- eaft 
“  end  of  the  mountain.  Having  travelled  about  80  werfts  from  ba- 
“  KU,  we -encamped  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain  on  the  banks  of  a  lake  of 
“  frefti  water,  where  the  Persians  were  met  by  feveral  of  their  women, 

“  whom  they  had  left  at  salyan,  and  other  places,  on  the. banks  of  the*- 

“  KURA.  -  bii  ' 

»  Commonly  called  ifingldfs,  of  which  lanthorns.are  made. . 
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•'‘The  1 6th,  we  travelled  through  a  fandyaiid  uncultivated  country, 
‘'‘with  moraffes  to  the  weft,  and  lofty  mountains  to  the  eaft  of  us.  Vio- 
'“Jent  rains  having  fallen  on  a 'clay- ground,  the  next  day  our  camels, 
horfes,  and  mules  were  extremely  fatigued,  infomuch  that^  we'could  not 
travel  above  15  werfts :  wp  encamped  on  the  fide  of  a  very  large  lake. 
'The  weather  clearing  up,  we  found  ourfelves  funounded  with 
“  mountains,  whofe  tops  are  ever  covered  with  fnow.  Thefe  were  inha- 
habited  by  a  tartar  prince  called  shemace  who,  it  is  faid,  cannot 
bring  above  5000  men  ‘into  the  field;  and  yet  neither  nadir,  nor  his 
“  greater  predecefihr  abas,  could  ever  reduce  thefe  people  to  fubjedion. 
“  The  former,  though  a  wife  prince,  difdaining  that  fo  mean  a  competitor 
ftiould  reign  within  his  dominions,  determined  to  reduce  their  chief; 
“  and,  contrary  to  advice,  as  well  as  to  the  experience  of  paft  ages,  marched 
“  20,000  men  into  thefe  cold  and  inhofpitable  mountains,  where  it  is  faid 
“  he  loft  more  than  half  of  them.  It  is  morally  impofiible  to  bring  artilie- 
ryinto  this  country;  and  if  it  was  pradicable,  the  tartars  defend  them- 
felves  with  a  number  of  forts,  which,  from  their  fituation,  are  impregnable. 
“  As  their  valleys  are  fertile,  and  produce  abundance  of  grain,  they  are  never 
“  neceflitated  to  expofe  their  country  to  flavery,  by  their  commerce  with 
the  PERSIANS,  or  any  other  people.  Their  love  of  liberty  is  not  be  era- 
•“  dicated,  and  as  they  are  in  thehigheft  degree  jealous  of  it,  they  are  con- 
“  tinually  on  the  watch  to  guard  their  pafies,  and  to 'keep  a  ftore  of  arms 
and  provifion. 


“  The  1 8th  we  encamped  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  shamakie,  be- 
tween  the  city  and  a  branch  of  the  river  belaja,  the  banks  of 'which 
“  are  fteep.  The  waters  which  fall  from  the  mountains  from  the  north- 
“  weft  are  troubled.  The  shamakie  mentioned  by  hiftorians,  which  is 
faid  to  have  contained  12,000  families,  and  many  public  and  fuperb 
“  edifices,  was  certainly  very  different  from  this  w^hich  nadir  shah  re- 
“  moved  from  the  other  fide  of  the  mountains,  in  hopes  of  keeping  the 
“  inhabitants  in  fubjedtion.  This  city  however  appeared  more  rich  and 
populous  than  both  derbend  and  baku  ;  but,  to  the  great  amazement 


The  general  name  of  shemkall.  is  given  to  thefe  chiefs. 


“  of 
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of  the  embaflador  and  his  people,  the  Persian  army  which  convoyed 
us,  exercifed  their  cruelties  in  fo  arbitrary  a  manner,  that,  in  three  days 
‘‘  time,  the  (hops  of  the  Armenians,  Georgians,  Indians,  and  tar- 
‘‘  TARS,  as  well  as  of  the  Persian  citizens  were  either  locked  up,  or 
‘‘  plundered,  though  we  could  not  difcover  any  other  reafon  for  it,  than 

‘‘  that  of  the  infolence,  inhumanity,  and  rapacioufnefs  of  the  foldiers. 

% 

“  This  city  is  a  regular  fquare  of  near  three  miles  in  circumference,  de- 
“  fended  by  a  ditch  and  a  wall  of  earth,  with  a  gate  to  the  north,  and  an- 
‘‘  other  to  the  fouth.  It  has  three  paved  flreets  in  the  fame  diredlion,  inter- 
fedled  by  narrow  lanes,  with  a  fquare  in  the  centre,  which  ferves  as  a 
“  market-place,  where  we  faw  a  few  pieces  of  cannon.  They  have  good 
gardens,  and  their  vineyards  produce  wine,  as  already  mentioned.  Be- 
“  tween  the  city  and  the  hills  is  a  fmall  town,  chiefly  inhabited  by  ar- 
menians. 

We  might  have  made  our  tradl  from  baku  much  fliorter,  without 
returning  back  fo  far  northward,  but  no  provifion  had  been  collected  in 
**  that  rout  ;  and  as  to  coming  diredtly  from  derbend  to  shamakie, 
the  highland  tartars  to  the  fouthw^ard  of  that  city  towards  the 
KURA,  though  they  acknowledge  fubjedlion  to  the  Persians,  fubflfl: 

“  too  much  by  plunder,  to  be  trufled. 

'  “  February  the  28th,  having  flaid  here  ten  days,  as  well  to  refrefli  our 

“  felves,  as  for  other  reafons,  Ave  directed  our  courfe  fouthwards  over  a  mar- 
“  fliy  plain  for  15  werfts.  March  the  ift,  Our  way  lay  through  a  fandy 
“  plain,  where  we  pitched  our  tents  on  the  north  banks  of  the  lake  musa  : 

“  the  PERSIANS,  who  yet  remained  with  us,  went  over  to  the  fouth  fldc. 
“In  this  place  were  fuch  a  number  of  wild  goats  and  pheafants,  that  we 
“  killed  fome  almoft  at  every  fliot.  The  next  day  we  croffed  the  mo-  ^ 
“  rafs ;  the  road  being  very  bad  we  were  obliged  to  repair  it  before  it  was 
“  paflable. 

“  The  3d,  Early  in  the  morning  ive  marched  15  werfls,  and  encamped 
“  on  the  north  flde  of  the  famous  river  kura,  near  the  bridge  of  boats, 
half  a  mile  to  the  weflward  of  which  the  aras  and  the  kura  join 
VoL.  1.  C  c  c  “  their 
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their  flreams,  and  run  into  the  Caspian  fea.  A  little  to  the  eaftward 
“  is  a  caftle  in  ruins,  though  it  was  built  fo  lately  as  the  time  of  nadir 
“  SHAH.  There  is  another  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  j  here  is  a  circu- 
“  lar  pyramid  of  near  50  feet  high ;  in  which  are  niches  filed  with  28 2, 
“  human  heads,  of  die  late  Persian  and  tartar  chiefs  of  the  shama- 
“  KiE  rebellion,  who  were  all  belieaded  in  one  morning.  Thefe  tar- 
“  TARS  had  not  acknowledged  fubje^lion  to  Persia,  and  yet  they  were 
“  treated  as  rebels. 

The  4th,  we  paffed  the  kura  ^  on  a  very  mean  bridge  of  boats  held 
together  by  an  iron  chain  of  about  500  feet  long  :■  This  river  has  high 
fandy  banks :  direding  our  courfe  fouth- weft,  we  encamped  on  the 
“  banks  of  the  aras.  Here  we  found  feveral  fmall  villages,  almoft  the 
“  only  ones  inhabited  which  we  had  feen  fince  we  left  Baku  j  and  thefe, 
in  three  days  time,  were  treated  in  fuch  a  manner  by  our  Persian  con- 
‘‘  voy,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  leave  their  houfes,.. 
“  their  wives  and  children  to  the  mercy  of  thefe  fpoilers. 

“  The  ARAS  runs  into,  the  wide  and  extended  plains  of  moghan  which 
“  reach  near  180  miles  from  north  to  fouth,  and  60  from  eaft  to  weft  j  they 
“  are  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Caucasus,  and  the  fouth  by  the  t  au- 
“  Rus  5,  having  a  hilly  country  to  the  weft,  and  the  fea  to  the  eaft.  Thefe 
“  plains  were  formerly  inhabited  by  fhepherds,  who  lived  in  tents,  and  were 
“  rich  in  herds  and  flocks  ^  they  profefled  the  religion  of  the  magi,  and  lived 
“  peaceable  and  innocent  lives.  This  was  alfo  the  great  nurfery  of  per- 
“  SIAN  cavalry,  and  where  the  fovereigns  of  this  country  bred  thofe  beau- 
“  tiful  horfes  for  which  the  Persians  were  diftinguilhed.  Thefe  plains 
“  abound  in  ferpents  of  different  fpecies  :  in  the  hot  months  of  the 
“  fummer  the  inhabitants,  are  wont  to  retire  with  their  flocks  into  ,tla|^ 
mountains.  They  have  plenty  of  wild  fwine,  deer,,  and  antilopes,  wim 

®  This  word  is  alfo  wrote  mo  can,  and  cbuli  mocham. 

^  It  might  perhaps  have  been  more  agreeable  to  fome  readers,  if  I  had  called  the  river  kura  -  by  "its 
antient  name  cyrus,  and  the  aras,  araxesj  but  as  all  modern  maps  adopt  the  modern  names,  I 
thought  it  molt  confiftent  to  follow  their  example,  efpecially  as  I  have  done  the  fame  with  regard  to  other 
places.  ^ 

sThenames  Caucasus  and  taurus  are  fometimes  ufed  fynoiumou%  ;  but  what  the  proper 
dillindtion  is  in  different  places  I  know  not. 

‘  “  various 
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‘‘  various  kind  of  fowl,  which  we  diverted  ourfelves  in  fhooting.  Nadir 
‘‘  treated  the  inhabitants  with  great  feverity  5  either  difperfing,  deflroying, 
‘‘  or  fending  them  to  khorasan. 

The  1 5th,  A  report  prevailed  in  our  camp,  that  the  lesgees,  between 
DERBEND  and  BAKU, had  made  inroads  into  the  low  countries,  and  defeat- 
“  ed  the  Persian  forces j  alfo  that  they  had  feduced  the  inhabitants  of  sha- 
“  MAKiE  to  join  them.  Whatever  grounds  there  were  for  this  alarm,  the 
“  embalTador  decamped  with  fome  precipitation.  We  marched  20  werfls. 
over  hard  fmooth  ground,  and  encamped  on  the  banks  of  a  flanding  wa- 
ter  which  communicated  with  the  kura.  We  fhould  have  made  our 
march  longer,  but  that  we  found  great  fcarcity  of  cattle  for  our  carriages. 

The  1 6th,  We  marched  fouth  ead  22  werfls  through  thefe  deferted 
plains,  which  now  were  extremely  delightful,  abounding  in  grafs  and 
“  flowers,  with  great  plenty  of  phyflcal  herbs :  they  are  alfo  refreflied  by 
feveral  fmall  rivet's  which  run  into  the  Caspian  fea.  We  encamp-, 
‘‘  ed  on  the  banks  of  a  lake  of  frefh  water :  the  day  following 
we  pafled  by  fix  remarkable  round  hills,  and  encamped  on  the  foot  of 
“  another,  20  werfls  from  our  lafl  flage.  The  i8th,  we  directed  our  courfe 
fouth-w'efl,  where  a  ridge  of  high  mountains,  covered  with  fnow,  pre- 
“  fented  themfelves  to  our  viewj  our  road  lying  over  a  rifing  ground  he- 
“  decked  with  clover,  and  feveral  kinds  of  herbs.  The  banks  of  the  river 
‘‘  iLCHAY  are  high  and  fandy;  the  flream,  though  fbmewhat  rapid,  is 
“  clear;  it  abounds  in  fifli  of  the  fize  of  a  common  trout,  of  a  filver  colour, 
with  fmall  excrefcences  on  their  heads  like  horns.  We  encamped  on  a  plain 
“  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river,  near  a  fmall  inhabited  village.  We  then 
“  diredled  our  courfe  due  fouth  through  a  marfliy  ground  overgrown  with 
“  reeds  and  brambles,  pafling  by  feveral  habitations,  cultivated  lands,  and 
“  gardens  abounding  in  fruit-trees  ;  fuch  as  almonds,  figs,  apples,  plumbs, 
“  and  cherries :  thefe  being  now  in  their  bloflbm  afforded  no  fmall  delight, 
though  this  day’s  journey  was  very  fatiguing. 

The  19th,  We  travelled  through  marfliy  lands  well  wooded,  crofling 
many  flreams,  over  which  we  were  obliged  to  make  bridges ;  and  en- 

C  c  c  2  camped 
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“  camped  on  the  river  kezilagach/  The  weather  was  now  ferene,  and 
“  the  fun  warm,  though  the  nights  were  very  cold.  The  next  day  the 
“  fcene  was  much  the  fame  as  on  tlie  i8th,  and  gave  us  much  plea- 
“  fure.  As  we  proceeded  foUthward,  the  fpringfeemed  to  make  great  ad- 
vances  every  day.  In  travelling,  the  novelty  of  places  alfo,  when  ihe  heart 
“  is  at  eafe,  exhilarates  the  fpirits,  as  it  were,  by  a  more  peculiar  benignity 
“  of  providence. 

“  The  23d,  The  great  difficulty  we  found  in  procuring  the  cattle, 
which  were  necelTary  for  the  embaffador’s  ufe,  obliged  us  to  tarry  till 
“  this  day  :  we  then  marched,  through  marffiy  grounds  and  lofty  woods, 
“  where  alfo  grow  many  wild  fruit-trees.  From  thence  our  road  was  on 
“  a  caufe-way,  made  by  shah  abas  the  great,  as  well  for  the  facility 
of  marching  an  army,  as  to  fupport  the  communication  and  trade  of 
“  thefe  parts.  Having  marched  20  werfls  we  encamped  on  the  north 
“  banks  of  the  river  lankar. 

“  The  24th,  Our  march  lay  on  the  fea-ffiore,  which  is  fandy.  The 
“  country  to  the  welfward,  under  the  mountains  of  ghilan,  is  fo  thick 
‘‘  of  wood,  and  marffiy,  as  hardly  to  be  paffable  at  this  feafon  of  the  year; 

Vines,  pomgranates,  and  orange-trees  are  alfo  in  great  abundance  :  we 
‘‘  encamped  on  the  fide  of  a  lake. 

The  25th,  Our  march  on  the  fea-ffiore  was  very  laborious,  on  account  of 
“  the  fluid  fands :  we  forded  the  river  astara,  fituated  in  the  province  of 
the  fame  name,  whofe  governor  is  independent  of  that  of  ghilan  or  shir- 
“  VAN.  This  province  is  rich  in  grain,  fruits,  and  filk- worms  j  but  the 
“  air  is  unwholfome.  On  the  hills  to  the  weflward  are  the  remains  of 
“a  fortification  built  by  the  Russians  5  here  are  feveral  fmall  villages 
‘‘  meanly  inhabited,  and  the  houfe.s  in  a  ruinous  condition  3  the  inhabitants 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains  having  frequently  committed  hoililities 
“  in  thefe  lov/  lands.  The  27th,  our  road  lying  partly  on  the  fea-fliore, 
“  and  partly  through  woods  and  marfiiy  lands,  we  pafled  many  rivers  and 
‘‘  rivulets,  gathering  oranges  and  pomgranates,  which  we  found  in  great 
plenty,  but  neither  of  them  delicious  in  flavor.  The  31  ft,  the  roads 

“  continuing  the  fam.e,  made  our  three  days  marches  very  ffiort.  April 

“  the 
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the  I  ft,  our  courfe  lay  on  a  caufe-way,  with  deep  ditches  on  both  ftdcs, 
“  meeting  with  a  great  number  of  fmall  rivers,'  in  which  this  country  a- 
“  bounds j  at  length  we  pitched  our  tents  on  'the  banks  of  the  lesar,, 
“  near  which  there  is  a  large  plain. 

‘‘The  2d,  This  day  exhibited  a  fcene  of  defojation  in  the  number  of  ruined 
“  villages,  through  which  we  pafted,  though  the  foil  appeared  to  beextremely 
“  fruitful.  This  country  alfo  abounds  in  timber  intermixed  with  fruit-trees,. 
“  and  vines,  whofe  grapes  are  faid  to  produce  good  wine.  We  pafted  no  lefs  than 
“  16  fmall  rivers,  and  encamped  near  the  town  of  keskar.  Here  we  found 
‘‘  a  great  body  of  ousbeg  tartars  belonging  to  the  Persian  army, 
“  who  had  permiffion  to  live  at  difcretion,  till  the  inhabitants  ftiould  pay 
“  a  heavy  contribution,  which  the  shah  had  impoftd  on  them.  Some  of 
“  thefe  tartars  gave  proof  of  great  virtue  and  moderation  ^  whilft  others 
“  violated  matrons  and  virgins  with  a  favage  licentioufnefs,  often  killing 
“  not  only  the  men  who  oppofed  them,  but  the  women  alfo.  This  town, 

and  the  diftridl  of  the  fame  name,  is  under  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  go- 
“  vernor  of  ghilan,  whofe  relidence  is  at  reshd.  Not  long  fince  this 
“  place  was  remarkable  for  the  quantity  of  raw  filk  it  produced,  and 
“  for  many  filk  fabrics  5  but  the  oppreffion  of  nadir’s  government  feem-- 
“  ed  to  have  involved  every  thing  in  one  common  ruin.  Near  this  place 
“  we  faw  the  ruins  of  a  fort  which  the  Russians  had  formerly  built  to 
“  prevent  the  incurlions  of  the  neighbouring  mountaineers. 

m  A 

“  The  3d,  As  the  embaftador  novvefteemed  himfelf  fecure,  wdth  regard 
“  to  the  rebellion  towards  the  kura,  and  near  the  end  of  his  journey  to 
“  ghilan,  he  halted.  The  4th,  v/e  marched  20  werfts,  through  delightful 
“  woods  and  gardens  5  and  crofting  feveral  rivulets  over  ftone  bridges,  w'e 
“  encamped  on  the  halkalajan,  whofe  banks  are  very  pleafant. 

“  The  5th,  the  country  ftill  continued  pleafant;  we  marched  over  two 
“  rivers  and  a  lake,  and  the  day  following  the  embaftador  made  his  en- 
“  trance  into  reshd.” 
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LIX. 

J  coqfling  pilot,  containing  a  particular  defcription  of  the  coajls  and  ports  cf  the 

CASPIAN  fea^. 


I  Shall  conclude  this  account  of  Persia  with  the  following  defcription  of  the 
coafts  and  ports  of  the  Caspian  fea,  extracted  from  captain  woodroofe’s 
coafting  pilot.  The  fubjedl  has  fome  connexion  with  what  has  been  faid  in  the 
2 2d,  23d,  and  24th  chapters  of  this  volume;  and  though  it  may  be  barren  of 
pleafure  to  thofe  who  delight  neither  in  commerce,  geography,  nor  navigation ;  yet 
as  this  fea  has  merited  the  attention  of  hiftorians ;  and  the  British  nation  never 
had  any  accurate  information  Concerning  it,  we  may  prefume  that  the  following 
account  of  its  navigation  will  not  be  ungrateful  to  fome  readers.  The  original 
papers  of  captain  woodroofe,  from  whence  this  defcription  is  extrafled,  are 
more  verbofe,  but  do  not  contain  any  thing  material  that  I  have  omitted. 


“  From  ASTRACHAN  to  YERKIE  is  6o  ENGLISH  miles  *.  the  channel  is  for  the 
moft  part  pretty  good,  except  juft  below  iwan  chuk,  where,  at  low  water,  there 
“  is  only  8  feet  at  moft.  Ships  formerly  entered  and  cleared  out  at  yerkie  *,  but 
that  place  being  now  almoft  overflowed,  is  left  in  ruins,  and  the  office  removed 
“  to  sadlistova,  about  2  leagues  to  the  northward. 

“  Near  yerkie  is  the  ifland  caraza,  where  all  goods  imported  are  landed,  and 
ware-houfes  built  for  their  reception  in  quarantain ;  and  fliips  lay  off  for  the 
“  fame  purpofe.  There  is  generally  7  ^  feet  water  on  yerkie  bar,  but  upon  extra- 
“  ordinary  winds  it  rifes  to  9  or  10  feet.  In  order  to  fail  over  yerkie  bar,  and  down 
to  cHETiRiE-BOGORiE,  after  you  get  to  the  lower  part  of  the  river  below  yerkie, 
and  are  paft  the  reeds,  fleer  out  a  little  wefterly ;  or  if  the  weather  be  clear,  and 
“  fhews  CHETIRIE-BOGORIE,  keep  the  land  open;  then  failing  over  7  i  feet, 
you  find  a  bottom  of  hard  fand  for  near  half  a  mile,  and  it  deepens  to  2  and 
“  2  i  fathoms.  If  you  come  to  anchor  in  2  i  fathoms,  run  it  about  two  cables 


f  See  Chart  Chap.  XX. 
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“  length  to  the  well  towards  a  little  red  cliff  on  the  ifland  tooleena,  where  there^ 
“  is  3  fathoms  water,  and  a  good  holding  ground  with  black  mud  and  fand. 

“  All  the  coafl  is  very  low  and  marfhy,  and  the  air  over  it  being  generally  hazy,, 
“  it  is  difficult  to  diftinguiffi  places.  From  yerkie  all  veffels  take  their  der 
parturc,  and  this  place  they  alfo  make  when  homeward  bound. 

Goufna-serotka  lies  about  9  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  yerkie,  and  near 
“  it  is  generally  two  fathoms  water ;  but  on  the  middle  fand,  which  lies  off  che- 
TiRiE-EOGORiE  from  fouth  fouth-eaft  to  fouth  fouth-eaft  half  fouth,  at  the  dif- 
“  tance  of  near  8  leagues  is  only  8  feet  water.  It  muff  be  remarked,  that  as  low 
“  as  CHETiRiE-BOGORiE  there  is  generally  frefh  water,  except  after  a  gale  of  fouth- 
‘‘  erly  wirtd.  On  leaving  the  bank  of  goufna-serotka,  the  fea  deepens  fo  as 
“  you  cannot  find  a  bottom  Vi^ith  any  line. 

“  In  this  fea  there  are  no  tides  *,  but  hard  gales  of  wind  either  from  the  north 
“  or  fouth,  raife  the  water  3  or  4  feet,  and  fometimes  more,  and  when  thefe 
“  gales  ceafe,  the  water  returns  to  its  ordinary  depth,  with  a  prodigious  current, 
“  and  confufed  fea.  It  mull  alfo  be  obferved  that  it  is  the  fame  on  the  Persian 
“  coafi;  as  on  the  Russian  ;  but  rendered  ftronger  and  more  irregular  on  the  latter, 
“  by  the  ftreams  which  iffue  from  the  volga,  iamba,  and  yaeik.  This  occafions 
“  thelofs  of  many  veffels ;  for  the  force  of  thefe  currents  is.  apt  to  deceive.  Captain 
“  wooDROOFE,  after  his  firft  voyage,  inffead  of  heaving  the  logg,  made  ufe  of  deep 
fea-lines,  and  the  heavieff  lead ;  for  the  lead  remaining  Heady,  difcovered  his 
“  coLirfe  more  exadly.  It  is  alfo  to  be  noted,  that,  on  the  north- coafl,  the  found- 
“  ings  begin  before  you  enter  much  into  thefe  contrary  currents,  which  ^are  gene-^ 
“  rally  occafioned  by  the  wind  coming  from  the  oppofite  points  of  north  or  fouth;. 
“  The  RUSSIANS  lofe  many  veffels  on  the  fholes  of  the  north  coafl  for  want  of  at- 
“  tention  and  flcill.  Thefe  veffels  when  laden,  generally  draw  9  or  10  feet  wa- 
“  ter;  and  as  they  run  into  ii  or  12  feet  before  a  fouth  or  fouth-eafl  wind,, 
“  which  frequently  raife  a  tumbling  fea,  it  mult  neceffarily  endanger  their  fecurity. 
“  This  might  be  eafily  prevented  by  keeping  to  the  eaftward  towards  kara- 
“  GANSKoi,  or  the  ifland  of  kura  lie,  in  all  which  are  very  fafe  roads. 

As  the  land  both  at  chitcheena  and  kulalie  is  low  and  marfhy,  and- 
“  fpring  and  fall  are  generally  attended  with  great  fogs  j  the  unexperienced  navi- 
*■*  gator  mull  be  on  his  guard,  particularly  on  the  well  coafl,  where  he  muff  keep.' 
“  his  lead  going  •,  and  when  he  comes  into  35  or  40  fathoms  water,  then  he  muft 
“edge  into  30  fathoms ;  as  he  approaches  curicHEENA  the  ground  is  flielly,, 

“•  with 
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“with  a  light  grey  fand.  Then  hailing  out  north  north-eafl:,  or  north-eaft  by 
“  north,  he  will,  pafs  over  a  clean  white  fand,  which  runs  out  fouth-eaft  from 
“  CHiTCHEENA  into  12  and  .  1 5  fathoms  water.  The  nearer  he  approaches  to 

TOOLE  ENA  the  ground  is  blacker,  but  about  5  leagues  to  the  eahward  is  a  clean 
“  grey  fand  without  mud. 

“  The  diftance  between  chitcheena  and  tooleena  is  about  9  leagues,  8  of 
“  which  are  a  good  channel  :  but  it  muft  be  particularly  remarked  that  too- 
“  leena  is  rather  a  fliole  than  an  ifland  *,  for  when  the  water  is  high,  nothing  but 
“  reeds  appears  upon  it,  and  in  turning  to  windward  it  is  not  advifeable  to  ftand 
“  nearer  either  to  it  or  chitcheena  than  in  3  fathoms  water.  If  neceflity  obliges  to 
“  run  between  the  point  of  land  and  chitcheena,  keep  pretty  clofe  the  point,  bc- 
“  caufe  on  the  other  fide  there  is  a  fliole  which  runs  a  great  way,  and  a  little  fpot 
“  that  is  quite  dry. 

“  At  herb  END  there  was  formerly  a  landing-place  for  goods,  but  it  is  now 
“  under  water.  This  is  the  worfl:  port,  if  it  may  be  called  fuch,  in  the  whole 
“  CASPIAN  fea,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  loading  and  unloading  of  boats  on  the 
“  fliore,  but  from  the  ftony  foul  ground  in  the  road. 


“  On  the  weft  coaft  you  ought  to  keep  the  lead ’'as  foon  as  you  make  derbend. 
When  on  fliore  you  will  find  hard  ftony  ground  intermixed  with  cockle  and 
“  .mufcle  Ihells  in  about  30  or  40  fathoms. 


“  From  May  to  September  there  are  feldom  any  hard  gales  of  wind,  and  there- 
fore  fliips  in  derbend  road  bringing  the  lower  end  of  the  fouth  wall  to  bear 
“  due  weft,  may  lie  in  7  fathom  water,  which  is  about  1  of  an  English  mile  from 
“  the  fhore.  Here  is  a  clean  fpot  of  fandy  ground  for  at  leaft  2  cables  length 
“  every  way;  but  in  v/inter  it  is  not  advifeable  to  come  nearer  than  i  i  mile  in  1 1 
fathoms,  and  to  lie  as  near  the  middle  of  the  two  walls  as  polTible,  where  the 
“  ground  is  not  altogether  fo  bad  :  but  there  are  many  loofe  ftones  very  hurtful 
to  cables,  fo  that  care  muft  be  taken  not  to  lay  too  flack  moored,  that  the  va- 
“  riable  winds  which  blow  on  this  coaft,  and  the  counter  currents  which  fome- 
“  times  fhilt  feveral  times  a  day,  may  not  do  mifchief.  It  is  always  found  the 
beft  method  to  lie  at  Angle  anchor,  and  to  have  your  fails  furled  with  rope 
“  yarn,  fo  as  to  be  ready  on  any  emergency.  It  is  never  obferved,  that  the 
eafterly  winds  blow,  above  2  i  points  from  the  fliore. 


*  Sea-phrafe  for  throwing. 
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“  The  next  port  Is  niezabad,  by  others  called  niezawoy,  where  there  is 
“  clean  holding  ground  of  ouze  and  fand.  Between  this  and  spitzbermack  is  a 
“  remarkable  rocky  hill,  near  the  fea-Iide.  The  Russian  charts  mention  two  rocks 
“  called  the  dwa  bratie  ;  but  captain  woodroofe  fays,  he  traced  that  place 
“  very  often  without  finding  them. 

“  The  RUSSIANS  and  Persians  often  pafs  through  the  ftreights  of  apsheron 
“  between  swetoi  and  the  main  ;  this  is  very  furprizing  as  the  pafiage  is  dange- 
“  rous,  and  they  have  30  leagues  of  good  fea-room  between  zrloi  and  the 
“  eafeern  main.  If  the  navigator  is  under  a  neceffity  of  going  between  swetoi  and 
“  the  weftern  main,  there  is  a  good  channel  through  it  with  3  i  fathoms  clay 
“  ground  for  near  half  a  mile  wide :  but  on  both  fides  are  many  rocks,  fo  that 
“  there  is  no  venturing,  except  by  day-light,  and  taking  proper  care  to  keep  the 
“  lead.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  zeloi  there  is  good  anchoring-ground,  and  pro- 
“  teftion  from  the  northerly  winds ;  care  however  mufl;  be  taken  of  a  fhole 
“  that  runs  eaft  fouth-eafi;  from  this  ifiand,  which  rifes  pretty  bold,  and  has 
“  white  clifts  on  the  fouth  fide  i  in  clear  weather  they  may  be  feen  at  the  diftance 
“  five  or  fix  leagues. 

“  Being  bound  from  the  northward  to  baku,  it  is  neceflfary  to  give  the  great 
“  shah’s  bank  a  good  birth then  hall  in  about  weft  north-weft  for  the  en- 
“  trance  of  the  bay,  which  lies  between  the  ifiand  nargin  and  a  little  fifiiing- 
“  town  :  on  a  bluff  point  on  the  weftern  main,  is  a  clear  channel  of  feven  fathoms 
“  near  a.  league  over.  Veffels  fometimes  go  to  the  eaftward  of  nargin  ;  but  the 
“  rock  of  DAVERiSH,  as  well  as  feveral  fholes  which  were  formerly  ifiands,  toge- 
“  ther  with  the  fmall  depth  of  three  fathoms,  render  that  channel  dangerous.  On 
“  the  eaft  fide  of  the  bay  of  baku  they  dig  fait  and  brimft«ne,  and  coafting 

veffels  receive  their  loading's.  In  the  mole  of  baku  is  two  fathoms  water.  This 

O 

“  may  be  denominated  the  beft,  if  not  the  only  true  port  in  the  Caspian  fea. 


“  The  ifiand  boullah  lies  to  the  fouth-weft  of  baku  *,  to  the  eaft  and  fouth 
“  there  is  about  10  fathoms  water  ;  but  to  the  weft  is  a  bank  of  fand  from  the 
weftern  main,  which  is  almoft  dry. 

I 

“  SwiNOY  is  a  bold  ifiand  about  four  leagues  from  the  weftern  main  ;  but 
**■  there  are  two  rocks  near  the  north  end  of  it.  The  fhole  of  fand,  called  the  little 
“  shah’s  bank,  is  about  6  miles  long,  and  2  broad,  and  has  only  14  feet  water. 
“  The  foundings  round  it  are  very  gradual,  and  as  you  approach  it,  the  ground 


^  As  exprefled  in  the  fea-chart.  ®  Sea-term  for  keeping  at  a  diftance  faom  land,  in  allufiow 

to  room  in  a  Ihip,  for  which  this  term  is  alfo  adopted. 
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“  changes  from  loofe  mud  to  fand.  The  ifland  kura,  though  low,  is  very  fteep 
“  on  all  Tides.  About  3  leagues  fouth-eaft  by  fouth  from  this  ifland  is  a  rock 
“juft  at  the  water’s  edge,  which,  at  a  diftance,  refembles  two  boats.  Neither  the 
“  RUSSIANS  nor  the  Persians  in  my  time  were  acquainted  with  them ;  and  it  is 
“  more  than  probable  that  many  vefiels,  in  their  paflage  from  the  river  kura  to 
“  BAKU,  have  been  loft  upon  this  fpot.  To  as  never  to  have  been  more  heard  of. 
“  This  river  has  at  the  entrance  two  fathoms  water,  and  is  a  general  rendezvous 
“  for  all  PERSIAN  veflels  going  to,  or  returning  from  baku.  Coming  in  with 
“  the  coafl:,  navigators  fhould  have  a  particular  care  to  avoid  a  bank  of  fand 
“  about  5  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  enzellee,  where  it  is  only  ii  feet  water. 
“  The  proper  place  for  anchoring  in  enzellee  road,  is  to  bring  the  Ifore- 
“  houfes  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  bar  to  bear  fouth  fouth-weft,  and  to  run  into 
“  10  or  12  fathoms  water.  Captain  woodroofe  frequently  obferved,  that  in 

coming  from  the  northward  with  a  hard  gale  of  w'ind  at  north,  on  his  arrival 
“  on  this  coaft,  it  has  veered  to  the  north-weft,  the  fouth  eaft,  or,  as  generally 
“  happens,  to  the  weft  j  fo  that  when  the  wind  is  north  at  Tea,  the  veflTels  in  this 
“  road,  having  it  in  the-points  juft  mentioned,  lie  in  the  trough  of  the  Tea,  and 
“  ride  in  a  very  difagreeable,  as  well  as  infecure  manner. 

“  The  river  sefietrood  having  feldom  above  3  feet  water  at  its  entrance,  is' of 
“  no  ufe  to  fhips,  though  there  is  a  very  good  depth  within  the  bar.  As  a  rapid 
“  ftream  runs  from  this  river  into  the  fea  with  a  great  eddy,  it  is  not  proper  to 
“  hold  nearer  than  7  fathoms  water,  though  there  is  5  or  6  fathoms  within  three 
“  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  fhore.  If  you  get  into  this  eddy  with  little  or  no  wind, 
“  there  is  great  danger  of  being  driven  a-fhore  to  the  fouthward,  and  many  a  per- 
“  SIAN  veffel  has  been  loft  in  calm  weather.  About  4  miles  up  the  sefeitrood  a 
“  fmall  channel  runs  into  the  lake  of  enzellee,  and  ferves  as  a  paflage  for  boats ; 
“  but  at  very  low  water  they  are  obliged  to  hall  them  over  a  fhole  for  about  40 
“  yards.  Were  it  not  for  this  inconvenience,  there  would  be  communication  between 

perrybazar  and  rudizar  for  loaded  boats  without  the  neceflity  of  going 
“  to  fea.  To  the  fouthward  of  sefietrood  there  is  a  cove,  the  entrance  of  which 
“  is  near  a  cable’s  length  with  two  fathoms  water;  and  as  there  is  the  fame  depth 
“  within,  1 2  or  15  fail  of  fhips  might  lie  land  locked  with  the  utmoft  fecurity. 

“  The  next  port  is  langarood  cove,  which  is  about  2  4  miles  from  eafl  to 
“  weft,  and  about  one  from  north  to  fouth.  As  it  has  10  or  ii  feet  water,  it 
“  would  ftand  one  of  the  higheft  in  rank,  were  it  not  that  the  entrance  is  fo  nar- 
“  row,  that  it  muft  be  buoy’d  before  it  is  attempted.  LANCAROod  road  is  how- 
“  ever  much  frequented :  the  beft  place  to  anchor,  is  to  bring  the  point  on  the 

“  fouth 
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“  fouth  fide  of  the  bar  to  bear  fouth-wefl:  by  weft,  and  the  peak  of  lahijan  hiU 
“  weft  fouth-weft  running  into  7  fathoms  water,  where  there  is  clean  fandy 

o-round  i  ^  mile  from  the  fhore.  It  muft  be  obferved  there  is  a  bank  of  fand 

O 

“  which  extends  itfelf  from  sefietrood  about  3  leagues  to  the  bottom  of  this 
“  bay.  On  the  edge  of  this  bank  about  20  fathoms  there  is  foft  mud.  The 
“  river  which  runs  up  to  the  town  of  LANOAROod,  is  about  a  cable’s  length  to  the 
“  weftward  of  the  fouth  of  the  bar,  and  is  almoft  concealed  with  reeds.  Its  courfe 
“  is  north-eaft  There  is  a  fliole  of  7  feet,  but.it  afterwards  deepens  to  two  fa- 
“  thorns. 

AtEMMAROod,  or,  as  it  is  fom.etimes  called,  obe  asky,  is  a  fmall  village  to* 
“  the  eaft,  with  a  river  navigable  for  boats  drawing  4  feet  water.  By  means  of 
“  the  lakes,  it  communicates  with  mesche  dizar  :  off  which  you  may  anchor  in  9; 
“  fathoms  water  in  clean  ground. 

“  The  next  place  is  far  a  bad,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  bank  of  a  little  riv^er. 
“  Off  this  town  one  may  anchor  in  10  fathoms  water  in  good  ground  j  however 
“  the  beft  of  thefe  roads  on  the  fouth  coaft  are  but  difagreeable,  as  there  is  generally 
“  a  fwell  from  the  fea.-  The  wind  is  generally  wefterly  ;  when  it  comes  from  the 
“  eaft  point,  it  is  very  moderate,  and  attended  with  pleafant  weather  even  in  the 
“  midft  of  winter.  The  navigation  of  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  Caspian  from 
“  F  ARAB  AD  to  ASTRA  BAD  bay  is  Very  fafe  and  eafy,  the  foundings  regular,  and 
“  the  ground  clean.  The  palace  of  ashereff,  which  is  built  with  ftone,  is  a 
“  good  land- mark,  and  may  be  feen  a  great  way  at  fea. 

‘‘  Coming  either  from  the  north  or  weft,  the  fureft  way  to  fail  over  astrabad 
“  bar  into  the  bay,  is  to  bring  the  lower  point  of  land  on  the  weft  fide  to  bear 
“  fouth-weft  at  1  T  mile  diftance.  In  calm  weather  it  juft  appears  above  the  wa- 
“  ter,  and  when  there  is  any  fea,  the  breakers  are  vifible  :  fteeringin  fouth  fouth- 
“  eaft  foutherly  till  that  fpit  of  fand  bears^due  w'eft,  then  fteering  fouth  and  fouth 
“  by  weft,  you  may  anchor  about  a  mile  to  the  weftward  of  the  entrance  of  the 
“  river  korgan  ;  but  in  going  into  kandagasar  road,  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve 
“  a  fpit  of  fand  which  runs  about  half  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  that  river.  The 
“  bar  has  1 1  to  12  feet  water,  with  hard  fand  for  about  a  mile,  then  deepens  to 
“  3  £  and  4  fathoms,  whth  a  bottom  of  foft  clay.  If  the  weather  prevents  the 
“  fight  either  of  the  fpit  of  fand,  or  breakers  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  bar,  run  witlv 
“  in  a  mile  of  the  eaft  main,  which  is  eafy  to  be  feen,  fteering  in  fouth  and  fouth 
“  by  weft  :  there  is  the  fame  depth  all  over  the  bay,  which  is  from  two  ta  tour  ■ 
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“  fathoms  water,  in  the  fpring  and  fall  of  the  year.  There  is  a  fmall  low  ifland 
covered  with  reeds,  which  appears  to  the  north-eafc  of  astrabad  bar,  very 
near  the  eafl:  main ;  there  is  not  above  five  feet  water  round  it ;  but  a  league  to 
the  weftward  is  two  fathoms. 


“  From  the  bar  of  astrabad  to  the  fouth  end  of  the  ifiand  ogrujinskoi,  or, 
as  the  PERSIANS  call  it,  idak,  is  32  i  leagues,  Feering  north-weft  by  north  half 
north.  The  deepeft  water  in  that  trail  is  from  7  to  i  o  fathoms,  foft  ground, 
“but  10  leagues  to  fea  there  is  35  fathoms  water,  deepening  gradually.  The 
“  channel  between  the  north  end  of  idak  and  the  weft  of  deverish  is  near  a 
“mile  and  a  half  wide,  with  three  or  four  fathoms'  water  j  the  north  end  of 
idak  lies  under  water,  and  is  terminated  by  an  eminence,  which  appears  as 
“  an  ifland.  Between  the  eaft  end  of  deverish  and  naphtonia  there  is 
“  another  channel,  which  is  very  narrow.  You  have  good  flicker  between 
“.NAPHTONIA  and  ogrujinskoi,  either  from  the  north-eaft  or  weft,  with  the  ad- 
“  vantage  of  putting  out  to  fea  with  any  wind.  The  beft  water  is  clofe  to  the 
“  ifland  dargan,  where  there  is  clean  ground;  but  the  north  fide  of  it  is  ftony. 
“  Da  gad  AW  is  a  little  high  ifland  about  two  cables  length  from  the  north  main'^ 
“  and  full  two  fathoms  water  round  it;  the  anchorage  is  fo  fecure,.  that  the  Ihip 
“  might  be  moored  to  the  ifland,  and  a  ftage  built  from  heron  fliore.  A  little 
“  way  from  this  ifland  there  are  two  large  rocks  above  water;  three  or  four  leagues 
“  further  you  have  but  nine  feet  water,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  only 
“  five.  The  points  on  the  north  fide  of  the  entrance  of  this  lake  confift  of  high 
“  red  cliffs  which  form  a  fand  or  gravel  of  the  fame  colour  waflied  from  it,  and 
“  from  thence  it  is  called  KRASNA-woDA‘.  Within  that  point  the  banks  are  all 
high  rugged  rocks,  the  reft  lying  under  water 


“  Concerning  the  lake  karabogaskoi,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  all  the  eaft- 
“  coaft  from  krasna-woda  to  cape  karaganskoi  is  a  ragged  fliore  and  rocky 
“  ground  ;  iij  many  places  there  are  high  rocks  at  a  diftance  from  the  fhore, 

which  appear  as  iflands ;  but  prudence  forbids  a  near  approach  to  them. 

% 

“  In  the  latitude  of  43  there  feems  to  be  a  large  inlet  behind  fome  high  rocks ; 
but  we  never  had  occafion  to  make  a  difcovery  of  it.  From  42  to  43  de- 
“  grees  there  is  a  fand-bank  8  or  9  leagues  broad,  and  20  leagues  in  extent;  on 
it  there  is  about  25  fathoms  water,  which  always  appears  difcoloured. 

®  Which  in  Russian  fignifies  red  water. 

*  A  more  particular  defcription  of  balsham  is  contained  in  chap.  XXXIV, 

“  Cape 
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“  Cape  karaganskoi,  and  the  idand  kulalie,  are  already  mentioned  :  in  the 
“  former  there  is  good  flielter  from  fouth  and  fouth-eaft  winds ;  and  the  latter  has 
“  a  very  good  harbour,  where  there  is  lo  or  ii  feet  water,  with  clean  fandy 
“  ground.  This  ifland  is  barren  and  uninhabited  ;  but  the  harbour  is  the  general 
“  rendezvous  for  all  the  Russian  velfels,  which  load  filh  at  the  yaeik  for 
“  kislar  and  derbend.  There  are  feveral  fmall  iflands  to  the  eaftward  of 
“  kulalie  j  but  we  never  had  any  opportunity  of  furveying  them. 


The  END  of  the  FIRST  VOLUME. 
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TO  THE 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


The  L  A  D  Y 

ELIZABETH  GERMAIN, 

Madam, 

I  Can  with  great  truth  afliire  your  ladyship,  that  it  is 
not  without  a  mixture  of  wonder,  that  I  reflect  upon 
my  publifhing  this  journal  of  travels ;  to  explain  and  il- 
luftrate  which,  I  have  been  conftrained  to  enter  into  an  hilto- 
rical  detail  of  our  commerce  over  the  Caspian  fea\  If 
any  part  of  this  work,  fhould  be  ufeful  to  the  public,  the 

a  2  merit 
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iv  DEDICATION. 

merit  is  not  mine,  but  belongs  properly  to  your  ladyship, 
and  to  LORD  and  lady  vere  ;  in  compliance  with  whofe 
requeft,  the  tranhent  thoughts  1  had  entertained  on  this  fob- 
jedl,  were  carried  into  execution. 

The  firft  volume  will  foew,  that  I  have  not  been  con¬ 
tented  with  the  bare  office  of  an  hiftorian  :  I  have  ven¬ 
tured  to  give  my  thoughts  on  perfons  and  things ;  which, 
-according  to  the  different  fobjed:s  of  my  reflexions,  often  con- 
flitute  me  a  moralifl,  and  fometimes  a  politician.  Upon  the 
whole,  this  is  a  mifcellaneous  work  ;  in  the  profocution  of 
which,  I  am  the  more  expofed  to  fall  into  thole  inaccuracies 
which  may  tempt  fome  to  criticize,  who  have  not  the  'can¬ 
dor  to  conflder,  that  I  am  an  author  by  accident,  and  cannot 
be  faid  to  offend  againfl:  rules,  with  wliich  I  do  not  pretend 
to  be  acquainted.  ’  * 

•  »  *  - 

I 

What  a  man  has  feen,  he  feems  to  have  a  right  to  relate, 
if  he  conceives  it  to  be  of  foch  a  nature  as  may  turn  to  the 
public  advantage  :  but  the  common  failing  of  private  men, 
is  to  efteem  the '  incidents  of  their  own  life,  if  there  be  any 
^ .  thing  in  them  out  of  the  common  road,  of  greater  confe- 
quence  to  the  public  than  they  really  are.  This  opinion  of 
our  own  lignificancy  will  however  be  corredled  by  the  judge¬ 
ment  of  the  public,  to  which  I  readily  fobmit, 


In 
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In  performances  of  fuch  a  nature  as  this,  if  either  informa¬ 
tion  or  inftrudion  refults  from  them,  it  is  of  a  more  extenfrve 
influence,  than  what  arifes  from  the  perufal  of  the  adlions  or 
fentiments  of  perfbns  in  a  more  exalted  lj3here  of  life ;  becaufe 
the  number  of  thofe  who  can  be  either  informed  or  inftruded 
by  the  memoirs  of  eminent  ftatefrnen  or  great  captains,  bears 
but  a  frnall  proportion  to  the  multitudes  that  may  receive  be¬ 
nefit  from  the  obfervations  of  fuch  as  have  run  through 
fcenes,  in  which  every  common  reader  may  poflibly  become, 
an  adlor.- 

To  inlpire  the  mind  of  a  reader  with  the  deflre  of  ading 
in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  relation  in  which  we  fland,  to 
the  great  lord  of  nature,  as  well  as  to  our  fellow-creatures, 
appears  to  me  the  noblefl:  objed;  that  an  author  can  have 
in  view.  If  by  adhering  to  this  principle,  I  have  fometimes'> 
given  into  religious,  as  well  as  moral  reflexions,  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  thought,  that  I  fland  in  need  of  any  laboured  ex^ 
Gufe.  Some  indulgence  is  certainly  due  to  the  natural  frame 
and  conflitutions  of  men’s  minds ;  and  whoever  has  run 
through  dangers  and  has  experienced  difficulties,  will  gra¬ 
dually  contrad  Ibmewhat  of  this  ferious  dilpofltidn,  how  little 
foever  he  might  have  entertained  of  it  before  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  thofe  who  at  the  firfl  perufal  may  diflike  thefe  remarks^ 
in  a  future  period  of  their  lives,  may  difcover  that  frich  fen^ 
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timents  merit  a  better  reception.  To  be  kindly  received  at 
firfi:  fight  is  very  agreeable  ;  yet  to  be  efteemed  upon  re¬ 
flexion  is  of  the  two,  moft  to  be  de%ed. 

..  I 

* 

/ 

To  temper  that  ferloufnefs.  which  reigns  throughout  this 
hook,  it  is  requilite  there  fliould  be  a  mixture  of  other  mat¬ 
ter  ;  for  we  feldom  profit  by  writings  that  do  not  afford 
amufement.  Such  a  mixture  there  will  be  found  ;  flnce  my 
fubjefl;  alfo  leads  me  to  treat  of  many  great  events,  which  for 
their  Angularity  have  the  air  of  romance :  fbme  of  thefe  have 
hitherto  efcaped  notice,  and  others  have  been  very  conAifedly 
and  imperfectly  reprefented.  Variety  is  the  moft  effectual 
method  of  pleaAng ;  for  the  human  mind  having  very  diffe¬ 
rent  faculties,  is  fatisAed  in  proportion  as  a  Analler  or  greater 
number  of  thefe  are  matiAed. 

I 

There  has  been  a  general,  and  I  doubt,  too  juft  a  fufpi- 
cion,  that  in  penning  the  ftory  of  their  own  travels,  authors 
have  fometimes  fought  to  heighten  the  agreeablenefs  of  their 
relations,  by  deviating  from,  or  magnifying  the  truth.  The 
fame  notion  carried  a  little  farther,  has  produced  ingenious 
fictions,  fufceptible  of  greater  ornaments ;  and  which,  though 
they  did  not  inform  fo  much,  have  pleafed  more.  I  dare 
ayer,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  aver,  that  there  is  nothing  of  that 
kind  in  thefe  fheets :  and  therefore,  how  Angular  focver  fbme 

paffages 


paflages  may  appear^  it ‘will  be  only  jufticc:  to  believe  them^ 
literally  true,  particularly  with  regard  to  what- d  relate  from 
my  own  knowledge  ;  knd  as  to  other  fa<3is,  ^  J:  ha\^e  beer^ 
careful  to  avoid  being  impoled  upon  mylelf,  fb  I  have  en-> 
deavoured  to  avoid  becoming  the  inftrument  of  impohng; 
falfehood  upon  others. 

It  has  been  long  a  maxim  with  .me,  that  a  book  fhoulcf 
be  the  true  pidture  of  the  author’s  mind ;  luch  with  all  its 
imperfedlions  I  am  fure  is  this.  The  folly  of  writing,  if  it 
be  one,  is  a  folly  I  fhall  never  commit  again ;  and  having  ta¬ 
ken  this  refolution,  I  have  faid  all  that  I  have  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  the  pubhc. 

Whatever  the  fate  of  my  endeavours  may  be,  I  fhall  ftill 
hope  for  the  continuance  of  your  ladyship’s  protedion. 
If  the  ftrongeft  fenfe  of  gratitude ;  if  the  moft  profound 
veneration  for  the  quaHties  you  pollefs ;  and  more  elpecially 
for  that  unwearied  beneficence  which  is  your  peculiar  cha- 
radleriftic,  ought  to  merit  your  efteem,  I  fhall  always  pre- 
ferve  a  juft  title  to  it.  In  faying  this  I  commend  myfelf,^ 
without  paying  half  the  tribute  that  is  due  to  your  virtues, 
which  are  too  great,  and  too  numerous,  to  be  concealed 
from  the  world,  I  conclude  this  long  addrefs  with  the  moft 
zealous  wifhes,  that  providence  may  prolong  the.  thread  of 


DEDICATION. 


Vlll 

your  life,  to  be  a  bleffing  to  the  humble  and  poor,  and  a 
Alining  example  to  the  great  and  happy.  I  am,  with  th^ 
moft  fincere  relpedi:,  ' 


London, 
January,  1753. 


i  '»  - 


Madam, 


Your  ladyship’s 


moft  obliged,  and 


moft  devoted 


fervant, 


Jonas  Hanway. 
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Explanation  of  the  Copper-Plates  in  this  Work. 


'  VoL.  I. 

FrontiTpiece  to  title-page,  Britannia  and 
PERSIA  holding  up  a  map  of  the  routs 
from  LONDON  to  PERSIA. 

The  arms  of  the  Russia  company,  emble- 
mifed,  to  dedication. 

A  map  of  part  of  independent  tat  ary, 
called  the  Orenburg  ej^pedition,  under 
the  RUSSIAN  jurisdidfion.  page  14 

..Ditto  of  fome  provinces  in  Siberia.  14 
Ditto  appendage  of  the  Orenburg  expedi¬ 
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PART  I. 


THE 

AUTHOR’S  RETURN 

FROM 

PERSIA  TO  RUSSIA, 

V  WITH  « 

An  hiftorical  account  of  the  Caspian  trade,  to  the  prohi¬ 
bition  of  it. 


CHAP.  L 

T’he  author  returns  to  Russia  with  a  cargo  of  raw  filk,  A  barge  fent^up 
the  VOLGA /o  astrachan  with  letters  is  plunder ed^  and  the  crew  niur^ 
dered.  The  author  performs  quarantdin,  and  goes  up  to  astrachan. 

I  HAVE  thus  difcharged  the  duty  I  impofed  on  myfelf  to  give  a  de- 
fcription  of  the  Caspian  fea  and  its  fhores,  from  modern  and  au¬ 
thentic  relations,  corroborated  by  my  own  experience.  Having  alfo  given 
VoL.  II.  A  a  par- 
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a  particular  account  of  my  own  adventures  and  obfervations  in  Persia,  I 
now  prepare  to  leave  that  country. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  1744?  I  left  Reshd,  and  arrived  at  per- 
RYBAZAR,  intending  to  depart  for  astrachan.  Here  we  embarked 
in  a  flat  bottomed  Persian  boat,  to  go  down  the  canal  formed  by  the  in¬ 
roads  of  the  fea:  the  reeds  through  which  we  palled  fent  forth  an  un¬ 
grateful  flench.  The  fand  bank  on  the  bar  of  enzellee  is  often  fliift- 
ed  by  the  north  winds,  which  ufually  create  a  great  furge,  and  render  it 
difficult  to  get  off  the  fhore.  In  about  five  hours  we  reached  the  penin- 
fula  of  ENZELLEE,  where  the  Russian  conful  bakoonin,  and  leveral 
merchants  of  that  nation  had  taken  up  their  lodgings  in  tents,  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  the  pure  air,  and  for  the  eafier  communication  with  their 
fhips.  I  vifited  the  conful,  and  defired,  as  there  was  no  plague  or  epi¬ 
demical  diflemper  in  ghilan,  that  he  would  grant  a  bill  of  health  for 
captain  woodroofe^s  crew  and  paffengers.  Upon  which  he  required 
me  to  fend  on  fhore  two  of  our  Russian  feamen,  who  wanted  to  leave 
the  fliip,  though  we  could  not  conveniently  navigate  her  without  them : 
as  I  knew  that  he  had  given  countenance  to  thefe  mutinous  fellows,  I 
defired  to  be  excufed.  He  then  demanded  in  very  imperious  terms,  if 
I  acknowledged  him  as  her  imperial  majefly’s  conful.  I-  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative,  and  that  otherwife  I  fhould  not  have  applied  to  him  for  a 
bill  of  health,  As  fuch  then,  replied  he,  I  demand  the  two  Russian 

fubjedts.*'  Upon  this  occafion  he  took  the  liberty  to  tell  me  with  fome 
warmth,  that  I  oppofed  his  meafures,  and  had  been  continually  intriguing 
fince  I  came  into  Persia.  What  he  meant  I  know  not,  nor  do  I  believe 
he  knew  his  own  meaning ;  this  I  know,  that  he  was  too  much  an  ene- 
my  of  our  trade,  to  reliffi  my  endeavours  to  eflablifh  it.  If  moderate 
prefents  and  a  decent  deportment  could  have  made  him  our  friend,  the 
fadlors  either  in  ghilan,  or  in  St.  Petersburg,  were  not  wanting  in 
this  refpedl  j  but  he  feemed  determined  to  oppofe  our  interefls.  I  con¬ 
tented  myfelf  with  laughing  in  his  face,  in  return  for  this  vague  and  idle 
accufation,  but  as  he  gave  his  word  of  honour,  that  the  men  fhould  re- 
jturn  on  board  according  to  their  engagement  to  ferve  the  fhip,  I  confent- 

ed 
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ed  to  their  coming  afhore  :  we  parted  in  a  civil  manner,  and  upon  his 
giving  us  a  bill  of  health,  I  went  on  board. 

Though  the  faccefs  which  we  had  at  astrab  ad,  was  no  more  than  an 
effed  of  what  has  been  always  conddered  as  one  of  the  antient  laws  and 
*  cufloms  of  PERSIA  j  yet  in  the  diRrelTed  flate  of  that  country,  had  it  not 
been  for  elton’s  connexions,  and  the  shah’s  pride  in  appearing  fuperior 
to  thefe  rebellions,  we  might  not  have  had  fuch  good  fortune.  The  whole 
fum  hitherto  recovered,  was  faithfully  invefted  in  raw  filk,  which  after  fo 
many  perils,  I  had  now  the  fatisfadion  to  fee  fafe  on  board  j  upon  which 
we  departed. 

The  29th  of  September,  after  a  paflage  of  13  days,  we  came  to  anchor 
at  YERKiE  :  here  we  were  vifited  by  the  commander  of  the  guarddiip, 
who  informed  us,  that  if  we  had  any  other  goods  on  board  but  fuch  as 
were  of  the  produce  of  ghilan,  and  did  not  declare  them,  the  law 
made  it  death  to  the  offender,  befides  burning  the  fhip  and  cargo.  Mr. 
BAKooNiN,  the  RUSSIAN  conful,  had  reprefented  to  the  governor  of  as- 
TRACHAN,  that  there  was  a  plague  at  cashan,  from  whence  manufadu- 
red  PERSIAN  goods  were  wont  to  be  brought  into  Russia.  The  com¬ 
mander  having  required  us  to  come  on  fliore,  we  went  to  a  fmall  unin¬ 
habited  ifland,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  entrance  of  the  volga.  Afire  be¬ 
ing  made,  the  furgeon  and  his  attendants  took  the  windward  of  us,  and 
demanded  to  fee  our  breafls,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cafes ;  and  after  he  was 
fatisfied  that  we  had  no  infedion,  our  letters  were  delivered  to  him,  be¬ 
ing  firft  dipped  in  vinegar,  and  dried  in  the  fmoak.  The  next  day  the 
commander  fent  for  the  captain  and  myfelf  to  come  on  fhore,  on  the  fame 
Ifland,  where  we  were  a  fecond  time  interrogated  if  we  had  any  cashan 
goods  on  board,  and  by ‘virtue  of  an  order  he  had  received  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  required  of  us  to  declare  in  writing  in  what  places  we  had  been  ■ 
fince  we  left  Russia. 

The  I  ft  of  Odober,  we  found  the  water  fall  from  12  to  9  4  feet,  fo 
that  we  lay  near  the  ground ;  but  the  danger  was  not  great,  becaufe  the 
winds,  which  create  a  fwell,  raifed  the  water  alfo.  On  the  2d,  the  v/ind 

A  2  blew 
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blew  fo  hard  atfouth  wed,  that  the  Russian  fhip  which  departed  from 
GHiLAN  in  our  company,  having  loft  her  ftieet  anchor,  was  driven  on 
ftiore  at  chetirie  bogcrie,  and  in  .  no  fmall  danger  of  being  plun¬ 
dered  by  the  khalmucks.  After  we  had  waited  here  with  impatience 
till  the  nth  of  Odober,  in  very  cold  and  difagreeable  weather,  without 
any  fupplies  of  frefti  provifion  j  a  fignal  was  at  length  made  by  the  guard- 
fhip,  for  us  to  come  on  board.  Here  we  had  the  mortification  to  learn,  that 
we  were  ordered  to  perform  a  quarantain  of  fix  weeks  on  an  uninhabited 
ifland,  a  little  to  the  eaftward  3  but  it  was  impofiible  for  us  to  execute  this 
order,  in  all  its  parts,  as  there  was  not  fufficient  water  for  our  fhip  by  tv/o 
feet.  However,  the  news  which  afflicfted  us  moft  was,  the  lofs  of  all  our 
'letters,  difpatches,  and  paftports,  with  the  lives  of  twelve  foldiers  :  for  one 
of  the*  EM  press’s  boats  which  was  fent  up  eleven  days  before,  had  been 
attacked  on  the  way  by  the  khalmu^cks,  and  the  whole  crew  mur¬ 
dered.  Upon  this  two  boats  well  armed  were  fent  up  the  river  in  fearch 
of  thefe  barbarians  who  had  committed  this  outrage.  At  length  on  the 
-1 6th,  I  received  letters  from  the  English  agent  in  astrachan,  acquaint¬ 
ing  me  that  captain  woodroofe’s  fhip  and  crew  were  ordered  to  perform 
a  quarantain  of  twelve  weeks  inftead  of  fix,  and  that  neither  the  fliip  nor 
myfelf  would  be  permitted  to  return  to  Persia  in  quarantain.  The  whole 
fecret  of  the  affair  was,  that  her  imperial  majefty’s  minifters  finding  that 
Mr.  ELTON  was  deeply  engaged  in  projects,  which  they  confidered  as 
detrimental  to  the  Russian  empire,  had  given  orders  to  the  governor  of 
astrachan,  not  only  to  prevent  any  goods  going  to  the  confignment  of 
Mr.  ELTON  j  which  was  naturally  confidered  as  a  prelude  to  the  total  pro¬ 
hibition  of  the  trade  j  but  alfo  to  detain  the  two  British  fliips  as  foon  as 
they  ftiould  arrive.  However,  fix  weeks  quarantain  would  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  as  well  as  a  longer  time,  and  in  the  iffue  it  was  reduced  to  that  period. 

The  governor  of  astrachan,  apprehending  that'I  might  have  fome- 
thing  to  communicate  to  him,  permitted  me  to  come  to  the  city,  on  con¬ 
dition  of  remaining  a  week  longer  in  quarantain,  detached  from  the 
crew,  and  without  bringing  with  me  the  leaft  part  of  my  cloaths  or  bag¬ 
gage.  Having  therefore  given  the  neceffary  orders  for  landing  the  filk, 
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the  20th  I  went  up  a  little  branch  of  the  volga,  and  landed  on  the  ifland 
GARAZA,  now  appointed  for  quarantain,  where  we  found  feveral  ware- 
houfes  and  habitations,  with  a  command  of  thirty. foldiers.  Here  lodg¬ 
ings  we^e  appointed  for  me  in  a  houfe  detached  from  the  crew,  and  the 
other  paflengers.  The  Russian  feamen  were  now  become  fo  mutinous, , 
that  the  mafter  was  obliged  to  put  them  on  fhore. 

My  quarantain  being  expired,  on  the  26th  the  governor  of  astrachan 
fent  me  his  barge  rowed  by  twelve  granadiers,  with  fome  of  his  own 
cloaths,  for  I  was  required  to.ftrip  myfelf  entirely  naked  in  the  open  air  3 
and  pafs  through  the  unpleafant  ceremony  of  having  a  large  pail  of  warm 
water  thrown  upon  me.  Having  gone  through  this  difcipline,  I  embarked 
for  ASTRACHAN.  The  VOLGA  about  this  place  falls  into  a  multiplicity  of 
channels ;  and  as  the  weather  was  hazy,  it  was  with  difficulty  we  found 
our  way  into  the  great  ftream*  ‘We  were  foon  informed,  that  four  boats 
of  KHALMUCK  robbers  were  in  the  river;  fo  that  felf-prefervation  called 
on  us  to  be  on  our  guard.  In  the  way  we  fell  in  with  a  command  of  fply 
diers  fearching  the  creeks  for  thefe  barbarians.  In  the  evening  we  got  to  ’ 
the  noted  fiffiery  of  laVrintie  iwannich,  where  we  refted.  .  Here  I 
obferved  very  large  dogs,  like  English  maftiffs,  but  not  fo  fierce;  alfo  > 
immenfe  quantities  of  fifii,,  which  are  prepared  with  fait,  and  laid  up  in  . 
large  piles. 

The  27th,  we  arrived  fafe  in  astrachan,  where  I  received  imforma- 
tion  of  what  had  paffei  in  London  and  St.  Petersburg,  for  feveral 
months  before,  in  relation  to  elton  and  our  unhappy  Caspian  trade. 
The  next  day  I  waited  on  the  governor,  whofe  behaviour  was  now  very 
different  from  what  it  had  been  twelve  months  before.  He  was  referved 
upon  the  article  of  our  trade  in  general,  though  very  inquifitive  concern¬ 
ing  ELTON.  I  took  notice  to  him,  that  I  found  myfelf  in  fome  dilgrace 
in  RUSSIA,  on  account  of  my  fuppofed  conne^^ion  with  elton  ;  though, 
in  reality,  we  were  entirely  feparated,  his  purfuits  and  mine  being  of  a 
very  different  nature.  It  was  plain  from  his  difcourfe,  that  he  thought 
this  feparation  was  political  only ;  but  he  was  too  polite  to  tell  me  fo  in  . 
exprefs  terms.  I  did  not  appear  before  him  with  an  ,  empty  hand,  yet 

his 
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his  behaviour  was  hardly  within  the  limits  of  civility.  The  reproach 
which  I  prefume  he  was  under  for  indulging  us,  had  now  changed  his 
condudl  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  if  it  had  been  criminal  to  appear  an  advo¬ 
cate  for  our  trade.  This  was  the  fituation  of  our  commerce  on  the  Cas¬ 
pian  fide,  whilfl  the  traders  at  home  were  at  fome  lofs,  to  whom  they 
fliould  now  confign  a  large  quantity  of  woollen  goods  laid  up  in  this  place, 
efpecially  as  the  market  in  ghilan  was  glutted. 

I  paffed  my  hours  very  difagreeably,  being  for  the  fecond  time  fince  I 
left  St.  PETERSBURG,  feparated  from  all  my  cloaths,  fervants,  and  con- 
veniencies  of  life,  and  detained  in  a  civil  quarantain ;  for  I  was  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  depart  for  St.  Petersburg,  till  the  fix  weeks  were  expired. 
This  place  afforded  no  amufement  j  nor  had  I  any  inclination  to  read, 
-my  thoughts  being  too  much  taken  up,  or  rather  perplexed  with  the  un¬ 
happy  fituation  of  our  commerce.  During  my  abode  in  as  track  an,  I 
had  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  nature  of  military  governments.  None 
of  the  RUSSIAN  merchants  wear  fwords,  except  thofe  who  are  immedi¬ 
ately  employed  by  the  crown,  in  fome  particular  office ;  nor  are  they  en¬ 
titled  to  military  rank.  This  diftindtion  I  experienced  j  for  on  the  fame 
fpot  on  which  I  happened  to  be  infulted,  when  I  wore  no  fword,  foon 
after  this  accident  the  miflaken  compliments  of  the  military  honours  were 
befcowed  upon  me  by  the  guard,  for  no  other  reafon  than  being  armed 
with  this  weapon. 


G  H  A  P. 


II. 


^he  author  leaves  astrachan,  and  travels  to  Mosco,  where  he  vijits  the 

BRITISH  embaffador. 

T  he  22d  of  November,  I  obtained  permiffion  to  depart  for  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg.  The  VOLGA  was  covered  with  floating  ice,  infomuch 
that  no  boatmen  would  undertake  to  carry  me  to  zaritzen  ;  therefore 
I  refolved  to  travel  by  land  on  the  weftern  banks  of  that  river.  As  I 
had  with  me  but  two  fervants,  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  join  a  caravan, 

the  KHALMUCKS  having  lately  committed  feveral  murders  on  that  road. 

Upon 
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Upon  enquiry,  I  was  informed  that  bogdanoff  the  fecretary  of  the  falt- 
ofiice  at  ASTRACHAN,  and  feveral  Russian  merchants,  under  the  con¬ 
voy  of  five  cofiacks,  were  then  ready  for  departure.  I  embraced  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  their  company,  and  crofied  the  volga. 

The  23d,  we  loft  our  way  for  fome  hours,  the  defert  being  full  of  hills,  > 
and  in  many  places  very  fandy.  Towards  the  evening,  the  Russians  pitched' 
their  tartar  kabitkas  ^ ;  I  preferred  fleeping  in  my  waggon,  where 
I  was  better  ftieltered  from  the  injuries  of  the  weather.  The  next  day  we 
travelled  about  36  werfts  in  a  fandy  road,  without  feeing  any  objecft,  but 
a  wide  extended  plain.  At  night  we  procured  a  fupply  of  wood  and  hay, 
from  a  fiftiery  on  the  volga  ;  we  alfo  received  the  agreeable  news,  that 
a  boat  loaded  with  provifions,  which  my  fellow  travellers  had  ordered  to  ■ 
be  fent  after  them  from  astrachan,  happily  found  a  pafiage  through 
the  ice,  and  was  come  near  our  encampment.  I  obferved  here  many 
human  fculls,  as  if  the  place  had  been  a  field  of  battle  j  for  the  khal- 
MucKS  always  leave  their  dead  uninterred.  Upon  examining  feveral  of 
thefe  fculls,  I  could  not  difcover  any  futures,  which  I  imagined  were  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  functions’  of  animal  life  In  winter  thefe  wandering 
tartars  fly  from  the  rigors  of  the  cold,  to  the  fouthern  extremity  of. 
their  wild  dominions. 

The  25th,  the  road  continued  fandy,  fo  that  we  could  not  travel  above 
30  werfts  in  a  day.  On  the  26th,  we  arrived  at  the  fortification  called 
enataffski  krepost,  120  werfts  from  astrachan:  here  is  a  vil¬ 
lage  in  which  two  regiments  of  infantry,  and  one  of  dragoons  were  quar¬ 
tered.  ,  The  fortification  confifts  of  a  deep  ditch,  fecured  with  a  breaft- 
work,  and  well  provided  with  artillery.  Though  this  fettlement  had  been 
made  only  the  fummer  before,  yet  it  was  well  fupplied  with  the  necefia- 
ries  of  life,  and  from  its  fituation  promifed  great  improvement.  It  ftands 
on  an  eminence,  about  half  a  werft  from  the  volga,  a  fmall  branch  of 
which  runs  into  the  valley  juft  below  it,  and  forms  a  peninfula  ;  the  adja¬ 
cent  country  is  well  wooded,  and  the  foil  rich.  Thefe  fettlements  are  of 

*  Tents.  The  learned  in  furgery  report,  that  the  futures  in  forae  particular  perfons,  are 

by  age  or  accident  obliterated  j  but  they  doubt  if  there  is  any  race  of  men  without  futures. 


great 
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great  advantage  to  the  Russian  empire,  for  at  the  fame  time  as  they  awe 
the  TARTARS,  and  prevent  their  incurfions,  they  open  a  trade  with  them 
for  fheep  and  horfes  j  and  in  fome  places  for  richer  commodities. 

The  27th,  we  proceeded  fifteen  werfts  to  another  krefost,  where 
-we  took  a  fupply  of  wood  and  water,  intending  to  travel  in  the  night. 
On  the  28th,  the  weather  grew  more  fevere,  and  the  fnow  made 
wheel  carriages  very  laborious,  particularly  to  'the  horfes  in  our  tar¬ 
tar  cart,  which  was  loaded  with  tents  and  provifions.  The  next  day 
we  met  a  large  caravan  going  to  astrachan,  which  informed  us  that 
five  perfons  were  miffing  in  zaritzen  and  chernoyare,  and  as  a 
bloody  fhirt  had  been  found  on  the  way,  it  was  concluded  they  were  mur¬ 
dered.  Upon  this  we  gave  orders  to  our  coffacks,  to  keep  a  fl;rid:er  watch 
than  ufual.  Some  of  the  company  who  had  been  impatient  to  proceed 

forwards,  and  intended  to  leave  us,  now  thought  it  improper  to  feparate 

« 

from  the  caravan.  The  30th,  we  arrived  at  chernoyare,  where  I 
had  flopped  in  coming  down  the  volga  the  year  before.  Near  this 
place,  the  khalmuck  prince,  and  his  flying  court,  were  ufed  to  reflde. 
Large  polls  v/ere  fet  up  at  certain  diflances  on  the  adjacent  plains,  on 
which  they  intended  to  hang  out  fignals,  in  cafe  of  an  incurfion  of  any 
great  bodies  of  the  tartars  j  by  this  means  they  might  communicate 
the  alarm  from  one  fortification  to  another.  Oppofite  to  this  place  is  a 
rich  mine  of  rock  fait,  which  contributes  largely  to  the  revenues  of  the 
enipire.  The  volga  was  now  full  of  floating  ice,  which  rendered  the 
paflage  of  it  impradlicable,  and  cut  off  the  communication  with  as¬ 
trachan. 

On  the  ifl  of  December,  our  company  divided,  on  which  occafion  I 
preferred  the  party  that  intended  to  make  the  mofl  difpatch  j  this  day 
we  travelled  70  werfls.  The  2d,  we  found  a  Russian  waggon,  and  the 
,  harnelTes  of  feveral  horfes  belonging  to  the  five  perfons  who  had  been 
really  murdered.  We  travelled  the  fame  diflance  as  yeflerday,  and  the^ 
day  following  we  arrived  at  zaritzen. 

As  the  fnow  now  rendered  the  roads  impradicable  for  wheel  carri¬ 
ages,  I  fet  my  waggon  on  a  fledge.  During  my  Ray  here,  I  dined  with 

the 
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the  fecretary,  who  a£led  as  fub-governor  of  the  place.  He  prefented  his 
wife  to  the  coaipaiiv,  who  faluted  her  according  to  cuftom.  She  then' 
offered  a  falver  with  fmall  filver  cups "  of  brandy,  which  was  repeated' 
after  dinner,  but  fhe  did  not  fit  with  us  at  table.  I  was  not  more  ama-' 
zed  at  the  profufion'of  meats  than  at  the  badnefs  of  the  cookery  :  The 
quantity  of  beer,  quafh  ^  and  bad  wine  which  my  companions  fwallowed, 
was  alfo  prodigious  j  but  it  was  a  feaft  of  friendfhip,  and  the  intent  of  if 
to  reconcile  the  astrachan  fecretary  and  one  of  the  principal  merchants' 
of  that  city  who  had  quarrelled  :  Their  healths  being  drunk,  the  mafter 
of  the  houfe  obliged  them  to  kifs  each  other.  They  were  then  faluted 
by  all  the  company  in  the  fame  manner;  and,  to  compleat  the  farce,  they 
immediately  reproached  each  other  for  paft  injuries. 

On  the  6th,  I  took  my  leave  of  my  Russian  friends,  and  departed' 
from  ZARITZEN,  attended  by  two  fervants.  We  travelled  30  werds  to 
a  village  under  the  lines  of  communication  from  the  volga  to  the  don. 
The  7th,  the  cold  weather  increafed  fo  much,  that  the  frofl:  feized  very 
ftrong  wine  which  was -under  my  feather  bed.  We  travelled  about  30' 
werfls  to  CASHALIENA,  fltuated  on  the  don  :  The  inhabitants  here  are- 
a  mixture  of  Russians  and  Circassians;  they  are  poor  but  bleffed 
with  liberty,  having  a  hetman  independent  of  the  government  of  za-' 
RiTZEN.  In  four  days  more  we  had  travelled  only  220  werfls  from  ca¬ 
sh  alien  a,  and  not  without  loling  our  way  feveral  times,  the  fnow  be¬ 
ing  yet  untrodden.  It  often  happens,  particularly  on  the  yaeik  step, 
that  paffengers  who  do  not  provide  a  compafs,  lofe  their  way  and  perilh. 
The  winds  now  blew  hard  and  exceflive  cold,,  fo  that  our  carriers  could  '■ 
not  face  it,  but  were  more  than  once  obliged  to  halt.  . 

The  i2th,-  we  reached  michaelove.  This  place  is  the  grand  mart ' 
of  the  COSSACK '  towns.’  They  hold  their  fair  in  January,  when  the  ' 
merchants  of  casan  bring  woollen  and  other  manufadlures,  for  which  ' 
the  COSSACKS  exchange  the ‘furs  of  foxes,  taken  near  the  don.  The 
next  day  we  travelled  to  novochoperskaja,  the  russ'ian  barrier  on  . 

t  ( 

'  They  caH  them  charka^  A  fpecicB  of  finall  beer,  being  a  fecond  pi’eparation 'of  it  ^ 

boiled  up. 
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the  river  chopep,  and  from  thence  we  proceeded  6o  werfts.  In  the 
evening  we  ftopt  at  brusano,  where  the  inhabitants  informed  us  that 
a  band  of  robbers  had  broken  into  two.hpufes  the  night  before,  and  plun¬ 
dered  them ;  they  had  moreover  tor|ured  the  peafants,  by  putting  fire 
between  their  fingers  to  oblige  them  to r deliver  their  money.  Thefe  rob¬ 
bers  had  taken  the  road  to  tambove,  and  were  fo  clofely  purfued, 
that  we  found  hams  and  other  provifions  which  they  had  dropped  in 
their  flight. 

The  14th,  we  travelled  40  werflis,  arid  arrived  at  a  pofl:  hut  on  the 
defert,  where  we  met  the  khalmuck  embalTador,  attended  by  feveral 
RUSSIAN  officers  returning  from  mosco,  whither  he  and  his  retinue  go 
yearly  to  eat  wholfome  food,  and  obtain  the  prefent  of  a  coat.  From 
.thence  we  proceeded  to  kusminka,  and  the  15th  we  reached  the  city  of 
TAMBOVE,  fituated  on  the  river  sna.  The  next  day  proceeding.  80  werfls 
\Ye  arrived  at  koslove  :  this  is  a  large  city,  but  all  the  houfcs  are  of  wood, 
and  make  a  very  mean  appearance.  Here  is  a  monaftery  where  the  monks 
maintain  themfelves  chiefly  by  their  own  labour,  and  are  confequently  no 
great  burthen  to  the  fociety.  The  17th,  we  arrived  at  oranienburg, 
a  fort  60  werfls  from  koslove,  built  by  the  once  famous  prince  menzi- 
KOFF,  who  had  the  grant  of  a  certain  duty  on  the  merchandize  which 
is  carried  this  way  :  In  this  place  flate  prifoners  are  fometimes  confined. 

‘  The, 1 8th,  we  advanced  40  werfls,  paffing  through  many  villages  fur- 
rounded  with  arable  lands,  and  well  watered.  The  woods  which  the 
eye  every  way  meets  at  certain  diftances,  contribute  much  to  beautify 
the  profped  j  but  this  was  no  fcafon  for  rural  pleafures.  The  20th, 
thefe  two  days  we  travelled  about  150  werfts.  Upon  the  road  we  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  obferving  in  what  .majiner  the  peafants  render 
their  houfes  habitable  in  cold  weather.  As  few  of- them  have  any  chim¬ 
neys,  the  fmoak  of  their  ftoves  is  carried  out  through  the  windows  j  but 
this  method  leaves  fo  thick  a  cloud,  that  ^tis  impoffible  to  breathe  above 
two  or.  three  feet  from  the  floor  till  the  wood  is  burnt  to  a/hes  j  and 
cbnfequently  thofe  who  would  not  be  fuffbeated  muft  crawl  in  upon  their 
hands.  The  21ft,  we  arrived  at  kholumna,  anantient  city,  of  which 

I  have 
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I  have  already  made  mention  in  my  journey  to  Persia.  This  being  the 
feafon  that  the  peafants  fend  their  tributes  to  their  lords,  the  roads  were 
crowded  with  carts  loaded  with  provi/ions  of  every  kind. 

The  2 2d,  we  arrived  in  mosco,  where  I  was  very  kindly  received  by 
Mr.  JOHN  TAMES z.  Here  I  received  letters  acquainting  me  with  the 
death  of  a  relation,  by  which  I  reaped  certain  pecuniary  advantages, 
much  exceeding  any  I  could  exped;  from  my  engagement  in  the  Caspi¬ 
an  affairs:  providence  was  thus  indulgent  to  me,  as  if  it  meant  to  re¬ 
ward  me  for  the  fincerity  of  my  endeavours. 

Lord  TYRAWLEY,  the  BRITISH  cmbafTador,  was  preparing  to  fet  out 
the  next  day  for  St.  Petersburg,  the  court  being  already  gone  for  that 
place  fome  few  days  before.  My  lord  had  laboured  to  reconcile  the  Rus¬ 
sian  court  to  Mr.  elton,  his  condudt  having  been  reprefented  as  lub- 
fervient  to  the  intereft  of  the  trade.  The  fleady  oppoiition  of  the  court 
had  however  obliged  the  Russia  company  to  a  fubmiffion,  and  the  em- 
baflador  referred  the  matter  to  Mr.  woeef,  who  was  at  this  time  ap¬ 
pointed  his  majefty’s  conful  at  St.  Petersburg.  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  wait  on  his  lordfhip  on  this  occafion,  but  his  hearing  being  at  that  time 
impaired  by  a  cold,  as  was  my  voice  with  the  fame  diftemper;  this  con¬ 
ference,  the  only  one  I  ever  had  with  his  lordfhip,  was  veiy  fhort. 
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^he  author  leaves  mosco  and  arrives  at  St.  Petersburg.  "  The  manner 
ht  which  the  empress  of  Russia  travels.  Moral  reflexions  on  credulity 
and  prejudices,  in  relation  to  the  conduSi  of  Mr.  el  ton.  . 

The  kindnefs  of  Mr.  tamesz,  and  my  own  indifpofitionj  enga¬ 
ged  me  to  flay  in  mosco  till  the  28th  of  December.  I  had  in  the 
interim  provided  a  light  fledge,  being  determined  to  travel  pofl,  to  avoid 
the  delays  I  had  fuffered  in  coming  from  z  aritzen. 

The  great  duke  was  now  taken  ill  on  the  road  with  the  fmall  pox,  fo 
that  great  part  of  the  court  I'emained  at  catillowa,  and  the  horfes 
being  kept  for  their  ufe,  I  was  obliged  to  travel  with  the  fame  cattle  two 
or  three  flages  together.  Nothing  can  be  accommodated  more  for  eafe 
and  difpatch  than  travelling  in  fledges  in  frofly  weather,  when  the  fnow 
is  well  trodden  :  As  a  proof  of  this,  I  may  mention,  that  I  flept  with¬ 
out  waking  whilfl  I  was  carried  100  werfls  The  whole  road  was  now 
marked  out  with  young  fir-trees  fet  in  the  fnow  on  both  fides,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  20  yards  j  the  confumption  on  thefe  occafions,  at  a  mo- 
•  '  66  ENGLISH  miles. 
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derate  computation,  is  128,480  trees.  There  were  alfo  great  piles  of  wood 
at  certain  diftances,  to  be  fet  on  fire  to  give  light  to  the  empress  and  her 
court,  if  they  pafied  by  in  the  night.  Her  imperial  majefiy  is  drawn  on 
tliefe  occafions  in  a  large  machine,  which  contains  her  bed,  a  table,  and 
other  conveniencies,  where  four  perfons  may  take  a  repafi.  This  ma¬ 
chine  is  fet  on  a  fledge,  and  drawn  by  24  pofl;  horfes.  If  any  of  them 
fail  on  the  road,  others  are  ready  to  fupply  their  place.  She  is  generally 
three  days  and  three  nights  on  the  way.  There  are  feveral  fmall  pa¬ 
laces  on  the  road,  where  flie  fometimes  flops  to  refrefh  herfelf.  Peter 
the  GREAT  once  made  the  journey  to  St.  Petersburg  in  46  hours,  being 
488  ENGLISH  miles;  but  it  may  be  eafily  imagined  this  prince’s  carriage 
was  of  a  very  different  kind  from  that  of  the  empress,  his  daughter. 

Early  on  the  ifl  of  January  a  745,  I  arrived  in  St.  Petersburg,  hav¬ 
ing  performed  the  journey  from  mosco  in  about  three  days  and  a  half.  I 
had  been  abfent  a  year  and  1 6  weeks,  in  which  time  I  had  travelled  about 
4000  ENGLISH  miles  by  land,  through  a  variety  of  adventures  and  ac¬ 
cidents,  not  indeed  the  mofl:  perilous,  yet  fuch  as  loudly  called  for  a 

grateful  acknowledgement  of  the  goodncfs  of  providence. 

\ 

I  have  already  made  fome  refledlions  ^  on  Mr.  elton’s  breach  with 
me,  at  a  time  when  I  neither  did,  nor  intended  him  any  harm  3  on  the 
contrary,  that  we  might  finifh  with  him  in  an  amicable  manner,  I  offered 
him  afumof  10,000  crowns,  in  lieu  of  feveral  demands,  which  however 
appeared  to  me  to  have  very  little  foundation'  in  juflice.  The  circum- 
flances  I  now  was  under,  revived  the  remembrance  of  this  incident. 
Tho'  the  quarrels  of  private  perfons  feldom  deferve  a  place  in  public  re¬ 
lations,  yet  they  fometimes  ferve  as  leffons  of  inflrudtion,  inafmuch  as 
we  learn  from  them  how  men  are  tranfported  by  their  refentments,  or 
how  moderated  by  a  love  of  juflice  and  charity.  What  I  have  faid  againft 
Mr.  ELTON,  I  hope  my  reader  will  impute  to  the  love  of  juflice,  the 
defire  of  felf-vindication,  and  my  impartial  ‘regard  to  hiflorical  truth  : 
though  I  muff  confefs  it  is  next  to  impoflible.for  a  man  to  anfwer  for  his 


^  Vcl.  I.  chap.  49. 


own 


Part  1. 


14  THE  AUTHOR’S  JOURNEY,  &c. 

• 

o\VTi  heart,  as  to  thofe  mixtures  of  malignity  which  feem  to  be  infepe- 
rable  from  human  nature. 

Mr.  ELTON  was  jealous  of  the  reports  I  might  make  concerning  his 
engagement  and  other  connexions  :  In  order  to  invalidate  thefe,  in  cafe 
I  fhould  reprefent  things  in  an  unfavourable  light  for  him,  he  flrove  to 
prevent  my  obtaining  in  Russia  the  juflice  he  had  arbitrarily  withheld 
from  me  in  Persia.  I  had  now-the  mortification  in  St.  Petersburg 
to  find  feveral  perfons,  who,  to  ufe  no  hardier  expreflion,  were  become 
my  opponents,  becaufe  they  imagined  it  to  be  their  interefi.  Few  mens 
hearts  are  fo  corrupt  as  to  offend  in  a  cafe  of  this  nature,  with  their  eyes 
open,  yet  things  always  appear  to  fome  of  the  colour,  in  which  the  me¬ 
dium  of  their  intereft  reprefents  them. 

Men  who  aft  upon  principles  of  honour,  and  with  a  zeal  for  the  inter- 
efl:  they  efpoufe,  very  often  flatter  themfelves  into  a  fecurity  founded  in 
the  confeioufnefs  of  their  own  innocence :  their  confidence  is  thus  apt  to 
create  a  contempt  of  falfehood,  however  artfully  difguifed  under  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  truth  j  and  they  are  from  the  very  frame  of  their  minds,  ex- 
pofed  to  be  wounded  by  the  arts  of  malice  j  thefe  being  weapons  they 
never  ufe  i  and  confequently  do  not  always  learn  how  to  guard  againft 
them.  A  plaintive  flrain  is  alfo  as  ill  calculated  to  charm  the. generality 
of  men  into  a  love  of  juftice,  as  it  is  fruitlefs  towards  the  advancement 
of  our  intereft  in  the  world.  The  goodnefs  of  men’s  charadlers  in  ge¬ 
neral,  prevails  but  little,  except  with  thofe  who  love  virtue  themfelves  j  fo 
that  complaints  not  fupported  with  evidence,  nor  enforced  by  authority, 
are  feldom  liflened  to.  A  great  delicacy  of  fentiment  proves  how  we 
would  live  in  a  world  which  we  frame  to  our  fancies,  rather  than  teaches 
how  to  condud:  ourfelves  in  the  bufy  part  of  real  life.  Jt  is  alfo  melan¬ 
choly  to  confider,  how  great  a  propenfity  there  is  in  mofl:  people,  to  liflen 
to  injurious  reports  of  others,  and  to  demand  the  mofl  indubitable  proof 
of  their  innocence,  whilft  they  take  the  mofl:  trivial  evidence  of  their 
guilt.  And  as  to  gratitude,  which  men  of  contemplative  minds  are  apt 
to  deify;  though  the  goodnefs  of  the  heart  is  more  concerned  in  it  than 
the  ftrength  of  the  underfianding,  yet  in  many  cafes  thefe  mufl:  go  toge¬ 
ther  : 
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tjier :  for  when  the  mind  is  warped  by  prejudices,  and  wrong  notices  of 
things,  gratitude  feldom .  has  its  force;  for  the  fervice  aflced,  and  the  fer- 
vice  done,  can  have  the  fame  afpedt,  only  to  minds  rightly  cultivated  and 
informed;  <  •  But  there  is  perhaps  milch  lefs  ingratitude  in  the  world  than 
men  complain  of ;  for  as  we  generally  conftitute  ourfelves  the  judges  of 
oiir  own  merit,  it  is  more  than  probable  we  fhall  fometimes  over-rate  it: 
the  confequence  of  which  produces,  I  believe,  more  than  half  the  re- 
fentments  in  the  world.  Befides,  mankind  are  feldom  fatisfied  with  adl- 
ing- right,  unlefs  they  meet  applaufe;  but  this  likewife  is  a  condud:  in 
a  great  meafure  repugnant  to  the  true  notion  of 'virtue. 

To  apply  this  moral  to  my  own  ftory ;  I  acquitted  my  correfpondents, 
in  fome  meafure,  for  miftaken  apprehendons,  into  which  I  might  have 
been  myfelf  betrayed  in  their  circumftances.  Our  trade  had  a  gloomy 
afped  :  it  was  not  furprifing  that  fears  and  jealoufy  fliould  arife ;  for  this  is 
generally  the  cafe  in  fuch  a  hate  of  things ;  and  ’tis  fometimes  hard  to  dif- 
tlnguilh  friends  from  foes  :  but  they  honourably  referred  the  feveral  mat¬ 
ters  in  difpute,  which  were  at  length  happily  determined  in  my  favour,  by 
impartial  arbitrators.  I  obtained  my  own  j  and  as  to  any  other  perfonal 
advantage,  it  confided  in  exercifing  my  mind  in  patience  under  trials, 
and  increafing  my  knowledge  of  the  world. 


CHAP.  IV. 

An  account  of  the  quantity  and  different  forts  of  jilk  produced  in  the  no?' them 
provinces  of  Persia.  Manner  of  ordering  f Ik  worms,  and  of  buying 
flk  in  GHILAN. 

I  WAS  now  happily  arrived^ at  St.  Petersburg,  where  I  redded  a- 
bout  dve  years.  During  this  time  my  journal  is  of  courfe  difconti- 
nued;  I  diall  therefore  proceed  in  the  hiflorical  account  of  the  Caspian 
trade,  till  the  period  of  its  didblution ;  drd:  making  a  few  previous  and 
necedary  remarks. 

There  are  doublefs  many  accounts  of  raw  filk,  from  its  original  ap¬ 
pearance  to  the  beautiful  manufactures  made  of  it,  much  fuperior  to  any 
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I  qualified  to  give ;  yet  it  will  not,  I  think,  be  improper  to  mention  this, 
among  fuch  other  particulars  as  occurred  to  my  obfervation,  during  my- 
fiiort  abode  in  Persia.  If  we  may  judge  from  the  duties  paid  in  reshd, 
the  trade  began  to  flourifh  on  our  arrival  there;  for  in  1742  the  cufioms 
amounted  only  to  20,000  crowns,  but  in  1743  they  rofe  to  50,000,  and 
made  about  the  fame  fum  in  1744.  The  annual  produce  of  ghilan  in 
good  times,  I  compute  to  be  30,000  batmans  s  of  raw  filk,  of  which  a- 
bout  6000  are  confumed  in  Persia,  4000  fent  to  babylon,  and  the 
remainder  over  the  Caspian  fea.  Shir  van  formerly  produced  a  large 
quantity,  but  that  province  is  now  in  a  much  worfe  condition  than  ghi¬ 
lan.  This  commodity  is  brought  to  market  all  the  year  round,  in 
greater  or  fmaller  quantities,  but  chiefly  in  Augujft  and  September.  They 
have  feveral  kinds  of  it,  the  firfl:  is  called  sherbaff,  or  weavers  filk, 
becaufe  the  weavers,  particularly  in  reshd  and  cash  an,  are  fuppofed 
to  ufe  the  bed  they  can  procure ;  but  what  generally  goes  for  the  Persi¬ 
an  fabrics  at  cash  an  is  the  finefl;  fort,  the  threads  of  which  are  more 
fplit  ;  this  is  ufually  all  white,  whereas  the  other  is  white  and  yellow  ;  nor 
is  it  wound  off  fo  fhort,  fo  that  though  finer  we  do  not  efleem  it  fo  much 
as  SHERBAFF.  There  is  alfo  a  fort  called  arabs,  from  being  bought 
up  for  the  mod:  part  by  Arabians,  who  fend  it  into  turkey,  where 
it  is  afterwards  manufa(51:ured. 

Ghilan  produces  the  be  ft  and  greateft  quantities  of  filk;  next  to 
this  come  shirvan  and  erivan,  then  mazanderan  and  laftly  as- 
trabad  ;  but  the  latter  is  vaftly  inferior,  ferving  only  for  a  manufacture 
mixed  with  cotton,  of  which  they  make  their  fliirts  and  drawers.  Ghi¬ 
lan  filk  is  fent  into  Russia  and  turkey,  and  part  of  it  is  kept  for 
the  PERSIAN  manufactures;  but  that  of  mazanderan  and  agtrabad 
is  feldom  or  ever  exported.  From  shirvan  they  formerly  fent  all  their 
filk  to  turkey  and  Russia.  The  peafants  of  ghilan  perceiving  that 
the  ENGLISH  required  the  sherbaff  to  be  fhort  wound,  prepared  it  in 
tliat  manner,  and  the  filk  proved  good,  and  was  much  efteemed  by  our 
manufacturers.  The  peafants  gave  this  reafon  for  chufing  to  have  their 
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lilk  long  wound  :  in  moift  weather  the  lilk  wound  on  a  large  wheel-  is 
not  fo  apt  to  flick  or  be  gummed  together,  in  thofe  parts  where  it  lays 
on  the  bars,  or  divifions  of  the  wheel,  where  it  is  often  rendered  black, 
and  fo  hard  that  it  cannot  without  great  difficulty  be  feparated,  befides, 
with  a  large  wheel  they  make  more  difpatch  j  but  all  this  time  they  did 
not  confider  the  inconveniency  of  winding  it  off  to  be  manufactured. 
Thefe  peafants  are  extremely  tenacious  with  regard  to  the  price  of  their 
filk  :  their  bufinefs  is  ufually  done  by  brokers,  but  the  buyer  attends  to 
pay  the  money.  They  fell  it  in  fmall  quantities,  fo  that  a  cargo  can¬ 
not  always  be  collected.  Befides  this  inconvenience,  there  is  that  of  bad 
money,  for  they  are  often  obliged  to  cut  it  through,  iir  order  to  fee  that 
it  is  not  copper  filvered  over.  Their  jealoufy  ran  fo  high,  that  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  GHiLAN  once  publifhed  an  order,  that  whoever  refufed  any 
kind  of  money,  except  it  was  manifeftly  bad,  his  ears  and  nofe  fliould 
be  cut  off,  and  his  eftate  confifcated  :  but  I  never  heard  that  this  order 

I 

was  carried  into  execution. 


The  filk  worm,  as  is  well  known,  takes  its  birth  from  an  egg  no 
bigger  than  a  fmall  pin’s  head.  In  the  month  of  March,  when  the  fun 
is  already  very  warm,  I  obferved  the  peafants  in  ghilan  prepare  to  give 
life  to  the  eggs  which  they  had  preferved  during  the  winter,  carrying 
them  for  the  mofl  part  about  them,  in  the  warmefl  part  of  their  bodies, 
and  particularly  under  their  arms.  In  ten  or  more  days,  according  to 
the  heat  it  receives,  it  becomes  a  maggot  and  begins  to  feed :  the  fhrub 
mulberry-trees  which  are  annually  pruned,  produce  the  mofl  tender  and 
propey  leaves  for  their  food.  In  about  40  days  the  worm  arrives  to  its 
maturity,  and  winds  itfelf  by  daily  gradations  into  a  pod  of  filk  as  big  as 
a  pigeon’s  egg;  When  this  egg  is  compleately  formed,  which  is  ufually 
known  by  the  filence  of  the  worm  within,  they  fuffocate  it  by  covering 
it  with  blankets,  or  by  the  heat  of  the  funj  unlefs  they  wind  off  the  filk 
immediately,  for  then  warm  water  anfwers  the  fame  purpofe.  Some  of 
them  however  mufl  be  permitted  to  live  and  perforate  the  pod,  for  when 
it  breaks  from  its  enclofure  it  cafts  its  feed  or  eggs,  by  means  of  which  the 
generation  is  preferved.  From  the  pods  thus  perforated  the  fjlk  cannot 
VoL.  II.  C  be 
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be  wound  off  as  from  the  others,  but  being  prepared  by  pounding,  it  is 
fpun  off* like  cotton  yarn.  This  filk  we  call  kedge,  the  remains  or  re- 
fufe  of  which  is  fo  inferior,  as  to  admit  only  of  being  milled  and  made 
into  hlk  wadding. 

The  cleannefs  and  clearnefs  of  raw  filk  conftitute  a  great  part  of  its 
goodnefs  j  inferior  filk  has  many  knits  and  courfe  ftuff  flicking  to  the 
threads.  The  mofs,  or  head  of  filk,  often  appears  fair  to  the  eye,  when 
much  coarfenefs  is  concealed  under  it ;  for  it  is  a  trick  of  the  peafants  of 
GHILAN,  to  hide  the  defedls  as  they  wind  it  off  from  the  pod.  The  beft 
filk  has  conflantly  a  glofs  or  brightnefs  :  the  white  or  filver-coloured 
is  moft  efteemed,  but  in  ghilan  the  greatefl  part  comes  yellow 
from  the  worm.  White  filk  that  is  foiled,  is  generally  found  to  have 
lain  in  a  moifl  place,  which  hurts  its  ffrength  as  well  as  beauty.  Silk 
fhould  be  equal,  ftrong,  and  round  as  wire,  and  alfo  clean  ;  the  great - 
eft  part  of  it  fhould  be  in  a  medium  with  regard  to  finenefs,  for  the  fine- 
neft  is  not  the  eafieft  to  manufacture  to  advantage.  The  threads  of  filk 
being  thus  even,  that  is,  as  near  as  poffible  of  one  fize,  and  not  coarfe 
and  fine  intermixed,  can  be  moft  eafily  feparated  in  the  winding  j  but 
others\fife  the  coarfe  is  apt  to  tear  the  fine,  and  make  wafte  in  manu¬ 
facturing  it.  The  fize  which  we  ufually  moft  efteem,  is  wound  cff  1 6 
or  1 8  pods  or  cocoons.  A  mofs,  which  is  about  6o  inches  in  the  round, 
can  be  moft  conveniently  reeled  off  j  longer  is  not  approved  of,  and  if 
fliorter  it  is  apt  to  break  by  the  quick  revolutions  of  the  reel,  being  glued 
together  with  its  own  gum.  It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  there  is  a  vaft 
difference  between  filk  cleaned  by  combing,  and  that  which  remains  juft 
as  it  came  from  the  pod.  The  former  to  an  unfkilful  perfon,  who  does 
not  obferve  the  broken  threads  and  the  ends  of  '  the  combings,  fhall 
.  look  better  than  the  latter,  though  it  be  confiderably  worfe. 

When  the  Armenians  and  Russians  pack  up  their  filk,  they  gene¬ 
rally  comb  the  heads  of  the  moffes  to  deceive  the  buyer,  but  this  makes  it 
really  worfe,  becaufe  it  hurts  it  in  the  winding  off.  Thefe  people,  who 
v/ere  never  famed  for  probity,  have  long  pracftifed  the  art  of  falfe  pack¬ 
age.  Hence,  at  Smyrna,  and  alepPo,  where  the  Armenians  fell  their 

filk 
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filk  to  the  fadlors  of  our  turkey  company,  as  likewife  in  Russia,  it 
has  often  been  rejedted  upon  that  account  j  efpecially  as  they  hold  it  a 
conftant  maxim,  not  to  fuffer  their  bales  to  be  broken  up  except  at  the 
heads.  The  price  of  filk  in  ghilan  generally  arifes  in  proportion  to  the 
advance  on  foreign  goods,  except  in  a  very  great  fcarcity,  as  of  late.  Du¬ 
ring  the  courfe  of  the  British  Caspian  trade,  wt  found  it  vary  from 
12  to  18  crowns  the  batman  i  it  was  generally  about  15,  but  within 
thefe  two  or  three  laft  years,  the  Russians  and  Armenians  have  paid 
from  30  to  40  crowns. 


CHAP.  V. 

The  kinds  of  European which  the  Russians  and  Armenians  vend 
in  the  northern  provinces  of  Persia,  with  a  fuccindi  account  of  the  Per¬ 
sian  weights,  meafures,  and  coins, 

I  SHALL  finidi  this  fhort  view  of  thef  trade  of  Persia,  by  giving 
a  general  idea  of  the  different  kinds  of  European  goods  which 
the  RUSSIANS  and  Armenians  now  vend  in  the  northern  provinces  of 
that  kingdom,  with  an  account  of  the  coins,  weights  and  meafures,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  beft  informations  I  could  procure ;  but  I  muft  obferve  that 
there  feems  to  be  a  great  difcordance  among  writers  in  this  particular. 
The  chief  demand  of  European  goods,  next  to  dutch  cloth,  is  for  Bri¬ 
tish  woollens,  fuch  as  hair-lift  drabs  of  12  to  19  1.  per  peice  of  3^ 
yards  in  white,  which  the  Persians  call  begrest  :  of  thefe  they  ufu- 
ally  confume  nine  bales  in  30.  • 

Gloucester  cloths  of  about  9  1.  los.  to  iil.  10  s.  per  piece,  of 
42  yards  in  white,  which  the  Persians  call  ma'ghoot,  and  confume 
thereof  10  bales  in  30. 

Ordinary  Yorkshire  cloths  of  about  3  s.  6  d.  per  yard  dyed,  which 
the  PERSIANS  call  londora,  and  confume  thereof  ii  bales  in  30. 

Five  bales  of  lhalloon  of  a  middling  quality,  are  ordinarily  required  ia 
100  bales  of  cloth. 
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From  HOLLAND  they  reckon  one  bale  of  maghoot,  one  of  (balloons 
and  one  of  long  ells,  to  lo  bales  of  begrest. 

English  embofled  cloth  is  alfo  demanded;  likewife  indigo,  cochi¬ 
neal,  and  in  good  times,  fome  rich  filks,  gold  and  iilver  lace,  velvets, 
and  other  rich  manufactures. 

The  PERSIANS  had  been  long  accuftomed  to  dutch  cloths,  which 
werejthicker,  and  for  the  mod  part  better  (horn,  and  of  a  fofter  and  finer 
wool,  the  crimfon  and  fcarlets  of  a  finer  dye ;  but  they  were  dearer  than 
ours.  However  after  two  or  three  years  we  improved  fome  of  our  drabs, 
fo  as  to  be  almofi;  equal  to  the  dutch  cloths  in  fubftance,  and,  in  my 
judgement,  fuperior  in  foftnefs  and  beauty. 

The  tranfit  duty  in  Russia  is  3  per  cent,  on  the  value,  with  an  agio  of 
1 50  per  cent ;  which,  with  other  petty  charges,  makes  it  about  8  per 
cent  only  in  the  cuftom  houfe.  In  Persia  the  duty  on  European 
goods  is  5  per  cent,  on  the  value. 

AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  MONEY  IN  PERSIA. 

The  TOMAN,  bistie,  and  denaer  are  imaginary,  but  the  other  deno¬ 
minations  are  real;  the  valuation  and  currency  of  filver  money  are,. 

viz. 

Value  in  Weight  in 

,  denaers.  mufcals. 

A  toman  is  10  hazardenaers.  10000  50 

It  mud  be  obferved  that  the  hazardenaer  (which  the 
ENGLISH  called  mill  denaer,  and  the  Russians  a 
ruble)  is  computed  by  Europeans,  and  accounts 


kept  in  hundreds.  -  -  -  -  -  100 

Confequently  the  fame  in  lower  denominations,  viz. 

Peng  fid  denaer,  or  rupie,  or  nadirie  -  -  -  -  50  2| 

Sifid  denaer,  or  fhis  (hahie  -  --  --  -  30 

Abaffie  ,--------------20  i 

Sid  denaer,  or  mahmudie  -  --  -  -  --  -10 

fihahie,  or  fahie  -  -  -  -  -  --  --  “5 

Bidie 
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.  •  .  Value  in  Weight  in 

•  denaers.  mufcals. 

Biftie  .  -  -  -  -  -  2 

Kazbekie  -  -  -  -  -  ^ 

An  ENGLISH  crown  melted  down  in  reshd,  produced  at  17  denaers' 
permufcal,  only  95  denaers  j  but  we  always  computed  the  mildenaer  or* 
100  denaers,  equal  to  an  English  crown  of  5  s. 


THE  GOLD  COINS  CURRENT  ARE 


Value. 

Muhr  aflireffie,  or  treble  ducat  of'  ? 

6 — 00 

6  mildenaer. 

Afhreffi,  or  old  ducat. 

- 

I  —  80 

D“  (hah  nadir,  or  new  ducat. ' 

1 

00 

0 

D°  of  mefched 

0 

00 

1 

M 

D°  bokhara  current  at 

2  10  and 

0 

1 

Fonduckli,  turkifli  ducat. 

about  - 

0 

00 

1 

Venetian  ducat 

0 

CO 

1 

M 

The  common  abaflie  fhould  be  - 

2 — 00 

D°  fliah  fultan  huffein 

- 

- 

D°  Ihah  fuliman 

- 

-  - 

D°  fhah  feffie 

—  — 

— , 

N.  B.  80  mufcals  =  i  lb  troy. 


Weight  in  mufcals  and  nackoot 
or  karrats,  24  ==  i  mufcal. 

2  9 

O  I  g  equal  in  finenefs  to 

aHOLLANBSdHcat, 

o  18 

O  18 

I 

o  18 

o  17I 

I 

I  4 

I  14 

I  16 


WEIGHTS. 

1200  mufcals,  or  i  batman,  are  averdupois  Ife  13 
ordinarily  computed  12  |  ffe  English. 

9810°  -  .  .  -  - 

I  D''  I  have  found  to  be  3  dwts.  4  grain, 
but  nicer  calculators  call  it  grains 
I  dunk,  or  donk  -  -  1 1 

I  karrat  -  -----  2 

I  haebbie  -  -  -  -  _  q 

107  mufcals  are  lb  i  Hollands. 

‘  The  common  price  of  filver. 
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The  old  batman,  ormanlhah,  is  i20omufcals,  or  200  drams,  by  which 
filk,  cochineal,  indigo,  kedge,  &c.  are  weighed. 

The  new  batman  diah  is  1280  mufcals,  or  213  ^  drams,  by  which 
heavy  goods  are  weighed. 

At  TAVRis  the  batman  called  tavrizie  contains  640  mufcals,  likewife 
■  chiefly  ufed  at  mesched  and  herat,  as  it  is  alfo,  more  or  lefs,  through 
the  whole  country,  for  feveral  fpecies  of  goods.  ^  The  antient  batman  of 
'  TAVRIS  weighed  600  mufcals. 

At  ISFAHAN,  at  SHAMAKiE,  and  all  through  shirvan  the  filk  bat¬ 
man  contains  48  flills,  or  1600  mufcals,  and  3  fliills  are  called  a  flia- 
dah,  and  weigh  100  mufcals;  but  the  batman  by  which  indigo  is 
’Weighed,  contains  only  800  mufcals. 

At  TALHiRAN  the  batman  is  called  re,  and  contains  1600  mufcals ;  rice, 
’.wheat,  liquors,  and  proviflons  are  fold  by  the  batman. 

.  A  chasrvar,  or  load  of  a  camel,  is  50  batmans. 

A  load  of  a  mule  2  5  batmans,  according  to  the  king’s  computation, 
•but  carriers  ufually  load  30  to  34. 

A  chaervar  of  a  horfe  is  20  batmans,  but  carriers  ufually  load  25. 

The  fame  load  of  an  afs,  according  to  the  common  rule  of  carriers,  is 
15  batmans. 

Kaebbie,  a  handful. 

Dizz,  or  gerib,  1000  rice. 

4  batman  of  fhahi  rice  make  i  kuttie. 

Corn  and  grain,  and  even  liquids  are  fold  by  the  batman,  but  rice  when 
■winnowed  is  fold  per  meafure,  ojar. 

The  mufcal  through  all  Persia  is  the  fame  :  the  filverfmiths  common¬ 
ly  make  ufe  of  pieces  of  money  inftead  of  weights,  efpecially  flfld  de- 
maers  of  i  4:  mufcal  in  weight. 

I  karrat  is  3  haebbie. 

4  karrats,  or  nockoot,  are  i  dunk. 

6  dunk  i  mufcal. 

6  mufcals  i  dram. 
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THE  MEASURE  RESHD. 

•  \ 

7  horfe  hair  breadths  are  i  barley  corn. 

7  barley  corns  are  i  finger. 

24  fingers  are  half  a  gaeze,  or  gaz  =  i  cubit. 

4000  cubits  are  i  mile. 

3  miles  are  one  faiiang. 

But  the  meafure  in  common  ufe  is  the  gaeze  zerrae,  divided  into  16  parts, 
called  gierrie. 

The  foreign  and  Persian  merchants  in  buying  of  woollens,  com¬ 
pute  the  gaeze  at  40  inches  English,  but  it  is  only  39 

I  D'’  is  computed  equal  to  10  Russian  archeens  of  28  inches. 

105  SMYRNA  pikes  are  reckoned  equal  to  70  Persian  gaeze. 

The  mokaefar  gaeze  is  lefs  than  the  fhah  gsze,  and  by  the  mokse- 
far,  PERSIAN  manufactures,  and  moft  part  of  retail  goods  are  meafured. 
The  tavris  gaeze  is  i  per  cent,  longer  than  the  fhah  gaeze. 


C  H  A  P.  VI. 

^he  fiate  of  Persia  in  1743  to  1745  in  refpedi  to  commerce^  containing 
fever al  remar h  on  the  trade  of  that  country,  as  carried  on  by  the 
FRENCH,  DUTCH,  RUSSIANS  and  ARMENIANS,  with  a  fuccinSt  view 
of  the  revenues  and  military  Jorce  of  Persia. 

countenance  which  we  had  received  in  Persia  gave  us  an 
JL  earned:  of  future  fuccels  in  that  country ;  but  at  the  fame  time  in¬ 
flamed  the  jealoufy  of  the  Russian  merchants,  who  had  never  experien¬ 
ced  fuch  favour.  However  dangerous  the  enterprize  I  had  been  engaged 
in  was  at  fetting  out,  the  ifTue  of  it  proved  the  mod:  fuccefsful  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  Caspian  trade.  It  might  indeed  have  cod:  us  dear;  , 
for  had  not  1500  of  the  shah’s  forces  defeated  the  rebel  army,  which  my 
reader  will  remember  confided  of  3000  men,  in  all  human  probability  the 
whole  fouthern  coad:  of  the  Caspian  fea  mud:  have  fubmitted  to  their 
arms  :  .thus  the  attempt  of  going  to  mesched  by  the  rout  of  astrabad, 
would  have  been  a  means  of  involving  the  whole  British  commerce  in  thofe 
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parts,  in  one  common  ruin,  and  of  exhibiting  that  tragedy  which  was  adl- 
ed  four  years  afterwards. 


It  was  certainly  a  great  miftake  in  us  to  attempt  a  trade  to  mesched  by 
this  or  any  other  rout.  Mr.  elton,  as  the  reader  will  remember,  confi- 
dered  the  removal  of  our  east  India  company’s  fervantsfrom  Isfahan, 
as  a  material  circumftance  to  encourage  the  fadlors  of  the  Russia  compa¬ 
ny  in  the  profecution  of  tliis  defign  ;  but  in  reality  the  very  reafons  that 
moved  the  former  to  order  their  fad:ors  from  thence,  fhould  have  confined 
the  latter  to  reshd,  the  place  of  our  importation  ;  and  indead  of  feeking 
the  PERSIAN  merchants,  we  fliould  have  left  them  to  feek  us.  How 
much  the  PERSIAN  traders  refented  my  attempt,  may  be  judged  by  the 
declaration  which  hahdgee  abdulcrim  made  to  me  at  casein,  viz. 
‘‘  That  if  I  had  not  been  robbed  at  astrabad  it  was  highly  improbable 
“  I  diould  ever  arrive  fafe  in  mesched."’  To  this  purpofe  we  may  re¬ 
member  that  Mr.  gr^me  was  murdered  in  returning  from  that  city  tlie 
year  before  j  but  this  indeed  was  imputed  to  his  own  indifcretion  in  not 
waiting  for  a  caravan.  Mr.  van  mierop  had  better  fortune,  with  regard 
to  his  perfon  j  but  he  was  feveral  times  obliged  to  take  to  his  arms. 

The  account  which  Mr.  van  mierop  gave  of  the  import  and  con- 
fumption  of  mesched,  extraded  from  the  cuflom-houfe  regifler  of  that 
city,  made  the  quantities  very  inconfiderable  j  and  the  whole  was  fent  by 
ARMENIANS,  RUSSIANS,  and  GREEKS,  from  RESHD,  viz. 


Mesched  and  its  neighbourhood. 

Pieces  of 
begrelt. 

305 

Pieces  of 
londora. 

100 

Pieces  of 
maghoot. 

700 

For  the  confumption  of  Bokhara. 

20 

50 

10 

Orange. 

15 

30 

5 

Balkh. 

^5 

15 

5 

Anthuy. 

1 0 

15 

5 

Befides  thefe,  not  diftinguifhed  with  regard  to  the  place  of  their  con¬ 
sumption,  v/ere  imported, 

1000  flralloons,  ?  the  mod:  part  from  kherman,  by  the  way  of  the 
J500  long  ells.  5  gulph  of  Persia. 
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‘  250  batmans  of  lahori  indigo,  brought  by  the  Indians,  of  whom 

there  are  a  confiderable  number,  who  alfo  trade  in  cloth  from  reshd. 

500  batmans  of  American  indigo  from  reshd,  by  Armenians; 
formerly  it  came  from  turkey,  where  they  bought  it  of  the  french. 

300  batmans  of  cochineal  from  reshd,  brought  by  armeni^^ns  and 
others. 

\ . 

Though  MESCHED  was  under  the  particular  protecflion  of  nadir  shah, 
it  was  with  difficulty  that  this  gentleman  fold  to  the  value  of  22000 
crowns  during  the  fpace  of  27  months  which  he  redded  there,  and  great 
part  of  this  fiirh  was  in  exchange  for  Persian  manufactures,  xvhich  no 
reafon  but  the  abfolute  impoffibility  of  obtaining  money  induced  him  to 
accept;  fuch  was  the  diftrefs  of  that  country.  For  my  own  part  I  had 
the  utmoft  reafon  to  confider  this  as  a  military  trade,  and  myfelf  as  having 
made  a  compaign.  The  journey  had  however  afforded  me  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  Persia,  and  of  enquiring  into  many  circumftances  relating  to 
the  oriental  commerce. 

The  confufion  arifing  from  inteftine  broils,  muff  ever  give  a  deep  wound 
to  trade,  the  fecurity  of  which  is  founded  in  the  arts  of  peace  and  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  civil  laws :  but  the  government  of  Persia  was  now  rendered 
precarious,  to  a  degree  that  threatened  the  fubverfion  of  that  monarchy. 
The  TURKS,  the  lesgees,  the  Indians,  the  turkumans,  and  other 
frontier  nations,  either  favoured  thefe.  inteffine  faClions,  or  endeavoured  to 
recover  fome  limb  which  had  been  torn  from  them  ;  fo  that  every  imagi¬ 
nable  excefs  was  committed  upon  no  better  principle  than  the  power  of 
doing  it.  In  this  iituation  it  was  the  ill  fortune  of  the  Russia  company 
to  find  PERSIA  governed  by  an  ufurper,  and  a  tyrant  whofe  cruelty  had 
no  bounds :  and  the  profpeCt  at  this  time  in  a  more  particular  manner  was 
overfliadowed  with  a  dark  cloud,  which  threatened  a  ftorm.  The  Rus¬ 
sia  company  had  already  felt  fome  of  the  difficulties  in  which  they  were 
involved  ;  others  they  forefaw,  but  knew  not  how  to  provide  againff  them. 

The  rebellions  in  shirvan  in  1743,  of  shirass,  astrabad,  hazar- 

^  \ 

jerib  in  1744,  were  not  fuppreffed  but  by  the  ffaughter  of  many  thou- 
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fands,  and  the  almoft  total  ruin  of  thofe  provinces.  It  is  ti*ue  that  nadir 
had  enriched  his  treafures  with  the  plunder  of  india,  yet  the  heavy  taxes 
he  had  impofed  on  his  people  to  fupport  fuch  a  continued  Peries  of  foreign 
and  domeftic  wars,  had  reduced  them  to  an  extremity  of  poverty,  and  driving 
them  to  defpair,  obliged  thoufands  to  feek  a  voluntary  banifhment. 

I  have  already  obferved  that  nadir’s  army  had  been  fupported  for  up¬ 
wards  of  four  years  by  the  taxes  drawn  from  his  Persian  fubjedts,  and 
that  his  INDIAN  treafure  remained  in  a  great  meafure  untouched  j  this  , 
was  one  principal  caufe  of  their  diftrefs  :  by  endeavouring  to  deprive  them 
of  the  inftruments  of  rebellion,  he  provoked  them  to  rebel,  and  chaftifing 
them  he  compleated  their  ruin.  Could  any  trade  be  carried  on  under  thefe 
circumftances  ? 

It  was  computed  that  nadir  had  near  200,000  men  in  pay,  the  charge 
of  whom,  officers  included,  was  computed  at  100  crowns^  a  year,  and 
confequently  the  expence  of  maintaining  his  army  was  20  millions  of 
crowns  exclulive  of  the  contingent  expence. 


In  good  times  the  provinces  are  fuppofed  to  bring  into  the  exchequer 
the  following  fums : 


The  conquered  provinces  in  india  were 
faid  to  produce  in  1743,  25  crore  ^ 
which  makes  Persian  money 
Kandahar  and  h^^rat 
Khorasan  -  _  -  - 

Astrabad 
Mazanderan 

Ghilan,  of  which  a  million  was  once 
demanded,  but  is  now  fet  at 
Shirvan,  including  Georgia  andfome 
parts  of  DAGESTAN 

Carry  over 


Mildenaers. 

12,500,000- 

—3,125,000 

1,000,000- 

2,000,000- 

50,000- 

400,000- 

—  250,000 

—  500,000 

—  12,500 

—  100,000 

500,000- 

—  125,000 

1,500,000- 

—  375,000 

i7.95°>o°°’ 

—4,487,500 

^  1  *  5  millions  llerling.  i  Crore  or  lo  laks  are  500,000  crowns. 

Erivan 
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Mildenaers. 

17,500,000—4,487,500 
2,000,000-—  500,000 

1,500,000— 

1,500,000—  375,000 


22,950,000— 5,737,500 


The  reader  will  naturally  obferve  how  great  a  part  of  the  Persian 
revenue  was  produced  by  nadir’s  conqueft  in  india  :  it  will  alfo  be  ob¬ 
vious  to  him,  that  the  charge  of  an  army  is  certain,  but  the  revenues 
to  fupport  that  army  are  uncertain,  efpecially  if  they  commit  the  leafl 
violence ;  and  here  the  whole  was  a  fcene  of  rapine :  the  confequence 
was,  that  except  the  conquered  provinces  in  india  and  thofe  of  ghi- 
LAN  and  KHORASAN,  the  reft  of  the  kingdom  was  fo  impoverifhed  as  to 
be  difabled  from  paying  perhaps  a  quarter  part  of  the  ufual  tax.  Next  to 
the  above  mentioned,  kandahar,  Hu®rat  and  erivan  were  faid  to 
be  the  lead  didreffed,  but  mifery  reigned  in  every  quarter. 

Of  thefe  200,000  men,  60,000  were  quartered  in  cabul  and  the  ad¬ 
jacent  provinces  on  the  wedern  dde  of  the  sind”,  which  had  been  con¬ 
quered  and  kept  by  nadir  3  and  the  revenues  appear  to  have  much  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  expence  of  fupporting  that  part  of  the  army.  If  one  cond- 
ders  this  number  of  troops  and  large  revenue,  it  was  not  unreafonable  to 
exped  a  large  demand  for  cloth  and  other  European  goods,  but  we 
v/ere  not  then  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  cloathing  a  Persian  army;  ' 
for  indeed  not  a  third  part  of  it  wears  European  cloth. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  goods  imported  by  the  Persians  over 
the  CASPIAN  fea,  whild  the  port  of  gambroon  was  open  to  the  feveral 


Brought  over 

Erivan  and  the  parts  of  Armenia  fub- 
jedt  to  PERSIA 

Irak,  including  casbin,  Isfahan,  and 
the  country  extending  tD  the  gulph, 
being  the  antient  parthia. 

Aderbeitzan,  in  which  ardevil 
and  tavris  are  included 


*  Adi RBEiTZAN  is  the  antient  media, 
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nations  of  Europe,  the  Caspian  traders  could  but  ill  form  an  idea  of 
the  general  confumption  in  that  kingdom.  The  Russia  company  were 
the  more  fangulne  in  their  expedlations,  from  a  knowledge  that  in  the  be- 
ginning  of  this  century,  the  factors  of  the  east  India  company  had  ex¬ 
tended  their  trade  as  far  as  tavris  on  the^weftern  coaft  of  the  Caspian, 
where  they  fold  great  quantities  of  the  woollen  manufactures  of  great 
BRITAIN  j  but  when  the  British  faCtors  in  ghilan,  whofe  ftuation 
was  now  fo  much  more  advantageous,  would  have  made  an  experiment 
of  the  like  nature,  they  difcovered  that  city  and  its  confines  to  be  in 
fo  ruinous  a  Rate  as  blailed  their  hopes  of  doing  any  bufinefs  in  thofe 
quarters. 

When  PERSIA  enjoyed  repofe,  the  agent  of  the  east  India  compa¬ 
ny  of  ENGLAND  lived  in  fplendor :  the  regal  government  being  held  in 
great  veneration  in  that  empire,  he  aCted  as  immediately  under  the  crown 
of  ENGLAND,  and  from  thence  derived  an  influence  which  he  could  not 
otherwife  have  poifefled :  his  pompous  manner  of  living  had  fome  good 
effeCls,  but  the  expence  was  too  conliderable  to  be  long  grateful  to  the 
company. 

With  regard  to  the  advantages  the  Russians  enjoyed.  It  mufl:  be  ob- 
ferved  that  befides  the  Russian  miniflier  who  attends  at' the  Persian 
court,  generally  under  the  title  of  refldent,  the  conful  of  that  empire 
who  is  fixed  in  ghilan  is  confldered  in  fome  meafure  in  a  minifterial 
light,  and  allowed  a  company  of  Russian  foldiers  as  a  guard,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  EMPRESS  their  fovereign.  Hence  it  was  that  Mr.  el  ton 
recommended  fo  flrongly  that  a  commiflion  fhould  be  given  to  one  of  the 
BRITISH  fubjeCls  in  ghilan,  by  which  I  prefume  he  meant  himfelf,  to 
aCt  as  conful  j  but  the  flate  of  things  was  now  changed,  and  every  ifep 
that  could  be  taken  to  eflablifh  the  interefl  of  the  Russia  company  in 
PERSIA,  in  effeCl  blocked  up  our  palTage  through  Russia  into  Persia. 

The  advantages  which  the  east  india  company  of  England  enjoyed 
beyond  the  Russia  company,  w'ere  fuch  as  will  hardly  admit  of  a  com-  , 
parifon,  nor  indeed  is  it  material  to  my  prefent  purpofe  :  I  fhall  pafs  over 


in 
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in  filence  the  trade  from  great  Britain  to  the  gulph  of  Persia,  as 
alfo  that  between  Persia  and  india;  obferving  only  that  after  the  por* 
TUGUESE  had  fettled  themfelves  in  east  india  they  took  the  ifland  of 
ORMU,  and,  being  mailers  of  the  fea,  carried  on  the  trade  between 
thofe  countries.  That  great  prince  shah  abass  thought  it  his  interell  to 
dillodge  them  from  his  neighbourhood,  for  which  purpofe  he  entered  in¬ 
to  a  treaty  in  1622,  with  the  agent  of  the  east  india  company,  and 
by  means  of  their  Ihips  he  took  or  mu  and  demolifhed  the  town,  bringing, 
the  commerce  *of  that  ifland  to  the  continent.  This  induced  that  prince, 
to  build  the  town  of  bender- abassi,  now  called  gambroon,  which  is 
reputed  the  greatell  place  of  trade  in  all  Persia.  For  thefe  good  fer- 
vices  ABASS  made  the  company  a  grant  of  lialf  the  culloms  of  the  new 
town  in  perpetuity  j  but  his  fucceffors  have  not  religioufly  obferved  the  - 
engagement. 

4 

The  invahon  of  the  Afghans  in  1722,  ruined  the  company’s  fettle- 
ment  at  Isfahan  in  no  lefs  a  degree  than  the  death  of  nadir  occalion- 
ed  the  pillage  of  the  Russia  company’s  factors  in  reshd,  as  I  lhall  have 
occafion  to  rplate.  Their  lofs,  though  very  confiderable,  was  not  I  be¬ 
lieve  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Caspian  traders,  except  the  long  interrupti¬ 
on  of  their  trade  :  in  both  cafes  extortion  and  plunder  were  carried  to  an 
extreme.  The  Armenians  fuffered  alfo°:  the  dutch  likewife  met  the 
common  fortune  of  the  times,  and  being  obliged  to  withdraw  the  great- 
efl  part  of  their  factory  from  Isfahan,  they  fettled  in  Cameroon,' 
where  they  fecured  themfelves  in  a  great  meafure  by  very  ilrong  fortifi¬ 
cations  :  they  did  not  come  into  Persia  till  ten  years  after  us,  but  as 
they  are  the  only  traders  in  fpice,  fo  much  in  ufe  over  ail  asia,  they 
have  been  encouraged  to  continue  their  commerce,  though  with  lefs. ad¬ 
vantage  than  in  pafl  times. 

The  FRENCH  firfl  appeared  in  Persia  in  1665,  and  concluded  a  treaty 
with  the  SHAH  of  Persia  in  1674,  but  the  miferies  of  that  country  in 
confequence  of  the  invafion  of  the  Afghans  in  1722,  compelled,  them, 
alfo  to  retire  from  Isfahan.  A  very  pompous'  propofal  was  made  by 

°  Sec  hiftery  of  revolutions  in  vol;  III.  '  *  ‘  ^ 
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a  FRENCH  projedlor,  in  relation  to  a.trade  over  tKe  Caspian  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  century,  upon  the  occalion  of  an  embaffy  p  from  shah 
SULTAN  HUSSEIN  to  LEWIS  XIV.  This  perfon  imagined  that  caravans 
V could  not  be  conducted  fafely  through  Russia,  and  therefore  he  propofed 
to  carry  merchandize  in  velfels  by  the  lakes  and  rivers  with  which  that  coun- 
^  try  abounds  •,  but  in  regard  to  robbers  he  feemed  ignorant  that  this  would 
not  mend  the  matter  in  the  lead.  He  mentioned  allb  feveral  commodities 
which  he  propofed  to  return  to  France,  particularly  rhubarb;  but  this  ar¬ 
ticle,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  is  monopolized  by  the  Russian  govern¬ 
ment  :  this  fcheme  never  was,  and  I  believe  never  will  be  carried  into 
execution. 


But  of  all  the  nations  who  have  endeavoured  to  eftablilh  a  trade  with 
.the  north  of  Persia,  the  Russians  are  the  moft  advantageoully  htuated: 
the  intefline  broils  of  that  country  have  not  put  a  ftop  to  their  commerce; 
on  the  contrary  they  have  fometimes  turned  to  their  advantage  ;  for  be- 
lides  the  ordinary  courfe  of  their  trade  to  and  from  Persia,  they  reap 
conliderable  profit  by  their  trading  voyages  on  the  Caspian  fea,  Carrying 
rice  from  ghilan  to  baku,  derbend,  and  fometimes  to  the  fouthern 
coafl:,  as  I  have  already  mentioned.  And  as  this  export  of  provifion 
fometimes  creates  a  fcarcity  in  ghilan,  it  occafions  a  demand  for  Rus¬ 
sian  meal,  from  which  again  new  benefits  are  derived.  Befides  cloth 
and  other  European  goods,  the  Russians  alfo  export  red  leather,  furs, 
and  linen  for  the  northern  provinces  of  Persia,  and  make  their  returns 
in  raw  filk.  .Hence  arofe  their  jealoufy  of  the  British  traders;  for  the 
RUSSIAN  merchants,  particularly  thofe  of  Mosco,  and  the  trading  towns 
on  the  VOLGA,  no  fooner  obferved  that  the  Persian  markets  were  glut- 
'ted  with  EUROPEAN  goods,  by  the  Russia  company  of  England,  than 
they  began  to  murmur,  refolving  to  make  rcmonftrances  to  court  on 
the  fubjeft. 

The  ARMENIANS  indeed  have  for  fome  years  extended  their  trade  to 
the  north  of  Persia,  much  beyond  the  Russians;  for  by -means  of 

t  It  has  been  faid  that  this  was  entirely  counterfeit,  to  amufe  lewis  XIV.  in  his  old  age;  but 
it  appears  from  feveral  circumftances,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  thing,  that  this  opinion  was  very 
-ill  grounded,  if  not  ridiculous, 

their 
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their  credit  in  Holland,  joined  to  their  own  capitals,  they  employed  in 
this  branch  of  commerce  about  100,000  1.  This  flock  however  was  now 
infufHcient  to  fupport  them ;  for  the  exceflive  glut  of  the  market  in 
GHiLAN,  and  the  terrible  oppreffion  of  the  Persian  government,  flop¬ 
ped  the  circulation  of  their  trade,  and  confequently  funk  their  credit  in 
HOLLAND.  At  length  they  were  alfo  conflrained  to  abandon  Persia, 
and  in  1745  they  retired  to  astrachan,  to  wait  with  their  effedls  till 
there  fliould  be  a  fair  opportunity  of  returning  thither. 

Whilfl  the  RUSSIA  company  were  in  fecurity,  they  could  not  be  infen- 
fible  of  the  benefits  of  buying  raw  filk  immediately  of  the  peafants  of 
GHILAN ;  but  advantages  may  be  over-rated,  and  indeed  ceafe  to  be  fuch, 
when  attended  with  vexations  and  inconvenience,  like  thofe  which  the 
CASPIAN  traders  experienced.  It  was  not  however  the  lefs  ungrateful  to 
obferve  the  Armenians,  a  people  in  themfelves  defpicable,  and  of  no  con- 
fequence  to  Russia,  in  competition  with  the  British  nation,  fupported 
and  protected  in  this  trade,  when  meafures  were  fo  apparently  taking  to 
wrefl  it  from  us.  The  Russians  do  indeed  alledge  that  many  of  thefe  Ar¬ 
menians  are  fubjedls  of  their  country,  and  it  is  true  in  general,  that  fuch 
of  them  as  are  engaged  in  the  Caspian,  trade  do  put  themfelves  under  the 
protedion  of  that  empire :  thefe  people  are  likewife  educated  in  all  the  fer- 
vilities  of  asia,  and  underflanding  how  to  accommodate  themfelves  to  in¬ 
dignities,  which  the  genius  of  a  free  nation  will  hardly  fubmit  to,  are  in 
fome  meafure  the  better  qualified  to  carry  on  a  commerce  through  foreign 
dominions. 


The  fhare  which  the  Russia  company  enjoyed  in  this  branch  of  com¬ 
merce  made  an  eclat,  but  it  was  not  yet  puihed  to  near  the  height 
which  the  Armenians  had  carried  it :  of  what  confequence  it  was  to 
the  latter,  may  be  eafily  deduced  from  hence,  that  not  many  years  ago 
they  imported  into  Russia  near  1000  bales  of  raw  filk'i;  of  this  the 
greateft  part  was  fent  to  Amsterdam  ;  part  of  the  filk  was  alfo  fent  to 

**  Of  25  batmans  is  300,000  lbs.  of  16  ounces,  whereas  all  the  British  trade  never  amounted  to 
half  that  quantity. 

the 


t 


32 


THE  .RUSaiA'  COMTANY 'SOLICIT  Part'I. 


the  GERMAN 'markets,  and  about  loo-bales  remained  in  the  city  of  mos^ 
CO  for  the  ufe  of  the  Russian  manufadlures,  • 


C  H  A  P..  VII.  '  '  ' 
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RUSSIA  company  endeavour  to  reconcile  Mr.'’ELTON  to  the  court  of  St, 
PETERSBURG.  T^hey  urge  him  to  leave  persiA.  T^heir  letters  upon  this 
occafion  to  tyrawley,  his  majeftys  embajfador  to  the  Russian 
,court-y  as  alfo  to  Afr.-ELTON.  The  Armenians  intrigue  to  difpojfefs  us  of 
the  CASPIAN  trade, 

URING  my  negotiations  in  Persia,  the  Russia  company  in 
'LONDON  endeavoured  by  all  poflible  means  to  reconcile  Mr.  el- 
ton  to  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg.  Xnez  sherbatove,  the  Russi¬ 
an  minifter  in  London,  made  repeated  remonflrances  to  the  British 
miniflry,  complaining  loudly  of  elton,  whom  the  company  defended; 
for.  fome  of  the  members  could  not  be  perfuaded  that  he  was  really 
in  the  Persian  fervice,  or  if  he  was,  that  it  ought  not  to  give  offence 
to  RUSSIA.  This  contributed  to  inflame  thejealoufy  of  the  Russians, 
and  to  change  it  into  refentment ;  fo  that  finding  they  could  not  obtain 
any  fatisfadfion  upon  the  fubjedt  of  their  complaints,  the  college  of  com¬ 
merce  in  St.  PETERSBURG,  in  confequence  of  a  memorial  from  the 
great  chancellor,  iffued  an  order  to  the  British  fadtors  in  that  city,  fig- 
nifying  “  that  no  goods  or  merchandize  configned  to  Mr.  elton  would 
‘‘  be  permitted  to  pafs  through  the  Russian  empire.”  This  news  had 
reached  Persia  before  I  left  it. 

The  RUSSIA  merchants  thus  finding- the  court  of  St.  Petersburg  lb 
much  in  earneft,  refolved  to  defifl;  from  any  farther  felicitations  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  ELTCN,  and,  if  poffible,  to  recall  him  from  Persia  :  with  this  view 
the  committee  appointed  for  the  body  of  the  traders,  came  to  a  refolu- 
>tion  of  uniting  their  two  houfes  in  ghilan,  and  wrote  to  Mr.  van 
MiEROp  and  myfelf,  as  follows. 

London 


Chap.  VII.  JOHN  ELTON’S  RETURN  FROM  PERSIA.  33 

“  London,  Augufl  17,  1744. 

Gentlemen, 

Though  by  many  intervening  accidents  the  uniting  of  our 
two  houfes  in  Persia  has  been  hitherto  prevented,  yet  it  has 
been  our  general  view  from  our  firft  fetting  out,  as  the  only  means  to 
preferve  this  trade,  and  carry  it  on  fuccefsfully,  as  well  for  our  own 
intereft  as  that  of  the  nation  in  general ;  and  this  has  been  on'  every 
“  occafion  recommended  to  us  in  the  flrongeft  manner  by  his  majefty's 
miniftry. 


C( 


tc 


cc 


<< 


<( 


“  We  have  fufficiently  obferved,  as  well  as  felt,  the  ill  confequences 
“  of  two  rival  houfes  oppoling  each  other,  by  running  down  the  price 
of  our  manufadlures,  and  railing  that  of  raw  lilk,  to  the  great  detri- 
“  ment  of  the  national  intereft. 


“To  prevent  thefe  prejudicial  effeds,  and  compafs  this  falutary  work, 
“  we  are  come  to  the  unanimous  refolution  of  fixing  one  houfe,  under 
“  the  firm*"  of  meflieurs  h  an  way  and  mierop.  We  congratulate  you 
“  and  ourfelves  on  this  happy  coalition  of  parties  and  intereft,  defiring 
“  that  all  difputes  and  animofities  may  be  for  ever  buried  in  oblivion. 

We  hope  a  firm  and  hearty  friendftiip  will  animate  your  endeavours 
“  for  the  general  good  of  the  adventurers,  afturing  you  that  all  our  future 
confignments  fliall  be  made  to  you  only. 

“  We  are.  See.*' 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  fame  day  on  which  the  committee  did  me 
this  favour,  as  appears  from  the  date  of  the  letter  3  Mr.  elton  thought 
proper  to  feign  a  quarrel  with  me.  The  diftance  of  ohilan  from  Lon¬ 
don,  the  jealoufy  and  difeontent  of  the  Russians,  and  the  intereft  of 
private  traders  defeated  every  refolution  of  the  committee.  This  was  the 
cafe  allb  with  regard  to  the  propofed  fettlement  of  their  fadlory :  I  had 
no  inclination  to  remain  in  fo  wretched  a  country,  nor  could  I  have  been 
-of  any  fervice  to  the  company  3  for  the  moderation  with  which  I  condu di¬ 
ed  myfelf  towards  elton,  and  from  whence  the  company  had  received 
impreflions  in  my  favour,  had  rendered  me  an  objedl  of  jealoufy  to  the 

*  a  mercantile  term  for  the  fignature  of  merchants. 

VoL.  II.  E 
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RUSSIANS.  This  appeared  two  months  after  this  letter  was  wrote,  when 
the  college  of  foreign  affairs  fent  a  memorial  to  the  college  of  commerce 
in  St.  PETERSBURG,  in  which  it  was  ordered  “  That  the  college  of  com- 
“  merce  do  acquaint  the  merchants  of  the  prohibition  which  is  made 
“  folely  on  account  of  the  injurious  condud:  of  el  ton  towards  the 
“  RUSSIANS,  and  that  the  faid  merchants  fhall  not  fend  any  goods  to 
“  either  of  their  agents,  el  ton  or  h  an  way,  for  they  fhall  by  no  means 
“  be  permitted  to  pafs  through  astrachan.’* 

/ 

In  the  interim  the  Russia  company,  anxious  for  the  prefervation  of 
their  trade,  wrote  to  Mr.  elton  as  follows. 

“  Sir,  London,  Odober  26,  1744. 

Your  friends  and  correfpondents  having  had  fingular  proofs  nf 
your  capacity,  and  of  your  fteadinefs  and  induftry  in  promoting 
the  CASPIAN  trade  through  Russia,  are  very  fenfibly  affeded,  as  you 
may  imagine,  that  any  part  of  your  condudt  fliould  give  the  leaft  of¬ 
fence  to  her  imperial  majefly  of  Russia,  much  more  that  the  fleps 
you  have  been  taking  fhould  procure  an  abfolute  prohibition  of  cor- 
refpondency  with  you.  We  have  ufed  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  mi¬ 
tigate  this  refolution,  but  find,  by  the  repeated  memorials  delivered 
here  and  in  mosco,  that  there  is  no  appearance  of  continuing  this  trade 
unlefs  you  leave  Persia.  We  flatter  ourfelves  that' in  confideration  of 
the  neceflity  we  are  under  of  obeying  her  imperial  majefly,  that  you 
will  facrifice  your  private  views  to  the  public  good,  and,  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  return  to  your  native  country. 
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“  The  committee  for  the  Caspian  trade,  and  all  others  who  are  in- 
“  terefled,  propofe,  on  your  return  to  England,  to  fettle  on  you  400  1. 
“  per  annum,  to  be  levied  on  the  Persian  trade ;  or  to  folicit  an  honourable 
“  employment  for  you  in  the  British  navy,  in  which  lad  we  have  a 
moral  certainty  of  fucceeding,  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the  trade; 
“  and  we  cannot  doubt  of  your  preferring  fuch  a  competency  at  home, 
“  to  any  advantages  you  can  now  expedt. 

“  We  are,  &c.” 

This 
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This  letter  they  inclofed  to  lord  tyrawley,  '  his  majefty’s  embafTador 
in  RUSSIA,  defiring  his  good  offices  to  prevent  the  defiru^tive  confe- 
quences  of  Mr.  el  ton’s  condu<5t.  Their  letter  is  as  follows. 

“  My  lord,  London,  Odlober  26,  1744. 

“  T  N  our  laft  letter  we  applied  to  your  lordfhip  concerning  our  trade 
“  J.  to  PERSIA,  and  had  the  honour  to  reprefent,  that  we  had  at  lafl; 

“  compafled  an  union,  and  refolved  to  have  only  one  houfe  in  ghilan. 

“  As  the  court  of  Russia  perfifls  in  their  refentments  againfl;  Mr.  el- 
“  TON,  which  involves  our  trade  over  the  Caspian  in  great  difficulties, 

“  we  therefore  acquaint  your  lordfhip,  that  we  are  determined  neither  x 
“  directly  nor  indire(ftly  to  make  any  confignment,-  or  carry  on  any  trade 
“  with  ELTON,  of  which  we  beg  your  lordfliip  will  acquaint  that  court. 

You  are  fenfible,  my  lord,  that  we  have  no  coercive  power  over  Mr, 

‘‘  ELTON,  but  we  have  all  joined  in  a  general  letter  to  him,  reprefenting 
‘‘  the  inconveniencies  arifing  to  our  trade  by  his  flay  in  Persia  ;  and, 

“  to  induce  him  to  return  home,  we  have  agreed  to  make  him  the  of^ 
fer  of  a  handfome  yearly  penfion,  with  an  intent  to  preferve  this  trade, 

“  and  to  avoid  giving  any  kind  of  offence.  Her  imperial  majefly’s  mi- 
“  nifters  mull  be  convinced  that  this  is  all  we  can  poffibly  do ;  and  with 
this  we  comply,  from  a  fincere  defire  of  removing  the  difpleafures  of 
the  RUSSIAN  court. 

“  We  are,  my  lord,  &c.” 

In  December  following,  lord  tyrawley  fent  this  letter  to  Mr.  el- 
TON,  through  DAGisTAN  into  PERSIA,  with  another  from  himfelf,  and 
alfo  a  paffport  from  the  great  chancellor  count  bestucheff,  that  he 
might  have  fafe  condu<fl  through  the  Russian  dominions. 

Mean  while  the  Armenians,  who  had  treated  our  mesched  fcheme 
as  extravagant,  now  beheld  our  fuccefs  with  a  jealous  eye",  and  employed 
all  the  engines  of  falfehood  and  corruption  to  ruin  our  trade :  they  declar¬ 
ed  without  Tefefve,  that  they  would  chearfully  difbuffe  a  large  fum  to 
difpoflefs  us  of  it;  but  they  made  no  doubt  but  we  fhould  do  their 
bufinefs  ourfelves,  exulting  in  a  perfuafion  that  the  confequences  of  Mr. 
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Elton’s  engagements  in  Persia,  would  be  a  means  of  utterly  extinguKh- 
ing  our  commerce/' 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Mr,  elton’j  anfwer  to  lord  T  yrawlev,  and  alfo  to  the  committee  of  the 
CASPIAN  traders.  Remarks  on  his  condudi  and  that  of  Russia  com¬ 
pany,  T’he  authors  letter  to  John  elton  on  this  occafion, 

Mr.  ELTON  having  received  lord  tyrawley’s  letter,  made  the 
following  reply. 

“  My  LORD,  Ghilan,  February  7,  1745. 

“  X  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  your  lordQiip’s  letter,  dated  the  7th 
“  X  of  December  laft^  I  have  alfo  the  enclofed  paflport  for  my  fafe  re- 
**  turn  through  Russia,  and  a  letter  from  the  principal  members  of  the 
“  RUSSIA  company,  for  all  which  I  beg  leave  to  make  your  lordlhip  my 
“  moft  humble  acknowledgments. 

“  Your  lordfhip’s  recommending  my  return  to  great  Britain,  muft 
neceffarily  have  the  greateft  weight  with  me,  though  at  the  fame  time 
I  apprehend  it  is  not  the  intereft  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  defire  it  as 
my  own,  that  I  Ihould  return.  I  am,  my  lord,  under  no  engagements 
to  the  shah,  but  thofe  of  gratitude  for  the  many  favours  his  majefiy 
has  been  pleafed  to  confer  on  me  5  and  fuch,  a  man  of  the  leafi:  gene- 
rofity  can  never  forego.  In  about  fix  weeks  I  expedl  to  be  called  to 
his  camp,  when  I-  fhall  endeavour  by  all  honourable  means  to  difen- 
gage  myfelf  from  his  affairs  j  but  I  mufi:  be  fo  ingenuous  as  to  confefs 
I  have  little  hopes  to  fucceed  in  this  point,  as  I  am  too  well  afiured  of 
the  shah’s  fteadinefs  and  refolution  to  accomplifii  whatever  he  attempts. 

“  Were  the  merits  of  my  condu£V  in  Persia  impartially  confidered, 
“  I  humbly  conceive  that  my  fellow-fubjeifls  ought  to  be  blamed  more 
tlian  I,  inafmuch  as  they  do  not  reap  the  benefit  of  this  branch  of 
“  trade  in  its  utmofi:  extent ^  and  tliat  thofe  mifchiefs  attributed  to  me  are 

“  very 
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“  very  unjuftly  laid  to  my  charge.  To  this  end  I  muft  crave,  my  lord, 
“  that  you  will  perufe  the  enclofed  letters,  which  perhaps  maygive  adif- 
“  ferent  opinion  of  the  Caspian  trade,  from  what  your  lordfhip  feems 
‘‘  at  prefent  to  entertain  of  it.  I  muft  humbly  refer  your  lordfhip  for  my 
“  ultimate  refolve  in  regard  to  my  return,  until  I  arrive  at  the  camp,, 
and  know  the  shah’s  pleafure  therein. 

“  I  am,  my  lord,  &c.. 

J.  ELTON  to  the  committee  for  the  Caspian  traders. 


“  Sirs,  Ghilan,  February  7,  1744-5; 

T  HAVE  been  acquainted  with  your  refolutions  of  x^ugufl  lafl,  and- 

X  received  copies  of  your  letters  to  the  right  honourable  the  lord- 
“  CARTERET  and  lord  tyrawly  in  my  behalf. 

“  The  difficulties  I  met  with  here  when  I  arrived  laft  from  Russia,, 
“  and  my  zeal  to  promote  the  interell  of  my  employers,  neceffitated  me 
“to  give 'into  the  shah’s  meafures,  as  the  only  means  to '  obtain  his 
“  majefty’s  favour,  being  then,  as  I  am  now,  fatisfied,  that  without  it, 
“  our  affairs  muff  have  been  inevitably  ruined.  Thefe  ffeps,  however 
“  unforefeen  the  confequence,  raifed  very  powerful  enemies  againff  me  5, 
“  I  fay  however  unforefeen,  for  it  n.ever  entered  my  mind,  that  the  build- 
“  ing  A  few  fhips  of  burthen  for  'the  shah,  could  give  umbrage  to  fo 
“  powerful. a  monarch  as  her  imperial  majefty  of  Russia  5  or  that  the  en- 
“  deavours  of  fo  infignificant  a  perfon  as  myfelf,  could  be  ever  thought 
“  worthy  the  notice  of  her  minifters.  Does  not  our  fovereign  permit 
“his  fubjedts  to  ferve  her  imperial  majefty  of  Russia,  both  by  land 
“  and  fea  ?  and  does  not  the  treaty  of  commerce  tolerate  the  fubje<5ls  of- 
“  RUSSIA  to  reftde  in  great  Britain  to  learn  arts  and  fciences  ?  yet  I. 
“  never  heard  that  any  powers  of  the  north  were  offended,  or  took  um-  - 
“  brage  at  our  indulgences  to  the  Russian  nation. 

“  It  is  obje^fted,  that  as  our  trade -is  carried  on  through  Russia,  it  is 
“  in  her  imperial  majefty’s  power  to  ftop  or  incommode  it  whenever  ffie 
“  thinks  proper ;  but  if  this  fhould  ever  happen,  then  what  does  a  treaty 
“  of  commerce,  or  indeed  any  other  treaty  avail,  if  the  endeavour  of  a 
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‘  ‘‘  fingleTubjed,  even  if  his  purfuits  were  contrary  to  the  laws  of  his  own 
country/  can  deftroy  the  right  a  whole  nation  Has  to  the  benefit  of 
“  fuch  a  treaty?  You  have  given  up  publicly  to  his  moft  powerful  ene- 
“  mies,  to  whom  he  never  gave  juft  fubjedt  of  offence,  a  perfon  you 
have  been  pleafed  to  think  has  deferved  well  of  you,  and  whom  you 
“  condefcend  to  acknowledge  may  yet  be  of  no  fmall  advantage  to  the 
“  future  advancements  of  your  affairs.  What  can  be  defired  more  from 
you,  or  what  in  reality  is  more  in  your  power  ?  The  freedom,  God  be 
“  thanked,  of  our  nation  is  fuch,  that  if  her  fubjedts  tranfgrefs  not  their 
“  own  laws  by  rebellion,  piracy,  or  the  like,  they  have  nothing  to  fear, 
even  from  their  own  fovereign,  much  lefs  from  any  other  monarch  on 
earth:  and  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  they  will  be  protedled  in  the  juft 
“  rights  tliey  were  born  to,  though  thofe  rights  may  be  as  inconceivable 
“  to  a  man  bred  a  Have,  as  colours  to  a  perfon  born  blind.  I  think. 
Sirs,  it  concerns  you  to  be  as  anxious,  at  leaft  to  eftablifh  your  inter- 
‘‘  eft  with  that  monarch,  in  whofe  country  your  principal  fcene  of  adion 
lies,  as  with  the  prince  who  gives  you  accefs  to  it 

“  It  is  true,  your  cafe  is  critically  circumftanced ;  you  are  to  gain  the 
intereft  of  the  shah  by  the  very  means  that  muft  deprive  you  of  the 
“  favour  of  her  imperial  majefty :  however,  I  do  not  queftion  but  all 
'  “  this  may  by  fome  means  or  other,  which  your  own  prudence  will 
“  fuggeft  to  you,  be  eafily  reconciled.  The  welfare  of  the  British 
“  trade  through  Russia,  is  what  I  always  had,  and  ftill  have,  moft  at 
“  heart,  however  I  may  have  been  miftaken  in  my  purfuits  to  eftablifh 
“  and  advance  it;  but  I  am  very  far  from  being  confeious  that  I  am 
miftaken;  therefore,  gentlemen,  if  you  fhould  happen  to  be  of  a  dif- 
“  ferent  opinion,  the  greater  ftill  muft  be  my  misfortune.  I  have  the 
'•*  trueft  fenfe  of  obligation  to  you,  but  if  nothing  except  my  immediate 
return  can  continue  me  in  your  favour  and  efteem,  I  beg  you  will  not 
loofe  one  lingle  thought  upon  me. 

“  I  am,  &c, 

\  ♦ 

•  Here  he  enumerates  the  feveral  grievances  arlfing  from  the  arbitrary  conduft  of  the  Russian 
:eonful  in  Persia,  which  are  too  tedious  to  infert,  particularly  as  they  are  contained  in  the  memo- 

rial,  chap.  iX. 
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Befides  thefe  two  letters,  he  wrote  a  very  long  vindication  of  himfelf, 
not  without  many  Ihrewd  remarks,  but  very  inconclufive.  Whether 
Mr.  ELTON  was  perfuaded  that  the  building  fliips  on  the  Caspian  for  the 
PERSIAN  fervice,  would  be  attended  with  inconveniences  to  the  Russi¬ 
ans,  is  what  I  cannot  determine 5  but  this  feems  to  be  certain,  that  we 
might  have  traded  without  fucli  a  projedt  j  and  it  appeared  quite  agreeable 
to  reafon,  that  unlefs  wc  could  convey  our  merchandize  through  the 
RUSSIAN  empire  with  the  good  will  of  that  nation,  there  could  be  no 
conveyance  at  all :  the  nature  of  a  trade  through  a  foreign  dominion,  fuch 
as  RUSSIA  and  tartary,  muft  be  fo  conftituted,  that  whenever  it  is  ; 
not  reliflied  by  the  inhabitants,  it  is  liable  to  be  ruined  by  many  fecret 
means,  againft  which  no  fandlion  of  national  compadt  can  provide.  The  ‘ 
RUSSIANS  had  long  enjoyed  the  fovereignty  of  the  Caspian,  and  it  was  ■ 
not  to  be  imagined  they  would  be  idle  fpedtators,  if  the  Persians  claim-  - 
ed  any  fhare  of  it,  much  lefs  that  they  would  expofe  themfelves  to  the  * 
confequences  of  a  Persian  naval  power,  which  might  affedl  their  com-.  • 
mercial  affairs,  or  the  fecurity  of  their  frontier. 


Tho’  nadir’s  predominant  paffion  was  that  of  military  glory,  yet  he  ‘ 
w’as  not  ignorant  of  the  advantages  of  commerce,  fo  that  a  prudent  con- 
dudl  would  certainly  have  procured  us  a  fufficient  degree  of  his  favour,  , 
as  fubjedls  of  a  foreign  prince  with  whom  he  was  in  friendfhipy  .and  as 
merchants,  by  whom  his  revenues  received  a  confiderable  increafe.  This  • 
was  the  fenfe  of  the  matter,  and'  fo  evident,  that  neither  the  embaffador 
nor  the  Russia  company  thought  it  would  anfwer  any  purpofe  to  contra- 
didl  Mr.  elton’s  reafonings:  however  I  refolved  to  write  to  him  once  ‘ 
more,  in  my  own  name,  in  remembrance  of  our  former  acquaintance, 
and  on  account  of  the  effedts  he  yet  had  in  his  hands,  not  to  men-  ’ 
tion  the  civility  he  was  entitled  to  for  opening  this  branch  of  commerce.  - 
In  regard  to  his  condudl,  he  had  probably  erred  in  judgment  only,  for  it 
could  not  be  conceived  that  he  defigned  to  deftroy  this  infant  trade,  of  which  •* 
he  had  been  in  fo  eminent  a  degree  the  parent.  'With  the  confent  there¬ 
fore  and  approbation  of  his  majefty’s  embaffador,  I  wrote  to  him  as 
follows.  ' 

Mr.- 
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Mr.  JOHN  ELTON. 

Sir,  St.  Petersburg^  April  30,  1745. 

OINCE  I  left  ASTRACHAN  in  November  laft,  I  have  not  wrote  to 
“  you,  nor  would  I  trouble  you  now  were  I  not  actuated  with  a  hn- 
cere  defire  of  promoting  your  intereft  together  with  that  of  the  trade. 
I  cannot  but  confider  it  as  a  misfortune,  that  it  ever  was  imagined  the 
“  government  of  this  country  could  be  unconcerned,  with  regard  to  the 
“  enterprize  in  which  you  are  engaged.  You  declare  that  your  only 
intent  was  to  obtain  prote(5lion  for  our  trade,  and  the  merchants  for 
“  fome  time  confidered  it  in  this  light ;  nor  ought  we  now  to  be  further 
“  accountable  than  to  ufe  our  endeavours  to  remove  the  occafion  of  the 
‘‘  offence.  You  cannot  be  infenfible  that  the  British  miniftry,  as  well 
“  as  the  RUSSIA  company,  are  intirely  difpofed  to  fhow  a.  due  regard  to 
“  the  inclinations  of  the  Russian  court :  for  there  needs  no  argument 
“  to  prove  the  impoflibility  of  carrying  on  the  trade  in  oppofition  to 
themj  and  every  government  will  judge  for  itfelf.  • 

“  The  only  way  to  convince  the  company  of  the  integrity  of  your  in- 
tendons,  is  to  endeavour  by  all  poflible  means  to  remove  the  occafion 
of  offence  j  and  this  cannot  be  done  effedually  without  your  leaving 
'‘PERSIA.  The  merchants  have  made  you  an  offer,  for  the  particulars  of 
“  which  Prefer  you  to  their  own  letter:  thefirongefi:  affurances  have  been 
“  given  by  the  minifiry  here  to  his  majefly’s  embaffador,  for  the  fecurity 
“  of  your  perfon  in  returning  through  this  country^  fo  that  nothing  feems 
“  to  be  wanting  but  your  hearty  concurrence  to  the  eflablifhment  of  our 
“  trade:  on  the  other  hand,  fhould  thefe  motives  prove  ineffectual  through 
“  any  temptation  you  may  have  irf  Persia,  it  will  be  as  hard  to  perfuade 
.“the  CASPIAN  traders  that  you  intend  them  any  good,  as  it  will  be 
“  eafy  to  imagine  in  what  light  you  mufl  be  confidered. 

“  My  lord  hind  ford  often  expreffes  a  great  folicitude  for  your  re- 
turn;  he  has  even  entertained  fuch  an  opinion  of  your  capacity,  that 
“  he  would  gladly  recommend  you  to  the  king,  as  a  very  fit  perfon  to 
“  go  in  fearch  of  the  north  weft  paffage,  the  parliament  having  lately  re- 

“  folved 
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“  folved  to  give  a  very  confiderable  prasmium  to  the  iirft  difcoverer. 
“  If  this  argument  has  no  weight,  there  are  many  other  reafons  of  the 
“  greateft  force  which  ought  to  engage  every  good  fubjedt  to  ufe  his  ut- 
“  mod  endeavours  to  put  a  flop  to  this  growing  evil,  and  reconcile  us  to  the 
RUSSIANS:  And  can  you,  who  have  acquired  fo  much  reputation,  re- 
‘‘  fufe  to  facrifice  a  private  paffion  to  the  public  good  ? 

“  In  all  countries  there  will  be  people  of  different  opinions,  but,  if 
what  I  obferve  is  right ;  thofe  who  are  at  the  helm  of  the  Russian  go- 
“  vernment,  and  whofe  judgment  alone  is  of  much  weight  in  this  matter, 
“  think  that  our  trade  may  become  advantageous  to  Russia,  as  the  an- 
“  tient  courfe  of  it  through  turkey  will  be  diverted,  and  the  profit  re- 
‘‘  moved  hither,  by  the  duty  and  charges  to,  and  from  Persia:  you  may 
“  be  affured  however  that  no  advantages  are  efleemed  an  equivalent  for 
“  the  alarms  which  are  given  by  the  undertaking  in  queflion,  fhould  it 
be  purfued. 


“We  flattered  ourfelves  that  our  trade  would  not  be  expofed  to  any 
“  fevere  refentment,  for  an  accident  which  is  foreign  to  it  j  and  remote 
“  from  the  intentions  of  the  merchants 5  but  this  in  fad;  is  not  the  cafe; 
“  you  muft;  leave  Persia,  or  our  trade  is  undone:  and  what  will  your 
‘‘  flay  in  that  country  avail  ?  You  will  foon  be  fenfible  of  the  impoflibi- 
lity  of  purfuing  this  enterprize  with  any  fuccefs,  for  the  many  reafons 
“  I  have  often  mentioned  to  you,  which  are  now  too  tedious  to  enu- 
“  merate.  I  will  take  no  other  notice  of  myfelf  than  that  I  have  been 
“  perfecuted  in  confequence  of  your  miflaken  jealoufy  and  unprovoked 
“  refentments;  but  I  can  forgive.  I  heartily  wifh  that  all  may  be  well 
“  again, .  and  am,  Sir,  &c.” 


I 
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'  ■.  CHAP.  IX. 

1‘he  CASPIAN  trade  objlruBed  on  Mr.  ELTON’.y  account.  Memorial  on  this 
jubjeB  to  the  British  conful  at  St.  Petersburg,  in  confequence  of  the 
greivances  complained  of  by  the  bkit ism  factors  in  Persia.  Nadir 
shah’j  decree  detaining  j.  elton.  ^he  shah  fends  a  commijfary  into 
RUSSIA  with  a  cargo  of  raw  ftlk.  T!he  British  Jhips  are  fold  to  Rus¬ 
sian  merchants. 


Mr.  ELTON,  I  prefume,  was  not  fo  blinded  by  his  prejudices,  but 
he  acknowledged  in  his  own  breaft,  that  my  letter  contained,  in 
a  great  meafure,  the  true  Rate  of  the  cafe ;  but  it  is  probable  he  was  too 
deeply  engaged  to  leave  his  mailer  j  or  had  private  reafons  why  he  did  not 
chufe  to  return  to  England  j  unlefs  fome  very  good  provilion  had  been 
made  for  him,  and  fecured  in  the  moR  fatisfadlory  manner.  He  was  now 
in  a  country  where  no  amufements  could  call  him  off,  and  though  he  had 
to  Rruggle  with  great  difficulties  in  the  purfuit  of  his  undertaking,  his  ge¬ 
nius  and  induRry  were  equal  to  them :  the  fear  of  being  baffled  and  ren¬ 
dered  an  objedl  of  contempt  on  one  fide  j  and  on  the  other,  the  hope  of 
acquiring  honour  as  well  as  profit  by  his  fuccefs,  were  very  Rrong  mo¬ 
tives  to  aflion  j  but  thefe  were  yet  Rrengthened  by  his  refentment  of  the 
perfecution,  which  he  naturally  fuppofed  would  be  carried  on  agaiiiR  him 
on  the  part  of  the  Russian  court.  Thus  the  fame  incentive  which  Ri- 
mulated  his  endeavours  to  promote  the  shah’s  defigns,  encreafed  the  o- 
dium  of  the  Russians  againR'him,  which  they  demonRrated  in  repeated 
inRances  deRrudtive  of  our  Caspian  trade. 


As  neither  the  merchants  in  London,  nor  the  facRors  in  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  thought  themfelves  in  Rridl  juRice  accountable  for  what  nadir,  or 
his  fervant  elton,  Riould  think  proper  to  employ  themfelves  about,  it 
was  but  natural  they  Riould  Rruggle  hard  to  preferve  their  trade :  they  had 
already  fuffered  a  detention  of  their  effedls  in  astrachan,  and  many 
indignities  from  the  Russian  conful  in  ghilan  ;  this  at  length  produced 
the  following  memorial  which  the  British  fadlors  in  St.  Petersburg, 
addreffed  to  his  majeRy’s  conful  in  that  city  in  the  fummer  this  year  k 
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“To  JACOB  WOLFF,  efquire,  his  Britannic  niajefty’s  conful  at  St. 

“  PETERSBURG. 

“  Sir, 

The  BRITISH  trade  through  this  empire  to  Persia,  having  re¬ 
ceived  great  marks  of  attention  both  from  the  British  and  the 
RUSSIAN  governments,  we  hope  the  difficulties  it  now  labours  under 
will  alfo  merit  their  particular  regard.  Her  imperial  majefly’s  father, 
of  immortal  memory,  often  propofedand  recommended  this  trade  to  the 
BRITISH  fubjedtsi  and  it  is  now  agreed  to  by  a  folemn  national  compadt. 
The  BRITISH  legiflature  thought  it  worthy  their  encouragement,  and 
in  confequence  of  a  powerful  and  expenfive  folicitation,  an  adt  of  par¬ 
liament  was  obtained  in  our  favour,  the  good  effedls  of  which  we  ex- 
pedt  to  be  prefei*ved  to  us. 

“  The  minifters  of  her  imperial  majefly  cannot  be  infenflble  of  the 
great  importance  of  the  British  trade  to  the  fubjedts  of  this  em¬ 
pire,  and  it  is  upon  this  account  we  prefume,  that  the  protedlion  of 
RUSSIA  is  promifed  to  us,  as  to  the  mofl  favoured  of  all  the  nations  in 
friendffiip  with  this  government.  We  are  not  only  the  fubjedts  of  a 
prince  in  perfedt  amity  with  her  imperial  majefty,  but  from  a  regard  to 
our  own  particular  interefts,  and  even  from  inclination,  we  have  a  con¬ 
cern  for  her  happinefs  and  glory  ;  hence  we  are  the  more  affedled 
with  the  treatment  we  have  received  from  the  Russian  conful  in  ghi- 
LAN,  efpecially  as  we  have  given  all  poffible  proof  of  the  fmeerity  of 
our  defires  to  remove  every  objedt  of  offence. 

“  We  cannot  indeed  conceive  that  the  Russian  conful  is  authorized 
to  diftrefs  us;  but  under  a  pretence  of  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  own 
country,  he  has  endeavoured  to  render  our  trade  and  fadlors  odious, 
the  better  to  carry  his  own  point :  this  can  be  no  other  than  to  give  bur 
fliare  of  the  trade,  into  the  hands  of  the  Armenians,  becaufe  he 
makes  exadlions  on  them  with  impunity ;  efpecially  with  regard  to  the 
flipping  in  ghilan,  over  which  lie  affumes  fo  deffrudlive  an  autho¬ 
rity.  His  taking  away  captain  blair’s  crew,  at  a  time  when  the  bri- 
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“  TisH  fliip  ELIZABETH  was  ill  the  extreameft  diftrefs  5  his  writing  to 
‘‘  his  court  that  this  fhip  was  fold  to  the  shahj  his  mifreprefentations 
“  of  the  condudl  of  every  private  British  fadlor  in  ghilanj  his  tak- 
“  ing  the  advantage  of  elton’s  enferprize,  to  inlinuate  as  if  all  the 
BRITISH  fubjeds  were  plotting  againft  the  Russian  government;  his 
“  arrefting  an  Armenian,  who  is  our  fador’s  head  fervant  and  broker, 
a  perfon  of  worth  and  fobriety ;  his  beating  him  cruelly,  and  preventing  ' 
the  execution  of  his  mailer’s  bufinefs,  are  all  inconteftable  proofs  of  his 
“  intentions  to  facrifice  our  trade  to  his  private  views.  Therefore,  Sir,  we 
beg  that  either  he  may  be  recalled  from  ghilan,  or  ordered,  in  the 
“  mod  ferious  manner,  to  condud  himfelf  towards  the  British  fadors  in 
“  PERSIA,  as  to  perfons  intitled  to  all  poffible  protedion  and  regard.  If 
“  neither  of  thefe  can  be  obtained,  we  fee  no  profped  of  preferving  our 
“  trade,  nor  any  method  of  preventing  its  being  wrefted  from  us  very  foon. 

“  The  merchants  of  astrachan  have  as  many  fliips  as  can  find  em- 
ploy;  we  only  defire  the  liberty  of  a  free  agreement  for  the  freight  of 
“  our  goods,  that  our  trade  may  not  be  obftruded  by  the  Russian  con- 
“  ful  upon  any  frivolous  pretence.  As  our  lliips  on  the  Caspian  were 
“  built  by  imperial  authority,  and  the  ufe  of  them  is  no  longer  continu- 
“  ed  to  us  we  defire  that  the  government  will  pay  to  their  owners  the 
“  charge  of  building  and  fitting  them  out,  agreeably  to  the  repeated  de- 
clarations  made  by  knez  sherbatove,  her  imperial  majefty’s  minifter 
‘‘  at  the  BRITISH  court.  Moreover,  as  no  bufinefs  can  be  carried  on 
“  without  correfpondence,  we  defire  that  the  faid  conful  be  ordered  to 
deliver  our  letters  regularly ;  for  we  write  about  our  own  affairs,  and 
have  no  manner  of  concern  with  Mr.  elton’s  projed:s. 

“We  are  further  refolved  to  do  our  utmofl  to  promote  the  mofl  per- 
“  fedl  underflanding  with  the  officers  and  fubjedls  of  her  imperial  ma- 
“  jefly,  both  in  astrachan  and  in  Persia;  in  confequence  hereof  our 
“  principals  in  London  have  lately  fent  over,  through  this  country,  two 
**  perfons  of  good  condud:  \  who  are  amply  inflruded  to  avoid  all  thefe 

f  This  was  thought  an  expedient  to  reconcile  thefe  differences,  J  Mr.  Charles  Thompson 
asd  Mr.  G.  PRESTO N. 

unhappy 
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unhappy  differences.  But  give  us  leave,  Sir,  again  to  repeat  that  it  is 
“  ablblutely  impoffible  to  prevent  thefe  painful  contentions,  and  the  total 
“  diffolution  of  our  trade,  whilfl  Mr.  bakoonin,  or  any  other  Russian 
“  conful  who  may  fucceed  him,  is  fo  very  much  indifpofed  to  live  in 
“  harmony  with  us.  If  there  is  any  particular  circumftance  in  which'* 
“  our  fadiors  are  deficient,  we  defire  you  will  acquaint  us,  or  give  them' 
“  inflrudtions  yourfelf  j  and  it  would  be  a  great  means  of  reconciling  all 
“  difficulties,  could  they  be  informed  what  orders  are  given  concerning 
“  them,  that  they  be  not  ignorant  of  any  thing  which  can  contribute  to  ^ 
“  the  eflablifhment  and  fupport  of  a  perfedl  underffanding. 

“We  are,  &c.’* ' 

But  our  trade  was  devoted  to  ruin,  and  no  remonffrance  whatfoever  could  • 
make  any  impreffion  on  the  Russian  miniffry.  Though  our  complaints 
were  founded  upon  very  flrong  evidence  of  the  frequent  infolences  and 
the  moft  wanton  indignities  offered  us  by  the  Russian  conful  in  ghi- 
LAN^  yet  we  could  obtain  no  fatisfadlion :  they  were  indeed  tacitly  ac¬ 
knowledged,  but  at  the  fame  time  we  were  continually  reproached  with 
Mr.  elton’s  proceedings  in  Persia,  which  was  in  effed:  to  undeceive  us  ■ 
with  regard  to  the  fupport  of  our  commerce,  on  any  other  terms  than  his  ■ 
removal.  And  yet  the  Russian  miniffry  faw  we  could  not  make  any  im^ 
predion  upon  elton,  his  remaining  in  that  country  being  at  length  de-  - 
termined,  as  the  reader  will  judge  from  nadir  shah’s  decree,  of  which  1 
ELTON  himfelf  fent  us  a  tranflation,  viz. 

“  TTj  Y  the  merits  of  Almighty  God  our  commands  are  ever  obeyed. 

“  JLJ  The  propereff  of  the  chriflians  gemal  beg  ",  commiffioner  of 
“  our  royal  navy  on  the  Caspian  fea,  is  by  our  imperial  and  moff  gra- 
“  cious  favour  exalted,  and  given  to  knowj  that  his  petition  with  ;-e- 
“  gard  to  his  firiifhing  one  large  fhip,  and  defiring  leave  to  go  with  fuch 
“  fhip  to  ASTRACHANi  and  concerning  feveral  other  points;  is  come 
“  to  our  moff  facred  prefence,  and  the  meaning  thereof  underffood. 

"  Gemal  beg  is  a  flattering  appellation,  fignifying  the  lord  of  beauty,  or,  as  we  may  tranflate  it, 
the  knight  of  the  good  countenance,”  which  nadir  gave  elton  ;  for  beg  feeras  to  be  more 
properly  a  title  anfwcring  to  our  knights. 

“  But 
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“  But  as  our  imperial  defign  is  to  call  the  properefl  of  the  chriftians  at 
“  new  year  to  our  victorious  ftirrup,  and  to  fettle  our  naval  affairs  on  a 
“  right  foundation.  Therefore  the  propereft  of  the  chriftians  muft  defer 
««  going  to  ASTRACHAN  liimfelf,  but  fend  fuch  failors  as  he  has  with 
him  who  underftand  navigation,  to  take  care  of  the  ftiip  to  that  port  j 
“  and  the  propereft  of  the  chriftians  muft  remain  where  he  is,  and  fi- 
“  nifti  the  other  fhips  ordered,  give  full  directions  concerning  them, 
“  and  not  exclude  himfelf :  but  on  the  contrary,  make  the  beauty  of  his 
fervice  appear  in  the  prefence  of  our  univerfal  glory }  taking  this  as  a 
command,  and  to  remain  in  his  duty. 

“  Dated  the  26th  of  the  moon  shewal,  1158  V’ 

The  conclufion  of  this  decree  feems  to  be  very  definitive,  though  it 
is  the  ordinary  ftile  in  fuch  cafes.  It  is  not  in  the  leaft  furprifing  that 
NADIR  made  a  favourite  point  of  his  maritime  defigns:  his  exaClions  had 
difabled  his  people  from  contributing  to  the  fupport  of  his  army,  and 
had  alfo  the  pernicious  confequences  of  putting  an  entire  ftop  to  trade. 
But  his  inclination  to  war  being  not  leffened  by  the  neceflity  of  ufing  his 
INDIAN  treafure,  while  his  avarice  encreafed  beyond  all  conception,  he 
determined  to  turn  merchant  himfelf :  by  the  intimation  given  in  the  de¬ 
cree,  he  expected  one  of  his  own  veffels  would  be  ready  to  tranfport  his 
firft  adventure  to  astrachan^  but  in  this  he  was  miftaken;  for  none 
of  the  veflels,  which  el  ton  compleated  for  him,  ever  came  farther  than 
derbend,  and  that  only  for  one  or  two  voyages. 

The  SHAH  had  ordered  a  capital  of  100,000  crowns  to  be  employed 
in  trade,  under  the  care  of  hahdgee  seffie,  the  cuftomer  of  reshd, 
a  man  of  good  reputation  :  he  ordered  him  to  lay  out  half  the  capital 
in  raw  filk  and  Persian  manufactures,  to  be  immediately  tranfported 
into  RUSSIA  ;  and  there  to  be  fold  for  his  account,  or  to  be  carried  from 
thence  to  any  other  part  of  Europe,  as  this  commiftary  ftiould  think 
moft  for  his  intereft.  The  hahdgee  was  accordingly  fent  over  in  a 
RUSSIAN  veflel  to  astrachan  with  200  bales  of  raw  filk. 

••  V  The  beginning. of  the  year  which  he  alludes  to,  according  to  the  Persians,  is  the  vernal  equi¬ 
nox,  or  loth  of  March.  *  November  19th,  1745. 

A  royal 
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A  royal  merchant  who  might  blend  politics  with  commerce,  could  not 
eafily  procure  a  favourable  reception  in  Russia:  the  defign  in  itfelf  was 
not  lefs  ungrateful  to  the  Russians,  than  that  of  elton’s  building  of 
{hips.  It  is  not  improbable  that  a  man  of  nadir’s  genius  had  fome  re¬ 
gard,  in  a  projedl  of  this  fort,  to  the  intelligence  which  he  might  pro¬ 
cure  of  what  was  palling  in  Europe,  efpecially  concerning  the  Turks, 
the  entire  conqueft  of  whom  he  had  often  meditated.  As  a  merchant 
however  he  declared  his  exped:ations  of  a  return  of  60  per  cent,  per  an¬ 
num,  which,  conlidering  nadir’s  ufual  condu(51:,  was  no  great  encourage-  - 
ment  to  his  agent  ever  to  make  him  any  return  at  all. 

The  RUSSIANS  and  Persians  are  by  treaty  mutually  exempt  from’ 
paying  cuftoms,  but  as  in  ghilan  the  shah  received  the  duty  of  lilk  of 
the  peafants,  and  confequently  the  Russians  paid  it  in  the  price  given 
for  that  commodity,  fo  in  Russia  no  one  was  permitted  to  buy  Persian 
filk  without  paying  the  duty  upon  exportation ^  and  thus  the  intention 
of  favouring  each  other  was  on  both  fides  defeated;  but  had  the  Per¬ 
sian  commiffary  thought  it  proper,  or  could  have  obtained  a  paflage 
through  RUSSIA  into  any  other  part  of  Europe,  he  would  have  faved 
the  tranht  duty  to  his  mailer,  as  the  Russians  fave  the  duty  of  their* 
imports  into  Persia. 

To  return  to  our  own  affairs^  it  was  Hill  impollible  for  the  British' 
fadlors  in  ghilan  to  conduct  themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner,  ,  but  the 
RUSSIAN  conful  in  that  province  found  fomething  to  obje<fl  to;  in  par¬ 
ticular  that  they  were  too  much  in  the  PERSIAN  interell,  and  interfer-- 
ed  with  the  Russian  merchants,  whofe  greatell  profits  arofe  from  Ihip- 
ping.  The  memorial  recited  in  the  lall  chapter,  mentions  our  acquief-  • 
cence  in  giving  up  what  we  could  not  keep,  viz.  the  two  British  lliips  . 
on  the  CASPIAN  fea:  at  the  requell  of  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg,  , 
thefe  Ihips  were  at  length  fold  to  Russian  merchants  at  astrachan, 
and  from  that  time  navigated  under  the  Russian  fiag.  Thus  ended  the  ; 
Ihort-lived  British  navigation  on  the  Caspian  fea,  whereby  a  deep 
wound  was  given  to  this  trade  already  in  an  expiring  condition.  The 
RUSSIANS  however  benefited  by  our  lofs,  and  received  no  fmall  advan¬ 
tage 
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tage  from  the  models  vve  left  them,  and  by  learning  of  us  in  thofe  parts, 
as  they  had  before  done  in  St.  Petersburg,  the  ufe  of  the  heft  mate¬ 
rials  for  fliip  building. 


C  H  A  P.  X. 

Antient  trade  to  turkey.  Several  faBories  efiablified  in  that  country, 
MafiufaBories  in  l  anguedoc.  The  enterprifing  genius  of  the  french, 
a7id  the  ajnount  of  their  levant  trade  in  1720.  Defence  of  the  tur¬ 
key  compa7iy.  Remarks  on  the  filks  i77iported  from  the  Caspian,  and 
alfo  on  bullion. 


WHILST  the  Russia  company  was  thus  endeavouring  by  all  pof- 
fible  means  to  eftablifh  their  CASPIAN  trade,  our  commerce  to 
the  LEVANT  was  greatly  the  fubjedl  of  debate;  and  though  it  might  not 
be  in  fo  bad  a  condition  as  that  over  the  Caspian,  yet  it  certainly  lan- 
guifhed  with  a  very  fenhble  decay.  The  connexion  it  has  with  the  Cas¬ 
pian  trade;  and  the  utility  which  a  memorial  of  what  then  part,  may 
have  in  regard  to  any  future  inquiries,-  will,  J  hope,  be  an  excufe  for  this 
digreffion. 

Dur  trade  to  turkey  firft  began  to  flourifli  in  queen  Elizabeth's 
reign,  when  it  was  carried  on  moftly  by  bullion.  King  james  I. 
^ftabliflied  a  company  by  charter,  and  Charles  II.  confirmed  it:  but 
it  was  no  earlier  than  the  reign  of  the  latter  that  we  introduced  our 
woollen  manufadlures  into  turkey  in  any  confiderable  quantity,  and  of 
thefe  our  kerfeys  were  then  the  chief  part;  however,  we  have  now  a 
treaty  of  commerce  fubfifting  with  the  port,  and  by  means  of  our  tur¬ 
key  company  have  fupported  ourfelves  in  that  trade  for  a  feries  of  years, 
much  to  the  advantage  of  the  nation.  The  factories  efiabliflied  in  tur¬ 
key  are  at  Smyrna,  aleppo,  Constantinople  and  cairo  :  at  all 
thefe  places  the  french  are  fettled  alfo;  they  import  cloth  and  Ame¬ 
rican  goods,  in  exchange  of  which  they  take  wool,  corn,  oil,  raw  filk 
and  other  rich  commodities ;  they  have  likewife  feveral  other  fettlements, 
by  which  they  increafe  their  influence  in  turkey.  It  was  not  however 

till 
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till  the  reign  of  lewis  XiV.  that  they  made  any  {hining  figure  in  this 
trade.  The  firll;  introdudtion  of  the  french  into  the  levant  trade 
was  attended  with  very  favourable  circumftances  to  that  nation;  for  the 
TURKS,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  their  afliftance  againft  the  emperorcHARLEsV. 
flrewed  them  a  very  diftinguifiied  regard. 

Under  lewis  XIV.  Mr.  colbert  efiablifiied  fabrics  of  cloth  in  lan- 
GUEDOC,  and  obtained  great  fupport  and  encouragement  to  the  manu- 
fadlurers :  by  this  he  propofed  not  only  to  promote  the  commerce  of  his 
own  country,  but  to  enter  into  political  fchemes  with  the  Turks.  The 
FRENCH,  in  order  to  fhew  their  fuperior  power  and  grandeur,  fent  at  this 
time  a  large  fleet  of  fhips  of  war  to  Constantinople  ;  a  thing  which  has 
beenfince  pradtifed  by  France,  though  not  with  equal fuccefs.  So  induf- 
trious  is  that  nation  to  try  all  pofTible  expedients  to  promote  her  intereft,  and 
from  the  pride  of  military  glory,  to  diredt  her  aims  to  the  increafe  of 
her  riches  by  commerce:  I  remember  when  I  was  a  fadtor  at  Lisbon 
about  the  year  1740,  Mr.  chavignie  came  as  embalTador- from  the 
court  of  FRANCE  to  the  king  of  Portugal,  and  as  we  then  imagined, 
chiefly  with  a  view  to  commerce.  The  portugueze  thought  it  was 
highly  inconfifl:ent  with  the  dignity  of  his  charadler  as  an  embaflador,  to 
bring  patterns  of  woollen  goods,  and  produce  them  publicly  at  court ;  but 
he  was  of  a  different  opinion,  and  probably  was  not  without  hopes  of 
fupplanting  us.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  feveral  french  fhips  and  floops 
of  war  anchored  in  the  tagus,  the  officers  of  which,  even  to  the  fub- 
al terns,  were  condudfed  in  proceflion  to  court;  a  fight  which  was  extreme¬ 
ly  ridiculous  to  the  portugueze,  who  are  no  flrangers  to  the  fuperior 
maritime  power  of  great  Britain.  But  what  gave  them  the  worfl: 
impreffion  of  this  effort  of  France,  was  the  attempt  of  introducing  clan- 
deftinely  a  confiderable  quantity  of  french  linens,  which  were  brought, 
and  part  of  them  fecretly  landed,  by  thofe  very  fhips  of  war. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  colbert’s  fcheme  of  eftablifhing  the  french  com¬ 
merce  in  turkey,  the  reader  will  obferve  by  the  papers  already  quoted 
and  delivered  to  our  miniflry  in  June  1739,  what  great  encouragement 

y  Vol.  I.  p.  59,  &c. 
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was  given  to  the  manufa(5tones  eftabliflied  in  languedoc,  and  fince  ex¬ 
tended  to  pro  vence.  Before  this  time  the  united  provinces  had  a 
confiderable  trade  to  turkey,  but  it  is  now  declined,  and  in  fome  places 
does  not  entertain  near  the  number  of  factors  as  they  had  formerly.  In 
1720,  when  the -plague  broke  out  at  mersailles,  France  imported 
into  TURKEY  500,0001.  value. 

;C- 


Of  which  in  cloth  about  -  - 

In  cutlery  and  other  fmall  goods 
Indigo  -------- 

Sugar 

Coffee  ------- 

And  the  ballance  in  filver  -  - 


240,000 
20,000 
50,000 
20,000 
I  c,ooo 
155,000 


It  is  to  be  obferved  here,  that  the  french  have  the  permiffion  of  fend¬ 
ing  the  produce  of  their  American  colonies  diredlly  to  turkey^  and 
the  iituation  of  mersailles,  in  regard  to  the  levant  trade,  is  certain¬ 
ly  a  great  advantage,  efpecially  as  that  city  enjoys  an  exclufive  charter. 
Their  cloths  are  fpungy,  but  they  are  thin,  light  and  foft,  and  adapted  to 
the  tafle  of  the  turks  :  as  their  manufactories  are  under  good  regulation, 
they  fupport  the  quality,  and  by  this  means  prevent  the  diminution  of  the 
price  j  and  as  there  is  an  account  given  of  the  merchants  and  their  effeCts, 
no  one  is  fuffered  to  fell  more  than  a  proportion  of  the  flock  he  poffeffes  j 
fo  that  they  feem  here  to  employ  their  arbitraiy  power  to  an  advantageous 
purpofe.  Immediately  after  the  conclufion  of  queen  Ann’s  war,  the 
french  crouded  to  turkey  with  fuch  a  profufion  of  cloth  and  other 
goods  as  glutted  the  market  extremely,  by  which  means  many  of  the 
principal  merchants  of  mersailles  were  ruined:  this  revived  our  trade, 
and  in  the  next  five  years,  though  we  fent  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fil¬ 
ver,  we  annually  exported  18,000  cloths  for  turkey  3  but  from  that 
time  our  trade  began  to  decline. 


Peter  the  great  having  taken  poffefiion  of  ghilan  in  1722,  the 
inhabitants  of  that  province  negleCted  the  cultivation  of  their  raw  filk, 
fo  that  our  faCtors  in  turkey  foon  felt  the  effeCt  of  itj  and  this  was 

'  -  another 
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•another  wound  to  our  levant  trade.  Befides  the  progrefs  of  the  french, 
and  the  Russians  feizing  the  filk  provinces  of  Persia,  further  rea- 
fons  appeared  for  the  decay  of  our  turkey  trade.  The  coffee  from. 
EGYPT,  which  ufed  to  be  a  confiderable  article,  had  of  late  years  very  * 
much  failed,  as  it  came  cheaper  from  mocha  by  our  east  India  fhips. 
Rhubarb,  which  had  alfo  been  at  a  rnuch  higher  price  than  it  is  at  pre- 
fent,  a  great  part  of  it  which  ufed  to  come  by  way  of  turkey,  is  now 
brought  through  the  Russian  dominions  for  account  of  that  government, 
and  generally  fent  to  Amsterdam.  The  price  of  raw  lilk  in  Europe 
had  likewife  declined  for  fonie  time  Mohair  was  an  article  of  fome 
importance,  being  confumed  in  buttons,  button-holes  and  camblets:  but 
goats,  of  whofe  hair  this  is  made,  fometimes  rot  as  our  fheep  do,  and 
this  occafioned  a  diminution  in  the  import,  whilfl  our  home  confumption 
alfo  decreafed  by  means  of  the  new  fafhion  of  metal  buttons.  -The  buy¬ 
ers  of  mohair  however  complained  aloud  that'this  commodity  was  import¬ 
ed  only  from  turkey,  and  that  the  merchants  had  kept  it  up  to  an  ex¬ 
orbitant  price,  importing  only  600  bags  for  the  fpace  of  16  months,  and 
the  package  of  that  very  inferior. 

In  regard  to  the  sherbaff  filk,  which  was  bought  by  our  factors  in 
GHiLAN,  and  fent  home  through  Russia,  it  was  found  to  be  two  (hil¬ 
lings  in  a  pound  better  than  the  Persian  sherbaff  imported  from 
turkey j  for  the  wafte  of  one  is  only  10  per  cent,  and  the  other  20, 
the  latter  being  a  natural  confequence  of  the  fraudulent  package  ufed  by 

the  ARMENIANS  ^ 

With  refpedt  to  France,  the  duty  in  turkey  called  messataria, 
has  been  taken  ofF  in  favour  of  that  nation,  which  is  2  i  dollar  per  bale 
of  cloth,  and  i  i  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  goods  fold  by  weight :  they 
alfo  obtained  a  reduction  of  the  cuftom,  a  bale  of  20  cloths  being  charg¬ 
ed  at  30  dollars  only,  which  was  before  at  40.  Thefe  were  very  flrong 
reafons  why  the  turkey  trade  was  fo  much  declined,  reafons  which 
called  aloud  for  all  the  relief  that  the  nature  of  the  thing  would  poffibly 

^  From  1745  it  again  advanced  very  confiderably.  »  The  Russians  fcem  to  have  as  little  re¬ 

gard  in  this  particular. 

G  2  admit ; 
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admit:  but  that  fuch  an  unreftrained  liberty  of  commerce  3.S  the  com¬ 
plainants  required,  would  have  anfwered  the  end,  and  afforded  that  re¬ 
lief,  was  very  far  from  being  a  clear  matter. 

With  regard  to  the  carrying  on  the  filk  trade  by  bullion,  the  parliament 
thought  it  for  the  intereft  of  the  nation  to  tie  up  the  hands  of  the  Russia 
company,  in  the  purchafe  of  raw  filk  in  Persia  for  gold  or  filver,  or 
in  exchange  for  any  commodities  except  our  manufadlures.  The  Russi¬ 
an  government  was  likewife  fo  far  alarmed  as  to  make  it  death  to  export 
gold  or  filver  through  that  country  into  the  shah’s  dominions.  It  often 
happens  however,  when  the  demand  for  cloth  in  Persia  is  much  fhort 
of  the  value  of  the  raw  filk  at  market,  this  commodity  is  then  obtain¬ 
able  only  for  money.  The  turkey  company  was  very  fenfible  of  this, 
and  though  their  trade  was  underftood  to  be  carried  on  by  manufa6tories 
only,  yet  they  have  often  imported  into  turkey  great  quantities  of  Spa¬ 
nish  filver.  Indeed  I  never  could  apprehend  this  to  be  injurious  to  the 
national  intereff,  more  than  the  commerce  which  is  carried  on  from  hence 
to  the  UNITED  PROVINCES  and  other  countries,  in  the  gold  and  filver  of 
foreign  dominions.  The  national  coin,  I  conceive,  ought  to  be  facred 
to  us  who  have  no  mines  of  gold  or  filver  j  but  foreign  coin  or  bullion 
is  only  a  commodity,  which  may  be  advantageoufly  exported  in  exchange 
for  any  material  of  a  beneficial  trade.  An  unwrought  commodity  ma- 
nufadured  at  home,  whilfl  it  gives  employment  to  our  people,  will  pro¬ 
duce  gold  and  filver ;  for  induflry  is  the  true  fource  of  riches :  befides, 
trade  feldom  can  be  forced  but  to  a  great  difadvantage,  and  perhaps  in 
no  country  with  more  difficulty  and  lofs  than  in  Persia.  Nor  can  the 
confumption  of  our  manufadlures  be  diminiflied  by  exporting  bullion,  un- 
lefs  we  fuppofe  that  where  money  is  plenty,  there  will  be  lefs  demand  for 
cloathing  ;  whereas  experience  proves  the  contrary :  and  as  to  bartering  cloth 
for  filk,  it  is  not  pradlifed  in  Persia;  but  ready  money  being  paid  for 
fuch  filk,  the  Persian  merchant  will  lay  it  out  again  in  cloth  if  he  finds  it 
beneficial.  When  a  market  is  glutted,  it  is  often  better  to  fell  even  at  a 
lofs,  which  may  be  always  done  where  there  is  money,  and  by  this  means 
make  quick  returns,  than  to  fuffer  goods  to  lay-by  any  length  of  time: 

when 
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when  a  market  is  not  glutted,  manufa<5lures  or  merchandize  are  always 
fuppofed  to  be  moft  beneficial  to  the  private  merchants,  and  confequently 
the  import  of  them  preferred  to  gold  or  filver:  but  if  at  any  certain  time 
there  is  abfolutely  no  demand  for  our  goods,  is  it  beneficial  to  a  nation  to 
prohibit  the  ufe  of  gold  and  filver  in  the  purchace  of  an  un wrought  com¬ 
modity,  the  manufadory  of  which  brings  an  accumulation  of  wealth  ? 

We  do  in  fad  fend  out  gold  and  filver  to  feveral  countries  in  Europe  ^  . 
from  whence  we  receive  only  wrought  commodities,  or  ufelefs  articles. 
But  if  the  prohibition  of  employing  gold  or  filver  is  founded  in  reafon,  it 
cannot  operate  to  the  intent  of  the  legiflature ,  in  particular  cafes.  It  does 
not,  I  think,  feem  applicable  to  the  turkey  nor  to  the  Indian  trade j 
nor  will  it  I  conceive  be  to  that  of  Persia,  if  ever  we  eflablifh  ourfelves 
again  in  the  northern  provinces  of  that  country. 


C  H  A  R  XI. 

Enquiries  concerning  the  levant  trade  in  1744.  *dhe  great  advantage  ‘ 
of  it.  T^he  importance  of  our  woollen  manufadtures.  Further  reafons 
for  the  decay  of  the  levant  trade.  ^  The  interpofition  of  the  crown  ne-  - 
cefary. 

OUR  TURKEY  trade  was  now  fallen  into  fo  fenfible  a  decay,  that' 
feveral  perfons,-  particularly  clothiers  and  packers,  began  to  interefl 
themfelves  deeply :  Mr.  john  lodge,  an  eminent  packer,  fhewed  a  pa¬ 
triot  fpirit  upon  this  occafion :  and,  in  conjundion  with  feveral  confider- 
able  merchants,  he  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  national  intereft,  as  it  appear¬ 
ed  to  him,  with  a  becoming  warmth.  The  decay  of  this  branch  of  com¬ 
merce  was  obvious,  but  the  caufes  of  it  were  not  univerfally  underflood,- 
though  it  had  been  fo  much  canvafTed  not  long  before  S 

The  defire  to  vindicate  our  own  ads  is  natural  to  us,  and  where  pri¬ 
vate  advantage  and  inclination  interfere  with  the  public  interefl,  the  lat- 

Holland  and  Sweden  in  particular,  and  from  Holland  we  export  filver  to  Russia,  which, 
conftitutes  part  of  the  ballance  of  our  trade  with  that  country.  «  ggg  yol.  I.  chap.  VIII. 
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ter  generally  fuifers.  The  turkey  company  became  fufpeded  of  parti¬ 
ality,  but  the  complainants  were  fubjed  to  the  fame  imputation  :  the  lat¬ 
ter  urged  that  the  condud  of  that  company  was  the  only  caufe  of  the  de¬ 
cay  in’queftion,  and  that  to  make  it  intirely  a  free  and  open  trade  would  be 
the  bed;  or  only  remedy  to  reftore  it.  Upon  enquiry  into  the  circumdances 
of  the  LEVANT  traders,  it  was  found  that  our  annual  imports  of  raw 
filk  from  all  countries,  except  turkey,  for  21  years,  viz.  from  the  year 
1720  to  1740  inclulive,  did  not  exceed  170,000  great  pounds  of  24 
ounces,  of  which  was  brought  from  the  east  indies  about  120,000 

From  ITALY  — —  — _  -  -  —  30,000 

From  SPAIN,  and  other  places  in  the  mediterranean  —  20,000 

But  from  turkey  only,  including  the  three  following  years, 
viz.  from  1720  to  1743,  of  the  fame  weight  was  yearly 

imported  - -  -  -  - -  206,000 

The  importation  however  decreafed  very  fad.  In  5  years, 
from  1722  to  1726,  the  import  from  turkey  was 
1,472,491  fmall  pounds  of  16  ounces,  which  amounts  an¬ 


nually  to  great  pounds  .  —  ■  ■  —  196,000 

Butin  1737  to  1741,  it  was  659,519  fmall  pounds,  which 
'.are  great  pounds  annually  only  —  — -  ^^>336 

Mohair  yarn  imported  from  turkey  for  the  above  23  years, 

was  yearly  —  —  —  —  200,000 

Cotton  wool  for  20  years,  as  above,  from  the  year  1721  to 

1740,  yearly  —  —  —  —  330,000 

Cotton  yarn  for  the  faid  20  years  —  —  60,000 


Thus  at  a  moderate  computation,  viz.  filk  at  19  s.  the  great  pound,  cot¬ 
ton  v/ool  at  I  s.  cotton  yarn  at  2  s.  and  mohair  at  6  s.  deducting  15  per 
cent,  for  duties,  freight  and  charges,  which  is  alfo  national  profit,  re¬ 
mains  236,470  1.  There  was  alfo  a  confiderable  value  in  rhubarb,'  coffee 
and  other  drugs,  to  make  up  the  annual  amount  of  our  imports. 

The  value  of  our  woollens  exported  to  turkey,  together  with  tin, 
cochineal,  and  fome  lead,  for  the  above  20  years,  has  been  annually  on- 

**  Raw  AMERICAN  cotton  is  at  zod.  mohair  from  turkey,  according  to  the  quality,  is  from 
2  s.  6  d.  to  1 2  s.  the  pound. 
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ly  I  So, 000  1.  From  hence  it  appears  what  confiderable  advantages  have 
been  made  by  the  levant  merchants,  and  how  much  it  is  an  objedl 
worthy  of  the  national  protedion  ;  for  if  by  exporting  180,000  1.  for  the 
moft  part  in  our  wrought  wool,  the  fource  from  whence  our  riches  are 
chiefly  derived,  we  could  have  returns  in  unwrought  commodities  annually 
to  the  value  of  236,470 1.  how  many  thoufands  of  the  induflrious  and  mofl: 
deferving  part  of  this  nation  would  not  fuch  a  trade  employ  in  a  feries  of 
years ;  and  what  an  accumulation  of  wealth  would  it  not  produce !  This 
confideration  fliould  awaken  all  our  care,  to  adapt  our  cloth  to  the  tafte 
of  the  TURKS,  and  indeed  of  every  nation  ;  and  to  be  afliduous  not  only 
to  preferve  the  trade  we  already  poflefs,  but  alfo  to  extend  it,  at  the  fame 
time  as  we  guard  againfl:  the  confequences  of  the  induflry  and  application 
of  thofe  who  are  already  come  in  for  a  large  fliare  of  this  commerce. 

The  fl;ate  in  which  feveral  other  nations  have  lived  for  fome  ages, 
fecms  to  have  foothed  us  into  a  notion  that  things  will  always  remain  in 
the  fame  condition  :  this  lulls  us  into  a  fecurity  with  regard  to  their  com¬ 
mercial  enterprizes,  and  is  the  occafion  of  our  reluctance  to  believe  any 
thing  to  their  advantage.  Can  there  be  a  greater  proof  of  the  rapidity 
with  which  a  manufacture  makes  its  progrefs,  when  encouraged  by  a 
powerful  prince  than  is  met  with  in  trance  ?  In  the  year  1700  there 
were  only  3000  pieces  of  cloths  made  in  languedoc,  but  in  1740,  the 
fame  province  manufactured  80,000  pieces.  It  is  very  clear  from  the 
great  progrefs  of  the  french,  that  although  great  Britain  abounds 
mofl;  in  materials,  fkill  and  induflry  can  bring  other  nations  to  rival,  and, 
in  fome  inflances,  even  to  excel  us  at  fome  markets. 

It  is  true,  that  the  long  and  befl  fort  of  wool  was  for  fome  time  full 
a  guinea  per  tod  of  29  lbs.  which  is  above  20  per  cent,  more  than  the 
common  price.  The  demand  for  our  woollen  manufactures  both  for 
ASIA  and  AMERICA,  as  well  as  in  the  feveral  markets  of  Europe,  has 
been  alfo  very  great  of  late  years,  and  probably  will  in  fome  meafure 
continue  the  fame;  however,  every  flow  mufl  naturally  have  its  ebb,  as 
the  fame  experience  evinces  We  ought  not  by  any  means  to  think  we 

*  In  1752,  coarfe  woollens  are  fallen  in  price  near  20  per  cent.  ' 
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are  in,  no  danger/  whilft  our  obfervation  proves  what  other  nations  arc 
able  to  perform.  If  our  very  fuccefs  argues  the  great  importance  of 
preferving  our  manufadiires,  it  is  deeply  incumbent  upon  us  to  keep 
the  manufa<ffurers  to  a  juft  ftandard :  in  this  the  intereft  of  gentlemen 
’  who  have  large  pafture  lands  is  intimately  concerned,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  trader,  anc}, indeed  of  the  whole  nation j  we  ought  therefore  to  be 
watchful,^  not  only  to  afford  thefe  manufactures  on  eafy  terms,  but  to 
improve  and*  adapt  them  to  every  tafte ;  and  upon  this  point,  next  to  the 
materials,  the'conteft  will  chiefly  reft.  The  peculiar  advantages  which 
fome  nations  enjoy,  can  hardly  ever  be  forfeited  without  their  own  faults : 
we  have  feen  the  complaint  of  the  levant  traders,  with  regard  to  their 
.cloth  >  the  fame  complaint  would  have  exifted  in  the  Caspian  trade, 
fhad  it  continued  j  and  it  cannot  be  intirely  from  the  connexion  there  is 
/  between  the  french  and  the  polanders,  that  the  latter  take  of  us  only 
coarfe  cloths ;  France  and  aix  la  chappel  annually  furnilh  them 
with  100,000  1.  value  in  cloth,  which  is  inferior  to  ours  in  fubftance 
and  duration,  but  its  foftnefs,  colour  and  lightnefs  give  it  a  preference  in 
their  efteem.  We  are  every  day  making  new  fabrics,  and  fhew  great 
art  and  fertility  of  invention  in  articles  of  lefs  moment.  No  nation  can 
make  fuch  excellent  cloth  as  this  5  why  we  do  not  employ  our  ikill  and 
j  induftry  to  accommodate  every  tafte,  and  to  come  in  for  a  fhare  at  every 
■  market,  whilft  our  natural  advantages  fecure  fome  to  us  intirely,  is  what 
{I  do  not  comprehend,  unlefs  we  are  glutted  with  riches. 

I  The  complaints  already  mentioned  prove  how  inconflderate  our 
I  clothiers  are,  who  from  a  prefumption  of  being  fure  of  a  demand  re¬ 
gard  only  the  prefent  moment  j  and  we  generally  find  the  quality  of  goods 
is  inferior,  in  proportion  as  the  demand  is  large:  the  confequence  is, 

!  that  when  the  demand  flackens,  the  manufacturer  cannot  be  eafily  brought 
I  back  to  his  proper  ftandard  of  work.  Another  matter  of  complaint  is, 
^  that  the  exceffes  to  which  our  common  people  are  addicted,  have  in- 
creafed  the  price  of  their  labour  beyond  the  due  proportion  of  the  value 
of  provifions,  fo  that  the  clothier  is  tempted  to  increafe  his  quantity  ra¬ 
ther  than  improve  the  quality  of  his  goods.  Thefe  evils,  though  difficult 

to 
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to  cure,  are  certainly  not  irremediable  j  but  the  attention  of  the  mer¬ 
chant,  in  cohjundtion  with  the  legiflature,  may,  in  a  great  meafure,  pre¬ 
vent  the  pernicious  confequences. 

As  the  world  grows  more  enlightened,  every  country  will  make  efforts 
to  be  independent:  the  confequence  mull:  be,  that  the  nation  whofe  lux¬ 
ury  at  home  raifes  the  value  of  all  its  productions  moft,  will  have  the  leaft 
foreign  trade;  and  if  at  the  fame  time  it  makes  a  great  confumption  of 
foreign  productions,  it  will  certainly  decline  into  poverty.  If  we  learnt 
the  art  of  parlimony  in  any  tolerable  degree,  we  fhould  fight  our  neigh¬ 
bours  with  a  two-edged  fword. 

It  may  be  juftly  confidered  as  one  argument  of  the  great  opulency  of 
this  nation,  that  many  artificers,  mechanics,  and  even'perfons  of  labo¬ 
rious  profefiions,  have  by  their  induflry  acquired  great  fortunes,  and  live 
in  fplendour;  this  is  hardly  to  be  found  in  any  other  nation.  France, 
wdiich  is  our  great  competitor,  can  hardly  produce  an  infiance  of  a  dyer, 
packer,  or  other  mechanic  employed  in  preparing  and  finifiiing  manu¬ 
factories,  who  are  arrived  to  fuch  a  condition  of  life.  The  luxury  in 
FRANCE  does  not  appear  to  have  yet  reached  to  near  the  height  as  it  is 
in  ENGLAND,  among  the  middling  or  laborious  orders  of  the  people;  and 
whilfi  they  can  procure  the  neceffary  parts  of  labour  much  cheaper  than 
w^e  do,  they  mufi  confequently  have  the  advantage  over  us.  But  it  is 
time  to  put  an  end  to  this  digreflion,  and  to  return  more  immediately  to 
the  TURKEY  trade. 

What  paffed  in  the  year  1718  is  a  convincing  proof  that  the  company 
fell  into  mifiakes,  through  an  impatient  defire  of  private  gain,  injurious 
to  the  national  interefi;  nor  is  it  fo  much  to  be  wondered  at  as  lamented; 
but  it  did  not  follow  that  the  trade  could,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be 
made  free  and  open.  On  the  contrary,  there  were  feveral  reafons  for  the  j 
decay 'of  the  turkey  trade,  foreign  to  the  exclufive  privileges  of  the  ; 
company:  among  many  others  which  they  afiigned,  was  that  of  the  ^ 
heavy  expence  with  which  it  was  loaded;  for  it  appeared  by  accounts  I 

[  See  vol.  I.  p.  54. 
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from  1733  to  1740,  that  the  fums  levied  on  the  levant  company  at 
CONSTANTINOPLE  were  no  lefs  than  -----  214,074  dollars 

At  SMYRNA,  for  the  fame  time  -----  -  57,628 

At  ALEPPO,  for  the  fame  time  ------  80,065 

Which,  including  extraordinary  prefents,  and  reckoning  tlie  dollars  at  3  s. 
comes  to  8000  1.  a  year,  which  is  about  4  per  cent,  upon  'their  exports, 
a  burthen  which  no  European  trade  at  this  time  can  bear,  and  what 
had  now  involved  the  company  in  a  heavy  debt. 

No  man  will  doubt  that  every  kingdom  is  rich,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  and  opulency  of  its  inhabitants  ^  is  it  not  then  the  intereft  of  the 
crown  of  great  Britain,  and  of  the  whole  nation  to  eafe  this  branch 
of  trade,  and  to  fupport  the  embalfador  in  turkey,  whofe  appointments 
are  about  half  the  fum  in  queftion  ?  and  would  it  not  be  for  the  dignity 
and  advantage  of  the  government,  that  the  embaffador  fhould  not  only 
appear  as  the  king’s  fervant,  but  have  a  fixt  falary  from  the  crown,  at 
a  court  where  regal  power  is  fo  much  refpedted  ?  Certainly  this  circum- 
ftance  is  worthy  of  more  attention  from  the  legiflature  than  yet  appears 
to  have  been  bellowed  upon  it.  Among  other  minuter  particulars  which  I 
have  heard  complained  of  there  is  this,  that  we  have  not  any  lazaret¬ 
to  at  STANLEY  creek,  fo  that  the  cargoes  are  deprived  of  many  conve¬ 
niences  in  quarantain  which  other  nations  enjoy. 


CHAR  XIL 

NeceJJity  of  regulations  in  turkey.  Companies  ejfential  to  fome  trades. 
T^he  great  be?iefts  of  the  oriental  trade.  ‘The  jews  refufed  admittance 
into  the  turkey  trade.  A  bill  propofed  for  regidating  the  levant 
trade. 

Monopolies,  or  exclulive  privileges,  are  generally  ungrateful  to  the 
people  of  a  free  llatej  it  was  therefore  natural  to  thofe  who  had 
not  any  pcrfonal  knowledge  abroad,  nor  experience  at  home,  relating  to 
the  commerce  of  Asia,  to  think  .that  a  total  freedom  in  the  turkey 
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trade  would  remove  the  evils  under  which  it  laboured:  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  CHRISTIAN  and  mohommedan  religions,  alfo  the  various  po¬ 
lities  and  cuftoms,  render  it  indifpenfably  neceffary  that  our  fadlors  in 
TURKEY,  fliould  be  under  fubordination  and  reftridions :  but  this  never 
could  be  the  cafe,  was  the  trade  open  as  that  of  Portugal  or  spain  : 
and  though  in  the  circumftances  of  this  declining  trade,  as  great  an  indul¬ 
gence  ought  to  have  been  fhewn  to  every  fubjed:,  as  the  nature  of  the 
thing  will  admit ;  yet  the  intereft  of  the  company  I  do  not  conceive  can 
be  preferved  without  an  incorporated  fociety,  who,  by  keeping  their  fac¬ 
tors  in  due  fubordination  abroad,  will  watch  over  the  honour  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  their  own  commercial  intereff. 


The  want  of  fuch  a  fociety  in  our  Caspian  trade,  produced  many 
fad  proofs  of  that  difcord  which  muft  threaten  the  fubverlion  of  every 
eflablifhment  of  this  nature.  The  Russia  merchants  are  but  nominally 
a  body  corporate,  compared  with  the  levant  traders,  and  however  good 
the  inclinations  of  the  former  might  be,  they  could  not  fupport  that  ceco- 
nomy  which  the  nature  of  their  circumftances  required.  This,  to  all 
appearance,  would  be  the  cafe  with  the  turkey  company,  was  their 
trade  left  intirely  open :  indeed  this  muff  ever  be  the  cafe,  in  proportion 
to  the  neceffity  there  is  of  fupporting  good  order  abroad,  as  well  as  at 
home. 


But  this  argument  receives  an  additional  force,  with  regard  to  countries 
where  our  military  ffrength  is  effential  to  the  fupport  of  our  commerce. 
We  have  feen  this  verified  lately  in  the  African  trade,  till  the  crown 
took  the  care  and  burthen  of  fupporting  the  fortifications  in  that  quarter 
of  the  world.  It  is  true,  fome  directors  of  companies  in  paff  times,  have 
played  fo  unfair  a  game,  as  will  probably  render  their  names  odious;  but 
this  makes  nothing  againff  the  general  notion  of  companies,  as  effential 
to  the  conduct  of  certain  trades,  more  than  the  evil  adminiftration  of  a 
miniffer  does  to  government  in  general.  There  are,  I  know,  feveral  per- 
fons  of  very  eminent  rank  and  authority  in  this  •  country,  who  have  con- 
trafted  an  invincible  prejudice  againff  trading  companies  ;  but  they  do 
not  feem  to  diffinguiffi  the  nature  and  circumffances  of  the  feveral  branches 
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of  trade,  to  which  different  kinds  of  occonomy  are  necefTary,  particular¬ 
ly  in  our  Asiatic  commerce. 

And  now  I  have  mentioned  this  fubjedl,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  oriental  trade  is  truly  the  miftrefs  and  fovereign  of  all  o- 
thers,  and  has  been  fo  for  many  ages.  The  portugueze  and  the 
DUTCH  laid  the  foundation  of  their  power  and  reputation  in  this  com¬ 
merce  :  with  regard  to  the  British  nation  it  ever  muft  be  of  the  highefl 
moment,  not  only  on  account  of  the  immediate  advantages  derived  from 
it,  but  alfo  to  check  the  growing  power  of  France  and  other  nations  iir 
regard  to  their  commercial  interefl  in  asia  :  it  can  be  no  diminution  of 
the  value  of  this  trade,  as  fome  imagine,  that  many  articles  imported^ 
from  thence,  ferve  only  to  promote  luxury;  for  uppn  the  fame  principle 
great  BRITAIN  may  rejedt  the  fruit  and  wine  of  Portugal  and  spain. 
with  the  fugar  and  tobacco  of  America  ;  and  this  would  carry  us  into, 
a  fpeculation  foreign  to  the  prefent  conftitution  of  the.  world,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  commerce  in  general. 

When  we  confider  the  great  numbers  of  hands  employed  as  mecha¬ 
nics  as  well  as  feamen,  this  trade  appears  to  be  an  object  of  the  higheft 
national  regard :  nor  is  it  any  folid  objection  to  the  oriental  trade,  that  it 
requires  the  exportation  of  a  great  quantity  of  filver  ;  for  the  wealth  of 
a  nation  is  not  to  be  computed  from  the  quantity  of  gold  and  filver  in  it;  ‘ 
OUR  riches  at  leaft  confifl  in  the  produce  of  the  country,  and  the  induftry 
of  the.  inhabitants  :  by  thefe  this  nation  is  become  great  and  powerful ; 
by  thefe  we  draw  filver  from  Mexico,  and  gold  from  brazil  in  fo  ample  . 
a  proportion;  and  even  from  east  India  we  have  fupplies  of  gold ;  fo 
that  in  this  courfe  of  circulation  what  detriment  is  it  if  we  fend  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  filver  to  ASIA  ?  We  are  to  confider  further  the  great  advantages 
of  exporting  our  woollen  manufadlures,  and  of  importing  from  thence 
raw  filk  and  raw  cotton,  which  furnifh  frefh  employment  to  our  people  : 
we  are  to  remember  the  ufeful  commodities  of  other  countries,  which 
we  receive  in  return  for  our  india  goods,  and  the  ballance  in  money: 
in  a  word,  it  may  be  aflerted,  that  the  advantages  are  too  apparent  to 
'need  any  enumeration. 
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As  to  the  LEVANT  trade,  I  can  eafily  comprehend  the  force  of  the  ar-- 
guments  which  the  turkey  company  ufed  upon  this  occafion,  with  re-- 
gard  to  the  danger  of  letting  in  all  forts  of  people,  and  confequently  of 
taking  off  fuch  falutary  reftridtions  as  experience  has  proved  to  be  necef- 
fary*  It  was  not,  I  prefume,  from  an  impatient  defire  of  power  tliat  the  - 
TURKEY  traders  rejeded  the  meafures  propofed  :  every  nation  trading  to 
TURKEY  makes  and  pradlices  rules  different  from  thofe  in  ufe  in  their 
commerce  with  Christians.  The  dutch  who  are  not  in  fo  good  a' 
condition  in  turkey  as  the  English,  haye,  among  others,  one  difliii- 
guiflied  regulation,  which  is,  that  no.fliip  of  lefs  burthen  than  300  tuns, 
and  mounting  24  guns,  fliall  go  to  turkey:  and  the  french,  whom  I 
have  already  mentioned,  fupport  the  utmofh*  uniformity  of  condudl  in  re¬ 
gard  to  this  trade,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  duty  which^  our  ‘ 
turkey  company  have  taxed  themfelves  with  at  prefent,  is  3  per  cent, 
on  goods  configned  to  their  own  fadlors,  and  5  per  cent,  if  configned  to  - 
the  fubjedts  of  the  grand  seignior  5  and  none  but  a  fubjedl  of  great 
BRITAIN,  and  free  of  the  company,  can  fend  any  goods  to  that  country 5 . 
but  that  freedom  may  now  be  eafily  procured.  The  English  fadlors  ^ 
have  hardly  been  known  to  make  any  difficulty  in  paying  this  duty,  and  - 
if  they » do,  the  remedy  is  by  diftraining. . 

The  power  of ■  determining  difputes  between  the  British  fubjedsini 
our  fadories  abroad,  is  generally  vefted  in  the  British  conful,  in  a  great¬ 
er  or  leffer  degree,  according  to  the  difference  of  places ;  but  this  feems 
to  be  founded  rather  in  the  confent  of  parties,  than  in  any  law  of  our 
conffitution,  fo  that  appeals  are  often  made  to  the  national  magiffrates ;  . 
whereas  in  turkey  all  differences  are  determined  within  ourfelves,  and  • 
and  generally  brought  to  a  fpeedy  decifion. 

It  is  a  good  maxim  in  commerce,  to  keep  it  as’ much  as  poffible  in  its 
courfe,  and  not  make  alterations  by  way  of  experiment ^  but  the  fickly 
ccondition  of  this  trade  demanded  a  more  falutary  regimen.  In  what  pro¬ 
portion  it  had  decaye:!  in  the  five  laff  years,  with  refped  to  raw  filk,  mo-  • 

f  - 

6  They  have  however  a  conful  at  SMYRNA  and  aleppo,  and  a  minifier  at  Constantinople, 
and,  if ’tliey  do  not  equal,  come  near  us  in  point  of  intereft  in  that  country. 


hair 
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C  ' 

hair  and  cloth,  the  following  is  an  extracft  from  the  cuflom-houfe,  which 
.was  publifhed  upon  this  occafion,  viz.  .  -  ■ 


)ilk  imported  from 

turkey  the 

Silk  im 

ported  from 

turkey  tl 

five  preceeding  years. 

lafi:  five  years. 

,lbs. 

lbs. 

'J734  —  — 

274,720t'2; 

1739' 

170,391 

1735  —  — 

106,401 

1740 

— * 

none 

1736.—  — 

227,976 

1741 

—  — • 

324.175 

1737  ~  — 

87.774 

1742 

—  — — 

24 

,1738  —  _ 

168,634 

1743 

138.3083 

865.505A 

632,877 

Mohair  yarn  imported  from  tur¬ 
key  the  five  proceeding  years. 

lbs.  ' 


1734 

1735 

1736 

1737 

1738 


97,327 

none 

236,722 

24j,i79 

216,806 


I 

Mohair  yarn  imported  from  tur- 


KEY  the  lafi:  five 

years. 

lbs. 

1739  —  — 

49,388 

1740  —  ^ 

none 

1741 

152,146 

1742  ■  —  — 

none 

1743  —  '  — 

208,699 

792,034 


410,233 


Cloth  exported  to  turkey  the 
five  preceeding  years.  ' 


long  cloths 

fhort  cloths 

^734 

4.766^ 

500 

J735 

18, 9  46  « 

3>i5o 

1736 

8,368 

1.485. 

1737 

11.463 

OJ 

00 

t-l 

1738 

2i,574f 

1,664 

65,1181 

8,981 

Cloth  exported  to  turkey  the 
-  lafi:  five  years. 


» 

long  cloths 

ftiort  cloths 

*739 

1,99^ 

660 

1740 

8,254 

•  1,6804 

1741 

3>9io 

583 

1742 

5.168 

2,222 

1743 

12,100 

1^750 

'  31^4231 

6,895-i 
A  review 

/ 
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A  review  of  this  account  could  not  but  alarm  the  commercial  parF  of 
the  nation,  and  induce  the  legiflature  to  take  it  ferioufly  into  their  con- 
fideration. 

The  JEWS  now  defired  to  be  admitted  into  a  thare  of  the  trade,  ahd 
the  demand  of  the  generality  of  the  people  was  for  an  open,  commence, 
or  a  limitation  of  the  charter  granted  to  the  turkey  company :  the 
JEWS  were  ftrongly  objeded  to,  particularly  by  thofe  members  of  the  com¬ 
pany  who  had  moft  experience  in  the  trade.  The  conlideration  of  difference 
in  religion  among  people  fubjed  to  one  common  government,  does  not 
feem  effential  in  commercial  affairs,  nor  is  it  regarded  much  in  our  Europe¬ 
an  trade ;  but  the  great  influence  they  are  fuppofed  to  have  in' asia,  crea-  ■ 
ted  an  infuperable  difficulty  to  their  admittance.'  It  feemed  natural  to  be-  - 
lieve,  that  by  admitting  no  other  jews  than  thofe  of  London,  and  plac¬ 
ing  thefe  under  the  fame  common  reflridions  as  other  fubjeds,  that  they/ 
would  employ  their  power  in  favour  of  this  nation,  under  whofe  go¬ 
vernment  they  are  happy.  It  appeared  however  on  this  occafion,  as  if 
they  were  doomed  to  be  excluded  on  account  of  their  religion,  at  leafl:  it 
feemed  a  hard  fuppofition,  that  European  jews  fhould  be  at  the  bottom  1 
of  all  fchemes  againfl;  European  trade  with  Asia,  as  was  then  alledged. 

It  was  further  objeded,  that  the  jews  in  Constantinople  would  pro- - 
mote  a  monopoly  of  the  turkey  commodities  with  the  jews  in  Eng¬ 
land,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other  fubjeds  of  this  nation,  and  that  the 
JEWISH  fadors  abroad  would  underwork  the  Christians  :  it  was  alfo  > 
urged,  that  the  influence  of  the  jews,  arifing  from  their  great  riches, 
would  have  too  great  a  weight  in  the  commercial  fcale.  But  was  not  this  an 
acknowledgment  that  they  were  bold  traders,  poffeffed  of  large  capitals, 
and  would  be  contented  with  fmall  profits  ?  if  it  was,  and  that  the  trade 
was  really  in  danger  of  being  loft  to  this  nation,  were  not  thefe  the  very 
people  who  bid  fairefl  to  rival  the  french?  There  was  yet  a  further  ^ 
objedion,  that  they  might  go'  to  market  to  Marseilles,  for  their  ' 
cloths,  and  only  bring  their  filk  here :  even  this  might  be  preferable 
to  the  lofs  of  the  trade,  for  all  commodities  which  we  manufadure 
at  home,  are  certainly  great  national  benefits ;  but  it  was  reafon- 

able 
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cable  to  imagine,  that  the  jews  under  the  protedtion  of  the  British 
crown,  might  be  reftrained  to  a  fubjedtion  to  British  laws-,  as  well  in 
commerce  as  in  civil  fociety  in  general. 

•It  was  however  allowed^  that  the  jews  who  rehde  in  turkey  arc, 
for  the  moft  part,  ;an  immoral  people,  and  have  by  a  kind  of  confede¬ 
racy  eftabliflied  an  exorbitant  brokerage  of  i  or  more  per  cent,  as  it  were 
by  inheritance;  and  this  reafon,  joined  to  others  oL the  like  nature,  in¬ 
duced  the  FRENCH  to'ftipitulate  with  the.  Turks,  that  they  might  not 
be  obliged  to  employ  jews.  The  debate^  which  at  this  time  ran  high, 
was  at  length  reduced  to  this  ilTue,  viz.  whether  the  liberty  of  trad¬ 
ing  to  TURKEY  iliould  be  granted  to  all  his  majefty’s  fubjedts,  or  to  all 
his  chriftian  fubjedls  only ;  and  whether  it  fhould  be  made  an  open  trade, 
or  continue  excluiive  under  the  reftridtions  the  legiflature  might  judge  ne- 
ceffaiy,  ■  Upon  this  occaiion  the  following  bill  for  enlarging  and  regulat¬ 
ing  the  trade  to  the  levant  feas  was  propofed  to  the  parliament. 

HEREAS  king  james  the  firfl  by  his  letters  patent,  bearing  date  the 
<<  V  V  fourteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  did  grant 
“  to  feveral  perfons  therein  named,  and  to  their  fons,  and  fuch  others  as  fhould 
“  then  after  be  admitted  or  made  free,  that  they  fliould  be  one  fellowfliip,  and 
“  one  body  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  governor  and  company  of 
“  merchants  of  England,  trading  into  the  levant  feas,  and  by  the  fame  name 
“  fliould  have  perpetual  fuccelTion  ;  and  did  direct,  that  all  perfons,  fubjedts  of 
this  realm,  being  mere  merchants,  which  then  were,  or  after  the  date  of  the  faid 
“  letters  patent,  fhould  happen  to  be  under  the  age  of  twenty-fix  years,  or  not  out 
“  of  his  or  their  apprencicefhips,  fliould  be  admitted  into  the  freedom  of  the  faid 
“  company,  if  he  or  they  fhould  demand  the  fame,  within  one  year  next  after 
“  he  or  they  fhould  attain  the  age  of  twenty-fix  years,  or  within  one  year  after  the 
-  “  end  of  his  or  their  apprenticefliips,  and  fliould  offer  and  pay  to  the  faid  governor 
“  and  company,  for  his  or  their  admittance,  the  fum  of  twenty -five  pounds;  and 
“  did  further  dired,  that  all  perfons,  fubjedts  of  this  realm  of  England,  being 
“  mere  merchants,  above  the  age  of  twenty-fix  years,  lliould  be  admitted  into 
the  freedom  of  the  faid  company,  upon  paying  a  fine  of  fifty  pounds ;  and  did 
“  alfo  diredf,  that  ail  and  every  the  fons  of  fuch  as  were  or  fliould  be  free  of  the 
“  faid  company,  and  alfo  all  their  apprentices  employed  in  that  trade,  for  the 
^ace  of  three  years  or  upwards,  within  the  limit  of  the  faid  letters  patent, 

“  fhould, 
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“  fhould,  after  the  end  of  their  apprenticefhips,  be  admitted  to  the  freedom  of 
“  the  faid  company,  on  payment  of  the  fum  of  twenty  fliillings  only ; 

“  And  whereas  king  Charles  the  fecond,  by  his  letters  patent,  bearing  date 
“  the  fecond  day  of  April,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign,  did  ratify  and  con- 
“  firm  the  fame  letters  patent  of  king  james  the  firft;  and  did  further  dired,  that 
“  no  perfon  refiding  within  twenty  miles  of  the  city  of  London  fhould  be  admit- 
“  ted  into  the  freedom  of  the  faid  company,  or  have  any  benefit  of  the  privileges 
“  thereof,  unlefs  he  be  made  free  of  the  faid  city. 

“  And  whereas  of  late  years  the  trade  into  the  levant  feas  has  very  much  de- 
“  creafed  •,  and  the  taking  of  lefs  fines  for  the  admiffion  of  perfons  into  the  free- 
“  dom  of  the  faid  company,  and  not  reftraining  the  freedom  thereof  to  mere 
“  merchants,  and  fuch  perfons  only  who  refide  within  twenty  miles  of  the  city 
“  of  LONDON,  as  are  free  of  the  faid  city,  and  the  allowing  perfons  admitted  into 
“  the  faid  company  to  trade  jointly  or  feparately,  and  to  export  all  forts  of  goods 
“  and  merchandize  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufadure  of  great  Britain, 
“  or  the  dominions  thereof,  or  the  east  indies  (not  prohibited  by  law  to  be  ex- 
“  ported)  to  any  port  cr  place  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  letters  patent,  from 
“  what  parts  ot  great  rritain,  and  at  what  time,  and  in  what  quantity,  and 
“  on  board  what  (hips  (navigated  according  to  law)  they  fhall  refpeflively  think 
“  proper  •,  and  alfo  to  import  in  the  like  manner,  from  any  port  or  place  within 
“  the  limits  of  the  faid  letters  patent,  raw  filk,  or  any  other  goods  or  cOmmodi- 
“  ties  purchafed  within  the  faid  limits  (not  prohibited  by  law  to  be  imported)  by 
“  barter,  with  woollen  or  other  manufadtures,  goods  or  commodities  exported 
“  from  GREAT  BRITAIN,  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  let- 
“  ters  patent,  gold  or  filver  in  coin  or  bullion  excepted,  or  with  the  produce  a- 
“  rifing  from  the  fales  of  fuch  manufaftures,  goods  or  commodities  fo  exported 
“  as  aforefaid,  are  the  moft  probable  means  to  recover  and  extend  the  faid  trade, 

for  the  benefit  of  this  nation : 


“  May  it  therefore  pleafe  your  moft  excellent  majefty,  that  it  may  be  enafled, 
“  that  from  and  after  the  24th  day  of  June  1744,  every  fubjedt  of  this  realm, 
“  defiring  ad  million  into  the  faid  company  of  merchants  of  England  trading  in- 
“  to  the  LEVANT  feas,  commonly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  the  turkey 
“  company,  on  requeft  in  that  behalf  to  be  made  to  the  governor  or  deputy  go* 
“  vernor,  ftiall  be  admitted  into  the' faid  company,  within  the  fpacc  of  twenty- 
“  eight  days  after  fuch  reqweft  (hall  be  made,  and  lhall  have,  ufe  and  enjoy,  all 
the  liberties,  privileges,  jurifdidions,  franchifes,  powers  and  authorities,  grant- 
VoL.  II.  I  “  ed 
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«  ed  to  the  faid  company  by  the  faid  letters  patent,  as  largely,  fully  and  amply, 

“  too  all  intents,  conftru£tions  and  purpofes,  as  any  other  member  of  the  laid 
“  company  could,  can,  or  may  have,  ufe  or  enjoy  the  fame,  by  virtue  of  the  faid 
“  letters  patent,  fuch  fubjeft  paying  for  fuch  his  admiflion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid 
“  company,  only  the  fum  of  twenty  pounds  and  no  more,  and  taking  the  ufual 
“  o'ath  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid  company,  or  being  of  the  people  called  qua- 
“  KERS,  the  affirmation. 

“  And  be  it  further  enafted,  that  from  and  after  the  faid  24th  day  of  June 
“  1 744,  the  fum  of  twenty  pounds  and  no  more,  ffiall  be  demanded,  taken  or 
“  accepted,  by  the  faid  company,  for  any  admiffion  to  the  freedom  thereof;  the 
“  faid  letters  patent,  or  any  ftatute,  law,  order,  conftitution  or  ordinance  of 
“  the  faid  company,  made  or  to  be  made  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife 
“  notwithftanding. 

“  And  be  it  further  enadled,  that  where  any  perfon  or  perfons  refiding  in  any 
“  out-port,  or  any  other  place  within  this  realm,  being  fubjefls  thereof,  ffiall 
“  make  requeft  to  be  admitted  into  the  faid  company,  by  his  agent  or  deputy, 
“  making  tender  of  twenty  pounds  for  his  admiffion,  the  governor  or  deputy 
“  governor,  ffiall,  within  twenty  days  after  fuch  requeft,  appoint  one  or  more 
“  perfon  or  perfons  to  admit  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  into  the  freedom  of  the  faid 
“  company;  and  to  adminifter  to  him  or  them  the  oath  to  be  taken  by  the  free- 
“  men  of  the  faid  company,  or  being  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  a  Ib- 
“  lemn  affirmation ;  which  oath  or  affirmation  he  or  they  are  hereby  impowered 
“  to  adminifter;  which  admiffion,  and  adminiftration  of  the  faid  oath  or  affirma- 
“  tion,  ffiall  be  as  good  and  effedlual,  as  if  the  fame  were  adlually  done  by  the 
“  faid  governor  or  deputy  governor. 

“  And  be  it  further  enafted,  that  if  any  perfon,  being  a  fubjedt  of  this  realm, 
“  ffiall,  by  himfelf  or  his  agent,  make  requeft  to  be  admitted  into  the  faid  com- 
“  pany,  and  ffiall  pay  or  tender,  or  caufe  to  be  paid  or  tendered,  the  fum  of 
“  twenty  pounds  for  his  admiffion,  as  direded  by  this  ad,  and  he  ffiall  be  refufed 
“  to  be  admitted  and  made  free  of  the  faid  company,  contrary  to  the  true  in- 
“  tent  and  meaning  of  this  ad ;  every  fuch  perfon  being  fo  refufed,  ffiall  be  from 
“  thenceforth  deemed  to  be,  and  ffiall  be,  free  of  the  faid  company,  and  a  mem- 
“  ber  thereof,  and  ffiall  enjoy  the  fame  liberties,  privileges,  jurifdidions,  Iran- 
“  chifes,  powers  and  authorities,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  any  other 
“  member  of  the  faid  company  doth  or  may  enjoy  any  thing  herein,  or  in  the 

“  faid  letters  patent  contained,  or  in  any  ftatute,  law,  order,  conftitution,  or  ordi- 

“  nance 
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“  nance  of  the  faid  company,  made  or  to  be  made,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in 
“  any  wife  notwithftanding. 

“  Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  contained  (hall  extend,  or  be  conftrii- 
“  ed  to  extend,  to  oblige  the  fons  of  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  are  or  lhall  be 
“  free  of  the  faid  company,  on  or  before  the  faid  24th  day  of  June  1744,  nor 
“  any  perfon  hr  perfons,  who  are,  or  fliall  be,  apprentices  to  any  merchant  or 
“  merchants  free  of  the  faid  company,  on  or  before  the  faid  24th  day  of  June 
“  1 744,  to  pay  any  greater  fum  for  his  or  their  admittance  into  the  freedom  of 
“  the  faid  company,  than  the  fum  of  twenty  fhillings. 

“  And  be  it  further  enafbed,  that  from  and  after  the  faid  24th  day  of  June 
“  1 744,  all  and  every  perfon  or  perfons  being  free,  or  to  be  made  free,  of  the  faid 
“  company,  may  and  lhall  feparately  or  jointly  export,  or  caufe  to  be  exported, 
“  out  of  GREAT  BRITAIN,  to  any  port  or  place  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  let- 
“  ters  patent,  in  any  British  or  plantation  built  fhips  navigated  according  to 
“  law,  at  any  time,  to  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  being  fubjefls  of  this 
“  realm  and  free  of  the  faid  company,  or  fons  or  apprentices  of  freemen  of  the 
“  faid  company,  fo  long  as  he  or  they  Ihall  continue  to  fubmit  to  and  remain 
“  under  the  proteflidn  and  diredlion  of  the  British  embaffador  and  confuls  re- 
“  fpectively  for  the  time  being,  and  fubject  to  the  by-laws  and  regulations  of 
“  the  faid  company,  and  from  any  port  or  place  in  great  Britain,  as  he  or 
“  they  (hall  think  proper,  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandizes  of  the  growth,  pro- 
“  duce  or  manufadlure  of  great  Britain,  or  the  dominio-ns  thereof,  or  the  east 
“  INDIES,  (not  prohibited  by  law  to  be  exported)  and  alfo  to  import  in  the  like 
“  manner,  from  any  port  or  place  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  letters  patent, 
“  from  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  being  fubjedls  of  this  realm  and  free  of 
“  the  faid  company,  or  fons  or  apprentices  of  freemen  of  the  faid  company,  fo 
“  long  as  he  or  they  Ihall  continue  to  fubmit  to,  and  remain  under  the  protec^i- 
■“  on  and  diredlion  of  the  British  embaffador  and  confuls  refpeflively  for  the 
“  time  being,  and  fubjeft  to  the  by-laws  and  regulations  of  the  faid  company,  raw 
“  filk,  or  any  goods  or  commodities  purchafed  within  the  faid  limits :  (not  pro- 
“  hibited  by  law  to  be  exported)  fuch  raw  filk,' goods  or  commodities,  being  pur- 
“  chafed  by  barter,  with  woollen  or  other  manufactures,  goods  or  commodities, 
“  exported  from  great  Britain  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  limits  of  the  faid 
“  letters  patent,  (gold  or  filver  in  coin  or  bullion  excepted)  or  with  the  produce 
“  arifing  from  the  fales  of  fuch  manufaftu res, 'goods  or  commodities  exported  as 
‘‘  aforefaid,  or  with  the  produce  arifing  from  the  freights  of  fuch  fliips,  or  from 

I  2  “  confulage, 
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“  confulage,  or  the  commiffion  for  faftorage  upon  manufactures,  goods  or  com- 
“  modities  which  have  been  or  fhall  be  exported  from,  and  imported  to  great 
“  BRITAIN,  and  not  otherwife,  upon  paying  and  fecuring  the  cuftoms  and  other 
“  duties  payable  for  the  fame,  to  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccelTors,  by  any  Jaw 
“  now  in  force  j  and  upon  paying  fuch  fum  or  fums  of  money  as  are  or  Jliall  from 
“  time  to  time  be  adjudged  requifite  and  convenient  for  the  common  profit  or  fuf- 
“  tentation,  or  the  necelTary  and  reafonable  (lipends,  and  other  charges  of  the  faid 
“  company,  and  are  or  fliall  be  afTeffed  on  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes,  to 
“  be  exported  or  imported  as  aforefaid,  or  upon  any  fhips  laden  with  the  fame,  by 
“  the  greater  part  of  any  general  court  of  the  faid  company  ;  any  flatute,  law,  or- 
“  der,  conftitution  or  ordinance  of  the  faid  company,  made  or  to  be  made  to  the 
“  contrary  thereof,  in  any  wife  notwithftanding. 

“  And  be  it  further  enaCted,  that  from  and  after  the  25th  day  of  March  174/r^ 
“  every  commander,  m after,  or  perfon  having  the  charge  of  any  fliip  or  veffel, 
“  on  board  of  which  any  raw  filk,  goods  or  commodities  purchafed  within  the 

limits  of  the  faid  letters  patent,  fhall  be  laden  or  fhipped  to  be  imported  into 
“  this  kingdom  of  great  Britain,  fhall  produce  and  deliver  to  the  collector  or 
“  comptroller,  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  cuftoms,  at  the  port  or  place  where 
“  fuch  fhips  fhall  be  unladen  at  the  time  of  making  his  report,  a  certificate  or 
“  manifeft  under  the  hand  and  feal  of  the  embaflador,  agent,  refident,  conful 
“  or  vice-conful  for  the  time  being,  redding  at  the  port  or  place,  where  fuch  raw 
“  filk,  goods  or  commodities  were  laden  or  fhipped,  teftifying  that  the  perfon 
“  or  perfons,  to  whom  fuch  certificate  or  manifeft  is  granted,  had  made  oath,  or, 
“  being  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  had  folemnly  affirmed  before  him, 
“  that  fuch  raw  filk,  goods  or  commodities,  were  truly  purchafed  by  barter  with 
“  woollen  goods  or  other  manufactures,  goods  or  commodities  which  had  been 
“  exported  from  great  Britain,  or  with  the  produce  arifing  from  the  fales  or 
“  commiffions  for  factorage  of  fuch  manufactures,  goods  or  commodities  ;  or 
“  from  confulage,  or  with  the  produce  arifing  from  the  freight  of  fuch  fhip  or 
“  veffel,  or  any  other  British  or  plantation-built  fhip  or  veffel,  which  had  been 
“  employed  in  the  faid  trade,  to  the  belt  of  his  or  their  knowledge  or  belief; 
“  which  oath  or  affirmation,  the  faid  embaflador,  agent,  refident,  conful  or  vice- 
“  conful  refpeCtively,  is  hereby  authorized  to  adminifler  ;  and  the  faid  comman- 
“  der,  mafter,  or  perfon  having  the  charge  of  any  fuch  fhip  or  veffel,  fhall  like- 
‘‘  wife  make  oath,  or,  if  he  be  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  folemnly  af- 
“  firm  before  the  faid  colleClor,  comptroller,  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  cuf- 
“  toms,  at  the  time  when  he  delivers  ffich  certificate  or  manifeft  as  aforefaid,  that 

“  fuch 
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“  fuch  raw  filk,  goods  or  commodities  were  truly  (hipped,  or  put  on  board,  at 
“  the  port  or  place,  as  in  the  faid  certificate  or  manifeft  is  mentioned. 

“  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  if  any  perfon  (hall  falfely  make  any  oath  or 
“  affirmation,  by  this  a6t  direfted  to  be  made,  and  (hall  thereof  be  legally  con« 
“  victed,  fuch  perfon  (hall  forfeit  the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds  of  lawful  mo- 
“  ney  of  great  Britain,  and  be  imprifoned  for  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  and  if 
“  any  perfon  fhall  forge  or  counterfeit  any  certificate  or  manifeft  by  this  adl  dire6l- 
“  ed,  or  fhall  publifh  fuch  certificate  or  manifeft,  knowing  the  fame  to  be  forged 
“  or  counterfeited,  and  be  legally  convifted  thereof,  fuch  perfon  fhall  forfeit  the 
“  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds  of  lawful  money  of  great  Britain,  and  be  im- 
“  prifoned  for  the  fpace  of  twelve  months,  and  if  any  commands,  mafter,  or 
“  perfon  having  the  charge  of  any  fuch  fhip  or  veffel  fhall  land,  or  fuffer  or  per^ 
“  mit  to  be  landed,  out  of  any  fuch  fhip  or  veffel,  in  any  port  or  place  in  great 
“  BRITAIN,  any  raw  filk,  goods  or  commodities  laden  or  fhipped  in  any  port'  or 
“place  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  letters  patent,  before  he  hath  delivered 
“  fuch  certificate  or  manifeft,  and  made  fuch  oath  or  folemn  affirmation  as  afore- 
“  faid,  fuch  commander,  mafter,  or  perfon,  being  legally  convided  thereof, 
“  fhall  forfeit  and  pay  treble  the  value  of  fuch  raw  filk,  goods  or  commodities, 
“  and  all  and  every  fuch  forfeiture  or  forfeitures  aforementioned,  fhall  be  fued 
“  for,  recovered  and  adjudged  in  any  of  his  majefty’s  courts  of  record  in  great 
“  BRITAIN,  with  full  cofts  of  fuit,  by  bill,  plaint,  information  or  adion,  where- 

in  no  privilege,  protedion,  wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance  fhall 
“  be  allowed,  and  one  third  part,  of  all  fuch  forfeiture  or  forfeitures  fo  recover- 
“  ed,  fhall  go  and  be  paid  to  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  one  other  third 
“  part  to  the  governor  and  company  of  merchants  of  England  trading  into  the 
“  LEVANT  feas,  and  the  other  third  part  to  him  or  them  who  fhall  inform  and 
“  fue  for  the  fame. 

“  Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  contained  fhall  extend,  or  be  conftru- 
“  ed  to  extend,  to  authorize  or  impower  any  perfon  or  perfons,  being  free  of 
“  the  faid  company,  to  vote  or  give  any  voice  or  fuffrage  in  the  eledion,  nomi- 
“  nation,  choice  or  appointment  of  any  officers  or  minifter  employed,  or  to  be 
“  employed  by  the  faid  company,  or  in  the  change  or  removal  of  them,  or  any 
“  of  them,  or  in  difpofing  of  the  company’s  monies,  unlefs  fuch  perfon  or  per- 
“  fons  hath  or  have  in  his  own  name,  and  for  his  own  account,  traded  in  the 

faid  company,  fo  far*  as  to  pay  forty  fhillings  at  the  leaft,  in  impofitions  to 

“  the 
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“  the  faid  company,  towards  the  public  charges,  within  one  year  then  next,  before 
“  liich  vote,  voice  or  fuffrage  is  to  be  given. 

“  And  be  it  further  enaded,  that  the  faid  governor  or  deputy-governor,  fhall, 
“  and  are  hereby  required  to  call  a  general  court  as  often  as  requeft  fhall  be 
“  made  to  the  faid  governor  or  deputy-governor,  in  that  behalf,  by  writing 
“  under  the  hands  of  any  feven  or  more  of  the  members  of  the  faid  company, 
“  within  ten  days  after  fuch  requeft  fhall  be  made,  as  aforefaid  •,  any  thing  in 
“  the  before-recited  letters  patent,  or  any  ftatute,  law,  order,  conftitution  or  or- 
“  dinance  of  the  faid  company,  to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  any  wife  notwith- 

{landing. ’* 

This  bill,  after  paffing  the  commons,  was  thrown  out  of  the  houfe  of 
lords  by  a  majority  of  three:  it  muft  be  obferved  however,  as  the  cafe 
•ftands,  the  trade  does  not  feem  to  fuffer  any  inconvenience  from  the  ex- 
clufive  privilege  of  the  turkey  company,  as  admittance  is  given  for  20  I. 
but  it  does  appear  even  at  this  time  \  that  to  one  fhip  which  we  have 
in  the  turkey  trade,  the  french  have  ten;  and  unlefs  we  fhould  have 
a  fuccefsful  naval  war,  we  fhall  hardly  be  able  to  exceed  even  this  pro¬ 
portion  ;  it  may  be  well  if  we  do  not  yet  loofe  ground. 


CHAP.  Xlll. 

Frejh  difficulties  with  relation  to  the  Caspian  trade,  ^he  merchants  pe~ 
tition  his  majejiy,  Fhe  king's  letter  to  shah  nadir  upon  this  occajion, 
Fhe  shah’s  decree  in  relation  to  john  elton. 

TO  return  to  what  concerns  the  Caspian  trade,  it  feemed  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  induce  Mr,  elton  to  leave  Persia;  on  the  contrary  he 
continued  to  puffue  his  defign.  He  had  furmounted  fo  many  difficulties, 
that  it  was  hard  to  fay  whether  he  was  a  greater  objedt  of  hatred  or 
admiration  to  the  Russians;  but  certain  it  is  he  compleated  one  vefTel 
intended  to  mount  20  three- pounders,  which  is  of  greater  force  than  the 
Russians  ever  navigated  on  the  Caspian  :  this  being  a  royal  fhip,  the 
perfon  who  had  the  charge  of  her  thought  proper  to  require  naval  ho¬ 
nours  of  the  Russian  merchant  fliips  on  the  Persian  coaft;  feveral  o- 
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ther  complaints  were  fent  to  court,  fome  falfe,  and  others  of  a  trifling 
nature;  the  great  objedl  was  the  Persian  Ihip'dready  afloat,  and  the  o- 
ther  veflels  on  the  ftocks,  which  they  apprehended  might  foon  be  equip-r 
ped.  The  cloud  which  had  hung  over  us  for  fome  time,  now  grew 
darker ;  but  our  vexation  did  not  arife  only  from  the  difgufl:  of  the  rus- 
siANS,  for  the  prohibition  of  correfpondency  with  Mr.  elton,  occafl- 
oned  his  arrefting  a  large  quantity  of  goods  brought  by  the  new  fadtors, 
meflieurs  preston  and  Thompson,  on  a  claim  of  commiflion  due  on. 
them.  This  caufed  an  alarm  among  the  merchants  in  London,  who  im¬ 
mediately  applied  to  the  king  :  his  majefty,  with  his  wonted  humanity  and 
tendernefs,  fhewed  a  particular  readinefs  to  oblige  the  Russia  company,, 
by  writing  to  nadir  shah  about  the  beginning  of  1746.  The  king’s 
letter  was  as  follows ; 


George  the  second,  by  the  grace  of  almighty  God  creator  of 
heaven  and  earth,  king  of  great  Britain,  France  and  ire- 
“  land,  the  moft  invincible  and  mofl:  mighty  defender  of  the  chrif-- 
“  tian  faith,  &c.  The  mofl:  high  exalted  prince  in  ample  honour  and 
“  dignity  fends  kind  falutations,  with  wifhes  of  health  and  true  hap-- 
pinefs. 
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“  Mofl:  noble  and  mofl:  mighty  prince, 

TH  E  governor  and  company  of  our  royal  merchants  trading  to  ■ 
RUSSIA,  and  through  Russia  to  Persia,  having  reprefented  to  - 
us  that  JOHN  ELTON,  whom  we  recommended  to  your  ferenity  by  our 
royal  letter  of  the  7th  of  February  in  the  year  of  our  lord  1743-4,. 
had  by  hIs  management  almofl:  ruined  the  trade  of  our  fubjedls  to  your 
ferenity ’s  dominions,  though  it  is  of  great  advantage  to  our  refpedllve 
kingdoms,  and  that  there  was  remaining  a  conflderable  ballance  due 
to  our  merchants ;  and  the  company  having  determined  not  to  employ 
JOHN  ELTON  in  their  fervice,  have  befought  us  to  recommend  to  your 
protection  their  new  faCtors,  martin  kyck  van  mierop,  charles 

GEORGE  PRESTON,  CHARLES  THOMPSON,  and  RICHARD  WILDER,  aS 
our  favoured  fubjeCls  and  merchants ;  and  alfo  that  your  ferenity  would 
command  that  john  elton  do  immediately  fettle  and  adjufl:  with  the 

“  faid 
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“  fald  fadors  the  accounts  and  demands  depending,  by  paying  the  bal- 
“  lance,  and  delivering  to  them  fuch  goods  as  remain  in  his  hands  be- 
longing  to  our  company  of  merchants'  not  difpofed  of.  We  have 
thought  fit  to  acquaint  your  ferenity  therewith,  and  defire  that  you 
will  favour  our  merchants  with  your  royal  countenance  and  protedioUj 
“  not  doubting  but  that  your  ferenity  will,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  our 
“  royal  letter,  caufe  juftice  to  be  done  to  our  company  and  merchants, 
“  by  ordering  john  elton  to  fettle  the  accounts  depending  between  our 
“  merchants  and  him  ;  to  pay  the  ballance  that  fhall  appear  to  be  due 
to  the  new  fadors  hereby  recommended  to  your  ferenity,  and  to  deli- 
“  ver  to  them  fuch  goods  belonging  to  the  company’s  trading  members 
“as  may  remain  in  his  hands. 

“  As  jufiice  is  the  glory  of  princes,  we  can  make  no  doubt  of  your 
“  ferenity’s  ready  compliance  with  this  our  requeft,  fince  the  trade  car- 
“  rying  on  by  our  fubjeds  in  Persia  tends  fo  highly  to  the  advantage 
“  of  both  nations,  and  requires  particular  marks  of  your  favour  and  fup  - 
“  port.  We  hope  that  as  our  merchants  are  ftrangers  in  your  empire, 
“  and  place  their  entire  dependance  in  your  royal  favour  and  protedion, 
“  your  ferenity  will  hear  them  favourably,  and  redrefs  any  grievances 
“  they  may  now  reprefent,  or  may  at  any  time  hereafter  have  jufi:  caufe 
“  to  lay  before  you.  We  cannot  conclude  without  congratulating  your 
ferenity  upon  the  glorious  fuccefs  of  your  invincible  arms,  and  repeat- 
ing  our  wifhes  of  health  and  true  happinefs  to  your  fenerity  and  your 
royal  family.  Given  at  our  court  at  St.  james’s.” 

Mr.  ELTON  had  in  the  interim  petitioned  as  complainant,  and  obtained 
the  following  decree  from  nadir  shah. 

“  T  N  the  name  of  the  exalted  God;  it  is  the  imperial  command,  that 
JL  the  magnificent  achmed  beg,  kurysaul  bashi  of  our  high 
court,  the  noble  myrza  mahommed  zekie,  and  alfo  the  great  ma- 
HOMMED  KHAN  BEG,  who  by  the  fovcrcign  favour  is  governor  of 
GHiLAN,  do  KNOW,  that  GEMAL  BEG  has  by  a  petition  reprefented, 
that  according  to  a  contrad  he  has  made  with  certain  of  his  partners, 

“  who 
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“  who  are  now  in  England,  whatever  goods  or  merchandize  they  might 
“  at  any  time  fend  from  England,  upon  their  arrival  in  ghilan  they 
“  fhould  be  opened  in  his  prefence,  and  9  per  cent,  on  their  value  fhould 
“  be  paid  to  him  :  and  whereas  the  officers  of  the  Russian  flate  have  pro- 
“  hibited  the  merchandize  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  the  9  per  cent. 

“  to  be  paidj  he  requeffs  that  the  people  belonging  to  his  partners  lately 
“  arrived  in  ghilan  fhould  without  pro  or  con  pay  to  him  this  proportion. 

“  But  whereas  thefe  people  who  have  brought  goods  and  merchandize 
“  hither,  are  ffrangers,  and  are  come  to  this  country  on  account  of  trade, 

“  and  the  proprietors  not  being  prefent,  we  cannot  abfolutely  determine 
‘‘  this  matter;  therefore  our  royal  decree  is,  that  you  fummon  gemal 
«  BEG  and  his  partners,  and  hear  and  fettle  their  affairs  according  to  law 
“  and  juflice:  let  no  hurt  be  done  to  him,  nor  at  the  fame  time  any  me- 
“  thod  taken  that  may  be  injurious  to  the  perfons  fent  by  the  faid  mer- 
“  chants.  Know  this  to  be  our  pleafure,  and  conform  thereto.  Dated 
“  the  laff  day  of  the  month  sheual  in  the  year  1 158.” 

It  appeared  from  hence  that  el  ton  had  advanced  the  moff  palpable 
and  abfurd  falfities,  in  affurance  of  fuccefs,  founded  in  his  interefl  with, 
the  SHAH  :  his  judges  alfo  had  no  abilities  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
cafe,  nor  hone  fly  enough  to  determine  according  to  equity.  After  ma¬ 
ny  circumffances  too  tedious  to  enumerate,  the  decree  produced  the  de* 
livery  of  the  42  bales  of  goods  which  el  ton  had  arrefled.  As  for  the 
accounts  of  former  tranfadions  and  effeds,  he  adjudged  them  as  he  pleaf- 
ed,  and  did  much  lefs  injuffice  than  he  might  have  done;  for  he  made' 
returns  in  part  to  thofe  to  whom  he  was  moff  deeply  indebted. 


VoL.  II. 
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CHAP. 


CHAP.  XIV, 

RUSSIAN  court  prohibits  the  British  Caspian  trade,  The  decree  of 
the  emprefs  oj  Russia  ofi  this  occafon.  The  authors  remarks  on  the 
letters  of  the  Russian  conful,  on  which  the  decree  was  founded, 

The  fcene  now  began  to  clofe :  the  Russian  miniftry  being  per- 
fuaded  that  Mr.  elton’s  condudl  was  of  a  dangerous  tendency, 
the  empress  publifhed  a  decree  in  November  1746,  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  tranflation. 

The  decree  of  the  emprefs  of  Russia,  interdidling  the  British  trade 

over  the  Caspian  fea. 

«  ^T^HE  embalTador  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  redding  here  on 
“  i  the  part  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  great  Britain,  cannot  be 
“  ignorant  in  what  manner  the  empire  of  Russia  has  endeavoured  to  cul- 
“  tivate  and  augment  the  friendfhip  long  fublifting  with  his  majefty, 
‘‘  particularly  by  the  treaty  of  commerce  concluded  between  the  two 
“  crowns  in  the  year  1734,  which  was  renewed  in  the  year  1742,  at  the 
conclulion  of  the  happy  alliance.  Her  imperial  majefty  was  defir 0 us 
“  to  {hew  her  good-will,  by  granting  not  only  a  free  commerce  to  the 
“  BRITISH  merchants  with  her  fubjedls  over  the  whole  empire  without 
any  obftrudlion,  but  alfo  through  her  dominions  into  Persia,  which 
‘‘  till  then  had  never  been  granted.  As  a  proof  of  her  imperial  majefly’s 
affedtion  to  the  British  nation,  in  exclufion  of  all  others,  the  duties 
“  were  mitigated,  and  many  other  privileges  and  immunities  were  agreed 
“  to,  that  the  trade  to  Persia  might  be  the  more  eafily  conducted.  It 
“  is  not  necefiary  to  mention  the  advantages  granted  to  the  merchants 
“  concerned  in  that  trade,  the  treaty  of  commerce  fufficiently  fliows 
“  them. 

“  Thefe  privileges  have  been  fince  augmented,  for,  at  the  requefi:  of 
“  the  BRITISH  merchants,  a  permififion  was  given  them  to  have  their 
‘‘  own  fliips  on  the  Caspian  fea,  though  this  is  not  mentioned  in  the 
“  treaty:  but  thefe  indulgences  have  given  room  to  entertain  fome  ill-de- 
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figning  perfons  on  the  Persian  coaft,  who  have  fliown  themfelves 
‘‘  difafFedted  to  the  empire,  and  have  openly  a6led  againft>the  intereft  of  it. 
‘‘  The  perfon  who  has  given  occahon  to  this  unexcepted  proceeding,  is 
‘‘  the  well-known  el  ton,  who  formerly  was  in  this  fervice  as  captain 
in  the  Orenburg  expedition  ^  and  after  his  difmiffion  from  it,  when 
‘‘  the  BRITISH  merchants  began  to  navigate  the  Caspian  in  their  own 
flips,  he  was  engaged  by  thofe  merchants,  and  fent  with  their  fhips 
“  to  PERSIA,  where  he  was  appointed  their  agent.  The  firft  Rep 
“  which  ELTON  took  w'as  detrimental  to  the  Russian  conful  and  mer- 
‘‘  chants,  for  inftead  of  an  amicable  intercourfe  with  them,  he  fomented 
“  animofities.  Secondly,  he  treated  with  great  inhumanity  the  Russian 
‘‘  mariners  who  were^hired  on  board  the  English  flips,  and  refufed  to 
“  pay  them  the  full  wages  he  had  agreed  for.  'Thirdly,  he  carried  withi 
“  him  contraband  goods* and  materials  in  the  faid  flips,  from  astra- 
‘‘  CHAN.  Fourthly,  and  what  is  the  worft  of  all,  he  gave  himfelf  into 
“  PERSIAN  protedtion,  engaged  in  that  fervice,  infnuated  feveral  projedls 
“  to  the  PERSIANS,  and  introduced  fome  arts  hitherto  not  known  a- 
“  mongf;  them,  to  the  great  detriment  of  this  empire. 

’  “  His  excellency  the  embaflador  may  thus  plainly  fee  how  Russia  has 

“  bee'n  rewarded  for  her  indulgence  granted  to  the  British  nation  by 
‘‘  fuch  an  advantageous  treaty.  Notwithfanding  all  thefe  circumf  ances, 
“  the  greatef  moderation  has  been  ufed  on  her  part,  in  hopes  that  mat- 
“  ters  would  be  redtified.  To  this  end,  in  the  year  1743,  the  minifter 
“  and  plenipotentiary  Mr.  wych,  then  refiding  here,  was  acquainted  with 
“  elton’s  conduct  j  the  Russian  minifter  at  London,  knez  shebba- 
“  tove,  was  alfo  informed  of  the  fame,  and  his  inftrudions  concerning 
“  them  were  often  repeated :  he  reprefented  thefe  complaints  againft  el- 
ton' in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  inffting  that  he  fiould  not  only  be  re- 
“  called  from  Persia,  but  obliged  to  make  fatisfadion  for  the  excefes 
“  he  had  committed  :  moreover,  that  this  trade  to  Persia  could  not  be 
‘‘  underftood  to  exift,  but  as  it  might  be  carried  on  agreeably  to  the  regu- 
“  lations  made  here  concerning  it,  and  without  prejudicing  the.fubjeds 
“  of  this  empire :  for  as  the  trade  was  allowed  out  of  mere  good-will  to 
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‘‘  the  ENGLISH,  and  fo  many  valuable  privileges  granted  to  their  mer- 
“  chants,  it  is  not  natural  that  it  (liould  be  fuffered,  contrary  to  the  in- 
“  tereft  of  the  empire. 

Russia  at  length  fees  herfelf  obliged  to  guard  againft  fuch  injurious 
«  pradices,  by  taking  fuch  meafures  as  are  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the 
“  prefervation  of  her  intereft.  In  confequence  of  the  many  repeated 
complaints  made  on  this  head  by  the  Russian  minifter  at  London  ; 
“  lord  TYRAWLEY,  the  embaffador  then  refiding  here,  gave  in  anfwer  to 
“  this  miniftry,  a  memorial  dated  the  4th  December  1744,  fetting  forth, 
‘‘  that  his  majefty  had  ordered  the  merchants  of  the  English  company 
“  trading  to  Persia,  not  to  confign  any  more  of  their  goods  to  el  ton, 
“  and  to  forbid  his  being  any  ways  concerned  in  that  company:  alfo  that 
the  merchants  of  their  own  accord  would  allow  el  ton  a  penfion  of 
“  20Q0  rubles  per  annum  during  life,  on  condition  of  his  returning  from 
“  PERSIA  to  ENGLAND,  and  that  the  king,  upon  elton’s  arrival  in 
“  ENGLAND,  would  grant  him  a  poft  in  the  navy;  concluding  with  a 
“  requeft  for  a  fufficient  palTport  for  him  to  travel  through  Russia  into 
“  ENGLAND:  the  faid  paffport  was^granted,  and  delivered  to  the  embaf- 
“  fador  at  mosco,  and  immediately  fent  into  Persia,  together  with  let- 
“  ters  from  the  English  company  to  elton, 'and  they  were  fafely  de- 
“  livered  to  him  by  the  Russian  conful  in  Persia.  But  all  this  had  no 
“  effed  j  on  the  contrary,  advices  are  li nee  arrived  from  Persia,  both 
from  the  Russian  refident  and  the  conful  in  that  country,  that  el  ton 
was  not  only  unwilling  to  go  from  thence,  but  had  evaded  lord  t  yr  aw- 
“  ley’s  order,  alledging  that  this  order  was  given  out  at  the  fame  time 
as  the  king  of  great  Britain  fent  his  recommendatory  letter  to  the 
“  PERSIAN  SHAH,  relating  to  the  English  merchants  trading  in  that 
“  country  j  and  that  he  had  the  shah’s  orders  to  take  all  English  mer- 
chants  and  fadors  under  his  protedion. 

“  If  this  be  fad,  it  has  certainly  encouraged  el  ton  to  prolong  his  a- 
“  bode  in  Persia  j  to  pulb  on  the  projeds  he  has  brought  on  the  car- 
“  pet  j  and  to  carry  them  into  execution,  to  the  great  lofs  and  detriment  of 
“  this  empire.  The  Russian  fubjeds  re/iding  in  that  country  alfo  com- 

“  plain 
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“  plain  that  blair,  brown,  and  other  Englishmen  who  have  left  that 
“  country,  have  been  concerned  in  thefe  projedls:  and  laftly,  that  pres- 
TON  and  others,  who  ftill  remain  there,  have  been  inilru mental  to  the 
“  fame  end.  And  thefe  proceedings  are  flill  carried  on  with  the  fame  ill 
“  temper,  of  which  the  conful,  general  wolff,  was  acquainted  in  1745; 
but  lince  that  time  many  more  exorbitances  have  been  committed, 
which  can  be  clearly  proved. 

Not  to  mention  the  diforder  and  damage  which  el  ton.  In  con- 
“jundion  with  the  Persians,  has  created  to  the  Russian  merchants  j- 
his  injurious  defigns  have  fucceeded  in  part,  and  he  is  indefatigable  in 
“  projecting  new  ones.  To  connive  at  thefe  proceedings  any  longer,-  wilL 
“  be  of  very  dangerous  confequence. 

All  thefe  vexations  and-inconveniencies  arlfe  from  .the  trade  this  em- 
pire  has  permitted  the  British  nation  to  carry  on,  and  which  never.’ 
“  was  granted  to  any  nation  before;  and  things  being  now  come  to  this’ 
“  extremity,  our  patience  and  moderation  can  hold  out  no  longer.  No- 
“  body  can  in  juflice  blame  us  to  look  back' at  the  many  complaints  made  • 
“  to  his  BRITANNIC  majcfly’s  court  at  London,  and  the  hopes  we  en- 
“  tertained  that  proper  meafures  would-be  taken  to  redrefs  the  grievances  ■ 
“  complained  of :  but  it  is  now  plain,  that  no  other  remedy  is  left  than 
“  that  RUSSIA  fhall  immediately  put  a  flop  to  the  trade:  her  imperial 
“  majefly’s  intereft,  and  the  fecurity  of  her  empire  obliges  her  to  lay  hold 
“  of  the  flrongeft,  readied,  and  mod  edeCtual  method  for  this  purpofe. 

“  In  condderation  however  of  the  great  frienddiip  which  her  imperial 
“  majedy  has  always  entertained  for  his  majedy  the  king  of  great  bri- 
“  TAIN,  die  widies  ducerely  to  maintain  the  treaty  of  commerce  con- 
“  eluded  with  his  majedy,  in  its  whole  extent,  facred  and  inviolable, 
“  witliout  any  alteration  or  abridgment,  and  to  fulfil  it  in  every  refpeCt 
‘‘  tojhe  end  of  the  term  dipulated;  but  there  is  now  an  abfolute  necefli- 
“  ty,  not  only  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  trade  permitted  to  the  eng- 
“‘lish  nation  to  Persia,  but  to  break  it  off  intirely. 


“  There^ 
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‘‘  Therefore,  in  confequence  of  her  imperial  majefly’s  gracious  order, 
“  the  fame  is  made  known  to  all  thofe  whom  it  may  concern,  and  by 
“  thefe  prefents  to  his  excellency  lord  hindford,  the  embalTador  extra- 
ordinary,  to  the  end  that  he  may  be  pleafed  to  acquaint  his  court 
“  therewith ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to  affure  his  majeily  in  the  Rrongeft 
•“  manner,  that  her  imperial  majefty  has  been  obliged  to  take  this  refo- 
"  lution  againft  her  inclination  :  in  all  other  cafes  her  imperial  majefty 
will  ever  give  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  her  frienddiip  to  the  king  and 
nation  of  great  Britain  ;  and  will  endeavour  by  every  means  to  in- 
‘‘  creafe  it.  And  to  prevent  all  obflruftions  to  the  fincere  intentions  which 
her  imperial  majefty  has  of  maintaining  a  flridt  frienddiip  and  harmo- 
ny  between  the  two  courts  and  nations  j  it  is  now  become  neceffary 
‘‘  to  put  a  flop  to  the  evil  pradtices  of  elton  and  his  confederates,  the 
other  fubjedts  of  great  Britain,  now  in  Persia. 

‘‘  Her  imperial  majefliy  is  fo  far  convinced  of  the  friendfhip  of  the  king 
of  great  BRITAIN,  that  die  expeds  his  majefty  will  neither  approve 
“  nor  fuffer  thofe  people  to  remain  in  Persia,  but  order,  in  the  flridefl 
“  manner,  that  elton,  together  with  the  English  fubjeds  there  with 
“  him,  fliall  without  fail,  as  foon  as  pofhble,  remove  from  thence  and 
“  return  to  England.  May  it  alfo  pleafe  the  embalTador  to  acquaint 
the  ENGLISH  merchants  and  members  of  the  company  trading  to  per- 
“  siA,  and  redding  in  St.  Petersburg,  and  in  due  time  alfo  thofe  at- 
“  astrachan,  that  they  fhall  not  only  forbear  fending  any  more  goods 
“  to  PERSIA,  but  ufe  all  their  endeavours  to  fettle  and  liquidate  their  ac- 
“  counts  with  the  fubjeds  of  Persia,  and  make  the  neceffary  prepara- 
‘‘  tions  to  withdraw  their  effeds  and  fervants  without  delay. 

St.  PETERSBURG,  November  1746,  figned 

G.  A,  bestucheff  rumin. 

C.  NICH.  W'ORONZOFF.”_ 

It  was  in  vain  for  the'  merchants  to  complain  of  this  edid,  but  in  a 
national  way  it  became  the  duty  of  the  British  minifter  to  remonflrate 
-againft  the  violation  of  the  treaty  of  commerce.  My  lord  hindford, 
his  majefty ’s  embaftador,  knowing  that  I  had  been  in  Persia,  defired  me 
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to  give  in  writing  what  I  had  to  fay  in  regard  to  the  vindication  of  the 
BRITISH  fubjeds.  I  complied  the  more  readily  with  my  lord’s  requeft, 
from  the  perfonal  knowledge  I  had  of  the  Russian  conful,  on  whofe  let¬ 
ters  great  part  of  the  complaints  mentioned  in  this  decree  were  founded. 
The  reader  will  judge  of  the  conduct  and  genius  of  this  man,  who  from 
a  common  fecretary  and  interpreter,  did  not  content  himfelf  with  lefs 
than  ten  led  horfes  to  make  his  public  entrance  into  reshd,  as  the  em¬ 
press’s  conful.  He  was  born  at  Constantinople,  and  had  contradled 
an  inclination  to  the  cudoms  of  asia;  finding  our  trade  ungrateful  tO' 
his  court,  and  unprofitable  to  himfelf,  he  over-adted  his  part,  and  was- 
impatient  till  he  had  feen  an  end  of  it,  which  ferved  to  inflame  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  court.  He  did  not  flop  there,  for  his  condudl  expofed 
him  to  the  complaints  and  refentments  of  the  Russian  merchants  alfo, , 
'  who,  in  lefs  than  two  years  afterwards,  obtained  his  recal  and  difgrace.’ 

By  the  following  articles  of  defence  it  will  be  eafy  to  judge  of  the  na-.- 
ture  of  thefe  complaints,  which  are  mentioned  in  the  decree  in  more  ge¬ 
neral  terms. 

St.  PETERSBURG,  November  1746. 

Remarks  on  feveral  letters  wrote  in  1744,  17455  and  1746,  by  the  rus-- 

SIAN  conful  to  his  court. 

I.  I  obferve  that  the  conful  has  a  mofl:  extraordinary  way  of  exagge¬ 
rating  ;  for  it  feems  abfurd  that  Mr.  el  ton  fliould  attempt  to  hide  what 
all  the  world  might  fee,  or  to  fuppofe  the  carpenters  and  feamen  were 
his  privy  counfellors  in  fecr.et  affairs. 

II.  Whether  Mr.  el  ton  is  puflied  on  by  his  ambition  or  not,  he 
may  by  his  natural  induflry  in  a  country  where  no  pleafures  can  take  off. 
his  attention,  make  fome  improvements. 

III.  ’Tis  no  unufual  thing  for  the  shah  to  flatter  a  man  one  day,  and 
put  him  to  death  the  next.  I  believe  that  nadir’s  decrees.  In  relation  to  • 
his  marine,  promife  el  ton  to  protedt  him  againfl;  his  enemies;  but  I  do 
not  fee  that  any  conclufion  can  be  drawn  from  thence  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  RUSSIAN  Rate, 


IV. 
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IV.  ’Tis  poffible  Russia  in  time  may  fuffer  damage,  if  the  Persi¬ 
ans  build  any  fliips;  but  I  much  doubt  if  fuch  fhips  can  or  will  long 
exift:  if  elton  had  gone  into  ghilan  by  way  of  Cameroon  or  tur¬ 
key,  or  found  his  way  through  Russia,  with  a  defign  of  building  Ihips, 
and  without  any  employment  from  the  English  merchants,  could  the 
ENGLISH  trade  in  fuch  cafe  be  made  accountable  for  the  condudt  of  a  pri¬ 
vate  man,  who  ads  thus  in  a  circumftance  foreign  to  trade  ? 

V.  Notwdth {landing  the  reports  of  the  conful,  I  am  morally  certain, 
that  the  English  merchants  and  fadors  in  general,  or  brown  and  Pres¬ 
ton  in  particular,  are  not  concerned  in  fupporting  elton,  nor  have 
any  intereft  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  fchemes. 

VI.  'Tis  not  to  be  imagined  that  elton  builds  fldps  for  fhew  only- 
their  being  employed  in  carrying  provilions  in  the  manner  which  the  con¬ 
ful  mentions,  ought  not  to  be  imputed  to  refentment,  but  coniidered  as 
a  natural  confequence  of  their  being  built. 

VII.  In  the  fummer  1745,  Mr.  james  brown  carried  with  him  to 
the  PERSIAN  camp,  the  king’s  letter  to  nadir  shah,  dated  February  2, 
1744,  dehring  that  juilice  might  be  done  to  his  fubjedsj  in  confequence 
whereof,  after  great  folicitation,  Mr.  brown  obtained  a  decree  for  the 
payment  of  the  money  due  to  him  from  the  provinces  and  governor 
in  GHILAN  j  but  nothing  is  more  falfe  and  abfurd,  than  that  Mr.  brown 
defired  on  that  occafion  to  put  himfelf  under  el  ton’s  protedion.  ’Tis 
notorious,  by  volumes  of  correfpondence,  that  Mr.  brown  always  avoid¬ 
ed  all  fort  of  connexion  with  elton ;  nor  in  matters  of  trade  had  el¬ 
ton  any  fort  of  authority  or  preference  which  might  create  a  dependance. 
As  to  Mr.  brown’s  being  ready  to  die  in  defence  of  el  ton’s  honour, 
I  do  not  fuppofe  the  conful  is  ferious  3  nor  can  I  comprehend  what  he 
means  by  power  given  to  elton  over  the  other  fadors.  But  the  con- 
ful’s  aifertions  are  agreeable  to  that  condud  which  he  has  always  obferv- 
ed  towards  us,  rather  provoking  elton  than  endeavouring  to  bring  him 
off  from  his  purfuits. 

VIII.  How  unfair  and  inconclulive  are  the  conful’s  reafonings !  be- 
caufe  the  merchants  have  not  been  fuccefsful  in  the  repeal  of  elton, 
therefore  they  have  not  been  fincere;  and  therefore  they  are  yet  allowing 

him 
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him  a  pcnfion  as  the  founder  of  the  trade,  while  it  is  obvious  that  the 
meafures  which  el  ton  was  purfuing,  threatened  the  deftrudlion  of  the 
trade.  The  conful  infinuates  that  the  English  would  not  make  any  figure 
in  PERSIA  but  by  elton’s  means:  he  is  ignorant  what  figure  our  east 
INDIA  company  makes,  and  has  made  there;  and  what  figure  we  make 
in  every  quarter  of  the  world  where  our  merchants  carry  on  their  com¬ 
merce  by  fea. 

IX.  The  conful  has  artfully  played  one  British  houfe  againfi:  the  o- 
ther,  with  a  view  to  ruin  both.  His  conduct  towards  us  has  been  cal¬ 
culated  to  deftroy  that  harmony  which  might  have  exifted  between  the 
other  BRITISH  factors  and  the  Russians,  whatever  confequences  Mr. 
Elton’s  condud  might  have  produced. 

X.  The  RUSSIANS  have  formerly  run  old  fhips  alhore  on  the  wefiern  coaft 
of  the  CASPIAN,  with  a  view  to  break  them  up  and  fell  the  wood,  fuel 
being  extremely  fcarce  in  thofe  parts;  by  this  means  the  Persians  got 
as  much  timber  as  would  build  a  new  velTel :  but  what  is  this  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  unlefs  the  conful  would  make  us  accountable  for  the  conduct  of 
the  RUSSIAN  fubjedls,  as  well  as  for  elton’s  ? 

XI.  If  ELTON  in  the  advice  he  gives  the  Persians  is  Heady  and 
confident,  it  is  for  his  own  purpofes,  and  not  for  thofe  of  the  trade.  The 
matter  therefore  I  apprehend  is  reduced  to  this  point,  whether  the  whole 
BRITISH  nation  is  accountable  to  the  Russian  government  for  the  condudl 
of  one  private  perfon  in  Persia? 

XII.  I  grant  it  was  injudicious  in  elton  to  make  the  Russian  Ihip 
Hrike  to  the  Persian.  When  I  was  on  the  Caspian  we  always  paid 
the  compliment  to  the  Russian  flag,  thereby  acknowledging  the  fove- 
reignty  of  the  empress. 

XIII.  As  to  the  illegal  commerce  complained  of,  I  have  heard  of  a 
quantity  of  bar  tin,  which  has  been  lince  reputed  contraband,  but  it  was 
not  then  included  in  the  contraband  articles,  and  was  adlually  entered  for 
PERSIA,  and  paflfed  astrachan  in  a  regular  open  manner. 

XIV.  I  am  morally  certain  that  the  Russian  feameh  were  "hot  ill 
treated;  but,  on  the  contrary,  ufed  with  greater  humanity  than dh’ their 
own  fliips. 
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The  conclufion  (article  XV.)  is,  I  think,  extremely  abfurd :  a  report 
may  be  certain  in  the  conful’s.  fenfe  j  that  is,  it  may  be  certain  there  is  a 
report,  when  the  thing  reported  is  falfe,  as  this  muft  needs  be  concern¬ 
ing  the  ENGLISH  merchants  fettling  a  penfion  on  elton  to  fupport  him 
in  PERSIA,  inftead  of  bringing  him  home  from  thence  j  and  I  humbly 
prefume  it  would  be  very  hard  if  a  fimple  hear-fay  Ihould  be  made  a  rea- 
fon  fufiicient  to  annul  an  article  in  a  treaty  fubfifting  between  two  crowns. 


CHAP.  XV. 

Refiediiom  on  the  foregoing  tranfaSiions.  Propofal  made  by  the  Russia  cojh- 
pany^  to  exchange  the  European  goods  in  Persia  for  raw  flk  already 
in  RUSSIA.  Danger  of  the  companfs  effeBs  in  Persia.  'Letter  upon 
the  fame  fubjeB.  Lhe  British  embaffador  obtains  orders  for  a  Jhip^  to 
fecure  the  effeBs  of  the  Caspian  traders.  Letter  upon  this  occafion  from 
the  faBors  in  St.  Petersburg  to  the  faBors  in  ghilan.  "* 

TH  E  prohibition  of  our  trade  was  no  matter  of  furprize  to  me, 
neither  did  I  think  it  any  great  lofs  to  the  nation;  having  from  a 
long  and  painful  experience  received  very  difadvantageous  impreflions  of 
-it.  However,  whilft  there  was  any  hopes  of  preferving  it,  I  adted  my 
part  in  the  whole  affair  with  the  utmoff  affiduity  and  attention.  It  was 
apparent,  from  the  fftuation  of  Russia  with  regard  to  Persia  at  that 
time;  from  elton’s  rafhnefs ;  and  the  jealous  difpolition  of  the  Russi¬ 
ans  in  general,  that  this  trade  was  an  unavoidable  objecft  of  offence:  the 
reader  will  alfo  obferve  from  the  feveral  fads  related  in  my  journal,  that 
notwithftanding  the  reputed  fecurity  of  conveyance  through  the  Russian 
dominions,  great  part  of  the  way  is  expofed  to  the  incurfions  of  the 
tartars,  and  to  the  plunder  of  the  Russian  pirates  on  the  volga. 
Should  foreign  wars  di'aw  off  the  forces,  or  occafion  any  great  diminution 
of  the  garrlfons  in  thpfe  parts,  the  road  could  not  be  long  fafe:  few  years 
have  paffed  without  fome  particular  accident ;  but  we  had  to  fear  the  ill 
defigns  of  fecret  ^3  well  as  open  enemies;  for  whatever  advantages  might 
have  been  derived  to  the  British  or  Russian  nation  at  large,  neither  the 
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ARMENIAN  nor  RUSSIAN  merchants  could  ever  be  intirely  reconciled  to 
us,  whilft  we  received  any  confiderable  profit  from  it.  Our  bufinels 
therefore  was  to  make  as  good  a  retreat  as  poflible/ 


Hahdgee  seffie,  the  shah's  merchant,  whom  I  have  already  men¬ 
tioned  ;  after  fpending  near  a  whole  year  in  astrachan,  at  length  ar¬ 
rived  in  Mosco  with  about  200  bales  of  filk.  It  was  natural  to  fuppofe, 
that  his  bufinefs  was  to  make  as  fpeedy  a  return  to  his  mailer  as  poflible: 
therefore  feveral  members  of  the  Russia  company,  who  had  a  glut  of  goods 
in  PERSIA,  could  not  but  grafp  at  the  leafl:  intimation  of  bartering  them 
againfl;  raw  filk  in  Russia.  The  correfpondence  I  had  on  this  fubjedl  with 
one  of  my  private  employers,  gave  birth  to  a  refolution  of  all  the  Cas¬ 
pian  traders,  in  confequence  whereof  the  following  letter  was  addreflTed 
to  the  BRITISH  conful. 
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“  Sir,  St.  PETERSBURG,  February  25,  1747. 

The  CASPIAN  traders  in  London  having  great  quantities  of  ef¬ 
fects  in  ghilan,  which  cannot  be  fold  yet  for  a  confiderablc 
time,  defire  to  barter  them  againfl:  raw  filk  now  in  Russia.  As  the 
memorial  prohibiting  the  British  Caspian  trade  exprefles  an  earnefl: 
defire  that  the  fame  fliould  be  finiflied  with  all  poflible  difpatch,  we 
beg  you  will  folicit  a  permiflion  for  the  purpofe  above  mentioned. 
The  shah’s  commiflary,  hahdgee  seffie,  being  now  in  mosco  with 
200  bales  of  raw  filk,  and  the  Russian  merchants  not  difpofed  to 
buy  them  on  the  terms  demanded,  we  propofe  to  make  a  barter  with 
the  commiflary  in  behalf  of  our  principals,  whofe  orders  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  for  that  purpofe  :  and  in  cafe  the  fame  is  brought  to  effedl,  we 
will,  upon  the  exportation  of  the  raw  filk  from  hence,  pay  to  her  im¬ 
perial  majefliy’s  cuftom-houfe,  the  ufual  duty  of  3  per  cent,  in  dollars, 
on  a  valuation  of  52  rubles  per  pood,  the  fame  as  we  pay  at  astra¬ 
chan  on  our  own  imports.  This  we  prefume  will  be  agre^^le  ’to  the 
RUSSIAN  merchants  of  mosco,  and  a  Angular-benefit  to  th^):BRi t isii 
merchants  who  are  inclined  to  make  this  barter,  and  at  thef/ame  time 
will  greatly  facilitate  a  compliance  with  her  imperial  ipajefty’s  jdecree : 

L  2  there- 
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therefor^  hope  a  permiffion  will  be  granted  us  without  lofs  of  time, 
5‘-,ia  order  that  we  may  treat  with  the  commiffary.  / 

•  r  “  We  are,  Sir,  &c/! 

‘  However  reafonable  and  confiftent  this  propofition  may  appear,  it  was 
not  relilhed ;  on  the  contrary,  many  objedtions  were  ftarted.  If  the  af¬ 
fair  had  been  opened  to  the  hahdgee,  and  he  had  confented  to  this 
barter,  it  would  not  have  agreed  with  the  plan  which  the  court  feemed 
to  have  laid  down;  for  this  new  commercial  fcheme  of  nadir  shah 
was  as  ungrateful  to  the  Russian  government,  as  elton’s  naval  atchieve- 
ments;  and  we  had  no  hopes  of  any  indulgence  whilfl:  the  name  of  elton 
remained.  It  is  alfo  probable,  that  the  Russian  miniflry  forefaw  the 
impending  revolutions  in  Persia,  and  that  they  might  have  occafion  to 
arreft  the  effedls  of  the  hahdgee,  to  indemnify  the  Russian  fubjeds 
for  lodes  they  might  fuftain  by  plunder  in  that  country ;  for  this  really 
happened  not  long  after,  and  part  of  thofe  effeds  were  arrefted’  accord- 
ingly. 

Reports  already  prevailed,  that  frefli  rebellions  were  formed  in  Persia, 
and  the  experience  I  had  bought  in  that  country  alarmed  my  jealoufy; 
for  it  was  but  too  evident,  that  the  Persians  were  continually  revolting,  in 
fpite  of  that  prodigious  fuccefs  which  had  attended  nadir’s  arms,  and  in 
defiance  of  thofe  ads  of  cruelty  with  which  their  rebellions  had  been  pu- 
nifiaed.  Thus  the  Caspian  trade  was  indeed  a  trade  militant,  and  at¬ 
tended  with  all  the  fears  and  cares  of  war  j  but  as  we  were  fo  far  advan¬ 
ced  in  it,  it  behoved  us  to  make  as  good  a  retreat  as  poffible,  efpecially  as 
the  RUSSIANS  would  not  permit  us  to  continue  it  any  longer. 

At  this  time  *  there  was  a  report  that  the  Russian  merchants'and  fub- 
jeds  had  quitted  Persia;  this  was  not  unlikely,  for  the  declining  age 
of  the  shah,  the  rebellions  in  kherman  and  Georgia,  together  with 
the  univerfal  mifery  and  oppreffion  which  reigned  throughout  that  king¬ 
dom,  might  be  a  fufficient  inducement  for  them  to  retire  to  their  own 
country.  Thefe  confiderations  made  great  impreflions  on  us,  and  this 
produced  the  following  letter  from  our  fadors  to  his  majefty’s  conful. 
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Sir,  ,/  .  .  St.  PETERSBURG,  July  24,  1747. 

According  to  the  reports  which  now  prevail,  many  of  the  provin- • 
ces  in.  PERSIA  are  revolted:  we*have  reafon^to  apprehend  that 
GHiLAN  will  follow  the  example,  and  the  effeds  of  our  principals  in 
RESHD  may  be  involved  in  the  general  confufion.  We  therefore  en¬ 
treat  that  you  will  obtain  permiffion  of  the  Russian  government,  for’ 
the  BRITISH  factors  in  ghilan  to  fliip  off  for  astrachan  the  cloth 
and  all  other  effects  under  their  care, '  in  cafe  their  apprehenfions  of 
imminent  danger  from  a  rebellion,  or  other  reafons  which  the  neceffity 
of  the  times  may  fugged:,  fhould  determine  thofe  fadors  to  take  this  ^ 
means  for  the  fecurity.of  their  perfons  and  effeds.. 


“  For  this  end  it  is  necelTary  that  orders  be  fent  to  -  astrachan  and 
“  GHILAN,  that  thefe  fadors  be  affifted  with  one  or  two  good  Russian 
‘‘  fhipSj  paying  the  freight  thereof;  and  that  all  poffible  protedion  be 
‘‘  afforded  them  on  the  parts  of  the  Russian  embaffador,  governor,  con^ 
‘‘  ful,  &c.  both  in  0,11  il an  and  astrachan,  till  fuch  time  as  they  fliall 
“  find  it  fafe  to 'return  to  ghilan,  to  finifh  the  fale  of,  their  remaining: 

effeds.  Delays  may  be  attended  with  the  mod  dangerous  confequen-^  • 
y  ces,„nor  wilLthe  cafe  admit  of  waiting-for  orders  from  London. 

“  We  are.  Sir,  &c.”  ' 


His  majedy’s  conful  being  at  that  time  indifpofed,  the  contents  of  -  the- 
letter  were  communicated  to  my  lord  hindford,  who  was  not  ignorant 
of  our  danger ;  and, with  that  care  and  adiduity  with  which  his  lordfliip  al¬ 
ways  attended  the  commercial  as  well-  as  military  intered  of  this  nation  in 
RUSSIA,  he  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  great  chancellor,  and  the  very  next 
day  obtained  an  order  for  a  fliip  to  be  fent  from  astr  achan.  to  ghil  an;  • 
Our  fears  were  not  ill  grounded,  for  about  this  time  nadir,  w'hofe  cru¬ 
elty  had  rendered  . him  the  dread  of  asia,  had  differed  a  violent  death*,,, 
and  left  his  unhappy  people  expofed  to  thofe  .miferies  w^hich  he  had  en-^  - 
tailed  upon  them.^ 

.  The  neceffary  orders  were  difpatch'ed "to  astrachan,  and  proper  in*-  - 
jdrii(dions  given  :  in  confequence  hereof  theTadors  in  St.  Petersburg  • 

received  * 


$6  THE.  COMPANY’S  EFFECTS,  ’&c.  .  ,  PartT. 

rreGielved  an  anfwer  from  ASTRACHAN,  and  alfo  from  London,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  mcafures  propofed  for  the  fafety  of  the  effects.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  oGCafioncd  the  following  letter  from  the  fadors  in  St.  pEr- 

TERSBURG  tO  thofc  in  GHILAN. 

.  0 

“  Gentlemen,  St.  Petersburg,  September  1747. 

'TT'OU  will  find  by  the  inclofed,  that  the  proprietors  in  London, 
“  i  have  given  us  a  power  of  ordering  and  intruding  you,  in  re- 
gard  to  their  concerns  under  your  care.  The  grand  objed  of  our  at- 
‘‘  tention  at  prefent  is  the  fecurity  of  their  effeds.  We  fhould  be  great- 
“  ly  concerned  if  you  were  conftrained  by  a  fenfe  of  immediate  dan- 
“  ger  to  fhip  oif  your  European  effeds,  but  the  plunder  of  them 
“  would  be  dill  a  greater  misfortune.  The  meafufes  taken  by  Mr. 
GEORGE  THOMPSON  of  ASTRACHAN  are  Very  agreeable  to  us 5  he 
has  fent  you  a  flout  veffel  to  be  ufed  as  a  fafe  warehoufe,  or  to  bring 
off  your  effeds ;  or  in  any  other  manner  you  fhall  think  proper.  You 
“  mud  be  guided  by  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  that  country.  ^  We  flatter 
“  ourfelves  the  danger  is  over,  and  that  the  revolution  faid  to  have  taken 
“  place,  will  be  attended  with  many  happy  confequences^  and,  by  creat- 
“  ing  a  circulation  of  money,  the  inhabitants  will  be  delivered  from  their 
“  oppreflions. 


‘‘We  apprehend  it  is  neceffary  to  you  as  merchants,  who  have  no 
“  minider  from  our  own  fovereign,  to  defire  the  protedion  of  the  throne, 
“  for  the  fecurity  of  your  effeds,  as  well  as  for  their  more  fpeedy  fale. 
If  there  is  a  new  king,  and  you  think  proper  to  pay  him  your  com- 
“  pliments  in  form,  attended  with  a  prefent,  according  to  the  cudom  of 
“  the  country,  it  will  be  agreeable  to  your  principals ;  and  we  give  you 
“  full  power  to  ad  in  this  particular  as  you  judge  mod  expedient.  We 
only  recommend  that  you  Jhew  a  proper  regard  to  the  unprofperous 
date  of  the  affairs  under  your  care. 

“  4?  el  ton’s  condud  has  occafioned  fo  much  mifchief  and  ill 
blood,  we  defire  you,  not  only  to  avoid  giving  any  offence  to  the  rus- 
SIAN  government,  but  to  cultivate  a  perfed  underdanding  with  the 
.  “  miniderg 
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minifters  and  officers  of  her  imperial  majefty.  The  regard  which  was 
“  (hewn  you  by  the  Russian  embaflador  in  ghilan,  :is  already  a  proof 
“  tliat  you  ad  upon  right  principles,  which  your- own  experience  will 
“  corroborate. 

“  The  proprietors  are  impatient  to  finiffi :  the  fale  of  their  goods  under 
«  your  care,  in  the  beft  and  moft  expeditious  manner,  and  therefore  they 
hope  that  an  offer  of  goods  to  the  king  of  Persia,  at  an  eafy  rate, . 
might  engage  him  to  take  off  a  large  parcel.  Whether  forcing  a  fale  ‘ 
“  can  be  effeded  in  any  fatisfadory  manner,  we  know  not;  but  we  give 
“  you  this  intimation  of  their  pleafure,  that*  you  may  ad  according  to  ^ 
“  it:  and  we  yet  flatter  burfelves,  that  the  tedious  dilburfement,  and  heavy 
‘‘  charge  attending  this  trade,  will  be  cornpenfated  by  the  future  returns.  - 

'  ‘  "We  are,  &c.” 
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Confequences  of  nadir  shah’j  death,  The  faBors  in  A  plundered  of, 
80,000  1.  Frejh-difurbancesdn  Persia.  Letter  upon  this fubjeB from' 
the  faBors  in  ghilan  to  the  faBors  in  St,  Petersburg.  Anfwer-' 
to  the  above  letter.  Letters  from  the  faBors  in  ghilan  to  their  employ- 
ers  in  London. 

N'ADIR  was  now  cut  off,  and  his  nephew  ali  kouli.khan- 
feized  upon  the  Persian  diadem,  under  the  name  of  adil,  or. 
the  juft:  he  publifhed  his  decrees  and  manifeftoes  in  every  quarter  of 
the  empire,  complaining  of  the  cruelty  of  his  uncle,  whofe  hands  were 
fo  deeply  ftained  with  blood.  He  profeffed  to  begin  his  reign  upon  o- 
ther  principles,  and  inftead  of  demanding  frefti  fubfldies  of  the  people, 
who  were  languiffiing  in  the  extremeft  poverty'  he  remitted  all  taxes  for 
a  conflderable  time. 

As  no  violent  convulfion  of  the  ftate  immediately  fucceeded  upon  na¬ 
dir’s  death,  and  ali  had  taken  poiTeflion  of  the  army  and  treafury 
without  oppofitiori,  we  could  not  but  flatter  ourfelves  that  all  was  in  a 
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Rate  of  fecurity,  and  we  rejoiced  at  the  change  of  government,  which 
promifed  a  happy  conclufion  of  our  Caspian  trade  :  but  providence  had 
a  chaftifement  in  referve  for  us,  as  the  reader  will  judge  from  an  extrad 
•of  the  letter  wrote  by  the  British  fadors  in  ghilan  to  the-fadors  in 

•  St.  PETERSBURG. 
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Gentlemen,  Reshd,  February  20,  1748. 

By  the  laft  (hip  that  failed  for  astrachan  in  autumn,  we  had 
the  honour  to  acquaint  you  in  what  manner  an  offer  was  made 
to  us  by  the  Russian  minifter,  of  the  (hip  which  Mr.  george 
“  THOMPSON  fent  from  astrachan.  As  it  was  impoflible  for  us  to 
“  (hip  the  goods  in  fo(hort  a  time  as  the  Russian  refident  limited,  and  as 
“  accounts  from  all  parts  of  this  empire  gave  us  to  exped  peace  and  tran- 
“  quility,  we  indulged  ourfelves  in  the  hopes  of  an  uninterrupted  fecurity. 
About  two  months  ago  we  obtained  . a  decree  from  adil  shah,  dired- 
ing  the  governor  achmed  khan  to  take  the  remainder  of  our  de- 
mand  of  aga  hasan,  for  the  goods  which  they  had  forcibly  taken 
from  us  fometime  ago,  on  which  about  6000  crowns  are  yet  due.  It  was 
“  faid  that  aga  hasan  and  his,  adherents,  reprefented  to  adil  shah, 
“  that  when  the  pretender  saun^  threatened  to  polfefs  himfelf  of  that 
“  place,  they  took  fo  much  of  our  effeds  to  raife  foldiers  for  its  defence; 
and  that  the  king  had  ordered  the  governor  to  fatisfy  the  fufferers  as 
far  as  8000  out  of  his  treafury :  however  we  have  not  yet  recovered 
any  thing.  After  efcaping  a  total  deftrudion,  in  confequence  of  na¬ 
dir’s  death,  we  thought  ourfelves  extremely  happy  in  being  almoR 
the  only  polfeflbrs  of  European  commodities,  with  an  increafing 
demand,  and  fecure  from  any  danger,  saun  being  taken  by  Amur 
ASLAN  KHAN,  and  blinded.  "  * 
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“  The  latter  end  of  December  the  new  shah  arrived  in  masanderan'^, 
“  ten  days  eafy  journey  eaftward  from  hence.  We  immediately  felt  the 
benefit  of  his  approach,  and  had  reafon  to  exped  great  fales.  Soon 
after  his  arrival,  the  shah  fent  for  Amur  aslan  khan,  who  was 
then  at  tavris  j  but  he  excufed  himfelf,  pretending  to  be  (ick:  a 

*  He  appeared  inarms  in  shir,  van  after  nadir’s  death.  ^  At  the  palace  of  ashereff, 

^fcribed  in  vol.  I,  chap.  XLIII. 

“  fecond 
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“  fecond  meflage  was  fent  to  him  to  come  as  foon  as  pofTible  j  he  then 
“  alledged  that  the  country  about  shir  van  being  in  a  rebellious  difpofi- 
“  tion,  his  prefence  with  the  troops  was  neceffary:  foon  after  two  couriers 
“  went  with  prefents  to  him  from  ad  il  shah,  preffing  him  to  come 
with  them  ;  but  inftead  of  obeying  the  king’s  orders  he  killed  the  cou- 
“  riers.  It  was  reported  that  they  had  affronted  the  khan.  The  15th 
“  of  January  a  rumour  w'as  fpread,  that  fome  troops  were  ordered  hither, 
“  and  it  was  then  ftrongly  fufpe(fted  that  amur  aslan  khan  had  de- 
dared  againft  the  king.  We  endeavoured  to  get  to  the'  bottom  of  the 
“  affair,  and  applied  to  koulifa,  formerly  the  Persian  miniflerat  the 
“  court  of  RUSSIA,  who  was  then  here:  he  told  us  he  had  indeed  that 
“  day  received  Intelligence  that  troops  were  coming  this  way,  but  if  they 
“  entered  this  province,  and  were  out  of  the  jurifdidion  of  Amur  as- 
“  LAN  khan,  be  believed  they  would  declare  for  the  shah,  and  advifed 
“  us  to  make  ourfelves  eafy  j  adding,  that  patience  and  a  little  time  would 
“  bring  all  things  to  rights.  However  we  applied  to  the  Russian  refi- 
‘‘  dent,  defiring  a  liberty  to  fliip  the  mod  valuable  of  our  effedts  on  board 
“  the  RUSSIAN  veffels  then  in  the  port;  he  anfwered  that  we  might  get 
“  our  money  ready  to  fend  on  board,  but  as  to  goods  he  could  not  give 
‘‘  us  any  room,  having  only  two  fmall  fnows;  the  fhip  which  came  to 
“  us  in  autumn  being  fent  to  Baku  ;  that  he  would  difpatch  a  third  veffel 
“  which  was  ready  to  fail  for  derbend,  and  order  her  to  call  at  baku, 
“  with  inftrudtions  for  that  ikip  to  come  to  us  immediately.  The  jpth 
“  of  January  in  the  night,  we  received  certain  information  that  a  number 
“  of  troops  were  on  the  road,  and  would  arrive  the  next  day,  who  gave 
“  out  that  they  were  going  to  the  shah’s  camp.  Being  thus  alarmed  we 
“  quitted  our  houfe,  but  for  want  of  cattle  to  carry  off  all  our  money,  we 
“  were  obliged  to  fend  part  of  it  to  the  refident’s  quarters.  Upon  our 
“  arrival  on  board  we  were  informed  that  1700  men,  under  the  com’- 
“  mand  of  riza  kouli  khan,  had  entered  reshd  on  the  day  we  left 
“  it ;  and  having  fent  for  our  warehoufe-keeper  demanded  of  him  where 
“  our  money  was;  he  told  them  we  had  taken  it  with  us,  but  this  an- 
“  fwer  not  being  fatisfadory,  he  was  three  feveral  times  beaten;  he  was 
“  alfo  pricked  with  packing-needles,  and  threatened  to  be  burnt,  in  hopes 
VoL.  II.  M  “  of 
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«  of  extorting  a  confeffion  from  him  :  but  the  khan  perceiving  that  the 
“  money  was  not  to  be  found,  except  about  700  crowns,  which  this 
«  fervant  had  in  his  hands,  ordered  the  foldiers  to  bring  him  goods,  which 
“  they  did  to  about  the  number  of  160  bales  5  when  they  defired  that  no 
“  more  might  be  taken,  as  they- had  as  much  as  they  could  carry  off. 
“  The  next  evening  achmed  khan,  who  was  gone  to  lahijon,  two 
“  days  before,  and  fecretly  carried  away  his  valuable  effeds,  returned 
“  with  a  few  foldiers^,  and  about  midnight  attacked  the  rebels,  but  in  fo 
“  fhameful  a  manner  that  he  was  foon  put  to  flight.  This  only  ferved 
“  to  irritate  them,  infomuch  that  orders  were  given  to  plunder  and  dif- 
“  pofe  of  all  our  eflfeds  \  which  they  accordingly  did  mofl:  effedhially. 
“  They  fold  a  great  value  at  the  mofl  fcandalous  prices,  as  raw  filk  at  one 
“  crown  per  batman  \  begrefl:  at  two,  three  or  four  crowns  per  piece  ”, 
“  and  other  goods  in  proportion ;  by  which  means  they  readily  found 
“  buyers,  who  have  either  conveyed  the  goods  out  of  the  province,  or 
“  fecreted  them. 


“  As  foon  as  we  were  informed  that  the  rebels  had  quitted  the  place 
‘  and  marched  for  tavris,  and  that  forces  were  fent  by  adil  shah  in 
‘  purfuit  of  them,  we  returned  to  our  houfe,  which  exhibited  only  naked 
‘  walls.  We  have  applied  to  the  people  here  to  procure  the  reftitution 
‘  of  fuch  goods  as  can  be  difcovered,  and  they  give  us  fair  words,  but 
‘  we  have  not  been  able  to  colledl  above  700  pieces. 

“  The  rebels  are  flopped  at  keskar  by  thepeafants,  and  now  furround- 

*  ed  by  the  king’s  troops  :  the  forces  which  were  fent  by  amur  aslan 
‘  khan  to  their  relief,  have  deferred,  and  come  over  to  the  shah’s  par- 
‘  ty.  Upon  this  news  we  petitioned  the  shah’s  general  to  take  care 
‘  of  our  affairs :  he  immediately  defired  one  of  us  to  come  to  him, 

*  and  Mr.  van  mierop  accordingly  fet  out  yeflerday.  We  hear  thefe 
‘  rebels  have  made  ufe  of  our  goods  as  a  breafl-work,  and  to  cover  them 
‘  from  the  weather,  fo  that  we  fear  whatever  is  found  will  be  of  little 
‘  value. 

^  In  value  about  80,000 1.  ^Six  pence  per  pound  of  16  ounces.  value. 

The 
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“  The  only  hopes  we  have  at  prefent  are  in'the  clemency  and  juftice 
“  of  the  SHAH,  to  whom  we  fhall  apply  as  foon  as  affairs  are  fettled, 
“  Thus,  gentlemen,  you  fee  to  what  a  miferable  ffate  your  affairs  are  re- 
“  duced  :  we  fufpe(9:  that  fome  people  here  have  adted  contrary  to  their 
“  profeffions,'  for  it  is  certain  they  are  now  polleffed  of  great  quantities 
“  of  our  goods.  The  very  Indian  merchants,  who  are  pagans,  blufh 
at  the  condudt  of  tlae  Christians;  but  fear  reftrains  us  from  faying 
“  more  at  prefent.  It  is  highly  probable,  from  many  circum fiances,  that 
‘‘  ACHMED  KHAN,  the  govemor  of  this  place,  was  in  the  confpiracy. 
“  When  RizA  kouli  khan,  the  commander  of  the  rebels,  heard  that 
ACHMED  KHAN  was  coming  to  attack  him,  he  produced  letters  in 
the  prefence  of  our  warehoufe -keeper,  wherein  he  faid  achmed  khan 
“  had  invited  him,  and  declared  that  the  end  of  his  coming'  was  not  to 
“  make  himfelf  rnafler  of  the  province,  but  of  the  money  and  effeds  of 
the  franks,  meaning  us;  and  alfo  of  thofe  of  aga  mahommed, 
“  the  shah’s  merchant. 

“  The  quandty  of  filk  we  have  loft  upon  this  occafion  amounts  to 
“  1 8,000  crowns  Our  money  ftill  remains  on  board  the  fhip  ;  for  be- 
“  tween  open  enemies  and  falfe  friends,  we  do  not  know  where  to  truft 
ourfelves,  or  it.  God  fend  us  a  happy  deliverance  from  this  feene  of 
“  mifery;  and  in  expedation  of  your  counfel  and  inftrudions  we  remain, 

“  Gentlemen,  your  moft  humble  fervants.” 

P.  S.  We  have  received  intelligence  that  the  commander  of  the  re- 
‘‘  bels  at  keskar  is  taken,  and  his  forces  put  to  the  fword;  that 
**  the  king’s  troops  have  feized  upon  all  the  goods  found  in  the  hands 
“  of  the  rebels,  which  they  have  divided  among  themfelves  as  fpoil.’' 

We  may  here  flop  and  contemplate  this  pidure  of  Persian  frenzy 
and  perfidious  wickednefs.  Thefe  rebels  dug  up  even  the  floors  of  the 
ENGLISH  houfe  at  RESHD;  and,  as  a  humorous  fpecimen  of  their  har 
vock,  threw  a  quantity  of  fugar  into  a  well,  that  difpatch  might  be  made 
in  fweetning  the  water.  Patience  is  a  remedy  of  great  efficacy :  here 


Which  would  have  produced  8500  great  pounds. 

M  2 


feemed 
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feemed  to  benofother  for  the  prefent,  fo  that  we  may  indulge  refledion, 
and  try  to  what  account  it  will  turn  :  it  threw  me  on'  a  thought  which 
might  be  impertinent  to  mention  if  I  had  not  heard  it  ferioufly  main¬ 
tained,  that  national  gain  may  arife  from  the  lofs  of  private  merchants, 
providing  that  lofs  is  in  our  manufadures.  In  proof  of  this  profound 
DOCTRINE  it  is  alledged,  that  the  labour  for  which  the  artificers  have 
been  paid,  vafUy  exceeds  the  price  of  the  original  material  j  and  that  if 
we  get  home  fo  much  as  the  original  material  is  worth,  the  national  in- 
tereft  receives  no  hurt.  This  is  too  deep  a  fpeculation  for  me,  I  confefs, 
efpecially  while  I  feel  for  my  friends  who  fuffer.  I  prefume  our  riches 
arife  from  our  labour  as  well  as  materials,  and  that  the  whole  commu¬ 
nity  fufFers,  in  proportion  to  the  calamities  which  happen  to  a  part  of  it; 
and  the  greater  the  part  which  fufFers,  the  greater  the  misfortune.  The 
good  which  may  in  this  cafe  happen  to  fome,  in  confequence  of  a  lofs 
by  affording  occafion  of  a  frefh  employment,  can  never  be  an  equiva¬ 
lent  for  the  greater  diminution  of  private  flock,  becaufe  private  ftock  is, 
without  doubt,  a  part  of  the  national  flock ;  and  that  cannot  be  true  of 
a  particular  lofs,  which,  if  general,  would  ruin  our  merchants,  and  con- 
fequently  diflrefs  the  nation.  If  the  end  of  our  labour  is  fruflrated,  how 
is  it  poflible  we  can  profper,  whilfl  that  labour  is  acknowledged  to  be- 
•  one  great  fource  from  whence  our  riches  flow 

But  to  return  to  our  hiflory  ;  dreadful  as  this  news  was,  the  clemency 
of  the  new  king  feemed  to  promife  us  reflitution,  fo  that  we  flattered 
ourfelves  with  the  fame  fuccefs  as  we  had  obtained  at  astrabad  four 
years  before  :  but  it  pleafed  providence  to  rebuke  us  for  thefe  fanguine 
expedlations,  which  were  hardly  well  formed,  when  news  came  that 
IBRAHIM  myrza,  the  king’s  brother,  was  in  rebellion. 

The  factors  in  St.  Petersburg  now  made  anfwer  to  the  fadlors  in 

GHILAN. 


Gentlemen,  St.  Petersburg,  May  i  r,  1748- 

“  ^  I^^HE  melancholy  account  of  the  fituation  of  your  houfe  contain- 

JL  ed  in  your  favour  of  the  20th  of  February,  you  may  eafily  ima- 

'  “  gine 
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“  gine  gives  us  the  moft  fenfible  concern  j  but  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  the 
“  lofs  will  be  made  good  to  you,  and  that  your  prudent  management 
"  joined  to  the  juftice  of  your  caufe,  can  hardly  fail  of  obtaining  refli- 
“  tution  from  the  clemency  of  adh.  shah; 

“  As  you  are  the  befl;  judges  what  means  to  take  for  this  end,  we 
“  therefore  hope  you  have  followed  the  dictates  of  your  own  reafon  and 
“  experience  i  and  we  learn  by  the  news  of  the  10th  of  March,  that 
“  you  had  a  fair  profped;  of  making  this  important  recovery.  The  re- 
volt,  which  was  further  fufpedted,  being  unknown  to  us  in  any  cir- 
“  cumftance,  we  cannot  make  any  refledtions  on  it.  What  the  company 
“  at  liome  will  determine,  you  will  hear  foon  j  but  you  mufl;  not  hefitate 
“  to  adl  as  the  circumflances  of  the  times  may  require.  This  unhappy 
“  affair  is  the  greater  fliock  to  us,  as  we  had  entertained  the  mofl;  fan-- 
“  guine  hopes  of  your  making  large  returns. 

“We  are,  gentlemen,  yours,  fee.” 


It  is  eafy  to  conceive  in  what  manner  the  Caspian  traders  in  London 
received  the  melancholy  news  of  the  total  plunder  of  their  fadtory  in  • 
PERSIA}  but  the  following  letter  from  their  fadlors  in  reshd  to  their- 
fadlors  in  St,  Petersburg,  afforded  fome  confolation.- 


“  Sirs, 


Reshd,  April  4,  1748.. 


“  A  S  an  embaffador  from  adil  shah  to  the  court  of  Russia  is  go- 
“  xJl  ing  to  astrachan,  we  embrace  this  opportunity  to  inform 
“  you  of  what  has  occurred  flnee  our  laft. . 

“  In  regard  to  the  shah’s  orders  for  colledling  our  plundered  goods 
“  and  returning  them  to  us,  nothing  further  has  been  executed }  and  the 
“•fmall  quantity  mentioned  to  be  delivered  to  us  is  not  worth  above  t  2 
on  1400  crowns.  Achmed  khan  declares  that  he  had  delivered  470 
“  pieces  of  our  goods  to  the  king’s  merchant,  in  lieu  of  his  goods  loft} 
“  and  the  reft  which  he  has  colledted  being  moftly  damaged,  he  does  not 
“  think  worth  the  deliveiy  :  the  truth  is,  he  has  fold  a  great  part  of  them, 
“  and  the  remainder  were  given  in  payment  of  his  own  debts.  In  cafe 

“  adil 
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‘‘  ADIL  SHAH  fliould  be  pleafed  to  pay  us  for  the  effeds  loft,  we  think 
“  it  not  fafe  to  keep  the  money  here  5  to  inveft  it  in  raw  filk  cannot  be 
done  in  lefs  than  three  racoltas  ”,  and  to  let  it  remain  on  fliip-bord  in  an 
open  road  fo  long  a  time  is  alfo  very  dangerous ;  for  thefe  reafons  we 
‘‘  think  it  beft  to  fend  it  to  ast  rachan.  But  in  this  cafe  a  difticulty  a- 
rifes,  whether  it  will  be  fuftered  to  return,  as  there  is  a  prohibition  to 
export  any  money  from  Russia.  We  have  difcourfed  with  the  russi- 
AN  refident  on  this  fubjedt,  and  he  thinks  our  cafe  very  different  from 
‘‘'that  of  exporting  money,  and  makes  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  permitted. 

ft  We  cannot  reafonably  expedl  your  anfwer  before  winter,  therefore 
“  we  write  to  Mr.  conful  wolff,  and  the  fadlors  at  St.  Petersburg, 
“  to  give  us  immediate  orders,  which  in  the  mean  time  we  ftiall  obferve. 

■  “  The  colledor  of  the  cuftoms,  who  arrived  lately,  informs  us  /that 
“  when  he  was  in  the  carhp  he  heard  that  the  minifters  were  willing  and 
“  ready  to  accommodate  our  affairs,  but  that  the  fuccefs  ^  would  be  at- 
“  tended  with  a  great  expence.  In  cafe  the  shah  pays  us  in  gold,  it 
“  will  be  difficult  to  get  it  exchanged  for  fflver  to  purchafe  fflk,  and  this 
commodity  is  chiefly  purchafed  with  filver,  and  very  little  gold  can  be 
“  put  off  that  way.  If  he  pays  in  filver,  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  fuch 
“  a  fum  exchanged  for  gold  without  giving  an  advance  thereon;  and 
“  gold,  as  you  will  fee  hereunder,  is  the  moft  profitable  of  the  two,  if 
“  any  of  the  merchants  concerned  chufe  to  have  their  returns  in  fpecie. 
““  The  gold  currency  of  Persia  is,  viz. 

“  Muker  ducats  current  at  6  crowns  p,  weigh  2  ^  mufcals 
“  LefiTer  dittos  -  -  i  ^*5°^ 

Half  crowns  or  rupies,  fifid  denaers  and  abaffies  are  in  general  pretty 
equal  at  prefent,'as  few  old  ones  which  are  more  weighty  now  remain.” 

*  A  mercantile  term  for  the  annual  growth  of  certain  produftions.  p  i  crown  weighs  5  icuf- 

cals  of  filvcjt.  ^  .6  mufcals  ^  .1  ounce  troy. 
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CHAP,  XVII. 


T'he  CASPIAN  traders  apply  for  his  majejiys  letter  to  adil  shah, 
kings  letter  to  that  prince.  Adil  shah  promifes  rejiitutiony  hut  is  de¬ 
throned  by  his  brother  ibrahim.  Letter  from  the  factors  in  ghilan  to 
the  faSlors  in  St.  Petersburg,  with  a  further  account  of  the  dijirac- 
tion  of  the  times.  Elton  ef capes  an  affajjination. 

UNDER  thefe  flattering  expeiffeations,  the  Caspian  traders  in  Lon¬ 
don,  in  hopes  of  ftrengthening  their  interefl:  in  Persia,  petitioned 
his  majefty.  In  this  they  fet  forth  the  deplorable  fliate  of  their  affairs, 
and  that  as  no  treaty  of  commerce  exiflied  between  the  crowns  of  great 
BRITAIN  and  PERSIA,  they  had  no  protedfion  but  what  arofe  from  the 
immediate  favour  of  the  Persian  monarchs,  which  they  prayed  his  ma- 
jefly  to  procure  for  them.  The  king,  ever  ready  to  fuccour  the  diflref- 
fed,  granted  them  his  letter,  dated  In  June  1748,  as  follows. 


“  George  the  second,  by  the  grace  of  alriiighty  God,  creator  of  hea- 
“  ven  and  earth,  king  of  great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland, 
“  the  mofl:  invincible  and  rnofl  mighty  defender  of  the  Christian 
“  faith,  &c. 

“  To  the  SERENE,  mofl;  potent,  and  mofl  renowned  prince  adil 
“  shah,  king  of  Persia,  media  and  Armenia,  &c. 


‘‘  The  mofl:  high  exalted  prince  in  ample  honour  and  dignity,  fends  kind 
“  falutations  and  wifhes  of  health  and  happinefs. 

“  Most  noble  and  most  mighty  prince. 


“  7E  have  lately  received  with  great  pleafure,  by  the  governor  and 
“  »  ^  company  of  our  royal  merchants  trading  to  Russia,  and  through 

‘'RUSSIA  to  PERSIA,  the  welcome  news  of  your  happy  acceflion  to  the 
“  throne  of  the  Persian  empire.  We  could  not  defer  fending  you  thefe 
“  our  royal  letters,  to  teftify  the  particular  joy  and  fatisfacftion  with  which 
“  we  received  the  account  of  your  ferenity’s  elevation  to  that  high  degree 
“  of  power  and  dignity^  upon  which  we  congratulate  you  in  the  mofl: 

“  friendly 
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friendly  and  affectionate  manner,  and  wifh  your  ferenity  may  enjoy  it 
“  during  the  courfe  of  many  years,  with  all  happinefs  and  profperity. 

Our  fald  governor  and  company  of  our  royal  merchants  having  re- 
prefented  to:  us  that  they  have  received  advices  from  their  faCtors  re- 
“  fiding  at  re'shd  ;  that  In  the  month  of  January  laft  a  party  of  rebels 
“  had  plundered  them  of  all  their  goods  and  merchandize,  both  wool- 
“  len,  as  well  as  hlk  which  they  had  provided  as  returns,  to  the  amount 
‘‘  of  feveral  hundred  thoufand  rriildenaers, .and  that  they  had  but  juft 
“  time  to  efcape  with  their  lives,  and  part  of  what  money  they  had  by 
“  them,  on  board  a  veffel  then  riding  at  anchor  in  that  port ;  they  have 
therefore  befought  us  to  recommend  this  affair  to  you,  and  to  defire 
that  all  reftitution,  juftice,  and  ample  fatisfaCtion  may  be  made  to  them, 
‘‘  and  likewife  that  you  grant  them  your  protection  for  their  perfons  and 
effects  from  any  infults  or  violations  for  the  future. 

“  We  have  thought  fit  to  acquaint  your  ferenity  therewith,  and  de- 
“  fire  that  you  will  favour  our  merchants  as  abovementioned  with  your 
“  royal  countenance  and  protection ;  not  doubting  but  that  your  ferenity 
“  will,  upon  the  receipt  of  thefc  our  royal  letters,  caufe  juftice  to  be 
done  to  our  company  and  merchants.- 

“  Juftice  being  the  glory  of  princes,  we  can  make  no  doubt  of  your 
ferenity’s  ready  comJ)liance  with  this  our  requeft,  efpecially  as  the  trade 
“  carried  on  by  our  fubjeCls  in  Persia,  -  tends  fo  highly  to  the  mutual 
advantage  of  both  nations,  and  requires  fome  particular  marks  of  your 
“  favour  and  fupport.  And  we  hope,  as  our  merchants  are  ftrangers  in 
“  yOur  empire,  and  place  their  intire  dependance  in  your  favour  and’pro- 
teCtion,  your  ferenity  will  hear  them  favourably,  and  redrefs  any  griev- 
ances  they  may  now  reprefent,  or  at  any  time  hereafter  have  juft  caufe 
“  to  lay  before  you.  We  rely  on  your  royal  favour  and  juftice,  andcon- 
elude  with  repeating  our  wifhes  of  health  and  true  happinefs  to  your 
“  ferenity  and  royal  family,  &:c. 

“  Your  affectionate  friend.  Sign’d  G.  R.” 


This 
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This  mark  of  his  majefty’s  tender  concern  could  not  poflibly  produce 
any  effect,  for  though  ali  had  many  good  qualities,  he  wanted  thofe 
which  were  the  moft  elTential.  Exalted  with  the  notion  of  delivering 
PERSIA  from  tyranny,  and  r^eiving  the  crown  as  his  reward;  he  aban-  * 
doned  himfelf  to  his  favourite  intoxicating  gratifications  of  women  and 
ftrong  liquors ;  by  which  means  he  became  an^  eafy  prey  to  the  ambition 
of  his  brother  ibrahim.  After  ali  had  reigned  about  12  months, 
IBRAHIM  afpiring  to  the  crown,  collected  a  body  of  forces  •  and  both  ar¬ 
mies  meeting,  ali  was  taken  prifoner  and  blinded ;  and  the  lofs  of  his 
eyes  threw  a  total  darknefs  on  the  profpe(fl  which  the  Caspian  Iraders 
had  of  the  recovery  of  their  lofs 'from  him. 


This  event  banifhed  the  fa(5lors  a  fecond  time,  from  their  houfe  at 
PESHD  to  ENZELLEE,  where  they  might  the  more  eafily  fecure  the  poor 
remains  of  their  plundered  fortunes.  From  hence  after  acquaiming  the 
factors  in  St.  Petersburg  of  the  defeat  of  adil  shah  they  wrote  as 
follows.  .  ■ 
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“  Gentlemen,  ^  '  f/vr  Enzellee,  June  174B. 

ON  the  23d  of  May  we  retired  to  enzellee  a  fecond  time,  on  the 
report  of  the  arrival  of  a  new  governor  on  the  part  of  ibrahim 
MYRZA*^,  with  fome  troops.  The  fecond  inftant  we  received  news 
from  RESHD,  that  askeri  khan,  lately  myrza  askeri,  was  arriv¬ 
ed  there  with  180  men,-  with  order  to  colled:  fuch  monies  as  belonged 
to  the  crown  and  the'great  men.  Our  interpreter,  whom  we  had  pur- 
pofely  left  in  reshd  to  fee  what  pafied,  came  to  us,  and  brought  a 
letter  from  askeri  khan,  in  which  he  acquainted  us  that  he  was 
very  forry  to  hear  of  our  lofles  and  fufiferings,  and  ready  to  do  us  all 
poflible  fervice  :  that  he  had  a  decree  from  ibrahim  myrza,  which 
he  would  deliver  to  us  as  foon  as  we  came  to  town.  On  the  3d  we  re¬ 
turned  an  anfwer,  and  acknowledged  our  obligations  for  his  profefllon 
of  friendflfip,  and  that  as  foon  as  we  had  finifhed  the  bufinefs  we  were 
obliged  to  perform,  we  would  wait  on  him ;  for  we  think  it  fafeft  to 


'  The  reader  will  remember  that  ali  kouli  khan  took  the  name  of  adii.. 
Cook  the  name  of  shah,  but  only  myrza  or  prince. 

VoL.  II,  N  V 


^  He  never 


“  wait 
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wait  a  few  days  and  fee  how  affairs  arc  conducted  by  him.’*  They 
then-  recount  the  difficulties  they  labour  under,  in  regard  to  the  fafe- 
ty  of  their  money,  it  appearing  to  be  the  chief  aim  of  the  Russian  re- 
fident  to  oblige  them  to  leave  Persia  with  it ;  and  continue  thus. 
“  The  14th  of  May  we  vilited  the  khan,'  who,  after  delivering  ibra- 
“  him’s  decree,  affiired  us  we  had  nothing  to  fear,  and  might  depend 
“  on  his  good-will.  He  then  fent  feveral  merchants  to  look  at  the  cloth 
“  returned  to  us  by  mehti  kouli  khan,  and  to  agree  for  the  price  of 
**  it.  On  the  i  rth  ^  inftant  the  refident  came  to  town  to  fix  his  dwelling 
‘‘  at  ENZELLEE,  and  the  next  day  he  fent  a  letter  to  oUr  Thompson 
“  and  WILDER,  to  acquaint  them  that  he  had  received  advice  that  400 
“  foldiers  were  fent  by  the  khan  to  kiskar,  and  defired  them  to  con- 
“  fider  whether  it  would  not  be  befl  to  re^re  from  the  place  j  they  anfwer- 
“  ed  that  they  would  confider  of  the  matter  ^  upon  which  he  expreffed 
his  great  concern  for  Mr.  van  mierop,  who  was  at  reshd,  adding 
“  that  if  we  had  any  bales  or  parcels  to  ffiip,  we  mufl:  do  it  immediate- 
ly,  for  in  cafe  of  a  neceffity  to  leave  Persia,  he  fhould  not  otherwife 
“  be  able  to  give  us  any  tonnage. 

“  On  the  17th  Mr.  van  mierop  returned  from  reshd,  and  waited 
on  the  refident.  We  defired  of  him  that  at  leaf!:  two  chefts  containing 
“  our  money,  might  remain  here  until  the  departure  of  the  lafl  fhip 
“  from  hence,  and  if  we  fhould  then  think  it  neceffiary  to  fend  it  to  As- 
“  TRACHAN,  that  we  might  have  tonnage  for  it.  It  appears  to  us  that 
“  all  poffible  methods  are  pradifed  to  frighten  and  induce  us  to  fend  our 
money  and  effeefts  from  hence,  that  the  refident  may  be  foie  maf- 
“  ter  of  the  filk  market ;  and  if  fome  favourable  circumftance  does  not 
encourage  us  to  return  to  our  houfe,  it  will  be  of  very  little  confe- 
“  quence  to  us  who  has  the  market,  for  were  we  to  purchafe  filk  we 
know  not  where  to  trufl  it, 

“We  are,  &c.” 

Whilft  the  BRITISH  factors  in  ghilan  were  thus  complaining  of  their 
fufferings,  the  reader  perhaps  will  be  curious  to  know  what  became  of 

*  Jane. 
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during  thefe  r^volutioi>s.^  :  NadJR’s  death  •ii)tirQly . qjuafli 

hi$  hopes }  being  perfonally;  knowft  to  ali  kouli  he  expei^t- 

ed  protection  from  him;  and,  contrary  to  the  belief  of  his  friends 
in  EUROPE,  he  received  ^ffurances  of  being  fupported  by  that  prince; 
from  whom  he  alfo  received  a  prefent,  Ali,  who^began  to  court  the 
friendfhip  of  Russia,  would  hardly  have  purfued  his  uncle’s  deCgn  of 
building  (hips,  knowing,  if  he  knew  any  thing,  that  the  Russians  would 
never  fubmit  to  its  being  brought  to  maturity,  The  peafante  of  ghilam 
fubfcribed  to  it  as  little  as  the  Russians;  infpmuch  that  upon  the  occa- 
fron  of  nadir’s  death,  they  attempted  to  deftroy  elton,  and  a  ball  was 
aflually  fhot  through  fome  part  of  his  cloathing :  but  as  he  efcaped  the 
fate  of  his  mafter  nadir,  he  furvived  ali’s  fortune  alfo;  and  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  his  abilities  having  reached  ibrahim,  this  prince  likewise  aflu^. 
red  him  of  his  protecftion. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 

^he  BRITISH  faBors.  in  ghil  an  return  home,  l^heir  letter  upon  this  occa- 
fion.  B’hey  arrive  at  St.  Petersburg.  The  whole  amount  of  the  Cas¬ 
pian  trade  from  its  firft  ejidhUfment. 


The  factors  in  PERsii^  now  thought  it  high  time  to  look  towards 
their  native  country,  and  as  there  was  but  little  profpecfr  of  being 
ferviceable  to  their  principals,  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  their  own 
perfons,  by  removing  from  a  fcene  of  mifery  and  diftrefs.  Mr.  van  mie- 
Rop  and  Mr.  Charles  Thompson  prepared  to  return  home  to  Europe, 
for  which  purpofe  they  had  received  inftrucfrions.  Their  letter  to  the 
BRITISH  factors  in  St.  Petersburg  befr  explains  the  nature  of  their  cir- 
cumflances  at  this  time. 


<( 


'“Gentlemen,  Enzellee,  September  23,  1748. 

WE  remained  at  bnzellee  till  the  20th  of  July,  and  hearing  that 
IBRAHIM  MYRZA  had  fent  for  ASKER  I  KHAN  Under  aiTcd  ; 
that  a  new  governor  was  arrived,  and  reshd  become  fafer ;  we  vbi- 


N  2 


(C 


tured 
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‘f.  turedtoireturn  homci  ?  Wc  Began  then  to  buy  filk,  and  to  fhip  it  off 
“  as  fall  as  poffible :  the  refident  informed  us  that  he  intended  to  leave 
“  RESHD,  with  all  the  Russian  fhips  on  the  loth  inftant,  and  if  we  had 
any  goods  to  fhip,  or  intended  to  go  to  Russia,  we  muft  be  ready 
“  by  that  time.  We  delired  of  him,  that  in  confideration  of  the  amity 
“  between  the  crowns  of  great  Britain  and  Russia,  the  fubjedls 
“  of  the  former  being  deeply  interefted,  that  a  fliip  might  remain  here 
“  during  the  winter,  for  which  we  were  ready  to  pay  the  freight.  To 
“  this  he  anfwered,  that  without  an  order  from  his  court  he  could  not 
“  let  any  fhips  remain  after  the  loth  of  September.  We  are  credibly  in- 
“  formed  that  ibrahim  myrza  has  caufed  the  eyes  of  his  brother,  the 
“  late  king,  to  be  put  out,  and  fent  troops -to  attack  Amur  aslan  khan, 
“  making  flow  marches  that  way  himfelf. 

“  On  the  19th  inflant  we  went  toENZELLEE,  and  deflred  the  refident 
to  grant  tonnage  for  our  filk  on  board  of  two  fliips,  in  order  to  di- 
“  vide  the  rilk  j  but  he  anfwered,  that  he  had  refer ved  one  for  him- 
“  felf  and  his  friends,  and  the  other  for  the  conful  and  the  trade,  there- 
“  fore  we  mufl:  put  all  on  board  that  fhip.  As  we  appeared  determined 
rather  to  remain  behind  than  leave  our  effedts,  he  confented  that  this 
“  fhip  fliould  remain  till  the  20th,  provided  we  would  be  ready  at  that 
“  time,  to  which  we  agreed.  About  noon  the  governor  of  reshd  was 
“  taken  under  arrefl:,  and  his  houfe  plundered  by  two  colonels  and  a  par- 
ty,  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  interefl:  of  amur  aslan  khan.  This  cir- 
“  cumflance,  joined  to  the  diflradled  condition  of  the  country  in  general, 
and  the  intended  departure  of  all  the  fhips  for  Russia,  induced  us  to 
fend  the  money  uninvefted,  by  our  mierop  and  Thompson. 

“  We  are,  &c.” 

Meflieurs  mierop  and  Thompson  accordingly  left  Persia,  leaving 
their  partner  Mr.  wilder  behind  j  they  brought  with  them  about  33,000 
crowns  value  in  raw  filk,  and  as  much  more  in  gold  and  filver.  The 
month  following  they  arrived  in  astrachan,  but  for  want  of  a  regular 
correfpondency  on  the  part  of  the  adventurers,  it  was  the  end  of  July 
the  next  year  before  they  arrived  at  St.  petersburgj  and  here  they 

were 
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v|rere  detained  a  whole  year,  on  account  of  the  jealoufy  of  fome  of  >their 
principals. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  imagined,  that  the  intire  amount  of  a  trade  in  which 
above  150  perfons  were  concerned,  and  in  which  the  ballance  of  the 
account  plundered  was  fo  very  confiderable, .  Ihould  be  greater  than  we^ 
really  find  it. 


The  whole  export  of  cloth  and  e  u- 

The  whole  import  of  raw  filk,  ac- 

ROPE  AN  goods,  for 

account  of 

cording  to  the  value  in  Persia. 

the  BRITISH  CASPIAN  traders, 

crowns 

brought  into  Persia, 

cofi:  as  fol- 

>743 

-  -  -  -  120,000 

lows. 

1744 

■  -  -  -  -  -  50,000 

crowns 

1745 

-----  62,000 

1742 

486  parcels 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1746 

-  -  -  -  -  50,500 

1743 

414  ditto 

144,900 

1747 

-----  13,000 

^744 

299  ditto 

102,650, 

1748 

-  -  -  -  --  12,000 

1745 

value 

252,942 

1749 

-  -  -  -  -  33,000 

1746 

ditto 

20,000 

in  money  -  -  33,000 

1.74,398- 

689,592 

• 

jC-  93.375'  373.5°o 

The  price  of  raw  filk  rifing  much  beyond  its  ordinary  value,  it  may  be 
eafily  calculated  that  the  profits  on  this  trade  were  very  confiderable,  and 
equal  to  the  rifk,  however  great  this  may  appear.  A  batman  of  sher- 
BAFF  filk,  containing  8  pounds  of  24  ounces,  being  bought  for  about 
16. crowns,  the  charges  34  per  cent,  till  delivered  for  fale,  brings  it  to  a- 
bout  15  s.  6  d.  per  pound  j  and  fuch  filk  reached  the  price  of  28  fhillings  “  ; 
confequently  thofe  who  came  early  into  this  trade,  or  fent  the  -mofl  pro-^ 
per  goods,  may  not  have  fufifered  very  much.  - 

®  It  may  however  be  at  18  s.  again,  if  we  get  a  large  fupply  from  other  countries,;^ 


CHAP. 
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Extract  of  the  authors  letter  to  a  friend^  exhibiting  a  fummary  view  of  the 
BRITISH  CASPIAN  trade  front  its  eftahlijhment  j  with  remarks  on  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  the  RUvSsiAN  ref  dent  and  fuhjeps^  to  the  favors  in 

GHILAN,  on  occafion  of  the'  plunder,  ‘  »  , 


1KNOW  not  how  to  give  the  rea,(ier  an  abridgment  of  this  narrative, 
and  at  the  fame  time  explain  the  conclufion  of  the  cataftrophe,  than 


by  the  following  letter  to  a  friend,  the  clofe  of  which,  being  the  part 
moft  material  to  my^refent  purpofe,  ‘explains  in  what  manner  people  are 


liable  to  be  treated,  even  by  their  very  good  friends  as  well  as  their  ene¬ 
mies  5  and  how  particular  circumftances  may  expofe  the  fubjeits  of  any 
prince  to  the  mofl  unworthy  ufage. 


St.  PETERSBURG,  December  1 749. 


Sir, 


\  S  to  the  antiquity  of  the  Caspian  commerce,  I  never  difco- 
“  -Zjl  vered  that  we  had  any  trade  over  that  fea,  except  a  fmall  trial 
“  made  in  the  fixteenth  centuiy.  To  begin  with  the  proper  date  of  our 
“  late  attempt,  you  muft  remember  that  his  prefent  majefty  renewed  a 


“  treaty  of  commerce  with  anna  ivanowna  in  1734,  by  which  a  li- 
“  berty  of  this  trade  is  granted.  You  know  that  the  parliament  of  great 


“  BRITAIN  pafled  an  ad  in  1741,  granting  a  liberty  to  fuch  perfona 
“  as  are  free  of  the  Russia  company,  to  import  the  raw  hlk  of  Persia 
“  into  great  BRITAIN,  in  return  for  British  manufadures  fold  in 
“  PERSIA 5  in  confequence  whereof  from  1741  to  1745,  were  fent 
“  170,000 1.  value  into  Persia. 

“  In  1743,  JOHN  ELTON,  One  of  our  fadors  in  Persia,  er^gag^d  him- 
felf  as  a  (hip-builder  in  the  fervice  of  nadir  shah,  which  offended- 
the  RUSSIANS,  and  at  length  occafioned  a  decree  of  the  Russian  court, 
publKhed  in  1746,  prohibiting  this  trade.  The  cruelties  of  nadir 
shah  had  involved  his  people  in  fuch  extreme  mifery,  that  hardly  the 
**  mod:  trivial  fales  could  be  made  by  the  British  fadors  in  the  north 
of  ■  J^>E^siA  from  1744  to  1747:  in  June  1747  nadir  differed  a 


violent 
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violent  death 5  his  nephew  ali  then  nlounted  the  throne,  and  trade 
“  inftantly  began  to  revive)  but  in  January  following,  Amur  aslaW 
“  KHAN,  a-  coufin  of  NADIR,  reVolting  from  Ali,  fent  a  body  of  his 
forces  and  pillaged  the  bRiTish  factors  in  rEShD  to  the  value  Of 
“  80,000  1.  Ali  foon  defeated  thofe  rebels,  and  declared  his  intentions 
“  to  do  us  juftice;  but  his  brother  ibrahim  myrza  alfo  revolting,  ali. 
was  taken  prifoner  and  blinded.  ^ 

“  You  muft  oblerve,  that  the  foVereigns  of  RtissiA  having  been  mal- 
**  ters  of  GHiLAN  from  1722  to  1731,  are  dill  coiifidered  with  a  re- 
fped;ful  regard,  and  the  perfons  and  houfes  of  their  miniflers  are  ufu- 
“  ally  facred  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  province.  The  good  underftand- 
“  ing  between  great  Britain  and  Russia,  and  the  repeated  pro- 
“  mifes  of  protection  received  from  the  Russian  court,  inclined  our 
“  merchants  at  home  and  their  factors  in  Persia  to  expeCl  not  only  pro- 
“  teCtion  and  judice,  but  kindnefs  and  friendfhip  from  the  Russian  red- 
“  dent  and  fubjeCts  in  Persia.  But  the  contrary  happened)  for  I  am 
“  well  aflured  that  feveral  fubjeCts  of  that  empire  were  actually  partners 
“  in  the  plunder,  if  receiving  the  flolen  goods  can  make  them  fuch. 

“  Amur  aslan  khan  having  thus  rebelled  againd:  ali,  this  robbery 
“  might,  in  refpeCl  to  the  declared  fubjeCts  of  that  prince,  be  deemed 
“  an  hodile  plunder  only)  but  his  taking  the  edeCts  of  drangers,  who  in 
“  confidence  of  the  laws  of  hofpitality  came  into  Persia  to  trade,  and 
neither  provoked  nor  redded,  nor  any  ways  oppofed  the  invaders,  makes 
“  this. capture  an  abfolute  robbery)  confequently  the  goods  ought  in  juf- 
“  tice  to  be  conddered  as  dolen,  and  thofe  who  bought  them  as  buying 
“  dolen  goods.  To  buy  fuch  goods  with  a  view  to  prodt  by  the  didrefs 
“  of  him  who  is  robbed,  is  certainly  againd  all  laws  human  and  divine ) 
“  and  contrary  to  the  friendfhip  and  alliance  of  the  prince  whofe  fubjeCts  > 
“  are  robbed,  and  of  him  whofe  fubjeCls  buy  fuch  dolen  goods.  ^  / 

“  The  padions  of  men  in  all  countries  betray  them  often  into  unwar-*- 
“  rantable  excedes)  but  the  civilized  part  of  mankind  have  generally 
‘‘  fuch  impredions  of  moral  duties,  as  feldom  to  violate  their  confcience- 
“  without  giving  fome  marks  of  compunCtion.  The  Russian  reddent 

“  was 
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“  was  fo  far  afraid  or  afhamed,  as  to  difown  he  had  bought  any  of  the 
goods ;  as  did  the  other  fubjed:s  of  Russia  ;  but  a  great  part  of  thofe 
“  goods  I  am  allured  were  feen  in  their  pofleflion,  and  particularly  in 
"  the  relident’s  houfe:  and  when  the  fador  Mr.  van  mierop,  offered 
“  the  RUSSIANS  payment  of  the  value  they  had  given  for  thefe  goods, 
“  they  ftill  alledged  that  they  had  not  purchafed  any  fuch. 

“  The  imprefllons  which  the  honeft  part  of  the  Persians  received 
from  the  violation  of  juftice  in  taking  thefe  effedts,  appears  by  the  con- 
“dud  of  AGA  MIR  CASBiNi,  and  his  partner  hahdgee  mehtie. 
“  Thefe  men  had  made  a  profit  of  400  crowns,  on  a  purchafe  of  fomc 
“  plundered  cloth:  the  hahdgee  declared  againft  fuch  gain,  as  contrary 
“  to  reafon  and  religion,  and  gave  notice  thereof  to  our  fadtors,  who  in 
confideration  of  the  great  rifk  in  tranfporting  the  goods  to  the  place 
where  they  had  been  fold,  divided  the  profits  with  him. 

“  In  what  manner  the  fpirit  of  chriflianity  infpires  the  true  profefibrs 
thereof  with  the  love  of  juflice  and  humanity,  beyond  the  doctrine  of 
mahommed,  is  very  evident  to  real  Christians  who  have  lived  a- 
mongfl  mahommedans:  but  neither  the  Christian  refident  nor  the 
CHRISTIAN  merchants,  in  this  inflance  adted  in  the  fame  manner  as 

HAHDGEE  MEHTJ. 

i 

“  You  know,  Sir,  I  was  plundered  at  astrabad  in  a  rebellion  againft 
NADIR  SHAH  in  1 744.  The  rebels  carried  the  farce  fo  far  as  to  give 
me  an  obligation  for  the  amount  of  the  goods  taken,  promifing  pay- 
“  ment  thereof;  which  plainly  fhewed  they  did  not  think  they  had  any 
right  to  feize  the  goods  of  a  ft  ranger,  becaufe  they  rebelled  againft 
their  fovereign;  how  much  lefs  can  the  purchafe  of  the  goods  in  quef- 
tion  be  warranted  as  legal  ? 

“  The  RUSSIAN  court  has  feized  Persian  effedts  in  Russia  to  in- 
demnify  Russian  merchants  who  loft  effedts  by  plunder  in  Persia. 
***  I  am  perfuaded  therefore  that  this  court  would  not  acquiefee  in  the 
“  condudt  of  her  refident  towards  us.  But  the  queftion  is,  if  thefe  in- 
*•' juries  done  us  by  the  refident  and  his  people,  were  proved  in  a  proper 

**  manner^ 


I 
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“  manner,  which  will  require  feme  fkill  and  expence,  for  the  russi- 
“  ANs,  who  are  the  proper  and  legal  evidences,  are  accomplices,  whe- 
‘l^her  it  would  avail  to  obtain  reftitution  ?  perhaps  the  relident  might  be 
“  punilhed  in  a  pecuniary  way,  without  any  benefit  to  us.  Inquifitions 
“  concerning  great  illegal  gains  are  things  very  much  out  of  fafiiion,  e- 
‘‘  ven  in  limited  monarchies,  and  where  laws  are  faid  to  be  revered,  and 
the  execution  of  them  confidered  as  bulwarks  of  property j  I  am  a- 
“  fraid  you  find  it  foV  But  you. will  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  I  am  told 
“  alfo  the  purchace  6f  the  goods  in  queftion,  and  retaining  them,  not- 
“  withftandirig'  the' value  paid  vVas  offered  to  be  returned,  is  a  warrant- 
able  a6t,  and  that'  men  have  a  right  to  make  their  fortune  by  fuch 
“  means,  when  fuch  a  happy  occafion  offers.  If  thofe  who  might  be 
“  appointed  our  advocates  in  this  affair  fliould  happen  to  be  of  this  opi- 
“  nion,  a  complaint  would  be  over-ballanced  by  a  vexatious  profecution 
“  to  no  purpofe ;  but  you  are  at  liberty  to  take  what  meafures  you  pleafe. 
I  am  forry  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  you  any  relief 3  if  it  was, 
I  know  my  own  opinion  as  well  as-  inclination,  and  am  very  much, 

“  Sir,  yours,  &c.’* 


C  El  A  P.  XX.  . 

SuAUROKu  prevails  over  ibrahim.  The'  ki?2g'writes  to  shahrokh  shah. 
T)iJlra5tions  in  Persia.  ASl  of  parliament  to  encourage  the  growth  of 
filk  in  our  am.rriq.a'^^^-  plantations,  A  large  fupply  of  this  cojmnodity 
propofed  from  china.  Adi  for  repealing  the  duties  upon  china  raw  flk, 

Though  all  the  British  factors  except  one  had  left  ghil  an,  the 
CASPIAN  traders  did  not  abandon  all  hopes  of  the  recovery  of  their 
lofs.  The  rebel  amur  asl  an  khan,  the  author  of  the  unhappy  plunder  of 
our  fadory,  was  foon  after  feized  by  ibrahim,  on  the  weflern  coafl  of  the 
CASPIAN,  and  put  to  death.  In  the  mean  time  shahrokh  was  chofen 
king  at  mesched,  and  fupported  by  a  very  powerful  party.  This  news 
carried  ibrahim  back,  but  his  fortune  was  foon  reverfed  by  the  defer- 
tion  of  his  army,  and  his  total  defeat.  Whether  shahrokh  was  of  the 
VoL.  II.  O  blood 
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blood  royal  is  very  hard  to  determine  5  however  he  was  received  as  fuch, 
and  bid  fair  to  eftablifli  himfelf  on  the  throne  of  Persia  ;  therefore  the 
CASPIAN  traders  thought  proper  again  to  petition  the  king  for  his  letter, 
and  his  majefty  was  pleafed,  for  the  fourth  time,  to  comply  with  their 
requeft,  being  about  the  month  of  January  1750;  but  as  this  letter,  the 
change  of  name  excepted,  is  almoft  verbatim  what  was  wrote  to  adil 
SHAH,  the  reader  will  excufe  my  inferting  it. 

That  no  means  fhould  be  left  untried  to  obtain  a  recovery  of  the  lofs 
which  the  Caspian  traders  had  fuftained  in  Persia,  the  English  fac-~ 
tors  in  St.  Petersburg,  on  the  behalf  of  their  principals,  united  in  fend¬ 
ing  a  perfon  of  reputation,  with  orders  to  zO:  in  concert  with  Mr.  Ri¬ 
chard  WILDER  in  PERSIA,  intending  to  reconcile  certain  difficulties 
which  had  arifen  among  the  adventurers,  and  apprehending  that  by  gra¬ 
tifying  both  parties,  there  might  be  a  coalition  of  intereft;  and  that  this 
would  be  the  beft  means  of  preferving  that  unanimity,  without  which  a 
felicitation  for  the  recovery  would  be  attended  with  infuperable  difficul¬ 
ties,  fliould  the  PERSIANS  difeover  any  animolities,  or  even  jealoufies  a- 
mongft  the  fufferers.  With  regard  to  their  refpedlive  loffies  they  had 
now  but  one  common  intereft:  but  here  again  we  had  proof  of  the  great 
want  of  regulations,  and  what  perplexities  commercial  affairs  in  asia 
are  fubjedl  to,  if  left  free  and  open ;  or  with  the  appearance  of  a  body 
corporate,  without  the  fubftance  of  it. 

Laws  amongft  Christians  in  Europe,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
differ  extremely  from  mahommedan  governments,  and  the  frequent  vi¬ 
olations  of  juffice  in  pradlice  amongft  the  latter,  renders  a  more  than  com¬ 
mon  vigilance  neceffary  to  the  good  conduct  of  trade.  In  Europe  every 
man  has  a  right  of  claim  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country  he  is  in, 
fuch  regard  being  had  at  the  fame  time  to  private  agreements,  or  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  conful  of  his  own  nation,  as  has  been  found  produffive  of 
the  general  good  of  the  whole  factory  or  community:  but  in  asia  there 
muft  be  fome  regulations  independent  of  the  national  government,  or  a- 
nimofity  and  confufion  inevitably  enfue  j  fo  at  leaft  we  found  it  in  t}ie 
CASPIAN  trade. 


Chap.  XX.  SUPPLY  OF  SILK  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN.  107 

To  wave  this  ungrateful  part  of  our  ftory,  I  muft  obferve  that  the 
fuccefs  the  merchants  had  at  astrabad,  the  remembrance  of  the  pro- 
mife  of  ADiL  SHAH,  the  affurance  that  Persia  abounded  in  money, 
likewife  that  shahrokh  was  eflablifhed  in  the  government,  inclined 
the  fadtors  and  merchants  to  attempt  a  recovery  at  the  rifle  of  fome  ex¬ 
pence  j  the  antient  laws  of  Persia  alfo  favoured  this  dedgn:  however 
Mr.  CHAMBERLIN,  who  was  charged  with  the  king’s  letter  lafl  mention¬ 
ed,  found  it  unneceffary  to  proceed  any  farther  than  Russia,  Persia 
being  dill  torn  with  inteftine  commotions  :  but  nothing  has  been  yet  done, 
and  it  may  be  prefumed  that  a  great  part  of  the  Indian  treafure  is  either 
carried  out  of  Persia,  or  diffipated  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  leave  no 
hopes  of  accomplifhing  any  recovery. 

Thefe  diftradlions  having  continued  already  for  five  years:  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  raw  filk  in  ^ersia  has  been  alfo  much  negledted  Many  o- 
ther  reafons  concurred  to  raife  the  price  of  filk,  to  the  prejudice  of  this 
nation.  Under  thefe  circumflances  the  British  parliament  was  induced 
to  try  if  our  own  plantations  could  produce  this  valuable  commodity,  and 
accordingly  an  adl  was  pafled  as  follows,  in  the  23d  year  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  reign,  being  1750. 

“  An  adt  for  encouraging  the  culture  of  raw  filk  in  his  majedy’s  colonies 

“  or  plantations  in  America. 

NEREAS  it  will  greatly  tend  to  the  increafe  and  improvement  of 
*%  Y  Y  manufactures  of  this  kingdom,  to  encourage  the  growth  and 

culture  of  filk  in  his  majefty’s  dominions  in  America  may  it  therefore  pleafe 
your  majefty,  that  it  may  be  enabled;  and  be  it  enadted  by  the  king’s  molt  ex- 
cellent  majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and 
“‘temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  prefent  parliament  aflembled,  and  bytheautho* 
“  rity  of  the  fame,  that  from  and  after  the  24th  of  June  1750,  it  (hall  and  may  be 
“  lawful  to  import  any  raw  filks  of  the  growth  and  culture  of  any  of  his  majef- 
“  ty*s  colonies  or  plantations  in  America,  diredtly  from  thence  into  the  port  of 
^  LONDON,  without  paying  any  fubfidy,  cudom,  impofition,  or  other  duty  what- 

'  The  ARMENIANS  and  Russians  have  for  fome  years  paft  imported  hardly  a  tenth  part  of  the 
Hfual  quantity. 

O  2  “  foever 
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“  foever  for  the  fame ;  fo  as  a  due  entry  be  firft  made  thereof  in  the  cuftom-houfe, 

“  at  the  time  of  importation,  and  in  the  fame  manner  and  form  (exprefling  the 
“  package,  marks,  and  numbers,  together  with  the  quantities  and  qualities  of  the 
“  refpedlive  goods)  as  was  ufed  and  pradlifed  before  the  making  of  this  adtj  and 
“  fo  as  the  fame  be  landed  in  the  prefence  of,  and  examined  by  the  proper  ofli- 
‘‘  cer  or  officers  of  the  cuftoms  appointed  for  that  purpofe ;  and  fo  as  the  fame  be 
“  imported  in  Ihips  or  veflels,  that  may  lawfully  trade  to  his  majefty’s  plantati- 
“  ons,  manned  as  by  law  is  required ;  and  on  failure  of  the  faid  conditions  or  di- 
“  redtions  herein  lalt-mentioned,  fuch  filks  fhall  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  the 
“  refpedtive  duties,  as  if  this  adt  had  never  been  made. 

“  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enadled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that 
“  in  order  to  intitle  the  importer  and  importers  of  raw  filk,  to  the  exemption  in- 
“  tended  by  this  adt,  every  merchant  or  other  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  who 
“  fhall,  after  the  24th  of  June  1750,  load  any  raw  filk  on  board  any  fliip  or 
“  vefiel,  in  any  of  the  British  colonies  or  plantations  in  America,  fhall,  before 
“  the  clearing  out  of  the  faid  fliip  or  veflel  from  thence,  make  proof,  on  oath,  be- 
“  fore  the  colledlor  and  comptroller  of  the  cuftoms,  and  naval  officer,  at  the  port 
“  or  place  where  fuch  raw  filk  fhall  be  put  on  board,  or  any  two  of  them,  that 
“  the  raw  filk,  which  he,  fhe,  or  they  hath  or  have  fhipped  on  board  the  faid 

Ihip  or  veffel  (expreffing  the  quantity  thereof)  is  bona  fide  of  the  growth  and  ‘ 
“  culture  of  fome  or  one  of  the  British  colonies  or  plantations  in  America,  ex- 
“  prefling  the  parifh  or  place  in  fuch  plantation  where  the  fame  was  cultivated 
“  and  produced,  and  by  whom,  producing  fuch  perfon’s  oath  thereto  made  be- 
“  fore  the  governor  of  fuch  ifland  or  province,  or  before  the  next  juftice  of  the 
“  peace  (which  oath  the  faid  governor  or  juftice  of  the  peace,  colledlor  andcompt 
“  troller  of  the  cuftoms,  and  naval  officer,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  re- 
“  quired  and  impowered  to  adminifter  without  fee  or  reward)  and  the  mafter, 

“  commander,  or  other  perfon,  taking  charge  of  the  fhip  or  veffel,  on  board 
“  which  fuch  raw  filk  fhall  be  loaded,  fliall  alfo  bring  with  him  a  certificate  or 
“  certificates  from  fuch  colledlor  and  comptroller  of  the  cuftoms,  and  naval  offi- 
“  cer,  or  any  two  of  them,  as  aforefaid,  under  their  hands  and  feals  of  office 
“  (which  certificate  or  certificates,  fuch  colledlor  and  comptroller  of  the  cuftoms, 

“  and  naval  officer,  are  hereby  required  and  diredted  to  grant  without  fee  or  re- 
“  ward)  expreffing  the  marks,  number,  tale,  and  weight  of  the  raw  filk,  in  eacji 
“  bale,  parcel,  or  odier  package  whatfoever,  fo  fliipped  or  loaded  on  board  fuch 
“  fhip  or  veffel,  with  the  names,  place  or  places  of  abode,  of  the  exporter  or  ex- 

“  porters  thereof,  from  the  faid  British  colonies  or  plantations  in  amebicaj  and 

“  the 
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“  the  name  or  names,  place  or  places  of  abode  of  fuch  other  perfon  or  perfons, 
“  who  fhall  have  fworn  the  goods  therein  mentioned  to  have  been  of  the  growth 
“  and  culture  of  the  faid  British  colonies  or  plantations  in  America  ;  and  the 
“  name  or  names  of  the  perfon  or  perfons  to  whom  the  fame  are  configned  in  the 
“  port  of  LONDON ;  which  certificate  or  certificates,  the  faid  mafter,  commander, 
“  or  other  perfon  taking  charge  of  fuch  fhip  or  veflel,  fhall,  on  his  arrival  in  the 
“  faid  port  of  London,  deliver  to  the  colledor,  comptroller,  or  other  chief  of- 
“  ficer  of  his  majefty’s  cufloms  at  the  faid  port,  at  or  before  the  entry  of  the  faid 
“  raw  filk  •,  and  at  the  fame  time  fhall  make  oath  before  any  one  of  them  the 
“  faid  collector,  comptroller,  or  chief  officer  of  his  majefty’s  cuftoms  (who  are 
“  hereby  required  and  impowered  to  adminifter  the  fame  without  fee  or  reward) 

tliat  the  faid  bales  and  parcels,  and  goods  contained  in  fuch  certificate,  are  the 
“  fame  bales  and  parcels,  and  goods,  as  were  taken  on  board  in  the  faid  British 
“  colonies  or  plantations  in  America  ;  and  if  any  raw  filk  of  the  growth  and 
“  culture  of  the  British  colonies  or  plantations  in  America,  fhall,  after  the  faid 
“  24th  day  of  June  1750,  be  imported  as  herein  before  mentioned,  without  fuch 
“  certificate  figned  and  delivered  as  herein  before  required,  and  oath  made  as 
“  before  directed,  by  the  mafter,  commander,  or  other  perfon  taking  charge  of 
“  the  fhip  or  veiTel  in  which  the  fame  is  imported all  fuch  raw  filks  fhall  be  li- 
“  able  to  the  payment  of  the  refpe£live  duties,  as  if  this  adt  had  never  been 
“  made  j  any  thing  herein  before  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

“  And  be  it  further  ena6led  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  if  any  perfon  or 
“  perfons  fhall,  from  and  after  the  faid  24th  day  of  June  1750,  make,  or  caufe 
“  to  be  made,  an  entry  or  entries  of  any  foreign  raw  filk  under  the  name  or 
“  defcription  of  raw  filk  of  the  growth  or  culture  of  any  of  the  British  colo- 
“  nies  or  plantations  in  America,  or  fhall  mix,  or  caufe  to  be  mixed,  any  fo- 
“  reign  raw  filk  with  raw  filk  of  the  growth  or  culture  of  the  British  co- 
“  lonies  or  plantations  in  am  eric  a,  with  intent  to  evade  the  payment  of  the 
“  duties  payable  on  foreign  raw  filk,  every  perfon  or  perfons  fo  making,  or 
“  caufing  to  be  made,  fuch  entry  or  entries,  or  mixing,  or  caufing  fuch  mix- 
“  ture  or  mixtures  to  be  made,  fhall  forfeit  and  lofe  the  fum  of  fifty  pounds 
“  for  every  fuch  offence,  and  all  fuch  foreign  raw  filk  *,  and  in  cafe  of  any  mix- 
“  ture,  the  quantity  fo  mixed,  both  of  foreign  and  British  plantation  culture 
“  or  growth,  or  .the  value  thereof,  together  with  -the,  bales  or  other  packages 
“  containing  the  fame,  fhall  be  forfeited,  and  fhall  and  may  be  feized  and  profe- 
“  cuted,  or  the  value  thereof  be  fued  for  by  any  officer  or  officers  or  his  majef- 
“  ty’s  cuftoms  j  one  moiety  of  which  penalties  and  forfeitures  fliall  be  to  the  ufe 
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‘  “  of  his  majefly,  his  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  and  the  other  moiety  to  him  or  them 
“  that  fhall  feize,  profecute,  or  fue  for  the  fame,  in  any  of  his  majefty’s  courts 
of  record  at  Westminster. 

“  Provided  always,  that  if  any  doubt  or  difpute  fhall  arife,  whether  the  faid 
raw  filk,  or  any  part  thereof,  fo  to  be  imported  as  aforefaid,  is  of  the  growth 
or  culture  of  the  British  colonies  or  plantations  in  America,  or  of  foreign 
growth  or  culture,  the  onus  probandi  fhall  lie  on  the  owner  or  claimer  thereof, 
and  not  on  the  informer  or  profecutor;  any  law,  cuftom,  or  ufage  to  the  con¬ 
trary  notwithftanding. 

“  And  be  it  further  ena61ed  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  if  any  aftion  or 
fuit  fhall  be  commenced  againfl  any  perfon  or  perfons  for  any  thing  done  in 
purfuance  of  this  aft,  the  defendant  or  defendants,  in  fuch  aftion  or  fuit,  may 
plead  the  general  iffue,  and  give  thi's  aft  and  the  fpecial  matter  in  evidence  at 
any  trial  to  be  had  thereupon,  and  that  the  fame  was  done  in  purfuance  and  by 
authority  of  this  aft :  and  if  it  fhall  appear  fo  to  have  been  done,  then  the  ju¬ 
ry  fhall  find  for  the  defendant  or  defendants;  and  if  the  plaintiff  fhall  be  non- 
fuited,  or  difcontinue  his  aftion,  after  the  defendant  or  defendants  fhall  have 
appeared,  or  if  judgement  fhall  be  given  upon  any  verdift  or  demurrer  againft 
the  plaintiff,  the  defendant  or  defendants  fhall  and  may  recover  treble  cofts, 
and  have  the  like  remedy  for  the  fame,  as  defendants  have  in  other  cafes  by 
law.’h  i.  '  .  ' 
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Such  ,was  the  encouragement  given  by  the  legiflature,  to  the  culture  of 
.raw  filk  in  our  American  colonies.  An  ample  fupply  of  this  com¬ 
modity  however  can  be  brought  only  from  asia,  unlefs  we  make  fome 
very  extraordinary  improvements.  Europe  during  the  lafl  war  did  not 
produce  the  ufual  quantity,  nor  has  the  price  of  fome  particular  kinds 
declined  fince  that  time:  for  I  apprehend  the  confumption  of  this  article 
rather  encreafes  than  dimiiiifhes.  The  east  india  company  therefore  hav¬ 
ing,  I  prefume,  previoufly  taken  their  meafures,  applied  to  parliament  for 
•an  alteration  of  the  duty  of  china  filk,  the  obtaining  of  which  affords  an 
xncour^ement  to  the  importation  of  it  *  5  and  no  doubt  we  fhall  have  a 
iiijfScient  quantity.  The- aft  in  favour  of  it  in  1750  is  as  follows. 

•»  Inn 73^2  weiiiid" accordingly  a  large  ckika  raw  filk  arrived. 


«  An 
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‘‘  An  adl  for  repealing  the  duties  payable  upon  china  raw  filk,  and  for 

“  granting  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

“  \  J{J  HERE  AS  the  duties  now  payable  upon  raw  filk  imported  from  china 
“  V  V  are  a  great  difeouragement  to  the  importation  thereof:  and  whereas  a 
“  a  conftant  and  plentiful  fupply  of  that  valuable  commodity  to  be  manufaftured 
“  in  this  kingdom,  will  be  a  publick  benefit,  and  greatly  contribute  to  the  in- 
‘‘  creafe  and  improvement  of  the  filk  manufactures :  therefore  we,  your  majefty’s 
“  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeefts,  the  commons  of  great  Britain,  being  defirous 
“  to  promote  and  encourage  the  manufadlures  of  this  kingdom,  do  mod  humbly 
“  befeech  your  majefty,  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enadted  by  the  king’s 
“  mod  excellent  majedy,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  lords  fpiritu- 
“  al  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  prefent  parliament  aflembled,  and  by 
“the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  from  and  after  the  24th  of  June  1750,  the 
“  feveral  rates,  duties,  fubfidies,  and  impofitions,  now  payable  upon  the  impor- 
“  tation  of  raw  filk  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  china,  by  virtue  of  feveral  adls 
“  of  parliament  now  in  force,  fhall  ceafe,  determine,  and  be  no  longer  paid. 

,  ^  “  And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  from  and  after  the 
“  faid  24th  of  June,  all  raw  filk  imported  from  china  into  this  kingdom  by  the 
“  united  company  of  merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  east  indies,  or  by 
“  any  licence  from  the  faid  company,  lhall,  in  lieu  of  the  faid  rates,  duties,  fub- 
“  fidies,  and  impofitions,' by  this  ad  repealed,  as  aforefaid,  be  charged  with,  and 
“  pay  the  fame  rates,  duties,  fubfidies,  and  impofitions,  as  are  now  charged  up- 
“  on,  and  payable  for,  raw  filk  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  italy  ;  which  faid 
“  rates,  duties,  fubfidies,  and  impofitions,  by  this  ad  granted,  fhall  be  paid  by 
“  the  faid  united  east  india  company,  at  the  fame  times,  and  in  the  fame  man- 
“  ner,  as  the  feveral  rates,  duties,  fubfidies,  and  impofitions,  by  this  ad  repeal- 
■“  ed,  as  aforefaid,  have  been  paid. 

“  And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  feveral  rates, 

duties,  fubfidies,  and  impofitions,  by  this  ad  granted,  fhall  be  raifed,  levied, 
“  colleded,  paid  and  applied,  in  fuch  manner,  and  for  the  fame  purpofes,  as  the 
“  faid  feveral  rates,  duties,  fubfidies,  and  impofitions,  by  this  ad  repealed,  as 
“  aforefaid,  are  now  refpedively  raifed,  levied,  colleded,  paid,  and  applied ij  ^and 
“  all  the  provifions  of  or  in  any  ad  or  law  now  in  force  for  raifing,  levying,  col- 
“  leding,  paying,  arid  applying  the  rates,  duties,  fubfidies,  and  impofitions  here- 

“  by 
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by-repealed,  as  aforefaid,  fliall  be  in  full  force,  and  Ihall  be  put  in  execution 
“  for  raifing,  levying,  colleding,  paying,  and  applying  the  rates,  duties,  fubfi- 
“  dies,  and  impofitions,  by  this  aft  granted,  as  fully  and  effedlually,  to  all  in- 
“  tents  and  purpofes,  as  if  the  faid  provifions  were  particularly  repeated  and  re- 
“  enadted  in  the  body  of  this  prefent  adl. 

“  And  be  it  further  enadled  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  raw 
“  filk  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  china,  imported  after  the  faid  24th  of  June, 
“  fhall,  upon  the  exportation  thereof  from  this  kingdom,  be  intitled  to  and  re- 
“  ceive  the  fame  drawbacks  and  allowances  only,  as  are  now  by  law  diredted  to 
“  be  paid  upon  the  exportation  of  raw  filk  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  Italy  j 
“  any  law  or  ufage  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.” 


C  H  _  A  P.  XXI. 

'Petition  of  the  ssiA  compafiy  to  the  parliamerit  concerning  Persian  flk  to 
be' purchafed  in  Russia.  Adi  obtained  in  cofifequence  of  this  petition* 
'Remarks  on  this  adi,  Reflediiotis  on  induftry  and  labour^  and  the  perni¬ 
cious  confequences  of  idlenefs.  I'he  fatal  catafrophe  of  John  el  ton, 
which finijhes  the  hiftory  of  the  Caspian  trade. 

^  |'''HE  RUSSIA  company  finding  themfelves  thus  excluded  a  branch 
i  of  trade,  from  which  they  had  expedled  many  private  as  well  as 
national  benefits,  applied  their  thoughts  how  befi:  to  repair  this  injury : 
the  moil  natural  expedient  was  to  obtain  a  liberty  to  buy  the  fame  com¬ 
modity  in  RUSSIA,  which  they  could  not  any  longer  provide  in  the  north 
of  PERSIA,  at- lead:  not  to  tranfport  it  through  Russia  :  they  might  in¬ 
deed  purchafe  filk  in  Russia  to  tranfport  to  other  countries,  but  an  adl 
of  parliament  was  neceffary  for  the  importation  of  it  into  England. 
Hitherto  I  have  confidered  that  part  of  the  Russia  company  which  tra¬ 
ded  to  GHiLAN,  under  the  name  of  Caspian  traders;  little  now  re¬ 
mains  of  that  commerce  but  a  name:  I  will  not  however  prefume  to  al¬ 
ter  the  title»>which  thefe  merchants  gave  themfelves  in  the  petition  which 
they  now  made  to  the  parliament,  for  the  purpofe  above  mentioned. 


The 
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The  petition  of  the  merchants  of  London  trading  through  Russia 

into  PERSIA. 

“  Sheweth,  , 

HAT  your  petitioners  did  in  the  year  1741  obtain  an  adl  of 
parliament,  to  enable  them  to  import  Persian  raw  filk  by  the 
“  way  of  RUSSIA  from  Persia,  if  purchafed  there  with  the  produce  of 
“  BRITISH  woollens,  and  other  manufaitures.  Your  petitioners  having, 
in  confequence  of  the  faid  adt,  fent  into  Persia  about  200,000  1.  value 
in  BRITISH  manufadlures,  and  received  part  of  their  returns  in  Persian 
“  raw  filk,  are  now  prevented  by  the  many  revolutions  and  fatalities  which 
have  happened  in  Persia  dnce  the  commencernent  of  this  trade.  O- 
“  ther  accidents  alfo  have  intervened  to  obftrud  the  defign  as  at  firfl 
“  propofed,  his  majedy  not  having  any  minifter  at  the  court  of  Persia, 
“  to  protedt  our  fadlors,  his  majefty’s  fubjedts,  and  our  elfedts  in  that 
“  country,  which  gives  the  Russians  and  Armenians  very  great  advan- 
“  tage  over  us  your  petitioners. 

“  And  as  the  Russians  and  Armenians  do  bring  large  quantities  of 
“  PERSIAN  raw  filk  yearly  into  Russia,  which  cannot  be  purchafed  by 
‘‘  your  petitioners  to  be  fent  into  great  Britain,  the  prefent  adl  re- 
“  draining  all  imports  of  Persian  commodities  but  fuch  as  are  in  re¬ 
turn  of  goods  adlually  fold  in  Persia  ;  the  raw  dlk  in  qued:ion  is  there¬ 
fore  carried  to  Holland  by  the  Armenians,  and  woollen  goods  taken 
“  of  the  UNITED  provinces  in  return. 


cc 
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“  Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray,  that  in  order  not  to  lofe  fo 
‘‘  valuable  a  branch  of  trade,  as  that  of  importing  raw  dlk,  a  commo- 
“  dity  at  this  time  fo  much  wanted,  that  a  claufe  may  be  annexed  to  the 
bill  now  depending,  relating  to  the  importation  of  china  raw  dlk, 
“  to  permit  your  petitioners  to  import  Persian  raw  dlk  from  Russia, 
“  fubjedt  to  the  fame  reftridtions  as  they  have  done  from  Persia  by  the 
“  way  of  RUSSIA. 

**  And  your  petitioners,  &c.’'  * 
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In  confequence  of  this  application  the  following  feparate  ad  ^  was  ob¬ 
tained,  from  which  fome  happy  effeds  may  be  felt  as  foon  as  the  Per¬ 
sians  are  in  any  capacity  to  fend  a  fupply  of  filk  into  Russia  :  and  this 
will  probably  be  the  cafe  whenever  Persia  fhall  be  reftored  to  a  ftate  of 
tranquility. 

“  An  ad  for  permitting  raw  hlk  of  the  growth  of  Persia,  purchafed  In 
“  RUSSIA,  to  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  port  or  place 
“  belonging  to  Russia. 

“  TX7  HERE  AS  by  an  ad  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  prefent  majef- 
V  V  ty’s  reign  (intituled,  an  ad  for  opening  a  trade  to  and  from  Persi  a 
through  RUSSIA)  it  is  (amongft  other  things)  enaded,  that  from  and  after  the 
24th  day  of  June  1741,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  perfon  or 
perfons,  free,  or  to  be  free,  of  the  fellowfhip  of  English  merchants  for  difcovery 
“  of  new  trades,  commonly  called  the  Russia  company,  exclufive  of  all  others,  to 
bring  and  import  into  this  kingdom,  in  British  built  (hipping,  navigated  ac¬ 
cording  to  law,  from  any  port  or  place  of  or  belonging  to  the  czar  or  emperor 
“  of  RUSSIA,  raw  filk,  or  any  other  goods  or  commodities  of  the  growth,  pro¬ 
duce  or  manufadure  of  Persia  (provided  fuch  manufadure  be  made  of  the 
growth  or  produce  of  Persia)  being  purchafed  by  barter  with  woollen,  or  o- 
“  ther  manufadures,  goods  or  commodities,  exported  from  great  Britain  to 
“  RUSSIA,  and  from  thence  carried  into  Persia  (gold  and  filver  in  coin  or  bullion 
excepted)  or  with  the  produce  arifing  from  the  fales  of  fuch  manufadures, 
goods,  or  commodities,  fo  exported  to  Russia,  and  carried  into  persia,  as 
aforefaid,  and  not  otherwife :  and  it  is  by  the  faid  ad  alfo  further  enaded,  that 
“  no  filk,  or  other  produce,  commodities,  or  manufadures  of  Persia,  fhall  be 
“  imported  into  great  Britain  through  Russia,  by  virtue  of  the  faid  ad,  un- 
“  lefs  the  importer  or  importers  thereof  do  take  an  oath,  or  (being  of  the  people 
“  called  QUAKERS)  a  folemn  affirmation,  before  the  colledor,  cuftomer,  or  coinp- 
“  troller  of  his  majefly’s  cufloms  (who  are  by  the  faid  ad  impowered  to  adminiffer 
“  the  fame)  at  the  port  or  place  of  importation,  that,  to  the  befl  of  his-  or  their 
knowledge  and  belief,  the  filk,  and  other  the  produce,  commodities,  or  manu- 
“  fadures  of  Persia,  contained  in  his  or  their  entry  or  entries,  was  or  were  really 
“  and  truly  purchafed  by  barter  with  woollen,  or  other  manufadures,  goods,  or 
“  commodities,  exported  from  great  Britain  to  Russia,  and  from  thence  car- 

y  In  1750,  23d  year  of  his  majefly’s  reign. 
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“  ried  into  Persia  (not  being  gold  or  filver  in  coin  or  bullion)  or  with  the' produce 
“  arifing  from  the  fales  of  fuch  woollen,  or  other  manufadlures,  goods,  or  com- 
^  modities,  fo  exported  as  aforefaid,  and  not  othefwife  •,  and  that  in  default  of  tak- 
“  ing  fuch  oath  or  affirmation,  all  fuch  filk,  or  other  the  produce,  commodities, 

“  or  manufadlures  of  Persia,  fo  imported  from  Russia,  (hall  be  liable  to  be  feiz- 
ed  and  forfeited,  in  like  manner,  as  if  the  fame  had  been  imported  contrary  to 
“  the  acT:  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  fecond,  inti- 
“  tuled,  an  a6t  for  encouraging  and  encreafing  of  fhipping  and  navigation :  and 
“  whereas,  foon  after  the  commencement  of  the  faid  aft  made  in  the  fourteenth 
“  year  of  his  prefent  majefty’s  reign,  a  very  beneficial  trade  between  great  bri- 
“  TAIN  and  PERSIA,  through  Russia,  was  opened,  by  means  whereof  great  quan- 
“  titles  of  raw  filk,  and  other  the  goods  and  commodities,  of  the  growth,  pro- 
“  duce,  or  manufafture  of  Persia,  were  imported  into  this  kingdom,  in  return 
“  for  the  woollen  and  other  manufaftures,  goods,  and  commodities  of  great 
“  BRITAIN,  upon  much  eafier  and  more  advantageous  terms  than  fuch  filk,  and 
“  other  goods  and  commodities  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufafture  of  per- 
“  SI  A  could  have  been  otherwife  procured :  but  whereas  the  faid  trade  between 
“  GREAT  BRITAIN  and  PERSIA,  through  RUSSIA,  hath  been,  for  fome  time  pafir, 
“  interrupted,  the  fubj efts  of  great  Britain  not  having  been  of  late  permitted 
‘‘to  tranfport  British ' manufaftures,  goods,  and  commodities  into  persia, 
“  through  the  dominions  or  territories  of  or  belonging  to  the  empire  of  Russia, 
“  in  confequence  whereof  the  importation  of  raw  filk,  and  other  commodities  of 
“  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufafture  of  Persia,  from  Russia,  hath  been  dif- 
“  continued :  and  whereas  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  trade  of  this 
kingdom  in  general,  as  well  as  contribute  to  the  increafe  and  improvelment  of 
“  the  filk  manufaftures  in  particular,  if  raw  filk  of  the  growth  or  produce  of 
“  PERSIA,  purchafed  in  Russia,  were  permitted  to  be  imported  from  any  of  the, 
“  countries,  dominions,  or  territories  of  the  empire  of  Russia,  in  return  for 
“  woollen  and  other  manufaftures  exported  from  great  Britain  to  .Russia,  al- 
“  though  the  fame  be  not  carried  from  thence  into  Persia;  may  it  therefore  pleafc 
“  your  majefty  that  it  may  be  enafted,  and  be  it  enafted  by  the  king’s  mod:  ex- 
“  cellenc  majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and 
“  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  prefent  parliament  aflembled,  and  by  the  au- 
“  thority  of  the  fame,  that  from  and  after  the  24th  day  of  December  1750,  it 
“  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  perfon  or  perfons,  free  gr  to  be  free^  of 
“  the  faid  fellowffiip  of  English  merchants  for  difcovcry  of  new  trades,  common- 
“  ly  called,  the  Russia  company,  exclufive  of  all  others,  to  bring  and  import  in- 
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“  to  this  kingdom,  in  British  built  (hipping,  navigated  according  to  law,  from 
“  any  port  or  place  within  the  countries,  territories,  or  dominions  of  or  belong- 

ing  to  the  empire  of  Russia,  raw  filk  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  Persia, 
“  which  fliall  be  purchafed  by  barter  with  woollen  or  other  manufaftures,  goods, 
“  or  commodities  exported  from  great  Britain  to  Russia,  although  the  fame 
“  be  not  carried  from  thence  into  Persia,  (gold  and  filver  in  coin  or  bullion  ex- 
“  cepted)  or  with  the  produce  arifing  from  the  fale  of  fuch  manufafbures,  goods,’ 
“  or  commodities,  exported  from  great  Britain  to  Russia  as  aforefaid,  and  not 
«  otherwife,  upon  paying,  or  fecuring  to  be  paid,  the  cuftoms  and  other  duties 
“  now  payable  for  the  fame,  by  any  law  now  in  force,  according  to  fuch  rules, 
“  methods,  and  diredions,  and  in  the  fame  manner  and  form,  and  with  fuch  al- 
“  lowances,  abatements,  difcounts,  and  drawbacks,  and  under  fuch  penalties; 
“  forfeitures,  and  difabilities,  as  are  by  law  prefcribed  and  pradifed,  on  the  im- 
“  portation  of  raw  filk  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  Persia,  imported  into  this 
“  kingdom  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  levant  feas,  by  any  perfon  or  perfons 
“  free  of  the  levant  or  turkey  company;  any  thing  in  the  faid  ad  made  in  the 
“  fourteenth  year  of  his  prefent  majefty’s  reign,  or  in  the  faid  ad  made  in  the 
“  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  fecond,  intituled,  an  ad  for  en- 
“  couraging  and  increafing  of  flapping  and  navigation,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
“  (landing. 

“  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enaded,  that  no  filk,  of  the  growth  Or 
“  produce  of  Persia,  fliall  be  imported  into  great  Britain,  from  any  of  the 
“  countries,  dominions,  or  territories  of  or  belonging  to  the  empire  of  Russia, 
“  by  virtue  of  this  ad,  unlefs  the  importer  or  importers  thereof  do  make  oath, 
“  before  the  colledor,  cuftomer,  or  comptroller  of  his  majefty’s  cuftoms,  (who  are 
“•  hereby  impowered  and  required  to  adminifter  llich  oath)  at  the  port  or  place  of 
“  importation,  that  to  the  bed  of  his  or  their  knowledge  and  belief,  the  filk  con- 
“  tained  in  his  or  their  entry  or  entries  was  really  and  truly  purchafed  by  barter 
“  with  woollen  or  other  manufadures,  goods,  or  commodities,  exported  from 
“  great  BRITAIN  to, RUSSIA,  (not  being  gold  or  filver  in  coin  or  bullion)  or  with 
“  the  produce  arifing  from  the  fale  of  fuch  woollen,  or  other  manufadures,  goods, 
“  or  commodities,  fo  exported  as  aforefaid,  and  not  otherwife;  and  in  default  of 
“  making  fuch  oath,  all  fuch  filk  fo  imported  from  any  of  the  countries,  domi- 
“  nions,  or  territories  of  or  belonging  to  the  empire  of  Russia,  (hall  be  liable  to 
“  be  feized  and  forfeited,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  fame  had  been  imported  con- 

trary  to  the  faid  ad,  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles 

“  the 
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“  the  fecond,  intituled,  an  act  for  encouraging  and  increafing  of  flapping  and 
“  navigation. 

"'Provided  alfo,  that  nothing  herein  contained  (hall  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to 
"  extend,  to  deprive  the  corporation  of  the  united  company  of  merchants  of 
"  ENGLAND  trading  to  the  east  indies,  of  any  of  the  powers,  privileges,  fran- 
“  chifes,  and  benefits  which  do  or  lhall  belong  to  them,  or  which  they  could  or 
"  might  have  had  and  enjoyed  iiv  any  manner  whatfoever,  if  this  ad  had  not  been  ‘ 
"  made;  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding., 

"  And  be  it  flirther  enaded,  that  this  ad  fhall  be  deemed  a  publick  ad,  and  > 

fhall  be  judicially  taken  notice  of  as  fuch  by  all  judges,  juftices,  and  other  - 
"■  perfons  whatfoever,  without  fpecially  pleading  the  fame.-  ' 

I  prefume  it  is  meant  by  this  ad  to  reflrain  all  purchafes  of  filk  in  rus-' 
SI  A  to  the  produce  of  Persia  only,  for  the  words  of  the  ad  allow  no  ' 
more:  but  filk  of  the  growth  of  Greece  is  fometimes  brought  through 
VALACHiA  into  the  Ukraine,  and  from  thence  tranfported  to  St.  peters- 
'Burg,v  but  the  quality  does  not  anfwer.  It  may  be  neceffary  to  [obferve 
that  this  ad  has  been  explained  to  mean  filk  purchafed  with  the  produce 
of  BRITISH  manufadures  at  large ; -for  in  barter,  or  with. the  identical 
money  received  for  fuch- goods,  it 'is  hardly  pofTible.  This  ad  will  very 
'  much  favour  the  Armenians,  for  befides  the  encouragement  they  had 
to  bring  filk  from  /Persia  dnto  Russia,  either  to  tranfport  into  Holland 
for  their  own^ account,  or  to  fell  it  in  Russia  :  they  may  now  difpofe  of 
it  alfo  in  England,  and  by  being  naturalized,  may  alfo  import  fuch  filk 
into  this  kingdom  for  their  own  account,  as  one  of  them  has  already  dorie. 
The  advantages  this  bill  is  calculated  to  produce  are  many,  for  whoever 
receives  the  profit  of  -the  fird  fale,  the  more  there  is  brought  to  market 
the  cheaper  it  mu  ft  be  to  us.  , 

The  benefits  of  the  filk  manufadory  mud  "ever  appear  confiderable 
even  upon  the  mod  fuperficial  view,  when  it  is  confidered  that  a  pound 
of  16  ounces  of  the  plained  'manufadured  filk  is  commonly  worth  35 
or  40  fliillings,  and  that -rich  filks  incre'afe  in  proportion  to'  the  greater 
labour  which  is  bedowed-on  them.  The  great  pound  of  24  ounces, 
coding  21  ddllings;  the  fmall  pound  is  14  fliillings :  let  us  now  fee  what 

profit 
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profit  arifes  from  it,  and  how  much  it  increafes  in  value,  as  itpafles  through 
the  hands  of  the  feveral  workmen ;  and  here  the  charge  only  of  throw¬ 
ing  the  fmall  pound  is  5  s,  dying,  grain  colours  included,  on  a  medium 
is  2  s,  and  winding,  weaving,  &c.  los.  fo  that  allowing  i  s.  for  the  dy¬ 
ing  materials,  the  nation  gains  1 6  s,  at  leafl  on  every  pound  of  lilk  manu- 
fadured  here  and  exported  abroad,  and  in  fome  articles  much  more. 

'  To  inflance  only  in  one  particular,  a  pair  of  filk  gauze  ftockings  weighs 
about  2  i  ounces  of  filk,  which  computed  as  above,  is  2  s.  2  d.  and  20 
per  cent,  breakage,  and  other  contingencies  on  the  filk  is  lefs  than  3  s, 
and  yet  the  flockings  fell  for  9,  10,  or  12  s.  Thus  this  beneficial  branch 
of  commerce  gives  a  fubfiftance  to  the  induftrious  artificer,  and  enriches  * 
5 the  nation. 

Labour  is  the  parent  of  wealth,  and  the  nurfe  of  happinefs:  not  only  our 
riches,  but  our  fafety,  our  liberty,  and  all  our  domeflic  joys  are  founded 
-on  this  bafis  j  it  gives  ftrength  and  vigour  to  the  individual,  and  renders 
the  ftate  firm,  profperous  and  flourifhing.  The  mofl:  neceffary  produdi- 
ons  of  the  ea'th  are  not  fpontaneous^  our  very  mines  of  lead,  tin  and 
coal,  demand  the  afliflance  of  the  laborious  hand.  Happy  were  it  for  us 
if  we  had  more  of  the  diligent  and  laborious,  and  fewer  of  the  idle,  ef- 
'pecially  in  the  lower  clafs,  who  are  ftill  greater  prodigies  in  nature  than 
thofe,  who  becaufe  they  are  born  to  the  enjoyment  of  wealth,  give  them- 
felves  up  to  a  hate  of  indolence  and  dull  inactivity.  If  a  life  fpent  in 
generous  and  beneficent  adions  is  the  glory  and  honour  of  human  nature, 
the  community  of  which  we  are  a  part,  certainly  ought  to  partake  of  that 
generofity  and  beneficence.  Where  is  the  boafled  fuperiority  of  a  large 
fortune  if  this  great  end  is  neglected  ?  and  how  can  this  end  be  fo  effec¬ 
tually  anfwered,  as  by  employing  the  poor  ?  This  may  fometimes  be  dilh- 
cult  in  regard  to  things  of  real  ufe,  but  fuch  as  are  calculated  merely  for 
•employment  can  never  be  wanting:  thus  no  one  objed  will  be  dihreffed, 
nor  human  nature  difgraced  by  the  pernicious  confequences  of  idlenefs. 

Before  I  finifh  this  account  of  the  Caspian  commerce,  I  muh  pay 
^ny  tribute  to  the  memory  of  him  who  was  a  chief  inftrument  in  giving 

it  a  birth,,  and  confequently  afforded,  during  the  courfe  of  fourteen  years, 
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an  occafion  of  thofe  various  fcenes  which  the  judicious  reader  may  figure 
to  himfelf,  even  beyond  thofe  which  thefe  papers  reprefent.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  narrative  I  take  it  for  granted  that  I  have  given  feveral  indi¬ 
cations  of  the  common  weaknefs  of  mankind,  I  mean. a  refentment  of 
injuries:  elton  had  many  faults,  but  we  ought  to  remember,  that  as  no  - 
charadler  is  without  vice,  there  is  none  without  a  mixture  of  virtue  alfo; . 
that  this  virtue  might  often  be  called  forth  .to  adtion,  and  eradicate  its  • 
mixture  of  evil  qualities,  if  inftead  of  corroding  we  endeavoured  to  heal 
the  wounds  in  our  neighbour’s  good  name.  Human  virtue  ftands  on 
a  tottering  foundation,  and  fubjedt  to  be  blown  down  by  every  gufi:  of 
paffion;  and  it  is  an  eftablilhed  maxim  that  thofe  are  in  mofi:  danger  of  ‘ 
falling,  who  triumph  mofi:  in  their  ftrength.  When  we  come  to  fum  up  ■ 
the  amount  of  all  the  various  contefts  among  men,  we  muft  allow  this  to  > 
an  admonition  of  the  founded:  philofophy  and  mofi:  divine  religion;  “  Re- 
“  member  thy  end,  and  let  enmity  ceafe.”  To  court  that  which  is  un¬ 
grateful  to  us,  or  to  fly  from  what  we  love,  are  hard  lefiTons ;  but  in  many  ' 
cafes  they  are  efiential  to  our  happinefs :  and  this  we  are  fure  of,  that : 
the  forgivenefs  of  injuries  is  the  condition  of  divine  mercy. 

The  defire  of  a  good  name  after  death  is  a  great  incentive  to  virtuous  ^ 
adlions,  and  the  fear  of  infamy  mufi:  necelTarily  be  a  refiraint  upon  us  • 
in  our  commerce  with  the  world.  As  the  dead  cannot  vindicate  their  ’ 
own  caufe,  men  of  fentiments  will  therefore  be  tender  of  exhibiting  the 
dark  fide  of  the  charadter  of  thofe  perfons  who  are  now  no  more;  yet,  , 
for  the  reafon  I  have  jufi.  given,  I  think  there  is  more  humanity  than 
found  reafon  in  the  maxim,  “  that  we  fiiould  never  fpeak  ill  of  the  dead.”  ' 

Mr.  ELTON  is  dead,  and  I  hope  his  fufferings  will  atone  for  the  errors 
of  his  life.  The  curious  reader  will  now  be  inquifitive  if  in  a  country  rent 
with  civil  wars,  where  the  fon  is  tearing  out  the  entrails  of  his  father,  a 
man  of  elton’s  enterprizing  genius  could  make  his  exit  in  a  natural  way? 

■  After  the  defirudtion  of  nadir,  and  his  fucceffors  adil  shah,  ibrahim 
MYRZA,  and  other  pretenders  to  the  diadem,  elton  fiill  fupported  him¬ 
felf.  The  PERSIANS  at  length  having  no  king  whom  the  people  thought 
proper  to  obey,  the  elders  of  ghilan  took  the  people  under  their  care, 
in  form  of  an  arifiocracy  :  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  hahdgee  seffie,  the 
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'fame ''man  who  was  nadir’s  agent  in  Russia  for  commercial  affairs,  and 
HAHDGEE  GEMAL,  to  be  ruling  lords.  This  province  was  notconfider- 
able  enough  to  fupport  itfelf  long;  however  they  levied  forces,  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  oppofe  the  invader  mahommed  hassan  ^  khan.  Mr.  el- 
ton,  who  it  is  prefumed  had  a  correfpondence  with  this  khan,  refufed 
fubmiffion  to  the  two  elders,  of  whofe  good-will  towards  him  he  had 
reafon  to  be  diftruflful ;  finding  alfo  that  mahommed  hassan  was  com¬ 
ing  to  his  relief,  he  determined,  after  the  example  of  Charles  XII.  of 
SWEDEN,  at  bender,  to  garrifon  his  houfe  and  fiand  a  fiege  :  he  had  in- 
,  deed  a  better  fituation  for  defence,  and  a  weaker  enemy  than  the  king, 
but  not  ftrength  fufficient  to  hold  out  long;  he  therefore  capitulated  with 
HAHDGEE  GEMAL  for  the  fafety  of  his  perfon  and  effeds,  but  the  hahd- 
GEE,  like  a  genuine  Persian,  regardlefs  of  his  word,  feized  elton’s 
.effeds;  and  to  compleat  the  villany,  condemned  him  to  be  hanged. 
They  were  leading  him  to  execution  when  news  arrived  that  saun  beg, 
one  of  the  chief  captains  of  the  elder’s  army,  was  gone  over  with  all  the 
forces  under  him,  to  mahommed  hassan  khan.;  this  brought  every  thing 
into  confufion  on  the  part  of  the  elders,  who  were  themfelves  obliged 
to  fiy ;  but  they  carried  el  ton  along  with  them  to  fomin.  It  was 
thought  that  this  change  of  affairs  would  create  fome  commiferation  in 
the  breafi:  of  the  elders,  but  they  who^had  'been  fuch  villains  as  to  commit 
a  breach  of  faith  in  the  capitulation,  were  now  fired  with  refentment, 
which  it  is  probable  was  increafed  by  thofe  who  dreaded  elton’s  genius 
and  capacity;  at  leaf!  ’tis  certain  he  became  afacrifice,  and  in  April  1751 
was  {hot  to  death.  Both  the  hahdgees  fell  afterwards  into  the  hands 
of  the  conqueror  mahommed  hassan  khan,  who  refented  elton's 
fdeath  fo  highly,  as  to  threaten  them  with  the  fame  fate. 

Thus  fell  the  man  whofe  life  had  been  a  continued  fcene  of  adven¬ 
tures,  but  in  nothing  fo  important  as  the  {hare  he  had  in  renewing,  I 
might  fay  opening  this  trade,  fo  remarkable  in  all  its  parts,  and  attended 
•with  fuch  a  variety  of  incidents. 


®  This  is  the  fame  name  .as  that  of  the  chief  of  the  rebellion  of  astrabad  in  i744>  ^  believe 


js  the  fame  perfon. 


PART 


!■ 

i 


(  I2I  ) 

r  ■  ■  ■■"  ;  >  >  "  ■  . .  . . -  ■■■  ■ 


PART  ir. 

A 

SUCCINCT  VIEW 

OF  THE 

BRITISH  TRADE  AND  FACTORY,  ALSO 
OF  THE  RUSSIAN  COURT  AT  St. 
PETERSBURG. 

CHAP.  -XXII. 

Remarks  on  the  profejjion  of  a  merchant  in  general.  A  fuccinSi  view  of 
the  BRITISH  faBory  and  trade  of  St.  Petersburg,  with  refleBions  on 
the  want  of  indufry.  Of  the  coins^  weights  and  meafures  in  Russia. 


HOUGH  it  is  common  for  mankind  to  look  on  the  commercial 
I  ■  intercourfe  of  the  world,  in  no  other  light  than  as  an  employ¬ 
ment  calculated  for  the  fupport  of  life,  or  a  means  of  amaffing 
wealth;  yet  if  we  extend  our  thoughts  a  little  farther,  and  take  in  the 
numerous  connedions  and  dependencies  arifing  from  that  intercourfe,  ei¬ 
ther -at  home  or  abroad,  we  may  eaiily  difcover  that  it  deferves  a  high 
degree  of  refped,  fince  it  tends  to  promote  all  the  pleafures  of  humanity: 
and  probably  from  hence  It  was,  that  merchants  were  called  the  ho¬ 
nourable  OF  the  earth,  when  nations  were  much  more  ignorant  of 
each  other  than  they  are  at  prefent. 


It  is  true  every  day’s  experience  proves  how  dangerous  an  objed  money 
is,  becaufe  we  fee  it  fo  often  employed  more  as  the  indrument  of  vice 
and  immorality  than  of  virtue  and  true  pleafure ;  when  inflead  of  hav¬ 
ing  a  rational  eheem  for  It,  as  'the  means  of  good,  we  fufi'er  it  to  creep 
VoL.  11  into 
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into  the  heart  and  fpoil  the  morals.  But  without  entering  into  the  evils 
arifing  from  an  inordinate  love  of  money,  the  merchant  whofe  mind  is 
flrong  enough  to  purfue  gain  without  indulging  any  anxious  fears,  and 
without  forgetting  the  more  effential  duties  of  life,  is  in  a  happy  employ¬ 
ment,  was  it  only  for  this  reafon,  that  there  are  but  few  callings  fo  free 
and  independent.  Guilt  indeed  dicks  very  clofe  to  buying  and  fel- 
“  ling,  as  clofe  as  the  nail  which  is  driven  between  two  ftonesj”  fo  it 
was  thought  by  a  very  wife  man  about  two  thoufand  years  ago,  and  I 
am  afraid  the  cafe  is  not  altered  for  the  better.  I  have  heard  that  the 
GREEK  ftates  of  old  were  fenfible  of  this,  and  excluded  merchants  from 
all  public  employments  upon  a  fuppolition  that  their  profeffion  was 
Eot  confident  with  that  dignity  and  inflexible  integrity  which  they  thought 
elTential  to  the  character  of  a  magiftrate.  Perhaps  the  general  corruption 
of  manners  in  after-ages,  might  have  at  length  determined  thofe  dates  to 
admit  of  merchants  in  common  with  men  of  other  profedions.  Every 
condition  of  life  is  expofed  to  temptations  peculiar  to  it,  and  I  think  it  is 
more  eafy  for  a  merchant  religioufly  to  obferve  the  laws  of  judice,  than 
for  a  foldier,  whofe  duty  bids  him  fpill  another  man’s  blood,  to  purfue 
without  anger  or  revenge,  and  to  kill  without  cruelty ;  or  for  a  lawyer  ta 
forfake  the  glittering  fee,  and  procure  a  difpatch  of  the  caufe  of  his  cli¬ 
ent  at  the  hazard  of  his  own  fupport. 

It  is  a  common  obfervation  that  people  are  to  be  known  only  by  fo- 
cial  intercourfe,  and  indeed  it  ought  in  all  reafon  to  be  prefumed  that 
this  is  the  bed  means  of  arriving  to  a  real  knowledge  of  characters,  and 
of  learning  how  far  perfons  may  be  mentioned  with  honour,  without 
deviating  from  truth:  but  on  the  other  hand  it  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
mod.  difficult  tafks  to  be  intirely  impartial  with  refpedl  to  thofe  with 
whom  we  have  fupported  a  good  correfpondency  for  a  courfe  of  years. 
Prejudices  will  naturally  arife  in  the  mind,  and  fome  of  thefe  are  rather 
amiable  than  odious.  Thefe  general  remarks  may  ferve  as  a  preface  to  the 
mention  I  am  going  to  make  concerning  fome  of  my  particular  friends, 
TheB  RiTiSH  fadlors  in  St.  Petersburg  are  generally  well  edeemed  by 
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the  natives  of  Russia,  and  acquire  fortunes  which  fome  of  them  of  late 
years  have  been  wife  enough  to  preferve.  'They  inhabit  the  beft  houfes 
on  the  banks  of  the  neva,  and  are  hofpitable,  not  to  fay  magnificent  in 
their  way  of  life,  keeping  pace  with  the  luxury  of  men  of  fuperior  for¬ 
tunes  at  home;  but  the  reader  who  has  not  been  abroad,  mufl  obferve 
that  the  British  fadlories  in  general  make  a  better  figure  than  thofe  of 
any  other  nation, '  which  may  be  confidered  as  a  fort  of  compenfation 
for  the  voluntary  banilhment  which  they  fuffer  from  tlje  befi:  of  coun-  • 
tries  in  the  world.  This  indeed  may  fometimes  be  a  means  of  prolong¬ 
ing  that  banifhment,  and  of  creating  a  fondnefi  to  a  foreign  country,  in 
prejudice  of  the  love  which  they  ought  to  have  for  their  own;  however 
this  generous  way  of  life  gives  them  an  influence  and  afcendency  in  the 
countries  where  they  refide,  and  helps  to  fupport  the  national  interefi:  and 
honour. 

The  BRITISH  fadors  in  St.  Petersburg,  as  may  be  obferved  in  all 
fmall  focieties,  contribute  much  to  each  other’s  amufement,  and  are  now 
become  fober  and  virtuous,  as  well  as  more  elegant  in  manners  than  in 
times  paft,  when  they  were  debauched  and  low  in  their  pleafures;  and 
though  calumny  and  detra£lion  feem  to  be  the  more  peculiar  growth  of 
fuch  focieties,  it  does  not  reign  amongfi:  them  in  any  remarkable  degree : 
the  clafhing  of  interefis,  and  the  corruption  of  manners,  which  the  pe¬ 
cuniary  affairs  of  the  world  generally  create,  is  very  apt  to  exclude  the 
pleafures  of  friendflfip,  pleafures  which  cannot  be  bought  with  gold.  I 
thank  providence  it  was  my  fortune  in  Russia  to  enjoy  thefe  alfo,  in 
my  much  honoured  friend  Mr.  george  peters,  one  of  the  rnofl  con- 
fiderable  factors  in  that  city, 

I  fhall  now  make  a  few  general  remarks  in  regard  to  the  commercial 
interefi;  of  Russia,  The  productions  of  the  earth,  and  foreign  trade  are 
acknowledged  to  be  the  great  fources  from  whence  the  riches  of  every  na¬ 
tion  proceed:  Russia  has  made  great  firides  in  the  improvement  of  her 
commerce  for  feveral  years  pafi,  enjoying  fome  advantages  beyond  any  other 
nation :  the  number  and  greatnefs  of  her  rivers  open  a  communication  almofi 
to  every  part  of  the  globe,  but  particularly  within  her  own  extended  domi- 
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nions.  As  to  timber,  hemp,  and  iron,  which  are  the  inftrumental  caufes 
of  trade  j  no  country  in  the  world  produces  a  greater  quantity,  which  is 
a  natural  confequence  of  the  cheapnefs  of  land  and  labour;  the  former 
of  thefe  GREAT  BRITAIN  cnjoys  in  her  American  dominions,  though 
not  the  latter)  but  if  we  have  occafion  for  the  commodities  of  Russia, 
that  empire  has  the  great  fource  of  her  revenues  in  the  trade  which  this 
ifland  carries  on  with  her  fubjects. 

Hemp,  which  20  years  hnce  was  hardly  worth  five  rubles  the  berque- 
viTz^,  of  late  years  has  been  about  twice  that  value)  the  increafe  of 
iilver  makes  money  every  year  lefs  valuable:  as  they  can  afford  this  ar¬ 
ticle  in  St.  PETERSBURG  at  6  or  7  rubles,  they  will  certainly  bring  e- 
nough  of  it  to  market  fo  long  as  they  can  obtain  8  or  9.  Iron  is  alfo 
a  very  improveable  article)  they  have  both  wood,  hands  and  oar  in  Si¬ 
beria  fudicient  to  make  a  quantity,  which  would  depreciate  the  value 
of  the  SWEDISH  iron,  raife  their  rivalfhip  and  competition  with  the  swedes 
in  this  important  article  of  the  revenues  of  that  nation,  and  at  the  fame 
time  greatly  augment  thofe  of  the  Russian  empire.  But  by  a  certain  fa¬ 
tality  which  prevails  in  every  country  in  fome  inflance  or  other,  the  Russian 
government  for  a  courfe  of  years  has  preferred  a  profit  of  about  15,000  1. 
on  5000  tuns,  to  near  twice  that  advantage  which  they  might  have  had  to 
all  appearance,  though  the  price  fhould  have  been  reduced,  had  the  quan¬ 
tity  been  more  than  doubly  augmented.  The  great  difficulty  was,  in  whofe 
hands  to  lodge  an  increafe  of  power  in  that  diftant  country,  Siberia.  It  is 
not  40  years  fince  the  Russians  began  to  open  iron  mines,  and  yet  in  the 
year  1750  they  exported  20,000  tuns:  the  ordinary  annual  export  may 
^now  be  called  12  or  15,000  tuns,  which  is  fo  much  more  in  favour  of 
the  RUSSIANS,  as  the  Swedish  forges,  for  thefe  few  years  pafi,  have  not 
produced  fo  much  by  one  third  as  formerly. 

The  encouragement  given  to  our  American  colonies  in  regard  to  iron, 
has  produced  fome  good  effects,  the  quantity  of  pig  iron  imported  from 
thence  being  encreafed )  and  as  there  is  no  want  in  that  country  of  oar  or 

»  Or  61.  per  tun  firft  coft  in  St.  Petersburg.  The  queftion  is,  whether  with  regard  to 

the  ballance  of  power  in  the  north,  the  swedes  are  not  poor  enough  in  all  confcience. 
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wood  to  work  it  up,  it  ought  to  be  prefumed  that  we  might  make  a 
conhderable  progrefs  towards  equalling  our  European  neighbours.  In 
ENGLAND  it  is  true  the  quantity  made  does  not  fall  fliort  of  10,000  tuns, 
which  is  a  vaft  objedl  confidering  the  fcarcity  of  wood.  What  a  field 
for  frefh  employment  would  not  this  ifland  open,  if  all  the  wafte  lands 
were  planted  with  whatever  kind  of  wood  might  be  mod  welcome  to  the 
foil ;  and  if  our  rivers  were  in  general  made  more  navigable  for  the  tranf- 
portation  of  fuch  wood,  would  not  this  enlarge  the  fcene  of  commerce, 
and  afford  advantages  in  almod' every fhape  ?  In  America  we  want  people‘s : 
there  are  then  two  countries,  and  a  branch  of  commerce  of  great  extent, 
with  numerous  appendages  to  employ  the  poor,  to  banifh  idlenefs  the  root 
of  all  evil,  and  to  encreafe  the  riches  of  the  nation.  By  this  means  the 
heavy  tax  for  the  poor’s  rates  alfo  might  be  alleviated;  for  of  thofe  who 
are  fupported  by  charity,  numbers  certainly  are  capable  of  work.  We  do 
not  feem  to  want  knowledge,  but  induftry  is  not  known  to  many  thou- 
fands,  as  the  flreets  and  the  gallows  give  daily  proof.  In  cafes  of  this  na¬ 
ture  mercy  is  cruelty,  for  he  who  can  work  and  will  not,  but  lives  on  the 
induftry  of  others,  is  next  to  him  who  deprives  the  induftrious  of  the  fruits 
of  their  labour  by  violence.  If  lefs  indulgence  was  fliown  the  poor, 
who  upon  examination  are  found  capable  of  labour,  and  methods  for 
their  employment  at  the  fame  time  propofed  to  them,  the  evils  we  now 
fuffer  muft  gradually  decreafe.  We  are  liberal  in  fubfcriptlons  of  every 
kind  of  charity:  fuppofing  a  fubfcription  was^on  foot  for  cultivating  cer¬ 
tain  lands,  to  be  obtained  by  purchafe  or  grant  under  certain  conditions, 
planting  of  others,  making  certain  rivers  navigable,  and  the  like :  fup¬ 
pofing  alfo  men  of  great  fortunes  were  to  appropriate  a  certain  fliare  of 
their  large  revenues  to  fuch  works  within  their  own  property,  further  em¬ 
ployment  might  be  yet  found  in  this  ifland,  fmall  as  it  is,  for  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  people. 

The  ordinary  computation  of  the  Russian  general  export  from  St.  . 
PETERSBURG  is  three  millions  of  which  the  British  fubjeds  in  rus- 

The  fame  complaint  is  made  at  home  ;  why  then  does  not  the  government  difcountenance  the  ufc 
of  fpirituous  liquors,  and  give  fome  encouragement  to  matrimony  among  the  working  poor  ? 

**  In  1750,  the  exports  were  four  millions  .of  rubles,  or  880,000 1.  value. 
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SI  A  take  off  two,  confifting  chiefly  in  hemp,  flax,  iron,  hog’s  bridles, 
hare  fkins,  hempen  and  flaxen  manufadures,  Russia  leather,  and  o- 
ther  articles.  The  ordinary  imports  of  the  Russians  were  two  millions, 
confiding  in  indigo,  cochineal,  lead,  pewter,  tin,  wrought  filks,  gold 
and  filver  lace,  toys,  cotton  and  linnen  manufadures,  woollens  and  wines. 
The  RUSSIANS  receive  the  ballance  in  their  favour  in  filver  and  gold,  of 
which  part  is  a  fum  of  about  500,000  filver  rixdollars,  of  the  coin  of 
the  UNITED  PROVINCES  j  thefe  do  not  however  pafs  current  in  Russia, 
but  the  duties  on  goods  mud  be  paid  in  them  at  a  certain  rate,  accord¬ 
ing  to  weight.  The  confumption  of  the  Russians  is  fo  far  increafed 
with  their  acquifitions  by  commerce,  that  they  import  now  more  than 
ufual,  but  the  English  have  dill  above  a  million  ballance  againd  them. 

It  feems  to  be  a  maxim  edablidied  in  all  countries  where  commerce  has 
made  any  progrefs,  that  the  value  of  exports  mud  exceed  that  of  the  im¬ 
ports,  for  otherwife  the  ballance  mud  neceflfarily  be  paid  in  money :  a- 
gaind  this  the  Russians  have  taken  the  precaution  of  making  it  death  to 
export  their  coin  5  nor  is  any  plate  or  bullion  exportable  without  exprefs 
permiflion.  1  have  already  obferved  that  in  countries  polTelTed  of  filver 
or  gold  mines,  money  may  be  confidered  as  a  commodity  j  but  even  in 
thefe  countries  we  do  not  find  fuch  great  wealth  as  where  the  only  refource 
is  in  the  indudry  of  numbers  of  working  people,  and  in  thofe  produdions 
of  the  earth,  which  beings  efifential  to  the  fupport  of  mankind,  are  really 
more  intrinfically  worth  than  filver,  gold,  or  precious  dones. 

When  a  people  are  defirous  of  foreign  productions,  and  efpecially  ar- 
tticles  of  luxury,  if  they  do  not  exert  themfelves  to  pay  for  fuch  com¬ 
modities  by  their  labour,  and  the  produce  of  their  own  lands,  they  mud 
be  impoveriflied,  and  in  danger  of  ruin.  The  augmentation  of  the  re¬ 
venues  of  RUSSIA,  which  I  fihall  have  occafion  to  mention,  ought  to  be 
imputed  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  increafe  of  her  trade  for  fome  years 
,  pad.;  and  the  increafe  of  her  national  wealth  to  the  great  annual  ballance 
in  her  favour,  of  one  million  of  rubles  \  Under  arbitrary  governments 
there  wants  nothing  but  the  confent  of  the  fovereign  to  edablidi  a  fump- 
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tuary  lawj  and  even  in  limited  monarchies,  the  example  of  a  king  can 
work  furpridng  things:  in  countries  where  people  begin  to  fhow  a  great 
paffion  for  a  vain  and  luxurious  life,  the  more  early  fuch  a  law  takes 
place,  the  more  eafy  they  will  find  the  refb*aint. 

The  interior  trade  of  Russia  is  certainly  very  much  augmented,  and 
the  commerce  they  carry  on  with  the  tartars  and  other  frontier  na-- 
tions,  is  a  confiderable  objedtj  as  Russia  fometimes  receives  a  large 
quantity  of  foreign  filver  and  gold  from  thofe  nations,  in  exchange  ei¬ 
ther  for  her  own  or  foreign  produdions.  I  will  not  undertake  from 
an  impulfe  of  my  good'wilhes/  to  determine  what  articles  Russia  fhould' 
be  cautious  of  importing j  but  thofe  of  the  produce  of  great  Britain- 
are  either  efientially  necelTary  to  her,  or  fuch  as  die  can  never  fuffer 
by:  I  fpeak  not  of  the  major  part  of  them,  for  I  think  not  one  article, , 
EVEN  OUR  ALE,  but  tends  to  the  good -of  the  Russians;  not  to  men¬ 
tion  the  great  advantages  to  Russia  of  the  riga  and  narva  trade 
with-GREAT  BRITAIN  and  IRELAND.-  As  our  RUSSIAN  trade  is  well 
condudled,  I  diall  pafs  it  over,  obferving  only  that  in  whatever  light  it  is  - 
confidered,  it  ought  to  be  a  means  of  eltablifhing  a  perpetual  friendfhip 
between  this  nation  and  the  Russian  empire.  I  fhall  now  conclude  this  - 
-  chapter  with  a  fuccind  account  of  the  Russian  coins,  weights,  andi 
meafures.  ^ 

It  is  remarkable  that  when  the  Russian  trade  began  to  flouridi,  and’ 
for  fome  time  after,  their  ruble,  which  w^as  intrinfically  worth  no  more 
than  39  current  divers  of  Holland,  was  eftimated'  on  exchange  at  70 
current  divers,  and  the  price  of  their  commodities  regulated  accordingly 
in  the  merchants  calculation  of  them:  at  length  it  was  reduced  to  '50, 
and  from  49  to  50  it  has  dood  for  many  years.  The  Russian  ruble 
has  too- confiderable  an  alloy  to  encourage  the  exportation,  but  it  is  not  fo 
bafe  as  to  induce  any  piratical  traders  to  bring  falfe  coin  into  the  country: 

I  fpeak  of  the  filver  money.  But  by  an  error  in  politics  in  a  late 
reign,  the  want  of  money  induced  the  government  to  make  a  copper 
coin  of  5  CO  peeks  value,  which  was  not  intrinfically  worth  2;  the  confe- 
quence  of  which  was,  that  fome  millions  of  this  coin  was  run  in  upon 
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them,  particularly  by  the  jews  of  Poland j  fo  that  at  length,  in  the 
year  1744,  45  and  46,  the  government  wifely  reduced  the  value  each 
year  a  copeek,  and  it  now  Hands  at  2  copeeks.  They  keep  accounts  in 
-rubles  and  copeeks,  100  copeeks  to  a  ruble  and  their  old  way  of  reck¬ 
oning  yet  in  the  greateft  ufe,  as  it  is  in  fome  parts  of  Germany,  is  with 
beads  on  wires,  which  they  work  without  pen  and  ink. 

The  ruble,  which  is  the  principal  coin,  is  alfo  divided  into  halves, 
quarters,  *  and  tenths,  which  laft  they  call  greevens :  they  had  formerly 
filver  copeek  pieces,  but  thefe  were  too  intrinfically  good  to  continue  long 
in  the  country,  and  were  at  length  called  in.  They  have  a  gold  coin  of  2 
rubles  value,  but  not  in  abundance;  alfo  ducats  of  the  prefent  empress’s 
coin  which  vary  in  price,  but  are  never  under  2  ^  rubles.  In  copper  they 
'have,  belides  the  2  copeeks  already  mentioned,  denidikas,  or  half  a  co¬ 
peek,  and  poluflikas,  or  quarters. 

THEIR  DRY  MEASURE  IS 

4  Wocemik  — :  —  —  i  chetwerit  =  4  of  an  English  pack. 

8  Chetwerits  —  ‘ —  —  i  chetworth  ordinarily,  computed  =  to 
23  to  24  pecks,  or  6  bulhels  English. 


LIQUID  xMEASURE. 

‘8  Kruiliquas  —  —  —  i  wedro — 13  English  quarts. 

1  -iWedros  —  ' —  i  ftakan  ^ 

2  Stakans  —  —  —  i  anchor. 

6  Anchors  —  —  —  1  hogfhead. 


WEIGHTS. 

I  Zalotnick  —  —  —  =2dwts.  17  grains  4  English. 

3  Dittos  —  —  —  —  I  lote. 

32  Lotes  —  —  —  I  pound. 

e  Which  I  have  already  mentioned  to  be  worth  about  4  s.  3  d.  ^  Stakan  in  the  common  ufe 

lif  the  word  fignifies  a  glafs. 


40  Pounds 
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40  Pounds  —  —  —  —  I  pood,  36  lbs.  ditto. 

10  -Poods  .  I  berquewitz. 

63  Poods  —  —  —  —  I  tun  ditto.  . 

But  the  ENGLISH  hundred  generally  comes  net  to  1231  Russian 
pounds. 


CHAP.  XXIII. 


I’he  heads  of  fever  al  remarkable  events  in  Russia.  A  Jhort  account  of  the 

city  and  court  of  St.  Petersburg  hi  general^  alfo  of  fome  of  the  great 
perfonages  who  compofe  it.  Modern  tajie  of  building  in  Russia, 


Nothing  is  more  common  than  to  be  ignorant  of  that  which 
we  have  had  a  good  opportunity  of  learning,  but  particularly  in 
the  inflance  of  an  accurate  inquiry  into  things  relating  to  a  place  which 
a  man  confiders  as  his  home.  I  was  five  years  in  Russia,  and  yet  except 
in  mercantile  affairs,  which  I  do  not  think  neceflary  to  mention  further, 
I  am  not  qualified  to  relate  half  fo  much  as  I  have  faid  of  Persia,  nor 
did  it  fall  fo  much  into  my  tafte.  When  we  are  confined  to  a  fpot,  cu- 
riofity  naturally  flags ;  or  if  we  are  undiflinguifhed  in  the  croud,  there  is 
feldom  that  ambition  which  impels  our  defires  after  knowledge:  befides 
the  pleafures  and  bufinefs  of  life  engroffed  fuch  a  fliare  of  my  time,  as 
admitted  not  any  deep  inquiries,  and  as  I  was  not  on  a  journey,  I  kept 
no  journal. 


With  regard  to  Russia  at  large*  the  feveral  modern  hiflories  and  ac¬ 
counts  of  it  would  alfo  render  my  labour  of  little  ufc.  The  mofl:  remark¬ 
able  events  which  happened  there,  from  the  time  of  my  arrival  till  I  left 
it,  was  the  peace  with  Sweden  j  -the  marriage  of  the  great  duke;  the  de¬ 
feat  of  french  intrigues;  the  alliance  with  great  Britain,  the  em- 
prefs  of  GERMANY,  and  the flates  of  the  united  provinces;  the  march 
of  the  RUSSIAN  forces  to  the  afliflance  of  the  allies;  and  laflily,  the  down- 
fal  of  count  lestock;  of  which  events  I  fhould  not  chufe  to  give  a  fe- 
fecret  hiftory,  if  I  knew  more  than  what  the  gazettes  relate.  The  court 
VoL.  II.  R  of 
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of  St.  PERERSBURG  has  long  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the 
rnofl  brilliant  in  europe,  but  I  cannot  fay  whether  it  be  now  exactly  true. 
In  the  reign  of  the  late  emprefs  ann,  the  countenance  which  foreigners 
received,  added  much  to  the  fplendid  appearance  of  the  court,  and  no 
doubt  fomething  to  the  politenefs  of  it.  Rich  cloaths  are  ftill  the  palJion 
of  the  RUSSIANS,  and  though  fumptuary  laws  have  been  often  talked  of, 
and  faid  to  be  elTential  to  the  good  of  the  Rate,  and  have  even  been 
at  certain  times  carried  into  execution  j  yet  fome  incident  or  other  Rill 
made  a  pompous  appearance  neceRary,  or  agreeable  to  the  fovereign. 

There  are  fome  courts  in  Europe  which  feem  to  adopt  this  as  a  prin¬ 
ciple,  that  the  more  money  courtiers  fpend,  the  lefs  will  be  their  riches, 
and  confequently  the  greater  their  dependance^.  In  ENGEANn  we 
think  the  richer  the  fubjeds,  the  more  able,  and  confequently*  it  may 
be  prefumed,  the  more  willing  they  are  to  ferve  the  Rate.  Of  all 
the  pompous  Riows  in  Russia,  the  appearance  made  upon  the  great 
duke's  marriage,  in  cloaths  and  equipage,  was  the  moR  magnificent,  and 
anfwered  the  higheR  idea  that  can  well  be  formed  of  the  fplendor  of  any 
court  A  man  may  travel  over  the  world  during  a  long  life,  without 
feeing  any  thing  comparable  to  it:  it  was  in  general  very  grand,  and  ele¬ 
gantly  conducted,  but  part  of  it  was  demonRrative  of  a  very  whimfical 
turn  in  one  of  the  grandees,  monfieur  nariskin,  whom  I  have  menti¬ 
oned  as  miniRer  at  the  British  court  in  1743,  and  now  under-marRial 
to  the  EMPRESS ;  he  had  a  coach  in  a  grotefque  taRe,  the  back  and  front  as 
well  as  the  fides  of  which  were  of  looking-glafs.  But  it  is  not  in  external 
embelliRiments  only  for  which  the  Russians  begin  to  diRinguiRi  them- 
felves :  two  poets  have  lately  Rarted  up  as  it  were  from  a  Rate  of  dark- 
nefs,  and  wrote  tragedies  according  to  the  modern  dramatic  rules:  they 
have  alfo  tranfiated  lord  anson’s  voyage,  telemachus,  and  feveral  o- 
ther  books  into  the  Russian  language,  and  bid  fair  to  Riine  as  bright  as 
fp  northern  a  hemifphere  can  be  yet  fuppofed  to  admit. 

*  See  remark  m  vol.  I.  p.  254.  ^  For  a  particular  defcription  of  this  ceremony,  I  refer  the 

reader 'to  the  periodical  memoirs  of  thofe  times. 
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With  regard  to  the  great  perfonages  in  Russia,  the  emprefs  Eliza¬ 
beth  PETRowNA,  daughter  of  peter  the  great,  by  his  emprefs 
CATHERINE,  was  bom  the  29th  of  December  1709,  and  began  her 
reign  the  6th  of  December  1741J  being  reftored  to  the  throne  on  which 
her  father  fat,  by  a  revolution  in  many  inftances  amazing,  and  of  which 
the  hiftorians  o^  our  age  have  doubtlefs  prefer ved  the  memoiy.  This  is 
one  of  the  mod  accompliihed  ladies  of  her  rank,  nor  was  her  perfon  lefs 
amiable :  time,  which  wears  off  the  charms  of  youth,  has  rendered  her 
corpulent,  but  fhe  is  yet  very  active,  dances,  hunts,  and  rides  on  horfe- 
back :  on  certain  days  flie  appears  in  men’s  cloaths,  particularly  on  the 
day  of  her  acceffion  to  tlie  throne,  when  flie  treats  her  life-company  of 
grenadiers  at  fupper  in  the  grand  faloon  of  the  palace,  and  fits  at  table 
with  her  officers,  in  regimentals  as  tlieir  colonel,  in  which  fhe  makes  an 
agreeable  figure.  This  company,  for  flature,  comelinefs,  and  the  ele¬ 
gance  of  their  drefs,  is  hardly  exceeded  by  any  troops  in  Europe.  The  t 
EMPRESS  is  in  every  inflance  gracious  to  an  extreme:  the  great  tendernefs/ 
of  her  heart,  or  fome  other  caufe,  has  even  forbid  the  execution  of  ma-\ 
lefa(5tors  of  whatever  denomination,  fo  that  it  is  faid  there  have  been  in  ’ 
different  parts  of  the  empire  near  30,000  criminals  in  prifon  at  one  and  ' 
the  fame  time  j  but  this,  among  many  good  actions,  is  a  fpecies  of  mercy 
which  neither  her  fubjed:s  nor  foreigners  pretend  to  underftand. 

Clofe  to  the  admiralty,  where  fliips  of  war  are  built,  is  a  magnificent 
.palace,  fituated  near  the  center  of  the  city  on  the  fouth  bank  of  the  Ne¬ 
va  ;  and  in  the  eaftern  part  is  the  fummer  palace  and  garden,  abounding 
in  choice  ftatues  and  delicious  walks  j  yet  being  a  dead  flat,  it  can  produce 
but  little  variety.  The  theatre  which  was  a  very  large  edifice  of  wood,  was 
lately  burnt  down,  and  another  fmaller  near  the  fummer  palace  is  built : 
here  Italian  operas  and  french  comedies  are  adted  at  the  expence  of 
the  EMPRESS,  into  which  foreigners  who  ma!:e  any  appearance,  are  ad¬ 
mitted:  the;  operas  were  revifed  and  fometimes  compofed  by  fignior  bo¬ 
ne  cm,  the  poet  laureat,  a  man  whofe  politenefs  and  goodnefs  of  heart 
render  him  very  amiable,  and  to  whom  I  am  much  obliged  ‘ :  mafque- 

*  He  is  now  a  counfclbr  of  ftate  in  Florence. 

R  2 


t 


rades, 


132  A  GENERAL  VIEW  OF  THE  CITY  PartIL 

rades,  balls  and  concerts  are  alfo  frequent  at  court  j  but  the  empress  feems^ 
to  delight  chiefly  in  fele(3:  companies  at  the  houfes  of  thofe  perfons  wha- 
are  mofl;  in  her  favour. 

This  lady  wears  the  order  of  St.  Andrew,  which  is  a  blue  ribbon: 
the  number  of  knights  of  this  order  are  reckoned  24,  but  it  is  not  al¬ 
ways  full :  fome  of  the  perfons  who  now  enjoy  it  are,  the  great  duke  of 
RUSSIA,  count  ROSAMOFFSKY  the  grand  veneur,  count  ^  bestucheff 
RUMiN  the  great  chancellor,  shepeloff  the  head  marlhal  of  the  court, 
general  apraxin,  who  is  at  the  head  of  military  affairs,  baron  Munich  a 
brother  of  the  exile,  the  attorney  general  trubetskoi^  befides  thefe  are, 
the  kings  of  Denmark,  Prussia  and  Poland,  prince  Augustus  of  hol- 
STEiN,  baron  bretlach  the  emperor’s  embaflador,  and  baron  cedren- 
CRUTz  the  SWEDISH  miniflerj  feldt-marflial  keith  has  alfo  this  ribbon.. 

There  is  an  order  in  Russia  inferior  to  this,  called  St.  Alexander,^ 
the  number  of  which  is  36  knights,  who  wear  a  red  ribbon  ^  there  is  alfo 
an  order  of  St.  ann  of  holstein,  which  is  red  flriped  with  yellow;  and^ 
another  of  St.  Catherine’s,  which  is  red  with  a  fllver  edge,  intended  only 
for  women.  -  The  great  dutchefs  of  Russia  is  the  chief  of  this  order,  and- 
it  is  worn  by  feveral  great  ladies  in  Germany.  The  firfl  fubjedt  in  this 
empire  is  peter  feodorowitz  the  great  duke  of  Russia,  appointed 
by  the  empress  the  heir  of  the  Russian  dominions,  from  the  18th  of 
November  1743;  his  father  Charles  Frederick  duke  of  holstein; 
was  married  to  anna  petrowna,  the  eldefl:  After  of  the.  prefent  em- 
prefs  of  RUSSIA;  the  great  duke  was  born  the  2 2d  of  February  1728, 
and  has  reigned  as  duke  of  holstein  gottorp  fince  1739.  In  con- 
fequence  of  his  grandmother  on  his  father’s  Ade,  being  After  to  Charles 
XII.  of  SWEDEN,  he  was  the  prefumptive  heir  of  that  crown;  but  he 
declined  it,  and  making  profeAion  of  the  greek  religion,  accepted  the 
fuccelAon  of  the  Russian  empire.  He  was  married  the  ift  of  Septem¬ 
ber  1745,  to  CATHERINE  ALEXiEWNA,  bom  the  2d  of  May  1729, 
daughter  of  Christian  Augustus  prince  of  anhalt-zerbst.  This 

^  They  ufe  the  german  title  graff,  but  in  English  we  call  them  counts. 
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marriage  has  not  yet  produced  thofe  happy  efFedls  which  were  naturally^ 
expecfted  from  it.  His  imperial  highnefs  is  reputed  a  young  man  of  fpi— 
rit  and  vivacity,  with  a  tafte  for  polite  ftudy,  and  endowed  ,  with  fweet^ 
accomplhhments.  - 

% 

The  ftature  and  gentle  deportment  of  the  great  dutchefs  increafe  the'' 
charms  of  her  perfon,  in  which  nature  has  been  liberal^  and  nothing  ren¬ 
ders  the  characfler  of  the  duke  and  his  dutchefs  more  lovely  than  the  har¬ 
mony  and  mutual  affedion  which  fublifts  between  them.. 

The  next  fubjed  in  dignity  is  the  count  rozamowsky,  the  grand  ve- 
neur,  who  enjoys  all  the  fweets  without  the  fatigues  of  grandeur  or  the- 
odium  often  annexed*  to  the  mod  important  offices  in  a  date.  The  be¬ 
haviour  of  this  nobleman  has  rendered  him  acceptable  to  mod  kinds  oF 
people.  His  brother  the  young  count  grigorii  kirilitz  roza- 
MowsKi,  who  was  prefident  of  the  royal  academy,  is  now  hetman  of 
the  COSSACKS  in  the  Ukraine,  of  which  both  himfelf  and  the  grand, 
veneur  arematives.  This  is  a  kind  of  vice-royalty,  and  is  incomparably- 
the  mod  lucrative  of  any  employment  in  the  empire:  it  is  not  however 
always  the  mod  fecure,  efpecially  when  the  affidance  of  thofe  troops  is  > 
required  in  cafe  of  war. 

Among  the  ladies  of  the  court  there  are  none  fo  didinguifhed  as  an-- 
NA  CAROLOWNA  the  countefs  of  VORONZOFF,  who  travelled  with  her> 
hufband  the  count,  a  few  years  dnce,  to  feveral  courts,  as  paris,  . 
NAPLES,  ROME,  VIENNA  and  BERLIN,  where  her  polite  carriage  and 
accompliffiments,  as  wel]  as  her  perfonal  beauty  were  veiy  much  admired. 
Women  in  general  are  not  fo  amiable  in  Russia  as  in  many  other  coun¬ 
tries  :  indeed  they  daub  themfelves  fo  much  with  artificial  charms,  as 
to  conceal  thofe  graces  which  it  may  be  prefumed  nature  has  bedowed'^ 
on  them,  though  they  are  rendered  invifible.  In  general  they  profefs  that 
if  nature  gives  them  fiifficient  plumpnefs,  they  can  ‘  procure  beauty 
themfelves:  and  to  this'purpofe  we  may  obferve  from  the  very  idiom 
of  their  language,  that  crasna  devitza,  which  literally  fignifies  a' 
red  virgin,  is  the  term  fon  a  pretty  girl.  Although  it  has  been  obferved,' 

that 
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‘that  very  cold  climates  produce  the  fame  difpohdon  to  amour  as  very  hot 
ones,  yet  this  does  not  appear  to  be  intirely  the  cafe  in  Russia,  Chaftity  as  a 
virtue,  is  not  indeed  more  in  repute  in  this  country  than  in  the  fourhern 
parts  of  EUROPE;  but  it  feems  as  if  the  fame  caufes  in  nature,  which 
refb  ain  them  from  a  fierce  refentmentof  the  illegal  commerce  of  the  fex- 
es,  check,  in  fome  meafure,  their  eager  defire  of  fuch  gratifications.  As 
the  RUSSIANS  are  not  fo  refined  in  their  manners,  as  to  have  a  very 
delicate  fenfe  of  honour;  fo  we  find  that  the  chailifement  of  female 
infidelity  is  feldom  carried  beyond  a  beating,  whilft  the  adulterer  gene¬ 
rally  may  compromife  for  his  offence  by  a  pecuniary  muldt.  Among 
the  common  people,  the  ecclefiaftical  laws  oblige  a  man  to  marry  a  wo¬ 
man  whom  he  has  debauched.  The  common* place  notion  which  pre¬ 
vails  among  the  libertine  part  of  mankind,  “  that  women  in  all  countries 
“  are  the  fame  V’ upon  a  comparifon  of  different  people,  feems  juft  as 
abfurd  as  if  we  were  to  fay,  that  men  of  all  nations  are  the  fame.  Per¬ 
haps  upon  enquiry  it  may  be  found,  that  there  are  more  women  of  prin¬ 
ciples  in  fome  countries,  than  there  are  men  of  principles  in  others. 


The  RUSSIANS  are  for  the  mofi;  part  of  a  middle  fiature,  though  ma¬ 
ny  of  them  are  tall  and  comely.  The  common  people  incline  to  their 
antient  cuftoms;  and  though  the  majory  fubmit  to  modern  improvements, 
many  chufe  to  fuffer  great  inconveniencies  and  additional  taxes  rather 
than  forfake  their  beards,  and  fome  idle  diftindions  with  regard  to  religion. 

The  great  chancellor  count  bestucheff,  in  conjundion  with  the  vice 
chancellor  count  voronzoff,  have  the  charge  of  the  foreign  affairs,  and 
’.are  both  efteemed  men  of  great  worth  and  probity;  the  college  of  fo¬ 
reign  affairs  is  under  their  infpedion,  and  thefe  with  the  fenate,  which 
is  compofed  of  twelve  fenators,  are  the  chief  managers  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  this  vafl  empire ;  the  colleges  of  war,  *  commerce,  mines,  &c. 
•being  fubordina'te. 

1  The  contemptuous  opinion  in  which  mahommedans  hold  women,  has  induced  them  to  adopt 
ithis  notion.  See  vol.  I.  p.  268.  But  among  Christians  thofe  who  ferioufly  advance  this  doftrine 
OTay  alfo  maintain  that  “  priefts  of  all  religions  are  the  fame  j”  and  the  next  ftep  is,  that  virtue  and 
vice  are  the  fame. 

Eccle- 
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Ecclefiafhical  affairs  are  governed  by  the  fynod,  which  has  now  more 
authority  and  weight  than  in  fome  former  reigns:  the  empress,  whofe 
power  is  abfolute,  having  given  great  demonftrations  of  her  difpolition  to 
devotion.  The  Greek  faith  is  known  to  be  the  eftablifhed  religion  in 
this  country,  which  differs  from  the  romish  in  many  effentials,  fuch  as 
denying  the  authority  of  the  pope,  permitting  priefts  to  marry  "’j  giving 
the  facrament  in  both  kinds,  and  believing  in  confubftantiation :  they  ufe 
images,  and  pay  divine  honours  to  the  virgin  mary  and  to  faints;  but 
the  majority  of  the  courtiers,  and  men  of  education,  here  as  in  mod;  o- 
ther  places,  have  certain  religious  tenets  of  their  own,  and  feem  to  think - 
for  themfelves. 

St.  PETERSBURG,  whicli  was  fouiided  by  peter  the  great  in  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  may  at  prefent  be  confidered  as  the  modern 
and  polite  metropolis,  and  the  chief 'refidence  of  the  Russian  empire;, 
and  though  fo  lately  a  morafs,  it  is  now  an  elegant  and  fuperb  city, . 
very  healthful,  and  abounding  in  all  the  neceflaries,  and  many  of  the 
pleafures  of  life.  It  was  formerly  built  of  wood,  but  now  the  ufe  of ' 
this  material  is  permitted  only  in  the  fuburbs^. 

This  city  is  ranged  on  both  fides  of  the  neva,  extending  from  eafl  to 
weft  near  two  English  miles ;  at  the  upper  end  of  the  north  fide  is  the 
citadel,  which  is  more  famous  for  the  number  of  lives  it  coft  in  buildino: 
than  for  either  its  ftrength  or  great  importance,  though  it  has  feveral 
ufes.  It  contains  a  ftately  churcli,  in  which  the  remains  of  its  founder 
PETER  the  GREAT,  and  his  emprefs  Catherine,  are  depoftted.  It 
alfo  ferves  to  beautify  the  town,  and  as  a  prifon  for  offenders  againft  the 
ftate.  This  city  has  neither  gates  nor  walls,  but  the  marfliy  land  near  it, 
both  in  ingria  to  the  fouth,  and  Finland  and  carelia  to  the  north, 
and  the  gulph  of  Finland  to  the  eaft,  render  the  accefs  to  it  extremely 
difficult  for  an  army.  It  is  divided  by  feveral  canals,  peter  the  great 
intending  to  take  Amsterdam  as  his  model  in  building  it;  but  from 
the  reludlance  with  which  it  was  originally  begun  by  his  fubje<fts,  who 

®  But  they  are  permitted  to  marry  but  once,  fo  that  the  wives  of  priehs  are  generally  well  treated. 
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V 

were  compelled  to  build,  and  likewife  from  errors  in  the  plan,  fome 
part  of  the  city  remains  intirely  unexecuted,  and  in  others  the  houfes 
,are  too  near  the  canals.  This  does  not  hinder,  but  there  are  fome  regu¬ 
lar,  broad,  and  well  built  ftreets,  and  feveral  very  noble  ftruflures,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  great  chancellor’s,  the  vice  chancellor’s,  the  marflial  shepe- 
loff’s,  the  fenator  shevalloff’s,  count' cher  emoteff’s,  count  gal- 
Lo win’s,  and  fome  others  of  lefs  note. 

The  encouragement  which  the  empress  has  given  to  building,  for 
which  die  feems  to  have  a  paffion,  contributes  to  the  beauty  of  the  city. 
Behdes  the  two  royal  palaces  already  mentioned,  this  lady  has  built 
a  noble  palace,  faid  to  be  intended  for  the  great  duke,  in  cafe  he  had 
been  fo  happy  as  to  have  children.  There  is  alfo  a  nunnery  lately 
built ;  and  about  fifteen  English  miles  diflant  from  the  city  at  czar- 
SKO  ZELO,  is  a  royal  palace.  Thefe  edifices  are  for  the  mofl:  part  of  ' 
brick,  and  plaiflered  over  fo  as  to  make  an  elegant  appearance ;  but  the 
work  is  generally  done  in  a  hurry,  and  the  materials  not  very  durable.  An 
ITALIAN  archited:  having  been  fome  years  fince  eflablifhed  in  Russia, 
the  tafte  of  italy  is  adopted  in  almoft  all  their  houfes ;  and  though  the 
feverity  of  the  climate  is  fo  great,  they  abound  in  windows  much  beyond 
our  houfes  in  e:ngl  and.  As  a  further  additional  beauty  to  this  city,  the 
EMPRESS  has  caufed  a  large  equeflrian  ftatue  of  peter  the  great  in' 
metal,  to  be  made  under  the  care  of  the  ingenious  and  much  efteemed 
count  rostrelli,  intending  to  ered:  it  on  a  pedeftal  in  the  area  before 
the  palace,  in  pious  memory  of  her  father. 


CHAP.  XXIV. 

A  ’View  of  the  j^evenueSy  number  of  inhahitantSy  taxeSy  military  force  and 
genius  of  the  foldiery  in  Russia.  A  fuccinB  account  of  the  nature  of  the 
climate,  alfo  of  the  foves  and  kind  of  drefs  ufed  in  that  country. 

revenues  of  the  Russian  empire,  which  were  formerly  of 
A  five  millions  only,  are  now  encreafed  to  15  millions  of  rubles  ", 

*  Three  millions  Herling. 
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and  are  yet  improvable  "without  diftreffing  the  fubjedl.  Thefe  may  be 
computed  to  arife  from  the  pole  tax  of  75  copeeks  a-head,  on  8,750,000 
male  fubjedls.  The  boyar,  or  lord,  receives  of  his  boors  about  120 
copeeks  °  each  head  male,  according  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  eftate :  fome 
bring  in  yet  more  confiderably,  and  others  cannot  fupport  themfelves. 

»  The  lord  has  alfo  a  certain  number  of  them  to  work  for  him,  but  he  pays 
the  tax  due  to  the  crown  on  all  his  vaffals,  and  after  a  revifion  is  made, 
the  fame  tax  continues  whatever  mortality  may  fucceed  till  a. further  revi¬ 
fion  takes  place.  The  Circassians  who  inhabit  the  Ukraine  pay  but 
-L  ruble  a  head.  The  cuftoms  in  St.  Petersburg,  Riga,  narva  and 
ARCHANGEL,  produce  above  a  million  of  rubles  j  and  the  monopoly  of 
fait,  pot-afli,  rhubarb,  fpirituous  liquors,  with  the  produce  of  the  go¬ 
vernment’s  iron  mines  in  Siberia,  the  china  trade,  and  inland  duties 
conftitute  the  remainder.  This  fum  of  3  millions  flerling,  which  we 
have  learnt  in  great  Britain  the  art  of  fwallowing  in  three  or  four 
months  campaign,  anfwers  the  exigencies  of  the  Russian  ftate,  and 
makes  them  courted  by  their  friends,  and  dreaded  by  their  enemies:  nor 
is  it  Erange  if  one  confiders  that  the  pay  of  a  major-general  in  Russia  is 
not  above  3,600  rubles  a  year  p,  a  commandant  or  brigadier  1,800,  a 
tcolonel  800,  a  major  400,  a  captain  180,  a  lieutenant  120,  and  a  com- 
;mon  foldier  6.  They  are  faid  to  have  at  leafl:  250,000  regulars,  includ- 
ing  garrifons  of  70,000  j  and  fuppofing  a  third  part  of  them  cloathed  an¬ 
nually,  and  giving  them  their  allowance  of  fait,  croop  'i,  and  bread,  their 
pay  will  hardly  exceed  30  rubles  "  a  man,  officers  included  j  and  confe- 
quently  this  formidable  force  cofts  only  7,500,000  rubles  which  does  not 
take  up  half  the  national  income.  The  colledion  of  the  revenues,  which  is 
fo  vaft  an  expence  in  England,  is  a  very  inconfiderable  charge  to  the 
RUSSIAN  government,  their  collectors  being  moftly  paid  by  the  perquifites 
annexed  to  their  employments  ^  from  hence  it  is  eafy  to  reconcile  how 
indifpenfably  neceffiary  prefents  are  in  Russia  in  tranfaCting  bufinefs  with 
any  of  the  public  departments,  though  I  mud;  own  my  opinion,  that  per- 
quidtes  tend  to  the  ruin  bf  empires. 
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The  number  of  fouls  in  St.  Petersburg  are  generally  computed  at 
230,000,  including  the  garrifon,  which  is  numerous  ^  but  in  reckoning 
the  fubjeds  throughout  the  whole  empire,  they  lay  it  down  as  a  rule, 
that  the  hundred  and  feventy  fifth  male  raifes  an  army  of  near  50,000 
.men,  and  confequently  fuppofing  an  equal  number  of  females,  the 
whole  may  be  reckoned  17,500,000  fouls:  theTributary  tartars,  the 
RUSSIAN  UKRAIN  ^  and  the  conquered  provinces  ",  are  not  included  in  this 
account 5  if  we  confider  the  vafi;  extent  of  that  empire,  though  many 
parts  are  not  inhabited,  is  is  probable  this  number  is  near  the  truth.  As 
to  the  UKRAIN,  I  have  been  afliired  that  one  efiate  in  that  country'^  con¬ 
tained  16,000  acres  of  arable,  and  9000  of  pafiure  land. 

Befides  the  ordinary  computation  of  250,000  regulars,  the  Russians 
can  colled:  a  body  of  40,000,  or  more,  of  khalmucks,  cossacks, 
and  other  tartars.  In  the  lafi;  Turkish  war  I  have  been  afiured  that 
RUSSIA  had  above  300,000  troops  in  pay;  fo  that  with  their  own  mo¬ 
ney  at  home,  or  in  foreign  pay  when  abroad  in  foreign  fervice  fo  long 
as  thefe  people  train  up  a  number  of  good  officers,  they  muft  have  great 
weight  in  the  political  fcale  in  .Europe,  as  well  as  in  asia.  They 
bear  the  extremities  of  cold  and  heat,  hunger  and  third ;  and  when 
well  conduded  to  the  charge,  have  generally  fhewn  great  intrepidity. 
Being  provoked  by  long  refiftance,  they  are  apt  to  be  cruel  w'hen  con¬ 
querors,  of  which  I  have  heard  feveral  dories  from  thofe  who  ferved  in 
the  lad  Turkish  war. 

\ 

With  regard  to  the  climate  of  Russia,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  ex¬ 
tremely  it  differs,  even  in  the  feveral  parts  of  it  included  in  Europe,  and 
dill  more  in  their  Asiatic  dominions.  In  St.  Petersburg  we  find  that 
Februaiy  generally  brings  a  bright  fun  and  clear  fky,  and  the  frod  be- 
ing  yet  very  fharp,  every  objed  feems  to  glitter  with  gems;  the  nerves  thus 
become  braced  by  the  cold;  and  though  the  reflexion  of  the  fun  from  the 
fnow  is  very  drong,  yet  the  eyes  are  feldom  hurt  by  it.  There  is  no 
fmall  amufement  in  riding  in  hedges,  to  thofe  who  by  the  length  of  the 

*  This  word  fignifies  frontier.  "  Livonia,  Estonia,  ingria,  and  part  of  Finland. 

^  Count  GALLO  WINS.  *  Which  happened  in  the  year  1747. 

winter 
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whiter  have  in  fome  meafure  forgot 
nature  prefents  when  flie  is  cloathed 

March  is  often  attended  with  fhowers,  and  thefe  with  the  heat  of  the 
fun  penetrate  the  body  of  the  ice,  which  is  generally  three  quarters  of  a 
yard  thick  on  the  Neva  ^ ;  being  at  length  rotten,  and  appearing  as  a  ho¬ 
ney-comb,  about  the  end  of  that  month  it  ordinarily  breaks  up,  and  its  mo¬ 
tion  feems  to  attrad:  the  north -eaft  wind,  for  the  wind  generally  blows  very 
cold  from  that  quarter.  Thegulph  of  Finland  at  the  entrance  of  cron- 
STADT  is  feldom  free  of  ice  before  the  end  of  April,  fo  that  the  moft 
early  fliips  do  not  often  arrive  before  the  firft  week  in  May.  This  month 
is  frequently  very  warm,  the  days  being  fo  much  lengthened ;  thus  na¬ 
ture  feems  to  be  reverfed,  and  fummer  to  precede  the  fpring,  for  it  is 
fometimes  the  firfl  of  June  before  any  conliderable  verdure  appears.  The 
nitre  contained  in  the  fnow  invigorates  the  earth  to  that  degree,  and  the 
intenfe  heat  of  the  fun  brings  on  the  verdure  fo  faft,  that  the  eye  can  dif- 
cover  its  progrefs  from  day  to  day.  Till  the  middle  of  July  it  feems  to  be 
one  continued  day,  the  fun  not  intirely  difappearing  above  2  hours  in  the 
24:  but  the  delight  which  this  feafon  naturally  affords,  is  conliderably 
abated  by  the  uneafinefs  created  by  the  heat ;  however  a  week  feldom 
paffes  but  they  are  refreflied  by  foutherly  and  wefferly  winds,  which  of¬ 
ten  bring  gentle  fhowers,  particularly  from  the  fouth.  I  once 'experienced 
a  delightful  autumn  till  the  end  of  September,  but  this  happens  very 
rarely :  Augufl  generally  clofes  the  fcene,  fo  that  we  can  hardly  fay  there 
are  above  three  months  of  fummer. 

September,  in  the  ordinary  computation,  brings  rain  ai?d  frofl.  Odlober 
increafes  the  feverity  of  both,  and  November  always  clofes  up  the  Neva. 
Then  comes  on  the  feafon  for  the  fpeedy  and  eafy  conveyance  on  the 
fnow,  which  brings  frefh  provifions  to  market  a  thoufand  English  miles 
by  land,  as  thofe  can  witnefs  who  have  often  eat  in  St.  Petersburg  the 
beef  of  ARCHANGEL.  In  December  and  January  the  cold  is  often  very 

y  In  fome  great  rivers  to  the  north  call  the  ice  is  faid  to  be  much  thicker* 

S  2 


FORCE  OF  RUSSIA.  139 

the  much  fuperior  pleafure  which 
in  green. 
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intenfe,  and  the  poor,  who  are  fometimes  overtaken  by  liquor,  o’*.e^- 
pofed  in  plains  or  other  open  places,  particularly  on  tl^  river  between 
the  city  and  cronstadt,  not  unfrequently  peridi  with  cold. 

Russia  is  by  no  means  a  proper  country  for  thofe  who  delight  in  ru¬ 
ral  pleafures,  or  think  a  walk  in  a  fine  day  one  of  the  mofi:  elevated  joys 
/the  heart  can  receive.  It  is  eafy  however  to  refolve  the  difficulty 
I  fome  make  concerning  the  pofiibility  of  living  at  all,  or  living  in  any 
I  fenfe  above  a  bare  exiflence.  The  abundance  of  birch  and  elder  with 
j  which  the  Russians  are  fupplied,  and  the  commodioufnefs  of  the  ftoves, 

I  enables  them  to  introduce  any  degree  of  warmth  into  their  houfes ;  and 
where  proper  care  is  taken  to  burn  the  wood  inti  rely  to  an  afh  before  the 
heat  is  confined,  it  is  far  from  being  difagreeable :  but  if  the  tube  or 
chimney  by  which  the  fmoke  is  carried  out,  is  flopt  too  foon,  the  air  con¬ 
tained  in  the  room  becomes  corrupted,  and  where  no  relief  is  given  by 
.  letting  in  frefh  air,  the  effect  is  as  mortal  as  that  of  charcoal. 

The  common  people  in  this  country  are  cloathed  with  long  coats  made 
of  drefi:  fheep  fkins,  with  the  wool  towards  their  bodies.  Thefe  are  ad¬ 
mirably  adapted  to  the  climate,  and  cofi:  only  two  rubles  they  alfo  ufe 
a  coarfe  cloth,  in  which  they  fwaddle  their  legs  and  feet:  this  is  fecured' 
by  a  cord  of  reeds,  their  fandals  being  alfo  of  the  fame  materiaK  Their 
caps  are  lined  with  fur,  and  cover  the  ears  and  neck  as  well  as  their 
-  heads :  they  wear  fafhes  round  their  wafle,  and  double  gloves,  one  of 
woollen*  and  the  other  of  leather,  which  take  in  the  hand  without 
any  diftindion  except  the  thumb 5  and  thefe  are  alfo  an  elTential  part  of 
their  cloathing.  • 

People  of  any  difiindlion  for  the  mofi:  part  drefs  as  we  do  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  are  under  no  other  necefiity  than  that  of  wearing  a  full  great 
coat  lined  with  fur  fuch  as  wolf’s,  fox’s,  or  linx’s,  with  a  deep  quilted 
or  fur  lined  cap  when  they  go  abroad.  The  women  of  the  lower  clafs,' 
befides  their  petticoats,  wear  fheep  Ikins  as  the  men:  thofe  who  move 

s 
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'  *  The  RUSSIANS  call  it  a  shoo  be. 
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in  a  higher  fphere,  wear  flowered  filk  cloaks  lined  with  furs,  of  which 
the  mofl;  common  fort  is  of  white  hare’s.  Ladies  of  the  firfl  difl;ind;ion 
are  feldom  without  thefe  cloaks  lined  with  rich  furs,  and  by  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  coaches  or  fledges  and  domeflic  conveniences,  perhaps  fuffer  lefs 
by  cold  than  the  people  in  the  fouth  of  France:  although  upon  the 
whole  I  can  by  no  means  think  it  a  climate  conducive  to  the  prolongation 
of  life,  efpecially  to  aged  perfons,  or  valetudinarians. 


CHAP.  XXV. 

Several Jiories  and  private  circiimjlances  relating  to  peter  the  great.'- 

% 

But  what  is  truly  deferving  admiration  in  Russia,  are  the  labours  of 
the  immortal  peter,  who  ftill  lives  not  only  in  every  part  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  but  in  every  work  of  art  and  deflgn.  We  can  hardly  fay  too  ’ 
much  of  this  prince ;  his  charadler  is  admired  by  the  world  in  general,  but 
particularly  by  the  part  of  it  that  he  governed,  and  which  mufl:  ever  revere  * 
his  memory,  fo  long  as  they  retain  any  traces  of  his  vafl;  genius  and  .indefa-*  ■ 
tigable  labours.  If  in  the  revolutions  of  ages  they  fliould  again  decline  into 
their  antient  barbarity  of  manners,  they  never  will  give  a  flronger  proof  of 
that  barbarity,  than  by  ceaflng  to  venerate  his  name.  The  mofl;  early  part 
of  this  prince’s  life  gave  fuch  proof  of  a  mind  formed  for  great  adtions,- 
that  he  feemed  to  be  a  man  from  his  infancy,  and  with  his  manhood  the 
hero  grew  up  to  that  prodigious  height,  of  which  he  gave  the  world  fo 
many  proofs. .  The  intimations  he  had  received  from  foreigners  of  the 
government,  arts,  and  improvements  of  other  countries,  made  him  weep; 
over  the  ignorance  and  barbarity  of  his  own^  but  his  forrow  gave  way  to 
his  hopes  \  and  fired  with  the  noble  ardour  of  true  greatnefs,  he  refolv- 
ed  to  purfue  it  by  the  only  path  which,  from  the  light  of  his  own. 
genius,  he  difcovered  to  lead  to  it.  He  had  too  good  a  judgment  to 
attempt  the  thing  by  any  means  but  thofe  which  alone  were  pradticable. 
How  amazing  was  his  refolution,  who  was  born  to  empire,  and  had* 
an  abfolute  power  over  fo  many  millions  of  people,  to  humble  himfelE 

to 

^  There  are  two  kinds,  forae  with  and  fome  without  arm.*!. 
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to  the  low  offices  and  laborious  drudgery  of  life !  But  he  faw  that  exam¬ 
ple,  affiflied  by  his  boundlefs  authority,  could  alone  infpire  his  people  with 
juft  fentiments,  or  compel  them  to  a  due  obedience;  and  that  the  opulency 
and  power  of  nations  muft  arife  from  ufeful  arts  and  mechanic  employ¬ 
ments  :  he  fought  that  power  and  opulency  at  their  very  fountain-head, 
and  determined  in  his  own  perfon  to  a£t  as  much  like  a  god  as  a  man 
could  do,  diffufmg  his  influence  by  adions,  the  due  efled  of  which,  hu¬ 
manly  fpeaking,  it  was  impoffible  for  any  man,  except  himfelf,  to  pro¬ 
duce.  Thus  he  fubmitted  as  if  he  had  been  born  only  to  a  mean  and 
low  fortune ;  and  determined  to  do  that  which  ftaould  deferve  a  crown 
and  when  he  had  obtained  it,  to  take  on  him  the  true  glory  of  a  king, 
in  wearing  it  gracefully,  and  according  to  the  order  of  that  providence 
which  watches  over  the  good  of  mankind.  His  adions  demonftrate  that 
he  thought  it  more  glorious  to  excel  as  an  artificer  or  mechanic,  than  to 
fway  a  fcepter  upon  no  other  title  than  his  birth. 

It  is  hard  to  fay  what  the  world  has  loft  in  the  journal  which  he  kept 
himfelf,  probably  it  contained  what  no  hiftorian  can  pretend  to  relate  of 
him.  I  flaall  mention  a  few  particulars  which  I  do  not  find  recorded 
of  him  in  any  hiftorical  accounts,  being  what  I  learnt  of  perfohs  - 
with  whom  he  frequently  converfed.  In  Amsterdam  he  entered 
in  a  dock  yard  as  a  common  carpenter,  in  the  name  of  peter  mi- 
cHAiLo,  but  he  was  known  only  to  the  mafter  of  the  yard.  It  happen¬ 
ed  one  day  that  peter,  by  miftake,  took  the  tools  of  another  perfon  in- 
ftead  of  his  own;  the  owner  difcovering  his  tools  in  the  hands  of  his  com¬ 
panion,  and  thefe  not  being  readily  reftored  to  him,  words  enfued,  and  the 
man  gave  peter  a  blow;  the  mafter  of  the  yard  being  informed  of  the 
matter,  fent  for  the  fuppofed  offender,  and  in  the  prefence  of  this  prince 
reproved  him  feverely,  and  threatened  him  with  puniftiment.  Peter 
now  put  on  the  emperor,  not  in  the  infolence  of  power,  and  with  the 
externals  o'f  a  king,  but  in  pleading  for  the  injured.  ‘‘  The  man,  fays 

he,  is  in  the  right,  and  I  am  in  fault;”  and  immediately  made  up  the 

quarrel  by  giving  him  money.  Thus  did  this  great  monarch  learn  the 

true 
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true  art  of  life  and  government,  and  through  this  voluntary  arduous  dif- 
cipline,  teach  himfelf  how  to  rule  the  fpirits  of  an  ignorant  and  uncivi¬ 
lized  people. 


It  has  been  imputed  to  this  prince,  that  he  was  cruel.  The  exadt  rule* 
of  mercy  and  judice  cannot  always  be  obferved  by  any  mortal  man^ 
and  lead  of  all  by  princes,  who  cannot  fearch  to  the  bottom  of  every 
thing.  A  man  of  his  drength  of  refolution,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
have  a  heart  of  the  melting  fort ;  and  the  ingratitude  and  infenfibility 
of  his  fubjeds,  their  repugnance  to  accept  the  terms  of  their  own  feli¬ 
city  by  the  means  he  fought  it  for  them,  means  fo  obvioudy  produdive' 
of  the  end,  and  yet  fo  obdinately  redded,  could  not  but  fire  him  with 
fome  refentmcnt,  and  might  alfo  perfuade  him  they  could  be  ruled  only 
by  a  rod  of  iron.  Thus  he  might  commit  fome  ads  of  feverity,  but ' 
that  he  put  men  to  death  with  his  own  hand,  I  am  perfuaded  is  not  true^. 


An  amorous  difpofition,  and  a  cruel  one,  are  compatible  in  the  fame 
perfon,  as  experience  often  evinces )  but  cruelty  and  greatnefs  of  mind,, 
fuch  as  this  prince  demondrated,  are  not  compatible.  His  great  foible 
was  the  love  of  women  j  he  was  not  however  profufe,  nor  even  generous  ^ 
in  his  amours,  if  one  may  believe  the  reports  of  mifs  cross,  who  was 
didinguiflied,  in  her  way,  by  the  emperor’s  favour  in  England.  In 
HOLLAND  he  was  feen  with  a  girl  in  his  arms  at  a  common  drinking 
-  houfe,  of  which  reprefentation  there  is  now  an  excellent  pidure  in  the 
palace  at  peterhoff.  A  gardiner  once  threw  a  hough  at  him  for  his 
amorous  advances  to  a  girl  who  was  working  in  a  garden.  In  fhort,  for  a 
king  he  was  as  little  elegant  as  expenfive  in  his  amours:  as  in  things  of  the 
highed  moment,  fo  in  this  he  aded  according  to  his  inclinations,  without 
any  regard  to  forms.  It  is  true,  in  this  indance  he  v/as  no  hero,  but  as  fer- 
vilely  fubmiffive  to  an  imperious  appetite  as  a  common  man  :  and  it  feemed 
in  him  but  mere  appetite,  at  lead  we  do  not  find  that  the  pleafure  or  tor¬ 
ment  arifing  from  apaffionate  indulgence,  or  a  reafonable  government  of  this 
weaknefs,  ever  drew  him  into  inconveniencies,  or  protraded  the  progrefs 


In  the  cafe  of  the  rebellion  Tupprefled  by  general  cordon,  hiflorians  mention  his  being  angry  that 
the  executions  were  not  performed  before  his  arrival  at  mosco. 

of 


-’144  PRIVATE  ANECDOTES  RENTING'  Part  II. 

-of  that  active  and  extenfive  glory  for  which  he  was  fo  much  diftinguithed: 
and  for  this  vice,  we  mufl  fay  with  Sir  Walter  raleigh,  as  well  as 
I  remember,  “  If  adam  in  his  Rate  of  innocence  ^  david  God’s  chofen 
‘‘  fervanti  and  solomon,  a  man  of  the  greateft  wifdom,  fwerved  from 
“  their  duty  to  the  living  God,  through  the  love  they  bore  to  woman, 

it  is  not,fo  wonderful  as  lamentable  that  men  in  all  fucceeding  ages 
“  have,  &c.”  This  great  prince,  who  underftood  fo  well  what  regarded 
the  good  of  the  fociety,  could  hardly  exclude  the  religion  he  profelTed 
from  the  fyftem  of  his  politics ;  and  we  may  charitably  prefume  that  he, 
like  DAVID,  made  his  peace  with  heaven. 

« 

He  was  often  fecn  to  weep  when  he  ordered  executions.  Mifs  ham- 
BLETON  a  maid  of  honour  to  the  emprefs  Catherine,  had  an  ameur 
which  at  different  times  produced  three  children  :  die  had  always  plead- 
.ed  ficknefs,  but  peter  being  fufpicious,  ordered  his  phyfician  to  attend 
her,  who  foon  made  the  difcovery  :  it  alfo  appeared  that  a  fenfe  of  fhame 
had  triumphed  over  her  humanity,  and  that  the  children  had  been  put  to 
death  as  foon  as  born.  Peter  enquired  if  the  father  of  them  was  privy 
to  the  murder  j  the  lady  infifted  that  he  was  innocent,  for  fhe  had  al- 
ways  deceived  him,  by  pretending  they  were  fent  to  nurfe.  JuRice  now 
called  on  the  emperor  to  puniRi  the  offence.  The  lady  was  much  belov¬ 
ed  by  the  empress,  who  pleaded  for  her:  the  amour  was  pardonable, 
'but  not  the  murder.  Peter  fent  her  to  the  caRle,  and  went  himfelf 
jto  vifit  her;  and  the  fact  being  confeffed,  he  pronounced  her  fentence 
with  tears,  telling  her  that  his  duty  as  a  prince,  and  God’s  vicegerent, 
called  on  him  for  that  juRice  which  her  crime  had  rendered  indifpenf- 
rably  neceffary,  and  therefore  Rie  muR  prepare  for  death.  He  attended 
J  her  alfo  on  the  fcaffold,  where  he  embraced  her  with  the  utmoR  tender- 
nefs  mixed  with  forrow:  and  fome  fay,  that  when  her  head  was  Rruck 
off,  he  took  it  up  by  the  ear  whilR  the  lips  were  yet  trembling,  and 
,  kiffed  them  ;  a  circumRance  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  and  yet  not  in- 
Incredible,  confidering  the  peculiarities  of  his  charadter. 

,  **  Some  call  this  lady  MAC  KEN  ZY. 
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How  generous  was  his  conduct  to  the  Swedish  prifoners  after  the  battle 
of  poltowa!  He  ftruck  one  of  his  own  officers  for  fpeaking  difrefped- 
fully  of  the  king  of  Sweden‘S,  and  faid  to  him,  “  Am  I  not  a  king,  and 
might  not  my  fortune  have  been  the  fame  as  that  prince’s  ?”  but  what 
a  profuhon  of  found  politics  was  difplayed  in  his  taking  his  fword  from 
his  own  fide,  and  prefenting  it  as  a  token  of  his  favour  to  the  swe- 
DISH  general  renchild,  upon  the  occafion  of  that  general’s  faying, 
that  though  the  king  his  mafter  had  aded  contrary  to  his  opinion,  yet 
he  thought  himfelf  bound,  as  a  faithful  fubjedl,  to  obey  his  commands. 

As  it  is  the  cufhom  with  us  to  interrupt  converfation  by  drinking- 
healths  at  table,  in  Russia  they  add  alfo  another  impertinence,  by  their 
fervants  offering  wine  whether  you  aikforit  or  not.  Peter  was  in  warm 
difcourfe  with  admiral  apraxin,  when  the  vice-admiral  senavin  pre- 
fented  him  with  a  falver  of  wine ;  the  emperor  impatiently  threw  back  his 
arm,  which  neceffarily  overfet  the  falver,  and  flruck  the  admiral,  and 
then.purfued  his  difcourfe  as  if  nothing  had  happened  j  afterwards  recolledl- 
.ing-himfelf,  he  afked  the  admiral  apraxin  if  he  had  not  ffruck  fomebo- 
dy;  “  yes,  fays  he,  your  majefty  has  ftruck  the  vice-admiral  senavin  j 
“^’’tis  true,  he  was  in  the  wrong  for  interrupting  your  majefty,  but  he  is 
a  very  honed  man  and  a  brave  officer.”  Peter  then  reproached  himfelf 
for  ffriking  an  officer  of  that  rank,  fent  for  him  immediately,  begged 
his  pardon,  kiffed  him,  and  the  next  day  fent  him  a  prefent. 


Valensky,  who  had  a  command  in  the  Persian  expedition,  had  been 
once  beaten  by  Peter’s  orders,  miffaking  him  for  another.  “  Well,  fays 
“  peter,  I  am  forry  for  it,  but  you  will  deferve  it  one  day  or  other,  and 
“  then  remind  me  that  you  are  in  arrears  with  me  3”  which  accordingly 
happened  upon  that  very  expedition,  and  he  was  excufed. 

Thus  did  this  great  prince  temper  the  natural  impetuohty  of  his  dif- 
pohtion  with  the  utmoff  tendernefs  and  regard  to  thofe  who  deferved  well 
of  him.  It  is  known  that  he  himfelf  fubmitted  to  enter  his  name  as  a  pri¬ 
vate  man  in  the  army  he  raifed,  that  his  greateff  fubjeds  might  have 

To  this  purpofe  we  may  remember  the  ftory  of  the  Persian  foldier,  who  was  told,  “  Sir,  you 
**  are  paid  to  fight  againft  Alexander,  not  to  rail  at  him. 

VoL.  II.  T 
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j  no  expef^ations  of  any  other  advancement  than  what  fliould  be  due 
/  to  their  merit.  He  had  mofb  experience  as  a  general,  but  his  favou¬ 
rite  paflion  feemed  to  incline  to  the  marine  j  and  he  more  than  once 
appeared*  incog  as  a  common  pilot,  and  received  an  English  crown 
^  and  a  cheefe  for  bringing  a  fhip  from  the  bar  to  cronstadt. 

This  prince  had  to  contend  not  only  with  the  perverfenefs  of  the  vul¬ 
gar  J  he  found  it  neceffary  to  teach  the  higheft  orders  of  his  people  to 
fubmit  to  the  wholfome  reftraints  of  good  laws  without  refpedt  of  per- 
fons.  Gagarin,  a  fenator,  had  been  for  fome  time  governor  of  Sibe¬ 
ria,  where  he  had  accumulated  more  than  a  juft  minifterial  fortune  by 
indited:  pradices,  particularly  by  opprefling  the  caravans  pafling  to  and 
from  china  :  at  length  he  was  brought  to  St.  Petersburg,  condemn¬ 
ed  and  hanged  on  a  gallows  ereded  oppolite  the  fenate  houfe.  After  a 
few  days  the  fenators  begged  that  his  majefty  would  order  tlie  body  to  be 
removed,  intimating  that  it  was  a  fcandal  to  their  rank  as  fenators. 
“  Yes,  fays  the  emperor,  let  him  be*  taken  down  then,  and  hung  up  at 

the  common  gallows,”  which  was  accordingly  performed. 

The  ftory  of  his  fuppofed  intrigue  with  baron  gortz  to  invade  Eng¬ 
land,  is  mentioned  by  fome  hiftoriansi  however  that  affair  might 
be,  he  always  denied  it,  but  found  matter  of  complaint  againft  his 
vice-chancellor  schapiroff,  upon  the  examination  of  whofe  papers  it 
.appeared®,  that  during  his  mlniftry  at  the  hague,  he  had  accepted  a 
fum  of  10,000 1.  for  the  difcovery  of  a  fecret^  fo  that  after  schapiroff 
had  been  brought  to  the  block,  and  his  fentence  changed  into  banifhment; 
PETER  having  received  this  evidence  of  his  minifter’s  guilt,  would  have 
recalled  him  to  execution.  Osterman,  afterwards  vice-chancellor,  re- 
prefented  to  the  emperor  that  as  he  had  pardoned  schapiroff,  who 
had  not  been  flnce  guilty  of  any  frefli  crime,  fuch  an  ad:k>n  would  fully 
his  honour  5  to  which  'advice,  offended  as  he  was,  this  prince  fubmitted. 

Westphalen,  the  Danish  minifter  at  the  Russian  court,  had  fent 
a  remarkable  piece  of  news  to  Copenhagen^  peter,  by  means  of  his 
minifter  in  that  city,  procured  westphalen ’s  own  letter,  and  then 
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challenged  him  upon  the  fubjedl  j  west  ph al  e n  flatly  denied  that  he  had 
'  given  any  fuch  intelligence,  till  peter  produced  his  letter,  upon  which 
he  very  coolly  replied,  I  fee  princes  have  long  armsj  your  majefty 
“  knows  very  well  the  duty  I  owe  to  my  own  prince  and  country,  was  I 
“  in  your  majefty’s  fervice  I  fhould  confult  your  intereft  with  the  lame 
fidelity.’*  Peter,  though  extremely  difgufled,  acquiefced  in  this 
defence. 


We  mufl:  not  be  furprized  that  this  prince,  while  he  was  only  a  pupil 
in  the  fchool  of  true  greatnefs,  condefcended  to  menial  offices  or  low  me¬ 
chanic  employments,  when  only  perfonal  labour  and  perfonal  knowledge 
could  anfwer  the  end  he  had  in  view.  In  the  height  of  his  glory,  and  after 
the  completion  of  his  conqueft,  he  had  fo  entire  a  contempt  of  thofe  exter¬ 
nal  circumftances  which  fometimes  conftitute  the  whole  of  a  king,  except 
the  power  annexed  to  royalty,  that  he  feemed  ambitious  only  of  a  fove- 
reignty  in  foul,  and  to  ail  rather  than  appear  the  king.  He  had  an  ex¬ 
treme  diflike  to  rich  cloaths,  and  was  never  fo  well  fatisfied  as  in  his  re¬ 
gimentals  ^ :  he  never  wore  but  one.  fuit  of  embroidery,  and  that  for  a 
Angle  day  only.  In  the  fummcr  time  it  was  his  ufual  cuflom  to  drive 
about  the  llreets  of  St.  Petersburg  in  a  chair  with  one  horfe,  fome¬ 
times  with  and  fometimes  without  a  page.  In  winter  he  has  been  feveral 
times  feen  in  a  common  hackney  fledge  It  would  fometimes  happen 

that  he  had  not  the  value  of  three  pence  in  his  pocket  to  pay  the  fare ;  and 
'  he  has  more  than  once  alked  the  loan  of  this  money  of  any  perfon  whom 
he  knew,  and  accidentally  met ;  yet  notwithflanding  thefe  feeming  impro¬ 
prieties,  the  fuperiority  of  his  genius  fupported  the  dignity  of  a  great  mo- 
aiarch ;  and  it  was  by  laying  afide  pomp  and  fplendor,  which  were  un- 
-eflential  to  his  glory,  that  he  appeared  fo  much  like  a  deity,  in  every 
'place,  almofl.  at  one  and  the  fame  time.  He  was  generally  at  his  tribu- 

*  A  green  cloth  with  a  narrow  gold  lace,  which  is  the  richeft  cloathing  in  the  army,  and  the  r  US¬ 
'S!  a  ns  as  well  as  the  Prussians  are  not  permitted  to  wear  any  other  cloaths  than  their  regimentals: 
The  EMPRESS  however  has  made  her  fea  officers  very  fine,  their  cloaths  being  white  cloth,  and  the 
captains  have* gold  lace  enough  upon  it  to  confume  a  good  part  of  their  pay.  s  Thefe  are  in  va¬ 

lue  about  4  s,  they  are  drawn  by  fmall  mean  horfes,  and  driven  by  the  commonell  boors. 


/ 


148  PRIVATE  ANECDOTES  RELATING  Part  II. 

.  * 

nals  and  public  offices  in  the  winter  feafon  by  five  in  the  morning;  and 
thus  his  perfonal  attendance,  and  knowledge  of  bufinefs,  taught  his  fub- 
jedls  their  refpedlive  duties,  confined  them  to  thofe  duties,  and>  made  the 
ftate  flouriffi.  He  was  not  contented  without  going  to  the  bottom  of 
things,  and  therefore  inftead  of  making  his  people  wait  on  him,  he 
watched  them,  fo  that  he  was  feldom  to  be  found  in  the  palace.  Prince 
MENziKOFF  had  the  charge  of  public  feafts  for  foreign  minifters,  fo  that 
PETER  fpent  no  time  in  vain  ceremonies ;  and  as  to  his  own  diet  it  was 
rather  coarfe  than  elegant. 

/ 

It  is  morally  impoffible  that  fuch  a  country  as  Russia  was,  could  be 
more  fpeedily  reduced  to  a  regular  and  confiftent  plan  of  government : 
but  the  extremity  of  arbitrary  power  which  had  long  fubfified,  and  the 
unpoliffied  manners  which  had  for  fo  many  ages  prevailed,  feemed  to 
have  eftabliffied  a  rule  of  Asiatic  policy,  which  peter  was  not  able 
or  not  willing  intirely  to  deftroy;  this  confided  in  a  fort  of  connivance  in 
the  prince,  in  feeing  the  grandees  pillage  the  lower  clafies  of  the  people, 
according  as  their  offices  might  afford  them  an  occafion;  but  when 
they  had  thus  accumulated  wealth,  and  rendered  themfelves  obnox¬ 
ious  to  the  laws,  their  fovereign  came  in  for  the  plunder,  either  by  de¬ 
grading  the  offender,  or  fuffering  him  to  ranfom  one  part  by  delivering 
up  the  other. 

But  it  is  amazing  that  this  great  prince  did  not  enter  ferioufly  into  the 
confideration  of  the  bad  adminiftration  of  the  laws,  with  regard  to  pro¬ 
perty  and  juftice,  till  the  very  clofe  of  his  life,  and  in  his  lad  ficknefs. 
The  refolution  he  then  took,  confined  the  determination  of  common  cau- 
fes  to  the  term  of  eleven  days,  but  it  was  no  more  than  a  flafh  of  light 
which  involves  the  traveller  in  greater  darknefs.  Laws  which  are  fo  ob- 
vioufly  intended  to  fupport  the  fociety,  are  now  in  mod  parts  of  e  u- 
ROPE  fo  perverfely  wreded  to  the  purpofes  of  lawyers,  to  the  eternal 
reproach  of  Christendom,  as  to  become  the  plague  and  didrefs  of  the 
virtuous;  and  the  indrument  of  the  mod  detedable  condudl  of  the  bafe 
and  corrupt  part  of  mankind :  nor  is  there,  I  believe,  a  fingle  country 

in 
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in  all  EUROPE,  except  Prussia,  either  in  limited  or  arbitrary  monarchies, 
where  this  is  not  complained  of  as  a  moft  crying  abufe.  Had  this  great 
prince  lived  a  few  years  longer  to  fway  the  Russian  fcepter,  it  is  more 
than  probable  he  would  have  long  time  fince  Ihewn  the  king  of  Prussia 
that  example,  which  this  prince,  who  really  deferves  to  be  called  great, 
had  he  no  other  virtue,  has  given  to  all  the  other  fovereigns  and  nations  - 

of  EUROPE. 


After  what  I  have  obferved  of  the  condefcenfions  familiar  to  peter' 
the  great,  the  reader  will  not  be  fuprized  that  he  converfed  with  all 
forts  of  people  of  whom  he  could  learn  any  thing  ufeful,  among  whom' 
fome  of  the. ENGLISH,  and  other  foreign  merchants  were  frequently  his - 
companions.  He  eat  and  drank  with  them,  and  was  often  godfather  to 
their  children;  if  his  godchild  died,  he  has  even  more  than  once  attend¬ 
ed  their  funerals.  He  was  very  inquifitive  about  trade,  yet  he  confelTed  it 
was  what  he  Icafl:  underftood  :  but  his  eftablilhment  of  the  commerce  in 
St.  PETERSBURG,  and  bringing  the  greateft  part  of  it  from  archangel  ; 
the  premiums  he  offered  to  thofe  who  fhould  find  out  new  branches  of 
trade;  his  fetting  up  and  encouraging  new  manufacflories  of  linnen  and  hemp 
in  his  own  country  ;  the  great  countenance  he  gave  to  foreign  merchants, 
aud  many  other  fuch  like  circumflances,  are  certain  indications  that  he 
underffood,  in  many  inftances,  the  means  of  advancing  commerce  aso 
well  as  the  great  end  of  it. . 

This  prince  made  even  his  pleafures  and  amufements  fubfervient  to  the  ' 
important  ends  of  his  government.  He  had  more  than  once  received 
very  melancholy  proofs  of  the  impatience  of  his  fubjedls  under  the  re¬ 
formation  which  he  had  planned,,  and  .was  now  accomplifhing :  this  ren¬ 
dered  him  ex^emely  fufpicious  of  them.  As  men’s  hearts  are  generally 
moft  open  in  their  cups,  he  often  drank  with  them  liberally,  fometimes  . 
at  court,  and  oftner  at  their  own  houfes.  His  manners  feemed  to  be  rude,  , 
in  requiring  even  the  ladies,  upon  certain  occalions,  to  fwallow  goblets 
of  wine,  or  other  ftrong  liquors,  but  in  this  he  had  his  views :  drinking  is  ' 
ftill  the  vice  of  Russia,  but  in  a  more  elegant  manner  than  in  paft  times. 
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He  had  frequent  convulfive  difto'rtions  of  his  head  and  countenance, 
contracted  by  a  fright  in  his  youth,  upon  an  occafion  when  his  life  was 
in  danger  j  but  in  fuch  cafes  it  was  always  the  rule  of  the  company  he 
was  in,  to  look  down,  or  a  different  way,  and  purfue  their  difcourfe 
without  feeming  to  regard  him. 

•  To  prevent  a  furprize  or  any  attempt  on  his  life,  he  would  never/  lie 
alone  :  when  he  was  not  with  the  empress  or  other  companion,  he  or¬ 
dered  one  of  his  chamberlains  ^  to  deep  with  him,  which  was  an  un¬ 
comfortable  fituation  to  them,  as  he  was  very  angry  if  they  awaked  him  ; 
.and  in  his  deep  he  often  grafped  them  very  hard. 

'What  compleated  his  character  as  a  mafter  of  exquidte  art  and  acute 
judgment,  he  diverted  his  people  into  a  contempt  of  that  fordid  ignorance, 
which  for  fo  many  ages  had  reigned  in  this  country,  and  which  he  now 
made  it  his  talk  to  banidi.  This  could  not  be  done  more  effectually  than 
by  ridiculing  a  fuperftitious  reverence  of  the  cudoms  of  their  forefathers. 
With  this  view  he  ordered  a  great  number  of  dreffes  of  the  feveral  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  crown  and  court  as  worn  in  pad  ages;  and  in  thefe  himfelf 
and  his  whole  court  appeared  in  mafquerade:  thus  exhibiting  themfelves 
.  to  the  people  under  feveral  comic  figures,  they  diverted  them  into  a  per- 
fuafion  that  tliey  were  at  lead  as  wife  in  their  age,  and  in  their  appear- 
.ances,  as  their  fathers  had  been  before  them. 

This  truly  great  prince  was  born  the  nth  of  June  1672,  and  was  the 
fon  of  the  czar  alexis  michaelowitz,  by  his  fecond  wife  natalia 
•  CAR  iLowNA  NAR  isKiN ;  and  ader  being  the  wonder  of  the  age  in  which 
he  lived,  he  took  his  leave  of  this  world  the  28th  of  January  1725,  leav¬ 
ing  a  character  which  will  command  the  admiration  of  all  fucceeding  ge- 
jierations. 

,  Whom  the  RUSSIANS  call  DENSHICK.S. 
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The  jirfi  eftablijhment  of  the  English  faBory  in  Russia.  The  complaints 
of  the  merchants  of  great  Britain,  particularly  the  Russia  traders, 
with  refpedi  to  foreigners  obtaining  adis  of  naturalization,  without  any 
intention  of  continuing  in  this  kingdom, 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  Russia,  I  ought  perhaps  to  mention' 
a  circumftance  of  fome  moment  to  my  friends  in  that  country, 
if  not  to  this  nation.  The  English  factory  in  Russia,  as  I  have  already 
had  occafion  to  mention,  was  firft  eftabliflied  in  archangel,  in  virtue 
of  a  charter  granted  by  king  philip  and  queen  mary,  at  the  fame  time: 
that  the  czar  ivan  wassilowitz  fwayed  the  Russian  fcepter. 

This  charter  Is  of  too  extenfive  a  nature,  either  in  regard  to  the  crown,  , 
the  RUSSIA  company,  or  the  British  fubjedls  at  large,  to  be  fully  com¬ 
plied  with,  and  is  confequently  become  in  certain  refpeds  obfolete :  it' 
referves  however  in  full  force  fuch  necelTary  authority  as  excludes  all  fo¬ 
reigners,  except  RUSSIANS,  from  a  participation  of  the  Russia  trade  to* 
GREAT  BRITAIN ;  and  in  virtue  of  the  by-laws  to  which  the  traders  ac- 
quiefce,  the  good  government  of  the  company  is  fupported^  a  fmall  tax, 
is  levied  for  extraordinary  occalions,  and  for  the  charitable  purpofe  of  re¬ 
lieving  poor  feamen,  and  the  widows  of  deceafed  mariners. . 

The  fadors  employed  abroad  in  the  name  of  the  Russia  company,  re-- 
moved  from  archangel  to  St.  Petersburg,  foon  after  peter  the 
GREAT  founded  that  city,  which  he  made  the  feat  of  the  russianv 
commerce.  Among  other  particulars  it  is  remarkable,  that  this  fadory 
has  been  for  fome  time  blended  with  foreigners,  who  in  confequence  of 
their  naturalization,  have  enjoyed  a  participation  of  the  privileges  and. 
immunities  of  the  company.  The  British  fadors  faw  this  with  impa¬ 
tience,  and  at  length  fent  their  remonftrances  to  their  principals  in  Lon¬ 
don,  in  confequence  of  which  an  oppofition  was  made  to  a  bill '  then 
depending  before  the  parliament  in  behalf  of  a  foreigner.  This  is  a  cir- 
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.cumftance  in  eveiy  refped  interefling,  and  about  which  there  are  a 
great  variety  of  opinions :  fome  particulars  relating  to  the  cafe  of  the 
merchants  of  great  Britain  refiding  at  home,  or  in  the  britisht- 
fadories  in  foreign  countries,  with  refpedi.to  perfons  obtaining  afts  of  na¬ 
turalization,  without  any  purpofe  of  continuing  in  thefe  kingdoms,  were 
printed,  and  of  which  I  have  preferved  fuch  extracts  as  ferve  as  -an  in¬ 
troduction  to  the  fubjeCt,  viz. 

“  'T^  HE  granting  to  Grangers  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  which 
“  A  the  conRitution  derives  to  thofe  born  under  its  protection,  and 
“  who  have  a  mutual  tie  of  duty  and  affeCtion,  has  been  ever  regarded 
“  in  all  civilized  nations,  as  a  point  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the 
“  public i  as  it  plainly  is  in  great  Britain,  where  fuch  a  participa- 
tion,  in  the  birthrights  of  its  fubjeCt,  cannot  be  beflowed  but  by  the 
legiilature,  that  is,  in  effeCl,  by  the  confent  of  the  whole  kingdom. 

Whenever  therefore  this  high  and  great  favour  is  conferred,  it  muft 
be  prefumed  to  flow  from  juft  and  weighty  reafonsj  fuch  as  eminent 
fervices  actually  performed  by  thofe  who  feek  it,  or  which  may  be  ra- 
“  tionally  expeCted  from  them  ;  and  in  this  light,  aCts  of  naturalization 
“  are  highly  reafonable,  as  they  are  apparently  .  calculated  for  the  public 
“  benefit  5  and  arguments  of  this  kind  have  been  ufually  fuggefled,  when 
“  favours  of  this  fort  have  been  rendered  more  general,  with  a  view  to 
“  invite  into  this  country  foreign  proteftants  of  eafy  fortunes,  fkilful  in 
commerce,  capable  of  introducing  or  improving  manufactures,  or,  in 
“  a  word,  fit  to  become  ufeful  members  of  the  community  ;  into  which 
they  are  received  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  and  become  intitled  to  all 
“  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  Englishmen. 

“  Thefe  motives,  arifing  from  reciprocal  advantages,  have  been  efleem- 
ed  lo  wife  and  equitable,  that  aCts  of  naturalization  fo  founded,  have 
‘‘  been  ever  confidered  as  tending  highly  to  the  advantage  of  this  nation, 

‘ '  and  more  efpecially  to  the  mercantile  interefl: ;  which  has  certainly 
reaped  very  fignal  and  indifputable  advantages  from  them  5  as  is  parti- 
cularly  manifefl;  from  numbers  of  opulent  families  now  fubfiiling  in 

‘‘  thefe 
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“  thefe  kingdoms,  that  were  originally  invited,  fixed  or  efiablifiied  here, 
“  in  virtue  of  fuch  wife  and  falutary  laws. 

“  But  this  being  the  cafe,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fee  how  the  fame  benefit?, 
“  or  any  other  adequate  to  them,  can  arife  from  particular  or  general  adls 
“  of  naturalization,  where  the  privileges  granted  to  flrangers  are  not  in 
“  fome  meafure  reftrained  to  their  refidence  within  the  British  domini- 
‘‘  ons  >  and  this,  from  the  lafl:  bill  for  fuch  a  general  naturalization,  feem- 
“  ed  to  have  been  the  fenfe  of  the  legiflature  from  a  claufe  evidently 
founded  upon  this  reafoning. 

i 

“  The  naturalizing  foreigners,  and  thereby  giving  them  a  title  to  all 
“  the  privileges  of  British  fubjedls,  without  requiring  from  them  the 
“  plain  and  natural  equivalent  of  refiding  here,  puts  it  in  their  power  to 
“  fettle  in  foreign  countries,  with  all  the  advantages  due  to  the  fubjedts 
“of  GREAT  br'itain;  and  thereby  affords  them  an  opportunity  of 
“  ferving  their  own  countrymen,  and  indeed  foreigners  of  all  nations,  at 
“  the  expence  of  great  Britain,  without  any  the  leafl  advantage  ac- 
cruing  to  this  nation. 

With  refpedt  to  foreigners  thus  naturalized,  and  eftablifhed  as  factors 
abroad,  we  are  not  led,  either  from  reafon  or' experience,  to  conceive, 
“  that  they  can  have  any  particular  attachment  to  the  interefis,  or  any 
“  real  zeal  or  rooted  affedlion  for  the  welfare  of  great  Britain;  but 
“  muft  be  chiefly  governed  by  that  principle  of  felf-interefl:,  whibh  origi- 
“  nally  led  them  to  feek  fuch  privileges,  of  which  they  might  avail  them- 
“  felves,  in  confequence  of  thofe  treaties  and  alliances  concluded  with  the 
“  crown  of  great  Britain,  and  by  which  many  valuable  immunities 
“  and  indulgences  are  fecured  to  her  fubjeds ;  equivalents  for  which  are 
“  and  will  be  always,  expeded  from  the  British  nation.  Thefe  may 
“  frequently  occafion  a  public  expence,  and  that  expence  mufl;  be  raifed 
“  by  taxes  on  the  natives  of  this  ifland ;  but  thefe  naturalized  foreigners 
refiding  abroad,  do  not  in  the  leafl  contribute  to  them.  Foreigners  un- 
“  der  thefe  circumftances  are  then  more  favoured  than  the  natives. 
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‘‘  The  arguments  in  favour  of  unreftrained  ads  of  naturalization  to  fac* 
“  tors  abroad  ought  to  be  extremely  clear  and  convincing  ;  for  in  Russia, 
and  perhaps  in  other  countries,  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impradicable,  to 
“  make  the  natives  underftand  how  the  people  of  any  other  country,  can 
“  become  Englishmen,  or  British  fubjeds,  and,  by  that  means,  en- 
“  titled  to  the  privileges  that  by  treaties  are  ffiipulated  to  us.  Thus  fuch 
“  treaties  may  be  rendered  very  precarious,  the  dignity  of  the  nation 
“  weakened,  and  the  condud  of  fuch  foreigners  fubjed  us  to  difputes 
“  and  inconveniencies,  which  otherwife  might  never  have  arifen. 

“  The  ad  of  navigation,  that  wife  and  falutary  law,  which  has  been 
“  the  bulwark  of  the  British  commerce,  breathes  a  fpirit  that  would 
“  incline  us  to  think  the  fame  regard  ought  to  be  had  to  British  fub- 
“  jeds,  as  to  BRITISH  bottoms ;  and  that  all  imaginable  precaution  ffiould 
“  be  taken  to  fecure  the  advantages  arifing  by  a  commiffion  on  the  fale 
‘‘  of  the  commodities  and  manufadures  of  this  illand,  to  their  natural 
“  proprietors  and  native  fubjeds  j  more  -efpecially  at  a  jundure,  when 
“  there  is  nothing  more  evident,  than  that  all  the  nations  in  Europe 
“  have  opened  their  eyes  to  the  advantages  of  commerce. 

“  The  queflion  then  is,  if  upon  this  principle  we  ought  to  be  very 
“  circumfped  in  bellowing  the  privileges  of  fubjeds  on  thofe  who  were 
yefterday  our  rivals,  without  any  fecurity  that  they  will  not  become 
“the  fame  to-morrow?  To  this  we  may  alfo  add,  that  as  there  was 
“  a  time  when  the  whole  of  our  traffic  was  engroffed  by  lombards, 
“  merchants  of  the  steel-yard,  members  of  the  hanse  towns,  and 
“  other  foreigners,  if  we  ought  in  common  prudence  to  avoid  every  thing 
“  that  may  bring  us  into  a  like  Rate  again  ?” 

The  connexion  which  the  nation  has  with  foreigners,  and  the  advan¬ 
tages  confeffiedly  derived  from  them,  has  made  a,  deep  impreffion  on  the 
minds  of  fome  of  the  greateR  men  in  this  kingdom  j  but  general  views 
of  things  do  not  always  give  the  mind  that  light  and  fatisfadion  as  a  par¬ 
ticular  objed  which  it  can  more  eafily  grafp,  and  from  thence  with  the 
greater  facility  enlarge  itfelf,  and  take  in  others  of  a  fimilar  nature.  Let 
us  then  examine  the  particular  cafe  which  gave  occafion  to  thefe'remarks. 

“  The 
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“  The  amount  of  the  reafons  againft  any  reftridive  claufe  in  the  ads  of 
‘‘  naturalization  of  foreigners  as  fadors  in  Russia  V’  was  this,  that  the 
treaty  of  commerce  between  the  crowns  of  great  Britain  and  Rus¬ 
sia,  is  really  a  matter  of  no  great  moment,  and  that  the  figure  which 
.the  ENGLISH  make  in  Russia,  is  owing  to  their  afiTociation  with  foreign¬ 
ers  in  that  country.  A  further  argument  was,  “  That  foreigners  fituated 
“  in  RUSSIA  are  under  peculiar  difadvantages  to  all  other  foreigners,  or 
“  even  what  they  themfelves  would  be  if  fituated  in  any  other  country ; 

not  by  any  particular  law  of  the  leglflature,  but  from  a  partial  regula- 
‘‘  tion  of  the  Russia  company,  by  which  each  member  is  refiirained  by 
‘‘  virtue  of  the  oath  taken  upon  his  admiflion  to  his  freedom,  from  giv- 
“  ing  any  commiffions  to  any  perfon  not  free  of  the  company  5  and  that 
‘‘  freedom  is  never  granted  but  to  British  born  and  naturalized  fubjeds;” 
from  whence  it  is  deduced  that  the  trade  is  a  monopoly. 

Thus  becaufe  the  RUSSIA  company  do  not  give  up  to  foreigners  the 
benefits  of  the  Russian  trade  with  great  Britain,  therefore  their 
charter  is  hurtful  to  great  Britain.  Now  it  is  evident  that  there 
•  cannot  be  a  trade  where  a  greater  liberty  is  open  to  the  natives  of  a  coun¬ 
try  than  this  in  queftion.  The  Russian  markets  are  always  well  fuppli- 
ed,  each  trader  purfuing  his  own  inclination  to  import,  and  his  own  opi¬ 
nion  concerning  the  rife  and  fall  of  markets,  and  the  opportunities  of 
fale :  I  have  known  British  houfes  in  St.  Petersburg  that  for  feveral 
fuccefiive  years  have  had  from  40  to  100  bales  of  cloth  remaining  over 
the  annual  demand.  The  credit  given  the  Russians  is  never  lefs  than 
1 2  months,  unlefs  in  fmall  articles,  and  it  is  often  extended  to  1 5  and 
.1 8  months,  and  the  prices  of  goods  are  as  low  as  poffible  for  the  mer 
chant  to  receive  a  living  profit. 

There  are  no  monopolies  or  exclufive  privileges  afiTumed  by  the 
RUSSIA  company,  nor  any  rule  of  condud  eflabliflied,  which  has  the 
lead:  appearance  of  being  injurious  to  this  nation  j  for  any  natural  born 
proteftant  fubjed  may,  for  5  1.  take  his  freedom  of  the  company,  go 

^  A  paper  publiflied  in  1752. 
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into  RUSSIA,  and  eftablidi  a  houfe  of  bufinefs,  under  the  protedion  of 
the  BRITISH  crown.  The  English  merchant  may  alfo  confign  goods  to 
any  perfon  who  is  a  native  of  Russia,  or  a  fubjed  of  great  Britain, 
remembering  that  the  advantage  in  favour  of  the  British  fubjeds  in  Rus¬ 
sia,  according  to  the  27th  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  is  about  one 
third  part  in  the  cuftoms  of  foldiers  cloths  \  Yorkshires  ™  and  flannels. 
Nor  is  there  any  reftraint  with  regard  to  the  markets  of  thefe  Idngdoms,  for 
.any  Russian  as  well  as  freeman  of  the  company,  may  fend  Russian  goods 
into  ENGLAND  ;  he  is  only  to  pay  the  aliens  duty,  as  eftablifhed  by  law". 
The  law  of  nations,  the  riglit  of  reciprocal  protedion,  and  the  laft  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  treaty  do,  I  apprehend,  make  the  Russians  entirely  free  to 
trade  to  this  country.  Some  Russian  merchants  have  adually  been  here, 
but  finding  they  could  not  difpofe  of  their  goods  in  a  fatisfadory  manner, 
nor  live  near  fo  cheap  as  at  home,  they  returned  to  their  own  country. 

Befides  this  favour  in  the  cufloms,  the  British  fadors  in  St.  Peters¬ 
burg  efieem  it  a  valuable  privilege,  that  in  all  cafes  where  they  are  de^ 
fendants,  particularly  that  of  bankruptcy,  their  affairs  are  cognizable  by 
the  college  of  trade,  and  their  books  facred  to  the  infpedion  of  four  re¬ 
putable  merchants,  appointed  by  that  college.  In  many  cafes  alfo,  where 
they  are  plaintiffs,  they  apply  to  the  college  of  trade ;  but  their  common 
fuits  and  demands  for  money  of  the  Russian  merchants,  have"  been  for 
fome  years  transferred  to  the  magiflracy 

With  regard  to  the  quartering  of  foldiers  in  Russia,  the  British 
fubjeds  are  indulged  in  a  peculiar  manner,  and  no  doubt  it  ought  to  be 
deemed  a  favour,  under  a  military  government  to  be  exempt  from  it. 
This  privilege  however  was  more  facred  and  more  confiderable  formerly 
than  of  late  years.  I  have  myfelf  oppofed  attempts  made  by  the  officers 
of  the  police  to  oblige  me  as  a  tenant  to  find  quarters.  I  do  not  know 
that  thefe  attempts  have  yet  fucceeded  againfi:  •  tenant  or  landlord,  but  if 

1  Coarfe  cloths  fo  called.  A  thick  coarfe  cloth.  "  This  duty  amounts  to  3  s.  4  d. 

on  a  tun  of  hemp,  or  about  per  cent,  on  the  prefent  value  of  hemp,  at  23  I.  per  tun,  which  in  ge¬ 
neral  terms  is  provided  for  in  the  treaty  of  commerce.  °  This  was  a  moft  ignorant  and  corrupt 

tribunal,  and  a  fhame  to  the  Russian  nation  in  my  time  ;  but  if  it  fiiould  continue  the  fame,  it  is  m 
the  power  of  the  faflors  to  reprefent  this  grievance. 
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the  landlord  is  compelled  to  find  quarters,  and  the  rent  is  raifed  on  this 
account,  the  tenant  ought  to  complain;  for  we  confider  it  not  only  as  the 
Ipirit  of  the  treaty,  that  British  fubjedis  fhall  enjoy  an  entire  exemption 
from  quarters,  that  is,  that  the  landlord  not  being  chargeable  with  it,  the 
tenant  fliall  have  his  rent  fo  much  the  cheaper.  This  mufi:  be  the  fenfe  of 
the  1 6th  article,  or  it  means  nothing  ;  for  who  can  imagine  it  Ihould  be 
deemed  a  favour  to  a  British  government,  that  common  foldiers  may 

not  fit  in' the  compting-houfe  of  a  British  merchant  in  Russia? 

« 

How  cautious  the  russia-ns  are  of  being  lavifii  of  any  elTential  part 
of  the  treaty  appears  by  this ;  that  in  order  to  afeertain  the  legality  of 
property,  when  a  British  fubjed  firfi:  appears  in  the  culfom-houfe  of 
St.  PETERSBURG,  the  officers  demand  a  certificate  of  his  majefiy’s  con- 
ful,  that  the  perfon  is  really  what  he  pretends  to.  be,  and  without  it  they 
will  not  clear  his  goods. 

In  what  manner  this  treaty  of  commerce  is  confidered  by  the  russi.- 
ANS  may  be  deduced  from  the  embafly  of  monfieur  de  dieu,  at  the 
RUSSIAN  court  in  1745.  It  was  generally  reported,  and  I  believe  it  is 
true,  that  his  chief  bufinefs  was  to.  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce  on  the 
behalf  of  his  mafters,  the  fiates  of  the  united  provinces,  on  the  plan* 
of  that  of  GREAT  BRITAIN;  but  Certain  it  is,  that  he  did  not  accom- 
plifli  any  fuch  treaty  :  and  if  fo  able  and  fo  favoured  a  minifier  could  not 
procure  this  privilege  for  his  countrymen,  the  Russians  certainly  meant 
not  that  the  advantages ■  they  grant  to  British  fubjeds  fhould  become 
general;  fo  that  naturalizations  granted  to  foreigners  in  Russia  tend  to 
enervate  the  treaty  of  commerce,  and  may  at  length  render  it  con¬ 
temptible. .  .  ; 

The  RUSSIANS  know  very  well,  that  the  English  were  the  firfi:  thatdif- 
covered  ARCHANGEL;  that  they'had  an  exclufive  privilege  of  trade  to  Rus¬ 
sia  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  ;  that  peter  the  great,  whofe 
maxims  of  government  are  jufily  dear  to  them,  always  fiiewed  a  difiinguifli- 
ed  regard  to  the  English  merchants,  and  even  at  the  time  that  the  politics 
of  the  two  nations  did  not  intirely  coincide  p,  he  gave  them  his  royal  word, , 

P  Some  difFercnce  with  his  late  majefty,  as  eleftor  of  hanover. 
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that  at  all  events  they  might  confider  themfelves  as  under  his  peculiar  care 
and  protedtion:  this  I  have  been  aflured  by  one  who  was  familiar  with 
his  imperial  majefty.  The  Russians  are  alfo  fenlible  of  the  political  as 
well  as  of  the  commercial  intereft  of  the  two  nations,  and  conlider  this 
country,  and  I  hope  will  always  conlider  it,  as  their  hereditary  friend 
As  our  extenfive  commerce  has  reached  every  corner  of  the  earth,  the 
greater  our  fupport  is  at  honie,  the  greater  mufl  our  reputation  be  a- 
broad.  Reputation  is  certainly  no  imaginary  thing,  but  mud:  be  in  fome 
degree  produdtive  of  good  to  our  commercial  intered:,  with  relation  to 
the  fpirit  of  commerce  in  our  fadlors  abroad. 

The  BRITISH  houfes  in  St.  Petersburg  have  not  only  a  trade  to 
GREAT  BRITAIN  and  IRELAND,  but  tO  HOLLAND,  PRUSSIA,  SWEDEN, 
HOLSTEIN,  and  feveral  parts  of  Germany;  alfo  to  Portugal,  spain 
and  ITALY;  this  has  arifen  from  the  connexions  of  their  extend ve  com¬ 
merce,  intirely  independant  of  naturalized  fubjedls  in  Russia.  On  the 
other  hand,  this  is  not  the  cafe  with  naturalized  fubjedts  ^  There  long 
has  been,  and  I  hope  ever  will  be,  an  honourable  diftindlion  abroad,  be¬ 
tween  us  and  other  foreigners,  both  as  britons  and  as  merchants,  not 
in  the  edeem  of  the  Russians  only,  but  of  all  other  nations.  Whether 
it  is  worthy  of  national  obfervation  or  not,  can  be  determined  only  from 
the  nature  of  the  fubjedt ;  but  it  is  apparent  that  the  naturalization  of  fo¬ 
reigners  to  redde  in  Russia,  creates  ill  blood  in  the  bread  of  his  majedy’s 
natural  born  fubjedls  who  are  in  that  country :  it  would  have  created  much 
more,  but  that  there  are  but  few  of  the  naturalized  fadlors  who  have  not 

1  I  remember  the  compliment  made  to  this  nation  by  the  governour  of  astrachan,  a  very  inge¬ 
nious  man,  whom  I  have  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  papers,  fpeaking  to  his  friends  in  my  pre¬ 
fence,  “  You  are  to  confider,  fays  he,  the  English  merchants  in  a  different  light  from  thofe  of  any 
“other  nation  trading  to  this  country;  they  are  fkilful,  generous,  humane,  upright;  they  extend 
“  their  commerce  over  the  whole  earth ;  and  every  country  where  they  come  is  enriched  by  them. 
•“  The  commodities  they  deal  in  are  neceffary,  fubftantial,  and  of  the  greateft  ufe  to  the  community ; 
“  and  they  take  off  more  of  the  Russian  commodities  than  all  the  other  nations  united.” 

r  I  have  heard  the  Russian  merchants  occafionally  treat  us  with  ridicule,  by  ufing  a  droll  expreffi- 
-on,  which  fignifies,  “  Are  you  a  white-walhed  Englishman  and  a  naturalized  fadlor  beingin  fome 
diflrefs,  pleaded  his  being  an  English  fubjeft,  to  valensky,  a  minifter  of  the  emprefs  ann  : 

You  an  English  fu^ed,  fays  this  minifter,  why,  you  was  born  in  casan,  in  the  dominion  of  the 
“  empress.” 

failed; 
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failed ;  had  they  conduced  their  trade  with  moderation  and  prudence,  it  is 
probable  the  British  commerce  might  have  been  intirely  in  their  hands, 
and  this  nation  nothing  the  better  for  the  commiffion  on  the  fale  of  bri-  ' 
TiSH  commodities,  or  on  the  purchafe  of  thofe  of  Russia.  Befides,  is 
it  not  highly  reafonable  to  think  that  fuch  natui^alized  fubjects  w’ould  be 
lefs  tender  than  the  British  factors,  in  regard  to  the  prices  this  nation 
might  pay  for  naval  (lores  ? 

I  pafTed  fome  years  of  my  life  at  Lisbon,  where  I  obferved  that  the 
FRENCH  proteftants  in  that  place  live  in  mutual  harmony  with  the  native 
fubjeds  of  this  ifland ;  and  from  the  experience  we  have  that  their  riches 
always  center  here,  they  are  confidered  upon  the  fame  footing  with  other 
BRITISH  fubjeds.  The  trading  world  is  often  fufpeded  of  ading  upon 
narrow  principles ;  yet  our  fadors  abroad  are  not  only  for  the  mofl  part 
loyal,  but  upon  the  comparifon  of  the  feveral  governments  under  wdiich  * 
they  live,  with  the  excellent  conftitution  of  thefe  kingdoms,  they  con- 
trad  a  patriot  and  dilinterefted  fpirit:  but  when  from  the  flrongefl  e- 
vidence,  they  apprehend  the  intention. of  the  legiflature  is  defeated,, 
and  their  own  interefl  hurt  at  the  fame  time,  they  are  alarmed,  and 
think  it  their  duty  to  appeal  to  their  country.  The  British  fadors 
in  PORTUGAL  are  jealous  of* thofe  foreigners,  who  having  obtained  of 
the  BRITISH  crow^n  a  participation  of  the  British  birthrights,  carry  all 
THEIR  wealth  to  any  country  except  this  ifland,  where  indeed  their  pa¬ 
ternal  connexions  do  not  center  h  Many  of  the  Portugal  traders  flgii- 
ed  the  petition  already  mentioned,  the  meaning  of  which  is  intelligible  be¬ 
yond  difpute,  and  feems  to  fpeak  the  general  fenfe  of  the  merchants  of 
this  metropolis,  though  some  may  be  inclined,  upon  different  prin¬ 
ciples,  to  different  sentiments. 

The  BRITISH  fadors  in  Hamburg,  have  not  one  naturalized  fubjed 
amongfl:  them.  The  convention  of  the  British  Hamburg  compa¬ 
ny,  with  the  regency  of  that  city,  will  not  admit  any  naturalized  fub¬ 
jed  to  a  participation  of  the  valuable  immunities  of  that  company,  and 

Mr.  RAiHLEiGH,  a  great  1*0 R 7  u c A L  trader,  who  has  given  ellates  to  many  hamburghers 
in  LISBON,  can  tell  if  any  of  them  ever  brought  a  (hilling  of  it  into  this  country. 

which 
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which  for  a  feries  of  years  they  have  enjoyed  with  a  moft  unblemifhed 
reputation.  And  what  could  this  nation  gain  by  an.  admiffion  of  natura¬ 
lized  fubjeds  into  that  fadlory  P  It  would  be  eafy  to  prove,  that  whatever, 
we  play  into  their  hands,  is  a  loling  game  to  this  country  j  for  I  do  not 
comprehend  what  they  could  give  us  in  exchange.  My  reafon  for  think¬ 
ing  it  is  a  lofing  game  is  this;  with  regard  to  the  Russia  fadors,  I  know 
at  this  time  eight  or  ten  British  fubjeds,  I  fuppofe  there  are  more,  who 
laid  the  foundation  of  their  fortunes  as  fadors  in  that  country;  and  fome 
of  them  are  yet  interefted  in  houfes  there.  There  is  not  one  of  thofe 
perfons  but  has  brought  riches,  more  or  lefs,  and  fome  of  them,  I  believe, 
to  a  conliderable  amount,  to  the  national  flock' of  this  country, 'and  are, 
I  have  great  reafon  to  think,  good  members  of  the  community.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  have  feen  a  lift  of  24  foreigners,  many  of  whom  I 
know  perfonally,  who  within  thefe  25  years  have  been  naturalized  j  and 
of  all  this  number,  in  all  this  time,  only  one  ever  came  into  this  king¬ 
dom,  and  he  had  particular  connexions  with  a  British  fubjed.  It  muft  be 
obferved,  that  it  w^as  only  25  years  fince  any  naturalization  reached  Russia, 
the  trade  then  was  not  fo  confiderable  as  it  is  now,  nor  had  our  people 
eftabliftied  themfelves  there  under  the  fandion  of  fuch  a  treaty  as  the  prefent. 

We  are  jealous  of  weakening  ourfelves  by  the  want  of  foreign  aids ;  'but 
to  think  ourfelves  dependant  in  cafes  where  our  intereft  in  one  light  is  ap¬ 
parently  wounded,  is  it  not  to  weaken  ourfelves  for  fear  of  being  weaken¬ 
ed  ?  Not  to  confound  things  of  a  different  nature  under  one  name,  it 
muft  be  obferved  that  the  circumftances  of  naturalized  fubjeds  at  home, 
under  this  government,  and  entitled  to  enjoy  all  the  good,  and  fubjed  to 
fliare  in  all  the  evils  \yhich  befal  tlie  flate,  are  very  different  from  thofe 
of  perfons  who  participate  of  the  advantages  which  this  nation  en¬ 
joys  abi'oad.  The  intention  of  naturalization  no  doubt  is  the  benefit  of 
this  ifiand  j  and  if  there  are  cafes  in  which  naturalizations  are  not  at¬ 
tended  with  any  benefit,  but  on  the  contrary  proftitute  the  honour  of  the 
nation,  enervate  its  influence,  and  ccunterad  its  native  fubjeds  j  it 
.ought  to  be  prefumed  that  fuch  cafes  have  not  been  fet  in  a  proper  light. 
Tlie  FRENCH  proteftants  have  indeed  ftrong  connexions  with  this  ifiand, 

their 
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their  parentage,  their  intereft,  or  the  protedlion  they  receive,  induce  them 
to  confider  this  as  their  proper  home,  and  confequently  they  are  entided 
to  all  the  regard  which  we  can  diew  them. 

If  experience  is  the  heft  guide  of  life,  it  is  that  which  mud  teach  us 
whom  to  receive  into  our  breads  as  friends,  and  whom  to  rejedt  in  the 
commercial  light  we  now  confider  the  fubjedt,  as  no  friends  to  this 
country.  By  what  rule  can  we  judge  better  than  by  obferving  thofe  people 
who  return  our  kindnefs  with  gratitude ,  and  thofe  who  forget  the  benefits 
they  receive  ?  - 

If  our  FIRST  concern  ought  to  be  for  our  own  children  ;  it  ought  then 
to  be  confidered  how  many  fons  of  tradefmen,  merchants,  gentlemen, 
and  even  noblemen,  are  loft  to  their  parents,  their  country,  and  their  God, 
for  want  of  employment!  Merchants  are  no  where  more  honourably 
efteemed  than  in  this  country ;  but  they  often  lay  the  foundation  of  that 
knowledge  for  which  they  are  efteemed,  in  diftant  climes ;  and  fhall  we  en¬ 
courage  foreigners  to  take  their  place?  There  cannot  be  more  trade  carried  on 
than  a  country  will  bear  :  it  will  ufually  employ  fo  much  money  ^  fo  many 
hands,  and  no  more.  Do  we  want  money  in  this  nation  to  carry  on  our 
trade  ?  by  no  means.  It  is  true,  the  national  intereft  is  already  very  low, 
perhaps  it  will  be  lower  ftill,  and  what  will  be  the  confequence  but  that  w’e 
muft  throw  more  money  into  trade,  and  extend  our  fettlements  and  com¬ 
mercial  intereft  over  the  earth,  as  much  as  poffible  ?  W^hy  fhould  we  en¬ 
courage  foreigners  to  do  any  thing  for  us  abroad,  which  we  can  do  better 
ourfelves  ?  What  circumftances  fhould  we  be  in,  if  all  our  fadlors  abroad 
were  foreigners  ?  What  tie,  or  what  fecurity  could  we  have  of  their  in¬ 
tegrity  in  the  fale  of  our  commodities,  much  lefs  in  the  promotion  of 
national  manufactures  in  oppofition  to  thofe  of  other  countries,  or  zeal 
in  the  purchafe  of  the  commodities  of  the  countries  where  they  refide,  if 
they  left  us  no  pledge  of  their  fidelity,  nor  fpent  any  part  of  their  lives 
in  this  ifland  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  what  riches  do  not  our  faCtors  bring  home  !  How 
many  confiderable  men  have  not  we  in  this  metropolis  from  Lisbon  !  _ 
VoL.  II.  X  Who 
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Who  can  be  ignorant  of, the  wealth  that  has  been  brought  here  by  east 
INDIA  fadlors?  Are  not  thefe  great  national  objects?  Italy,  Spain,  and 
other  countries,  are  ever  fending  us  new  recruits  to  our  commercial  drength, 
arihng  from  factorage.  But  there  is  yet  a  further  reafon  which  occurs : 
let  the  warmed  advocates  for  general  naturalizations,  without  any  didindli- 
on  of  perfons,  profeffions,  or  relidence,  confider  how  dedrudlive  fuch  na¬ 
turalizations  are  to  our  general,  system  of  naturalization  and 
national  profit.  If  we  give  to  foreign  protedants  abroad  that  which 
fhould  invite  them  hither,  we  may  even  prevent  their  coming  to  us.  By 
being  lavifli  of  our  beneficence  we  feem  to  be  fufiiciently  paid  by  their 
acceptance  of  it,  without  any  regard  to  the  return  which  they  are  to  make 
us.  For  what  foreigner,  feeing  us  fo  prodigal  of  our  bounty  in  a  cafe 
of  this  nature,  which  he  knows  to  be  injurious  to  the  natural  born  fubjedls 
of  this  ifland,  can,  in  proportion  as  it  is  beneficial  to  himfelf,  entertain  any 
other  opinion  than  that  /We  do  not  pretend  to  purfue  our  own  intered  ? 

The  original  intention  of  naturalization  being  confelTedly  the  benefit 
of  this  nation,  where  there  is  the  lead  ground  of  fufpicion  that  the  party 
going  abroad  means  not  to  add  any  thing  to  the  national  advantage,  ought 
he  not  in  fuch  a  cafe  to  declare  on  what  principles  he  pretends  to  the 
favour  in  queftion ;  and  if  it  diould  appear  that  he  deceived  the  legifla- 
ture,  would  not  fuch  a  refentment  be  due  as  at  lead  to  refufe  a  com¬ 
pliance  ? 

If  a  reciprocal  regard  to  the  intered  of  this  nation,  is  the  foie  motive 
of  the  invitation  given  to  foreigners  who  refide  here;  and  if  by  their  refi- 
dence  they  do  in  fadt  give  us  the  earned  of  a  grateful  return ;  is  there  no 
fecurity  to  be  aiked  of  thofe  who  do  not  fo  much  as  pretend  to  live  a- 
mongd  us,  nor  give  us  any  kind  of  equivalent  ?  The  very  expedlation  of 
advantage  from  them  is  didant,  remote,  confufed,  and  perhaps  utterly 
unintelligible.  The  injury  is  obvious  to  demondration,  and  is  adlually 
complained  of  by  thofe  who  feel  it,  whofe  intered  is  common  with  that 
of  the  whole  nation. 


The 
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The  reader  to  whom  the  fubjed:  is  new,  muft  now  be  informed 
that  the  merchants  and  Russia  factors  at  length  obtained  the  thing 
they  afked,  by  fixing  the  time  of  abfence  to  the  naturalized  foreign¬ 
er  already  mentioned,  to  three  years,  and  then  to  refide  three  years 
alternately  in  this  country,  or  to  become  an  alien :  but  this  was  a  tem¬ 
porizing  accommodation  of  the  matter,  and  does  not  feem  to  anfwer  the 
full  intent  of  the  legiflature.  Upon  the  principle  that  this  reftridtive  claufe 
will  produce  the  end  propofed,  it  might  become  a  rule  of  conduct  to  the 
nation  in  fimilar  cafes  of  naturalized  factors.  As  a  trading  nation  we 
might  be  yet  more  indulgent  to  thofe,  whofe  connexions  are  nearly  equal 
with  the  common  ties  of  the  natural  born  fubjedls ;  but  let  us  confider 
difpaflionately,  how  dangerous  it  is  in  politics  to  enter  very  deep  into  re¬ 
finements  of  this  fort,  either  immediately  to  advance  the  interefi;  of  a  na¬ 
tion,  or  to  prevent  an  injury  which  may  be  more  remote. 

The  objed:  mofi;  dear  to  an  honefi:  man  is  the  real  happinefs  of  his 
country.  This  principle  being  laid  down,  let  us  confider  what  means 
are  moft  effectual  to  obtain  this  end  in  a  diredl  view.  'We  fee  one 
of  the  wifeft'  princes  in  Europe  ufing  his  utmofl  endeavours  to  bring 
people  into  his  country ;  as  we  defire  to  engage  foreigners  who  can 
bring  riches,  arts,  or  induftry,  to  come  to  this  ifland.  He  gives  them 
lands  and  great  immunities 5  he  has  brought  20,000  into  his  capital  in  a 
few  years  :  but  he  is  far  from  extending  thofe  privileges  to  perfons  out  of 
his  dominions.  With  regard  to  ourfelves,  the  fame  reafons  that  induce 
us  to  give  encouragement  to  people  to  come  to  this  ifland,  may  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  motive  not  to  give  it  out  of  thefe  dominions,  and  under  foreign 
jurifdi(ftion.  If  we  carry  our  views  fo  far  as  to  give  foreigners  abroad,  a 
power  of  taking  a  fhare  in  what  our  own  people  pofTefs,  without  any  fe- 
curity  of  the  leafl:  return  from  fuch  foreigners,  nay,  where  all  appear¬ 
ances  make  againfl;  any  return,  do  we  not  countera<5l  our  own  principle? 

If  it  is  urged,  that  a  nation  cannot  be  faid  to  confer  a  favour,  which 
by  reftridions  is  rendered  lefs  valuable  j  I  do  not  apprehend,  without  being 

Q^ixoTs  in  politics,  what  it  is  we  mean  by  thefe  words,  for  I  fuppofe 
interefl:  is  the  objed  in  purfuit.  As  to  weakening  the  influence  of  natura¬ 
lization,  by  which  commerce  is  intended  to  be  promoted  3  this  alfo  feems 
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to  prove  nothing  more  tlian  that  we  fliould  run  all  hazards,  rather  than 
lofe  any  polTibility  of  getting  a  .fubjedt  who  is  a  foreigner,  though  at 
the  expence  of  a  fubjedt  who  is  a  native.  It  is  faid  that  naturalization 
without  limitation,  has,  after  an  indefinite  abfence,  brought  foreigners  in¬ 
to  this  country  who  might  not  otherwife  have  come.  It  would  be  well 
worth  examining  if  this  is  true,  and  who  fuch  perfons  are,  and  what 
were  their  inducements  to  fettle  here,  before  this  argument  can  be  an- 
fwered  :  for  when  they  do  in  fadt  come,  we  receive  them  with  open  arms ; 
and  we  ought  to  countenance  and  encourage  thofe  who  may  fettle  here, 
if  we  do  hot  pay  too  much  for  it.  But  I  do  not  comprehend  that  here 
are  any  fettlements  of  fuch  weight  as  to  eftablifh  a  rule  of  condudl  in 
oppofition  to  our  commercial  intereft,  as  it  appears  in  a  diredl  view.  The 
cafe  before  us  is  foreign  to  the  countenancing  of  Grangers,  who  fet  out 
upon  a  principle  of  designing  to  fettle  in  this  ifland.  I  fay  foreign 
TO  SUCH  PRINCIPLE  j  for  though  many  french  protedants  have  come 
here,  after  being  as  long  abroad  under  the  pjotedlion  of  the  crown  of 
GREAT  BRITAIN,  as  they  pleafed,  yet  fiill  the  matter  will  reft  on  this 
iftue.  Are  we  fo  fond  of  naturalization  as  to  give  a  power  to  foreigners 
WITHOUT  DISTINCTION,  to  fupplant  our  own  people,  where  experience, 
teaches  us  we  have  no  juft  grounds  to  expedl  any  fuitable  returns  ? 

It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  that  we  ought  to  be  cautious  of  curb¬ 
ing  in  any  degree  the  inclinations  of  the  natural  born  fubjedts  in  regard 
to  commerce ;  or  of  damping  that  fpirit  and  application-  to  trade,  on  which 
is  founded  the  opulence  of  this  nation,  and  its  ftrength  and  influence  as 
a  maritime  power.  And  whilft  intereft  is  the  great  incentive  to  human 
adtions,  and  particularly  adlions  of  this  kind,  I  think  it  is  apparent  that 
the  more  we  interpofe  to  countenance  foreigners  in  commercial  de- 
iigns,  in  cafes  not  demonftrably  beneficial  to  this  country  j  the  more  we 
deprefs  the  fpirits  of  our  own  merchants,  who  confefTedly  do  advance  the 
intereft  of  the  nation:  and  this  difcouragement  may  extend  not  only  in 
regard  to  their  being  deprived  of  thofe  profits  which  immediately  accrue 
from  the  ftiare  fuch  naturalized  foreigners  have  in  their  trade,  but  alfo  to 
a  jealoufy  of  being  intirely  fupplanted  in  the  courfe  of  time. 

May 
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,  May  it  not  be  queftioned  what  prejudices  would  this  nation  receive, 
if  no  naturalized  fubjecfl  till  he  has  rehded  here  feven  years,  nor  the  chil¬ 
dren  born  abroad  of  perfons  already  naturalized,  their  parents  not  having, 
lived  in  his  majefty*s  dominions  for  the  fame  number  of  years,  were  re¬ 
ceived  abroad  as  facflors  or  merchants  in  common  with  native  born  fub- 
je6ls  ?  If  it  can  be  demonftrated  that  fuch  prejudice  will  be  greater  than 
any  that  can  be  proved  on  the  other  lide  the  queftion,  there  is  no  room. 
for  a  debate;  but  if  it  can  be  made  appear  that  it  is  only  equal,  the  fcale, 
we  may  exped:,  will  turn  in  favour  of  the  native  fubjed ;  much  more- 
if  the  prejudice  is  againft  the  latter;  for  this  plain  reafon  that  the  national 
and  mercantile  intereft  are  but  two  words  for  the  fame  thing.  The  impar¬ 
tial  reader  will  conlider  the  argument,  not  the  writer,  if  I  am  fufpededi 
of  intcreft  where  I  have  no  other  view  than  national  benefit ;  yet  the  real 
truth  can  receive  no  diminution.  I  hope  that  will  be  done  which  is  naolt 
for  the  intereft  *of  my  country,  be  it  what  it  will. 


PART 
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THE 

AUTHOR’S  RETURN 

THROUGH 

GERMANY  AND  HOLLAND  TO 

ENGLAND. 

CHAP.  XXVII. 

The  author  leases  St.  Petersburg  in  July  1750.  A fuccinSf  ‘view  of  the 
empress’s  palace  at  peterhoff,  and  the  road  to  it.  A  particular 
accoimt  of  cronstadt  and  the  Russian  navy.  A  defer iption  of 
REVEL  and  its  tradcy  with  refleBions  on  the  interment  of  human  bodies 
in  churches.  The  author  pur fues  his  voyage  to  dantzig. 

The  frequent  difappointments  which  had  for  feme  time  prevented 
my  returning  to  my  native  country,  increafed  my  wifhes  for  the 
happy  hour  which  at  length  arrived.  I  had  already  travelled 
through  LIVONIA,  and  the  reports  concerning  courland  not  infpiring 
me  with  the  curiolity  of  feeing  it,  I  therefore  refolved  to  embark  in  a 
fmall  fhip  for  dantzig. 

July  the  9th,  I  left  St.  Petersburg,  and  travelling  near  the  banks  of 
the  NEVA,  for  the  mod:  part  in  a  fandy  road,  I  palled  by  the  palace  of 
strelna  MUSA,  which  is  about  20  werfts  from  St.  Petersburg.  It 
Hands  on  an  eminence,  and  commands  an  extenlive  view  of  the  gulph 
of  FINLAND,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Neva.  This  was  intended  to  be  a 
more  grand  and  elegant  building  than  peterhoff  j  the  gardens  alfo  were 

laid 
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laid  out  in  a  magnificent  tafiie,'  but  the  death  of  peter  the  great,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  badnefs  of  the  foundation  of  this  edifice,  put  a  flop  to  the- 
profecution  of  the  defign  :  from  thence  to  peterhoff  is  15  werfts.  The 
prefent  empress  has  caufed  many  of  her  courtiers  to  build  country  houfes 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  road,  which  render  the  face  of  the  country  more 
agreeable.  Among  thefe  the  houfe  and  gardens  of  baron  wolff  are  mofi; 
diftinguhhed  for  extent,  beauty,  and  convenience.  Thefe  country  houfes 
are  for  the  mofi:  part  built  of  wood,  and  very  little  expence  is  beftowed 
on  the  gardens  j  the  foil  alfo  in  general  is  fandy,  fo  that  the  whole 
makes  but  a  faint  impreffion  on  travellers. 

Peterhoff,  as  left  by  peter  the  great,  was  but  a  mean  build-* 
ingj  the,  prefent  empress  has  enlarged  and  beautified  it  very  much. 

I  have  heard  the  waterworks  compared  to  thofe  of  Versailles,  with 
this  difiindion,  that  the  waters  of  peterhoff  are  fweet.  This  palace- 
being  fituated  on  an  eminence  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  gulph  of  fin-' 
LAND,  commands  an  extenfive  profpeft  of  the  water  j  it  alfo  takes  in  the 
ifland  of  cronstadt,  about  fix  miles  to  the  north  weft.  The  foreft  of 
mafts,  which  appear  from  the  bafons  in  that  ifland,  during  the  fummer 
feafon,  enlivens  the  profped:,  and  gives  the  idea  of  a  flourifiiing  commerce.. 
There  is  a  great  variety  of  fcenes  in  peterhoff  5  but  as  they  are  moftly 
on  a  dead  flat,  and  the  walks  made  of  fand  j  this  garden  of  fo  great  a  po¬ 
tentate  is  incomparably  fiiort  of  a  studley  or  a  bramham%  and  many 
others  of  equal  beauty  in  England.  From  hence  to  orenjenbaun  is  a- 
bout  5  werfts :  here  the  celebrated  prince  menzikoff  inhabited  the  palace 
which  is  lately  fitted  up  for  the  great  duke.  Several  of  my  friends  having, 
obliged  me  with  their  company  thus  far,  I  took  my  leave  of  them,  and 
pafling  the  gulph  where  it  is  about  five  miles  broad,  I  arrived  at  cron— 

STADT. 

Here  I  was  detained  for  feveral  days  by  foul  winds  and  tempeftuous 
weather,  not  common  at  this  feafon,  fo  that  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  one  of  the  greatefi  curiofities  in  the  world  of  its  kind,  which 
is  the  dry  dock,  contrived  by  peter  the  great.  This  work,  by  the. 


*  Seats  in  yorkshi  rk. 
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length  of  time  it  has  been  in  hand,  and  the  alterations  made  by  the  dif¬ 
ferent  diredors  of  it,  muft  have  created  a  large  expence.  It  reaches  a- 
bout  700  fathoms,  is  60  feet  broad  at  the  bottom,  80  feet  at  the  top, 
and  40  feet  deep,  having  flood-gates  in  different  parts :  it  is  intended  to 
receive  fourteen  fhips  of  the  line  of  battle,  to  build  or  repair  them  dry,  and 
afterwards  float  them  off.  There  is  a  grand  refervoir,  which  was  then 
almofl  dug  1 8  feet  lower  than  the  docks,  and  confequently  is  near  60  feet 
deep ;  and  yet,  to  my  great  furprize,  there  were  no  fprings  which  incom¬ 
moded  the  workmen.  It  is  about  600  feet  long,  ^and  300  broad,  and 
will  contain  about  16,000  cubical  fathoms  of  water,  each  fathom  of 
340  cubical  feet,  which  at  6  ^  gallons  each,  make  140,317  tuns.  The 
ftone  which  was  employed  in  forming  this  dock  bein^  found  exceeding 
perifhable,  they  now  ufe  a  kind  of  flint,  which  has  been  lately  difcover- 
ed  on  the  ifland,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  durable  to  all  ap¬ 
pearance. 

The  RUSSIAN  naval  power,  which  was  carried  to  a  great  height 
fo  early  as  the  reign  of  peter  the  great,  appears  to  be  fufficient 
for  all  the  purpofes  of  that  empire,  and  capable  of  fupporting  their 
new  conquefls  on  the  baltick,  fhould  the  swedes  ever  attempt  to 
retake  them  by  a  naval  power  j  though  I  believe  the  friendfhip  of  the 
BRITISH  nation,  as  a  maritime  power,  is  no  unpleafing  circumftance  to 
RUSSIA  upon  this  very  account.  Their  fleet  confifls  of  25  fhips  of  the 
line,  and  15  bombketches,  firefliips  and  frigates,  of  about  30  guns  each, 
of  which  the  greatefl;  part  are  kept  in  repair ;  and  one,  two,  or  three 
capital  fhips  are  built  and  launched  every  year  at  St.  Petersburg  :  but 
what  gives  a  great  weight  to  their  naval  firength,  is  the  numbers  of  their 
gallies,  which  carry  from  100  to  300  men,  of  which  only  6  or  8  are 
failors.  Thefe  arc  proper  for  the  baltick  in  the  fummeri  they 

draw  but  little  water,  they  are  formidable  objeds  on  an  enemy’s  coafl,  as 
the  SWEDES  experienced  in  their  war  with  peter  the  great.  The 
RUSSIANS  are  computed  to  have  near  10,000  feamen,  of  which  above 
half  generally  live  at  crons t ad t,  and  when  employed  as  carpenters, 

'  or  about  Ihip  affairs,  are  allowed  provifions,  and  ten  copeeks  a  day.  The 

harbour 
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harbour  or  wet  dock,  intended  for  the  crown  fhips,  will  contain  80  men 
of  war,  and  in  that  for  the  trade  250  merchant  fhips  can  be  moored; 
but  the  latter  having  the  deepeft  water,  is  oftentimes  preferved  for  the 
large  fhips  of  war. 

The  ifland  of  cronstadt  is  near  15  miles  in  circumference,  but  very 
barren;  the  town  is  computed  to  have  near  25,000  inhabitants,  includ¬ 
ing  foldiers  and  failors :  befides  this  there  are  only  two  or  three  fmall 
villages  for  fifhermen.  Here  is  a  palace  built  by  peter  the  great,  and 
about  25  large  brick  houfes,  but  the  fupport  of  them  being  expenfive, 
they  are  left  uninhabited.  In  this  place  peter  the  great  had  formed 
a  plan  of  fixing  the  trade,  and  defigned  to  cut  a  canal  near  20  miles- 
long  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  gulph,  which  would  have  paffed  through 
the  garden  of  strelnamusa.'  The  intent  of  this  was  to  provide  a 
fafe  paffage  for  barks  loaded  vyith  the  commodities  of  this  country. 
However  this  projed;  was  hardly  pradicable,  for  it  would  be  dangerous  for 
large  and  heavy  loaden  barks  to  crofsfrom  orenjenbaun  to  cronstadt  ; 
but  the  common  reafon  afligned  for  this  great  prince’s  declining  this  fcheme  - 
is,  that  it  would  have  prevented  his  breeding  up  the  feamen,  who  are  now 
conflantly  employed  during  the  fummer  feafon  in  navigating  deck’d  vefTels 
loaden  with  merchandize  from  St.  Petersburg  to  cronstadt. 

The  1 5th,  the  wind  becoming  fair,  I  embarked  on  the  maria  const  an-  - 
TiA,  a  fmall  yatch  belonging  to  dantzig,  and  after  the  ordinary  ceremo¬ 
nies  of  fearching  the  fhip,  and  calling  over  the  pafTports,  we  were  fuffered 
to  depart.  The  next  day  we  advanced  the  height  of  hogland,  obferving 
the  feveral  iflands  and  rocks  on  the  Finland  fliore.  Being  almofl  calm, 
we  had  a  view  of  the  ifland  the  whole  day  :  there  are  but  few  parts  of  it 
capable  of  cultivation ;  however  it  has  a  fmall  number  of  inhabitants  on  the 
eaft  coafl,  as  alfo  on  the  wefl,  who  are  all  miferably  poor.  The  Russian 
fleet  being  then  atfea,  a  floop  belonging  to  the  crown  came  out  with  us  to 
examine  if  all  the  buoys  and  flags  in  the  low  water  foundings,  were  in 
proper  order. 

The  LUTHERAN  feamen,  as  well  as  others  of  that  religion,  are  great 
advocates  for  pfalm-finging.  I  obferved  they  modulate  their  voices  to  a 

VoL.  II.  Y  tone 
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tone  conflftent  with  pious  thoughts,  without  that  extravagant  vociferation 
pradifed  in  fome  churches  among  proteftants,  and  very  contrary  to  the 
burlefque  devotion  of  thofe  who  make  a  difcordant  babbling  without  fing- 
ing  at  all.  This  feems  to  be  a  reproach  to  wealthy  pari/hioners,  in 
whofe  bread  it  is  to  redify  this  abufe,  by  giving  money  to  teach  young 
perfons  to  fing.  In  the  feveral  voyages  I  had  made,  this  was  the  firft 
in  which  I  difcovered  any  marks  of  piety  among  feamen :  the  drongeft 
profeffion  they  generally  make  of  the  being  of  a  God,,  is  that  of  fwear- 
ing  by  his  name. 

The  unealinefs  I  fuffered  by  the  fea  dcknefs,  made  me  rejoice  at  the  fight 
of  REvEii,  the  capital  of  Estonia,  where  the  mafter  was  engaged  to- 
touch.  The  i8th  in  the  morning  we  went  on  (hore,  and  were  condud- 
ed  to  vice-admiral  bause,  commander  of  the  port,  of  whom,,  accord¬ 
ing  to  cuftom,  it  was  necelTary  to  afk  permiffion  to  enter  the  town.- 
This  place,  which  is  50  leagues  diftance  from  St. 'Petersburg,  fubmit- 
ted  to  PETER  the  great,  by  capitulation  in  Odober  1710.  The  plague 
had  then  raged  with  fuch  fury,  that  of  50,000  inhabitants,  not  4000-' 
remained  to- receive  their  conquerors.  The  Russians  did  not  immediate¬ 
ly  enter  the  city,  thoufands  of  dead  bodies  being  yet  unburied.  This 
place  having  thus  fubmitted  by  capitulation,  is  taxed  only  with  the  fup- 
port  of  a  garrifon  of  5000  foldiers  with  quarters,  and  3000  feamen,  with- 
quarters,  fire  and  candle,  which  may  be  reckoned  an  expence  of  four 
rubles  a  man  h  Within  the  walls  are  about  600  houfes,  containing  near 
8 ODD  fouls  :  the  people  feem  to  be  formal  and  referved,  but  live  in  fuch 
great  eafe  and  fecurity,  that  they  might  fleep  with  their  doors  open.  In- 
dufiry  prevails  fo  much  here,  that  I  was  in  more  than  one  private  family 
where  they  fpun,  dyed,  and!  manufadured  both  in  cotton  and  wool. 
.Befides  the  number  of  inhabitants  already  mentioned,  there,  is  a  large. 
fuburb  indifferently  well  peopled.. 


This  was  formerly  a  free  town,  and.  one  of  the  greateft  ports  on  the 
BALTIC,  NARVA  being  its  only  competitor.  The  Russians  then  brought 
the  produce  of  their  own  country,  as  well  as  that  of  Persia  to  this  mar- 


^  Amounts  to  68oo.i. 
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ket.  The  houfes,  whlt^  are  of  the  moft  durable  materials,  feem  all 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  merchandize,  the  firft  apartment  into  which 
one  enters,  appearing  to  be  a  large  warehoufe.  The  trade  of  this  town 
at  prefent  is  but  fmall.  The  country  abounds  in  corn,  of  which  they 
have  generally  great  magazines.  'They  have  formerly  exported  14,000 
lafts,  or  28,000  tuns  English,  of  all  forts  of  grain,  which,  at  a  mode¬ 
rate  computation,  is  worth  20  rubles  a  lafl;.  The  swedes  ufed  to  take 
off  great  quantities,  but  lince  the  laft  war,  and  the  jealoufy  which  fub- 
ilfted  between  the  two  crowns,  during  the  fpace  of  three  years,  they 
had  made  no  fale  for  exportation,  except  for  the'  ufe  of  the  Russian 
army.  They  have  alfo  exported  2  or  3000  fchippounds  of  hemp  and 
flax.  The  flax  coming  from  about  dorpt  is  equal  to  that  of  mari- 

ENBURG. 

The  imports  of  this  town  confifl:  in  about  300,000  rubles  value  in 
piece-goods  and  other  neceffaries  for  the-confumption  of  the  town  and 
province.  Alfo  about  2000  lafts,  or  6000  tuns  of  fait,  which  is  con- 
fumed  in  the  province  for  curing  meat  and  fifh,  and  eaten  with  bread, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  poorer  fort  of  people.  The  price  of  fait 
varies  in  proportion  to  the  quality  and  quantity,  from  33  to  44  dollars,  of 
80  copeeks  per  laft  of  1 8  barrels,  and  in  thefe  dollars  they  keep  their 
accounts.  The  fait  of  ivica  ®  is  fo  much  fuperior  in  colour  as  well  as 
in  ftrength,  as  to  be  15  per  cent,  heavier  in  weight  than  the  fait  of  se- 
TUVAL  and  the  grain  fo  large,  and  produces  fo  flrong  a  brine,  as  to 
be  30  per  cent,  better  in  price.  They  have  alfo  fait  from  the  ifland  of 
MAYO  and  from  cagliari  the  laft  in  ftrength  is  equal  to  that  of 
LISBON  or  SETUVAL,  but  otherwife  much  inferior. 

Great  part  of  this  city  ftands  upon  an  eminence,  and  commands  an 
extenftve  profpedt,  particularly  towards  the  fea.  The  ftreets  are  neither 
broad  nor  regular ;  the  houfes  are  lofty,  having  fteep  roofs  to  carry  off 

This  weight  is  about  7  per  cent,  better  than  the  Russian  berquevitz.  Three  ihillings 

and  fixpence.  ®  An  ifland  in  the  mediterranean,  near  Majorca.  ^  A  town  in 

PORTUGAL,  vulgarly  wrote  St.  ubes.  s  One  of  the  cape  de  verd  iflands.  ^  Capital 

of  SARDINIA. 
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the  fnow.  The  city  is  defended  by  outworks,  a  mote,  and  a  wall  a- 
bout  6  feet  thick,  and  40  high,  with  turrets  every  60  or  80  yards;  the 
walls  feern  to  be  very  antient.  This  town  is  governed  by  the  land 
gATH,  compofed  of  the  governor  of  the  town,  and  twelve  gentlemen 
or  noblemen,  who  are  a  kind  of  fenate.  Thefe  take  cognizance  of  all 
■matters  relating  to  the  province  and  to  the  nobility,  and  determine  all 
fuits  by  a  majority  of  voices ;  but  there  is  a  liberty  of  appeal  to  the  col¬ 
lege  of  juflice  in  St.  Petersburg. 

The  affairs  of  the  town  are  governed  by  a  magiffracy  compofed  of 
ioLir  burgo-mafters,  three  fecretaries,  and  fourteen  magiftrates.  The 
town  houfe  is  an  antient  building,  but  contains  nothing  remarkable  ex¬ 
cept  fome  paintings  which  are  in  great  efteem,  as  the  judgment  of  Solo¬ 
mon,  St.  JOHN  the  baptift  beheaded,  the  trial  of  susanna,  and  our  fa- 
viour’s  fentence  of  the  adulterefs.  The  city  muffc,  confiding  of  fix  hands, 
entertains  the  populace  from  the  windows  of  this  building  every  funday 
and  tkurfday,  from  1 1  to  1 2  at  noon. 

Here  are  four  Lutheran  churches  for  the  citizens,  and  one  for  the 
■peafants  of  the  adjacent  country;  alfo  two  greek  churches  for  the  ufe  of 
the  RUSSIANS,  whofe  number  however  is  not  great.  The  larged  and 
mod  fuperb  edifice  is  the  great  church  of  St.  olaus,  the  antiquity  of 
which  I  could  not  learn :  the  many  changes  this  province  has  undergone 
have  dedroyed  their  records.  The  only  ornaments  of  it  are  a  few  mo¬ 
numents  and  endgns  of  honour  of  feveral  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of 
the  province  who  had  been  interred  in  the  church.  This  is  alfo  theeom- 
mon  burial  place  for  a  great  part  of  the  town,  of  which  I  had  a  very 
fenfible  proof,  in  the  offenfive  dench  that  arofe  from  the  pavement. 
The  dones  over  the  vaulted  fepulchres  were  of  a  prodigious  fize,  fo  that 
they  were  modly  broken.  The  citizens  of  revel  are  extremely  tenacious 
of  their  refpedive  properties  in  the  vaults,  and  entertain  a  fuperditious 
reverence  for  the  church,  as  a  repodtory  of  the  dead.  I  could  not  help 
-cxpodulating  with  my  friend  who  conduced  me,  on  the  grofs  abfurdity 
of  injuring  the  living  for  the  fake  of  the  dead,  or  rather  that  the  living 
injure  themfelves,  from  a  foolifh  .pride,  or  mere  fenfelefs  fuperdition.  It 
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is  however  too  common  to  fee  men  flaves  of  caRom,  violating  the  free¬ 
dom  of  their  own  minds  in  a  fond  prefumption  of  enjoying  didindions 
above  the  vulgar,  even  after  death.  The  antients  had  their  facred  groves 
for  the  interment  of  the  dead,  which  is  a  cuftom  yet  obferved  in  tlic 
eafl,  as  I  have  had  occafion  to  mention.  Mr.  thomas  clayhills,  a 
confiderable  perfon  in  this  place,  and  the  only  English  merchant,  en¬ 
tertained  me  with  great  hofpitality  and  politenefs,  during  my  fhort  abode 
in  this  cityj  which  was  only  one  day. 

The  19th,  we  reimbarked,  with  a  gentle  gale  at  north  eafi:,  and  ad¬ 
vancing  about  four  leagues,  we  paffed  by  rogovikoff,  which  has  an 
open  entrance  and  deep  water,  proper  for  fliips  of  war  ;  thefe  are  advan¬ 
tages  REVEL  does  not  enjoy,  for  which  reafon  the  Russians  talk  of 
making  their  chief  harbour  in  this  place,  but  it  Avill  require  a  confidcr- 
able  expence  of  timber.  The  20th  we  reached  the  height  of  Gotland  : 
this  ifland  is  about  70  miles  long  and  20  broad  in  the  middle  part,  fal¬ 
ling  near  to  a  point  at  both  ends.  It  has  1 8  towns  and  villages  about  four 
miles  diftance  from  each  other:  it  belongs  to  the  swedes,  and  was  for¬ 
merly  very  rich,  but  has  m  time  of  war  been  often  plundered  by  their 
enemies  i  fo  that  the  inhabitants  are  not  in  the  moft  flourifhing  condition. 
The  2 2d,  we  palTed  by  the  Russian  fleet  in  the  night.  The  next  day 
we  had  hard  gales  of  wind  j  I  was  furprized  that  the  mafter  kept  no  ac¬ 
count  of  his  run,  but  he  always  guefled  right  when  we  (hould  fall  in  with 
■any  particular  land.  The  24th  in  the  morning,  having  run  near  200 
leagues  from  St.  Petersburg,  we  happily  arrived  in  the  Vistula. 


CHAP.  XXVII L 

A  remarkable  occurrence  at  the  mouth  of  the  Vistula.  A  fort  account  of 
DANTZIG,  particularly  the  great  Lutheran  church,  the  arfenal,  and 
fortif cation.  RefeSlions  on  the  condubi  of  count  Munich  at  dantzig. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Vistula  we  faw  a  frigate  of  20  guns,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  crown  of  Sweden,  the  captain  of  which  had -that 

morning 
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morning  thought  proper  to  oblige  the  mafter  of  an  English  merchant 
fhip  to  ftrike  the  pendant  which  he  wore.  The  mafter  thought  this  an  ar¬ 
rogant  impertinence  of  the  swede,  and  acquainted  all  the  other  mafters 
of  the  ENGLISH  veftels  with  what  had  pafted ;  upon  which  they  all:  let 
pendants  fly  in  defiance  of  the  swede.  He  perhaps  was  more  in  the 
right  not  to  contend  with  them,  than  our  people  to  trifle  with  a  diftinc- 
tion  which  is  the  prerogative  of  the  nation  j  I  mean  the  refpedt  paid  the 
royal  ftiips  of  great  Britain,  as  diftinguifhed  by  pendants.  I  could 
not  help  refledfing  upon  what  little  incidents  national  animofities  often  a- 
rife,  and  how  critical  fome  conjundtures  are,  in  which  a  right  judgment 
is  required,  that  authority  may  neither  be  defpifed,  nor  ftrained  beyond 
its  due  limits.  After  a  ftormy  night  and  extren^e  fea  ficknefs,  I  took  my 
leave  of  the  ftiip  with  great  fatisfadlion,  in  order  to  purfue  my  journey 
by  land.  The  Vistula  has  two  branches  up  to  dantzig,  of  which 
the  deepeft-  is  formed  into  a  canal,  and  machines  are  employed  to  deepen 
it  by  removing  the  mud;  but  veflels  drawing  more  than  lo  I  feet  muft 
load  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  There  is  a  caftle  about  two  English 
miles  from  the  town,  which  in  itfelf  does  not  appear  to  be  ftrong,  though 
the  ftiallownefs  of  the  water,  and  the  boom  which  is  fet  every  night, 
anfwer  the  purpofe  of  defence  for  which  it  was  intended.  From  the 
caftle  we  went  up  to  the  town  in  a  treck  schuyte,  which  plies  at 
ftated  hours. 

The  houfes  in  dantzig  are  for  the  moft  part  of  five  ftories,  which 
makes  the  ftreets  appear  the  narrower,  efpecially  as  the  entrance  into  the 
houfes  is  by  four  or  five  ftone  fteps,  and  a  balcony,  both  which  make  a 
projedlion  of  ten  or  twelve  feet.  They  are  very  antient  and  ftrong,  and 
preferved  clean,  after  the  manner  of  the  Hollanders,  though  withdefs 
nicety ;  the  number  and  cleannefs  of  their  glafs-windows,  have  an  ele¬ 
gant  efifed:.  Many  of  the  ftreets  are  planted  with  wild  chefnut-trees  a- 
bout  ,30  feet  high,  which  by  the  fpreading  of  the  leaf  afford  an  agree¬ 
able  ftielter.  Thefe  trees  are  well  known  to  have  a  large  white  flower, 
which  rifes  pyramidical,  and  makes  a  very  agreeable  appearance  :  but  the 

inhabitants  are  more  agreeable  than  the  houfes.  The  women  are  much 

like 
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like  the  English  in  their  ftature,  countenance  and  air:  they  have  the 
reputation  of  being  handfome,  and  indeed  they  are  as  much  fo  as  any  I 
have  feen,  except  thofe  whom  they  mod:  refernble.  The  bad  ones  make 
a  market  of  their  beauty  in  the  word:  manner  in  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
tries,  where  they  are  remarkably  eminent  in  a  profedion  which  is  apt  to 
convert  beauty  into  deformity,  and  health  into  difeafe.  Women  of  didinc- 
tion  affed:  the  manner  of  the  poles,  fo  that  the  mod:  refpedful  way  of 
fainting  a  lady,  is  to  kifs  her  hand,  if  one  does  not  chufe  to  go  fo  low  ’ 
as  the  hem  of  her  pettycoat,  as  pradifed  by  the  common  poles.  Thus 
what  is  politenefs  here,  is  an  affront  at  Naples,  as  the  young  german* 
lately  experienced,  whofe  wig  was  ruffled  by  the  fair  hand  of  a  lady. 

In  this  place  is  an  English  fadory.  I  was  received  with  great  marks; 
of  kindnefs  and  hofpitality  by  Mr.  gilbert  Roberts,  and  his  nephew' 
Mr.  WILLIAM  ROBERTS,  aiid  with  no  lefs  politenefs  by  Mr.  gibson,. 
who  was  lately  charged  with  the  affairs  of  the  British  court.  They 
live  here  much  after  the  manner  of  England,  and  have  regular  clubs.- 
I  was  very  agreeably  lodged  in  the  begine  strass,  at  a  houfe  frequented, 
by  fcveral  perfons  of  the  bed  didindion,  where  we  were  often  entertain¬ 
ed  with  polish  mufic  performed  by  jews. 

It  is  eafy  to  obferve  a  republican  fpirit  prevail  in  this  great  trading  city,, 
and  fome  efforts  have  been  made  to  edablifli  this  form  of  government  j, 
but  the  protedion  of  the  crown  of  Poland,  under  which  it  now  is,, 
and  the  animofities  and  intrigues  of  fome  of  the  citizens,  rather  throw' 
them  back  than  advance  them  in  this  point..  I  found  the  people  here  in* 
great  difcord,  occafioned  by  fome  arbitrary  meafures  of  the  magidracy,. 
which  had  been  oppofed  by  the  burghers.  The  referring  the  affair  to» 
the  court  at  warsaw  would  infallibly  fubjed  both  parties  to  a  heavy  ex¬ 
pence,  and  weaken  that  degree  of  independency  which  they  had  long' 
enjoyed  \  As  this  city  has  been  more  than  once  in  danger  of  becoming 
the  prey  of  a  conqueror,,  fuch  feuds  are  fo  much  more  to  the  difhonourr 
ef  the  inhabitants. 

*‘TJ)is  affair  was  at  length  fettled,,  but  not  without  the  expence  af  fome  thoafands. 

This. 
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This  town  is  above  three  English  miles  in  circumference,  and  well 
fortified  with  lofty  works,  and  a  double  ditch  of  water  3  the  part  where 
it  is  weakeft  on  the  weft  fide,  can  be  eafily  laid  under  water.  Thefe 
works  require  12  or  'I500  men  to  perform  the  common  duty  of  a 
guard  3  but  the  town  at  prefent  cannot  afford  above  700.  By  the  civil 
behaviour  of  thefe  foldiers  to  ftrangers,  one  may  eafily  obferve  a  diftindti— 
on  between  troops  in  the  immediate  pay  of  citizens,  and  of  thofe  under 
crowned  heads. 

Among  the  curlofities  which  engaged  my  attention  moft,  was  the  great 
LUTHERAN  chui'ch,  which  they  reckon  to  be  above  300  years  old.  The 
wars  of  GERMANY  which  at  length  eftablifhed  proteftantifm  in  this  city, 
have  not  however  much  changed  the  face  of  this  church,  for  it  was  a- 
greed  by  treaties  to  leave  it  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  times  of  pope¬ 
ry,  as  to  crucifixes,  images,  and  pidures,  &c.  They  fliew  a  very  cu¬ 
rious  piece  of  painting  on  wood,  being  a  reprefentation  of  the  refurrec- 
tion,  done  by  van  eyck,  about  the  year  1400.  It  is  much  admired 
by  all  connoiffeurs,  particularly  for  the  hands  and  faces.  They  fay  it 
is  one  of  the  firft  performances  in  oil  colours :  the  colouring,  by  the 
ftrength  of  the  varnifli,  is  yet  perfed,  and  fo  delicate  that  it  will  bear 
the  niceft  infpedion.  Our  Saviour  is  here  reprefented  in  judgment, 
with  the  fword  of  juftice,  and  the  laurel  of  peace.  ’  On  each  fide  of 
him  are  ranged  the  apoftles  3  and  below  him,  as  upon  the  earth,  the 
archangel  Michael  in  armour,  fupporting  a  ballance.  On  the  fide  which 
preponderates,  is  a  man  with  his  throat  cut,  on  the  other  the  perpetrator 
of  this  ad,  whom  the  devils  are  ready  to  receive.  They  are  fuppofed  to 
have  been  two  brothers,  who  were  both  painters,  and  that  envy  induced 
one  to  deflToy  the  other.  On  the  right  fide  of  the  archangel  MiCfiAEL 
are  the  bleffed,  of  whom  a  great  number  are  entering  in  proceffion  into  die 
gates  of  heaven,  reprefented  by  all  the  moft  enlivened  embellifhments  of 
architefture.  The  angels  are  hovering  over  the  architraves  of  the  columns;' 
the  ferenity  of  the  countenances  on  one  fide,  and  on  the  other  the  horror 
and  defpair,  with  the  variety  of  figures  of  devils  in  hideous  forms,  ren¬ 
der  this  piece  very  entertaining. 


The 
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The  arfcnal  contains  a  good  colledlion  of  arms,  but  as  in  moft  places 
of  the  like  nature,  it  has  alfo  many  which  are  old  and  ufelefs.  They 
pretend  to  be  mafters  of  150  large  brafs  cannon,  of  which  I  faw  fomc 
faid  to  weigh  each  15,000  lbs.  The  arms  of  this  city  are  two  erodes  un¬ 
der  a  ducal  crown  fupported  by  two  lions. 

Within  the  double  works  which  defend  the  town,  is  a  fpacious  walk, 
and  a  road  for  coaches  ;  my  curiofity  carried  me  to  the  exterior  parts  to 
view  the  hillock,  under  which  are  depolited  the  bodies  of  near  5000 
RUSSIANS,  who  in  one  morning  fell  by  an  obftinate  attack  commanded 
by  count  Munich.  The  dantzigers  in  1734,  having  efpoufed  the 
caufe  of  STANISLAUS  in  his  competition  with  Augustus  eledor  of  sax¬ 
ony,  procured  a  garrifon  of  foreign  troops  to  the  number  of  10,000 
men.  General  lacy,  who  commanded  the  Russian  troops  which' 
were  fent  in  behalf  of  Augustus,  knew  the  dtuation  of  the  town,  and 
that  the  point  in  view  by  no  means  required  a  great  hazard  of  the  Rus¬ 
sian  army,  as  the  dantzigers  mufl  necedarily  fubmit  and  abandon 
STANISLAUS.  The  count  however  reprefented  lacy  to  the  Russian 
court  as  timorous  and  inactive,  and  dedred  the  command  of  the  army, 
engaging  to  take  the  town  immediately  j  he  was  accordingly  fent  thither, 
and  made  the  attack  with  as  great  fury,  as  he  did  afterwards  in  the  Tur¬ 
kish  war  at  otczakow.  In  this  attack  at  dantzig  he  was  not  con- 
drained  by  any  necedlty,  as  in  the  other  cafe  :  without  the  lead  breach  be¬ 
ing  made,  he  marched  his  men  over  a'ditch  againd  a  work  near  30  feet 
high,  almod  perpendicular,  and  againd  a  numerous  and  well  ordered  gar- 
r-ifon  j  fo  that  of  a  very  condderable  body  only  about  half  a  dozen  men  ever 
mounted  the  rampart,  and  thefe  were  driven  back  immediately,  the  ditch 
being  filled  with  dead  bodies.  This  general  has  performed  many  feats  of 
arms,  and  acquired  a  didinguidied  reputation  ;  but  it  is  generally  thought 
he  wanted  one  quality  which  is  edential  to  the  character  of  a  great  general, 
as  well  as  a  great  man,  I  mean  humanity  and  tendernefs  for  his  foldiers. 
They  fay  that  Stanislaus  was  fo  much  alarmed  at  thefe  fierce  attacks,  that 
he  was  apprehenfive  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  that  an 
■  VoL.  11.  Z  '*  old 
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old  POLISH  lord  obtained  a  pafs  for  himfelf  and  his  lady  of  the  Russi¬ 
an  general,  and  then  gave  it  to  the  king,  to  whom  he  committed  the 
care  of  his  wife,  by  which  means  Stanislaus  made  his  efcape  without 
interruption. 


CHAP.  XXIX. 

A  general  view  of  the  trade  of  dantzig.  T'he  nature  of  their  imports 
and  exports.  An  account  of  the  coins,  weights  and  meafures  in  life  in 
that  city. 

I  ''HE  mod:  Gonhderable  part  of  the  trade  of  dantzig  confids  in 
A  corn,  which  the  polanders  bring  down  the  ,vistula  in  large 
ftruzes  or  barks,  which  carry  in  bulk  about  50  tuns  English.  Thefe 
barks  generally  come  down  annually  in  very  plentiful  years  to  the  number 
of  1600.  They  reckon  by  lads  of  1 1  English  quarters ;  the  grain  is 
fmall,  but  the  red  fort  often  fells  for  180  polish  gilders  the  lad,  and  rye 
about  half  this  value.  As  thefe  cargoes  are  often  expofed  to  the  weather, 
it  is  a  cudom  to  fpread  their  fails  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  dry 
their  corn  on  them.  They  alfo  export  bees  wax  annually  to  near  1000 
fchippounds,  for  which  they  often  get  the  price  of  300  gilders  per  fchip- 
pound.  Narrow  linnens  of  about  2 1  inches  broad,  and  facking  of  dif¬ 
ferent  qualities  for  bags  and  imbalage,  are  alfo  exported  to  a  great  amount  ^  j 
alfo  pot-adi  weed-adi  and  pearl-a(h,  this  lad  is  calcined,  and  takes  its 
name  from  its  colour.  Pipe-daves  are  alfo  a  confiderable  article,  and  oak- 
plank,  of  which  the  greated  part  is  4  inches  thick,  16  to  20  inches  broad, 
and  50  feet  long  This  fpecies  of  timber  will  not  dand  the  weather  fo 
well  as  ENGLISH  oak,  but  under  the  water  is  edeemed  equal. 

They  import  iron  from  Sweden,  to  the  quantity  of  1500  or  2000 
tuns,  but  of  the  woollens  and  other  manufactures  of  England,  an 
incondderable  quantity®.  The  laws  of  commerce  are  very  driCt  to  pre- 

Some  fay  near  1 00,000 1.  1  Sold  then  at  50  f.  per  fcbippound.  ™  Sold  at  22  4 

barrel  of  360  lbs.  »  Of  this  near  30,000!.  value.  ®  See  vol.  I.  p.  56. 
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vent  one  foreigner  from  felling  to  another,  or  to  refell  to  any  other  burgh- 
’er  than  to  the  perfon  he  bought  of,  which  muft  necellarily  cramp  the 
trade  very  much.  Peter  the  great  made  a  law  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  for  St.  PETERSBURG,  and  it  is  yet  unrepealed  j  but  the  government 
knows  very  well,  that  to  inforce  the  execution  muft  be  extremely  preju¬ 
dicial,  and  contrary  to  the  maxims  of  all  wife  Rates.  Even  in  dant- 
ziG  in  the  time  of  the  fair,  which  fell  out  during  my  flay,  all  ranks 
and  degrees  of  people  are  admitted  free,  to  fell  what,  and  to  whom  they 

Poland  abounds  in  jews,  faid  to  be  of  the  tribe  of  benjamin  : 
whatever  tribe  they  are  of,  they  appear  as  defpicable  as  any  people  in 
the  world  ;  yet  their  acutenefs  and  induflry  have  given  them  an  eflablifh- 
ment,  in  which  it  is  the  interefl  both  of  the  lords  and  the  clergy  to  fup- 
port  them  5  for  the  trade  which  they  carry  on  enables  them  to  pay  an  in- 
terefl  of  10  per  cent,  per  annum  for  large  fums. 

They  keep  their  accounts  here  in  gilders,  grofch  and  phennigen,  a 
ducat  pafling  for  8  gilders  6  grofch. 

THE  CURRENT  MONEY  HERE  IS 

3  Shillings,  or  18  phennigen  -  —  —  i  grofch. 

3  Grofch  —  — •  —  —  — .  —  I  ditkin. 

2  Ditkins  — r  —  —  —  ■—  —  —  i  fixer. 

3  Sixers  —  —  —  —  ' —  —  — .  i  tymph. 

yi  Grofch  —  —  —  —  —  • —  i  ach  de  halber. 

4  Ach  de  halbers  —  —  —  —  i  gilder. 

A  current  dollar  is  3  gilders,  and  a  fpecie  dollar  4  gilders. 

Here  are  alfo  half,  whole,  2  gilders,  and  4  gilders  pieces,  of  which 
tlie  lafl  is  a  french  crown  of  lewis  XIV.  efleemed  the  befl  money 
current,  when  they  have  not  been  in  the  hands  of  the  jews.  Polish 
coin  fells  from  i  to  2  per  cent,  advance.  The  exchange  is  ufiially  280 
to  290  grofch  per  pound  flemish  banco.  Koeningsbukg  draws  in 
current  money,  i  per  mil,  -  according  to  cuflom,  being  deduced. 

Z  2 


WEIGHT 


JOURNEY  FROM  DANTZIG  TO  BERLIN.  Part  III. 


i8o 

WEIGHT  IN  DANTZIG. 

32  Lote  —  —  I  pound. 

24  Pounds  —  —  I  fmall  flone. 

34  Dittos  — -  —  I  large  ditto.  a 

120  Dittos  —  —  I  centner. 

320  Dittos  —  —  I  fchippound,  or  2  I  hundreds  English. 

The  weight  is  there  4  per  cent,  lighter'  than  the  English.  A  lail  of 

porn  is  60  ilielFelt,  but  of  malt  90, 

LONG  MEASURE. 

I' 2  Inches  —  —  i  foot. 

2  Feet  —  —  —  I  ell. 

jci2  Ells  DANTZIG  make  50  ells  English. 

6  Dittos  —  —  —  5  BRABANT  ells. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  trade  here  is  ordinarily  computed'- twelve 
millions  of-  current  dollars,  on  which  the  duties  are  about  7  or  8  per 
cent.  One  half  is  called  the  revenues  of  the  crown,  the  other  the  pro^ 
perty  of  the  city.  This  duty  is  paid  in  alberts  rix  dollars  of  4  gilders. 


C  H  A  P. 


XXX. 


^he  author  leav.es  dantzig,  a7id  travels  through  Pomerania  ta 

BERLIN. 

\« 

AVING  paiTed  a  week  agreeably  in  dantzig  and  provided  a 
chariot,  I  took  leave  of  my  friends.  The  territories  of  this  city 
weft  ward  extend  between  2  and  3  german  miles  p  :  I  pafted  by  the 
convent  of  oliva,  which  is  two  miles  from  dantzig,  and  femous  for 
the  treaty  of  1660,  when  Charles  gustavus  of  Sweden  had  made 
a  conqueft  of  almoft  all  Poland  The  country  thus  far  is  agree- 


P  Thefe  computed  german  miles  are  in  (bme  places  4,  in  others  5  miles  English  :  the  miles 
which  I  menrion  in  the  profecution  of  this  work  are  germ  an  miles.  ,  ^  His  fon  chakles  XI. 
;Rade  the  peace  juft  after  the  death  of  his  father. 

'  ' .  .  able. 
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able,  though  the  foil  feems  to  be  very  mean.  We  palTed  through  a  fmall 
trad  of  POLISH  PRUSSIA,  where  the  road  is  exceeding  bad,  and  the  in¬ 
habitants  poor  to  a  degree  of  mifery. 

At  DUNEMORSE,  which  is  five  miles  from  dantzig,  we  ente;red 
PRUSSIAN  POMERANIA,  where  the  face  of  things  begins  to  change 
much  for  the  better.  From  thence  we  travelled  on  to  wutzen,  five 
miles  farther  :  from  thence  we  advanced  into  Prussian  Pomerania  to’ 
Luppow,  and  pafling  through  feveral  forefts  of  flirub  oaks,  we  proceed¬ 
ed  three  miles  further  to  stolpe.  This  is  a  fmall  city,  but  full  of 
houfes,  and  furrounded  with  corn  and  meadow  lands,  where  the  inha-* 
bitants  feem-to  wear  their  chains  with  great  chearfulnefs  and  elegance. 
The  common  people  have  a  little  fmattering  of  the  french  language,. 
In  this  place  were  quartered  three  fquadrons,  each  of  lOo  hussars.  Im 
entering,  as  well  as  going  out  of  this  town,’  I  was  queftioned  from^ 
whence  I  came,  my  bufinefs,  and  where  I  was  going :  this  is  pradifed 
to  all  travellers  in  all  the  towns  through  the  Prussian  dominions  j  and* 
as  it  is  performed  in  a  regular  manner,  it  ferves,  among  other  good  poli¬ 
tics,  to  fupport  a  greater  fenfe  of  watehfulnefs  and  military  difcipline. 

From  STOLPE  to  schlave  is  three  miles,,  over  an  open .  pleafant 
country  of  arable  lands  indifferently  well  inhabited ;  but  the  foil  through, 
all  this  country  is  fandy,  fo  that  it  can  produce  but  flender  crops.  The* 
peafants  however  enjoy  the  advantage  of  working  their  lands  with  lefs 
labour.  In  this  place  were  quartered  loo  hussars. 

From  SCHLAVE  to  coeslin  is  five  miles,  the  road  being  agreeable  in  ail 
tefpeds  except  the  fands.  This  place  was  not  many  years  fince  burnt 
ffown,  and  is  now  rebuilt  with  elegance  and  regularity,  but  with  great  par- 
fimony,  which  indeed  the  circumftances  of  the  people  render  abfolutely 
weceffary.  In  the  market  place  is  a  flone  ftatue  of  the  late  king.  From 
GOES  LIN  to  KOERLiN  is  three  miles,  and  thence  to  pinnow  four. 

•  The  2d  of  Auguft  I  arrived  at  neugerten,  4  miles  further;  here 
i  found  no  hussars  as  in  the  other  towns,  but  a  company  of  dragoons. 
The-  weather  was  difagreeably  hot,-  or  my  inclinations  would  have  carried 

me 
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me  to  STETIN,  the  trade  of  which  is  confiderably  increafed  fince  the 
prefent  king  came  to  the  throne.  Merchandize  is  from  thence  carried 
up  the  ODER  to  BRESLAU  and  other  places.  I  left  it  about  five  miles  to 
the  foLith  weft,  and  pafting  through  massou,  I  travelled  four  long  miles 
to  STARGARD,  the  metropolis  of  Prussian  Pomerania.  In  this  place 
there  is  a  cathedral  church  of  great  antiquity,  built  of  brick :  there  are 
alfo  three  reformed  churches,  in  one  of  which  the  fervice  is  performed 
in  french  every  funday.  Here  all  appeals  are  made  by  the  feveral  dif- 
triefts  of  the  country,  not  under  the  immediate  jurifdidtion  of  the  magif- 
tracies  of  the  different  towns.  In  this  place  was  quartered  a  regiment 
of  infantry,  commanded  by  prince  maurice  d*anhalt,  which  made 
a  fine  appearance.  From  thence  to  pyritz  is  three  miles.  This  town 
is  furrounded  by  an  antient  fortification,  and  has  a  very  large  brick 
church  j  here  were  quartered  five  companies  of  the  Brunswick  re¬ 
giment. 

The  3d,  I  arrived  at  koeninsburg,  a  fmall  town  on  the  oder,  it 
has  a  very  pompous  church,  embelliftied  by  the  late  king  at  a  confider- 
able  expence,  with  a  fine  organ,  and  feveral  images  of  the  apoftles  and 
angels.  From  thence  I  travelled  three  miles  to  angermund,  pafling 
over  the  oder  on  a  bridge  of  timber.  On  the  north  bank  is  a  ftately 
palace  and  garden  of  the  margrave  of  schwedt,  with  a  very  neat  town 
of  the  fame  name  adjacent.  The  avenue  to  the  bridge  and  town  is  thrown 
up  between  meadow  lands,  paved  and  planted  on  each  fide  with  willows, 
as  the  other  fide  is  with  wild  chefnuts,  which  intercept  the  view  of  corn 
and  tobacco  fields.  Near  this  place  I  paffed  by  the  bodies  of  two  male- 
fa<5tors  who  had  been  broken  on  the  wheel :  I  obferved  *near  every  town 
a  gallows  eredted  on  an  eminence ;  but  the  good  government  of  this 
country  renders  executions  veiy  rare. 

The  palace  of  the  margrave  makes  the  more  ftriking  figure,  as  it  is  the 
only  objed:  which  has  the  appearance  ©f  grandeur  or  tafte,  in  the  road 
quite  from  dantzig  j  for  in  this  country,  men  of  family  and  fortune  all 
fiock  to  court,  and  the  great  article  of  agriculture,  which  is  the  fource  of 
their  fupport,  derives  no  improvement  from  their  perfonal  attendance. 
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’The 4th,  I  went  from  angermund  to  neust  eberswald,  three 
miles  :  the  roads  are  extremely  heavy  with  fand.  From  thence  to  ber- 
NAu  three  miles;  here,  as  in  neust  eberswald,  were  five  companies 
of  foldiers.  This  laft  place  has  a  very  large  church  built  with  brick, 
faid  to  be  800  years  old.  From  bernau  to  Berlin  is  three  miles; 
near  this  capital  the  face  of  things  improves,  but  in  no  eminent  degree  ; 
here  are  no  inclofures  to  beautify  the  profpedt,  nor  foil  to  exhibit  that 
perpetual  verdure  which  England  enjoys.  From  dantzig  to  Berlin 
is  57  german  miles,  which  are  ordinarily  computed  equal  to  250  Eng¬ 
lish  miles. 


CHAP.  XXXI. 

author  arrives  at  Berlin.  Great  preparations  for  amufement.  Several 
learned  men  at  the  Prussian  court.  A  Jhort  account  of  the  palace.  ‘The 
king's  library  and  cabinet  of  cur iof  ties.  Romish  chapel.  Palace  of 

MON  BIJOUX,  &c. 

^  9  HE  entrance  into  Berlin  is  airy  and  elegant ;  theflreets  are  regular 
A  and  clean,  and  the  houfes  uniform.  In  going  towards  the  pa- 
/  lace  on  the  pont-neuf,  or  new  bridge  of  flone  which  is  over  the 
spree,  is  the  equeflrian  ftatue  of  Frederick  william  the  great, 
which  is  efteemed  a  piece  of  exquifite  workmanfhip ;  it  was  eredled  by 
FREDERICK  L  king  of  PRUSSIA,  who  alfo  built  the  palace,  the  magnifi¬ 
cence  of  which  flrikes  very  much.  A  foldier  attended  me  from  the  gates 
to  my  lodging,  according  to  cuftom,  in  order  to  examine  my  baggage. 

t 

Amufement  being  the  idol  of  mankind,  efpeclally  in  courts  and  great  towns, 
I  was  not  furprlzed  to  find  this  city  full  of  bufy,  pleafant  countenances. 
The  king  was  preparing  fome  grand  fpedlacles  for  the  entertainment  of 
FREDERICK  margrave  of  barreith,  who  is  married  to  his  eldefl  lifter, 
and  of  FREDERICK  WILLIAM,  margrave  of  schwedt,  who  is  married  to 
his  fourth  lifter ;  thefe  two  princes  and  their  conforts  were  the  king’s 
guefts. 


There 
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There  were  feveral  perfons  here  whofe  fame  for  learning  and  polite  li¬ 
terature  has  been  ipread  over  Europe  i  among  thefe  was  voltaire, 
whofe  allegiance  as  a  fubjed:,  the  king  of  France  has  yielded  to  his 
PRUSSIAN  majefty.  The  liberal  praifes  he  had  bellowed  on  the  English 
nation  were  now  fuppreffed,  as  not  likely  to  advance  his  intereil  at  the 
^PRUSSIAN  court‘d.  Baron  polnitz,  author  of  the  memoirs’^  known  by 
yhis  name,  was  alfo  there  j  likewife  pelloutier,  author^  of  the  hiflory 
of  the  CELTES  But  no  perfon  among  the  literati  is  more  amiable  than 
dodor  lieberkyn,  with  whom  I  had  the  honour  of  being  intimately 
acquainted  j  he  is  diflinguiflied  for  his  great  fkill  in  phyfic  and  natural 
philofophy,  which  he  learnt  moftly  in  England  and  Holland.  He 
has  alfo  fludied  anatomy  with  indefatigable  induftry,  and  with  a  large  and 
unpromifing  hand,  has  performed  the  nicefl  things  imaginable  in  the  fine 
parts  of  the  body,  hy  injeding  them  with  red  waxj  but  his  difinterefled 
pradice,  the  humanity  and  tendernefs  which  he  has  always  fhewn  his 
patients,  and  his  great  charity  to  the  poor,  render  him  the  minion  of  the 
people  :  notwithflanding  this  they  do  not  reward  his  merits,  even  mak¬ 
ing  allowance  for  the  great  difference  between  England  and, Prussia. 
As  a  proof  of  the  efleem  in  which  the  dodor  is  at  court,  though  in  re¬ 
ality  no  courtier  :  the  king  fpeaking  of  him  once  to  the  french  minifler, 
ufed  thefe  words,  “  You  may  fpeak  ill  of  me,  and  poffibly  be  heard  fa- 
“  vourably,  but  no  body  will  hear  lieberkyn’s  name  mentioned  with 
reproach.”  Among  many  perfons  of  diflinguifhed  abilities,  the  king 
has  brought  from  Paris  Mr.  schmidt,  one  of  his  own  fubjeds,  who 
in  the  art  of  engraving  has  hardly  a  fuperior. 

With  regard  to  the  curiofities  of  Berlin,  the  firft  objed  that  flrikes  one 
is  the  king’s  palace  one  of  the  fides  of  the  interior  fquare  of  this  building 
is  no  ways  equal  to  the  reff,  being  the  old  apartment  once  inhabited  by  the 
king’s  grandfather,  which  has  not  been  yet  rebuilt,  as  was  intended,  when  the 
plan  of  this  fuperb  flrudure  was  formed.  The  walls  of  the  grand  front  are 

^  He  has  however  made  honourable  mention  of  the  English,  in  his  late  piece  called  the  age  Cff 
.LEWIS  XIV.  ^  Thefe  memoirs  give  a  good  idea  of  the  perfons  moft  diftingui/hed  in  European 
courts  20  years  ago.  ^  Antient  britons,  who  tranfplanted  themfelves  from  this  ifland  into 
BRiTAiNY,  and  to  this  day  retain  much  the  fame  language  as  the  welch.  *  They  call  it  the 

CHATEAU,  or  callle, 

not 
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Wot  lefs  than  7  or  8  feet  thick,  fo  that  the  rooms  not  receiving  fufficient 
light  from  the  windows,  are  fliown  to  great"  difadvantage. 

’Tis  a  pleafure  to  obferve  the  great  oeconomy  of  this  court,  as  well 
that  which  has  prevailed  in  former  times,  as  in  the  prefent  reign :  the  a- 
partments  in  the  palace  are  adorned  with  filver  in  every  Ihape,  but  fo 
maffy  that  the  fadiion  of  it  comes  to  no  more  than  7  per  cent,  fo  that 
about  four  millions  of  dollars  might  be  realized  with  great  eafe  whenever 
die  exigencies  of  the  flate  fliould  require.  Here  is  the  picture  of 
CHARLES  V.  and  his  emprefs,  the  frames  of  which  are^f  filver,  each 
weighing  fix  centners :  and  there  is  a  grand  crown  luftre  of  17  cent¬ 
ners.  There  are  alfo  pieces  of  three,  four  or  five  centners,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  above  1 50 ;  likewife  a  mufic  gallery  adorned  in  a  grand  tafie  all 
of  filver  j  and  one  end  of  a  large  apartment  for  about  20  feet  high  and 
as  many  broad,  is  richly  furniflied  with  gilded  plate.  All  this  is  merely 
or  parade  j  the  court  has  other  fervices  of  plate  for  ufe. 

The  king's  particular  apartments,  though  elegant,  have  nothing  extra¬ 
ordinary,  the  prevailing  tafle  is  white  floco  and  gilding.  The  pivflure  of 
figniora  barber  ini  is  in  feveral  of  the  chambers,  more  I  believe  for 
the  love  he  bore  her  as  a  fine  dancer  than  as  a  woman  j  for  fhe  no 
fooner  gave  herfelf  the  airs  peculiar  to  people  of  her  profeflion,  than  he 
convinced  her  that  his  heart  was  poffefTed  by  objects  of  a  more  impor¬ 
tant  nature,  leaving  her  to  purfue  her  own  pleafure.  Several  of  the 
private  apartments  have  tables,  with  pens,  ink,  and  loofe  papers,  which 
indicate  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  more  than  the  regularity  and  elegance 
one  naturally  expeds  to  find  in  a  royal  palace.  The  hall  has  feveral  good 
paintings,  and  the  grand  falloon  is  adorned  with  four  pieces  of  tapeftiy, 
reprefenting  our  faviour  driving  out  the  money-changers,  his  wafliing  of 
feet,  the  draught  of  fifli,  and  his  lafl  fupper.  The  throne  in  the  audi¬ 
ence  chamber  is  of  velvet,  embroidered  with  gold,  in  a  grand  tafle,  but 
not  loaded  with  ornaments.  There  is  nothing  extraordinary  in  any  of  the 
apartments  of  the  old  quarter  of  the  palace,  except  a  bed  of  crimfoii 
velvet,  which  has  above  two  hundred  cyphers  with  electoral  crowns,  -all 

■"  A  centner  is  i  to  pounds. 
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fet  with  pearls  j  the  chairs  in  the  room  are  in  the  fame  tafte.  In  this  bed 
it  is  ufual  to  lodge  perfons  of  the  royal  blood  on  their  marriage  night, 
The  arfenal  forms  one  fide  of  the  palace,  and  is  an  elegant  ftrudure,  but 
it  has  rather  too  great  a  profufion  of  ornaments  :  it  is  faid  to  be  well  fur- 
nhlied,  however  as  great  part  of  the  ainns  were  fent  into  silesia,  and 
i  muft  have  gone  through  fome  troublefome  ceremonies,  I  declined  vi- 
hting  it. 

From  the  palace  I  went  to  the  library,  which  would  be  deemed  a 
mean  apartment  for  a  common  fchool.  Tliofe  who  make  the  appearance 
of  gentlemen  have  tlie  liberty  to  read  there  from  ten  in  the  morning  till. 
tvVo  in  tlae  afternoon.  Here  is  a  colledlion  of  bibles,  to  the  number  of  500 
of  different  languages  and  editions.  Saurens  paraphrafe  of  the  bible  in 
FRENCH  is  alfo  here  in  five  volumes  folio,  compleated  by  beau  sob  re  in 
,the  UNITED  provinces  5  it  has  fine  copper  plates,  and  is  a  work  much; 
efleemed.  The  firft  volume  has  the  arms  of  England,  having  been 
prefented  by  king  george  I.  to  his  late  Prussian  majefty.  Among 
many  others  they  fhow  the  identical  bible  which  Charles  I.  ufed  when, 
he  was  beheaded  j  it  was  given  as  a  kind  of  relic  by  dodtor  juxton  to 
the  eledtor  of  brandenbuRG.  There  is  alfo  the  firfl:  bible  ever  printed 
in 'AMERICA,  and  one  of  1450,  the  firft  printed  in  the  german  lan^ 
guage.  They  alfo  fliow  the  khoran  in  manufeript  in  a  fmall  odtagon,  the 
charadter  fo  minute,  and  the  paper  fo  thin  as  to  form  only*  the  bulk  of 
one  inch  and  a  half  j  befides  feveral  folio  manuferipts  on  religion,  morals, 
politics,  &c.  faid  to  have  been  compofed  by  cardinal  mazarin. 

The  cabinet  of  curiofities  contains  very  few  dlflinguifhed  rarities }  the 
moft  remarkable,  as  they  appeared  to  me,  are  the  following  :  a.  marble, 
cupid  much  admired  :  two  cannon  balls,  which  meeting  in  the  air,  the 
warmth  of  the  iron  %  and  the  violence  of  their  motion,  united  them  to - 
gether  :  an  oak  with  flag’s  hornS}  the  flag  having  been  hunted  with 
great  violence,  ran  his  horns  into  a  young  tree,  and  there  expired ;  and 
the  tree  growing,  the  horns  at  length  appeared  as  a  natural  production. 

»  Perhaps  they  were  made  hot,  as  is  fometlmes  praflifed,  if  it  is  really  fafl  that  they  met  and  Joined. 
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Cliap.  XXXI.  REMARKABLE  THINGS  AT  BERLIN. 

As  there  is  no  art  but  the  king  affeds  fome  knowledge  of  it,  the  new 
chapel  was  defigned  by  himfclf : .  it  is  neat  and  commodious,  but  too 
low  to  be  either  grand  or  elegant.  The  pulpit  is  in  the  modern  grotefque 
tafte,  and  too  lofty  for  the  height  of  the  building.  The  roof  is  fupport- 
ed  by  a  double  row  of  pillars,  which  dividing  the  chapel  increafe  the 
appearance  of  its  length.  This  place  is  intended  as  a  royal  fepulchre, 
and  has  already  fome  tombs  of  the  king’s  predecelTors.  The  romish  cha¬ 
pel  fo  much  talked  of  in  all  proteftant  countries,  was  not  near  compleat- 
ed,  the  fund  being  almoft  exhaufted.  As  we  make  our  hofpitals  more 
grand  than  our  palaces,  the  Romanists  generally  make  their  churches 
built  by  charity,  the  mod:  magnificent  of  any  other.  This  flrudiure  i$ 
not  large,  but  richly  ornamented.  • 

Mon  bijou  is  appointed  for  the  refidence  of  the  queen  mother, 
who  is  a  lifter  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  great  Britain.  This  is  a 
little  palace  on  the  spree,  the  apartments  of  which  are  fmall,  but  ele¬ 
gantly  furnilhed.  There  is  a  pretty  gallery  of  blue  and  white  china 
porcelain,  and  an  apartment  called  the  kitchen,  with  feveral  rich  pieces 
of  SAXON  porcelain.  The  queen  mother  being  now  in  her  64th  year, 
fpends  a  great  part  of  her  time  in  her  ftudy,  and  has  a  good  colledion 
of  books.  The  objedl  that  ftrikes  the  eye  moft  in  this  little  palace,  is 
the  picture  of  a  lady,  called  la  belle  pARissiENEi  her  adventures  may 
be  beft  known  by  the  novel  under  the  fame  name.  It  is  certain  her 
charms  captivated  the  heart  of  a  great  prince,  whofe  memory  is  revered 
by  the  British  nation.  The  gardens  of  this  palace  are  fmall,  but  pro^ 
portioned  to  the  lize  of  the  building.  '  . 

The  moft  elegant  modern  edifice  is  the  opera  houfe;  the  feenes  arc 
fplendid,  and  of  an  exquifite  tafte,  but  the  want  of  a  painted  cieling  and 
other  Handing  ornaments,  render  the  interior  part  lefs  pompbus^than  the 
exterior.  The  pillars  which  fupport  the  roof,  and  are  calculated  to 
throw  the  whole  into  a  grand  falloon,  are  apt  to  obftrudl  the  movements 
of  the  feenes.  It  has  three  galleries,  and  is  reckoned  to  contain  above 
2000  perfons.  The  orcheftra  confifts  of  about  50  muficians,  the  pay 
of  which  is  moderate.  The  king  is  more  liberal  to  the  Italian  ftng- 

A  a  2  *  ers. 
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crs,  of  whom  he  had  nine  or  ten  i  astkua  and  salembene  were  the 
inoft  diftinguidied  5  but  neither  of  them  will  amafs  a  miniderial  edatCj 
as  fome  of  their  profeffion  have  done,  in  other  countries,  which 
however  are  now  grown  wifer.  This  amufement  is  entirely  fupported  at 
.the  king’s  expence,  and  in  fome  degree,  rendered  fubfervient  to  the  ends  of 
his  government.  Among  other  good  politics,  he  has  learnt  the  art  of  ren¬ 
dering  himfelf  acceptable  more  by  a  polite  addrefs  than  a  profuiion  of 
expence.  When  astrua  fird  fang  before  him,  he  afked  what  her  fa- 
lary  was,  die  told  him  3,500  dollars,  Indeed,  faid  he,  madam,  dich 
“  dnging  as  yours,  well  deferves  4000,”  and  accoidingly  he.  ordered  thia 
appointment. 

The  extreme  delight  which  the  king  takes  in  mudc,  and'  the  great 
perfonal  knowledge  he  has  of  that  fcience,  have  carried  this  entertain¬ 
ment  to  a  great  perfedlion.  The  dredes,  the  fcenes,  and  the  ma* 
chinery  in  the  opera  of  phaeton,  were  indeed  mod  elegant  and 
magnificent.  In  the  upper  galleries  on  each  dde  of  the  dage  dx  trumpet 
ers  are  feated,  who  falute  the  queen  confort  and  the  queen  mother  when 
tliey  enter,  the  houfe  or  retire,  with  this  martial  mufic,  which  heightens 
the  pomp  and  chearfulnefs  of  the  entertainment ;  but  the  king  himfelf^ 
who  acts  in  a  fphere  fuperior  to  the  rules  of- pompous  ceremony,  excu- 
fes  this  falutation  to  his  own  perfon, 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  this  feafon  wms  devoted  to  amufement, 
v/hich  laded  about  ten  days ;  in  this  time  feveral  operas,  concerts,  and 
mafquerades  were  exhibited ;  but  the  mod  didinguidied  was  the  car¬ 
rousel  "'j  the  expence  of  which  amounted  to  70,000  crowns.  This 
fplendld  diow  fell  in  with  the  tade  of  feveral  young  perfons  of  didindti- 
011  then  at  court,  and  did  not  much  affedl  the  king’s  pocket.  The  in- 
ditution  of  tilts  and  tournaments,  feems  calculated  to  raife  an  emulation 
to  excel  in  horfemandiip,  and  in  the  ufe  of  the  fpear  and  fword  1  which 
is  indeed  promoting  a  fenfe  of  military  glory.  This  entertainment  con¬ 
fided  of  quadrilles,  or  four  companies,  in  tlie  dredes  of  romans, 

^  Lewis  XIV.  made  a  fplendid  entertainment  of  this  fort  in  1662,  in  [he  habits  of  Tu r ks,  in» 
BiANs,  ROMAN?,  PERSIANS  and  A M E R I c ANs,  of  which  VOLTAIRE  Hiakcs  mentiop. 
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Chap.  XXXI.  REMARKABLE  THINGS  AT  BERLIN: 

CARTHAGINIANS,  GRECIANS  and  PERSIANS',  all '  mounted  on  horfes” 
richly  caparifoned  in  the  fame  manner,  each  party  being  compofed  of" 
Rx  combatants  j  the  firft  was  condu(5led  by  Augustus  will-iam, 
the  prince  of  Prussia,  the  other  three  by  his  two  brothers’",  and  the 
margrave  the  king^s  coufih.  They  had  alfo  the  arms  of  the  feveral  na-«  - 
tions,  and  were  followed  each  by  a  band  of  muhc  proper  to  the  re- 
fpeftive  countries,  and  habited  and  attended  after  the  fame  manner.  The 
proceflion  of  the  whole  made  a  fplendid  figure,  though'  in  my  judg¬ 
ment  it  was  only  of  the  theatrical  kind,  for  I  faw  but  little  of  the  pride 
and  beauty  of  horfes,  or  horfemanfhip  j  nor  was  the  area  allotted  for 
this  entertainment  half  big  enough.  What  rendered  the  firfl  trial  ridicu¬ 
lous,  was  its  being  exhibited  by  the  light  of  lamps,  the  greatefi;  part  of 
which  were  blown  out  by  the  wind  :  however  this  inconvenience  was  re¬ 
medied  in  the  repetition  which'was  Ihown  in  broad  day,  and  the  prizes  al¬ 
lotted  to  thofe  who  were  judged  to' perform  beft,  without  any  other  blood- 
flied,  than  that  of  prince  lobkowitz  cutting  his  toe  with  his  own  fword: 

A  mock  battle  was  afterwards  fought,  which  was  incomparably  a  more 
grand  entertainment.  Four  thoufand  men  having  marched  out  in  the 
morning  early  about  a  german  mile  from  the  city,  near  the  village 
BRiTZ,  were  followed*  by  another  detachment  of  the  fame  number  : 
the  HUSSARS  and  cuirassiers  had  feveral  Ikirmiflies  on  the  way.  Both 
armies  plied  their  field  artillery  warmly at  length  a  rivulet  was  pafied,  a 
wood  was  attacked,  and  the  enemy  driven  from  it  to  a  village,  which  was 
carried  fword  in  hand.  After  this  they  went  through  all  the  various  evolu- 
'  tions  and  exercifes  of  both  cavalry  and  infantry,  as  might  be  fuppofed  in  a 
real  engagement,  changing  their  pofitions  on  a  tra<ft  of  about  two  Eng¬ 
lish  miles,  during  the  fpace  of  three  hours.  At  this  fhow  almofi.  the- 
whole  city  of  Berlin  was  prefent. 

^  Frederick  henry  lewis,  and  augustvs  ferdikand,  and  fredericK'WILliam-' 
'  margrave  of  brandekeurg  schwedt 
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ReJle5iio7is  on  cow^tlng  the  acquamtance  of  the  great.  Remarks  on  the  con- 

diiB  of  ENGLISH  travellers  abroad.  So7ne  account  of  field  marfhal 

'  KEITH,  A  fiort  defer ipt ion  of  the  city  of  Berlin.  The  number^  in- 

dnfirpy  and  temper  of  the  inhabitants.  Their  coinSj  exchange^  ^c. 

» 

^  HE  condud  of  princes  as  well  as  of  private  men,  is  fubjedt'to  be 
direded  by  perfonal  prejudices :  of  this  we  have  an  inftance  in 
the  difagreern^nt  between  the  courts  of  London  and  Berlin.  It  was 
ob'ferved  that  lord  malton  h  who  arrived  in  Berlin  at  this  time,  did 
not  receive  that  diftinguiflied  civility  which  was  due  to  his  quality  and 
merit  j  if  we  meafure  it  by  that  familiar  converfation,  which  is  ufual 
at  the  PRUSSIAN  court  from  the  king  himfelf  The  queen  mother  was 
indeed  extremely  courteous  to  his  lorddiip,  as  well  as  to  Mr.  w  at  son, 
and  not  lefs  to  their  companion,  the  agreeable  and  humane  colonel  poR- 
bester. 


This  young  nobleman  being  remarkably  fober,  and  his  charader  in 
all  refpedts  very  amiable,  I  thought  it  my  duty,  efpecially  as  he  was  in  the 
fame  inn,  to  pay  him  and  his  companions  my  refpeds,  and  they  were, 
fo  polite  as  to  return  my  vifit.  I  cannot  fay  however  that  I  approve  of 
tlie  conduct  of  thofe  who  are  forward  in  courting  great  acquaintances,  of 
whom  they  hand  in  no  need  ;  on  the  contrary  this  incident  afforded  me 
an  occafion  of  reflecting  what  ftrangers  fome  men  arc  to  their  own  hap- 
pinefs  and  dignity,  who  are  contented  to  be  little  among  the  great,  in* 
hopes  of  being  great  among  the  little,  efpecially  fuch  as  launch  into  a 
dangerous  expence  on  this  account.  Men  of  high  birth  and  large  fortunes, 
who  are  alfo  diflinguifhed  for.  politenefs  of  manners  and  improved  un- 
'derflandings,  become  indeed  a  kind  of  oracles;  but  the  enjoyment  of 
their  company  by  perfons  in  another  fphere,  fhould  be  confidered  as  a  feafl 
not  fought  for,  but  to  which  we  might  occafion  ally  accept  an  invitation. 
Gentle  paffions  and  moderate  enjoyments  in  the  track  of  religion  and 
common  fenfe,  are  things  always  widiin  our  reach,  and  certainly  pro-  . 
duClive  of  the  end  we  aim  at.  What  a  folly  is  it  then  to  run  hazards 


^  Now  marquis  of  rockingham. 
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in  fearch  of  the  mere  fhadow  of  felicity  ?  The  generality  of  thofc  who 
figure  in  the  higheft  ranks  of  life,  by  an  almoft  neceflary  confequence 
have  their  titles  and  eftates  ingrafted  into  their  thoughts ;  nor  can  they 
with  more  conlifliency  converfe  with  thofe  who  are  neither  dignified  with-, 
titles,  nor  equal  to  them  in  fortune,  than  the  learned  can  be  fuppofed 
fond  of  the  converfation  of  the  illiterate;  though  there  are  doubtlefs  many 
exceptions-.  Men  who  know  the  w'orld  and  themfelves,  fliould  confider' 
how  far  the  admonition  ^  of  a  very  wife  man  on  this  fubjedt  is  as  true  now 
as  it  was  2000  years  ago.  Under  abfolute  monarchs^  the  nobles,  though 
flaves,  partake  of  a  defpotic  authority,  and  are  often  difpofed  to  info- 
lencc;  when  the  proudefl:  noble  in  a  free  country  can  be  better  held  with¬ 
in  bounds.  In  fuch  ^nation  one  comnion  freedom  creates  a  certain  equality,- 
which  ought  to  be  deemed  more  valuable  than  the  difiindlions  of  fortune 
or  title.  Though  the  admonition  I  have  juft  referred  to,  fecms  to  teach  a  lef- 
fon  for  the  ordinary  ceconomy  of  human  life,  yet  it  ought  by  no  means  to- 
create  any  general  prejudices ;  becaufe  perfons  of  the  higheft  diftindlion  dif¬ 
fer  from  others  of  the  fame  rank,'  in  probity,  politenefs,  and  humanity,  as- 
men  of  lower  conditions  do  fmm  perfons  of  their  level.  The  elTential  quality 
of  charadters  depends  not  on  titles  or  great  cftates ;  thefe  indeed,  like  a 
rich  jewel  fet  with  art  and  elegance,  give  virtue  a  luftre,  which  in  the  eyes 
of  common  mortals,  would  not  appear  fo  well  through  any  other  medium 
therefore  they  art?  ufeful  to  'the  fociety  in  this  refpedt,  as  well  as  from  the 
due  fubordination  arifing  from  them.  I  remember  an  advertifemcnt  for 
the  fale  of  a  houfe,  which  the  proprietor  thought  to  recommend  by  its- 
neighbourhood  to  a  lord  ;  whilft  another  publilhed  his„  as  entitled  to  a. 
preference,  becaufe  it  was  twenty  miles  diftant  from  the  habitation  of 
any  nobleman.  Perhaps  they  were  both  equally  miftaken  if  they  intend^- 
ed  to  give  any  inftrudtion. 


•  With  regard  to  English  travellers,  it  has  been  generally  remarked’,, 
that  few  people  in  the  world  are  more  deficient  in  politenefs  and  mutual' 
regards  as  countrymen,  when  they  accidentally  meet  abroad;  whilft  the. 
scots  fhew  a  particular  affedtion  to  each  other,  fometimes  even  to  ex-- 
cite  a  jealoufy  a  little  injurious  to  the  common  intereft  of  both  nations. 
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We  are  Indeed  but  one  and  the*  fame  people  :  I  am  not  able  to  feparate' 
ihe  idea  by'  any  other  refledion  than  that  which  I  have  jufl  men¬ 
tioned.  Their  condud  naturally  arifes  from  their  circumftances,  as  be¬ 
ing  the  lefler  nation  of  the  two,  and  not  fo  affluent  in  point  of  wealth. 
It  ought  to  be  prefumed  alfo,  that  when  the  diftindion  fliall  be  more 
•loft,  their  condud  at  large  will  be  as  generous  as  it  has  been  political. 
We  may  hope  that  induftry  and  arts  will  be  encouraged  amongft  them  fo 
as  to  render  them  in  no  refpeds  inferior  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  other 
parts  of  the  ifland.  It  is  plain  they  excel  in  a  national  affedion  for  each 
other :  nor  do  their  colder  regions  difqualify  them  for  friendfhip,  as  I 
J^now  by  experience. 

As  to  the  indifference  of  the  English,  it  may  arife  from  a  national 
pride,  from  a  refer ve  peculiar  to  us,  or  perhaps  from  that  general  com¬ 
merce  we  have  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  which  makes  us  always  at 
home,  or  in  fine  from  a  jealoufy  of  r  making  acquaintance  abroad  which 
v/e  do  not  chufe  to  continue  at  home.  Whatever  the  caufe  or  effed 
may  be,  it  feems  a  duty  upon  the  principle  of  national  policy,  to  take 
every  favourable  opportunity  of  fhewing  a  proper  refped  abroad  to  thofe 
who  are  moft  diftinguifhed  at  home  j  for  this  plain  reafon,  that  foreigners 
muft  conceive  a  mean  opinion  of  our  union  and  national  love,  from 
whence  our  importance  is  fuppofed  to  be  in  fome  meafure  derived,  when 
they  obferve  that  we  fliow  no  fort  of  regard  for  one  another. 

I  had  more  than  once  the  mortification  of  hearing  ftories  to  the  dif- 
advantage  of  fome  of  our  countrymen  of  fortune  who  travel  for  improve¬ 
ment.  I  knew  an  inftance  of  one  who  was  recommended  to  a  certain 
merchant  of  very  great  confequence :  this  youth  came  to  him  late  at 
night,  and,  with  a  certain  fiercenefs  peculiar  to  young  men  who  have 
more  money  than  politenefs,  demanded  the  adjuftment  of  his  accounts. 
The  merchant  very  courteoufly  defired  him  to  wait  till  the  morning,  no, 
“  fays  the  young  man,  I  muft  go  inftandy  out  of  this  damn’d  country 

of  HOLLAND,  foi*  I  hate  the  dutch  moft  damnably.”  The  mer¬ 
chant,  who  was  himfelf  a  Dutchman,  faid  to  him,  Pray,  Sir,  why 

do  you  hate  the  dutch,  have  you  any  particular  reafon?"’  “  No,  re- 

plied 
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piled  the  young  gentleman,  but  I  hate  them  damnably;  I  believe  the 
“  hatred  was  born  with  me.”  But  in  oppofition  to  this  inftance,  we 
muft  do  ourfelves  the  juflice  to  obferve,  that  no  nation  produces  fuch 
a  contrail;  of  characters  as  England  ;  for  many  of  our  travellers  arc 
diftinguilhed  abroad  as  men  of  learning  and  humanity,  polTelTed  of  true 
politenefs  and  generofity  of  fpirit,  above  the  people  of  any  country  in 
the  world. 


The  cuftom  of  Berlin,  joined  to  the  motive  of  a  fmall  acquaintance 
in  RUSSIA,  induced  me  to  wait  on  field  marfl'ial  keith,  the  governor  of 
that  city,  who  received  me  with  that  politenefs  for  which  he  has  been 
always  diftinguiflied.  This  nobleman’s  leaving  the  Russian  fervice,  and  go¬ 
ing  into  that  of  Prussia  made  fome  noife  in  the  political  world.  To  enter 
into  the  reafons  of  his  conduCt  is  not  my  bufinefs ;  but  it  feems  very  eafy  to 
reconcile,  if  we  confider  his  genius  and  principles,  and  the  previous  af- 
furances  which  it  is  probable  he  received,  of  that  kind  reception  which 
he  has  experienced  in  brandenburg.  It  is  prefumed  that  he  is  not  fo 
happy  as  to  entertain  the  fame  fentiments  in  every  refpeCl  of  the  lawful  fo- 
verelgn  of  this  country  as  every  unprejudiced  perfon  muft  adopt,  whe¬ 
ther  at  home  or  abroad  ;  yet  from  his  own  natural  good  fenfe  and  dif- 
cernment,  he  treated  the  rebellion,  even  at  its  height,  as  immeafurably 
raQi  and  extravagant,  and  thofe  unhappy  men  who  embarked  in  it,  as 
plunging  themfelves  into  a  gulph  of  mifery  :  a  truth  which  they  very 
fopn  felt,  the  leaft  wretched  of  them  feeing  themfelves,  as  they  ever  will 
fee  themfelves,  the  dupes  of  their  foreign  pretended  friends. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  conduCl  of  count  Munich  :  his  def- 
perate  enterprize  at  otczakow  was  warmly  oppofed  by  field  mar- 
ftial  KEITH,  who  then  ferved  In  the  Russian  army  under  that  gene¬ 
ral,  and  was  ordered  upon  the  attack  :  a  lucky  ball  on  the  firft  onfet  taking 
his  knee,  he  was  lamed  on  this  occafion,  and  carried  off  that  fcene  of 
(laughter.  This  general  enters  deeply  and  faithfully  into  the  fervice  of 
his  mafter  the  king,  in  commercial  as  well  as  military  affairs ;  and  the 
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king  knows  how  to  acknowledge  his  fervices.  Whether  he  was  a  fecret 
fpring  of  the  embden  fcheme,  as  fome  fay,  I  know  not  5  but  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  he  is  a  great  encourager  of  manufadlories.  During  this  vifit  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  a  fpecimen  of  Prussian  military  difcipline  :  a  com¬ 
mon  foldier,  without  any  notice,  came  into  the  field  marfiial’s  prefence, 
and  prefenting  his  arms  in  form,  delivered  a  paper.  The  field  marihal 
bid  me  take  notice  of  the  exadtnefs  of  their  difcipline,  which  he  himfelf 
confirmed  by  his  infiant  obedience  of  the  fummons. 


Several  incidents  having  given  mutual  offence  to  the  courts  of  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg  and  BERLIN,  many  in  both  countries  frightned  themfelves 
with  a  notion  that  thefe  two  powers  would  engage  in  a  war,  efpecially  if 
the  SWEDES  fliould  fall  into  the  fame  ideas  as  the  Prussians  ;  but  this 
feemed  to  be  but  mere  talk.  The  Russians  would  hardly  make  any  of- 
fenfive  war  againfl:  aasithe  king  of  Prussia;  and  this  prince  is  too  wife 
to  engage  in  a  war,  where  he  has  no  profpe(5t  of  advantage.  Befides  there 
is  a  moral  certainty  that  fuch  a  flep  would  bring  the  houfe  of  Aus¬ 
tria  on  his  back,  whilft  the  Russians  might  in  the  iflue  be  too  hard 
for  him,  by  the  fuperiority  of  their  numbers,  even  though  they  fhould 
lofe  a  battle  or  two.  The  Prussian  dominions  are  open  and  unguarded, 
and  might  eafily  be  laid  wafie  by  the  tartars  and  cossacks  in  the 
RUSSIAN  fervice :  for  this  and  other  like  reafons  it  may  be,  that  his  Prus¬ 
sian  majefty  fupports  fo  numerous  a  body  of  hussars. 


The  city  of  Berlin  has  a  regular  fortification,  though  not  very  formi¬ 
dable.  The  frequent  wars  which  happen  in  Germany  feem  to  render 
it  an  afiential  article  to  fortify  the  capitals  of  fovereign  princes,  not  only  as 
the  refidence  of  their  courts,  but  as  the  place  in  which  a  very  great  por¬ 
tion  of  their  wealth  centers. 

Strangers  remark,  that  Berlin  is  a  little  Paris,  the  french  language 
being  almofi:  as  well  underftood  as  the  german.  This  city  abounds  in 
elegant  fi:ru6lures  and  regular  flreets,  and  is  computed  near  one  third  as 
big  as  LONDON,  yet  it  has  not  above  one  eighth  part  of  the  inhabitants; 
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from  whence  it  may  be  eafily  accounted  why  grafs  is  found  growing  in 
many  of  their  capital  ftreets.  The  inhabitants  were  formerly  computed 
at  80,000;  now  they  are  reckoned  110,000,  including  the  garrifon  of 
10,000  :  all  the  Prussian  dominions,  silesia  excepted,  hardly  con¬ 
tain  two  millions  of  people. 

This  acquifition  of  20,000  inhabitants  and  fubjeds  is  imputed  to  the 
good  condud  of  the  king,  in  granting  privileges  and  lands,  fufficient  to 
induce  many  to  eflablifli  themfelves  in  this  capital;  and  conlidering  this 
country  is  fo  extremely  defpotic,  and  military,  without  any  foreign  trade, 
and  furrounded  by  neighbours  who  want  little  or  nothing  of  them,  ma» 
nufadories  here  may  be  faid  to  flourilh.  They  make  woollen  cloth  fuf¬ 
ficient  for  the  army  and  great  part  of  their  home  confumption  ;  and  si¬ 
lesia  is  well  known  to  produce  a  great  fupply  of  linnens,  which  are  fent 
all  over  Europe  and  alfc  to  America.  Their  export  of  woollen  cloth* 
to  RUSSIA,  was  once  confiderable,  but  at  prefent  is  very  fmall.  So  many 
thoufands  of  french  manufadurers  having  found  protedion  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  gold  and  filver  lace,  and  wrought  filks  are  hardly  to  be  bought  in 
any  place  fo  cheap:  they  talk  of  prohibiting  thofe  of  France. 

•V 

Plumanly  fpeaking,  nothing  is  fuperior  to  induflry.  We  often  find 
that  things  which  appear  contrary  to  nature,  are  brought  to  perfedion  by 
perfeverance  and  labour.  Indeed  I  was  furprized  to  learn,  that  the  en¬ 
virons  of  BERLIN  produced  400  lbs.  weight  of  raw  filk;  and  fome  of 
the  courtiers  who  efpoufed  commercial  fchemes  mofi;,  flattered  themfelves 
thatrthe  climate  would  admit  of  a  large  produdion  of  this  kind  ;  to  me 
it  appears  next  to  impoflible  :  and  though  the  king  has  taken  the  manu- 
fadories  of  filk  into  his  own  hands ;  ftill  this  does  not  promife  that  fuc- 
cefs  which  they  exped.  Some  of  the  people  mofl:  interefled  this  way, 
endeavoured  to  perfwade  me,  that  whilfl:  we  were  debating  in  England 
about  the  redudion  of  duties  on  china  raw  filk,  the  french  had  taken 
their  meafures  to  monopolize  this  commodity  in  that  empire  and  it  was 


The  event  feems  to  prove  that  they  were  very  much  miftaken. 
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~  not  difficult  to  difcern  from  hence  how  much  they  incline  to  the  french 
intereff,  whilft  the  french  fecretly  wifh  to  fee  the  wings  of  the  Prus¬ 
sian  eagle  dipt. 

The  exchange  in  Berlin  is  ordinarily  about  134  of  their  dollars  for 
100  rix  dollars  in  Amsterdam.  They  keep  their  accounts  in  dollars, 
goede  grofchin,  and  phenigen. 

18  Phenigen  —  —  —  —  —  i  goede  grofchin.. 

24  Goede  grofchin  —  —  —  —  i  dollar. 

They  reckon  5  dollars  to  a  louis  d’or,  and  6  dollars  i  English  guinea, 
2  f  dollars  i  ducat  full  weight. 

The  people  here  were  extremely  diffrelTed  with  variety  of  coins,  fome. 
of  which  were  very  bafe;  but  the  king  has  found  means  to  run  off  a 
great  part  of  it,  and  effablifh  the  currency  of  his  own  coin  only,  in  or¬ 
der  to  have  a  large  fupply  for  the  benefit  of  trade,  and  the  fecurity  of  his 
fubjeds  property. 


CHAP.  XXXIII. 

RefeSfioJis  on  the  charaoiers  of  princes.  "Early  genius  of  the  king  of  Prus¬ 
sia.  A  general  view  of  his  difpoftion.  A  defcription  of  his  perfon 
"and  manner  of  life.  Some  familiar  fories  relatmg  to  him.  His  great 
tafe  and  delight  in  nmfic,. 

IT  is  a  tafk  delicate,  if  not  daring,  to  attempt,  during  the  lives  of 
princes,  to  draw  even  the  outlines  of  their  charaders.  Men  are  ne¬ 
ver  without  blemiihes,  which,  to  corred  in  themfelves  and  others,  is  the 
important  bufinefs  of  life :  but  the  daflardly  fears,  or  vicious,  felf-love 
of  the  guardians  and  teachers  of  princes,  have  often  prevented  the  growth 
of  thofe  virtues  in  men  born  to  empire,  which  might  truly  confritute. 
them  the  vicegerents  of  the  Almighty,  and  make  the  world  happy.  The 
enormous  power  veiled  in  fome  princes,  which  they  often  dired  as  thun¬ 
derbolts  at  the  heads  of  their  own  fubjeds^  or,  what  is  as  bad,  at  the 
heads  of  other  nations,  would  certainly  be  employed  in  another  manner  j 
'll  their  minds  were  more  improved,  and  their  hearts  better  direded 
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to  objeds  ’worthy  their  rank  as  men,  as  well  as  kings.  But  inftead  of 
infpiring  princes  from  their  infancy,  with  thofe  godlike  fentiments  of  mer¬ 
cy  and  benevolence,  which  ought  to  be  infeparable  from  power  and  com- 
mand;  how  often  are  their  propenfities  to  evil  nouri/hed  till  they  take- 
root  too  deep  to  be  extirpated  !  Thus  it  happens,  that  kings  confidered 
fimply  as  men,  are  fometimes  great  objedls  of  companion. 


In  countries  where  men  have  excluded  themselves  from  the  com¬ 
mon  bounty  of  providence,  and  groan  under  an  arbitrary  power,  though 
the  prince  had  as  many  vices  as  drew  down  fire  on  sodom,  it  is  not 
uncommon  to  amufe  him  with  flattering  appellations^  as  if  he  had  vir¬ 
tues  enough  to  tranflate  him  to  heaven :  though  at  the  fame  time  no¬ 
thing  can  be  more  obvious  than  this,  that  true  greatnefs  of  mind  would 
add  to  their  glory  more  than  all  the  external  accidents  of  royalty. 

In  the  happy  ifland  of  great  Britain  we  think  like  men  5  we  know¬ 
how  to  value  the  virtues  of  a  prince,  but  we  dare  alfo  to  fpeak  of  their 
vices,  w^henever  they  become  hurtful  to  the  fl:ate.  This  privilege  does  in¬ 
deed  deceive  fome  into  a  behaviour  jnconfiftent  with  found  politics  and  true 
religion  :  forgetting  the  refped:  that  is  due  to  the  fupreme  magiflrate,  they 
convert  the  blefling  into  a  curfe.  As  in  friendfhip  between  man  and  man,, 
we  can  with  no  confiflency  allow  ourfclves  to  fpeak  of]  the  failings  of 
others  without  great  tendernefs fo  with  regard  to  princes,  though  we 
keep  within  the  letter  of  the  law,  a  wanton  indulgence  of  our  tongues 
mufl:  weaken  that  love  and  refpedl,  which  is  the  mofl;  folid  foundation 
of  fubordination.  Nor  ought  this  to  be  deemed  too  nice  a  diftindtion 
or  compariforr,  mudh  lefs  produdfive  of  that  blind  homage  which  pre¬ 
pares  men’s  minds  for  flavery.  In  private  life  friendfhip  can  fubfifl:  no  longer 
than  men  are  kept  within  certain  bounds ;  it  ceafes  as  foon  as  they  arrive 
to  a  certain  degree  of  vicioufnefs  j  fo  I  imagine  will  the  love  of  fubjedls 
towards  princes,  for  human  nature  being  ffill  the  fame,  virtue  wall  for 
ever  be  the  obiedl  wdiich  we  love  and  revere.  The  virtues  or  vices  of 
princes,  as  of  private  men,  mufl;  ever  render  them  amicable  or  ungrateful. 
to  their  fubjedls  3  but  if  v/e  look  into  the  hiflory  of  mankind,  and 
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fee  how  nations  have  been  afflided  by  the  very  governments  which  they 
.eftabliflied  for  their  fupport,  and  how  depraved  human  nature  is^  that 
V  country  has  great  caufe  to  be  thankful,  whofe  fovereign,  whether  his  pow¬ 
er  is  limited  or  defpotic,  has  but  few  vices  injurious  to  the  community; 
and  whofe  condud:  in  general  is  calculated  for  the  fupport  and  happinefs. 
,of  his  people. 

Thus  far  in  excufe  of  what  I  fliall  fay  of  the  king  of  Prussia. 
'This  prince  is  faid  to  be  no  friend  to  great  Britain,  according  to 
the  prefent  fyftem  of  politics,  nor  may  his  condud  be  in  every  refped 
juftifiable,  yet  I  think  he  deferves  great  encomiums.  There  is  a'  pleafure 
in  praifing  the  worthy  whether  they  happen  to  be  our  friends  or  not. 
Frederick  II.  king  of  Prussia  and  eledor  of  Brandenburg,  was 
born  the  24th  of  January  1712%  and  began  his  reign  the  31ft  of  May 
1740;  fo  that  he  was  28  years  of  age  when  his  father  died.  He- had  an 
early  tafte  of  literature  and  polite  arts,  and  fliewed  a  particular  paffion 
for  FRENCH  breeding  and  delicacy  of  manners,  in  oppofition  to  the  inele¬ 
gant  cuftoms  which  prevailed  at  his  father’s  court.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  late  king  was  a  lover  of  drinking,  a  vice  which  in  few  coun¬ 
tries  is  more  familiar  than  in  Germany.  The  prince  abominated  this 
vice,  and  particularly  the  cuftom  of  fwallowing  large  draughts  of  malt 
liquor.  This  and  other  correfpondent  circumftances  at  length  determined 
him  to  leave  his  father  in  a  fecret  manner,  and  go,  as  it  was  faid  he  in¬ 
tended,  to  the  BRITISH  court;  but  the  attempt  was  fruftrated,  andcofl:  an 
unhappy  gentleman  his  head. 

It  is  a  dodrine  which  princes  do  not  fubfcribe  to  in  theory,  that  ftrength 
■and  power  are  the  heft  rights  of  the  fovereignties  of  countries ;  but  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  will  be  found  upon  experience,  that  more  kings  are  kept  in  awe  by 
the  combinations  which  are  formed  to  reftrain  each  other’s  paflions,  and 
idupport  an  independency ;  tlian  by  a  Ijbnfe  of  moral  duties  arifing  from  the 

Son  of  FREDERICK  WILLIAM, by  SOPHIA  DOROTHEA,  the  prefent  quccn  dowager,  who  is  fiilcT 
of  his  majefty  king  geo  roe  If.  As  this  jrrincehas  hardly  ever  fat  for  his  piSure,  it  is  rare  to  fee  a 
good  likenefs  of  him ;  the  place  annexed  gives  a  tolerable  idea  of  his  perfon,  drefs,  and  air,  though  he 
is  made  too  young. 
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common  rights  of  mankind,  as  founded  in  their  original  conftitution. 
Whenever  a  nation  is  involved '  in  any  deep  calamity,  we  may  generally 
obferve,  that  more  ftates  are  difpofed  to  diflrefs  it  farther,  than  to  relieve 
it.  If  princes  reap  advantages  from  the  misfortunes  in  which  they  fee 
their  neighbours  involved,  when  there  is  no  other  reafon  for  their  conduft 
but  the  greater  hopes  of  fuccefs ;  may  they  not  be  compared  to  thofe  who  ■ 
find  the  bed:  opportunity  to  deal  when  an  houfe  is  in  flames  ?  It  will  * 
not  follow  from  any  thing  I  have  faid,  that  the  king  of  Prussia  had 
no  right  to  his  conqued:  of  silesia:  that  he  has  conquered  it  is  mod: 
certain,, and  we  mud  leave  to  hidorians  and  cafuids  to  determine  whether^ 
the  adlion  was  jud  or  not. 


When  princes  are  really  god’s  vicegerents,  religion  mud  be  the  bafis  of 
their  government  and  politics :  what  notions  the  prince  in  quedion-  has  “ 
adopted,  I  know  not  j  he  is  reputed  by  many  a  free-thinker  in  the  word 
fenfe  of  the  word  j  but  the  rule  of  his  government,  and  his  fuperiority  to 
the  vanities  and  mean  gratifications  of  life,  does  not  favour  fo  harfh  a 
judgment.  So  far  from  adopting  machiavelian  principles,  the  an-  - 
TE-MACHiAVEL  is  faid  to  have  been  wrote  by  him,  or  his  favourite  Vol¬ 
taire,  in  confutation  of  thofe  maxims  which  ridicule  a  dried  adherence 
to  equity,  and  a  difintereded  love  of  mankind.  It  is  a  fad  truth  howe¬ 
ver,  that  in  general  men  of  great  parts,  and  particularly  thofe  in  eminent  ' 
life,  affeding  to  move  in  a  higher  fphere  than  common  people,  and  by 
the  force  of  their  genius  to  pry  into  things  which  the  author  of  nature 
never  intended  diould  be  the  objeds  of  human  reafon,  do  often  fall  into 
grofler  delufions  than  the  vulgar.  Men  of  this  damp  obferving  the  infinite 
variety  of  modes  of  faith  and  forms  of  wordiip  in  the  world,  together 
with  a  long  lid  of  vulgar  errors,  which  in  different  ages  and  countries  have 
obtained  advocates,  are  led  into  a  perfwafion  that  many  didindions  which 
are  commonly  confidered  as  of  eternal  importance,  are  of  no  other  confe- 
quence  than  as  political  engines  of  government. 

One  might  be  tempted  to  think,  that  commercial  projeds  .in  a  coun¬ 
try  fo  entirely  military  as  Prussia^  could  hardly  be  brought  to  any 
perfedion;  yet  if  we  confider  the  drid  difeipline  of  the  Prussian 
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arriiy,  it  is  the  more  eafy  to  be  reconciled.  I  was  well  afTured  at  Ber¬ 
lin,  that  of  10,000  foldiers  in  garrifon,  not  a  man  had  been  known  for 
feveral  months  to  have  committed  any  violence,  or  difturbed  the  tran¬ 
quility  of  the  citizens.  If  this  project  of  a  trade  to  the  east  indies 
takes  effedl,  it  is  thought  the  Hollanders  will  feel  it  more  than 
any  other  nation;  but  it  is  not  lefs  the  duty  of  the  fubje(fts  of  great 
BRITAIN  to  withhold  that  affiflance  which  the  laws  forbid  us  to 
;grant. 

There  is  one  circumftance  in  favour  of  his  Prussian  majedy  beyond 
any  other  prince  in  Europe,  I  mean  the  great  oeconomy  of  liis  govern¬ 
ment  and  perfonal  expence.  The  allowance  of  his  table  is  but30  crowns® 
a  day,  fidi  and  wine  excepted,  in  which  he  makes  no  great  expence. 

Potsdam  is  the  favourite  relidence  of  this  prince  ;  here  he  avoids  the 
empty  ceremonies  of  a  court.  He  fits  down  to  table  with  twelve 
perfons,  and  after  his  own  minifters  who  are  mofi;  in  favour,  are  invi¬ 
ted,  and  alfo  thofe  of  foreign  princes  who  happen  to  be  at  potsdAm, 
his  officers,  even  to  an  enfign,  fill  up  the  vacant  places.  Nor  is  this 
the  only  means  of  recommending  himfelf  to  the  love  of  his  foldiers;  the 
meanefi;  officer  knows  that  he  fliall  be  redreffed  in  any  cafe  of  injuffice  ; 
that  wherever  his  quarters  are,  he  need  but  write  to  the  king,  and  by  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  poll  he  may  expert  an  anfwer,  oftentimes  wrote  by  his  ma- 
jefty  himfelf.  In  his  letters  he  fometimes  goes  fo  far  as  to  advife  where  he 
thinks  the  party  errs  in  judgment,  or  is  biafied  by  fome  falfe  defire;  this 
alfo  renders  his  fervice  the  more  valuable.  His  converfation  is  free  and  eafy, 
oven  to  jelling,  but  he  can  pafs  from  the  gay  to  the  ferious  in  an  infiant. 

As  to  the  infurance  of  foreign  India  Ihips  at  their  firft  fetting  out ;  mankind  are  become  ver/ 
bafe  in  moft  countries,  and  it  feems  prudent  for  under-writers  to  try  how  a  new  enterprize  of  fuch  mo¬ 
ment  is  conduced  in  point  of  probity  as  well  as  fkill,  before  they  throw  themfelves  into  the  arms  of 
thofe  who  may  be  tempted  to  play  tricks,  in  cafe  their  bufinefs  does  not  profper ;  we  may  obferve  further, 
that  i  F  it  does  not  profper,  and  no  infurance  is  made,  or  none  which  proves  refponfible,  the  fcheme 
MIGHT  be  rendered  abortive,  which  is  an  argument  agaiull  infuring  :  we  may  alfo  add,  that  in  a  na¬ 
tional  L  IGHT  it  is  abfurd  to  infurewhat  we  do  not  defire  fhould  fucceed,  and  this  realbn,  as  far  as  it 
may  be  allowed  a  good  one,  is  againft  the  infuring  the  Ihips  of  our  enemies  in  time  of  war.  '  5  5  ^ 


•  Chap.  XXXIII.  KING  OF  PRUSSIA;  201 

he  fupports  his  dignity  from  the  fear,  as  well  as  the  affedion  of  thofe  a- 
•bout  him. 

He  requires  delicate  foods,  but  eats  moderately,  and  mixes  water  with 
his  wine :  he  takes  Spanish  fnulf  to  excefs,  fo  that  his  cloaths  can  fcarce 
be  clear  of  it  3  in  this  inftance  he  refembles  the  great  prince  eugene. 
He  ufed  to  drink  liberally  of  champaign,  and  eat  rich  fruits  foaked  in 
llirong  wine.  But  having  been  often  afflicted  with  fevers,  he  is  become 
abRemious. 

In  his  perfon  he  appears  rather  plump  than  corpulent,  his  face  looks 
full  of  blood,  his  countenance  is  inclined  to  the  penlive,  but  is  very  ex- 
preffive,  indicating  in  fome  meafure  the  inceffant  labour  of  his  mind. 
Since  the  late  war  he  is  much  broken,  and  ftoops,  which  takes  off*  from 
his  figure.  He  often  appears  in  boots,  and  always  in  his  regimentals, 
which  are  a  blue  cloth  frock  with  filver  Brandenburgs,  and  he  is  maf- 
ter  only  of  one  change  for  the  winter  and  another  for  the  fummer.  I  faw 
his  wardrobe,  which  is  indeed  very  mean  or  very  grand,  according  to  the 
imprefiion  it  gives  the  fpedtator.  In  this  'particular  the  king  is  a  copy  of 
PETER  the  GREAT. 

His  bed,  which  I  particularly  obferved  at  charlottenburg,' was 
in  a  fmall  alcove  or  niche,  confiding  only  of  two  mattrefies  under  the  cover 
of  a  down  quilt,  without  the  lead  common  ornament  or  mark  of  grandeur. 
He  often  afks  his  mod  familiar  acquaintance,  if  they  think  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  a  king  above  all  others  the  mod  defirable  ?  and  then  tells  them 
how  ealily  they  may  redify  their  fond  opinion,  by  obferving  what  great 
labour  and  attention  the  duty  of  a  king  requires. 

He  is  fo  little  an  obferver  of  ufelefs  forms,  that  he  has  rifen  from  his 
chair  at  his  writing  table,  and  caufed  his  engraver  to  take  his  place,  and 
write  down  the  orders  which  he  dilated  danding.  .  That  he  has  a  fenfe 
of  frienddiip  and  gratitude,  is,  I  think,*  obvious  from  a  fingular  clrcum- 
dance  of  his  condudl  during  my  abode  in  Berlin,  and  to  a  perfon  with 
whom  I  had  the  honour  of  being  well  acquainted.  This  is  Mr.  keith, 
whom  I  knew  in  Portugal,  after  he  had  been  obliged  to  leave  his 
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country  in  the  late  king’s  reign,  for  his  devotion  to  the  fervice  of  his  pre* 
fent  majefty.  On  his  return  home  it  was  natural  for  this  gentleman  tOt 
cxped  a  kind  reception  j  but  the  king  having  now  adopted  other  principles, 
was  defirous  to  inculcate  the  neceffity  of  obedience  to  the  fovereign  ^ 
however  he  allowed  Mr.  keith  a  pcnfion,  gave  him  the  rank  of  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel,  and  put  him  near  the  queen  mother.  At  length  being  well 
apprized  of  his  real  worth,  he  took  occafion  to  remember  his  faithful 
fervant.  In  the  mock -battle  which  I  have  mentioned,  this  prince  order¬ 
ed  a  few  trees,  to  a  very  inconiiderable  value,  to  be  cut  down  in  the 
Pi'ounds  of  madame  kneephause,  the  mother-in-law  of  Mr.  keitii, 
with  v/hom  alfo  the  king  did  not  ftand  very  fair.  The  king  feeing  Mr. 
KEITH  at  court  the  day  after,  called  to  him,  and  in  very  obliging  terms 
afked  him  in  french,  ‘‘  V/ill  you  do  me  a  pleafure  ?  Carry  this  cafket 
“  to  your  mother  in-lav/  with  my  compliments,  and  here  is  the  key  of 
“  it.”  In  it  were  found  10,000  crowns  in  gold,  and  a  very  polite  letter 
to  madame  kneephause,  recommending  Mr.  keith  to  her  in  the 
ilrongefi;  and  moil  aftedlionate  terms.  This  incident  gained  the  king 
applaufe,  in  proportion  to  the  great  love  and  efteem  which  every  one  has 
for  Mr.  KEITH.  This  gentleman  is  of  scotch  extraction,  but  his  pa- . 
rents  for  fome  ages  have  acknowledged  allegiance  to  the  houfe  of  Bran¬ 
denburg. 

With  regard  to  filial  duties,  few  private  men  treat  their  parents  with 
more  refpedt  than  he  does  his  mother,  whom  he  never  approaches  covered, 
nor  without  the  higheft  expreffions  of  reverence  ^  when  he  is  in  Berlin 
he  vifits  her  every  day ;  nor  does  he  treat  his  filters  with  lefs  politenefs. 
He  is  civil  to  his  own  queen,  but  nothing  more :  this  is  a  part  of  his  hif- 
tory  which  the  people  do  not  talk  of.  I  obferved  in  the  opera  houfe  that 
he  placed  the  margravine  of  bareith  at  his  right  hand ;  and  when  he 
took  his  leave,  retired  backwards  two  or  three  yards.  German  ceremo¬ 
nies  are  in  feveral  in  fiances  troublefome,  and  in  fome  ridiculous. 

I  •  t  • 

Befides  his  great  fkill  in  mufic,  he  has  a  tafle  for  poetry  3  during  his 
campaign,  in  that  part  of  the  war  which  was  unfortunate®,  after  perform - 
'*  When  he  retired  from  before  prince  Charles  in  bohemia. 
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ing  all  the  duties,  and  fufFering  all  the  fatigues  of  a  general  in  the  day, 
he  polTelTed  fuch  tranquility  as  to  anfwer  letters  of  pleafure  and  politenefs, 
and  even  to  write  verfes  in  the  evening,  as  I  was  affured  by  one  of  his 
chaplains.  His  memoirs  of  the  houfe  of  Brandenburg,  are  a  proof  of 
his  abilities  as  an  author. 


This  prince  pretends  alfo  to  fome  knowledge  in  phyfic  he  difputes  with 
his  phyficians,  and,  after  hearing  their  opinions,  generally  prefcribes  for 
himfelf.  I  do  not  fuppofe  that  this  is  always  the  cafe  j  but  he  once  gave  oc- 
cafion  to  a  certain  phyfician  to  tell  him  with  that  franknefs  with  which 
one  may  fpeak  to  a  man  of  fenfe,  though  a  king,  All  the  world  mult 
‘‘  acknowledge  your  majefty  underdands  how  to  govern  a  kingdom ;  but 
“  give  me  leave  to  underdand  my  profedion  alfo  as  a  phyfician.” 

There  is  another  dory  current  in  Berlin,  which  I  apprehend  mult 
have  had  fome  foundation,  though  the  circumdances  are  not  very  credible* 
When  the  difgud  between  the  courts  of  London  and  Berlin  ran  high,  the  I 
king  upon  fome  jocofe  occafion,  mentioned  a  certain  great  prince  in  terms  | 
not  the  mod  refpedful ;  to  which  his  minider,  who,  as  the  dory  fays,  \ 
was  then  prefent,  made  this  pertinent  and  gallant  anfwer  5  ‘‘  The  king  my  t 
“  mader  never  rode  olf  the  field  of  battle.”  This  was  doing  judice  at  once 
to  the  edential  merit  and  well  known  valour  of  the  prince  in  quedion, 
and  reproving  the  king  for  the  fault  which  he  committed  by  an  over  foli- 
citude  for  the  fecurity  of  his  perfon  at  the  battle  of  molvitz,  where  he 
made  his  fird  appearance  as  a  warrior. 

The  great  fecret  of  life,  with  regard  to  the  execution  of  much  bufi-'^ 
nefs  of  whatever  kind,  is  a  proper  and  religious  didribution  of  the  feve-  1 
ral  hours  of  the  day.  No  man  underdands  this  better  than  his  prussi-  ^ 
AN  majedy :  his  conditution  having  fudered  by  taking  too  little  red, 
he  now  goes  to  bed  early,  and  deeps  feven  or  eight  hours :  by  this  means 
he  is  in  a  condition  to  rife  early ;  and  befides  the  bufinefs  of  the  cabinet 
and  the  parade,  he  can  enjoy  his  favourite  pleafures  of  books  and  muficj 
in  this  lad  he  compofes  as  well  as  performs. 
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It  is  ai^azing  to  confider  a  man  fo  devoted  to  bufinefs,  and  yet  fo  paf- 
fionately  fond  of  mufic^  how  far  it  may  contribute  to  the  virtue  of  his 
mind,  I  know  not  i  it  is  certainly  no  vulgar  pleafure.  Of  all  the  en- 

joyments  of  lenfe,  fays  an  eminent  divine,  this  is  the  leail  fenfual.”  In¬ 
deed  its  elfefls,  if  rightly  improved,  terminate  not  in  the  bare  pleafure 
of  amufement  j  it  feems  to  be  peculiarly  adapted  to  minds  fufceptible  of 
religious  imprefiions ;  its  charms  are  calculated  to  infplre  a  juft  idea  of 
him  who  has  formed  the  heart  to  a  relidi  of  fuch  delights,  endowed  us 
with  capacities  to  proclaim  his  praifes^  and  taught  us  how  to  raife  the 
foul  to  the  raptures  of  angels. 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  very  few  perfbns  who  have  not  a  good  ge¬ 
nius,  arrive  at  any  great  proficiency  in  this  fcience,  though  it  feems  to 
depend  more  on  the  imagination  than  the  underftanding.  It  is  certain 
that  this  enchanting  art  has  made  a  deep  Impreffion  on  the  king  of  Prus¬ 
sia,  who  prides  himfelf  in  nothing  fo  much,  except  bufinefs.  He  ge¬ 
nerally  fpends  a  ihort  time  in  playing  on  the  fliite  eveiy  morning  before 
he  goes  to  his  cabinet :  here  he  remains  till  eleven,  and  then  receives  ^fo¬ 
reign  minifters,  and  executes  bufinefs  of  a  more  public  nature  till  noon  : 
he  then  ufually  goes  abroad,  and  gratifies  himfelf  in  feeing  military  ex- 
crcife,  and  performing  the  duty  of  a  foldier,  ^and  keeping  up  the  fpirit  of 
that  difcipiine,  which  is  fo  effential  to  the  fupport  of  his  hate  and  con- 
queft.  Soon  after  one  he  dines,  and  about  three  one  of  his  fecretaries 
reads  to  him.  In  the  evening  he  has  a  concert  j  and  this  is  the  ordinary 
manner  in  which  he  fills  up  the  day. 

The  world  has  talked  much  of  his  fecret  manner  of  condudling  bufi¬ 
nefs  :  it  is  well  known  that  befides  the  execution  of  fome  important 
part  of  it  with  his  own  hand  j  his  fecretaries  have  every  one  their  pri¬ 
vate  apartment,  and  each  his  particular  province  affigned  5  fo  that  if  he 
difcovers  that  any  of  them  are  unfaithful,  there  is  no  difficulty  where  to 
fix  it. 

Not  with  {landing  this  prince’s  great  abilities,  his-  fituatlon  feems  to  be 
tmeafy.  It  has  been  laid  of  him,  that  he  once  declared  he  would  give 

his 
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his  right  hand  to  be  fure  of  pofTedihg  silesia  during  his  life.  It  is 
highly  improbable  that  he  ever  did  make  fuch  a  declaration,  though  it 
might  be  made  for  him  by  the  partizans  of  the  houfe  of  Austria, 

Immediately  after  the  diverdons  I  have  mentioned' were  concluded,  ther 
king  went  to  breslau  ^  it  was  remarkable  that  the  houfe  in  which  he 
was  lodged,  was  in  flames  without  its  being  known  by  what  means,  and 
his  majefty  had  but  juft  time  to  preferve  his  perfon,  narrowly  efcaping 
from  the  flames  as  his  father  did  about  20  years  before  at  Dresden.  Now 
I  have  mentioned  breslau,  it  may  be  worth  obferving  that  the  king 
maintains  a  garrifon  of  10,000  foldiers  in  that  city,  whereas  the  Aus¬ 
trians  never  had  near  that  number.  Notwithflanding  fome  appear¬ 
ances,  the  fleady  hand  with  which  this  prince  condud:s  his  government, 
promifes  a  happy  reign.  The  time  may  come  when  it  will  be  the  mutual* 
interefl;  of  this  nation,  and  the  houfe  of  Brandenburg,  to -reunite  a- ■ 
gain  :  though  religion  feems  to  be  out  of  the  queflion  in  mod  politicals 
alliances,  yet  this  confideration  will  ever  create  an  inclination  to  friend- 1 
fliip  among  flates.  The  eftablifhed  religion  of  Brandenburg,  is  much', 
the  fame  as  ours :  we  have  generally  been  connected  with  that  houfe ; 
and  the  prefent  good  fituation  of  it,  if  the  united  provinces  continue  j 
in  the  condition  they  are  in,  may  again^  render  a  union  neceffary.  But 
whatever  changes  time  may  produce  in  dates,  ever  fubje6l  to  change, 
honour,  I  think,  will  be  due  to  the  prefent  kihg  of  Prussia  from 
ns,  and  all  mankind.  He  has  edabliflied’ a  reputation  upon  the  fureft 
foundation,  was  it  only  for  that  bold  generous  droke  in  politicSj  in^ 
delivering  his  country  from  the  jaws  of  lawyers,  who  before  his  time, 
at  lead  in  drandenburg,  fported  with  the.  fufferings  of  the  wretch¬ 
ed,  and  faw  unmoved  the  tears  of  the  widow.  In  the  Prussian  do.- 
minions,  the  deeiiion  of  caufes  cannot  be  protraded  to  a  tormenting 
and  devouring  length.  How  long  this  will  lad  is  hard  to  fay,  unlefs  the 
king  has  the  art  of  making,  his  fubjeds  virtuous,  as-  well  as  obedient  to* 
his  edids.  The  fuits  in  Brandenburg  are  now  brought  to» a  fpeedy 
idlie  at  an  eafy  expence,  a  regulation  which  could  never  be  made  but  by 
the  fingular  attention  of  a  fqvereign  prince,  Why  it  is  not  done  in  11- 
.  .  mited. 
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'mited  as  well  as  abfolute  monarchies,  I  know  not ;  unlefs  in  certain  in^ 
.liances  ilavery  is  preferred  to  liberty,  or  the  name  of  liberty  to  the  re- 
.  ality  of  it.  The  law  is  certainly  an  excellent  and  a  neceflary  profeflion ; 
but  too  many  men  are  bred  up  to  it  j  confequently  in  purfuit  of  a  fup- 
,port,  they  deviate  from  the  original  defign,  by  perplexing  with  injurious 
refinements  that  which  it  is  their  duty  to  make  plain  and  intelligible. 

After  what  has  been  faid  in  praife  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  of 
‘the  feveral  marks  of  his  fine  tafte  and  penetrating  judgment,  we  may 
•contemplate  the  fuperior  chaims  of  liberty!.  A  man  accuflomed  to  live 
ninder  a  limited  monarchy,  who  has  preferved  a  right  fenfe  of  kis' condition, 
■will  plainly  difcover  how  little  defirable  thofe  circumhances  are,  which 
(render  it  tire  duty  of  a  father  to  fubmit  the  difpofal  of  his  children,  as 
as  well  as  his  eftate,  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  his  fovereign  3  which  mull 
fometimes  tempt  him,  even  under  fuch  a  king  as  his  Prussian  majelly, 
to  curfe  his  anceftors,  whofe  folly  or  cowardice  have  forfeited  the  reward 
cof  virtue,  and  the  moll  valuable  gift  which  the  author  of  nature  has  be¬ 
llowed  on  his  creatures. 


C  H  A  P,  XXXiV. 

'Afiort  defcrlption  of  the  palaces  of  charlottenburg  and  potsdam. 
Of  the  PRUSSIAN  number  of  the  Prussian  troops^  their  arms ^ 

■cloaihijig,  exercife  a?2d pay with  a  view  of  the  Prussian  revenues. 

Before  I  took  my  final  leave  of  Berlin,  my  curiofity  carried 
me  to  to  charlottenburg,  which  is-about  a  mile  dillance  from 
the  city,  through  a  road  exceeding  fandy.  The  king’s  grandfather  found- 
•ed  this  palace,  and  his  prefent  majelly  has  finilhed  it  according  to  his 
own  tafte,  which  appears  to  be  extremely  elegant.  There  is  a  range  of 
about  ten  apartments,  few  of  them  large,  but  well  difpofed  and  conve¬ 
nient  3  they  are  adorned  with  white  ftoco  and  gilding  in  a  very  high 
manner.  The  ball  room  is  in  an  exquifite  tafte,  and  worthy  of  the 

king  who  is  faid  to  have  defigned  it.  It  has  ten  windows  on  each  fide, 

and 
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and  beddes  the  (loco  and  guild ing,  which  are  more  rich  than  in  the  other  • 
apartments,  it  is  alfo  adorned  with  bulls,  flatues  and  large  pier  glafles. 
The  gardens  are  laid  out  with  tajde,  and  the  ftatues  well  difpofed. 

Auguft  the  2  2d,  I  left  Berlin  and  went  to  pots  dam,  which  is  diP-*^ 
tant  4  miles ;  the  road  is  very  fandy  and  difagreeable.  This  is  the  fa¬ 
vourite  refidence  of  the  king;  it  is  agreeably  lituated  on  a  branch  of  the 
SPREE,  which  forms  a  ferpentine  figure,  and  is  near  100  fathoms  over. 
The  town  is  of  a  confiderable  extent,  and  the  buildings  neat  and  regular, , 
as  indeed  are  thofe  of  almoft  every  town  in  brandenburg  3  but  itfeems  ^ 
to  be  intirely  occupied  by  foldiers.  The  palace  which  the  king  has  lately/ 
built  there,  is  not  large,  but  elegant,  particularly  the  king’s  writing-  - 
chamber  and  fludy,  the  lafl  is  partitioned  by  balluftrades  of  filver ;  the  ■ 
frames  of  the  looking-glalTes  and  embellifhments  of  the  tables  are  alfo 
of  the  fame  metal.  There  is  a  large  apartment  for  the  officers  who  dine  • 
in  it  every  day  at  the  king’s  expence.  The  throne  in  the  audience  cham-  - 
ber  is  magnificently  adorned  with  a  rich  embroidery  of  the  arms  of  the  * 
houfe  of  BRANDENBURG,  fuppoTted  by  two  Hercules’s.  In  one  of' 
the  apartments  are  two  curious  figures  in  copper,  of  a  Chinese  man  . 
fitting,  a  woman  of  the  fame  country  fupporting  an  umbrello  over  him ; , 
the  whole  piece  is  richly  gilded  and  flands  in  an  oval  niche  laid  with  . 
marble  ;  thefe  two  figures  compofe  a  very  convenient  ftove.  -  They  were 
then  lining  the  grand  lalloon  with  silesia  marble,  of  which  the  fiair-- 
cafe  was  already  finifhed. 

In  the  garden  are  many  rich  flatues  of  a  great  fize,  particularly  a  NEPr^-- 
TUNE  and  AMPHiTRiTE  eredted  on  a  fea  car  in  a  large  bafon,  oppofite 
the  eafi;  front  of  the  palace.  The  flables  are  contiguous,  and  well  fuiv 
nifhed  with  good  English  hunters. 

In  POTSDAM  are  quartered  the  king’s  guards,  who  are  about  2000 
men,  of  great  ftature  and  comelinefs,  well  cloathed,  and  difiinguiflied 
by  filver  laced  hats  and  black  cockades.  His  prefent  majefly  has  declined 
thofe  oppreffive  meafures  which  the  old  king  pradtifed  to  fupport  this 
body  of  men  of  a  prodigious  fiature ;  they  are  yet  remarkably  tall.  A 

certain 
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■•certain  English  nobleman  being  afkedby  his  late  majefty,  if  his  maf- 
“  ter  had  any  equal  number  of  troops  who  could  beat  thefe  tall  fellows,’* 
anfwered,  “  I  do  not  know  that  the  king  my  mafter  has  any  regiment 
“  who  can  beat  your  majefly's  guards;  but  I  dare  engage  he  has  one  of 

half  their  number  that  would  fight  them.” 

The  army  which  his  prefent  majefty  keeps  on  foot,  being  an  objed:  of 
aftonifhment  to  the  curious  world,  I  ftiall  mention  fuch  particulars  as  oc¬ 
curred  to  me ;  and  though  many  of  them  may  at  firft  fight  appear  as  too 
minute  for  judicious  obfervation,  yet  they  are  not,  I  think,  uninterefting. 

The  number  of  troops  in  the  pay  of  the  king  of  Prussia  is  generally 
.computed  at  120,000;  his  officers  infifted  they  were  140,000.  I  have 
feen  a  lift  which  makes  them  yet  more  numerous,  but  I  believe  they  do 
not  exceed  this  number,  if  they  reach  it. 

This  prince  has  a  body  of  80  fquadrons  of  hussars,  each  of  130 
■men.  I  faw  -many  of  them  in  the  towns  I  pafiTed  through,  and  was  fur- 
prized  by  what  means  they  could  be  colleded,  fo  youthful,  comely, 
ffirong  and  well  ftiaped:  but  the  king  has  his .emifiTaries  all  over  Europe. 
Whilft  I  was  in  dantzig,  a  young  man  of  whom  I  had  fome  know- 
.ledge,  had  procured  himfelf  a  lodging  in  prifon  ;  his  debt,  which  was  of 
about  20 1.  was  immediately  .offered  to  be  paid,  provided  he  would  enter 
into  the  PRUSSIAN  fervice. 

The  arms  of  the  hussars  are  a  light  mufket  and  fabre,  both  which 
*.are  kept  in  admirable  order.  Their  cloathing  is  of  coarfe  red  cloth,  made 
ciofe  to  their  bodies,  and  ftrengthened  at  the  elbows  by  leather  in  the 
iliape  of  a  heart.  Their  breeches  are  of  well  drefled  flieep-lkin.  Their 
boots  ftiort  and  light,  but  the  foies  of  them  made  durable.  Their  caps 
are  ftrengthened  in  the  ordinary  way,  fo  as  to  ftand  a  cut.  They  are 
the  only  denomination  of  foldiers  in  the  Prussian  fervice  who  have 
no  chaplain ;  indeed  their  number  upon  the  old  eftablilhment  was  inco;  - 
liderable.  One  of  the  chaplains  who  attended  the  king  in  the  laft  war, 
complained  to  me  of  the  little  fenfe  off  religion  among  the  hussars  ;  and 
as  'an  inftance,  mentioned  a  remarkable  piece  of  villainy  committed  by 

one 
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one  of  that  body.  A  young  man  had  juft  taken  charge  of  a  purfe  of 
money  from  a  dying  Prussian  officer,  who  had  enjoined  him  to  deliver 
it  to  his  wife  and  children  j  a  hussar  came  up  to  him  in  this  interval 
and  demanded  the  purfe,  which  the  young  man  refufed,  alledging  for 
what  purpofe  he  had  received  it  j  notwithftanding  which,  this  lawlefs 
foldier  murdered  him  and  took  the  money 

Befides  the  hussars,  the  king  has  a  fmall  body  of  men  whom  they 
call  hunters,  who  are  reputed  the  moft  faithful  couriers  in  his  army,  and 
are  oftentimes  promoted  for  their  fidelity  in  hazardous  enterprizes.  The^, 
AUSTRIANS  are  faid  to  have  employed  men  under  this  denomination  j- 
among  their  ranks  with  pieces  loaded  with  fingle  balls,  to  mark  out  i 
the  officers  of  the  enemy,  in  which  they  are  very  dexterous.  This,  | 
which  is  confefledly  an  unwarrantable  practice,  induced  the  Prussians,  ; 
according  to  the  report  of  the  latter,  to  take  the  fame  method :  when  1 
thefe  hunters  are  taken  prifoners  no  quarter  is  granted  on  either  fide.  - 1 

The  PRUSSIAN  foldiers  in  general  are  remarkable  for  their  very  ffiort 
cloathing,  which  at  firft  view  feems  to  be  frugality  to  a  degree  of  ridi- 
culoufnefs,  but  is  moft  plainly  calculated  for  many  wife  ends.  Nothing 
but  a  blind  fuperftition  for  the  cuftoms  of  our  forefathers,  could  have  fo 
long  kept  feveral  nations  ignorant  of  the  fame  management.  The  prus-  \ 
SIAN  foldiers  alfo  have  their  elbows  armed  with  leather,  as  already  ob- 
ferved.  It  faves  the  reputation  of  patching  an  old  garment  j  and  one  ne~  / 
ver  fees  a  Prussian  foldier  the  leaft  in  rags  5  on  the  contrary  they  all  ap¬ 
pear  as  gentlemen,  with  regard  to  the  cleanlinefs  of  their  perfons. 

The  king’s  guards  and  fome  few  other  regiments  are  cloathed  annually, 
but  in  general  the  army  has  new  regimentals  twice  in  three  years  only. 
The  late  king  required  the  foldiery  to  wear  white  fpatterdalhes  winter  and 
fummer,  but  his  prefent  majefty  obferving  the  inconvenience  as  well  as 
inelegance  of  it,  gives  his  men  black  for  the  winter ;  thefe  are  made  of 
fuftian,  or  a  thick  kind  of  linnen  cloth.  The  foldiers  have  alfo  breeches 

^  W’’hatever  the  prieil  might  imagine,  I  am  afraid  fuch  accidents  are  not  unufual  in  war,  and  that 
a  common  foldier  fometimes  kills  a  friend  as  well  as  an  enemy. 

VoL.  II.  Dd^ 
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of  woollen  cloth  in  this  feafon,  whereas  in  fu miner  they  are  of  white  dimity 
or  linnen,  which  are  very  light  and  clean.  They  obferve  an  uniformity 
about  their  heads  by  wearing  pigtails,  which  are  eafily  kept  in  repair, 
I'hey  are  generally  powdered,  but  always  fo  when  on  duty ;  and  this, 
modern  elegance  in  drefs  not  only  ferves  to  preferve  the  natural  hair,  or 
wig,  but  gives  the  foldier  a  refpedt  for  his  own  perfon  ;  and  the  rank  in 
which  he  is  taught  to  confider  himfelf,  compenfates  in  forne  fort  for  the- 
fmallnefs  of  his  pay. 

The  foldiers  hats,  and  the  caps  of  the  grenadiers  are  fmall,  but  at 
the  fame  time  as  they  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  a  covering, and  a  uni- 
■form,  their  heads  by  this  means  are  kept  the  cooler;  this  mufi;  afford 
a  confiderable  advantage  both  in  march  and  adlion,  beyond  the  ridiculous, 
magnitude  of  modern  coverings,  which  had  once  prevailed  fo  much  in  the- 
BRiTiSH  army,  that  the  foldiers  affedted  a  reputation  for  courage  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  dimen fi  on  of  their  hats. 

-A. 

The  PRUSSIAN  foldiers  carry  their  cartouch  box  much  higher  thai> 
thofe  of  any  troops  I  have  yet  feen  :  this  muff  alfo  render  their  march 
the  eafier,  as  the  carriage  of  it  is  fo  much  the  lighter;,  and  cuflom^ 
muft  make  it  equally  familiar  to  draw  their  cartridges:  tlieir  arms  on  the 
other  hand  are  reputed  incomparably  the  largefl  and  mofl  weighty  of  any 
in  EUROPE,  though  fome  of  the  fuzileers,  who  are  fmaller  bodied  men, 
have  their  arms  proportioned.  As  to  the  cleannefs  of  them,  kis  hard 
to  believe  how  far  this  is  carried  :  a  foldier  can  hardly  find  time  to  be 
idle  or  wicked.  Notwithftanding  the  great  weight  of  their  arms,  the 
tadtic  art  is  carried  here  to  the  highefl  perfedlion ;  andmothing  can  give 
more  pleafure  to  thofe  who  have  any  idea  of  the  harmony^ of  this  fort  of 
motion,  than  the  exercife  of  the  Prussian  foldiers,  which  they  go  through 
twice  a  day  :  when  the  weather  is  bad  it  is  performed  under  cover,  for 
which  proper  places  are  appointed.  The  lead:  motion  of  the  head  not 
according  to  art,  is  corredted ;  fo  that  a  foldier  in  this  fervifce  mud:  apply 
diligently  to  his  duty,  or  he  will  pafs  his  time  very  ill.  The  frequent  re¬ 
petition  of  exercife  feems  to  render  thefe  heavy  arms  more  familiar  to 

them 
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them,  than  much  lighter  are  to  foldiers  kept  in  Idlenefs.  Men  thus  Inured 
to  labour,  muft  neceflarily  enjoy  great  advantages  in  marching  j  and  when 
they  come  to  adtion,  their  heavy  arms  will  bear  a  greater  repetition  of 
difcharges,  carry  further  with  larger  balls,  and  have  a  greater  weight  with 
the  bayonet.  The  king  makes  himfelf  acquainted  with  circum fiances 
the  mofl  minute,  however  difregarded  through  a  blind  fucceflion  of  ages 
as  things  indifferent,  well  knowing  how  much  the  fate  of  empires  may 
depend  on  caufes  lefs  the  objects  of  common  obfervation, 

Thefe  foldiers  are  not  put  to  any  other  than  military  duties ;  except  the 
natives  of  Brandenburg  who  in  time  of  peace  have  liberty  by  rotation  to 
purfue  agriculture  and  mechanic  employments.  In  refpedt  to  labour  they 
are  confidered  as  gentlemen :  but  drunkennefs  and  gaming  are  punifhable  in 
tlie  fevereft  manner. 

During  the  fummer’they  fend  bodies  of  cavalry  Into  die  field  5  at  the 
fame  time  that  this  accufloms  them  to  the  duty  of  a  campaign,  they 
ferve  alfo  as  an  advanced  guard,  prevent  defertion  among  the  foldiers,  and 
robberies  or  murders  on  the  roads :  for  out  of  thefe  detachments,  which 
are  generally  compofed  of  about  100  men  and  upwards,  a  watch  guard 
of  two  men  are  placed  in  feveral  different  parts  of  the  roads  near  their 
body.  None  but  the  king’s  guards  are  ever  permitted  to  go  without  the 
walls  of  BERLIN. 

In  all  countries  where  great  armies  are  fupported,  a  rigid  difeipline  be¬ 
comes  effentlal,  and  this  his  Prussian  feems  to  underfland.  It  is  thoueht 
that  many  of  his  foldiers  are  ripe  for  defertion,  and  fo  it  appeared  to  me 
from  fome  particular  circumftances  j  but  foreigners  who  have  already 
been  in  feveral  fervices,  are  generally  inconfiant. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  two  thirds  of  the  army,  according  to 
their  eftablifliment,  fhould  be  compofed  of  foreigners,  and  this  reafon, 
as  well  as  the  fmalf  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  Prussian  dominions, 
make  it  obvious  how  difficult  it  mufl  be  to  recruit  an  army ;  fo  that  how¬ 
ever  formidable  this  prince  may  appear,  if  we  confider  his  country  as  little 
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plentiful  in  refources  of  wealth  as  of  inhabitants,  that  ftrength  muft  be 
deemed  artificial  in  a  great  meafure,  which  has  fo  great  a  connexion 
with  foreign  dependencies :  however  all  the  world  mufl  allow,  that  the 
Rrength  derived  from  the  acquifition  of  silesia,  which  conflitutes  a 
great  part  of  this  prince’s  power,  is  more  natural  ;  whether  it  is  more 
Rable  fliall  not  be  my  bufinefs  to  enquire. 

The  pay  of  a  common  foldier  in  this  country  is  eight  grofeh  ^  a  week, 
and  of  this  three  pence  is  fuppofed  to  go  in  wafliing,  and  materials  for 
cleaning  their  arms,  for  which  they  are  fo  much  diflinguifhed  5  but  they 
are  allowed  bread, 

Upon  this  calculation  120,000  men  cod  but  364,000!.  fo  that  if  we 
reckon  thrice  this  fum,  in  order  to  include  their  ammunition  bread,  the 
pay  of  officers,  and  cloathing,  it  does  not  much  exceed  a  million  dir- 
ling  5  fuch  is  the  incredible  force  of  difcipline  and  oeconomy :  but  this 
is  a.lefron  with  which  we  are  not  well  acquainted  in  great  Britain. 
One  remarkable  proof  of  this  oeconomy  is,  that  the  Prussian  army,, 
as  well  as  all  the  officers  of  the  crown,  receive  tlieir  pay  before  it  is  due 
SILESIA,  according  to  fome  calculations,  fupports  near  40,000  men^ 
from  whence  we  may  judge  how  reluctant  the  houfe  of  Austria  mud 
have  been  to  part  with  it.  The  fubfidy  which  the  king  receives  from 
FRANCE,  is  faid  to  be  no  lefs  an  objedl  than  300,000!.  value  in  our, 
money. 

J  revenues  of  the  houfe  of  Brandenburg,  including  the  king’s 

i  late  conqued,  are  computed  at  eight  millions  of  dollars  ^  ^  but  I  think. 
■  this  fum  exceeds  the  reality.  Thefe  revenues  arife  from  a  tax  of  about 
half  the  rent  of  the  lands,  and  near  40  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  all 
eatables,  foap,  candles,  &c.  and  yet,  what  mud  appear  mod  drange  to 
iis  in  ENGLAND,  the  advantages  aridng  from  the  national  oeconomy,  and 
the  regularity  which  runs  through  every  branch  of  the  government,  and 
particularly  in  the  parcimony  of  the  court,  make  the  people’s  chains  fit 
eafy,  and  fecure  their  property  enough  to  animate  their  indudry. 


.s  Fourteen  pence. 
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Happy  were  it  for  us  did  we  kaow  but  half  the  mifery  which  other 
nations  feel.  It  would  induce  us  chearfully  to  contribute  to  the  fupport 
of  that  government  againfl:  which  we  are  fo  apt  to  complain  :  the  inte¬ 
grity  of  our  manners  would  then  render  it  unneceflary  to  good  minifters, 
and  dangerous  to  bad  ones,  to  dare  to  corrupt  the  minds  of  thofe  on 
whofe  virtue  our  liberty  muft  ultimately  depend. 


CHAP.  XXXV. 

Defcription  ^  sans  sou ci.  AJhort  account  of  the  manufa5fory^  acade^ 

.  my^  and  church  at  wittenburg.  Diflrejfes  in  saxony,  occafoned  by 
the  multiplicity  of  deer,  T’he  author  arrives  at  Dresden.  Afhort  ac^ 
count  of  that  city  and  its  trade.  Number  of  inhabitants^  foldiery,  eff 
blifoed  religion,  romish  chapel,  &c.  Some  particulars  concerning  the. 
king  of  PRUSSIA  after  his  vidlories  hi  saxony. 

Sans  SOUCI  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  potsdam,  I  indulg¬ 
ed  my  euriolity  in  feeing  it  before  I  took  my  leave  of  the  eledorate 
of  BRANDENBURG;  for  hardly  in  any  part  of  Germany  is  there  any 
thing  worth  feeing,  but  what  immediately  belongs  to  the  fovereigns  of 
the  country.  This  building  feems  to  have  been  intended  as  a  fummer- 
houfe  and  library  to  the  palace  of  potsdam,  from  whence  it  is  about 
an  ENGLISH  mile.  It  ftands  upon  an  eminence,  and  commands  an  agree¬ 
able  view  of  the  town,  and  alfo  of  a  fmall  branch  of  the  spree,  which 
runs  by  the  fide  of  the  garden.  The  apartments  are  for  the  mofi  part 
on  the  ground  floor;  they  are  elegantly  finifhed,  and  as  the  king  feems 
t-o  have  a  liking  for  the  place,  it  is  probable  the  building  will  be  enlarg¬ 
ed.  From  the  houfe  to  the  lower  part  of  the  garden,  is  a  defeent  of 
about  120  yards,  by  fix  feveral  ranges  of  ffone  fteps,  and'  as  many  ter- 
rafes,  the  fides  of  which  are  all  planted  with  vines  and  covered  with  glafs’ 
cafements,  and  handing  full  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-eafl;  fun,  the  fruit  is 
well  ripened.  The  garden  below  has  nothing  extracu'dinary,  except  fe- 
veral  fine  pieces  of  ftatuary  done  by  nancie  of  par  is,  particularly  Ox 
VENUS  drawing  a  net,,  and  a*  diana  with  game  ;  the  pedeflals  of  which, 
i .  '  are.* 
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are  alfo  rich  in  relievo.  There  are  feveral  others  of  lefs  note,  both  in 
marble  and  lead,  and  alfo  bafons  of  the  fame  material.  For  fome  of 
•thefe  curiofities  the  king  is  obliged  to  count  bruhl,  whom  welhall  have 
occafion  to  mention.  As  his  majefty  profeffes  no  love  for  this  minifter, 
he  the  more  eafily  reconciled  carrying  off  feveral  flatues  and  other  fuch 
valuables  from  the  count’s  houfe  and  gardens  at  Dresden.  The  gar¬ 
den  is  fhort  of  half  an  English  meafured  mile,  the  eafl  end  of  it  is 
terminated  by  an  Egyptian  pyramid,  embelliflied  with  hieroglyphics. 
Here  is  very  little  turf  and  no  gravel,  the  fandy  walks  robbing  the  gar¬ 
den  of  half  its  beauty.  This  place  is  treated  with  an  uncommon  refpedt, 
the  gardiner  did  not  permit  me  to  walk  with  my  fword  on,  alledging 
that  the  king  himfelf  never  wore  one  in  that  retreat. 

The  23d  of  Auguft  I  left  potsdam,  and  travelling  through  woods 
and  fandy  plains,  where  I  met  with  only  one  fmall  village,  and  hardly  a 
living  creature  except  fome  deer  in  the  foreft,  I  arrived  at  beliTz,  which  is 
two  GERMAN  miles ;  from  thence  to  britzen  are  two  very  long  miles,  but 
the  road  lefs  fandy  :  this  is  the  Prussian  frontier.  From  britzenT  en¬ 
tered  the  eleftorate  of  saxony.  The  paffport  which  I  had  received  from  the 
governor  of  Berlin  was  no  longer  of  any  ufe.  Here  the  pleafantnefs  of  the 
verdure  and  the  richnefs  of  the  foil,  intermixed  with  groves  and  herds  of 
cattle,  give  one  an  idea  of  plenty,  fuperior  to  what  is  found  in  Bran¬ 
denburg  j  yet  the  oeconomy  and  elegance  of  the  Prussians  compen- 
fate  fo  greatly  for  this  inequality,  that  many  of  the  s axons  have  taken 
refuge  in  Brandenburg,  and  chufe  the  fandy  foil  of  that  country,  with 
the  government  of  it,  preferable  to  their  own.  Hence  feveral  little  towns 
which  the  king  of  Prussia  has  built  on  his  own  frontiers,  are  almoft 
fully  peopled  by  saxonsj  and  fome  of  the  saxons,  I  was  told,  tranf- 
plant  themfelves  to  America,  to  avoid  the  infupportable  exadions  con¬ 
tinually  made  on  them. 

Having  travelled  four  german  miles,  I  arrived  at  wittenburg,  fa¬ 
mous  for  the  manufadlory  of  coarfe  cloths :  the  wool  in  this  country 

is  remarkably  good.  There  are  about  coo  private  manufadturies, 

cloths 
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cloths  are  alfo  fent  hither  from  all  parts  to  be  dyed ;  the  blues  and  greens,, 
commonly  called  saxon,  are  beft  dyed  in  this  place. 

'Here  is  alfo  an  academy,  in  which  about  700  ftudents  are  taught  the- 
arts  of  dancing,  fencing,  and  other  polite  accomplifliments.  They  are 
under  the  care  of  twelve  profeflbrs,  who  teach  latin,  greek  and 
FRENCH.  Young  perfons  are  fent  hither  from  all  parts  of  Germany, 
particularly  from  Hamburg  and  dantzig.  Here  is  the  sokoloff 
church,  a  building  of  about  300  years  ftanding,  where  martin  luther 
firfi:  preached  the  dodlrine  which  occafioned  the  revolt  from  the  romish 
church.  He  is  alfo  interred  here,  but  has  no  other  monument  than  a 
fimple  brafs  plate  with  an  infcription,  except  his  original  portrait  at  length 
painted  on  wood,  and  well  preferved  hnce  1540.  The  people  here,  as- 
in  mod:  places,  where  the  Lutheran  religion  prevails,  have  a  ftrong  tinc¬ 
ture  of  ROMISH  fuperftition ;  among  feveral  indances  of  which  the  cre¬ 
dulous  tell  you,  that  in  the  library  now  belonging  to  the  academy,  the 

* 

devilgvifited  martin  luther,  -who  received  him.  fo  unpolitely  as  to 
throw  his  ink-d:and  at  him. 

Wittenburg  is  a  fortified  town,  fituated  near  the  else,  and  had  at 
diis  time  a  garrifon  of  500  invalids,  commanded  by  prince  eu gene  o£ 

DESSAU.  ,  * 

Not  far  from  hence  we  paded  over  the  little  river  elster,  and  thro*' 
ieveral  woods  of  oak,  from  whence  the  inhabitants  have  plenty  of  acorns 
for  their  fwine,  which  is  their  principal  food.  The  peafants  were  no\w 
mowing  a  fecond  crop  of  hay,  but  the  extreme  fertility  of  the  foil  did. 
not  feem  to  diminhh  the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants. 

On  the  24th  I  went  from  wittenburg  to  annaburg,  which  is  four 
GERMAN  miles,  and  from  thence  to  gosdorf,  three  german  miles  j  the- 
greated:  part  of  the  latter  are  very  tedious,  being  through  a  foreft  whero' 
the  road,  is  very  bad. 

'  From  thence  to  grossehagn  is  three  german  miles,  throngli  a  de¬ 
lightful  road  and  rich  .foil.  This  country  abounds  in  large  dorks,  with' 

bbck 
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black  tails,  and  wings  tipped  with  the  fame  colour.  I  counted  ten  town* 
and  villages  round  me,  within  the  circle  of  little  more  than  an  English 
mile,  which  rather  fliows  what  saxony  has  been  than  what  it  now  is. 

On  the  25th  I  paired  by  molsberg,  a  hunting  palace  belonging  to  the 
king,  fituated  on  an  eminence  near  the  village  isingberg,  about  two 
GERMAN  miles  from  Dresden.  The  avenue  which  leads  to  it  is  very 
long,  well  paved,  and  planted  on  each  fide  with  wild  chefnut-trees  :  it 
lias  a  good  garden,  and  is  furrounded  with  woods,  where  the  king  takes 
fuch  delight  in  hunting  the  wild  boar,  that  he  fometimes  remains  there 
for  three  months  at  a  time.  At  the  bottom  of  it  is  a  great  lake  which 
abounds  in  fifli. 

Hunting  is  the  ruling  paffion  of  the  saxon  court,  and  a  fatal  paffion 
it  isj  for  the  rational  inhabitants  are  more  diftrelTed  by  it  than  the  brutes. 
In  the  hard  winter  of  1740,  it  is  computed  that  above  30,000  head  of 
deer  died  in  the  eledlorate  of  saxony  ;  and  yet  in  the  open  lands  and 
forefls  were  now  reckoned  to  remain  above  that  number,  of  which  no¬ 
body  dares  to  kill  one  under  penalty  of  being  condemned  as  a  galley- 
llave :  thus  the  deer  become  more  tame  than  a  fportfman  could  with ; 
and  thefe  with  the  wild  boars  are  fo  great  a  nufance  to  the  country,  that 
the  SAXONS  would  gladly  compound  to  fupport  a  body  of  8000  foldiers 
extraordinary,  on  condition  that  thefe  animals  Ihould  be  reduced  to 
half  their  prefent  number.  In  every  town  of  any  note  there  are  fifty  of  , 
the  inhabitants  who  watch,  five  every  night,  by  rotation,  and  ufe  bells 
to  frighten  the  deer,  and  defend  their  corn  from  the  incurfions  of  this  for¬ 
midable  enemy.  Frequent  remonflrances  have  been  made  to  the  court 
on  this  fubjedl,  but  to  no  other  purpofe  than  to  convince  the  people  of 
their  flavery.  This  little  paffion,  joined  to  a  foolifh  refped;  for  the  cuf- 
tom  of  their  forefathers,  thus  induces  the  eledlors  of  saxony  to  violate 
the  property  of  their  fubjedls  •,  at  the  fame  time  they  depart  from  the 
true  ends  of  government,  and  confequently  from  their  true  happinefs, 
which  they  fondly  feek  by  fuch  gratifications. 
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The  peafants  of  this  country  carry  provifions  to  market  for  a  great  dif- 
tance  in  wheelbarrows,  which  are  well  adapted  for  the  purpofe  both  in 
their  height  and  other  dimenfions ;  the  wheel  of  it  is  bound  with  iron, 
and  is  lighter,  though  much  larger,  than  thofe  we  ufe  in  England. 

Dresden,  the  metropolis  of  the  deflorate  of  saxony,  ftands  on  a 
plain,  furrounded  about  two  leagues  off  by  lofty  hills;  the  neareft  of  them 
are  very  Tandy,  and  are  tlierefore  converted  into  vineyards,  which,  receiv¬ 
ing  all  the  heat  of  a  full  fouth  fun,  fometimes  bring  the  grapes  to 
maturity ;  but  I  never  heard  any  great  commendations  of  their  wine. 
As  I  entered  the'  city  I  obferved  a  very  different  conduft  in  the  guard 
from  what  is  found  in  brandenburg  ;  for  here  no  queftions  were  afked, 
whereas  the  Prussians  are  as  circumfpedt  as  in  time  of  war.  Near  the 
entrance  of  the  part  called  the  new  city,  is  an  equeftrian  flatue  of  the 
late  king  Augustus  II.  erefled  on  a  lofty  pedeftal,  faid  to  be  made  by 
a  common  fmith,  and  as  fuch  may  be  admired ;  but  it  has  many  capital 
defefls,  particularly  in  the  head  of  the  horfe. 

This  city  is  well  fortified  :  it  Hands  on  both  fides  of  the  elbe,  which 
communicate  with  each  other  by  a  Hone  bridge  540  feet  long,  and  36 
broad,  in  which  fpace  it  has  1 8  arches ;  the  paffage  over  it  is  horizontal, 
and  takes  off  very  much  from  that  grand  effeft  which  a  curve  produces 
in  thefe  Hruftures  ^  Great  order  is  obferved  in  pafling  this  bridge,  one 
fide  being  appointed  to  lead  to  the  new  city,  and  the  other  to  the  old; 
near  the  latter  it  is  adorned  with  a  crucifix  of  brafs  of  curious  workman- 
Hiip,  about  half  as  big  as  the  life.  It  is  fixed  on  a  Hone  pedeHal,  on 
which  are  the  emblems  of  death  and  the  devil,  reprefented  by  a  human 
Ik-ull  and  a  ferpent  in  brafs.  Here  are  feveral  fquares  and  lofty  Hone 
buildings,  in  which  are  fix  or  feven  Hories.  The  rooms,  though  neat, 
are  not  large.  The  buildings  make  an  elegant  appearance,  but  are  infe¬ 
rior  in  beauty  to  thofe  of  Berlin.  Dresden  being  an  antient  city,  many 
of  the  Hreets  are  narrow. 
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E  e 


The 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE 


2lS 


Part  IIL 


-  The  trade  of  this  place  is  very  inconfiderable.  The  moft  important 
commodity  here  is  filver,  of  which  the  mines  near  fridburg  pro¬ 
duce  every  fifteen  days  about  the  value  of  20,000  dollars  \  which  is 
brought  into  the  city  in  ingots  in  a  regular  carriage  appointed  for 
that  purpofe,  and  immediately  coined  and  delivered  to  the  proprie¬ 
tors.  The  mines  are  under  the  care  of  diredors,  whofe  bufinefs  it 
is  to  fupport  "the  value  of  the  flock,  but  they  ufually  go  in  a  beaten 
tradl,  without  making  any  efforts  to  encreafe  the  quantity,  on  the  con¬ 
trary  it  often  comes  fliort  of  the  ordinary  computation.  This  filver  is  im¬ 
mediately  coined  into  florins  of  16  grofeh,  which  with  refped;  to  the  cur¬ 
rent  money  of  bats,  driers,  &c.  is  worth. 7  per  cent,  advance,  and  is 
confequently  fo  fpeedily  conveyed  into 'the  neighbouring  territories  to  be 
again,  melted  down,  that  it  is  next  to  impofiible  to  obtain  in  change  in 
this  true  filver,  money  for  one  Angle  louis  d  or  in  the  ordinary  commerce 
of  the  people :  in  which  inflance  the  saxons  feem  very  regardlefs  of 
their  own  intereft  j  for  though  this  Alver  may  be  confldered  as  a  com- 
'  modity,  the  currency  of  fuch  a  coin  as  their  bats  and  driers,  muA  be  de¬ 
trimental  in  proportion  as  they  are  worfe  than  their  genuine  coin. 

The  exchange  here  is  regulated  as  in  leipsig.  The  par  is  reckoned 
125  SAXON  dollars  for  100  rix  dollars  current  in  Amsterdam,  but  the; 
exchange  is  generally  135  for  their  fmall  monies  :  there  is  an  agio  of 
3  per  cent,  when  payment  is  made  for  bills  in  louis  d’ors,  and  for  du¬ 
cats  4  per  cent.,  is  allowed. 


They  pretend  there  are  30,000  towns  and  villages  in  saxony,  of  which 
to  the  number  of  60  are  feen  from  fome  eminences  near  Dresden.  They 
alfo  reckon  that  the  whole  eledorate  has  4  millions  of  people,  which 
feems  to  be  twice  the  number  one  ought  to  believe,  efpecially  as  they 
acknowledge  to  have  only  2600  cccleAaftics ;  nor  were  there  now  in  Dres¬ 
den  above  110,000  fouls,  of  which  4000  were  foldiers. 

The  king’s  guard  is  a  regiment  confifling  of  2000  foldiers,  half  of  them 
are  polanders  and  half  saxons  :  they  are  tall  well-looking  men,  their 
regimentals  in  good  order,  and  their  exercife  exad ;  it  is  modelled  after 
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the  PRUSSIAN  rnanner,  but  not  carried  to  that  perfe<5lion.  Their  arms 
are  lighter  than  thofe  of  the  pr  ussians,  but  their  cartouch  box  heavier-; 
except  this  regiment,  which  is  cloathed  in  red,  all  die  infantry  wear  white 
with  different  facings.  The  king’s  horfe  guards  are  cloathed  in  a  high 
tafte,  but  with  a  mixture  of  the  grand  and  ridiculous,  their  buff  coats  be¬ 
ing  richly  embroidered  in  gold,  with  a  fun  on  their  bread;  and  another  on 
their  backs.  The  saxons  are  reckoned  very  good  foldiers.  Several  prus- 
'siAN  officers  have  acknowledged  to  me,  that  had  the  Austrians  be¬ 
haved  fo  well  as  the  saxons,  they  ffiould  have  found  a  more  arduous 
hruggle  in  the  late  war.  The  inhabitants  here  think  the  king  of  Prussia 
did  not  play  fair  upon  the  occafion  of  tlie  battle  of  Dresden  ;  yet  they 
acknowledge  the  good  order  preferved  in  the  Prussian  army  by  his  ma- 
jedy’s  prefence,  as  it  faved  the  citizens  from  thofe  violences  which  they 
feared  from  the  ferocity  of  the  prince  of  anhault  dessau.  When 
the  king  of  Prussia  came  to  this  city  with  his  army,  he  would  not  fuf- 
fer  even  his  brother  Augustus  william  to  gratify  his  curiofity  in  fee¬ 
ing  the  rarities  which  were  left  in  the  green  vault,  for  fear  of  any  acci¬ 
dent  to  them.  One  of  my  acquaintance  in  Dresden  told  me  that  the 
king  afked  him  what  the  people  thought  upon  the  occafion  of  the  battle, 
he  replied,  “We  were  all  in  the  higheft  terrors  and  apprehenfions.”  “  So 
“  was  I  alfo,  fays  the  king,  and  we  mud  all  thank  your  fovereign  the  e-, 
“  lector  of  saxony  for  it." 

Befides  the  feveral  calamities  under  which  this  country  labours,  the  jea- 
loufy  arifing  from  the  article  of  religion  is  not  the  lead ;  the  edablifhed 
LUTHERAN  clcrgy  are  watchful  of  the  reformed  church  which  is  much 
kept  under,  and  obliged  to  have  all  their  marriages,  chridenings  and  bu¬ 
rials  performed  by  Lutherans  j  whild  both  think  themfelves  extremely 
injured  by  the  great  countenance  which  is  given  at  court  to  the  roman 
catholics.  They  edeem  it  a  grofs  abfurdity  for  a  protedant  people  to  be 
governed  by  a  romish  prince  j  for  the  very  principles  of  that  religion,  in¬ 
dead  of  promoting  the  notion  of  one  common  intered,  declare  againd  it. 

According  to  the  edablifhed  conditution  of  saxony,  the  roman  ca¬ 
tholics  can  no  more  have  a  church  in  Dresden,  than  their  eledor,  with- 
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out  being  of  the  romish  church,  can  be  king  of  Poland.  A  chapel 
however  is  connived  at,  by  which  is  underftood  a  private,  or  at  leaft  a  mo- 
deft  place  of  worfliip  j  but  the  romish  chapel,  as  it  is  fo  called,  is  a  pom¬ 
pous  ftrudiure,  and  fo  richly  adorned  with  ftatues  and  architediure,  that 
art  and  expence  feem  to  contend  for  the  fuperiority,  however  it  was  not 
yet  entirely  compleated.  The  furniture  of  it  is  intended  to  be  of  saxon 
porcelain,  the  altar-piece  and  organ  not  excepted.  I  faw  fome  of  the  or¬ 
gan  pipes  in  different  pieces,  and.  I  make  no  doubt  of  the  completion  of 
this  deiign. 

The  pleafure  I  had  in  the  acquaintance  of  young  count  burn  Air,  who 
was  with  the  polish  embaftador  at  St.  Petersburg,  gave  me  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  carrying  a  recommendatory  letter,  directed  to  the  count  his 
father,  at  noethniz,  which  is  not  far  from  Dresden.  This  nobleman,- 
who  ferved  the  late  emperor  as  minifter  of  ftate,  is  efteemed  one  of 
the  moft  learned  men  in  Germany,  and  has  made  one  of  the  fineftcol- 
lecftion  of  books.  I  was  very  politely  received  by  Mr.  petri  and  Mh 
gervinus,  both  merchants,  alfo  by  Mr.  petshold,  who  had  been  the 
SAXON  minifter  at  the  Russian  court,  and  was  now  on  his  departure  as 
minifter  at  the  court  of  Vienna.  Mr.  fonck,  who  was  charged  with  the 
SAXON  affairs  in  Russia,  obliged  me  with  a  particular  recommendation 
to  Mr.  DE  virth,  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  to  the  Idng  of  Poland. 
This  gentleman  is  remarkable  for  a  fine  perfon  ;  he  received  me  very  po¬ 
litely,  and  expreffed  great  concern  at  the  abfence  of  the  court,  which 
was  at  WARSAW,  as  it  deprived.him  of  the  means  of  procuring, me  ma-j 
ny  pleafures.. 
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A. fuccinSt  account  of  the  curiofities  in  Dresden  in  the  eight’ apartments  of 
the  GRUNE  GEWOLBE,  and ^  the  twelve  chambers  of  the  kuntskam-^- 
mar  \  Solomon’s King' s  gallery  of  piBures»  Chinese' 

palace^  and  the  quantity  of  porcelain  contained  in  it.  Of  the  saxon'- 
'  porcelain  in  general, 

Mr.  de  veith  was  fo  very  obliging  as  to  attend  me  to  the  grune.' 

GEWOLBE’",  which  is  an  apartment  of  the  royal  palace,  and  a. 
repolitory  of  great  riches  as  well  as  curiofities ► 

I  know  not  whether  any  traveller'  has  given  an  account  of  the  profu- 
fion  of  expenfive  trinkets  contained  in  this  building  j  but  it  is  certain 
there  are  many  of  mofi:  exquilite  art,  collected  at  a  prodigious  expence. 
They  are  too  numerous  to  attempt  a  particular  catalogue  j  the  minutes  - 
which  I  took  down  on  the  fpot  are  as  follows  :- 


The 'firft  chamber  contains  loo  fmall  ftatues  curioully  wrought,  the 
greatefi:  part  in  brafs,  particularly  an  equeflrian  fi:atue  of  Augustus  IL 
king  of  POLAND;  FREDERICK  WILLIAM  the  GREAT,  being  a  mo-i' 
del  of  the  famous  ftatue  at  Berlin  lewis  XIV;  centaurs,-  mer^ 
cury’s,  See. 

t 

The  fecond  chamber  is  of  ivory,  in  a  great  variety  of  figures  ;  among?' 
others  there  is  a  fine  crucifix  ;  a  £hip  completely  rigged,  with  gold  wire 
to  reprefent  ropes;  the  fails  are  adorned  with  the  arms  of  the  king  and 
the  names  of  the  princes  of.  the  royal  family  ;  a  figure  of  abraham 
offering  his  fon  Isaac,  .with  the  angel  defeending  and  holding  the  hand 
of  ABRAHAM  as  it  is  raifcd  to  give  the  fatal  wound.  This  figure,  which 
is  a  copy  of  what  was  in  the  academy  of  St.  Petersburg,  is  one  ell. 
and  a  half  high,  and  of  exquifite  workmanfhip; 


The  third  ,  is  of  filver,  curioully  wrought  ‘  in  variety  of  .figures,  par¬ 
ticularly  a  large  fountain  and  four  vafes  of  a  great  fize.  The  fourth 

1  The  chacaber  of  knowledge.  Green  vault.  "  Of  which  I  have  given  a  plate. 
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'Contains  vellels  of  pure  goH,  apd  filyer  gilt;  the  pannels  of  the 
room  are  of  looking-glafs.  There  are  feveral  fine  enamelled  cups,  and 
fome  pieces  of  plate  of  which  they  boafi:  the  antiquity.  The  fiftli  is  a 
fpacious  room  with  a- large  quantity  of  precious  fiones  worked  with  great 
art;  a  cup  of  lapisv  nephriticus  ^  ;  a  flatue  of  Charles  II.  of 
ENGLAND  ;  a  large  goblet  fet  round  with  the  moil  curious  and  coftly  an- 
.tiques;  the  angel  michael  vanquilhing  the  devil;  this  piece  is  of  wood, 
and  of  admirable  workmanfiiip  performed  in  England,  it  coft  2500  1. 

'  and  is  only  two  feet  high.  There  are  feveral  fine  tables  of  mosaic,  par¬ 
ticularly  one  reprefenting  flowers,  which  cofl:  70,000  fcudi  of  Florence, 
and  was  given  to  the  king  as  a  prefent ;  a  ball  of  criftal  fix  inches  diame¬ 
ter,  without  blemifli ;  with  a  great  variety  of  cups,  cfiftals,  mother  of 
pearls,  &c. 

The  fixth  chamber  is  of  precious  flones,  with  fome  falfe  ones.  There, 
are  alfo  great  variety  of  pearls  fet  in  a  multiplicity  of  forms ;  his  prefent. 
majefly  of  Poland  curioufly  cut  in  an  onyx;  the  reprefentation  of  jo- 
•  NAS  thrown  into  the  fea,  made  of  precious  flones,  which  is  a  very  fine 
■piece,  and  there  are  feveral  others  of  the  like  nature  ;  a  fword  with  a  fil- 
ver  blade,  fo  tempered  as  to  bend  like  fleel,  the  hilt  is  of  gold ;  this  cu- 
riofity  was  fent  to  the  king  by  his  holinefs  of  rome  ;  the  royal  crown, 
fceptres,  balls,  &c.  of  the  king  and  queen,  which  are  of  falfe  flones, 
the  precious  ones  are  taken  out  for  ufe,  and  depofited  in  the  next  cham¬ 
bers,  viz.  the  feventh  and  the  eighth  :  thefe  being  of  prodigious  value,  are 
furrounded  v/ith  glafs  cafes,  and  filled  with  the  king’s  regalia,  and  a  pro- 
fulion  of  rich  trinkets,  as  fwords,  buttons,  canes,  flars  of  his  order, 
&c.  fet  with  the  finefl  flones,  and  many  of  them  very  large ;  there  are  five 
dozen  of  coat  and  three  of  waiflcoat  buttons  of  brilliants,  fix  dozen  of 
buttons  and  fix  dozen  of  button-holes  of  rofe  diamonds ;  a  brilliant  as  big 
as  a  moderate  fized  wallnut;  a  green  brilliant  above  an  inch  long;  aft  onyx 
of  feven  inches,  eflimated  at  70,000  crowns  value ;  a  cup  reprefenting 
DIANA  in  a  bath,  with  combs,  brufhes,  &c.  all  in  gold  and  precious 


®  They  fay  this  ftone  fufters  no  kind  of  poifon  without  breaking,  and  is  an  antidote  againft  the 
ftone  and  gravel, 

flones ; 
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Rones  j  a  garniture  of  faphirs,  as  buttons,  fword,  ftar,  watch,  fnuff- 
box,  See, 

But  to  pafs  over  this  profuRon  of  precious  Rones,  the  piece  of  the 
greateft  curiofity  as  an  exadl  reprefentation,  is  the  throne  of  the  great 
MOGHOL,  which  with  extraordinary  art  and  labour  is  performed  in  River 
figures,  enamelled  in  colours,  and  adorned  with  precious  Rones.  There  is  a 
view  of  potentates  bringing  prefents,  and  falling  proRrate  at  the  throncj 
with  elephants,  foldiers,  fervants,  and  attendants  in  their  different  Rations. 
The  artificer  dingelenger  is  faid  to  have  fpent  many  years  about  this-- 
work. 

Having  thus  gratified  my  curiofity  in  feeing  this  expenfive  colle<Rion>. 
Twent  to  take  a  view  of  others  of  a  different  kind  in  the  kuntskam-  ' 
MER.  The  firR  chamber  contains  a  large  colledion  or  library  of  prints, 
from  the  very  com. mencement  of  the  art  of  engraving  to  this  time  3  fo 
that  among  many  things  highly  valuable,  there  muR  needs  be  alfo  a  great 
deal  of  trafh  3  but  of  this  I  can  fay  but  little,  the  abfence  of  the  librari-^^ 
an  having  prevented  my  feeing  it. 

The  fecond  is  the  mineral  gallery  3  here  are  the  earth  and  foil  of  the  " 
different  countries  of  the  world,  and  proof  has  been  made  of  their  prin¬ 
ciples  and  qualities  3  alfo  oars  of  every  denomination,  of  every  country 
where  mines  are  found,  particularly  of  the  tin,  lead,  copper,  River  and  gold 
of  the  mines  of  saxony  :  and  here  I  had  very  Rriking  proofs  of  the  pro- 
dudlion  of  folid  lumps  of  the  fineR  metal  in  mines,  as  the  common  earth  ■ 
produces  Rones.  But  what  furprized  me  more,  was  the  metal  vegetables, 
if  fo  I  may  call  that  which  grows  on  the  furfaee  of  the  earth  3  here  were  ■ 
fome  of  gold  of  above  tv/o  inches  high,  and  of  River  about  fix  inches. 
The  SAXONS  eReem  themfelves  fuperior  to  any  nation  in  the  knowledge 
of  minerals  3  they  have  reduced  it  fo  much  to  a  fcience,  that  many  of 
the  Rudents  at  the  univerfity  of  fri burg,  apply  themfelves  more  imme¬ 
diately  to  this  Rudy,  the  agreeable  purfuit  of  which  muR  open  a  new 
creation  to  thofe  who  have  confidered  oitly  the  fuperficies-  of  the  mate- 
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rial  world.  In  tins  chamber  were  all  kinds  of  ftones  and  marbles  of  dif¬ 
ferent  countries,  with  whatever  of  this  fort  can  improve  or  entertain  the 
curious.  Here  is  alfo  the  pearl  which  is  found  in  the  river  elster  ; 
Hkewife  the  mineral  asbestos  j  it  is  of  a  white  or  fiver  colour,  its  parts 
or  fibres  are  divifible ;  they  feel  as  foft  as  filk,  and  it  has  this  extraordinary  ' 
-property,  that  fire  cleanfes  without  confuming  it.  The  more  extraordi¬ 
nary  thing  is  a  magnet  of  two  foot  and  a  half,  which  I  compute  to  be 
not  quite  an  ounce  troy  that  fupports  near  five  pounds  of  iron. 

The  third  chamber  confifis  of  things  petrified,  particularly  pieces  of 
wood,  fome  animals,  and  many  fifh.  There  are  alfo  birds  eggs  in  their 
proper  nefls.  They  told  me  that  the  waters  of  karlsbad  have  this 
eifed:  of  petrifying,  and  that  mofi;  of  thefe  things  are  from  thence. 

The  fourth  chamber  is  very  large,  there  are  different  forts  of  wood  and 
vegetables  j  of  the  former  is  a  cabinet  with  3  50  fquares  as  big  as  the  palm 
'  of  a  large  hand,  run  in  flat  as  drawers,  being  all  of  different  forts.  In 
this  apartment  are  the  pidures  of  a  man  and  his  wife  who  lived  near 
TAMEswAR;  he  reached  the  age  of  185,  fhe  of  172  years.  I  have  feen 
copies  of  thefe  pidures,  which  were  prefented  by  general  bretlach  the 
emperor’s  embaffador  to  the  Russian  court,  to  count  bestucheff  the 
great  chancellor.  They  alfo  fhew  here  a  table  of  tamarinth,  of  one 
piece  of  2  ells  three  quarters,  and  yet  they  pretend  it  is  only  half  the  di- 
j^meter  of  the  tree  which  produced  it, 

j  The  fifth  chamber  is  a  fmall  cabinet  of  fkeletons  and  other  anatomical 
curlofities.  The  fixth  confifls  of  many  forts  of  animals,  the  fkins  of 
which  are  fluffed,  particularly  crocodiles,  leopards,  monkeys,  flags,  &c. 
and  feveral  monflrous  births  of  beafls.  There  is  a  figure  of  a  flag  of 
great  fize  made  of  hartfliorn,  which  is  pretended  to  be  a  fpecific  againfl 
the  effeds  of  poifon :  tlie  plate  hanging  on  the  breafl  of  it  has  this  in- 
fcription,  e  cornu  cervi  factus,  contra  venena  prosum.  It  is 
poffible  this  may  allude  to  the  frequent  exercife  of  hunting,  as  a  cure  of 
thofe  diforders  incidental  to  luxury  and  indolence.  The  feventh  chamber 

is 
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is  of  the  fkins  of  fifhes  fluffed.  I  obferved  particularly  that  of  the  fea 
lion,  mentioned  in  lord  anson’s  voyages.  The  eighth  has  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  different  kinds  of  fhells.  The  ninth  is  of  amber,  of  which  nja- 
terial  diere  is  a  cabinet  of  about  fix  feet  high  and  four  broad  j  every 
drawer  has  fome  natural  curiofity  in  amber.  The  tenth  is  a  grotto  with 
water  fprings.  The  eleventh  has  many  curiofities  in  coral.  The  twelfth 
contains  the  fkeletons  of  lions,  bears,  &c.  of  a  prodigious  fize,  and 
the  fluffed  flcins  of  fome  extraordinary  beads,  particularly  of  a  horfe, 
whofe  mane  is  three  ells  and  a  half  long,  and  his  tail  twelve  ells  and 
a  half.  I  did  not  rneafnre  either,  but  was  fatisfied  of  the  great  curio¬ 
fity,  from  the  apparent  length  of  them,  which  is  indeed  prodigious. 

From  thefe  apartments  I  was  condu(5led  to  another  more  remote,  to  fee 
a  model  cut  in  cedar,  of  the  temple  of  solomon,  as  defcribed  in  the 
old  teflament,  and  other  antient  authorities.  This  piece  cod  12,000 
crowns,  and  much  labour  has  been  beflowed  on  it ;  it  reprefents  the 
ark,  the  fandlum  fandorum,  the  facrifices,  and  all  other  rites  and  cere¬ 
monies  of  the  MOSAIC  law. 


The  next  objedl  that  engaged  my  curiofity,  was  the  king’s  gallery  of 
pictures,  which,  fince  the  purchafe  of  the  duke  of  modena’s  colledion, 
is  one  of  the  fined  in  the  world.  The  s axons  fay  the  Italians  lament  the 
parting  with  that  colledion  ;  and  that  forty  young  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
now  take  Dresden  in  their  travels,  to  one  who  formerly  vifited  that  city. 
Part  of  the  colledion  confifts  in  one  hundred  capital  pieces,  which  are 
faid  to  be  all  originals,  though  the  connoiffeurs  will  not  acknowledge  it ; 
it  is  certain  however  that  they  cod  half  a  million  of  crowns  5  and  the 
whole  colledion,  which  confids  of  above  two  thoufand  pieces,  are  valued 
between  two  and  three  millions  of  crowns  p.  There  are  many  pieces 
which  are  faid  to  be  inimitable,  particularly  our  Saviour  curing  the  fick  3 
and  the  diepherds  finding  him  immediately  after  his  birthj  by  corregio. 
Thefe  pidures  not  being  ranged  in  proper  order,  appear  to  difadvan- 
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tage  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  choice  ft  woxdcs  of  ra'phael,  Rubens, 
coRREGio,  and  all  the  tpp  mafters,  are  exhibited  in  the  moft  magnificent 
profufion.  A  young  woman  twenty  one  years  of  age,  a  daughter  of  tHe 
director  ridel,  paints  admirably,  and  promifes  to  be  one  of  the  great- 
eft  genius  of  the  age;  and  torelli,  a  lad  of  eleven  years  only,  follows 
her  very  clofe.  But  the  grcateft  delight  which  his  polish  majefty  takes, 
is  in  a  fmall  gallery,  all  of  portraits  in  crayons ;  the  greateft  part  of 
them  are  of  perfons  with  whom  the  king  was  acquainted  in  his  travels, 
particularly  in  italy.  Moft  of  thefe  pieces  are  performed  by  figniora' 
rosalba  ;  they  are  certainly  very  beautiful.  Among  thefe  pidures  they 
ftiew  one  of  a  certain  Italian  lady,  who  is  reported  to  have  wafted 
the  eftates  of  half  a  dozen  English  lords,  and  as  many  English  gen¬ 
tlemen  ;  but  this  feems  to  arife  from  accidents  which  have  happened  in 
paft  times. 

The  next  curiofity  is  the  Chinese  palace,  fo  called  from  the  tafte  of 
the  building,  and  the  intention  of  furnifhing  it  with  porcelain.  The  or¬ 
naments  of  the  architecture,  and  the  relievo  in  the  frontifpiece,  are  after 
the  CHINESE  and  japan  manner.  This  palace  ftands  on  the  elbe,  and 
commands  a  view  of  the  bridge  and  of  the  romish  chapel,  but  it  is  far 
from  being  an  elegant  building,  and  is  fituated  too  near  the  river.  The 
vaults  of  this  palace  conftft  of  fourteen  apartments,  filled  with  china  and 
DRESDEN -porcelain one  would  imagine  there  was  fufficient  quantity  to 
ftock  a  whole  country,  and  yet  they  fay,  with  an  air  of  importance,  that 
100,000  pieces  more  are  wanted  to  corapleat  the  intention  of  furnilhing 
this  fingle  palace,  which  is  not  large. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  fome  indulgence,  to  a  female  curiofity  at  leaft,  to  be 
Informed  concerning  this  brittle  commodity,  which  has4)een  fo  pafiion- 
ately  fought  for  by  the  fair  fex.  But  can  this  pafiion  be  deemed  a  folly 
when  we  fee  even  mighty  princes  ^  pride  themfelves  in  it  ?  Here  are  a 
great  number  of  porcelain  figures  of  dogs,  fquirrels,  monkeys,  wolves, 
bears,  leopards,  &c.  fome  of  them  as  big  as  the  life ;  alfo  elephants  and 

^  His  majefty  of  Prussia  fometimes  calls  his  brother  of  Poland,  the  porcelain  king. 
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rhinoceros’s  of  the  fize  of  a  large  dog  ;  a  prodigious  variety  of , birds,  as 
cocks,  hens,  turkeys,  peacocks,  pheafants,  hawks,  eagles,  befides  parrots 
and  other  foreign  birds,  and  a  curious  collection  of  different  flowers.  The 
apoftles  near  three  feet  high,  are  in  white  porcelain.  There  is  a  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  crucifixion  four  or  five  feet  high,  with  numerous  other  curious 
pieces :  thefe  lafl  are  intended  for  the  romish  chapel,  which  I  have  al¬ 
ready  obferved  is  to  be  furnifhed  with  thefe  rare  materials.  A  clock 
is  preparing  for  the  gallery  in  this  palace,  whofe  bells  are  to  be  alfo  of 
porcelain  :  I  heard  one  of  them  proved,  and  they  are  fufficient  to  form 
any  mufic^  but  the  hammers  muft  be  of  wood. 

A  fuperftitious  reverence  for  this  extraordinary  production  has  induced 
liis  majefty  to  preferve  fome  of  the  firfl  efforts  of  the  porcelain  fabric, 
and  other  performances  in  their  feveral  gradations,  to  the  perfection  the 
art  is  now  arrived  :  nor  is  this  pious  concern  confined  to  his  own  manu¬ 
factures  j  here  is  a  great  number  of  plates  and  diflies  of  the  old  porce¬ 
lain  of  CHINA,  invaluable  in  the  efteem  of  thofe  whofe  ideas  are  re¬ 
filled  above  common  capacities.  But  what  is  mofi:  amazingly  wonder¬ 
ful,  are  the  48  china  vafes,  which  do  not  appear  to  be  of  any  ufe, 
nor  to  be  any  ways  extraordinary'  except  their  great  fize  5  and  yet  his 
late  POLISH  majefty  difeovered  fuch  captivating  charms  in  thefe  inanimate 
beauties,  that  he  purchafed  them  of  the  late  king  of  Prussia,  at  the 
price  of  a  whole  regiment  of  dragoons.  The  long  gallery  in  the  fecond 
ftory  had  already  two  marble  chimney-pieces,  each  adorned  with  near 
40  very  large  pieces  of  porcelain,  of  birds,  beads,  and  vafes,  ranged  to  the 
height  of  above  20  feet  in  a  mod  fuperb  tade,  the  figures  being  all  made 
fo  natural,  that  I  could  conceive  no  idea  fuperior  in  this  kind.  All  forts 
of  rich  hangings,  glaffes,  tables,  chairs,  &c.  are  brought  into  the  apart¬ 
ments,  but  kept  packed  and  covered,  the  walls  remaining  bare  for  four 
years.  The  palace  in  general  is  unfinidied,  and  it  may  be  prefumed  that 
the  KING  himfelf  is  tired  of  the  vanity  of  an  unneceffary  variety,  and  of 
fuch  a  profufion  of  expenfive  baubles. 

Before  I  finidi  this  chapter,  I  mud  beg  leave  to  make  fome  furtlier 
remarks  with  relation  to  the  saxon  porcelain,  which  has  not  only  infatu- 
i  .  F  f  2  ated 
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ated  many  fair  admirers,  but  extended  its  reputation  to  the  remoteft  cor¬ 
ners  of  the  earth.  Baron  botgar,  a  miner  about  46  years  fince,  firfi: 
began  to  make  this  porcelain :  his  firfl;  trial  was  the  red,  and  from  thence  he 
proceeded  to  glazing,  and  fince  that,  gilding  and  painting  have  been  carried 
to  an  amazing  perfedion.  In  order  to  preferve  this  art  as  much  as  pofil- 
ble  a  fecret,  the  fabric  at  meissen,  which  is'  near  this  city,  is  rendered 
impenetrable  to  any  but  thofe  who  are  immediately  employed  about  the 
work,  and  the  fecret  of  mixing  and  preparing  the  metal  is  known  to  very 
few  of  them.  They  are  all  confined  as  prifoners,  and  fubjedt  to  be  ar- 
refied  if  they  go  without  the  walls  j  and  confequently  a  chapel  and  every 
thing  neceflary  is  provided  within.  There  are  about  700  men  em¬ 
ployed,  mofl  of  whom  have  not  above  ten  german  crowns  a  month, 
and  the  higheft  wages  are  forty,  fo  that  the  annual  expence  is  not 
eftimated  above  80,000  crowns.  This  manufadure  being  entirely  for 
the  king’s  account,  he  fells  yearly  to  the  value  of  150,000  and  fome.- 
times  200,000  crowns befides  the  magnificent  prefents  he  occafion^lly 
makes,  and  the  great  quantity  he  preferves  for  his  own  ufe.  They  pre¬ 
tend  they  cannot  execute  faft  enough,  the  commiflions  which  they  re¬ 
ceive  even  from  asia,  as  well  as  from  all  parts  of  Europe,  and  are  con- 
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this  mufi;  be  the  confequence  e’re  long,  if*  the  English  and  french 
continue  to  make  fuch  great  improvements  in  this  art.  It  is  with  great 
fatisfadion  that  I  obferve  the  manufadories  of  bow,  chelsea  and.  step¬ 
ney  have  made  fuch  a  confiderable  progrefs.  On  the  other  hand  it  is 
equally  a  fubjedl  of  horror  to  fee  fo  many  fhops  in  the  ftreets  of  London 
fupplied  wdth  the  porcelain  of  Dresden,  though  it  is  importable  only 
under  oath  of  being  for  private  ufe,  and  not  for  fale. 
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Remarks  on  the  government  //rsAxoN-Y.  A  Jl:ort  account  of  count  bruhl'j > 
great  wealth,  wardrobe,  gallery  of  pictures,  ^c.  Of  the  kings  gar¬ 
dens.  Expellees  of  the  court.  National  debt,  taxes,  and  revenues  of 
SAXONY.  A  fort  account  of  St.  hubertsburg.  Of  the  trade,  inha¬ 
bitants,  churches,  &c.  in  lei?sig. 

/  B”^HE  didrefTed  condition  of  this  eledlorate,  which  the  reader  muft-, 
i  have  obferved  in  the  foregoing  pages,  is  occafioned  not  more  by 
the  unavoidable  incidents  of  war  and  invafions,  and  by  the  general  depra¬ 
vation  of  the  inhabitants,  than  by  the  iniquity  of  a  few.  The  fubjedts  of 
the  eledtors  of  Germany,  with  one  exception,  have  ever  changed  their 
condition  for  the  worfe,  when  the  regal  has  been  joined  to  the  eledtoral 
dignity  5  for  the  royal  authority,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Poland,  has  generally 
been  employed  to  opprefs  inftead  of  fupporting  them  ;  and  the  numerous 
connedlions  attending  kingly  government,  have  involved  the  fecurity  and 
independency  of  the  eledtorate.  Thofe  who  have  any  feeling  of  human 
miferies,  mufl;  needs  fall  into  ferious  refledlions  in  viewing  the  expenfive' 
colledtions  of  curiofities  mentioned  in  the  lad;  chapter.  If' the  virtue  of 
■  the  man  abdradledly  conhdered,  is  preferable  to  the  externals  of  a  king*^ 
to  feek  the  happinefs  of  one  dngle  family  is  more  glorious  in  the  light  of 
God,  .than  to  polTefs  all. the  ufelefs  rarities. in  the  cabinets  of  this  elec¬ 
torate.  . 

In  the  ordinary  computation  of  greatnefs  as  derived  from  wealth  'and  . 
power,  count  bruhl  is  incomparably  the  greateft  man  in  saxony.  The 
people  fay  that  he  has  bought  eftates  in  Poland  to  the  amount  of ’20  ■ 
millions  of  florins  verifying  the-feriptures,  that  ‘‘  the  children  of  this  > 
world  are  wifer  in  their  generation  than- the  children- of  light,”  for  he 
has  wifely  provided  a  Hore  out  of  the  reach  of  the  saxons,  whilfl:  they.- 
have  no  other  fatisfadlion  than  making  lampoons  on  him  and  his  patro- 
nefs  the  queerr.  He  has  alfo  feveral  ellates  in  saxony,  and  moveables  to. 
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'the  value  of  fix  millions  of  dollars  :  whether  thefe  accounts  are  exagge¬ 
rated,  as  is  probable,  from  the  little  love  which  the  people  bear  him, 
I  know  not  5  but  he  owes  large  fums,  as  if  -he  meant  to  make  it  the  in¬ 
hered;  of  his  creditors  to  preferve  him  during  the  prqfent  king’s  reign. 
The  eleftoral  prince,  though  unfortunate  in  his  perfon,  is  a  man  of  fenfe 
and  virtue,  and  fees  the  condud  of  this  minifter  in  a  true  light.  Count 
BRtHiL,  they  fay,  is  allowed  above  half  a  million  of  dollars  annually  for 
the  national  fervice  and  the  fupport  of  his  office. 

The  world  can  produce  many  remarkable  inftances  of  very  good  and 
•very  evil  adions,  done  for  the  fake  of  a  miftrefs  or  a  friend,  for  the  de- 
•fire  of  gold,  or  the  third;  of  power  :  but  to  what  idol  does  that  man  of¬ 
fer  incenfe,  whom  no  lefs  than  three  or  four  hundred  fuits  of  rich  cloaths 
will  fatisfy?  Count  bruhl  has  colie, ded  all  the  fined;  colours  of  all  the 
fined;  cloths,  velvets,  and  filks  of  all  the  manufadures,  not  to  mention 
the  different  kinds  of  lace  and  embroideries,  of  Europe.  He  calls  for  his 
book  of  patterns,  which  are  numbered,  and  chufes  that  fuit  which  pleafes 
his  fancy  for  the  day.  They  boad;  that  he  has  boots  and  (hoes  in  proportion 
to  his  cloaths.  The  keeper  of  this  notable  wardrobe  was  abfent,  fo  that 
I  did  not  fee  it,  but  I  am  perfedly  well  fatisfied  of  its  being  in  nothing 
inferior  to  report. 

\ 

The  palace  of  this  lord  has  been  built  at  feveral  different  times. 
The  apartments  are  elegant  and  richly  furniffied,  but  not  many  of  them 
magnificent :  they  have  ludres  of  porcelain  in  beautiful  figures  the 
"tables  are  fet  off  with  variety  of  tea  equipages,  and  figures  of  men  and 
women,  birds  and  beads  of  porcelain.  The  drawing  room  is  pannelled 
with  looking -glaffes,  and  adorned  with  rich  paintings,  and  his  cabinet 
furnidied  with  enamels  and  crayons.  This  houfe  and  the  gardens  be¬ 
longing  to  it  are  fituated  on  the  elbe,  near  the  bridge,  and  com¬ 
mand  a  pleafant  profped:.  His  library,  which  is  in  the  garden,  is 
220  feet  long,  and  well  furnidied  with  books;  but  the  mod;  driking  ob- 
jedl  is  the  gallery  of  pictures,  which  though  it  does  not  contain  a  fourth 
part  fo  many  as  the  royal  gallery,  is  incomparably  more  magnificent, 
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being  156  ells  long,  which  is  18  longer  than  that  of  Versailles.  The 
pidures  are  fet  off  to  great  advantage,  being  ranged  only  on  one  fide : . 
the  windows  fronting  them  are  very  lofty,  and  afford  light  fufficient  to  - 
point  out  the  minuted:  beauties  of  this  excellent  collection.  The  pannels 
between  the  cafements  are  of  looking- glafs,  againft  which  are  placed^ 
bulls  and  Itatues  that  have  a  very  grand  effeCt. 

The  king’s  gardens  are  agreeable,  though  they  want  thofe' natural' 
beauties  which  an  inequality  of  ground  affords.  The  palace  fituated 
in  them  is  fmall,  but  the  avenue  leading  to  it  is  grand,  and  of  a  confider- 
able  length.  At  the  front  is  the  field  for  the  turnaments,  and  behind  a 
fine  piece  of  water  :  the  Tides  compofe  the  gardens,  which  are  in  a  na¬ 
tural  tafte  j  here  is  a  profufion  of  marble  ftatues,  of  which  many  pieces 
are  bigger  than  the  life,  and  feem  to  be  well  executed.  Mod:  of  them 
drew  the  genius  of  their  firft  maffer  the  late  king,  who  being  entirely 
devoted  to  amours,  was  proud  of  proclaiming  it  even  to  after  ages,  fo  long 
as  thefc  ftatues  fhall  remain  as  monuments  of  his  lafcivioufnefs.  Many  oL 
them  are  already  injured  by  time,  and  negleCted. 

The  OR  ANGERY,  which  is  in  another  part  of  the  town,  has  400  orange 
trees  of  a  very  large  fize,  and  remarkably  ftrait.  There  are  many  ex¬ 
otics,  but  nothing  fh'uck  me  fo  much  as  a  ftrawberry  tree  cultivated  from 
a  plant,  and  grown  three  yards  high,  fpreading  near  as  much,-  and  yield, 
ing  fruit  k 

During  my  ftay  here,  I  heard  much  of  the  fplendor  and  great  paffioRi 
for  amufement  which  reigns  at  this  court,  even  to  the  giving  penfions  to  * 
ITALIAN  fingers  after  they  leave  the  country.  How  different  is  this  court' 
from  that  of  brandenburg?  Here  6500  ducats  are  yearly  allowed  for' 
comfits  and  fuch  articles,  which  is  near  twice  as  much  as  the  king  of" 
of  PRUSSIA  allows  for  his  table  ",  as  I  have  obferved  already.  Yet  saxony 
is  faid  to  owe  forty  millions  of  dollars,  the  intereft  of  which  fince  the 
late  king’s  death,  is  not  regularly  paid  5  fo  that  the  ftucre  which  was  at 

*  There  are  of  the  fame  kind  in  England.  “  Fifty  dollars  a  day  in  saxony  for  fvveetmeats  • 
and  fpices,  and  thirty  in  brandenburg  for  the  whole  table,  hfli  and  wine  excepted.  ^  Go--" 

'Vernmentfecurity. 
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2  per  cent,  above  par,  and  gave  an  intereft  of  5  per  cent,  is  now  at  a  large 
difcount. 

f  ‘The  king  of  Prussia  bought  up  feveral  of  the  ftuere  bills,  at  a  conh- 
derable  difcount,  no  doubt  with  an  intention  of  being  paid;  the  num¬ 
bers  of  his  bailiffs  might  eafily  procure  an  execution  on  his  debtor.  This 
alarmed  the  court  of  saxony,  and  induced  it  to  borrow  a  large  fum  of 
fome  of  the  neighbouring  dates,  who  very  prudently  required  the  fecu- 
rity  of  land. 

The  revenues  of  the  eledlor  of  saxony  are  faid  to  be  near  8  millions’' 
of  dollars,  confequently  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  houfe  of  brandenburg; 
and  yet  fince  the  late  reductions,  saxony  fupports  20,000  men  only  y,  and 
groans  under  a  heavy  national  debt,  whilft  Prussia  has  above  ico,ooo  men, 
and  is  free  from  all  incumbrances  of  this  fort.  Thefe  revenues  arife  from 
the  taxes  on  land,  and  a  capitation  of  about  fix  dollars  on  all  males  when 
they  are  made  apprentices,  or  begin  to  work.  The  people  of  a  higher 
rank  are  taxed  according  to  their  clafs,  and  fubjeCt  to  be  called  to  account 
if  they  put  themfelves'in  a  lower  clafs  than  is  confident  with  their  edates: 
even  foreigners  pay  capitation  after  being  fix  months  in  the  country;  but 
this  method  in  general  of  raifing  money  is  complained  of  as  unequal, 
and  confequently  unjud.  The  people  alfo  pay  a  heavy  tax,  under  a 
notion  of  quarters  for  the  army.—  Some  houfes  of  no  very  great  confe- 
quence,  are  taxed  at  120  dollars,  others  as  far  as  300. 

The  JEWS  are  taxed  at  50  dollars,  their  wives  30,  and  children  20, 
-with  fome  refpeCt  however  to  their  abilities.  There  is  alfo  an  excife  on 
all  eatables  and  liquors ;  and  befides  this,  a  gratuity  which  was  given  the 
king,  of  near  10  per  cent,  on  the  incomes  of  the  people,  is  now  reduced 
to  a  tax.  Thus  the  value  of  land  edates  is  funk  extremely  I6w.  The 
king  has  alfo  a  tenth  of  whatever  the  filver  mines  of  particular  property 
-produce ;  and  fome  mines  belong  to  the  crown. 

*  i»575,oool.  y  The  (landing  forces  of  the  eleflorate  are  generally  reckoned  between  forty 

.snd  fifty  thoufand  men. 
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The  miferies  of  which  the  s axons  complain,  may  be  dated  fo  early  as 
1706,  at  which  period  Charles  Xlf.  of  Sweden  glutted  his  army  with 
the  fpoils  of  all  that  country,  except  Dresden:  Augustus  having  (hut 
himfelf  up  in  that  city,  determined  to  defend  it,  though  'he  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  detain  the  perfon  of  Charles,  who  ventured  to 
make  him  an  infulting  vifit.  The  war  in  which  saxony  was  involved  the 
beginning  of  this  centuiy,  coll  her  an  immenfe  fum.  The  lafl  war  of 
fix  weeks  only,  created  an  expence  of  fix  millions  of  dollars,  and  many 
thoufands  of  her  bell  troops  3  yet  do  not  the  people  lb  much  complain  of 
the  calamities  of  war  as  of  the  want  of  oeconomy  at  court,  and  the  ex« 
ceffive  expence  and  ambition  of  a  miniHer.  Count  heneca,  who  is  the 
diredlor  of  the' finances,  they  acknowledge  to  be  a  man  of  abilities, 
but  he  cannot  anfwer  the  calls  made  on  him  for  money. 

The  king  is  a  man  of  a  mild  difpolition ;  he  leaves  the  weight  of  buhnefs 
to  the  queen,  and  his  favourite  the  count.  His  majelly  is  now  ^  about 
fifty  four,  and,  contrary  to  the  cullom  of  princes,  has  been  confiant  to 
the  queen,  who  is  three  years  younger  than  himfelf.  The  people  often 
complain  aloud  of  their  grievances 5  even  the  king’s  confefibr  has  in  vain 
, attempted  to  make  his  majelly  fenfible  of  the  evils  under  which  this  coun¬ 
try  groans  j  but  his  passion  is  for  curiofities 

Mr.  CALKOEN,  who  had  been  lately  embaflador  to  the  ottoman 
PORT,  on  the  part  of  his  mailers  the  Hates  of  the  united  provinces, 
was  now  here  as  envoy  and  plenipotentiary  to  the  king  of  Poland  :  I  was 
introduced  to  him,  and  very  politely  received:  he  is  reputed  a  man  of  a  ge¬ 
nerous  difpolition.  We  difcourfed  concerning  nadir  shah,  on  which  occa- 
fion  he  mentioned  feveral  inllances  of  the  panic  which  the  Persian  arms 
had  llruck  at  the  ottoman  port.  It  was  faid  that  this  gentleman’s  chief 
bulinefs  here  was  to  negotiate  for  the  fecurity  of  the  interell  which  the 
fubjeds  of  the  states  have  in  the  lluere.  He  had  relided  fome  time  in 
ENGLAND,  and  profefied  himfelf  an  admirer  of  our  nation.  I  was  at  his 

®  1749.  ®  I  was  aclually  told  that  half  a  million  of  dollars  intended  for  pjrt  of  a  payment 

^ue  to  the  king  of  Prussia,  was  paid  away  for  the  duke  of  modena’s  pidtures. 

VoL.  II,  G  g  table 


234  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT'  AND  Part  III. 

table  in  company  with  polanders,  Italians,  french  and  Germans; 
he  aiked  me  which  of  the  countries  I  had  feen  was  the  moft  agreeable, 
and  where  a  man  of  fentiments  would  chufe  to  live.  I  told  him  my 
knowledge  of  the  world  was  very  limited ;  that  I  had  feen  a  great  deal 
of  mifery  in  one  fhape  or  other  in  every  country  where  I  had  been;  but 
after  pauling  I  determined  in  favour  of  England.  The  company  feem- 
ed  furprized  at  my  hefitation,  and  then  gave  their  fuftrage  by  a  loud,  but 
polite  applaufe.  Many  things  were  faid  on  this  occafion  in  favour  of  this 
happy  ifle.  Would  to  God  it  had  fewer  blemilhes !  we  ought  however  to 
be  watchful  of  that  reputation  for  which  foreigners  of  fentiment  fo  uni- 
verfally  give  us  a  diftinguilhed  preference. 

The  feafon  being  far  advanced,  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  haflen  my  de¬ 
parture.  It  was  not  without  relu^tancy  I  left  a  fcene  which  at  the  fame 
time  it  gives  occafion  of  compaflion  for  the  difirefibs  of  the  people,  af¬ 
fords  travellers  a  great  field  of  amufement,  but  mofi;  of  all  when  the  court 
is  in  that  city.  There  is  hardly  any  place  in  Europe  more  devoted  to  plea- 
fures  and  diverfions ;  but  we  fee  the  confequence  of  this  excefiive  indul¬ 
gence,  though  confined  to  a  court.  What  has  not  that  nation  then  to 
dread,  whofe  people  in  general  free  themfelves  from  refiraints  beyond  the 
m^afure  which  health  will  bear,  and  beyond  the  bounds  which  prudence 
or  juftice  warrants  ?  The  s axons  amidfi;  their  fufferings  are  gentle  in 
their  manners.  They  have  the  greatefi;  paffion  for  mufic  and  poetry  of 
any  of  the  Germans  ;  even  the  peafants  have  a  rural  tafiie  of  them  :  and 
they  have  fome  able  men  in  thefe  fciences. 

The  30th  of  Augufe  I  left  Dresden,  and  travelled  towards  meissen 
on  the  banks  of  the  else.  The  delightfulnefs  of  the  weather  contributed 
much  tov/ards  heightening  the  natural  beauties  of  this  country.  The  corn 
fields  and  gardens,  meadow  lands  and  paftures,  produced  a  charming  ef¬ 
fect.  Here  the  eafiern  banks  of  the  elre  are  adorned  with  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  vineyard's,  fome  of  which  are  admirably  fituated  to  receive  all  the 
advantages  which  the  fun  can  afford  in  this  latitude;  but  the  people  fruf- 
trate  their  own  end,  by  fuffering  the  vines  to  grow  too  high,  and  witli 
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too  great  a  luxuriancy,  fo  that  the  grapes  do  not  arrive  to  that  maturity 
which  a  more  judicious  cultivation  might  afford.  The  people  are  ex¬ 
tremely  induftrious,  and  no  ground  is  loft  ;  fome  of  the  fteepeft  hills 
are  fupported  by  many  terraftes.  As  we  approach  to  meissen  the  val¬ 
ley  grows  very  narrow,  and  part  of  the  houfes  on  the  banks  are  built  on 
rocks,  which  rife  perpendicular  from  the  river,  and  form  a  very  agree¬ 
able  and  romantic  view. 


The  caftle  at  meissen,  in  which  is  the  porcelain  manufactory,  Hands 
on  the  weftern  bank  of  the  elbe,  three  german  miles  from  Dresden  : 
it  is  a  very  large  building,  and  a  place  of  fome  defence. '  I  had  an  opportu-; 
nity  of  being  confirmed  with  what  fecrecy  this  manufactory  is  conducted,! 
for  there  is  no  admittance  into  the  moft  common  part  of  the  work,  without ; 
an  order  from  tlie  governor  of  Dresden  ;  nor  are  the  workmen  ever  feen 
without  the  gates  of  this  ftrong  hold.  Here  I  pafted  the  elbe  on  a 
bridge,  and  after  mounting  a  fteep  afcent  I  came  into  a  plain  country : 
the  road  is  good,  and  the  foil  rich  and  well  cultivated  j  towns,  woods  and 
pafture  lands  are  agreeably  intermixed,  and  combine  to  give  an  idea  of 
riches  and  pleafure  ;  yet  the  inhabitants  are  poor,  for  the  taxes  fall  heavy 
on  the  labourer.  I  arrived  at  staub  two  german  miles  and  a  half, 
and  from  thence  to  St.  hubertsburg  two  german  miles  and  a  half 5 
tlie  country  every  where  appearing  pleafant.  # 

This  is  a  palace  intended  for  the  pleafure  of  hunting,  of  which  I  have 
already  obferved  the  saxon  court  is  immoderately  fond.  The  adjacent 
country  is  proper  for  the  fport  5  and  the  king’s  dogs  and  horfes  are  kept 
in  order  by  being  exercifed  twice  a  week.  The  hunting  equipage  of 
the  SAXON  court  is  the  more  gay  and  brilliant,  as  an  uniform  of 
yellow  cloth  laced  with  filver  is  worn  on  thefe  occaftons  by  every  one 
v/ho  appears  in  the  field.  The  palace  is  large,  but  not  magnificent, 
nor  was  it  yet  entirely  finiftied.  The  fix  apartments  intended  for 
the  queen  are  lined  with  green  damaflc  laced  with  gold,  and  thofe  for 
the  king  of  crimfon,  in  the  fame  tafte.  The  dining-room,  which  is 
round,  is  an  elegant  apartment  :  the  gallery  is  of  a  good  fize,  and 
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ready  to  receive  the  fine  pidures  which  the  king  had  already  marked 
for  that  purpofe  from  amongfi:  his  colledion  in  Dresden.  There  is  a 
'handfome  luftre  of  porcelain,  which  had  been  fent  as  a  prefent  from 
FRANCE  as  FRENCH  manufa<5lure,  which  appeared  to  me  but  little  infe¬ 
rior  to  that  of  SAXONY.  There  Is  a  pidlure  of  St.  francis  xavier, 
fupported  by  an  angel,  done  in  crayons  by  the  hands  of  the  king’s  daugh¬ 
ter, ‘now  the  dauphinefs  of  France.  As  this  alliance  flattered  the  ani^ 
bition  of  the-  s axons,  the  king  had  promifed  great  amufements  to  his 
people  whenever  this  lady  fliould  bring  a  fon  into  the  world.  The  gar¬ 
dens  of  this  palace  w^ere  fmall,  but  the.  fituation  admirable,  and  the 
ground  already  laid  out  for  the  enlargement  of  them.  , 

The  3  ifi:  I  left  St.  hubertsburg  ;  the  roads  in  this  neighbourhood  arc 
very  good,  and  where  the  foil  is  inferior,  indufiry  feems  to  fupply  the  defi¬ 
ciency.  Having  travelled  two  german  miles,  I  arrived  at  wurtzen, 
which  is  a- market  town  on  the  river  mollen,  and  has  400  houfes.  From, 
hence  to  leipsig  is  three  german  miles  ;  fome  parts  of  the  road  are  fan- 
dy  and  difagreeable,  though  the  land  produces  grain  j  and  there  are  feveral 
tow'iis  and  villages.  From  Dresden  to  leipsig  is  12  german  miles  and 
a  half. 

Leipsig  is  one  of  the  greatefl:  trading  towns  in.GERMA-NY.;  its  fituation 
is  advantageous,  for  a  place  that  has  no  river  of  confequence  near  it.  Mag¬ 
deburg,  which  is  fituatcd*  on  the  elbe,  is  14  german  miles  and  a  half 
diftance,  and  merchandize  is  brought  from  Hamburg  by  that  channel. 
What  has  difllnguifiied  this  city  through  along  feries  of  years,  is  the  liberty 
oi  confcience  which  has  been  indulged  to  all  forts  of  people.  As  a  confe¬ 
quence  of  this  indulgence,  they  have  been  induftrious  in  the  cultivation  of 
knowledge  and  moral  accomplifhments :  the  univerfity  efiabliflied  here  has 
notwithfianding  of  late  years  declined  very  much.  The  feveral  princes  of 
GERMANY  have  the  wifdom  to  encourage  learning  within  their  own  domi¬ 
nions  j  add  to  this  the  neighbourhood  of  hall,  where  the  fludents  enjoy 
advantages  in  point  of  cheap  living  much  fuperior  to  this  place.  Notwith¬ 
fianding  this,  the  number  of  thofe  in  leipsig  is  yet  very  conliderable; 
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The  wool  which  Is  colleded  in  this  city  is  an  important  article,  and 
contributes  much  to  the  wealth  of  the  citizens.  They  have  fome  ricK 
manufadures,  and  are  much  diflinguidied  for  painted  cloths,  in  imitation 
of  tapcftry.  Wars  and  invafions,  with  the  want  of  ceconomy  at  court, 
have  much  humbled  the  pride  of  the  citizens,  and  reduced  that  luxury 
which  the  advantages  of  commerce  had  introduced  amongft  them.  The 
vifit  which  the  king  of  Prussia  made  them  was  yetfreflain  their  minds; 
and  the  heavy  contributions  impofed  on  them,  fet'  heavy  at  tKeir  hearts. 
In  this  place  are  three  fairs  kept  annually,  viz.  new  year’s  day,  e as¬ 
ter,  and  MICHAELMAS.  Formerly  thefe-were  all  very  confiderable; 
but  now  that  of  easter  only.  To  thefe  refort  polanders,  Hunga¬ 
rians,  BOHEMIANS,  PRUSSIANS,  and  people  from ’all  parts  of  GE  RMA*- 
NY;  alfo  FRENCH  and  ITALIANS',  and' even  Russians  come  hither, 
and  bring  the  produce  of  their  refpedive  countries.  Magdeburg  fup- 
plles  It  with  tobacco,  which  Is  the  growth  of  that  place :  the  quantity 
of  this  article  confumed  in  Germany  is  prodigious :  I  have  known  a 
common  podillon  fill  his  pipe  thrice  in  tile  fpace  of  two  german  miles^ 


Accompts  are  kept  here  in  dollars  and  goete  grofchen,  of  which  24 
make  a  dollar :  a  ducat  pafies  for  two  dollars  three  quarters.  Sundry  coins 
are  current,  but  the  pure  sax  on  filver  money  is  as  hard  to  be  found  here 
as  in  DRESDEN.  The  exchange  on  Amsterdam  is  ordinarily  about  130 
dollars  for  100  rix  dollars  current  of  the  united  provinces.  Their 
centner  is  no  lb's,  different  from  the  English  weight  about  two  and  a 
half  per  cent.  Their  ell  is  22  inches  and  a  half  English.. 

Here  are  about  40,000  Inhabitants  within  the  gates,  of  which  1 6  families 
are  french  refugees :  the  fuburbs  alfo  are  filled  with  people.  They  have 
fix  churches  for  the -Lutherans,  which  is  the  eflabllfhed  religion,  one 
for  the  reformed,  and  a  chapel  for  the  roman  cathodics  in  the  caftle  .; 
but  this  lafi;  is  not  permitted  to  ufe  bells.  They  have  introduced  a  new 
kind  of  luxury  even  in  their  devotion :  one  of  the  capital  churches  has 
a  number  of  chapels  projected  about  fix  feet  from  the  main  wall,  through 
which  they  communicate  witia  the  church,  each  chapel  having  its  difiind: 

door* 
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door  without.  Some  of  the  richeft  citizens  have  beftowed  on  thefe  aux¬ 
iliary  buildings'  1500  or  2000  dollars.  The  fober  part  of  the  people 
think  the  expence  had  been  better  bellowed  on  the  poor,  as  the  affedlation 
of  fo  great  a  diftindlion  is  by  no  means  confiftent  with  that  equality  which 
is  fuppofed  to  be  among  men  in  their  addreffes  to  the  Almighty.  It  feems 
to  be  the  remains  of  that  paflibn  which  the  romanists  have  for  the 
fplendid  embellifhmeiits  of  their  temples.  The  contrary  of  this  may  be 
feen  in  fome  countries,  where  the  houfe  of  God  is  oftentimes  left  in  a 
worfe  condition  than  a  liable  :  by  a  pretence  of  not  drawing  away  the 
attention  by  material  objeds,  they  make  no  proviiion  for  common  decen¬ 
cy,  nor  fometimes  for  common  protedlion  againll  the  weather.  The  peo¬ 
ple  here  are  religious,  and  it  is  a  conllant  cuflom  obferved,  to  fhut  their 
{hops  every  friday  morning ;  and  during  their  devotions,  which  laft  till 
ten  o’clock,  if  any  perfon  prefume  to  fell  any  thing,  they  are  fubjedl  to 
the  fine  of  ten  crowns. 

The  fortifications  of  leipsig  feem  rather  calculated  for  the  ufe  of  the 
•inhabitants  to  walk  on,  than  for  defence.  Thefe  have  however  four  fione 
gates,  and  the  citizens  fupport  200  foldiers;  this  exempts  them  from 
-quarters,  though  they  are  otherwife  fubje<5l  to  be  taxed  as  arbitrarily  as 
'  any  other  town  in  saxony.  This  city  is  of  a  very  fmall  extent,  but 
the  houfes  are  lofty  as  well  as  elegant  in  their  fronts.  Some  of  them  have 
three  ftories  of  cellars,  and  granaries  on  the  top  of  the  houfes  to  the 
number  of  three  or  four  fiories,  fo  that  the  whole  makes  an  appearance 
of  feven,  eight,  or  nine  Rories.  The  Rreets  are  clean,  commodious,  and 
agreeable,  and  there  are  two  large  fquares  v/hich  are  ufed  as  market-pla¬ 
ces.  .  But  what  adds  much  to  the  agreeablenefs  of  this  city,  are  the  gar¬ 
dens  which  furround  it,  particularly  the  apel  garden,  which  is  in  an 
^€xcellent  taRe,  confidering  that  it  is  almoR  upon  a  flat.  The  Ratues  are 
^very  indilferent,  yet  fo  ranged  as  to  produce  a  pleafing  effedl.  This  garden 
was  much  in  eReem  with  the  late  king  Augustus,  but  at  prefent  it  is 
•fupported  by  the  contributions  of  the  citizens. 

^  A  man’s  name. 
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A fiort  account  of  the  inhabitants  and  revenues  of  anhalt  k.®theNj 

ANHALT  DESSAU,  BINBURG  and  ZERBST.  A fliccindi  vieW  of  MAG¬ 
DEBURG  and  woLFENBUTTEL.  Of  the  revenues  and  forces  of  the 
court  of  BRUNSWIG,  'ivith  a  view  of  the  ducal  palace  and  gallery  of 
piBures  at  saltzdalen.  , 


SEPTEMBER  the  fecond  I •  took  leave  of  my  friends  in  leipsig,. 

and  departed  for  landsperg  j  the  road  near  leipsig- was  full  of 
waggons  loaded  with  merchandize.  The  land  is  every  where  well  culti¬ 
vated,  but  not  inclofed.  PIall,  which  is  fubjed  to  Prussia,  appeared 
at  a  fmall  diftance  :  it  is  famous  for  its  fchools  and  univerlity,  particular¬ 
ly  for  ftudents  in  phyfic.  At  landsperg,  which  is  three  german. 
miles  and  a  half,  we  entered  the  Prussian  dominions  j  the  paflage  from 
one  fovereignty  to  another  in  thefe  parts,  is  very  frequent :  from  thence, 
paffing  through  rothenburg,  which  is  the  frontier  of  saxony,  bor¬ 
dering  on  the  petty  fovereignty  of  the  prince  of  anhalt  koethen,  I 
arrived  at  the  city  koethen,  didant  four  german  miles. 

This  is  a  conliderable  place,  the  inhabitants  being  computed  near 
1 5,000.  They  have  three  churches,  and  the  principal  manufacture  of 
gold  and  fiver  lace  in  Germany.  It  employs  near  a  thoufand  perfons: 
the  ufual  expence  of  their  wages  is  1 500  dollars  a  week.  They  manu¬ 
facture  here  yearly  to  the  value  of  near  a  million  of  dollars,  for  which 
there  is  a  demand  all  over  GE  RM any  as  well  as  abroad.  The  s axons 
acknowledge  that  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  little  independent  fovereignties 
of  KOETHEN,  DESSAU,  BINBURG,  and  ZERBST,  live  in  the  land  of  milk 
and  honey  ^  whild  the  knowledge  which  thefe  people  have  of  what  the 
SAXONS  and  erandenburgers  fuffer,  convinces  them  that  thev  are 
really  happy.  Indeed  thefe  were  the  only  people,  confdered  as  a  fate, 
which  before  or  fnce  that  time  I  ever  heard  talk  without  complaining. 


Thefe  petty  princes  poflefs  lands  fufficient  for  their  expences,  their  re¬ 
venues  being  reckoned  about  half  a  million  of  dollars.  The  tax  on  lands 
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lis  4  per  cent,  which  mating  them  at  20  years  purchafe,  is  not  quite  one  {hil¬ 
ling  in  the  pound.  Upon  an  emergency  the  fubjeds  are  capable  of  railing 
half  a  million  extraordinary.  According  to  the  conftitution  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  each  of  thefe  princes  is  obliged  to  cloath,  arm,  and  fupport  100 
men  in  time  of  war,  for  the  emperor  s  fervice.  The  towns  in  thefe  little 
Rates  are  not  fo  numerous  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  country  as  in 
SAXONY,  but  better  peopled.  The  young  prince  of  anhalt  koethen 
has  a  palace  in  this  town,  but  it  is  in  a  ruinous  condition.  He  fupports  a 
body  of  250  men,  who  are  well  cloathed.^  his  revenues  are  computed  at 
1 60,000  dollars.  He  was  now  about  1 9  years  of  age,  of  a  very  remark¬ 
able  comelinefs,  and  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Denmark. 

The  third,  I  travelled  through  a  country  well  cultivated,  but  not  of  fo 
rich  a  foil  as  moll  parts  of  saxony.  Saltza,  which  lies  in  the  road, 
is  famous  for  refining  fait  made  from  an  adjacent  fpring  of  fait  water. 
The  river  saal  divides  the  dominions  of  anhalt  koethen,  and 
BRANDENBURG:  palling  over  it  in  a  ferry  I  entered  k alb e,  where  I 
found  near  a  regiment  of  Prussian  foldiers,  and  was  interrogated  as  u- 
fual  under  Prussian  difcipline.  This. was  the  firfi;  and  lafi;  place  in  which 
I  was  pilfered  j  I  difcovered  the  thief  and  obtained  rellitution,  and  was  in¬ 
clined  to  have  him  chaftifed,  till  I  learnt  that  the  punilliment  would  be 
more  fevere  than  the  nature  of  the  crime  feemed  to  require. 

The  fecurity  with  which  one  travels  in  this  part  of  the  world,  is  a  cir- 
4:umfl:ance  much  to  be  commended.  Here  the  people  are  fober  and  feri- 
ous ;  the  duties  of  morality  are  taught  and  inculcated,  not  by  priefts  on¬ 
ly,  but  by  parents :  and  as  a  natural  confequence  of  a  religious  fenfe  of 
things ;  thefts  and  robberies  in  time  of  peace  are  hardly  known  amongfi: 
the  GERMANS.  This  is  imputable  to  a  ftrid:  difcipline,  but  it  alfo  arifes 
from  the  early  imprefiions  of  religion,  which  fo  apparently  prevail  in  this 
country. 

From  kalbe  to  magdeburg  is  four  german  milesj  the  road  is  ex¬ 
tremely  good.  If  it  is  warrantable  to  travel  on  the  fabbath-day  without 

.  ®  In  time  of  war  travellins;  is  fald  to  be  dangerous. 

necefiity. 
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-neceffity,  we  ought  at  leaft  to  perform  the  duty  of  public  worfliip  :  I  heard 
a  good  difcourfe  in  one  of  the  french  reformed  churches.  I  have  already 
taken  notice  of  the  piety  of  the  Lutherans,  particularly  as  expreffed  in 
finging.  On  my  entrance  into  magdeburg,  a  band  of  vocal  muficians, 
compofed  of  twelve  ftudents,  after  morning  fervice,  were  finging  at  the 
doors  of  tlie  citizens :  this  is  but  a  genteeler  way  of  begging ;  however  it 
camiot  be  faid  to  encourage  idlenefs.  The  performance  pleafed  me  fo  v/el! 
that  I  engaged  them  for  a  diort  time,  and  they  received  a  fmall  gratuity 
with  great  thankfulnefs.  Here  are  two  reformed,  one  french  Luthe¬ 
ran,  and  eight  german  Lutheran  churches,  all  which  have  been  re¬ 
built  hnce  163 1. 

This  town  was  then  facked  and  burnt,  and  the  inhabitants  put  to  the 
fword  by  the  emperor^’s  general,  count  till y.  The  king  of  Prussia, 
in  his  memoirs  of  the  houfe  of  Brandenburg,  mentions  a  very  re¬ 
markable  inftance  of  heroic  virtue,  viz.  That  twelve  hundred  vir- 
“  gins  drowned  themfelves  in  the  else,  as  the  only  means  of  pre- 
“  ferving  their  chaftity  from  the  violation  to  which  it  was  expofed.  Thefe 

examples,  adds  this  author,  are  admirable,  but  they  are  rare.  If  the 
“  Rory  appears  fabulous,  it  ought  to  be  imputed  to  the  corruption  of 

“  our  manners,  or  that  the  fadt  is  not  properly  attefted.”  It  is  poffible 

that  a  fenfe  of  honour,  joined  to  the  terrors  of  a  cruel  enemy,  might 
drive  numbers  to  this  extremity,  efpecially  as  very  few  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  were  faved  from  the  fword,  except  fourteen  hundred  who  fliut 
themfelves  up  in  the  cathedral.  I  had  the  pleafure  to  find  here  feveral 
agreeable  perfons  of  both  fexes,  to  whom  the  letters  I  carried  procured 
me  an  introdudlion.  Indeed  I  every  where  experienced  advantages  of  this 
kind,  which,  though  I  travelled  alone,  rendered  my  journey  improving 
and  delightful. 

This  place  is  remarkable  for  its  great  magazines,  for  the  reception  of 

merchandize  brought  from  Hamburg  on  the  el  be,  and  from  hence 

lent  by  land  to  leipsig  and  other  parts.  Some  of  the  vefiels  employed 

Twelve  grofch,  or  twenty  one  pence. 

H  h  fo| 
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for  this  purpofe  are  of  70  lafts,  and  though  their  fides  are  very  thin,  are 
generally  deeply  loaded ;  they  are  flat  bottomed,  and  draw  at  mofl:  three 
feet  water.  The  current  near  the  town  is  very  fl:rong.  There  are  fourteen 
floating  mills  for  grinding  corn  5  and  to  prevent  the  ill  confequences  of  a 
rapid  ftream,  a  fluke  is  prepared  for  the  fafer  paflage  of  veflels  with  mer¬ 
chandize.  Here  are  fome  manufadtories  and  remarkable  buildings :  in 
the  great  fquare  at  the  main  guard,  is  an  antient  flatue  of  the  emperor 
OTHO,  who  in  the  year  930  is  faid  to  have  founded  this  city. 

The  fortifications  of  this  place  are  very  remarkable,  and  diflinguifhed 
through  all  Europe.  There  are  fix  deep  fofles :  this,  together  with  the 
lownefs  of  their  works,  renders  the  place  very  flrong.  Here  w^ere  three 
regiments,  amounting  to  4000  men ;  but  to  defend  fo  large  a  town,  a 
much  greater  number  is  necefiary. 

The  fourth,  I  travelled  on  to  akerresl  aben,  two  german  miles 
from  MAGDEBURG,  which  is  therefore  fometimes  preferred  as  the  mofl: 
convenient  ftage,  though  it  is  more  than  half  a  german  mile  out  of  the 
way.  The  german  poflilions  wear  the  liveries  of  the  country  they 
belong  to;  in  Brandenburg  it  is  blue,  in  saxonv  yellow;  they  bear 
the  king’s  arms,  and  pay  a  tax  of  one  third  of  the  hire  of  horfes  to  the 
crowm.  They  are  frequently  infolent,  or  ftupidly  regardlefs  of  their  duty 
to  flrangers.  They  life  final  1  french  horns,  the  found  of  which  is  flirill; 
fome  of  them  play  tunes  in  no  difagreeable  manner,  but  the  majority 
make  a  fliocking  noife.  Brandy,  or  uncommon  fees  of  drink-money  will 
induce  them  to  travel  faft,  otherwife  they  are  infupportably  dilatory. 

I  was  yet  in  the  Prussian  dominions,  when  my  pofliilion  attempted 
to  pafs  by  a  particular  way,  and  avoid  the  payment  of  a  fmall  road  duty; 
upon  this  an  officer,  who  was  polled  at  an  avenue  to  prevent  this  prac¬ 
tice,  rode  up,  flopped  my  chariot,  and  feized  one  of  the  horfes  as  a  tref- 
pafs.  He  would  not  defifl  till  I  alighted  with  my  piflol,  and  let  him 
know,  that  whatever  fault  the  poflilion  had  committed,  it  could  by  no 
means  reach  me,  who  had  paid  for  the  horfes  according  to  the  laws, 

and  was  travelling  under  the  protedion  of  thofe  laws ;  therefore  if  ho 

pre- 
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prefumed  to  detain  me,  I  would  refill  him  as  a  robber,  upon  which  he 
'  thought  proper  to  let  me  pafs. 

The  next  place  we  came  to,  was  the  city  of  helmstet,  belonging 
to  the  duke  of  Brunswig ;  it  is  furrounded  with  an  old  fortification,  and 
had  a  garrifon  of  200  of  the  duke’s  troops.  Here  are  200  fludents,  who 
are  chiefly  fupported  by  the  bounty  of  their  fovereign.  From  thence  I 
departed  for  wolfenbuttel,  being  four  very  long  german  miles; 
the  road  is  good  but  the  country  hilly,  and  the  vallies  abound  in  cattle. 
There  are  feveral  groves  of  oaks,  which  being  kept  perfectly  clean,  have 
a  charming  effecfl.  The  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and  villages  have  the 
appearance  of  great  health  and  eafy  circumflances.  A  few  miles  to  the 
eaflward  of  this  road  are  feveral  mines  of  iron,  copper,  fllver,  and,  they 
fay,  fome  gold  alfo.  In  the  dominions  of  the  duke  of  Brunswig,  as 
well  as  in  thofe  of  the  elector  of  saxony,  there  is  a  great  variety  of  oar, 
which  conftitutes  a  conflderable  part  of  their  revenues.  Among  fuch  as 
are  remarkable,  they  reckon  that  which  is  of  a  deep  emerald  w;th  fllver 
coloured  points,  like  thorns ;  this  oar  is  faid  to  contain  a  proportion  of  gold 
alfo. 

I  arrived  at  wolfenbuttel  after  the  gates  were  fhut,  but  I  procured 
admifflon  The  houfes  here  are  low,  but  the  flreets  clean.  The  fortifi¬ 
cation  is  very  neat  and  regular,  but  not  calculated  for  any  great  defence. 
The  frnall  river  okar  fills  a  mote  round  it,  and  affords  water  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  in  a  very  convenient  manner.  Without  the  walls  is  an  antient 
palace  belonging  to  the  duke,  which  is  rather  convenient  than  grand  ; 
here  are  feveral  apartments  well  furnifhed,  and  two  frnall  galleries  of  pic¬ 
tures.  Jn  this  city  there  is  a  good  arfenal  and  library :  I  declined  feeing 
it  from  an  opinion  that  the  Ample  view  of  libraries,  without  examining 
their  contents,  is  a  more  barren  entertainment  than  furveying  the  fley, 
without  thinking  of  him  who  made  it. 

*  There  is  a  rate  fixed,  three  grofeh  for  a  vehicle,  and  one  for  a  horfe,  for  opening  the  gates  afjer 
a  certain  hour. 


Hh  2 


The 


244  A  SUCCINCT  VIEW  OF  MAGDEBURG,  , Part  III. 

The  next  day  I  went  on  toi'BRUNswic.  About  an  English  mile 
from  woLFENBUTTEL  IS  the  palace  of*ANTOiNENBURG,  belonging  to 
the  duke’s  mother.  For  near  two  English  miles  the  road  is  bordered 
by  trees  and  groves  of  wood :  the  whole  way,  which  is  fhort  of  two 
german  miles,  is  agreeable.  The  walls  of  Brunswig  are  lofty,  and  the 
fortifications  of  no  mean  note.  This  is  the  refidence  of  the  prince,  whom 
we  ftile  duke  of  wolfenbuttel  5  his  majefly  the  king  of  great  Bri¬ 
tain,  is  a  branch  of  that  family,  and  takes  the  title  of  duke  of  Brunswig, 
The  garrifon  confided  of  five  regiments.  The  duke’s  forces  are  efiimated 
13,000,  but  I  have  reafon  to  believe  the  real  number  was  then  only 
9000,  of  which  2000  are  invalids.  This  is  a  great  number  for  fo  fmali  a 
date  to  fupport:  why  fo  many  are  kept  in  pay  in  time  of  profound  peace, 
is  owing  to  the  pride  of  thefe  german  princes,  and  the  cudom  of  their 
forefathers.  Add  to  this,  that  they  fometimes  receive  fubfidies  from, 
great  princes,  in  confequence  of  which  they  are  obliged  to  keep  up  a 
number  offerees.  The  Brunswig  troops  are  very  clean,  and  cloatheT 
much  after  the  Prussian  manner;  but  the  men  are  imaller,  their  arms 
lighter,  and  their  exerciie  not  fo  exact. 

The  arfenal  of  this  city  contains  nothing  very  extraordinary:  in  the- 
ROMISH  times  they  fay  it  was  a  church  in  the  gothic  tafte,  but  now  very 
much  changed,  as  well  in  the  exterior  part  as  the  infide,  which  contains 
three  {lories.  There  are  about  fix ty  pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  feveral  cohorna 
and  mortars,  and  ten  pieces  of  large  brafs  battering  cannon  of  an  enor¬ 
mous  fize,  with  a  great  quantity  of  final!  arms,  but  not  all  in  the  bed  order. 
It  feems  to  be  the  folly  of  mod  princes  to  preferve  many  ufelefs  arms,, 
merely  for  (hew,  or  for  the  fake  of  their  antiquity. 

On  the  ramparts  is  a  curiofity  of  a  mortar-piece  of  brafs,  made  in- 
1411.  It  is  ten  feet  fix  inches  long,  and  nine  feet  two  inches  dia¬ 
meter,  weighing  1800  quintals :  it  has  93  quintals  of  iron  in  the  carri¬ 
age.  It  will  carry  a  ball  of  730  pounds  weight  to  the  didance  of  3300  pa¬ 
ces,  and  throw  a  bomb  of  1000  weight,  but  it  requires  52  pounds  qf 
powder. 


Here 
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f'Here  are  Teveral  churches,  one  in  particular,  which  is  a  very  anticnr 
gothic  building,  but  the  appearance  of  its  antiquity  feems  to  be  abforb- 
ed  in  the  frequent  repairs  it  has  undergone.  The  top  of  it  is  ornamented 
\vith  twenty  large  paintings,  reprefenting  the  prophets  of  the  old  tefta- 
meat  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  which  gives  the  building  a  very  folemii 
air.  The  high  altar  is  of  marble  adorned  with  the  Ratues  of  the  four 
evangelifts,  and  fupported  below  by  moses  and  aaron... 

This  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Brunswig  is  very  numerous,  confiding^ 
of  near  thirty  peiTons,  who  live  in  great  harmony.  But  this  family  is. 
unhappy  in  having  one  conliderable  branch  in  banidiment  in  Russia,  and- 
another  living  in  a  date  of  widowhood,  the  king  ^  Her  hulband  being  a? 
live,  and,  to  appearance,  in  good  health. 

The  revenues  of  'tliis  country  are  faid  not  to  exceed  a  million  and  a. 
half  of  dollars  %  and  though  the  court  is  fo  numerous,  the  ceconomy  of  it 
is  fuch,  that  the  duke  has  his  theatrical  and  mufical  entertainments,  and' 
foreigners  are  received  with  great  civility.  Perfons  of  great  didindtion^ 
being  conddered  in  fome  meafure  upon  an  equality,  feldom  leave  this' 
court  without  being  extremely  well  fatisfied  widi  the  reception  they  meet 
with.  English  noblemen  in  particular  are  well  received  when  they  oc^ 
calionally  pafs  tliat  way.  The  duke  feems  to  confuit  his  eafe  and  Rappi-  - 
nefs  rather  than  the  parade  of  life.  He  generally  appears  in  his  coach* 
with  three  other  perfons  of  his  family.  His  livery  is  yellow,  laced  with 
a  galloon  of  blue  dlk  and  diver,  and  has  ufually  four  footmen  behind*. 
his  coach  5  two  pages  in  blue  cloth  laced  with  diver,  on  each  dde  of  it  ^ 
and  a  fervant  in  livery  riding  before  him  to  prepare  the  way. 

The  duke’s  palace  of  saltzuahlen  is  worthy  the  curiodty  of  a  tra-^ 
veller  :  it  is  dtuated  at  the  didance  of, a  long  german  mile  from  bruns- 
v/ic,  in  a  very  mean  village,  and  the  road  to  it  is  but  indifferent. ^  The* 
greated  part  of  this  palace  is  of  timber  .5  the  rooms,  are  madly  lined  with' 
painted  cloths,  which  have  a  tade  of  grandeur  at  a.  fmall  expence.  -  Plere  I: 
obferved  the  magnidcence  of  a  fovereign  prince  redrained  by  apardmoniousJj 


^  The  king  of  Prussia.. 


re2;ard . 


*  262,000]. 
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ixgard  to  fmall  revenues,  and  to,  the  neeefTary  fupport  of  a  family  and 
an  army.  The  garden  is  in  no  bad  tade,  but  the  datues  are  very  mean. 
The  gallery  of  pidures  is  a  noble  apartment,  and  its  contents  not  lefs 
worthy  of  attention  5  the  end  of  it  divides  into  feveral  apartments.  The 
left  wing  is  furnifhed  in  a  grotefque  tade  with  china  porcelain,  ranged 
in  an  agreeable  manner  :  another  is  full  of  painted  enamelled  ware, 
'great  part  of  which  is  faid  to  be  done  by  Raphael  of  urbino,  when  he 
was  enamoured  with  the  potter  s  daughter  :  but  I  fancy  Raphael  never 
made  a  tenth  part  of  the  quantity  which  is  afcribed  to  him._  This  collec¬ 
tion  is  faid  to  be  above  200  years  handing.  Of  pidures  there  are  many 
curious  originals,  fome  remarkable  for  the  fubjed,  and  others  for  the  ex¬ 
ecution. 

'Some  of  the  pidures  which  druck  my  fancy,  were  a  dam  and  eve 
'Viewing  abel  after  his  death,  and  pulling  open  his  eyes;  they  are  dip- 
pofed  to  be  ignorant  in  what  circumdances  he  wasj  abel’s  body  ap¬ 
pears  as  turned  towards  one  in  three  different  views;  this  piece  is  by 
strudel:  our  Saviour  on  the  crofs :  prince  eugene  the  imperial  ge¬ 
neral  :  LEWIS  XIV.  and  his  two  midreffes;  appear  to  be  fine  pieces :  the 
afcendon,  by  vougerman,  is  much  edeemed;  the  king  of  Poland, 
they  fay,  would  gladly  purchafe  it  at  any  rate :  the  marriage  of  two 
HOLLANDERS,  the  young  man  and  woman  looking  tenderly  at  each  o- 
ther,  while  the  parents  are  equally  attentive  to  the  notary  who  draws 
up  the  articles :  the  woman  of  samaria  folliciting  our  Saviour’s  mer- 
.cy,  pleading  the  argument  of  dogs  eating  crumbs  from  their  mader’s 
table  :  the  famous  Rembrandt,  his  wife  and  three  children  in  one  piece, 
.done  by  himfelf :  judith  and  her  attendant,  an  old  woman,  holding  hol- 
lifernes’s  head  jud  cut  off,  the  face  yet  appearing  with  fome  marks  of  life : 
'SPinola  a  famous  Spaniard,  by  rubens  :  a  Fleming,  by  van  dyke  : 
time  plunged  into  an  abyfs  by  eternity  :  an  angel  is  reprefen  ted  with 
a  ring,  whild  old  time  is  tumbled  headlong,  the  execution  of  this  piece 
feems  to  be  much  inferior  to  many  others:  peter  delivered  from  prifon 
by  the  angel,  by  stein  beck:  a  reprefentation  of  the  dodrine  of  the 

iirofs  and  facred  hidory,  oppofing  the  vain  imaginations  of  prophane  hif- 
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tory,  and  driving  away  the  vicious  beings  which  the  heathen  gods  are  . 
reprefented,  by  Jordan  :  cephalus  and  procris,  an  exceeding  fine 
piece :  the  reprefentation  of  abraham  embracing  his  fon  after  the  trial 
which  God  made  of  his  faith ;  piety  and  joy,  here  feem  to  contend  with 
each  other,  whilfi:  his  looks  exprefs  a  feraphic  adoration  j  this  piece  is 
done  by  liebens. 

The  dutchy  of  Brunswig  carries  on  a  trade  of  fome  confequence  with  . 
BOHEMIA.  The  country  abounds  in  hops,  which  are  efteemed  the  befi: 
in  all  GERMANY  :  they  have  likewife  great  plenty  of  turnips,  of  the  feeds  > 
of  which  they  make  good  oil. 


CHAP.  XXXIX. 

I'he  author  purfues  his  journey  to  the  elediorate  oj  hanover.  ,A  hrtefy 
account  of  the  city  of  hanover,  its  palace,  fables,  inhabitants.  Of, ' 
the  revenues,  foldiery,  &c.  RefeBions  oft  court  language.  A  fort  ac¬ 
count  of  the  palace  and  garden  of  herenhausen. 

^  I  ^  H  E  feventh  of  September  I  travelled  on  to  paine,  three  german  : 

J.  miles  i  this  place  is  in  the  bifiioprick  of  hildeshmm,  and  now  ' 
fubjedl  to  the  eledor  of  c,ologne,  whofe  troops  weje  quartered  here.  . 
From  hence  to  z^hn,  a  fmall  place  in  the  electorate  of  hanover,  is  .* 
two  german  miles  5  the  road  is  good,  but  moftly  on  a  heath  and  bai> 
ren  land. 

Here  I  had  an  opportunity  of  difcovering  a  new  fpecies  of  corruption,  . 
or  rather  an  infolent  abufe  of  authority.  The  electorate  of  hanover  is 
diftingui/hed  from  mofi;  others  in  Germany  in  this  inftance,  that  it  does  . 
not  draw  any  part  of  the  revenues  from  poll  horfes.  They  pay  here 
only  fix  grofch  a  german  mile  for  each  horfe,  whereas  in  Pomerania,  , 
BRANDENBURG,  and  SAXONY,  they  pay  eight.  But  as  in  thofe  countries  • 
they  ufually  put  in  four  horfes  to  a  common  chariot,  and  demand  pay¬ 
ment  only  for  three,  that  number  being  fuppofcd  fufficient in  hano¬ 
ver  they  infill:  on  being  paid  for  the  four,  defeating  the  intention  of  the 
legillature  by  this  aCl  of  inhofpitable  extortion, 
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-  i'From  zJ^^KN  to  the  city  of  hanover  is  two  german  miles;  the 
greateft  part  of  the  road  is  very  fandy,  and  difagreeable  ;  but  the  foil  pro¬ 
duces  corn,  and  there  are  feme  pleafant  groves  near  the  road.  The  city 
of  HANOVER  on  this  fide  appears  at  the  diftance  of  a  long  german  mile, 
as  if  it  flood  in  the  midft  of  a  w^ood.  Upon  entering  the  Hanove¬ 
rian  dominions,  I  could  not  help  obferving  a  particular  difference  in 
the  countenances  of  the  inhabitants  from  thofe  of  the  brandenburgers; 
for  though  the  latter  are  polite,  their  perfons  cleanly,  and  their  houfes 
elegant;  yet  is  there  not  the  fame  appearance  of  a  comfortable  life  as  in 
HANOVER.  The  reafon  of  this  will  foon  appear,  from  the  comparifon 
of  the  different  governments,  and  different  views  of  their  refpedfive  fo- 
vereigns.  The  Ling  was  now  at  ghoerd,  a  hunting-palace  28  german 
miles  from  the  city.  It  is  faid  that  twelve  hundred  perfons  can  be  ac¬ 
commodated  at  this  place,  where  his  majefly  makes  greater  expence 
than  at  any  other  diverfion.  The  woods  are  cut  into  viflas,  and  the 
tract  of  country  fo  large,  that  the  trees  which  were  blown  down  in 
a  late  ftorm,  though  computed  at  8o,ooOj  are  notwithflanding  hardly 
miffed. 

'The  connexion  which  English  fubjedts  are  fuppofed  to  have  with 
HANOVER,  had  almoft  betrayed  me  into  a  perfuafion  that  I  fhould  find 
myfelf  at  home  there.  It  is  a  vulgar  notion,  that  England  is  the  chief 
flipport  of  that  eledorate ;  how  ill  founded  it  may  be,  I  fhall  not  take  the 
pains  to  enquire ;  but  I  could  not  avoid  obferving  a  certain  coldnefs  and  in¬ 
difference  in  ENGLISH  travellers  in  regard  to  hanover,  who,  though  an¬ 
xious  in  the  dominions  of  foreign  princes,  to  fee  things  lefs  worthy  of 
note,  are  apt  to  pafs  over  this  city  wdthout  any  attention. 

Count  WILLIAM  BENTiNK  being  in  the  fame  inn,  did  me  the  honour 
of  a  tranfient  vifit :  this  nobleman  is  particularly  polite  in  his  manners, 
and  has  a  great  love  for  the  English.  The  count,  who  is  feigneur  of 
ROON,  and  of  the  fame  family  as  the  duke  of  Portland,  is  greatly  be¬ 
loved  by  all  the  well-wifliers  of  the  houfe  of  orange,  which,  it  is  faid, 
lie  had  a  great  fhare  in  refloring  to  the  fladt-holderfhip.  I  had  alfo  an 

oppor- 
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opportunity  of  paying  my  refpeds  to  a  certain  noble  peer,  polleffed  of 
many  amiable  qualities.  He  gave  me  as  gracious  and  polite  a  reception 
as  I  had  any  title  to  expe(ft,  who  hardly  ever  faw  him  before.  As  I  had 
no  court-dependences,  nor  were  here  any  temptations  to  other  amufe- 
ments ;  I  was  at  liberty  to  indulge  my  thoughts  in  moralizing  on  this 
occafion. 

A  certain  emiffary  from  Hamburg  fent,  about  this  time,  to  the  court  of 
HANOVER,  returned  home  in  high  joy,  from  the  great  honour  which 
had  been  paid  him;  though  not  a  jot  of  his  bufinefs  was  done.  Men 
unufed  to  the  language  of  courts,  may,  like  Sir  francis  wronghead 
in  the  play,  be  eafily  deceived  into  the  imaginary  poflefTion  of  riches  and 
honours,  when  thefe  foft  words  are  fpoken  by  men  in  the  higheft  ranks 
of  life :  but  when  courtiers  are  conflrained  to  difguife  their  fentiments, 
can  we,  with  any  propriety,  fay,  they  are  fo  high  in  dignity,  as  the  private 
gentleman,  who  dares  to  fpeak  the  language  of  his  heart,  and  is  under  n& 
kind  of  neceffity  of  fpeaking  any  other  language  ? 

One  of  the  apartments  in  the  king’s  palace  being  appointed  as  a  chap- 
pel  for  the  fubjeds  of  the  church  of  England,  I  had  the  pleafure  of 
hearing  dodor.  YOUNG,  one  of  his  majefty's  chaplains  %  preach.  WhilR 
we  are  travelling  through  countries  where  we  have  no  particular  in- 
tereft,  where  we  are  fojourners  only  for  a  few  days,  in  a  literal  fenfe ; 
fliall  we  negled  to  call  to  mind  that  country,  where  we  fhall  live 
for  ever ;  or  think  it  an  impropriety  to  blend  the  conlideratlon  of  both 
worlds,  whilft  they  are  in  their  nature  fo  infeparably  conneded  ?  Whe¬ 
ther  it  was  from  the  great  diftance  of  time  in  which  I  had  not  heard 
any  preacher  of  note,  or  the  excellency  of  the  dilcourfe,  fet  off  with 
the  advantages  of  the  dodor’s  gefture,  voice,  and  propriety  of  expref- 
fion ;  his  words  feemed  to  have  at  lead  as  much  force  as  the  fweeteft 
eloquence  of  the  mod  accomplifhed  courtier.  To'  lend  an  ear  to  the 
courtier,  and  take  his  word  for  fome  uncertain  fhort-lived  good,  whild  we 

*  Now  mailer  of  jesus  college  in  Cambridge. 
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are  totally  deaf,  or  carelefsly  inattentive  to  that  of  the  pried:,  who  promifes 
certain  and  eternal  felicity,  is  as  common,  as  for  men  to  think  more  of  this 
world  than  of  the  next. 

But,  unhappily  for  mankind,  thefe  emiilaries  from  heaven  too  often  ut¬ 
ter  their  important  truths  with  lefs  emotion,  and,  to  appearance:,  with' 
lefs  attention  to  the  purport  of  the  words,  than  the  courtier  can  have 
to  his  Gomplimental  declarations.  It  was  perhaps  on  this  principle  the  cele¬ 
brated  Mr.  BOOTH  judly  remarked,  that  the  fictions  of  the  ftage  have  ufually 
penetrated  men’s  hearts,  at  lead  for  the  time,  much  deeper  than  the  reali¬ 
ties  which  are  uttered  from  the  pulpit.  To  foften  this  matter,  it  ought  tO" 
be  remembered,  that  a  drong  and  harmonious  voice,  a  mufical  ear,  and. 
a  devout  heart,  are  things  which  rarely  meet  in  one  and  the  fame  man. 
The  great  objedion  feems  to  confid  in  this,  that  the  fpiritual  part  of  the 
legidature  have  declined  into  an  inattention  to  this  article  3  and  cudom, 
joined  to  the  freedom  of  great  Britain,  in  fome  meafure  makes  it 
necedary  for  them  to  appoint  all  perfons,  who  prefent  themfelves,  if  their 
lives  and  their  learning  are  unexceptionable,  whatever  their  defeats  ma^ 
be  in  regard  to  voice,  ear,  and  expredion. 

There  are  however  many  preachers  in  England  of  admirable  Ikill  iu’ 
oratory :  many  whole  manners,  language,  and  dodtrine  afford  the  highed- 
delight  to  a  moral  mind  y  and  give  occaffon  to  their,  auditors  to  diow  as 
great  mai'ks  of  their  tade,  as  of  their  virtue.  Unhappy  thofe  whofe  po¬ 
verty  in  both,  contracts  their  joys  to  pleafures  of  a  different  nature  5  plea- 
fures  which  are  rendei'ed  valuable  only  from  the  expence  they  create  j  or 
.  fuch  as  ought  to  be  diunned,  becaufe  they  are  dangerous.  The  caufe  of 
religion  feems  to  differ  with  the  decline  of  that  refpedt  which  is  due  to  a 
profeflion,  the  mod  dignified  in  the  world.  A  reverence  for  pried  and  for 
religion,  will,  in  the  minds,  at  lead  of  the  common  people,  ever  accom¬ 
pany  each  other ;  and,  in  one  fenfe,  there  are  more  common  people  than  is 
generally  imagined..  In  England  there  feems  to  he  much  greater  danger 
from  the  immorality  arifing  from  this  caufe,  than  from  ecclefiadical  power 
or  pride, 
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Hanover  is,  in  many  refpeds,  plealant;  and,  though  fhort  of  Ber¬ 
lin,  or  DRESDEN,  it  may  be  deemed  elegant:  it  is  every  day  improving, 
and  the  part  which  is  called  the  new  city  has  feveral  agreeable  houfes.  It 
is  watered  by  the  leina,  which  is  a  branch  of  the  abler,  that  runs  in¬ 
to  the  WESER,  and  confequently  communicates  with  Bremen ;  but  it 
carries  on  no  trade  worth  mentioning.  The  fortifications  are  not  formi¬ 
dable,  but  the  walk  round  them  is  very  agreeable. 

The  king’s  Rabies  are  magnificent ;  befides  his  riding  horfes,  which 
were  then  abfent,  they  contained  thirteen  complete  fetts  of  coach-horfes, 
the  mofi:  beautiful  of  their  kind. 

The  palace  is  fituated  upon  the  banks  of  the  leina:  it  has  feveral 
courts  within  it.  In  confequence  of  a  fire,  which  happened  not  many 
years  fince,  great  part  of  it  has  been  rebuilt.  The  rooms  are  commodious, 
as  well  as  grand,  and  many  of  them  are  hung  with  very  rich  tapeRry,  for 
which  this  palace  is  moR  diRinguiRied.  The  opera-houfe,  as  well  as  the 
theatre  for  the  french  comedians,  which  are  both  within  the  palace,  are 
antient,  but  commodious.  The  whole  is  rather  rich,  decent,  and  elegant, 
than  fplendid  j  but  it  has  fomething  more  folid  than  any  I  faw  in  Ger¬ 
many. 

The  guard  is  always  mounted,  and  open  table  is  kept  even  when  the 
king  is  not  in  his  electoral  dominions  j  at  which  time  the  adminiRration, 
compofed  of  a  council  of  Rate,  is  conduded  with  the  utmoR  dignity. 
During  the  whole  winter  there  is  a  play  twice  a  week,  and  a  concert  as 
often.  The  courtiers,  without  exception,  take  place  according  to  the  mi¬ 
litary  rank  that  is  aRigned  them ;  at  the  fame  time  that  this  feeds  their 
hearts  with  that  pride  and  emulation,  which  is  one  of  the  great  properties 
of  courts  in  general,  it  fupports  that  good  order  and  difeipline  which  is 
elftntial  to  a  military  governmeniF. 

The  king’s  forces  in  the  eledorate  are  faid  to  be  24,000.  They  are 
defcrvedly  diRinguiRied  for  their  valour,  of  which  they  gave  Rich  fignal 
proof  in  the  late  war,  that  even  thofe  politicians,  who  make  it  a  point  to 
oppofe  the  meafures  of  the  government,  muR  confefs,  that  our  confidence 
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in  them  was  m«re  judicioufly  repofed,  than  in  any  other  of  our  good 
friends  and  allies.  Thefe  men  do  not  appear  fo  tall  as  the  English  foL 
diers  j  but,  in  other  refpedts,  bear  a  great  affinity  to  them.  The  revenues 
of  the  eledorate  are  about  four  millions  of  dollars  The  finances  are  faid 
to  be  in  good  order,  which  is  not  improbable  j  for  although  -this  electorate 
has  been  fo  frequently  threatened  with  invafions,  war  has  not  reached  its 
bowel's  now  for  a  long  feries  of  years.  A  confiderable  part  of  the  revenue 
ai'ifes  from  the  filver  mines.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city  of 
HANOVER  hardly  exceed  fifty  thoufand.  •  • 

I  was  told  in  Brandenburg,  that  the  hanovertan  women  were  reir 
markable  for  their  beauty }  but  I  confefs,  that  I  could  not  difcover  any 
fuch  women  ^  if  is  true,  my  eyes  w’ere  then  extremely  weak. 

But  nothing,  here  is  fo  much  recommended  to  the  attention  of  travel-: 
vellers  as  the  king’s  palace  at  heren-hausen,  which  lies  about  two 
ENGLISH  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  city.  The  way  to  it  is  through 
an  agreeable  avenue  of  trees,  but  the  road  is  fandy.  I  know  not  if  I  was 
moR  mortified  or  furprized,  to  find  a  building  incomparably  fhort  of  my 
expectations  5  for  though  in  England  it  is  faid  our  hofpitals  are  palaces, 
and  our  palaces  are  more  proper  for  hofpitals  5  yEt  I  had  fallen  into  an 
opinion,  that  this  palace,  fo  much  talked  of,  was  indeed  grand,  and  wor¬ 
thy  of  his  majefly.  Princes,  like  other  men,  have  oftentimes  prejudices  in 
favour  of  a  paternal  inheritance,  and  the  refidence  of  their  forefathers.- 
Ernest  AUGUSTUS,  the  king’s  grandfather,  built  this  palace  about  eighty 
years  fince  ^ :  the  greateft  part  of  it  is  of  wood,  and  the  apartmentsdn  ge¬ 
neral  rather  give  an  idea  of  a  large  antient  manfion-houfe  of  a  private  gen¬ 
tleman  in  ENGLAND,  than  the  palace  of  a  great  monarch.  It  has  fome 
rich  and  decent  furniture,  and  good  pictures.  Charles  the  fird,  and  prince 
RUPERT  in  particular,  are  faid  to  be  originals,  and'difiinguilhed  for  their 
likenefs. 

The  garden  however  may  juftly  be  admired.  I  law  none  in  Germany” 
comparable  to  it,  though  it  wants  thofe  exquifite  charms  and  inchanting 

700,000  !,  «  HAMPTo:j-eourt,  &c.  excepted.  ^  In  iSyo. 
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variety  that  an  inequality  of  ground  produces,  of  which  we  have  nume¬ 
rous  proofs  in  great  Britain.  One  fide  of  the  garden  is  covered  by 
a  narrow  piece  of  water  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length.  The  walks 
are  mofily  of  gravel  made  wide  and  fpacious,  large  fquares  and  bafons  di¬ 
viding  the  feveral  parts  of  the  garden.  The  intermediate  fpaces  are  form¬ 
ed  by  lofty  groves  and  orchards :  the  whole  produces  a  grand  eftedi  but 
in  my  judgment  not  very  rural.  The  flatues  are  mollly  of  ftones,  and  do ' 
not  appear  to  me  of  the  firft.rank.  The  jet  d’eau,  eredted  by^Mr.  ben- 
son  in  1716,  perhaps  exceeds. any  thing  of  the  fort  in  the  world  -it  throws 
the  water  70  feet  high.  Here  is  alfo  a  fylvan  theatre^according  to  the  ger¬ 
man  tafte,  on  which  plays  and  mafquerades  arefometimes  exhibited:  it  is 
adorned  with  ftatueSj  and  occafionally  illuminated  in  a  grand  tafte.  Jn  this  pa¬ 
lace,  it  is  faid,.the  king  mofi:  unbends  his  mind  j  and  whilfi:  he  enjoys  an  un-  - 
controuled  authority,  has  the  entire  pofiTeffion  of  the  hearts  of  his  fubjedls. 
Such  cannot  be  the  limited  power  of  a  British  monarch  5  but  he  certainly 
has  the  fincere  love  of  much  the  greatefi:  part  of  his  people  in* great 
BRITAIN  5  the  real  friendfhip  of  many  near  his  perfon,  and  the  venera¬ 
tion,  even  of  thofe  few,  who  are  too  much  their  own  enemies -to  be  en¬ 
tirely  his  friends ;  and  to  thefe  we  may  add  a  country  poflefied  of  all 
the  advantages  of  nature  and  art,  incomparably  fuperior  to  the  eledrorate  : 
yet  the  native  born  fubjeds,  who  judge  difpafiionately,  and  enter  a  little 
into  the  human  heart,  wilLfoon  find  reafons  to  confider  a  king  as  man  like 
themfelves,  and  reconcile  the  conflancy  of  his  majefty’s  affedions  for  his 
HANOVERIAN  dominions.  Whether  fuch  an  affedion  will  exifi;  in  the 
minds  of  this  illuftrious  family  in  future  ages,  futurity  only  can 
difeover.  That  the  Hanoverians  are  as  impatient  for  the  abfence  of 
their  elector,  as  any  British  fubjeds  can  be  of  their  king,  is  ob¬ 
vious;  fo  natural  is  it  to  mankind  to  covet  the  fight  and  prefence  of  their 
fovereign  when  he  is  a  good  prince. . 

One  great  topic  during  my  flay  at  hanover,  was  the  treaty  jufl 
then  concluded  between  the  British  crown  and  the  united  pro¬ 
vinces  on  the  one  part,  and  the  eledor  of  bavaria  on  the  other, 
with  regard  to  a  fupply  of  forces  in  cafe  of  need;  for  which  bavaria 
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is  to  receive  an  aftnual  fubfidy  of  near  40,000.1.  'The  fufferings  of  ba- 
•VARIA  in  the  late  v^ar,  one  would  imagine,  w'ere  fufficient  to  detach  her 
eleftor  from  France,  though  fuch  an  emolument  had  not  been  given.  The 
generality  of  people  in  England  are  apt  to  complain,  that  thefe  fubfidies 
-are  injurious  to  the  honour  and  welfare  of  their  country;  but  if  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  fupport  an  intereft  upon  the  continent,  as  in  fome  lights  it  muft 
be  granted;  thefe  german  princes,  whofe  intereft  or  inclination  may  in- 
-  duce  them  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  us,  will  as  naturally  demand  of 
us  fome  kind  of  reward  for  their  friendfhip,  as  the  poor  expedl  to  be  re¬ 
lieved  by  the  bounty  of  the  rich  :  and  although  more  may  be  paid  for  a 
'thing  than  it  is  worth;  yet,  in  fome  cafes,  is  it  not  as  much  our  intereft 
•to  give  moderate  fubfidies,  as  it  is  for  other  princes  to  take  them  ?  We 
Tee  that  the  french,  who  are  very  acute  in  their  politics,  are  as  little 
difpofed  to  give  fomething  for  nothing,  as  we  poflibly  can  be ;  and  yet 
they  pay  to  Prussia,  cologn,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Poland,  and  the 
republic  of  Genoa  near  600,000  1.  which  I  apprehend  is  near  twelve 
times  as  much  as  we  pay  in  fubfidies  As  cuftom  is  the  law  of  mankind, 
whilft  the  fyftem  of  political  intereft  remains  on  its  prefent  footing,  thofe 
■nations  who,  by  commerce,  are  in  the  way  of  accumulating  riches,  will 
have  demands  on  them  for  part  of  thofe  riches,  whenever  the  afliftance  of 
mother  princes  is,  in  a  certain  degree,  neceftaiy  to  preferve  that  power  by 
'which  thofe  riches  are  acquired :  and  whilft  we  commit  depredations  on 
.one  another  by  arts  of  corruption,  even  fuppoling  the  giving  of  moderate 
•fubfidies  to  be  an  evil,  if  it  is  fuch  as  the  conduct  of  other  powers  ren- 
.ders  neceftaiy,  we  have  tlie  lefs  reafon  to  complain. 

*  The  laft  fubfidy  tosAXONx,  together  with  that  of  bavaria,  I  believe  does  not  exceed  fifty 
thoufand  pounds.  The  moft  provoking  circumftances  in  regard  to  paying  foreign  fubfidies,  is  being 
deferred  in  time  of  need;  and  yet  we  are,  in  this  refpedl,  on  the  fame  footing  as  the  french,  fuppofing 
.we  give  with  the  fame  attention  to  the  natural  intereft  of  thofe  who  receive,  as  the  fr^ench  do. 
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C  H'  A.  P.  XL. 

' duel  fought  between  two  of  the  king's  hanoverian  fubjeSls,  RefeSlkm' 

on  duelling. 

SINCE  my  arrival  in  this  city*,  the  great  fiibjedl  of  difcotirfe  was  the 
’duel,  by  which  his  majefty  had  juft  loft  Mr.  frichapel  and 
Mr.  swEKEL,  two  of  his  principal*  HANOVERIAN  fubje<fts,  the  one  being 
fled,  and  the  other  killed.  The  latter  was  a.  lord  of  the  bed-chamber,  and 
being  in  favour  with  the  king,  he  had  attended  his  majefty  into  hol- 
LAND,  though  this  office  ordinarily  belonged' to  frichapel  as  mafter 
of  the  horfe  :  this  created  a-  difguft  and  jealoufy,  which  were  inflamed  by  - 
an  occafional  infult;  Both  were  faid-  to  be  equally  difpofed  to  refer  the 
decifion  of  the  matter  to  the  fword  5  swekel,  though  no  young  man; . 
and  fhort-fighted,  was  weak  enough  to  comply  with  the  challenge,  and  loft  - 
his  life  in  the  unequal  combat,  much  to  the  regret  of  the-court,  and  of*  * 
all  lovers  of  peace  and  amity.  - 

What  a  reproach  is  it  to  the.firft  magiftrates  of  the  Christian  world, 
that  this  cuftom  fliould  be  fo  often  connived  at!  A  cuflom  which  is  con-- 
fidered  by  mahqmmedans,  and  even  pagans,  as  impious  as  it  is  ridi- - 
culous.  Do  princes  imagine  there  is  no  other  way  to  fupport  military  ' 
courage  and  external  politenefs,  but  by  the  facrifice  of  religion  and  huma¬ 
nity  ?  What  a  difgrace  to  common  fenfe,  that  -men,  of  the  moft  gallant ' 
fpirits  in.a  nation,  fhould  thus  become  the  dupes  of  princes  by  a  com-- 
pliance  with  a  tyrannical  and  fantaftic  rule  of  condudt,  which  has  no  found  * 
politic,  nor  one  good  reafon  to  fupport  it  ? 

His  majefty,  it  was  faid,  would  have  made  the  furvivor  fhorter  by  the 
head, had  he  remained  in  the  hanoverian  dominions'’.  It  might  be  wifhed 
that  the  king  would  declare,  and  we  ought  to  believe  he  would  be  as  good  ' 
as  his  word,  that  any  man  for  the  future,  who  has  not  courage  and  refolu- 

**  Mr.'FRiCKAFEL  has  now  a  regiment  in  the  french  fervice. 
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tion  enough  to  obey  the  lav/s,  nor  humanity  to  forgive,  nor  even  the  modera¬ 
tion  to  appeal  to  others,  'fliall  be  deemed  a  bad  man,  if  not  a  coward,  and 
receive  no  mercy,  but  what  the  laws  'will  give  him.  Would  it  not  be  more 
honourable  for  Christian  princes  to  interpofe,  by  banifhing  from  their 
courts  with  infamy,  every  fubjedl,  who,  being  a  party,  pretends  to  be  alfo 
judge,  jury,  and  executioner  in  his  own  caufe  in  this  important  article  of 
life  and  death  ?  .  ;  - 

To  take  away  life  contrary  to  law,  is  a  power  which  a  king  ought  4iot 
to  have  ;  and  which  kings,  in  our  happy  ifle,  muft  not  aifume:  and  fliall 
a  fubjedl  dare  to  do  it  ?  Yet  the  fault  apparently  lies  in  the  bread:  of  princes, 
that  this  deteftable  practice  is  not  fuppreffed.  Princes  are  the  fountain  of 
that  honour,  which  is  the  principle  on  which  the  duellift  is  fuppofed  to 
radl.  The  connivance  or  refentment  of  a  king  muft  feed  or  dry  up  the 
fource  of  this  deluiion,  which  is  more  owing  to  cuftom,  than  to  the  bad- 
nefs  of  men’s  hearts  j  a  cuftom  which,  in  the  ages  of  ignorance  and  fuper- 

ftition,  was  not  known  among  men  j  as  if  learning,  politenefs,  and  the 
light  of  the  gofpel,  were  productive  only  of  falfe  refinements,  diame¬ 
trically  oppofite  to  humanity  and  religion.  Princes  are  alfo  fupreme 
in  religious  matters.  This  is  a  cafe,  which  feems  to  require  an  appeal 
to  the  fovereign  of  heaven  and  earth,  whofe  vice-gerents  princes  ought 
to  be  5  and  if  men,  in  a  wanton  purfuit  of  an  imaginary  honour, 
defpife  even  death  itfelf,  what  other  law  can  reCtify  this  abufe,  than  the 
law  of  honour,  of  which  the  prince  is  the  guardian  ?  Hence  the  notions 
which  render  this  praCtice  in  fome  inftances  warrantable,  may,  by  a  change 
of  cuftom,  render  it  infamous,  and  the  very  memory  of  fuch  falfe  notions 
will  thus  in  time  wear  off. 

If  the  fault  is  not  imputable  to  princes,  if  they  do  not  confider  fuch 
practices  as  neceffary  evils,  how  comes  it,  for  this  is  the  common  received 
opinion,  that  the  honefteft  man,  and  moft  gallant  officer  in  an  army,  is 
obliged  to  give  up  his  commiffion  after  refufal  to  fight,  though  demanded 
by  a  perfon,  who  is  ftupidly  intrepid,  and  deferves  fevere  punifhment  for 
difturbing  the  fociety  ?  But  fuppofing  the  challenger  is  of  a  contrary  cha- 
jaCter,  I  fee  not  how  the  cafe  is  altered  :  The  violation  of  human  and  di¬ 
vine 
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vine  laws  is  the  fame.  I  muft  again  repeat  it,  if  the  fault  is  not  imputable 
to  princes,  how  comes  it  that  the  furvivor  is  generally  pardoned  in  ©onfe- 
quence  of  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  ? 

It  is  true,  many  worthy  men  have  been  in  the  fad  cafe  of  the  furviving 
diiellift,  by  offending  more  from  a  regard  to  cuflom  than  the  badnefs  of 
their  hearts.  Perhaps  it  was  a  debt  to  humanity  to  fave  them  from  the 
gallows,  fmce  they  muft  have  fought  in  fome  meafure  from  their  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  lenity  of  princes.  Is  it  enough  that  the  law  declares  it  death 
to  kill  in  a  duel,  when  what  we  call  the  fair  duellifi:  knows  that  the  furvi- 
vcr  is  generally,  I  might  fay,  always  pardoned  ?  The  deceafed  is  al¬ 
ways  mofl  in  fault,  or,  what  is  very  remarkable,  always  faid  to  be  fo : 
but  did  fubjedls  of  every  rank  know,  that  to  meet  an  adverfary  with 
weapons,  with  an  intention  of  fighting,  was  certain  death  by  the  laws  5 
and  that  the  fovereign  would  interpofe  only  to  fee  the  laws  executed,  there 
is  great  reafon  to  believe  that  no  one  would  proceed  to  fuch  extremities. 

The  FRENCH  in  this  cafe  generally  fly  their  country  5  many  are  conni¬ 
ved  at ;  and  by  a  negledt  of  the  laws  which  prevails  in  every  nation  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  higher  ranks,  duelling  is  often  deemed  a  rencounter  %  and 
as  fuch  is  pardoned.  There  are  indeed  many  of  th6  french  abroad  in. 
an  inglorious  banifhment  for  crimes  of  this  nature,  who  make  no  fecret 
of  it,  but  avow  the  caufe,  by  calling  it  an  affair  of  honour  3  a  fpecious 
name  indeed  to  colour  a  wicked  action  ! 

A  prince  is  concerned  to  prevent  this  abufe,  not  only  as  the  chief  ma- 
giftrate,  and  the  guardian  of  the  laws,  but  in  mofl;  countries  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal  military  officer,  or  general  of  the  army.  In  a  camp  this  extrava¬ 
gant  whim  received  its  birth,  and  has  been  fince  propagated  for  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  as  much  to  the  difgrace  of  all  pretenders  to 
true  honour,  and  the  common  laws  of  civil  fociety,  as  to  the  profeffors 
of  the  chrifiian  religion. 

i, 

*  I  have  heard  that  the  french  king  takes  an  oath  at  his  coronation  not  to  pardon  duels. 

VoL.  II.  K  k 
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Henry  IV.  of  f range  is  faid  to  have  been  the  firll  that  encouraged 
this.pradice,  by  which  many  a  good  fubjedl  has  loft  his  life,  and  many  a 
family  has  been  left  in  diftrefs,  who  may  juftly  call  for  vengeance  on  him 
who  frft  gave  countenance  to  fo  dangerous  a  fyftem,  Lewis  XIV.  did 
much  in  curbing  this  vice  in  France,  and  it  became  lefs  faftiionable  irt 
other  parts  of  Europe  :  but  alas !  fince  his  time,  in  France  and  feveral 
parts  of  EUROPE,  what  a  number  of  fouls  have  been  fent  to  their  laft  ac¬ 
count  full  of  this  complicated  crime,  of  regarding  men  rather  than  God  ? 
I  fay  regarding  men  rather  than  God,  fince  pride  is  certainly  at  the  bot¬ 
tom,  and  every  fuch  adt  of  pride  is  plainly  a  rebellion  againft  divine 
laws. 

As  this  cuftom  fo  apparently  ftrikes  at  the  fundamental  laws  of  all  fo- 
ciety,  ought  it  not  to  be  refented  as  fuch  by  the  whole  community  ?  'Tis 
amazing  how  impioufly  ftupid  fome  men  are  in  this  article  in  countries 
profefiing  chriftianity,  who  prefume  to  difpofe  of  their  lives  as  if  they 
pofiefied  them  by  an  independent  aft  of  their  own,  and  acknowledging 
no  God,  are  direfted  intirely  by  their  own  caprice. 

To  intimidate  thefe  valiant  men,  it  might  perhaps  be  demonftrated  that 
duels  are  often  fought  for  want  of  courage.  Have  the  combatants  refolution 
to  aft  up  to  the  real  fenfe  of  things  ?  If  they  have  not,  in  what  fenfe  are 
they  brave  beyond  a  dog  or  a  lyon  ?  And  where  is  the  honour  of  do¬ 
ing  a  wicked  aftion  for  fear  of  wanting  bread  ?  An  honeft  man  will  die 
rather  than  do  a  bafe  aftion ;  and  what  is  the  notion  of  a  bafe  aftion  but 
fuch  as  is  offenfive  to  God,  and  deftruftive  of  fociety  ?  Thinking  men 
efteem  it  a  folly  to  fay  any  thing  in  vindication  of  this  flagitious  praftice  j , 
but  hov/  many  even  of  thefe  are  preferved  more  by  the  kihdnefs  of  pro¬ 
vidence,  than  by  the  ftrength  and  uprightnefs  of  their  own  hearts.  The 
world  is  in  many  cafes  an  arrant  cheat,  and  perhaps  in  no  inftance 
more  than  this.  How  many  thoufands  of  gallant  fpirits  are  preferved 
from  the  effefts  of  a  duel,'  becaufe  they  never  receive  any  of  thofe  in¬ 
genious  EPISTLES  called  challenges  ?  I  remember  to  have  read  of  a 
man,  who,  whilft  he  'was  writing  a  treatife  againft  felf-murder,  was 

found 
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found  hanging  on  his  bed-pod.  Such  has  been,  and  fuch  probably  will 
be  the  cafe  of  many  in  regard  to  duels,  if  fome  more  effedual  me¬ 
thod  is  not  ufed  to  fupprefs  them.  As  to  men  who  profefs  arms,  they 
DARE  not  maintain  that  they  are  chriftians  in  this  inftance :  they  mud 
be  CAREFUL  what  they  fay,  or  rather  they  mud  be  false  to  their  own 
fenfe  of  the  matter  whenever  they  talk  of  it.  Is  it  only  then  from  the 
pulpit,  or  the  moral  writer,  that  the  cudom  is  to  be  exploded  ?  Are  reli¬ 
gion  and  true  politics  intereding  only  to  a  few  under  particular  circum- 
dances  ?  Such  is  the  date  of  the  polite  chridian  world  !  Thus  men  make 
theuifelves  the  daves  of  falfe  opinions  under  the  notion ,  of  bravery,  not 
conddering,  that  of  all  cowardice,  that  is  the  word,  which  endaves  the 
mind,  and  compels  a  man  to  be  falfe  to  his  own  heart. 

To  be  reconciled  to  death  is  elTentlal  to  a  philofopher  and  a  chridian, 
that  is,  in  fad:  to  be  really  no  coward  5  but  it  is  equally  elTential  to  thefe 
charaders  to  refufe  this  criminal  way  of  dying.  It  follows  then,  that  thefe 
renounce  the  appearance  of  virtue  for  the  reality  of  it.  If  the  duellid  ads 
contrary  to  this  principle,  he  renounces  the  reality  for  the  appearance. 
From  hence  we  may  obferve  how  extravagantly  abfurd  the  condud  of 
thofe  is,  who  offer  incenfe  to  this  capricious,  cruel,  lawlefs,  dupid  idol, 
opinion,  dredfed  in  the  garb  of  honour,  and  under  the  dlfguife  of  a  gal¬ 
lant  fpirit. 

That  dais  matter  requires  ferlous  animadverfion,  is  but  too  apparent: 
for  my  own  part  I  have  hardly  met  a  man  of  the  world,  but  leaned,  in 
fome  degree,  to  the  dde  of  what  they  call  the  honourable  duellid.  The 
youth  who  has  fought  his  duel,  where  no  murder  is  committed,  is  fome- 
tiines  more  didinguifhed  than  the  officer  who  has  been  in  ten  campaigns, 
has  fought  gallantly  as  many  batdes  under  a  jud  command,  and  has  tru¬ 
ly  ferved,  nay  perhaps  has  been  one  of  a  few  who  faved,  their  coun¬ 
try.  Thus  the  falfe  courage  which  carries  men  to  dedroy  the  laws,  and 
bring  on  anarchy  and  confudon,  finds  more  refpedl  than  that  which  is 
employed  according  to  the  laws  for  the  defence  and  prefervation  of  the 
fociety,  which  can  exid  no  longer  than  the  laws,  flow  exceedingly  ab- 
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furd  is  it  to  (hew  a  man  a  fecret  or  an  open  contempt  for  not  fighting, 
when  if  he  kills  his  adverfary,  humanity  fteps  in,  and  we  look  on  him 
with  horror  ?  Pity  indeed  often  takes  place,  but  the  refledion  that  the 
laws  have  been  contemned,  is  that  which  enters  leafi;  into  our  heads  or 
hearts.  To  mention  ourfelves  with  a  good  grace,  though  we  exult  in 
the  fatisfadion  of  having  aded'  right,  is  a  difficult  talk:  but  this  appre- 
henfion  muft  not  hinder  us  from  purfuing  the  great  purpofe  and  duty  of 
life,  nor  render  us  really  deficient  on  one  fide,  whilfi:  we  are  afraid  of 
being  fo  on  the  other.  Perhaps  a  falle  ffiame  in  well  difpofed  minds  has 
done  more  harm  than  all  the  vanity  or  affedation  of  the  weak  part  of 
mankind  r  the  triumphs  of  the  underftanding  ought  to  be  diflinguiffied 
from  the  vanity  of  the  heart.  Some  confeffions  of  our  condud  and  prin¬ 
ciples,  even  when  we  approve,  require  a  great  mixture  of  felf-denial ; 
for  there  is  hardly  a  man  breathing,  who  is  not  in  fome  infiances  a  fiave 
to  OPINION  :  befides,  arguments  deduced  from  the  general  reafon  of 
things,  though  they  may  afted  the  underfianding,  do  not  penetrate  the 
heart  fo  deep-  as  precepts  which  are  brought  into  adion. 

The  reader  is  by  this  time  acquainted  with  my  fentiments,  if  he  be¬ 
lieves  I  am  fincere.  May  I  then,  as  I  am  writing  a  journal,  mention  a 
circumfiance  of  my  own  life  ?  I  once  received  a  challenge.  A  certain 
manufcript  of  no  confequence,  clandefiinely  taken,  and  mifreprefentedj 
gave  an  alarm  to  a  gentleman  of  the  fighting  fort ;  upon  which  I  received 
a  letter  from  him,  conceived  in  thefe  terms  :. 

“Sir, 

“  T  Underfiand  you  are  the  author  of  a  paper  fubfcribed  ^  in  which 

A  are  initial  letters  that  I  prefume  mean  me.'  AsT  always  make 
“  IT  A  POINT  TO  RESENT  AFFRONTS,  I  defirc  you  will  mcet  mc  at 
<5  and  bring  your  fword  with  you. 

I  am,  &c.’' 

To  which  I  anfwered  to  this  effed  :: 


“  SjRj. 
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“  TN  reply  to  your  letter,  the  meaning  of  which  I  fuppofe  is  a  challenge 
“  A  to  fight  with  you  :  as  1  do  not  underftand  by  what  authority  you 
“  call  me  to  account,  I  will  not  tell  you  whether  I  am  the  author  of  any 
“  fuch  paper  as  you  mention,  or  not :  but -this  I  think  my  honour  is  con- 
“  corned  to  tell  you,  that  I  never  intend  to  do  any  man  an  injury  5  and  if 
“  an  offence  does  come,  that  honour  alfo  obliges  me  to  make  atonement,- 
“  without  putting  my  friends  to  the  trouble  of  fighting  :  and  for  my  part 

“  I  ALWAYS  MAKE  IT  A  POINT  NOT  TO  RESENT  AFFRONTS,  boyond^ 

“  the  meafiire  which  reafon  and  religion  warrant. 

“  As  to  meeting  you  at  *  *  *  *,  I  have  no  inclination  to  walk  in  fuch 
“  w'eather  as  this,  much  lefs  am  I  difpofed  to  fight  for  nothing;  but  a- 
“  fword  I  ALWAYS  wear,  intending  to  ufe  it  upon  every  just  occafion. 

“  I  am,  &c.” 

My-antagonifi-.  was  fatisfied,  and  no  doubt  was  glad  to  be  excufed  fight-* 
ing,  as  all  men  are  except  thofe  who  are  intoxicated  with  wine,  or 
what  is  much  the  fame,  with  anger ;  or  quite  deprived  of  underfianding: 
What  an  abfurd  cuftom  is  this !  A  man  injures  me,  and  therefore  I  mufl 
alfo  give  him  an  opportunity  of  killing  me  :  on  the  other  hand,  what  can 
poffefs  a  man  with  an  opinion  that  he  muft  fight  becaufe  another  is  fo  - 
mad  as  to  require  it  of  him  ?  Is  the  challenge  a  fufficient  provocation  ? 
that  is,  as  if  becaufe  a  man  demands  the  loan  of  a  large  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney,  I  mufi:  lend  it  at  the  hazard  of  my  own  ruin  :  if  a  man  by  a  tref- 
pafs  forfeits  his  right  in  his  own  life ;  if  I  have  a  right  to  kill  him,  if  I  ’ 
think  it  good  to  remove  him  as  a  villain,  why  fliould  I' not  kill  him  in'* 
the  mofi:  convenient  way?  The  grand  point  will  be  who  is  to  judge  in 
this  matter  ;  I  think  at  leafl  fome  cafuifi:  of  learning  and  great  probity 
ought  to  be  confulted  in  fo  important  a  cafe  ;  and  after  all  I  am  afraid 
the  laws  v/ould  judge  this  private  vindidive  juftice  as  murder,  and  me  * 
to  be  hanged. 

To  bring  the  thing  home  to  my  own  bread:,  now  I  am  upon  the  fub- 
je6t,  I  will  fuppofe  I  had  the  fame  fort  of  ienfe  in  this  bufinefs  as  my  ad- 

verfiry, 

0  * 
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verfary,  and  had  carried  my  fword  as  he  defired,  ul'ed  it  and  died,  and 
been  brought  to  my  laft  account,  for  fuch  account  I  believe  there  will  be; 
what  could  I  fay  in  my  own  defence  ?  That  I  was  not  afraid  of  God, 

■  but  I  feared  the  phantom  opinion.  But  what  if  I  had  killed  my  adver- 
fary,  and,  to  put  the  matter  in  the  bed:  light,  been  pardoned  by  human 
laws ;  could  all  my  tears  of  repentance  have  cleanfed  my  hand  from  this 
■HONOURABLE  MURDER  ?  Ought  I  iiot  to  run  it  into  the  flames,  and 
fland,  as  a  roman  ^  did  on  a  worfe  occaflon,  to  fee  it  burnt  off,  to  ex¬ 
piate  the  bloody  deed,  if  fuch  expiation  could  avail  ? 

A  friend  of  mine  mentioned  an  acquaintance  of  his  who  treated  a 
challenge  lefs  ferioufly,  by  calling  out  in  a  public  coftee-houfe,  “  You 
c(  *  *  what  did  you  mean  by  fending  me  a  challenge,  do  you  think 

that  at  my  time  of  life  I  am  fuch  a  fool  to  fight  a  duel  ?’* 

There  is  no  man  who  ads  virtuoufly  but  fomebody  or  other  fuflfers 
when  he  dves :  however,  let  us  confider  him  in  die  different  relations 
of  life ;  fuppofe  him  wedded  to  a  woman  of  honour  and  fentiments, 
a  kind  hufband,  a  dutiful  fon,  a  tender  parent,  and  confequently  it 
may  be  prefumed  a  faithful  friend  j  and,  except  in  this  wild  enthufl- 
afm,  a  lover  of  his  country.  Behold  him  proftrate  on  the  earth,  kil¬ 
led  by  the  hand  of  him  who  perhaps  was  yeflerday  the  friend  of  his  bo- 
fom  j  and  a  man  whom  he  loved  and  wifhed  to  ferve ;  fent  to  his  laft  ac¬ 
count  with  all  his  fins  upon  him ;  plunged  into  eternity  in  a  rebellious 
ad  againft  the  plain  decrees  of  heaven.  Whilfl:  we  fee  the  blood  iffuing 
from  his  wound,  behold  the  gentle  matron,  the  partner  of  all  his  hap- 
pinefs  or  mifery,  with  floods  of  tears  dreaming  from  her  eyes,  calling 
for  that  aid  which  no  mortal  arm  can  give.  The  tender  infant  by  her 
fide  knows  not  that  one  fatal  thruft,  robs  him  of  all  the  joys,  the  com¬ 
forts  and  fupport,  with  which  providence  had  bleffed  him  in  a  parent,  now 
no  more.  The  aged  father  lofing  his  fon,  in  whom  all  his  worldly  joys 
were  centered,  and  for  whom  only  he  wilhed  to  live,  droops  his  hoary 
head  and  dies  with  forrow^  On  the  other  hand  what  horror  muft  invade 
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the  foul  of  the  furviving  duellid  !  The  reproaches  of  his  heart,  and  his 
fearful  apprehenfions  of  the  laws,  muft  fill  him  with  difmay.  If  it  was 
only  to  die,  death  is  but  a  debt  we  owe  to  nature,  and  the  end  of  life  is 
to  pay  that  debt  in  a  graceful  manner  :  but  under  thefe  circumftances  it  is  > 
fjiocking.  Not  the  devouring  flames ;  nor  florms  that  plunge  the  affrighted 
mariner  into  his  watery  grave,  have  half  the  terrors  of  this  dreadful  fcene. . 

The  mofl:  capital  misfortune  attending  the  preludes  to  thefe  cataflro- 
phes,  is  the  frequent  carelefsnefs,  or  too  great  confidence  in  a  fuppofed 
accommodation,  on  the  parts  of  by-flanders,  or  of  the  friends  of  the  pai> 
ties  contending ;  to  which  we  may  add,  the  fuppofed  fhame  of  the  par¬ 
ties  in  afking  advice  in  fuch  cafes.  I  have  been  more  than  once  affured  * 
by  a  very  gallant  fea  officer,  who  has  given  proof  of  his  courage  upon 
the  mofl  important  occafions,  that  he  has  been  inftrumental  in  making 
up  near  a  dozen  quarrels,  which  to  all  appearance  muft  otherwife  have  ^ 
proceeded  to  the  extremity  of  a  duel. 

If  a  beatitude  is  annexed  to  feeding  the  hungry  and  cloathing  the  naked,*, 
how  amiable  in  the  fight  of  God  mufl  tliat  man  be  who  faves  the  fouls  * 
as  well  as  bodies  of  his  fellow-creatures ! 

Not  to  think  of  death  as  the  entrance  into  another  state,  is  to 
neglect  the  mofl  eflfential  duty  of  this  5  and  to  fear  death  is  to  renounce 
our  patrimony ;  to  turn  a  blefling  into  a  curfe  3  to  prefer  pain  to  pleafure ; 
and  to  imbitter  the  joys  which  the  kindnefs  of  providence  has  fo  liberally 
prefented  to  us.  We  ought  to  be  ready  to  meet  death,  and  in  fome  cafes 
even  to  wifh  for  it.  We  ought  to  long  for  a  glorious  occafion  to  finifh  : 
the  campaign  of  life  5  but  it  fhould  be  a  glorious,  that  is  a  juft  occafion. 
What  man  in  his  right  mind  would  not  die  a  martyr  to  the  principles  on 
which  his  eternity  depended  5  and  fufler  himfelf  to  be  ftoned  to  death 
under  the  harfh  nime  of  a  coward,  rather  than  die,  or  even  live  by  the 
fvvord,  as  a  fool  ?  a  fool,  if  there  is  a  God,  and  a  Hate  of  rewards  for 
good,  and  punifliments  for  evil  adlions ;  who  fhipwrecks  his  hopes,  and 
renounces  all  the  profit  of  a  long  and  dangerous  voyage  for  nothing  ^ 
for  the  breath  of  idle  tatlers,  for  indigefted  opinions,  and  the  falfe  judg-, 
ment  of  thofe  who  reject  thefe  confiderations  in  their  plan  of  life.  .  We 

all 
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all  naturally  defire  to  be  beloved  in  life,  and  appku’ded  by  men;  how¬ 
ever  uncertain  and  precarious  the  advantages  of  fuch  love  and  applaufe : 
but  how  great  foever  they  are,  they  must  terminate  v/ith  that  life,  of 
which  we  are.  thus  fo  ftupidly  lavilh;  though  at  the  fame  time  we  know, 
that  if  we  obferve  a  conhftent  conduit  in  this  world,  we  muft  deny  the 
immortality  of  the  foul,  and  refufe  our  acknowledgment  that  god  is  wife, 
juft,  and  merciful ;  or  expeit  that  immortality  in  a  ilate  of  happinef?,  in 
comparifon  of  which  the  higheft:  human  felicity  is  but  the  “  bafelefs  fabric 
of  a  viftoh.’^ 


CHAP,  XLL 

Further  reflexions  on  duelii?2g^  ^vith  the  cafes  of  a  demand  to  draw,  the  lie 
I  given,  or  a  blow  received-,  with  the  conduSl  of  a  reafonable  man  of  ho¬ 
nour  in  an  appeal  to  national  juflice, 

Many  admonitions  have  been  written  on  the  fubjeit  of  duelling, 
and  fome  of  them,  no  doubt,  have  made  impreflions  on  men, 
however  difpofed,  by  their  circumiftances  and  profeflions,  to  be  numbered 
amongfl  the  lawlefs  combatants.  We  have  lately  feen  men  profeffing 
arms  %  who  have  declined  the  challenge  ;  but  whilft  fo  many  adopt  falfe 
principles,  it  is  not  poflible  to  eradicate  this  pernicious  cuftom. 

*  fi  '  '  ■ 

Various  are  the  incidents  which  bear  a  great  affinity  with  the  more 
cool  and  deliberate  invitation  to  the  duel.  A  cafe  once  happened  by  the 
well-meant  officioufnefs  of  a  gentleman ;  he  endeavoured  to  foften  the 
wrath  of  a  perfon,  wffio,  direded  it  at  no  higher  an  objeeft:  than  a  porter. 
This  gentleman:  afterwards  run  his  inflamed  adverfary  through  the  body,  in 
confequence  of  the  OFFENCE- of  demanding  him  to  draw.  How  can  we 
reconcile  , .a  conduct:  which  brought  on  fo  fatal  a  cataftrophe?  Would 
it  not  have  been  more  confident  for  this  gentleman  to  retire  ?  Is  it  a 
fliame  to  run  away  from  a  madman  ?  The  rifk  of  being  killed  by  diredt 
alTaffination,  had  he  retired,  was  not  perhaps  as  one  to  ten  equal  to  the 
hazard  of  the  combat ;  fo  that  it  feems  as  if  he  chofe  the  greater  danger 


*  If  fome  public  relations  are  genuine. 
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to  avoid  the  lefs :  but  how  much  more  glorious  had  it  been  to  die  in 
Iiich  a  cafe,  whilft  he  endeavoured  to  avoid  fpilling  the  blood  of  his  fellow- 
creature,  under  fuch  circumftances  of  difgrace  to  human  nature,  than  to 
live  the  wretched  vanquiflier  of  fo  miferable  a  being  ?  However  romantic 
this  thought  may  appear,  I  confefs  I  fee  as  great  a  duty  to  avoid  killing  a 
man,  though  at  the  hazard  of  one’s  own  life,  as  to  endeavour  to  defend  a 
fellow- creature,  under  certain  circumftances,  at  the  fame  hazard :  and 
there  is  no  man  of  true  bravery,  but,  upon  fome  occafions,  will  run  the 
rilk  of  his  own  life  to  fave  that  of  another  perfon.  As  to  the  cafe  of  di- 
red:  alfaffination,  the  firft  principle  of  life  teaches  us  what  to  do. 

In  relation  to  the  accidents  which  happen  for  want  of  fixed  principles, 
I  have  feen  feveral  cafes.  A  particular  acquaintance  of  mine  abroad, 
was  taken  up  by  the  watch,  when  he  was  fo  much  difordered  in  liquor, 
that  he  was  not  capable  of  diftinguifhing  ;  his  friend  paffing  by,  and  hear¬ 
ing  of  the  event,  gave  bail  for  him.  As  they  walked  together,  he  demanded 
fatisfadion  of  his  benefador  for  an  offence  committed  by  another  per- 
fbn :  his  friend,  inftead  of  flying  from  this  temporary  madman,  fought 
with  him,  and  they  both  lofl  their  lives. 

I  have  often  wondered  that  well-regulated  ftates  fliould  fuffer  the  profeflion 
of  a  fencing-mafler*’:  to  one  that  has  been  faved  by  the  knowledge  of  this 
fcience,  twenty  have  been  loft.  We  often  find  bad  men  excel  in  this  art, 
and  the  beft  are  not  excufed  on  account  of  their  ignorance  of  it.  What 
have  we  to  do  with  a  fcience,  of  which  the  laws  forbid  the  ufe  ?  Men  are 
not  taught  to  counterfeit  a  hand-writing,  nor  to  coin  falfe  money.  Na¬ 
tional  quarrels  are  not  determined  by  the  fword  of  the  duellift  j  nor  can 
the  beft  fencer  parry  a  mufket-ball,  or  a  bayonet.  But  a  knowledge  of 
the  ufe  of  the  fufee,  or  fpontoon,  may  be  of  great  advantage  in  the  field 
cf  battle.  A  warlike  nation  fhould  learn  how  to  kill  their  enemies  when 
there  is  a  neceflity  for  it,  and  not  their  countrymen  when  there  is  none. 
As  to  fencing,  it  has  been  frequently  a  temptation  to  defperate  adions  5 

•*  Except  that  the  challenged  may  chufe  his  weapons ;  I  once  heard  of  a  man  who  chofe  a  pitch¬ 
fork,  which,  though  improper  for  a  gentleman,  had  good  effect,  for  it  prevented  the  duel. 
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and  men  often  engage  with  an  entire  knowledge  of  their  great  fuperiority, 
as  well  as  a  prefumption  of  it.  Of  the  lafl  fort  I  knew  a  very  particular 
inllance. 

A  very  near  relation  of  mine  was  once  attacked  in  the  open  ftreets  In  full 
day  by  one  of  thefe  fighting  gentlemen,  who,  it  feems,  took  him  for  an¬ 
other  perfon.  He  retired,  and  told  him,  “  Sir,  for  heaven’s  fake  forbear; 
“  I  never  faw  you  before,  nor  know  I  who  you  are.’'  This  however 
did  not  refirain  the  aggrelTor.  His  eyes  were  as  blind  as  his  heart :  he 
pufiied  forward,  and,  as  the  price  of  his  ralhnefs,  he  received  a  mortal 
wound,  and  only  lived  to  beg  pardon  for  his  mifiake. 

Another  remarkable  event  happened  alfo  to  the  fame  perfon :  he  was 
challenged  by  a  man  whom  he  Iiad  never  feen,  nor  heard  of.  As  a  man  of 
the  fword  however  he  confented,  and  had  the  fortune  to  make  his  an- 
tagonifi;  beg  his  life  :  this  perfon  then  confelTed,  that  he  had  no  motive  to 
fighting  but  his  diftrefiTed  condition,  and  entreated  his  afltagonifi:  to  aflifl 
him.  The  wounds  he  had  received,  now  made  him  the  greater  objedl  of 
compaifion  j  fo  that  this  extravagant  enterprize  ended  in  the  aggrefifor’s 
being  relieved  by  the  charity  of  the  man  whom  he  had  provoked  to  this 
d<jfperate  trial  of  fkill. 

Inftances  of  this  fort  are  very  numerous,  arifing,  for  tlie  moft  part,  from 
the  fame  caufe,  viz.  a  grofs  ignorance  of  what  a  man  ought  to  do  under 
certain  circumflances.  For  what  can  honour  mean,  if  it  is  not  a  rule 
OF  conduct  ?  However  complicated  cafes  of  this  nature  are,  the  ordi¬ 
nary  incentives  to  fuch  cataftrophes  are  a  demand  to  draw,  that  is,  to 
fight ;  the  He  given ;  or  a  blow.  As  to  the  firfl,  the  party  offending  by 
this  demand  is  generally  in  anger,  and  as  incapable  of  reafon  as  the 
drunken  man.  If  by  this  demand  he  means  to  kill  you  on  the  fpot,  if  you 
do  not  kill  him  ;  what  is  it  lefs  than  affafiinatlon  ?  and  if  no  relief  can 
be  obtained,  all  means  either  of  art  or  force  are  warrantable  for  the  pre-. 
fervation  of  life.  But  if  it  is  only  a  fimple  propofition  to  fight  with  him, 
as  Is  generally  underftood,  it  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  propofal,'to  leap 

with  him  from  the  top  of  a  houfe,  and  he  fliould  be  regarded  as  a  mad-. 

man ; 
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man  :  however,  as  he  bears  the  figure  of  a  man,  his  perfon  ought  to  be 
cred,  and  all  poffible  means  ufed  to  proted  him  from  himfelf. 

As  to  giving  the  lie,  the  antient  romans,  whofe  valour  we  never  call 
in  queflion,  confidered  it  only  as  a  contradidion.  Cuftom,  pride,  or  a 
higher  fenfe  of  moral  virtue  in  fome,  and  an  affedation  of  it  in  others, 
have  rendered  this  word  very  harfl^  and  violent  to  us :  but  human  laws 
feldom  take  any  cognizance  of  it,  unlefs  with  refped  to  men  of  high 
rank,  or  eminent  authority.  If  the  party  has  really  uttered  an  injurious 
falfity,  the  punifhment  will,  in  a  great  meafure,  attend  it  ^  and  if  he  has 
NOT,  the  lie  is  retorted,  and  the  difhonour  properly  fixed  :  but  in  matters 
of  fad,  or  afifertion,  witneffes  only  can  determine,  and  refentments  of  this 
fort  ought,  in  all  reafon,  to  be  referred  to  a  court  of  honour  j  that  is,  to 
the  friends  of  the  parties,  who  may  eafily  accommodate  fuch  a  quarrel, 
when  men  really  mean  to  ad  like  men. 

.>1. 

But  the  feverefi:  trial  of  a  man  is  by  a  blow.  This  is ‘the  treatment  of 
a  (lave,  or  a  malefador,  and  he  who  is  above  the  rank  of  the  lowed:  of 
mankind,  or  has  any  confcioufnefs  of  his  own  dignity,  ought,  in  juflice  to 
himfelf,  and- to  the  community,  to  require  fatisfadion^  becaufe  this  is  an 
offence  againfi:  the  fociety,  of  which  the  laws  take  cognizance.  Out  of 
refped  then  to  the  fociety,  and  in  obedience  to  the  laws,  he  ought  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  them.  Suppofe  then  a  man  is  flruck  without  a  jufl  provocation,  let 
him  appeal  to  the  magiflrate,  to  whom  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  entered  into 
a  folemn  engagement  to  refer  his  caufe,  in  confequence  of  the  common 
protedion  he  derives  from  the  laws.' 

But  as  fuch  appeals  are  not  often  made  by  men,  who  profefs  to  l>ave  a' 
very  high  fenfe  of  honour,  it  ought  to  be  extremely  clear  that  they  mean 
to  fupport  the  refped  due  to  the  laws,  abfiraded  froni  all  private  confide- 
ratipns  j  and  therefore  if  the  fatisfadion,  which  may  be  judged  due  for  the 
injury  doae,  is  pecuniary  j  they  mufi;  transfer  it  in  tfufl  for  the  ufe  of  the 
poor;  not  as  a  gift,  but  as  a  forfeiture  to  the  poor  by  the  offender.  A 
man  who  would  not  do  a  bafe  adion  for  gain,  ought  not  to  benefit  by 
fuch  a  forfeiture,  not  even  in  the  fuppofed  merit  of  a  charity.  '  A  villain 
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iflay  artfully  provoke  an  honeft  man  to  an  offence  againft  the  laws,. with 
a  Vle'(v  to  private  benefit :  but  as  no  man  of  honour  will  fuffer  difgrace 
for  the  fake  of  gain  ;  he  ought  alfo  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  fuch  advan¬ 
tage,  in  any  cafe  it  is  his  duty  to  reff  in  a  determined  refolution  to  be  really 
a  man  of  honour,  and  not  a  Have  to  opinion,  againft  the  light  of  his 
own  mind 5  againft  the  laws  of  his  country;  and  againft  the  aweful  majefty 
of  heaven. 

The  higheft  indignity,  in  the  ordinary  eftimation  of  crimes  of  this  fort, 
is  for  a  man,,  who  profeffes  arms,  to  receive  a  blow.  In  a  free  country 
the  military  law  being  fubfervient  to  civil  inftitutions,  we  muft  conclude 
that  a  court-martial  would  proceed  upon  much  the  fame  principles  as  any 
ether  court  of  judicature. 

Let'  us  fuppofe  then  even  a  gentleman  of  the  army  confronting  the  tranfi 
greffor  in  the  prefence  of  the  judge,  and  that  he  means  to  a6l  like -a. 
CHRISTIAN,  and  a  good  member  of  the  community,  as  well  as  avfoldiert. 
I  prefume  his  pleading  would  ftand  thusi. 

-w  , 

As  I  believe  the  religion  of  Christ,  I  now  appear  before' your  Ibrdi 
“  ftiips  for  my  hope  in  that  religion  j  I’appear  to  vindicate  the  decrees  of 
“  heaven,  and  to  refcue  them'  from  contempt.  T  plead,  my  lord,  in  de- 
“  fence  of  the  liigheft  privilege  of  mankind,  defiring  to  prove,  by  my  own 
**  fubmifilon,  that  the  wife  author  of  nature  has  not  ordained  any  partial  law, 
y  wLich  is  obligatory  only  to  people  mnder  particular  circumftances.^ 

i--  “  I  know  that  cuftom  has  not  only  made  it  honourable  to  decide 
**  fuch  complaints  as  mine  by  the  fword  of  private  vindictive  juftice,  but 
“  alfo  difhonourable  to  appeal*  to  any  other.  That  cuftom,  unfupported 
“  by  reafon,  is  the  law  of  fools,  is  acknowledged  by  all  men  of  common 
fenfe ;  yet  as  it  has  been  the  cuftom  for  the  higheft  ranks  of  mankind', 
tonegleCt  the  national  juftice,  and  revenge  themfelves  with  their  own 
“  arm ;  in  the  eyes  of  many  I  muft  appear,  if  not  as  a  coward,  at  leaft  as  in- 
**  ferlor  to  them  in  courage,  and  a  due  fenfe  of  honour.  Whilft  the 
“  world  is  enflaved  to  opinion,  men  will  appear  with  dignity,  or  di/gracci 
“  as  they  follow  or  abandon  the  ftandard  of  this  tyrant, 
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.  «  But  I  apprehend,  my  lord,  that  the  important  affair  now  under  con-^ 
fideration,  is  not  how  I  am  to  pay  a  blind  homage  to  cuftom,  or  opU 
nion;  but  how  to  exprefs  the  fubmiffion  of  a  reafonable  being  to  reafon* 
“  able  laws,  with  a  due  regard  to  both  worlds.  Human  inftitutions  are 
“  ever  prefumed  to  be  direded  by  the  higher  motives  of  divine  laws;  to 
‘‘  evade  the  one,,  is  to  defpife  the  other.  As  I  know  that  my  freedom; 

my  religion,  and  all  that  is  dear  to  me,  are  fecured  by  the  laws,  and 
‘‘  that  the  protedtion  derived  from  them,  implies  a  folemn  obligation  on. 
my  part ;  can  I,  with  the  name  of  honour,  pretend  to  annul  that  obli- 
gation  ?  In  this  light  things  appear  to  me :  but  I  have  learnt  alfo,  by  long 
experience,  the  fallacy  of  human  wifdom ;  how  incapable  we  often  are 
to  judge  for  ourfelves ;  and  how  differently  the  fame  adtion  appears'4o 
“  the  fameperfon  at  different  times  :  upon  this  account  alfo  Tapped  to • 
“  the  judgment  of  this  honourable  court.  T refer  my  caufe  to  the  laws  of 
‘‘  GOD  and  my  country,,  in  Hopes  that  the  day  will  come,  when  folSiers 
will., have  the  courage  to  a(5t  like  men,  and  like  christian*s;  and  to 
dare  to  do  any  thing. which  ought  to  be  done  r  till  that  day  comes,  he 
who  has  the  courage  to  adl  up  to  the  didates  of  his  confcience,  and 
the  clear  precepts  of  His  religion,  mufl:  deplore  an  evil  which  he  cannot 
rectify,  and' hand  up  againft  the  imputation  even  of  cowardice,*  rather  ' 
“  than  renounce  that  confcience  and  religion.. 

“  There  is  another  reafon,  my  lord’  why,  contrary  to  all  cuhom  with 
“  men  of  my  profeflion,  I  appear  before  this  honourable  affembly.  The 
“  common  dictates  of  humanity  call’ on  me  to  demand  juftice  in  this 
“  manner;  not  the  dictates  of  a  mean  felf-love;  nor  a  daftardly  fear  of 
“  death;  but  the  caufe  of  Honour  and  of  liberty,  the  caufe  of  my  fellow- 
“  citizens  and  countrymen  :  as  it  is  my-  duty  to  fight  for  them  when  i  am 
“  CALLED,  I  now  mean;  my  lord,  to  preferve  their  lives,  and,' by  enddavour- 
ing  to  flop  the  current  of  a  flagitious  practice,  to  fcreen  them  from  in «- 
“  famy  or  difgrace  in  the  like  circumftances, , 

“  If  we  enjoy  life',  and  the  name  of  Honour,  only  by  the  romantic  clev 
“  mency  of  him  who  dares  to  draw  his  fword  in  defiance  of  the  laws, , 
“  what  is  this,  in  .effed,  but  flavery  ?  He  that  challenges  to  an  illegal  com- 

bat, , 
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'  “  bat,  and  has  it  in  his  power  to  blaft  my  reputation,  if  I  refufe ;  is  he 
“  not  a  more  dangerous  member  of  the  community,  than  he  who  chal- 
lenges  me  to  deliver  my  purfe,  and  will  neither  touch  my  life  nor  ho- 
“  nour,  if  I  confent ;  and  if  it  is  inglorious  to  follicit  for  juftice  againft 
thofe  wdio  violate  the  rules  of  civil  fociety;  the  confequence  muft  be,  that 
‘  “  it  is  glorious  to  perfecute  and  deftroy  the  virtuous,  who  are  the  fupport 
of  that  fociety.  ^ 

‘‘  In  all  the  dreadful  fcenes  of  blood,  which  my  duty,  as  a  foldier,  has 
often  engaged  me  j  I  ever  confidered  it  as  my  pride  and  honour  to  be 
obedient  to  the  command  of  my  fuperiors,  though  it  were  to  rufh  on  cer- 
‘‘  tain  death :  that  is  the  law  of  a  foldier  in  the  field  of  battle :  the  fame  rule 
“"^  of  condud  now  brings  me  before  this  honourable  court.  As  in  thofe 
“  fcenes  of  daughter,  I  never  thought  it  juftifiable  to  kill  an  enemy  out  of 
mere  revenge,  or  to  take  a  life,  which,  confidently  with  my  duty,  I 
“  could  fpare  j  what  change  of  principles  fliould  now  induce  me  to  run 
the  hazard  of  robbing  my  fellow-fubjedt  of  his  life,  froni  die  ‘impulfe 
“  of  a  lawlefs  revenge  ?  A  revenge  which,  if  followed,  mankind  would 
be  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  war,  the  links  of  humanity  would  be  broken, 
and  the  foundation  of  all  fociety  rooted  up., 

i  *  ^ 

“  And  now,  my  lord,  in  what  degree  the  offender  is  punilhable,  reds 
on  the  judgment  of  this  honourable  affembly:  I  do  not  mean  to  biafs 
the  cour-t,  or  load  the  aggreffor '  with  guilt,  arifing-  from  motives  per- 
haps  foreign  to  his  thoughts :  on  the  contraiy,  I  hppe  he  will  expe- 
rience  fuch  a  mitigation  of  his  punidiment,  as  will-  demondrate  to  him- 
“  felf,  and  to  all  the  world,  either  that  honour,  equity,  and  all  the  facred  ' 
regards  by  which  fociety  is  fupported,  are,  in  the  courfe  of  national 
judice  entirely  negledted  ^  or,  that  it"  is  abfurd,  unjud,  and  inhuman, 
to  revenge  a  blow,  the  wild  effedt  of  anger,  by  no  lefs  a  chadifement 
than  the  death  of  the  .offender.”  ,  _  - 
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Afliori  accotinf  of  zell,  the  adjacent  country^  and  the paffage  of  the 
Ohfervations  on  the  hofpitality  of  the  British  factory  in  Hamburg, 
*with  fome  refediiofis  on  the  facrafnent.  Of  the  body  corporate  of ‘that 
factory.  Of  the  houfes,  hthabitantSy  government^  military  force^  forti* 
f cation^  territories ^  and  trade  of  Hamburg*  -  A Jhorf  account  of  al«  - 

TONA. 

The  13th  of  September  I  left  hanover,  and  proceeded  to  en-- 
ZEN,  a  fmall  mean  village  ^  the  road  to  this  place  exhibits  little 
more  than  heath,  with  very  few  houfes  and  inhabitants,  for  two  german  ' 
miles  and  a  half.  From  thence  to  zell  is  two  german  miles  and  a 
half  j  the  chief  produdion  of  the  country ^near  the  road,  is  turf,  which  ’ 
ferves  as  fuel  for  the  adjacent  inhabitants.  About  three  feet  from  the 
furface  of  the  earth,  I  obferved  in  feveral  places  the  remains  of  antient 
buildings,  which  the  common  people  are  idle  enough  to  think-  have  re-  - 
mained  there  ever  fince  the  deluge. 

Zell  is  a  very  confiderable  place,  and  guarded  by  a  fortification':  it  ■ 
has  been  formerly  the  refidence  of  the  dukes  of  that  name,  but  by  mar-  - 
riage  it  is  now  devolved  to  the  houfe  of  hanover.  The  palace  is  for-  - 
tified  by  a  wall  and  a  mote,  and,  being  on  an  eminence,  commands  an 
extenfive  profpedt.  Here  are  four  Lutheran  churches,  one  french,  ^ 
and  one  dutch  reformed  church,  and  one  for  the  roman  catholics. 
The  buildings  for  the  mofi;  part  are  very  mean,  being  chiefly  of  wood.  • 
The  town  has  a  fmall  trade  with  Bremen,  by  means  of  the  river  al- 
LER  5  and  now  afforded  quarters  to  a  regiment  of  700  men.  It  has  been  ’ 
alfo  long  diflinguifhed  for  a  ftud  of  exceeding  fine  horfes,  of  which  I 
faw  many  :  here  are  fometimes  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  \ 
the  pedigree  of  each  horfe  is  marked  on  the  pofl:  of  the  flail.  Befides  many 
beautiful  horfes  for  the  faddle,  there  is  a  very  fine  fet  of  cream-coloured  - 
horfes  for  a  coach  of  flate. 
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From  ZELL  I  travelled  to  vveissendqrff,  which  is  four  exceffive 
dong  GERMAN  miles;  the  greatefl  part  of  the  way  appears  like  a  defert, 
having  only  three  or  four  mean  villages,  and  very  little  corn  land,  but  fome 
flocks  of  flieepi  This -eledorate  fupplies  the  greatefl  part  of  Germany 
with  mutton,  as  brandenburg  and  westphalia  produces  hogs,  and 
.HUNGARY  beef;  but  the  trade  in  corn  is  very  fmall,  as  each  of  thofe 
countries  .produces  fufficient  for  its  own  confumption. 

t 

On  the  15th  I  went  to  z^ehrendorf,  four  germA'n  miles,  the  coun¬ 
try  flill  abounding  -in  heaths  and  woods.  The  villagers  in  fome  places 
complained  of  the  unwholefome  air.  Whether  this  arifes  from  the 
'earth  not  being  cultivated,  the  number  of  inhabitants  being  fmall,  or  from 
the-badnefs  of  the  foil  I  cannot  determine.  On  the  i6th  I  travelled  on  to 
HAMBURG,  four  GERMAN  miles the  country  towards  the  banks  of  the 
'ELBE  has  a  more  agreeable  afpedl.  Travellers  Sometimes  go  by.  s pi ck- 
ERwiCK,  where  the  elbe  being  much  narrower,  the  pafTage  is  fhort 
and  the  charge  eafy ;  from  thence  on  the  north  eafl  banks  of  the  elbe 
there  are  many  delightful  gardens  in  the  territories  of  Hamburg  ;  where¬ 
as  at  HAR.BURG  it  is  five  or  fix  English  miles  crofs  the  elbe  to  ham- 
'  BURG.  The  banks  of  this  river  below  the  city,  are  in  fome  places  very 
lofty,  and  exhibit  a  delightful  view  of  the  feveral  fmall  iflands  in  the 
middle  of  it.  It  is  very  unlucky  for  travellers  who  arc  well  inclined  to 
entertain  a  good  opinion  of  the  eledlorate  of  hanover,  that  the  road 
-  from  the  metropolis  crofs  the  country  to  the  elbe  in  the  rout  to  ham- 
burg,  has  fo  barren  and  defolate  an  appearance.  The  diftrids  of, zell 
'  and  LUNENBURG  are  by  no  means  fcenes  of  pleafure  or  profit;  but  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  road  in  proper  hanover,  I  am  afliired  are  lands  fertile 
and  well  peopled,  which  indeed  ought  to  be  inferred  from  the  amount  of 
the  revenues  of  this  eledorate,  as  already  mentioned ;  though  thefe  arife 
chiefly  from  the  mines. 

The  17th.  Being  now  arrived  in  a  great  trading  city,  amongft:  a  con- 
fiderable  British  fadory,  with  fome  of  the  members  of  which  I  had 
particular  connedions  from  commercial  interefl,  I  confidered  myfelf  as  at 

home ; 
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home ;  and  indeed  the  politenefs,  hofpitality,  and  agreeable  converfation 
of  the  fadlory  in  general  made  it  fuch  to  me. 

It  is  a  common  vice  of  mankind  to  fuffer  the  mod:  trivial  incidents  of 
life  to  divert  them  from  religious  duties,  and  to  furnifli  themfelves  with 
an  excufe  for  that  negled.  The  day  after  my  arrival  being  the  fabbath, 
if  the  motive  of  devotion  had  failed,  curiofity  would,  I  think,  have  car¬ 
ried  me  to  divine  fervice :  of  all  curfes  idlenefs  feems  to  be  one  of  the 
word,  and  of  all  kinds  of  idlenefs,  that  of  negleding  the  fabbath  feems 
to  be  the  mod  unworthy.  “  Remember  that  thou  keep  holy  the  fabbath 
day,”  is  as  clear  an  injunction  as  “  Thou  fhalt  not  murder  5”  as  clear  and 
forcible  as  if  the  Almighty  was  to  look  down  from  the  battlements  of 
heaven,  and  declare  in  thunder  “  This  is  my  will.”  But  if  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  the  earth  were  fhaken,  would  men  awake  to  their  duty?  The 
chaplain,  Mr.  Murray,  gave  us  an  excellent  difeourfe  on  this  t^xt. 

Take  this  in  remembrance  of  me he  remarked  “  That  men,  who 
“  are  really  fincere,  and  endeavour  to  think  and  aCt  well,  are  not  dif- 
“  qualified  for  receiving  the  facrament  from  what  they  imagine  or  fear, 
“  however  feemingly  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  religion.”  A  weak  judg¬ 
ment  and  a  roving  fancy  are  mod  certainly  apt  to  didurb  the  bed  men ; 
but  the  real  good  or  evil  in  confcquence  of  the  facrament,  mud  be  de¬ 
termined  by  the  effeCt  it  has  on  our  lives  j  by  engaging  us  to  forfake  our 
fins,  as  we  thereby  covenant  and  agree  to  do  :  this  law  is  of  eter¬ 
nal  obligation,  whether  we  commemorate  his  death  or  not  j  but  if  we 
will  not  commemorate,  we  break  one  efiential  part  of  that  law,  by  neg¬ 
lecting  his  abfolute  command,  “  Take  tills  in  remembrance  of  me;”  an 
argument  which  is  intelligible  to  a  child,  and  as  conclufive  as  volupies  of 
theology.  If  the  taking  that  facrament  is  enjoined  as  the  means  of  re¬ 
membering  him  j  as  a  token  of  rememberance,  and  as  an  aCt  of  grati¬ 
tude  to  him  as  a  friend  and  benefaClor  j  to  negleCt  this  command  feems  to 
imply,  that  we  do  not  chufe  to  remember  him,  nor  to  take  any  pains  to 
exprefs  our  gratitude  to  him.  Were  we  to  judge  from  the  conduCl  of 
fome  CHRISTIANS,  one  would  be  tempted  to  think  fuch  an  injiinClion 
was  really  never  made,  or  that  they  really  were  not  Christians, 
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It  is  very  familiar  to  common  obfervation,  that  men  who  demonftrate 
a  fcrupulous  forbearance  of  offences  which' are  clearly  forbidden,  do  not 
•regard  this  duty,  though  it  is  as  clearly  commanded ;  as  if  one  implied 
guilt,  but  not  the  other.  If  they  were  juft  to  themfelves,  they  would  not 
only  refiedl  on  the  abfurdity  of  this  condu6t,  but  alfo  that  they  neg7 
led  one  of  the  moft  eilential  means  of  procuring  the  pardon  of  theiir 
fins. 

This  is  a  long  introduction  to  a  ftiort  ftory.  The  congregation  of  the 
BRITISH  fadory  at  Hamburg,  though  ndther  methodifts  nor  fanatics; 
beings  about  fifty  perfons  of  both  fexes,  all,  except  one,  received  the  fa- 
crament  on  this  occafion.  A  fight  which  I  never  faw  before,  nor  ever 
exped  to  fee  again,  unlefs  I  fhould  happen  to  go  to  Hamburg.  The  cha¬ 
pel  belonging  to  the  fadory  is  very  neatly  finifhed  with  oak,  and  of  a  pro¬ 
per  and  convenient  fize.  Mr.  Murray  is  defervedly  beloved  for  his  learn¬ 
ing  aiid  agreeable  converfation,  for  his  perfuafive  difcourfes,  and  the  na« 
tural  and  juft  manner  in  which  he  delivers  them. 

The  BRITISH  fadory  which  rerhoved  from  flanders  to  Hamburg, 
are  pofiefl’edof  privileges  fmce  about  i6io,  confirmed  by  a  convention  with 
the  regency,  as  diftinguiflied  as  any  body  of  foreigners  enjoy  iu  any  part  of 
the  commercial  world.  The  hamburgers  found  it  their  intereft  to  in¬ 
dulge  them,  infomuch  that,  till  the  revolution,  they  had  an  exclu five  privilege 
of  importing  cloth  ;  but  this  liberty  is  now  free  to  any  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city.  This  fadory  is  incorporated  into  a  company,  confifting  of 
thirteen  members,  a  governor  %  and  deputy  governor  \  All  difputes  a- 
mong  themfelves  are  referred  to  the  final  decifion  of  a  majority  of  voices. 
They  alfo  judge  with  regard  to  their  demands  on  the  burghers  ;  but  in  this 
cafe  a  deputation  of  two  fenators  is  required  to  ad  in  concert  with  them; 
Their  judgments  arc  fo  juft  and  fummary  that  the  burghers  generally  make 
application  to  them,  when  they  have  demands  upon  any  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  fadors,  preferring  their  decifions  to  any  other  court  in  the  jurif^- 

*  Mr.  JOHN  GORE,  *>  Mr.  john  thornton,  who  refides  on  the  fj[JOt. 
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didion  of  the,  city.  The  trade  of  this  company  is  not  fo  confiderable 
as  it  was  at  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  century.  '  r  ^ 

Befides  the  pleafure  which  they  enjoy  in  'domeftic  diverfions  and  mu¬ 
tual  adls  of  hofpitality,  the  king  of  Denmark  has  granted  them  a  pri¬ 
vilege  of  hunting  in  his  jurifdi^tion,  to  the  extent  of  about  ten  Eng¬ 
lish  niiles,  and  fome  of  the  fadors  often  take  this  amufement. 

Hamburg  is  well  kno\vn  to  be  a  hanfe  town  of  the  moft  importance 
of  any  in  Europe.  It  is  faid  to  have  derived  its  name  from  the  adjacent 
foreft  of  HAM,  fo  early  as  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  century :  its  repu¬ 
tation  for  laws,  and  fituation  for  trade,  has  long  fince  furnifhed  it  witli 
opulent  inhabitants.  It  ftands  in  the  dukedom  of  Holstein,  Un  the 
north  fide  of  the  elbe,  where  this  river  forms  many  iflands  5  fome  part 
of  the  town  is  fo  low,  that  north  weft  winds  and  high  tides  extremely  in¬ 
commode  the  inhabitants,  by  the  overflowing  of  the  water.  The  houfes 
are  built  very  ftrong  and  lofty,  and  many  of  them  are  extremely  neat. 
Moft  of  the  ftreets  are  fo  narrow  as  hardly  to  fuffer  wheel  carriages 
to  pafs  each  other,  but  their  coachmen  are  remarkably  dexterous.  Vehicles 
of  this  fort,  which  were  hardly  known  amongft  them  feventy  years  ago, 
are  now  very  common.  There  are  alfo  many  ftreets  which  are  fpaci- 
ous,  but  thefe  lying  higher,  and  more  detached  from  the  water,  are  not 
fo  much  frequented  by  merchants  of  any  confideration. 

Here  are  generally  minifters  from  pioft  of  the  princes  in  Europe,  but 
I  believe  more  for  the  affairs  and  correfpondency  relating  to  Germany  and 
the  north,  than  for  what  regards  the  city.  I  had  the  pleafure  of  being  very 
politely  received,  particularly  by  Mr.  cope,  the  English  refident,  who  is 
much  beloved. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  city,  appears  to  be  larger  than  it 
really  is  3  as  much  the  greateft  part  of  them  are  abroad  and  in  motion. 
Mechanics  are  not  numerous  here  j  and  of  manufadlures,  fugar-baking  and 
-calicoe-printing  are  the  great  articles  5  gold  and  fllver  lace,  filks  and  ftock- 
ings  are  alfo  madcj,  .but, in  no  conflderable  quantities.  Tlie  families  which 
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pay  fcot  and  lot  are  about  14,000,  and  the  foldiery,  including  their 
wives  and  children,  are  reckoned  10,000.  There  is  about  the  fame  num¬ 
ber  of  foreigners ;  fo  that,  reckoning  feven  perfons  to  a  family,  the 
whole  makes  118,000.  The  fuburbs  and  villages  adjacent,  may  en^ 
creafe  it  to  half  as  many  more. 

The  better  fort  of  people  here  are  extremely  affable,  mofl  of  them 
having  travelled  ;  but  the  women  are  bred  up  with  great  referve.  They 
generally  go  veiled  with  black  filk ;  but  not  fo  as  to  hide  their  faces, 
when  tliey  have  any  reafon  to  entertain  a  favourable  opinion  of  their  own 
beauty.  Though  here  are  many  inflances  of  gay  life,  efpecially  at  par¬ 
ticular  feafons,  yet  there  is  no  appearance  of  Rate  or  grandeur  am ongR 
them  y  their  chief  purfuit  is  trade.  Thofe  who  have  left  off  bufinefs  are 
efteemed  in  the  fame  rank  with  merchants.  As  there  are  no  marks  of  rcr 
gal  authority  to  create  a  due- fubor dination,  the  eafy  circumflances  of  die 
greatefl:  part  of  the  inhabitants,  have  introduced  a  fpecies  of  infolence  and 
impolition  on  Rrangers,  peculiar  to  a  republican  Rate :  the  common 
people  tread  clofe  upon  the  heels  of  thofe  of  higher  rank.  I  obferved  alfo 
they  have  introduced  the  cuRom  of  giving  money  to  fervants;  and,  as  in 
fome  other  countries,  convert  the  domeRic  obligations  of  fociety  into  afts 
of  venality. 

The  government  of  this  city  is  compofed  of  four  burgomaRers;  the 
emoluments  annexed  to  their  offices  generally  yield  loool.  a  year  each, 
particularly  the  two  elder  of  them,  who  have  the  difpofal  of  feveral  places. 
The  next  in  rank  are  fenators,,  of  whom  there  are  twenty- four  •,  their  drefs 
refembles  the  antient  habit  of  the  Spaniards  :  fourteen  of  thefe  muft 
be  chofen  from  among  the  merchants,  and  ten  bred  to  the  Rudy  of  the 
law.  The  fenators  are  fometimes  very  illiterate  perfons,  but  when  cho¬ 
fen  they  are  obliged  to  forfake  their  drops,  and  keep  a  coach.  Their 
falary  is  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  but  they  are  chofen  for  life, 
and  their  perquiRtes  are  conRderable :  fuits  at  law  are  determined  by 
the  feriate  5  criminal  affairs  by  the  fenate  and  burghers.  There  are  alfo 
four  lindics,  or  lawyers,  who  ad  as  fecretaries  of  the  Rate,  and  on  whom 
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the  greateft  weight  of  the  executive  part  of  the  government  lies ;  next  to 
thefe  are  four  real  fecretaries.  The  city  is  divided  into  five  parifhes,  in 
which  are  five  capital  churches  j  the  mofi:  modern,  dedicated-  to  St.  Mi¬ 
chael,  w'as  reduced  to  afhes  by  lightening  in  1749.  There  is  alfo  the 
DOME,  which  is  a  cathedral  church  governed  by  a  dean  and  fecular  can¬ 
nons,  remarkable  for  its  antiquity,  being  built  in  the  time  of  Char¬ 
lemagne  ;  it  is  now  partly  under  the  protedion  of  his  majefty  king, 
GEORGE,,  in  the  quality  of  duke  of  Bremen  aaid  verden  :  each  of  thefe 
parifhes  has  three  officers  in  the  nature  of  the  tribunes  of  the  people  a- 
mong  the  antient  romans  j  and  nothing  of  moment  is  refolved  on  by  the 
fenate  without  their  concurrence.  When  taxes  are  laid  on  the  people,  fifty 
burghers  of  each  parifh  mufi;  be  prefent  to  conftitute  a  proper  afiembly 
for  this  purpofe,  and  the  fame  t^x  is  never  prolonged  above  a  year.  Upon 
thefe  occafions  the  gates  of  the  city  are  (hut,  and  nobody  permitted  to  go 
in  or  out  till  the  afiembly  is  broke  up.  Though  upon  the  principle  of 
that  liberty  which  I  have  mentioned,  the  inhabitants  are  fometimes  with 
difficulty  kept  within  bounds  5  yet,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  good 
order  and  oeconomy  are  preferved. 

The  religion  eJfiablifhed'hei-e  is  the  Lutheran  5  nor  is  there  a  tolera-- 
tion  as  in  Amsterdam,  or  London.  The  roman  catholics  are  objeds 
of  great  jealoufy ;  but  the  jews  are  indulged,  and  fupport  themfelves  by 
commerce  and  brokerage:  indeed  the  greatefi: part  of  the  polish  jews 
appear  to  be  in  a  wretched  condition ;  but  the  portuguezd  are-  not-  in  ‘ 
fuch  defpicable  circumftances.- 

The  efiablifhment  of  regular  forces  in  this  city  is  2500  men;  but  the- 
magifiracy  feldom  fupport  fo  many :  they  are  however  very  cautious 
in  fliuttingf their  gates  early,  and  will,'  upon  no  occafion,  open  a  wicket, 
tliough  the  town  might  raife  a  cpnfiderable^  tax  by  means  of  it.  This  part 
of  oeconomy  puts  a-great  reftraint  on  the  citizens,  and  habituates  them  - 
the  more  to  moderation  in  purfuit  of  pleafures  and  amufement. 

The, fortifications  of  this  town,  on  the  land-fide,  are  confidered  as  very 
;  but  the  greatefi:  fecurity  of  it  is  the  jealoufy  of  the  feveral  prin¬ 
ces. 
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sees,  who  have,  from  time  to  time,  formed  pretenfions,  and  call  an  ambi- 
•tious  eye  towards  it.  The  walk  round  the  ramparts  is  about  four  Eng¬ 
lish  miles,  and  ill  mod  parts  very  plealant.  On  the  ead  fide  is  a  large 
apiece  of  water  formed  by  a  fmall  river  called  the  alster,  within  the 
-'.walls,  on  which  the  town’s  people  amufe  themfelves  in  the  fummer,  by 
.rowing  about  it,  attended  by  hands  of  muficians. 

The  citizens -have  alfo  feveral  gardens  on  the  banks  of  the  else  and 
ALSTER,  fome  of  which  are  agreeable:  but  they  .are  moftly  in  the 
dutch  tafte,  very  fmall,  and  kept  in  fuch  exquifite  order,  as  rather  to 
.  exhibit'Vpoppetrfhew,  than  a  rural  feene  j  much  lefs  is  there  any  gi*ahdeur 
dn  themf^ 

•  r 

The  territories  of ‘this  city  are  but  fmall  4  on  the  north- weft  fide  there 
ds  a  confiderable  fort  on  an  eminence,  which  ferves  as  an  out- work  to 
<the  town,  and  as  a  boundary  of  its  dominion;  Alton  a,  on  the  weft,  is 
withinTalf  a  mile.  ‘To  the  north  they  have  only  about  one  mile;  but^ta 
the  eaft,  along  the  banks  of  the  elbe,  about  fixteen,  which,  in  the 
-broadeft  place,  is  not  above  four  miles 

Several  of  the^ citizens,  who  have  acquired  great  fortunes  by  commerce, 
have  purchafed  large  eftates  in  the  neighbouring  territories,  under  the  jurif- 
didion  of  the  feveral  princes ;  but  this  is  apt  to  create  jealoufies  among 
Jthofe  whofe  property  is  in  trade  only,  or  within  the  territory  of  Ham¬ 
burg.  Monfieur  pierre'hiss,  a  french  merchant,  to  whom  I  am 
•  obliged  for  the  polite  reception  he  gave  me,  is  faid  to  be  worth  above 
t  00,000  1.  acquired  from  a  very  fmall  beginning ;  and  there  are  others,^ 
whofe  opulence  is  not  inferior. 

This  place  muft  be  confidered  with  refped  to  Germany,  what  Am¬ 
sterdam  is  to  EUROPE,  a  magazine  of  the  different  produce,  and 
•merchandize  of  the  trading  world.  •  Many  of  the  houfes  are  built  on  the 
very  edge  of  the  canals,  fo  that  -fhips  may  unload  into  their  ware- 
houfes..  The  number  of  veffels,  of  any  confiderable  burthen,  belonging  to 
the  town,  is  computed  at  four  hundred,  of  which  thirty  of  the  princi- 

*  Jn  this  paflfage  I  mean  English  miles. 
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pal  are  employed  in  the  trade  to  and  from  London.  They  have  many 
in  the  french  trade,  particularly  about  forty,  which  bring  wine,  and 
other  commodities,  from  bourdeauxj  a  great  number  in  the  Green¬ 
land  trade,  befides  many  which  navigate  the  Baltic,  andlbme  alfo  to* 

PORTUGAL,  SPAIN, -the  MEDITERRANEAN,  &C.- 

They  keep  their  accounts  in  marks  and  fchillings,  1 6  fchillings  to  a 
mark.  The  agio  varies,  but  the  bank- money  is  generally  about  15  or  16 
per  cent,  better  than  current. 

Formerly  the  Danish  money  was- their  chief  currency,  but  now  they 
have  a  coin  of  their  own  ;  one  Hamburg  fchilling  is  equal  to  two,,  Da¬ 
nish,  or  a  peny  English.  There  are  4  fchilling  pieces,  or  ^marki  and.* 

8  fchillings  or  i  mark.  A  ducat,  which  paifes  for  2  and  I  dollars  in  - 
BRANDENBURG  and  SAXONY,  is  worth  here  2t  dollars  of  Hamburg^ 
Here  is  a  difference  of  bank  and  current  money, .  as  in  Amsterdam;. 
a  ducat  which. paffes  for  7  marks  current,  is  worth  but  6  bank  money;.  . 
3  i  fchillings  are  equal  to  2  gude  grofchen ;  and  all  forts  of  money  are. taken  • 
here,  valued  according  to  foreign  exchange.-. 

Themouth  of  the  else,  at  the  north- fea,  is  about  thirteen  german. 
miles  diftance;  the.  navigation  is  difficult,  yet,  except  fome  of  the  largeffi-- 
veffels,  they  can  unload  at  the  town,  the  tide  coming  up  about  four  ger¬ 
man  miles  above  Hamburg.  Its  ebb  leaves  mofi:  of  the  canals  of  the.* 
city,  dry  ;  but  there  is  a  good  bed  of  mud  for  the  fliips. 

I'have  already! obferved,!^  that  the  manufadtures  of  this  place,  except  that; 
of  baking  fugar,  and  printing  calicoes,  are  very  inconfiderable,  though, 
the  art  of  dying  is.  well  known  here.  They  export  quantities  of  silesia 
linnens  from  hence  under  the  name  of  Hamburg.  A  great  part  of 
this  branch  of  commiffion-bufinefs  is  indeed  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
merchants  of  altona,  the  hamburgers  having  injudicioufly  charged 
a  fmall  duty  on -th'em,  which  they  haVe  fince  taken  off,  and  made  it  a  ^ 
free  port  for  the  tranfit  of  all  goods:  but  they  cannot  recover  this 
bufinefs  in  the  fame  manner  as  ‘before.  There  are  other  branches,  of 
which  the  hamburgers  have  been  obliged  to  yield  a  part  to  other  na^ 
i*. !  tions. 
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tions.  The  trade  of  LUBEC,  which' was  funk  very  low,  has  mended  of 
kte  years.  Stetin,  which  was  hardly  known  as  a  trading  town,  now 
begins  to  make  fome  figure  in  commerce  j  and  we  find  the  king  of 
PRUSSIA  endeavouring  to  eftabiiili  embden  as  a  place  of  trade.  Copen¬ 
hagen,  of  late  years,  is  improved  j  and  a  vafl;  trade  is  eftabliflied  in  St 
PETERSBURG,  which  did  not  exift.till  this  century;  but,  above  all, 
FRANCE,  fince  the  queen’s  war,  has  made  large  ftrides  in  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  her  commercial  intereft.  Thefe  concurring  reafons  mufi:  necef- 
farily  diminifli  the  trade  of  Hamburg. 

As  mankind  increafe  in  numbers,  at  leafi:  in  Europe,  together  with 
arts,  luxurious  indulgences,  and  the  refinements  of  life;  it  is  natural  to 
prefume  that  commerce,  in  general,  encreafes  alfo ;  though  it  is  fubjedl 
to  change  hands.  But  nothing,  I  think,  is  more  demonftrable  than  this, 
that  the  Rate  which  has  mofi:  naval  power,  fuppofing  the  people  have  a  ge¬ 
nius  for  commerce,  and  are  fituated  advantageoufly  for  it,  muR  have  the 
greateR  portion.  Will  it  be  furprizing  if,  in  a  few  ages,  war  Riould  be¬ 
come  entirely,  as  it  already  is  in  a  great  meafure,  fubfervient  to  the  ends 
of  trade  ?  Upon  this  principle  it  is  rather  an  argument  of  the  virtue 
and  equity  of  mankind,  that  fo  inconfiderable  a  Rate  as  Hamburg 
.  Riould  have  yet  fo  great  a  trade,  than  that  it  is  in  fome  degree  dimi- 
nifhed. 

As  nations  grow  enlightened,  they  will  forfake  their  indolence,  and 
go  to  market,  where  the  commodity  is  cheapeR ;  pafling  by  thofe  who 
are  enriched  by  their  former  induRry  and  fagacity,  in  colledting  the 
different  produRions  of  the  earth;  confequently  thefe  leffer  Rates, 
whofe  confumption  within  themfelves  is  fmall,  will  decline  in  commer¬ 
cial  pov/er. 

It  has  been  generally  imagined,  that  luxury  is  a  great  caufe  of  the  in¬ 
creafe  of  commerce ;  that  it  has  enlarged  the  fcene,  and  occafioned  an 
increafe  of  feveral  of  the  produRions  of  the  earth,  is  beyond  difpute.  Hence 
the  ufe  of  tobacco,  fugar,  tea,  fpices,  and  other  commodities,  which  are 
.of  very  little  real  benefit  to  mankind,  and  yet  are  become  great  aiticles 
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of  commerce  all  over  the  world.  But  thefe  h^ve  been  attended  alfo  with 
improvements  of  effential  fervice,  particularly  that  of  manufadtures, 
which  being  now  fpread  over  the  whole  earth;  the  fkins  ofbeafts,  which 
were  formerly  the  great  article  of  cloathing,  are  not  worn,  except 
in  very  cold  countries,  or  as  a  rich  and  coftly  drefs.  Thefe  have  been  ^ 
exchanged  for  the  manufadtures  of  wool,  and  other  materials,  much  be¬ 
yond  what  the  animals  furnifhed  in  the  fimple  manner  of  life  of  our  fore¬ 
fathers  :  fome  of  thefe  indeed  had  hardly  any  cloaths  at  all.  But  to  come 
down  to  the  prefent  time,  France  has  now  near  thirty  times  the  quan-  . 
tity  of  wollen  cloth,  to  what  die  manufadtured  in  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
turv  And  England  already  fo  far  advanced,  has  made  vaft  improve¬ 
ments.  In  the  laft  century  calculators  valued  our  wool  at  two  millions, 
now  they  reckon  near  four  millions  The  fame  wool  manufadtured  is 
now  computed  worth  twelve  millions ;  whereas  it  then  amounted  to  eight 
millions  only. 

But  as  things  necelTary,  and  In  their  nature  good,  are  become  common, 
and  fupplied  in  a  great  profulion ;  that  which  was  magnificence,  is  no 
longer  fo:  numerous  improvements  however  being  added,  it  takes  that 
name  again.  When  thefe  improvements  are  carried  to  an  excefs  be¬ 
yond  what  our  fortunes,  and  duties  of  life  will  bear,  -it  becomes  luxury; 
and  luxury  is  in  its  nature  ruinous.  We  fee  even  the  lower  clafTes  of 
mankind  have  acquired  a'tafte  of  many  thing?,  not  only  beyond  the  fim- 
plicity  of  life  which  nature  didlates,  but  alfo  beyond  what  their  circum- 
ilances  will  bear.  Thefe  new  pafTions  craving  their  objedt ;  an  equal  pace 
muft'be  kept  by  induftry,  and  the  produdtions  of  the  earth.  All  exceffes 
require  great  labour  to  fupport  them.  The  people  of  a  country,  who  live# 
very  high,  to  ufe  a  vulgar  exprefTion,  are  apt  to  light  their  candle  at  both 
ends  ;  that  is  to  fay,  they  are  apt  to  confume  too  much,  and  work  too 
little.  Hence  they  are  alfo  more  fubjedt  to  misfortunes,  becaufe  that  will  ap¬ 
pear  as  a  misfortune  under  fuch  circumftances,  which  otherwife  would  not 
be  regarded.  There  is  a  medium ;  if  w^e  pafs  beyond  it,  we  prepare  the'" 


*  See  page  55.  but  this  remark  alludes  to  Languedoc  only. 

'VoL.  II.  N  n 
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way  for  ruin.  Luxury  and  corruption  have  ever  been  the  deftrudion  of 
ftates  j  and  nothing  can  be  more  plain  than  this,  that  there  would  be 
little  or  no  corruption,  if  there  was  no  luxury. 

To  return  to  the  hamburgers:  what  has  dipt  their  wings,  though 
not  in  fo  great  a  degree  as  generally  imagined,  is  the  neigbourhood  of  Al¬ 
ton  A,  which  fignifies,  much  too  near,  as  inded  it  is  for  their  intereftj 
having  the  advantage  of  fituation  the  fame  as  Hamburg  5  but  it  has  no 
fortification,  nor  is  the  Danish  fovereignty  fo  great  a  fecurity  of  its  com¬ 
merce,  as  the  independency  of  rhanse  town  is  to  hap^iburg.  Altona 
has  been  long  confidered  by  the  hamburgers  as  an  objed  of  great 
jealoufy  5  but  there  is  not,  1  apprehend,  fo  much  caufe  to  fear,  as  is  fug- 
gefled  by  many. 

Altona  is  a  large  place,  but  does  not  partake  in  the  leafi;  of  the  pride 
of  HAMBURG,  witli  regard  to  its  buildings  j  nor  can  it  afford  to  pay  any 
thing  of  confequence  towards  the  revenues  of  Denmark.  It  is  an  afy- 
lum  for  thofe  who  fly  from  the  adjacent  countries  for  debt,  or  worfe 
crimes  :  the  hamburgers,  whofe  fortunes  reduce  them  to  this  extre¬ 
mity,  take  refuge  there  alfo.  Except  two  or  three  houfes  of  bufinefs, 
there  is  very  little  appearance  of  riches  or  plenty  in  altona.  In  oppofi- 
tion  to  HAMBURG  it  encourages  all  religions,  fo  that  there  is  a  medley  of 
the  poorer  claffes  of  mankind,  particularly  of  polish  jews.  In  the  war 
with  SWEDEN  in  1713,  the  town  was  burnt  to  the  ground,  and  now  ap¬ 
pears  as  new.  The  hamburgers  not  daring  to  rifk  their  own  fecurity,  by 
opening  their  gates  in  the  night,  when  a  Swedish  army  was  fo  near,  and 
when  a  ficknefs  prevailed  amongfl  the 'inhabitants  of  altona  5  many  of 
the  latter  perifhed  as  monuments  of  Swedish  cruelty. 

The  continual  Ioffes  fuffered  by  the  algerine  rovers,  who  thought  it 
their  interefl  to  decline  all  accommodation,  have  been  a  great  obflrudion 
to  the  trade  of  Hamburg  5  and  the  more  as  they  can  hardly,  with  any 
affurance,  afk  the  affiftance  of  any  fovereign  prince,  and  particularly  a  ma¬ 
ritime  power,  who  is  a  competitor  in  point  of  commerce.  During  the 
lafi:  war  they  had  feveral  fliips  on  the  weflern  ocean,  and  the  mediter- 

raneanj 
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RANEAN  j  but  hoftilities  at  fea  were  no  fooner  ended,  than  they  were 
obliged  to  alter  their  meafures  ^  ; 

The  29th  of  September  I  took  my  leave  of  Mr.  j.  bosanquet,  Mr,- 
HANBURY,  Mr.  THORNTON  the  deputy  governor  of  the  British  com¬ 
pany,  and  the  other  gentlemen,  to  whom  I  am  much  indebted  for  their 
great  civility. 


CHAP.  XLIII. 

^he  author  departs  from  Hamburg.  A  port  accoufit  of  the  trade  ^  inha- 
bitants,  and  dome  church  of  Bremen.  He  continues  his  jcur7tey  through 

WESTPHALIA. 

TH  E  30th  of  September  I  departed  from  Hamburg.  The  ordi¬ 
nary  rout  to  AMSTERDAM  is  diredtly  to  osnabruck  ;  but  my  cii- 
riolity  carried  me  to  to  Bremen,  not  without  fome  intention  of  going 
to  EMDEN,  if  the  weather  had  proved  favourable.  My  rout  then  was  to 
BLANKENESS,  two  fliort  GERMAN  miles  from  HAMBURG..  The  road  be¬ 
ing  on  the  lofty  banks  of  the  el  be,  gives  a  moft  delightful  and  extenfive 
view,  as  well  of  part  of  the  hanoverian  dominions  on  the  weft,  as  of  the 
DANISH  territories  in  holstein  on  the  eaft  of  that  river.  There  is  no  re¬ 
gular  ftage  for  poft  horfes  to  blankeness  5  the  ferry  alfo  is  very  fmall  for 
a  wheel  carriage,  and  if  a  proper  feafon  is  not  taken  with  regard  to  wind 
and  tide,  it  may  be  dangerous.  The  rufticity  of  the  Danish  boors  is  apt 
to  create  vexation  :  it  is  their  cuftom  to  fpend  fome  time  on  the  fhore  at 
a  certain  game,  to  determine  whofe  fortune  it  /hall  be  to  attend  the  pa/Tenger. 
The  breadth  of  the  river  in  this  place  is  about  an  English  mile,  and  near 
the  fame  diftance,  up  a  creek  to  crantz,  a  mean  village  in  the  hano¬ 
verian  dominions,  where  there  is  no  regular  poft^  yet  the  peafants 

*  The  ALGERINES  finding  the  Spaniards  meant  to  make  war  with  them  in  good  earnefi,  en» 
tered  lately  into  a  treaty  with  the  hamburgers,  not  of  friendfhip  only,  but  of  commerce  alfo.  ' 
This  the  SPANIARDS  highly  refented,  and  put  the  hamburgers  under  necelTity  of  annulling  that 
treaty,  or  of  being  excluded  from  their  trade  with  spa  in.  Being  reduced  to  this  alternative  they  have 
-choren  the  former, 

N  n  2  .  are 
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are  obliged  to  find  horfes  for  pafiengers  at  fiated  rates.  Cr  AN tz,.  though 
fo  mean  a  place,  is  extended  above  two  English  miles,  built  on  the  top. 
of  a  high  bank,  intended  to  refift  the  overflowing  of  the  else,  which 
fometimes  happens.  A  fmall  branch  of  this  river  runs  to  Buxtehude, 
the  next  flage,  which  is  about  a  german  mile  and  a  half :  the  country 
abounds  in  meadow  and  corn  lands. 


Odlober  the  ifl,  I  puifued  my  journey  to  closter-seven,  four  long 
GERMAN  miles,  the  road  but  indifferent;  the  profpedt  is  moftly  of  woods 
and  heath ;  the  country  is  but  thinly  inliabited,  and  has  not  much  corn 
land  or  cattle..  From  thence  to  ottersberg  is  three  german  miles : 
here  I  found  two  companies  of  hanoverian  foldiers  quartered.  The  foil 
hereabouts  is  infertile,  being  chiefly  morafs.  From  thence  to  Bremen  is 
three  german  miles,  through  afandy  country.  The  land  towards  Bremen 
is  more  improved,  but  without  any  great  face  of  fertility.  We  pafled  two 
turnpikes,  and  within  an  English  mile  of  Bremen  I  obferved  three  fl:ones 
which  are  ere(5ted  on  the  fide  of  the  road,  with  the  arms  of  the  British 
crown,  denoting  the  confines  of  the  hanoverian  dominion. 

Bremen  is  fituated  on  a  plain  on  both  fides  of  the  river  weser,  over 
which  it  has  a  bridge.  The  dutchy  in  which  it  ftands  formerly  belonged 
to  the  swedes,  but  being  conquered*  by  the  Danes,  was  by  them  fold  to 
the  eledor  of  hanover  in  1716;  yet  there  is  only  a  fmall  quarter  of  the 
town,  in  which,  ftands  the  dome  church,  fubje(fl:  to  that  eled:orate.  The 
refl:,  with  its  territories,  is  free  under  its  own  laws  and  magiflrates,  who 
are  compofed  of  four  burgo-mafters  and.  twenty  four  fenators,  chofen  out 
of  the  citizens  who  profefs  Calvinism  :  this  is  the  eftablifhed  religion, 
and  they  have  five  churches  for  the  citizena  of  that  perfwafion. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  are  computed  at  30,000,  who  appear  to 
live  in  comfortable  circumfl;ances.  The  greatefl:  part  of  the  flreets  are 
narrow :  the  fhops  are  w'ell  flocked  with  merchandize,  and  they  have 
many  houfes  of  good  appearance.  They  have  a  town  houfe,  an, ex¬ 
change,  and  waterworks,  by  which  the  city  is  fupplied  from  the  river. 

One  would  imagine  that  the  people  are  extremely  pious,  soli  deo  glo¬ 
ria 


Chap.  XLIIL  CITY  OF  BREMEN..  ^85 

RiA  being  in  large  charaders  over  their  doors  and  windows,  within  doors 
and  without. 

In  the  market-place  they  diew  the  figure  of  a  man  in  armour,  who, 
as  the  people  pretend^  faved  the  city  when  it  was  in  the  utmofi;  danger 
from  the  swedes.  They  call  it  a  Rowland,  or  royland,  from  the 
name  of  a  general  who  died  in  italy  in  the  fervice  of  the  emperor,  by 
whom  this  was  made  a  free  city.  This  general  was  of  a  remarkable  Ma¬ 
ture  i  and  the  figure  ferves  to  keep  up  a  fenfe  of  freedom,  though  under 
the  burlefque  form  of  a  giant  of  about  fourteen  feet  high,. 

But  nothing  is  fo  remarkable  in  this  place,  as  the  great  dome,  where  ‘ 
their  worfhip  is  performed 'after  the  Lutheran  manner:  the  people  of 
this  perfwalion  bearing  a  great  proportion  to  thofe  of  the  eflablifhed  re¬ 
formed  church.  It  is  an  antient  building  in  the  gothic  manner,  reputed 
to  be  about  600  years' old.  There  is  a  vault  under  it,  in  which  are  the 
bodies  of  Teveral  perfons,  faid  to  be  depofited  there  above  one  hundred' 
and  fifty  years  ago,  and  firfl  difcovered  about  forty  years  fince  to  be  entirej’  \ 
as  they  yet  remain.  Thefe  bodies  lye  in  the  vault  as  one  common  grave  j  ! 
the  linnen  in  which  they  are  drefl  is  light  as  tinder  :  their  fkins  look  black  i 
and  parched,  but  their  features  diftinguifhable  j  they  are  extremely  light;  1 
but  the  cohefion  of  the  parts  entire.  The  vault  to  appearance  has  nothing"  | 
extraordinary,  except  that  the  air  feems  to  be  temperate,  and  the  walls  1 
perfectly  dry.  It  is  about  fix  feet  below  the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  j 
vaulted  eight  or  nine  feet  high.  A  dead  cat,  which  has  been  accidentally 
thrown  in  through  the  window,  has  had  the  fame  fortune  as  the  human 
bodies.  They  will  not  fuffer  the  vault  to  be  cleanfed,  from  an,  idle  opinion  , 
that  it  may  lofe  its  virtue.  Several  have  offered  confiderable  fums  to  have  -  , 
their  bodies  depofited  there,  which  the  priefls  obje(51:  to,  alledging  the  : 
fentence  of  God,  that  man  fhall  return  to  duflj  though  it  is  more  pro¬ 
bable  the-magiflrates  do  not  chufe  to  indulge  this  idle  vanity,  as  the  lu-- 
theran  is  not  the  eflablilhed 'church.  ’ 

Er'EMen,  flanding.  on  the  weser  but  twelve  german  miles  froni 
the  fea,  would  be  as  advantageoufly  fituated  for  trade  as  Hamburg, 

but . 


t 

286  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE,  &c.  Part  III. 

but  that  fhips  of  burthen-  cannor  come  within  tv^o  miles  'of  the  town, 
as  there  is  often  not  above  four  feet  water.  This  deficiency  is*  fup- 
plied  by  boats,  and  does  not  hinder  their  building  large  fly  boats  at  the 
town.  Notwithftanding  the  neighbourhood  of  Hamburg,  the  trade  here 
is  confiderable :  they  import  a  great  quantity  of  fugar  from  France  ; 
of  the  ENGLISH  they  take  tobacco,  and  other  west  india  commodi¬ 
ties,  and  alfo  fome  of  their  manufadbures.  This  city  trades  with  hano- 
VER,  saxony,  bohemia,  &c.  from  whom  they  receive  corn,  linnen, 
timber  and  minerals.  They  have  frefh  fifh  in  plenty  in  fome  feafons,  and 
are  faid  to  drefs  leather  well. 

Exceeding  heavy  rains  having  fallen,  and  the  feafon  becoming  cold,  I 
determined  to  make  the  beftof  my  way  to  Amsterdam.  From  Bremen 
is  a  long  caufeway,  the  country  being  marfhy,  and  foon  covered  with 
water.  About  a  mile  from  the  town  we  re-entered  the  hanoverian 
dominions  i  the  foil  near  the  road  is  moftly  fandy  or  heath  to  wil de¬ 
sk  usen,  which  is  three  very  long  german  miles:  this  is  a  principal 
town,  and  the  refidence  of  the  great  bailiff  of  the  diftridt,  of  which  there 
are  about  twenty  five  in  the  hanoverian  dominions.  Mr.  heineber  the 
bailiff’s  fon,  who  is  a  young  man  of  great  virtue,  accomplifhments,  and 
excellent  parts  %  did  me  the  favour  of  a  vifit,  and  invited  me  to  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  houfe,  which  gave  me  an  occafion  of  paying  my  refpedls  to  the 
bailiff. 

The  2d  I  travelled  on  to  kloppenberg,  three  long  german  miles,  the 
road  very  fandy.  This  is  a  mean  town  in  the  dominion  of  the  bifhop  of 
MUNSTER,  eledlor  of  cologn  ;  but  the  country  round  it  is  pleafant,  be¬ 
ing  compofed  of  arable  and  meadow  lands,  bordered  by  groves  and 
plantations. 

The  3d  I  went  on  to  lgenningen  ;  the  diftance  is  nominally  two  ger¬ 
man  miles,  but  here  they  feem  to  be  double,  and  the  peafants  are  paid 
near  twice  the  common  price,  with  this  inconvenience,  that  inflead  of 
<one  poflilion  I  was  obliged  to  take  two  peafants  for  four  horfes.  It  has 

*  Now  preceptor  for  the  german  language  and  hiflory  to  the  young  princes. 
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fometimes  been  the  fortune  of  travellers  in  this  country,  to  have  as  many 
men  to  attend  them,  as  horfes  to  draw  their  vehicle. 

« 

Loenn INGEN  is  a  mean  dirty  place,  but  the  country  near  it  pleafant 
and  fertile.  The  government  of  thefe  eccleliaftical  princes  does  not  feem 
to  eflablifh  charity  or  politenefs ;  at  lead:  I  found  the  people  infolent  and- 
given  to  extortion.. 

From  thence  to  hasselune  is  accounted  two  german  miles;,  the 
country  is  very  fandy.  This  is  a  more  agreeable  town,  and  has  afmall  gar-- 
rifon  of  troops  belonging  to  the  elector  of  cologn.  Poverty  feemed  to> 
prevail  here  ;  but  fuperftition  hill  more,  in  confequence  of  that  ecdefi^ 
aflical  power  which  had  eredled  crucifixes  almofi:  on  every  hillock. 

The  next  town  is  l  in  gen,  at  the  diftance  of  two  long  german- 
miles;  the  road  to  it  is  fandy,  but  the  adjacent  country  pleafant.  This 
place,  which  is  in  the  circle  of  westphalia,  is  fubjedl  to  the  king  of 
PRUSSIA  :  it  hands  on  the  river  ems,  and  has  a  fortification  of  fome 
fmall  confideration.  The  cleannefs,  breadth,  and  good  pavement  of  its 
ibreets,  and  regular  built  houfes,  give  one  the  more  firiking  idea  of  that 
good  order  for  which  the  Prussians  are  fo  much  diftinguifiied.  This- 
town  indeed  formerly  belonged  to  king  william  III.  and  devolved  to 
the  houfe  of  Brandenburg  on  his  death.  It  partakes  much  of  dutch' 
oeconomy :  here  the  exorbitant  price  of  near  a.  ducat  a  german  mile  for.' 
horfes  was  firh  charged  to  me. 

CHAP.  XLIV. 

Obfervations  at  almello,  daventer,  ^c.  Rejlediions  g?i  the  produce' 
oj  tobacco,.  A JJjort  account  of  amersfort  and  naarden. 

The  4th  of  Odober  I  advanced  two  long  german  miles,  towards 
‘  the  dominions  of  the  united  provinces,  and  arrived  at  nor-- 
THORN,  where  I  obferved  the  women  appear  to  be  almofi:  blinded  with  the 
fmoak  arifing  from  the  turf,  which  they  have  here  in  great  abundance : . 

Mofl- 
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Moft  of  the  country  over  which  I  travelled  from  loenningen  produces 
nothing  elfe. 

It  was  now  the  feafon  in  which  the  states  order  the  rates  of  port  hor- 
fes  to  be  increafed  about  one  third  part  more  than  it  is  from  April  to  Sep¬ 
tember:  I  was  obliged  to  pay  i8  gilders  to  almello,  which  is  com¬ 
puted  four  GERMAN  miles  j  but,  in  confideration  of  the  roads,  they  gave 
me  fix  horfes.  The  little  towns  I  now  pafTed  through  began  to  ex¬ 
hibit  that  cleanlinefs  for  which  the  Hollanders  are  fo  much  diftin- 
guidied.  The  marriages  of  this  country  are  performed  with  a  humorous 
folemnity :  I  obferved  pillars  and  feftoons  of  verdure,  adorned  with  gar¬ 
lands  and  flowers,  which  are  prepared  for  the  decoration  of  a  nuptial 
feafl;  at  the  houfes  of  the  parties. 

The  heaths  referved  for  the  produdtion  of  turf  on  this  flde  of  the 
■  country,  are  much  larger  than  is  generally  imagined,  confidering  the 
fmall  extent  of  the  dominion  of  the  united  provinces;  but  ex¬ 
cept  thefe  the  hand  of  induftiy  appears  in  a  very  remarkable  degree;  the 
jnclofure  of  meadows,  corn  land  and  kitchen -gardens,  plantation  of  trees 
and  banks,  which  are  thrown  up  for  roads,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
demonftrate  the  labour  of  the  peafant,  afford  an  agreeable  profpedt.  Moft 
of  their  cows  are  red,  and  thefe  are  the  chief  riches  of  this  part  of  the 
country,  by  the  great  quantity  of  butter  and  cheefe  which  they  produce, 
and  in  this  feafon  they  feed  them  on  an  herb  they  call  spersen,  which 
grows  fix  or  eight  inches  high. 

Almello  is  a  neat  town  in  the  province  of  overyssel,  •  wEere 
.there  is  a  manufadlory  of  fine  holland  :  the  greatefl:  part  of  what  we  com¬ 
monly  call  by  this  name  is  made  in  silesia,  and  only  bleached  in  the 
UNITED  provinces.  The  preference  which  I  thought  due  to  the  ma¬ 
nufactures  of  my  own  country,  prevented  my  making  any  purchafe  in 
ALMELLO.  The  improvements  we  have  made  both  in  Scotland  and 
IRELAND,  are  fuch  as  will,  I  hope,  in  a  fmall  number  of  years,  gra- 
■tify  the  mofl:  luxurious,  as  w’'ell  as  afford  a  quantity  for  a  conflderable  ex- 
iportation  to  foreign  markets. 


The 
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The  5th  I  fetout  for  daventer  ;  the  road  forthemoft  part  is  through 
marflies  and  heath,  with  a  ridge  of  hills  to  the  north.  Haslen  ap¬ 
pears  to  thefouth  weft  about  two  English  miles  from  the -common  road-; 
fome  make  it  their  way,  though  it  is  half  a  league  about.  They  gene- 
-  rally  reckon  here  by  the  hours,  as  in  a  si  a,  and  compute  two  hours  to 
a  german  mile;  this  computation  is  hardly  too  much  when  the  roads 
are  bad.  From  northoPvN  to  daventer  they  compute  four  german 
miles. 

.  Daventer  is  a  large  city  in  the  province  of  overyssel,  formerly  a 
hanfe  town,  but  now  fubjed:  to  the  ftates.  It  ftands  on  the  river  yssel, 
which  bears  veftels  of  burthen.  There  is  a  large  bridge  of  wood  over  it, 
for  the  paflage  of  which  they  pay  a  heavy  toll.  This  river  runs  into  the 
ZUYDER  fea.  The  town  is  well  fortified,  and  has  a  ftrong  garrifon^ 
the  ftreets  and  houfes  are  very  neat,  and  the  {hops  well  fupplied  with  ma- 
nufadures  and  other  neceftaries.  It  has  a  pretty  large  inland  trade,  but  no 
manufadures. 

From  hence  is  a  regular  poft,  four  german  miles  to  voorthusen; 
the  foil  of  the  country  is  various  ;  near  the  midway  is  loo,  a  famous 
feat  of  the  prince  of  orange.  Voorthusen  is  a  village  of  very  little 
note ;  nor  has  the  country  an  agreeable  afped.  The  6th,  I  proceed¬ 
ed  to  amersfort,  two  german  miles,  the  firft  of  wdiieh  is  through 
a  fandy  country,  and  one  fees  but  little  cultivated  land,  or  appearance  of 
rich  inhabitants;  but  towards  ouvelach  the  country  appears  worthy 
the  reputation  it  has  in  the  world.  There  are  large  plantations  of  tobacco  ; 
for  the  produdion  of  which  the  land  is  thrown  up  into  ridges  of  about 
two  feet  high.  The  confumption  of  this  article  in  the  united  pro¬ 
vinces  is  very  confiderable,  and  by  fome  pretended  to  be  neceftary  in  fo 
moift  a  climate.  It  may  be  queftioned  however  whether  the  lives  ot 
the  inhabitants  are  prolonged  by  it;  or  whether  the  fame  labour  and  ex- 
pence  which  is  employed  about  it,  would  not  produce  provifion  for  the 
fupport  of  life  more  effedually,  and  for  greater  numbers  of  people :  for 
it  feems  inconfiftent  with  reafon  that  fo  many  thoufands,  I  might  fay 
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millions  of  people  in  the  different  quarters  of  the  world,  fliould  be  em» 
ployed  in  cultivating  this  herb,  whilll  fuch  multitudes  are  fuffering  diftrefs 
for  want  of  the  common  provifions  of  life. 

Amersfort  is  an  antient'and  confiderable  town  in  the  province  of  u- 
TRECHT,  on  the  fmall  river  eems,  which  runs  to  the  zuyder  fea.. 
There  is  a  very  large  church,  and  an  excellent  fet  of  chimes,  for 
which  the  united  provinces  are  very  remarkable,*  thofe  of  this  town 
play  every  hour  on  market  days  from  ten  till  twelve  in  the  morning. 
This  affords  a  cheap  and  agreeable  amufement  to  the  common  people, 
and  fome  pleafure  to  thofe  in  higher  life  who  delight  in  mulic.  I  was 
flruck  with  the  neatnefs  and  cleannefs  of  the  flreets  and  houfes ;  but 
tlie  manners  of  the  people  are  not  equally  delicate :  a  certain  rufticity 
prevails,  which  is  fornetimes  (hewn  in  an  apparent  contempt  of  Gran¬ 
gers.  This  town  is  chiefly  fupported  by  hulbandry,  and  has  a  confider- 
able  trade  in  tobacco  of  its  own  growth.  I  obferved  many  of  the  people 
wear  wooden  fhoes,  which  are  indeed  beft  calculated  for  their  brick 
floors,  and  inceffant  wafliing. 

From  AMERSFORT  I  departed  for  naarden,  which  is  about  two  ger¬ 
man  miles  diflantj  the  turnpikes  are  very  numerous,  where  paffengers 
pay  regularly,  though  there  is  no  fence  in  many  places.  About  two 
ENGLISH  miles  from  amersfort  is  soesdyke,  a  palace  belonging  to  the 
prince  of  orange,  which  has  a  park  faid  to  be  near  eight  English 
miles  in  circumference.  Being  impatient  to  get  early  to  Amsterdam,  I 
declined  viflting  utrecht,  remarkable  for  that  treaty  which  has  blotted 
the  annals  of  England,  and  aggrandized  the  houfe  of  bourbon,  as  ap¬ 
peared,  too  plain  in  the  late  war.  Utrecht  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the 
moft  agreeable  places,  and  as  worthy  the  attention  of  a  traveller  as  any  in 
the  united  provinces. 

The  road  to  naarden  is  pleafant,  abounding  in  regular  plantations  of 
trees;  and  the  country  is  well  cultivated  and  inhabited.  Naarden  is  a 
boundary  of  the  province  of  Holland,  at  a  fmall  diftance.  from  the  zuy- 
DER  fea  :  the  fortification  is  confiderable,  being  partly  compofed  of  a  broad 

double 
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double  mote  filled  from  the  fea,  which  has  often  made  inroads  upon  it. 

In  antient  wars  it  was  often  facked,  and  in  i486  reduced  to  allies  by 
fire.  Here  alfo  the  Spaniards  mafiacred  the  inhabitants  upon  the  occa- 
fion  of  the  revolt  of  the  uni  ted -provinces.  In  1672  it  was  taken  by 
the  FRENCH,  but  foon  retaken  by  the  prince  of  orange. 

From  naArden  to  Amsterdam  is  reckoned  two  german  miles; 
the  whole  country  cohfifts  of  pafture  lands  and  gardens,  below  the  furface 
of  the  fea,  if  one  may  judge  from  the  appearances  of  the  bodies  of 
fliips  on  the  water.  The  road  on  the  banks  of  the  canals  is  made  with 
great  coft,  fo  that  there  are  no  lefs  than  feven  tolls,  at  which  I  paid  three 
guilders.  The  avenue  to  Amsterdam  is  a  caufeway,  on  the  fides  of  . 
which,  near  the  city,  are  fmall  villages  and  gardens  belonging  to  the  citizens; 
which  ferve  to  beautify  the  face  of  this  artificial  country.  The  gates  of 
AMSTERDAM  are  lliut  at  fix  in  the  evening,  but  there  is  admittance  till 
ten,  for  a  toll  of  one  ftiver  each  perfon.  According  to  the  ordinary 
computation  I  had  travelled  only  forty  one  german  miles  and  a  half 
from  HAMBURG.  By  the  way  of  osnabruck  it  is  reckoned  fifty  two 
german  miles,  but  the  difference  is  rather  in  the  computation  of  the 
miles  than  the  real  diftance. 
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RejieEliom  on  the  commercial  genius  of  the  'dxstqw,  A  brief  defeription 
of  AMSTERDAM.  Of  the  dykes  in  Holland.  Of  the  faxes  and  re^ 
venues  of  the  united  provinces  compared  with  thofe  of  great 

BRITAIN.  '  ■ 


TH  E  correfpondency  which  I  had  as  a  merchant,  procured  me 
acquaintances  in  Amsterdam,  of  the  want  of  which,  foreign¬ 
ers,  who  are  not  interefled  in  commerce,  generally  complain.  Indeed  of 
all  the  great  cities  which  I  have  yet  feen,  this  feems  to  afford  the  lead:  en¬ 
tertainment,  to  thofe  whole  heads  and  hearts  are  not  intirely  turned  to 
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peeunW^ys^Qqioifltions :  here  every  motrient  feems  to  be  filled  up  in  the:_ 
j^ade,  with  all  its  various  and  extended  connexions.  Ther 
people  •h^ye.-cp  time  to  complain  of  aibad  climate,  bad  weather,  or  the 
want  of^ health  :  they  have  hardly  leifure  to  perform  the  common  duties, 
of  holpitality  and  benevolence. 

f  : 

The  obfervation  I  made  of  the  inhabitants  of  Amsterdam,  corref- 
ponds  exaXly  with  what  has  been  often  remarked,  that  thofe  diforders  of 
the  mind,  particularly  that  of  being  feldom  contented  for  any  length  of 
time,  which  feem  to.  be  the  more  peculiar  afiBidion  of  my  own  country,, 
where  the  people  are  more  refined  in  manners  and  fentiments,  are  hard¬ 
ly  known  in  this  city,  verifying  the  maxim,'  that  the  turn  of  men’s  minds- 
conftitutes  their  felicity,  much  more  than  their  fortunes  or  external  cir- 
eumfiances. 

In  allufion  to  this  fubjeX,  Sir  william  temple  oBferves,  “  This  is 
a  difeafe  too  refined  for  this  country  and  people  j  who  are  well,  when 
they  are  not  ill,  and  pleafed  when  they  are  not  troubled;  are  content 
becaufe  they  think  little  of  it;  and  feek  theli*  happinefs  in  the  com^ 
mon  eafe  and  commodities  of  life,  or  the  increafe  of  riches ;  not  amu- 
“  fing  themfelves  with  the  more  fpeculative  contrivance  of  paflibn,  or 
“  refinements  of  pleafure.”' 

The  principal  houfes  of  bufinefs  in  this  great  metropolis  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  anxong  fevcral  others,  are  thofe  of  meflieurs  hopes,  mef- 
fieurs  cliffo-rds,  and  meflieurs  muilm:ans,  with  whom  I  had  parti¬ 
cular  connexions,  and  from  whom  I  received  great  marks  of  hofpitality  and 
politnefs.  Mr.  thomas  hope  did  me  the  favour  of  a  vifit  immediate¬ 
ly  on  my  arrival.  This  gentleman  is  no  lefs  diflingulfhed  for  the  great 
Ikill  and  induftry,  and  extenfive  bufinefs  by  which  he  has  acquired  a  large 
fortune,  than  for  his  ingenuoufnefs  and  abilities,  which  fet  him  at  the 
head  of  the  west  xndia  company,  as  the  deputy  of  the  prince  of 
orange.  Meflieurs  Cliffords,  who  are  related  to  the  noble  family 
of  that  name  in  England,  have,  by  an  extenfive  correfpondency  through 
a  long  feries  of  years,,  acquired  a  very  confiderable  fortune ;.  and  for  their 
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probity  and  politenefs  are  much  refpedted  by  all  who  have  any  connexion" 
with  them.  Meflieurs  muilmans  are  well  known  in  London,  from  the' 
refidence  of  two  of  the  brothers,  who  are  very  eminent  merchants  in  that 
city.  Their  father  and  brothers  in  Amsterdam  are  alfo  diftinguiflied 
for  their  wealth,  and  for  the  fhare  they  have  in  the  government  of  the 
united  provinces. 

This  wonderful  city  of  Amsterdam,  as  well  as  many  other  towns  of 
the  NETHERLANDS,  is  Certainly  a  work  of  art  and  labour,  not  inferior  to 
the  greateft  monuments  of  human  induftry  in  paft  ages.  It  is  about  220 
ENGLISH  miles  from  London  ;  its  proper  name  as  derived  from  the  river 
amstel,  is  amsteldam,  i.  e.  the  dam  of  the  amstel,  which  is  the.' 
name  generally  given  to  it  lin  authentic  records.  From  its  earlieft  begin¬ 
ning  they  reckon  about  400  years  j  and  2  70  from  its  being  inclofed  with- 
walls.  It  was  not  till  the  year  1570,  that  the  dutch  began  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  their  prodigious  riches  and  naval  ftrength.  About  20  years 
before  this  time  they  were  provoked  by  the  oppreffive  meafures  of  Ro¬ 
mish  bigotry,  to  fhake  off  the  Spanish  yoke,  and  adopt  the  doctrine  of 
CALVIN.  The  SPANIARDS  exerted  themfelves,  upon  this  occafion,  upon 
religious,  as  well  as  political  principles  j  but  it  was  not  in  their  power  tc^ 
render  that  confederacy  abortive,  which  at  length  united  the  feven  pro¬ 
vinces,  and,  forming  a  powerful  republic,  gave  a  juft  occafion  to  this‘ 
motto;  “  Concordia  resparvse  crefcunt.” 

About  the  year  1600,  the  love  of  liberty  and  gain  occafioned  fuch  a- 
conflux  of  people,  that  the  walls  of  the  city  were  extended;-  fince  that 
time  they  have  had  further  enlargements,  the  whole  now  making  about 
three  leagues  in  circumference.  Her  greateft  ftrengtli  is  in  the  difficulty 
of  accefs  both  by  fea*  and  land ;  yet  have  not  the  numerous  fholes,  which 
render  the  entrance  of  the  texel  fo  difficult,  obftrudted  the  progrefs  of 
her  commerce.  One  ftriking  proof  of  oeconomy  is  very  obvious,  even  in- 
the  fortifications  of  this  city ;  for  the  baftions,  which  are  very  numerouSj', 
have  each  a  windmill  on  them,. 
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The  hr^ets  ^re,  for  the  moft  part,  extremely  clean  j  .but  except  thofe 
which  have  canals,  much  too -narrow  for  beauty  or  convenience.  They 
are  rendered  the  lefs  difagreeable,  as  the.  hired  coaches  are  fet  on  fledges, 
drawn  by  one  horfe,  which  do  not  greatly  incommode  paflengers.  Mer¬ 
chandize  is  alfo  drawn  on  fledges.  Thefe  are  not  only  the  mofl;  conve¬ 
nient  vehicles  for  the  inhabitants,  and  their  trade,  but  alfo  calculated  to 
preferve  their  houfes,  which  being  built  on  piles,  might,  in  a  length  of 
time,  be  much  damaged  in  their  foundations  by  means  of  a  great  number 
of  wheel- carriages.  The  coaches  of  gentlemen  are  hovv^ever  for  the  mofl; 
part  fet  on  wheels  j  but  they  pay  a  confiderable  tax  for  this  liberty.  The 
principal  flreets,  or  rather  quays  of  the  canals  are  agreeable,  particularly 
the  KEYZAR GRAFT  and  HEEREGRAFT,  which  are  planted  on  each  flde 
with  trees ;  but  the  canals  fometimes  throw  up  a  very  ofFenflve  flench. 
The  people  are  not  at  a  lofs  how  to  account  for  this  inconveniency :  fome- 
thing  is  owing  to  nature  j  but  it  is  apparent,  that  the  difcipline  of  the 
flate  is  relaxed  by  the  canals  not  being  kept  fo  clean  as  the  regulations  re¬ 
quire  :  thefe  canals,  in  fome  parts,  are  of  a  confiderable  breadth. 

% 

The  houfes  in  Amsterdam  are  rather  neat  than  elegant,  or  commo¬ 
dious  :  the  nature  of  the  climate  renders  it  neceflary  to  wafli  them  often ; 
but  the  greatefl  part  of  the  people  cany  their  cleanlinefs  in  this  way  fo  far, 
as  hardly  to  aflbrd  themfelves  time  for  the  neceflary  care  of  their  perfons. 
The  fame  humour  prevails  amongfl  them,  as  with  fome  of  middling  for¬ 
tunes  Jn  ENGLAND;  they  fhut  themfelves  out  of  their  own  houfes,  by 
keeping  the  mofl  ufeful  and  agreeable  apartment  for  the  entertainment  of 
their  friends  on  particular  occafions,  that  is,  for  vanity. 

The  entrance  of  their  houfes  is  generally  by  flairs  four  or  five  feet 
from  the  ground,  and  the  paflage  into  the  rooms,  which  run  very 
deep,  is  floored  and  panneled  with  marble,  which  has  an  air  of  grandeur 
in  miniature.  They  have  much  neat,  and  fome  rich  furniture ;  but  it 
does  not  feem  to  be  the  effed:  of  a  luxurious  and  expenfive  tafle,  fo  much 
as  the  obfervance  of  an  antient  cuflom  of  neatnefs  and  elegance.  At  the 
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worfl  it  may  plead  its  being  lefs  dangerous  to  a  flate,  than  the  conftant 
cxpence  of  a  table,  equipage,  oramufementj  and  thefe  are  not  counte¬ 
nanced  in  AMSTERDAM  in  any  remarkable  degree. 

This  city  is  generally  efleemed  one  third  as  populous  as  London  andi 
PARIS.  They  reckon  within  the  walk,  twenty- fix  thoufand  five  hundred- 
houfes,  and  about  two  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  inhabitants :  the  fub^ 
urbs,  though  fmall,  muff  add  to  this  number. 

The  grand  rendezvous  of  the  merchants  of  this  metropolis,  as  in  other" 
great  trading  cities,  is  the  exchange,  which  was  finifhed  in  1613.  The- 
interior  part  is  250  feet  long,  and  140  broad;  but  much  mferior  in  ar- 
chitedure  and  embellifliment  to  that' of  London.  It  is  fupported  by  forty- 
fix  pillars,  which  are  marked  with  numbers ;  and  the  merchants  take  their 
hands  near  particular  pillars,  to  be  found  the  more  eafily.  The  city  of 
AMSTERDAM  is  guarded  by  a  militia,  as  the  fafeh  and  mod  proper  defence 
of  their  wealth  and  liberty ;  thefe  are  all  burghers,  and  confequently  no- 
objeds  of  jealoufy,  nor  do  they  caufe  any  confiderable  expence. 

With  regard  to  the  feveral  religions  of  the  inhabitants;  here  is 
great  freedom,  fo  long  as  the  priefts  avoid  difturbing  the  repofe  of  the. 
date.  The  edablifhed  faith  is  that  of  Calvin,  for.  which  there  are 
eleven  churches  for  the  dutch,  one  for  the  English,  two  for  the 
GERMANS,  and  two  for  the  french.  The  roman  catholics  are  faid  to 
have  near  thirty  places  of  woidhip,  of  which  fome  are  chapels,  and  o- 
thers,  apartments  in  houfes  fitted  for  that  purpofe.  Befides  thefe,  there 
are  LUTHERANS  and  anabaptists  :  the  jews  alfo  are  in  no  fmall 
number,  and  have  their  fynagogues  as  in  London.  But  of  all  thefe  diffe¬ 
rent  religions,  none  but  the  calvinists  are  allowed  the  ufe  of  bells. 
The  dates  very  cautioufly  preferve  their  fupremacy,  by  invalidating  all 
marriages  not  made  according  to  the  rites  of  the  edablifhed  church,  unlefs  • 
the  parties  drd  engage  themfelves  in  form  before  the  civil  magidrate ;  and 
when  that  is  done,  they  may  perform  the  ceremonies  of  their  refpedive: 
religions  as  they  think  proper. 
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Nothing  adds  more  to  the  beauty  of  this  city,  ^as  well  as  of  the  coun¬ 
try  in  general,  than  the  plantations  of  trees  for  the  public  ufe  and  plea- 
fure  j  an  inclination  which  feems  to  prevail  very  much,  and  is  highly 
worthy  of  imitation.  In  England  things  of  this  fort  are  often  done ; 
but  more  for  private  gratification,  than  the  general  delight  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  j  fo  that  the  lower  clafles  are  the  more  apt  to  crowd  to  gardens, 
where  they  pay  their  money,  wafie  their  time,  and  fometimes  debauch 
themfelves  with  excefles.  We  may  obferve  however,  to  the  honour  of 
GREAT  BRITAIN,  that  within  thefe  thirty  yeai's,  great  improvements  have 
been  made  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom  :  works  of  this  nature  for  the 
public  recreation  are  certainly  worthy  of  the  bell  citizens,  the  moR 
zealous  patriots,  and  greatefl  princes. 

The  DUTCH  are  diftinguilhed  for  the  number  and  oeconomy  of  their 
ufeful  charities,  which  feem  to  exceed  thofe  of  England  ;  not  in  extent ; 
•for,  in  beneficence,  the  English  have  hardly  any  bounds,  as  if  they 
•meant  in  good  earnefl;  to  “  cover  a  multitude  of  fins;  but  in  regard  to 
difcipline  and  wholefome  feverity,  we  have  not  fupported  it  fo  well  as 
the  dutch,  who  make  all  their  poor  perform  fome  ufeful  labour.  It 
does  not  indeed  feem  poflible  to  engage  the  lowefl;  fort  of  the  people,  of 
Any  nation,  to  work  from  a  mere  fenfe  of  duty.  If  they  are  left  to  their 
choice,  or  the  materials  of  labour  withheld  from  them,  can  it  be  ex¬ 
pelled  they  will  work  ?  But  if  the  make  and  conftitution  of  man  renders  la¬ 
bour  necefiary  to  his  fupporti  I  prefume  it  follows,  that  he  who  can  work, 
and  WILL  not,  fhould  not  have  food  given  him.  Charities  founded  on 
principles  not  conliftent  with  this  rule,  infiead  of  drawing  down  blefiings, 
produce  calamities,  as  is  often  experienced. 

f  With  regard  to  their  dykes,  the  dutch  have  made  vaR  improvements 
fince  the  year  when  the  worms  made  great  havock  in  their  piles :  they 
^  HOW  line  many  of  their  Riores  with  very  large  Rones,  and  have  carried 

•*  For  inftance,  St.  james’s  park  contributes  greatly  to  the  health  and  pleafure  of  the  inhabitants  of 
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this  work  on  with  great  fuccefs.  I  obferved  the  dyke**  to  the  zuyder-^^ 
SEA  is  raifed  about  fixteen  feet  perpendicular,  and  goes  off  upon  an  eafy 
decline.  The  ftones  are  regularly  laid,  and  form  an  excellent  defence  a« 
gainft  the  water.  They  bring  thefe  ftones  from  Norway  :  the  govern¬ 
ment  pays  feven  guilders  a  ton  for  any  quantity  that  is  brought  5  fo  that 
when  mafters  have  ho  better  employment  for  their  veftels,  they  make  a 
voyage  to  Norway  for  this  purpofe.  The  work  intended  to  be  corn- 
pleated  in  this  manner,  is  of  fuch  extent,  as  may  yet  require  the  labour 
of  eight  or  ten  years  :  it  will,  to  all  appearance,  be  not  only  a  great  faving, 
but  alfo  a  fecurity  to  the  ftate.  The  dykes  towards  the  north  fea  are 
faid  to  be  more  lofty,  and  not  to  be  fupported  but  with  piles  at  a  great 
expence. 

'Even  a  dreadful  vulcano  cannot  render  the  fituation  of  the  neighbouring 
inhabitants  fo  precarious,  as  that  of  the  du  tch  from  the  nature  of  their  coun¬ 
try.  By  great  fkill  and  induftry  they  have  indeed  given  laws  to  the  ocean ; 
-but  it  has,  upon  fome  occafions,  paft  its  bounds,  and  exhibited  a  lively 
picture  of  that  deluge,  in  which  the  whole  race  of  mankind  was  once 
involved,  a  fingle  family  excepted.  In  1 530  a  great  part  of  Zealand  was 
overflown  :  in  1568  no  lefs  than  feventy-two  villages  on  the  coaftsof  Hol¬ 
land  and  FRIEZLAND  were  fwallowed  up,  and  near  twenty  thoufand 
people  perifhed.  Thofe  who  efcaped  on  trees  and  rifing  grounds,  after  fuffer- 
ing  much  with  hunger,  were  relieved  by  the  care  of  the  magiftrates.  The 
inundation  of  November  1665,  drove  in  the  fea  with  violence  hardly  to 
be  conceived ;  it  broke  down  the  dyke  of  muydenberg,  and  laid  the 
whole  country  round  naarden,  and  many  places  in  the  province  of 
UTRECHT  under  water.  The  dyke  between  Amsterdam  and  haer- 
LEM  was  alfo  broke,  and  many  others,  too  tedious  to  enumerate.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  great  mifchiefs,  the  ftorms  no  fooner  ceafed,  than  the 
induftry  of  the  inhabitants  repaired,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  havock  created 
by  them. 


**  As  this  word  in  English  fignifies  a  very  different  thing  from  the  fcnfe  in  which  it  is  ufed  here,  it 
may  eafily  deceive  thofe  who  have  not  feen  the  dykes  in  Holland  j  the  dutch  call  it  diik,  which 
jiroperly  fignifies  a  bank.  «  Thirteen  {hillings. 
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The  accidents  which  are  common  to  a  hat  country  in  being  overflowed 
with  water  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  do  not  feem  to  be  much  regard¬ 
ed  here,  as  provifion  is  made  againft  them  by  houfing  their  cattle.  Thefe 
alfo  render  their  meadow- lands  the  more  fertile ;  and  when  the  waters  are 
frozen,  which  generally  happens  in  the  winter  feafon,  it  furniflies  them 
the  amufement  of  fkeiting.  What  contributes  alfo  to  the  fafety  of  this 
country  is,  that  they  can  lay  it  under  water  when  they  pleafe ;  yet  does 
not  this  prevent  the  terrors  of  the  people  in  regard  to  french  armies, 
much  lefs  render  it  healthy  or  agreeable. 

The  province  of  Holland  is  faid  to  pay  half  the  tax  of  the  whole 
feven,  and  Amsterdam  half^  of  the  province  of  Holland  ^  from 
whence  one  muft  conclude,  that  there  are  immenfe  riches  in  Amster¬ 
dam,  or  no  great  wealth  in  the  feven  provinces.  The  revenues  of  Am¬ 
sterdam  are  reported  to  be  a  million  fieri  in  g  j  and  confequentl'y  the 
whole  mufl  be  four  millions  3  which,  I  apprehend,  greatly  exceeds  the  rea¬ 
lity,  or  it  is  meant  only  in  time  of  war.  Sir  william  temple  efli- 
mates  their  ordinary  revenues  in  his  time  at  twenty-one  millions  of 
guilders  but  he  fays  the  revenues  of  the  province  of  Holland,  includ¬ 
ing  AMSTERDAM,  wcre  REPORTED  to  be  One  million  fix  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  which  brings  the  whole  to  three  millions  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds :  mofl  calculators  have  made  it  three  millions  j  but  as 
things  are  circumflanced  at  prefent,  we  mufl  not,  I  think,  compute  k 
‘  above  two  millions  of  English  money. 

In  1665  they  raifed  40  millions  of  guilders  and  of  thefe,  the  province 
of  HOLLAND  only,  paid  twenty-two  millions;  which  is  nearly  correfpondent 
with  the  account  they  now  give  of  the  proportion  this  province  bears  to 
all  the  others,  as  already  mentioned. 

It  may  be  worth  the  enquiry  of  the  curious,  how  vaflly  die  taxes  in 
the  united  provinces  exceed  thofe  of  great  Britain,  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  inhabitants.  They  generally  calculate  two  millions  ^  of 

*  Some  call  it  three-eighths  j  but  I  believe  half  is  neareft  the  truth.  '  i  ,9x0,000!  ^  ^,8zo,opo  I. 

s  The  DUTCH  fay  there  are  not  above  80,000  inhabitants  in  all  Zealand  and  a  million  in  Hol¬ 
land  ;  fo  that  the  other  five  provinces  have  9x0,000. 
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people  in  the  united  provinces;  and  two  millions  at  the  loweft  com^ 
putation  are  annually  paid  in  taxes:  now  as  we  compute  eight  millions 
of  people,  if  we  were  to  pay  in  proportion,  our  taxes  fliould  be  eight  mil- 
L’ons  5  but  I  believe  they  are  not  fix.  The  united  provinces  arc 
reckoned  to  contain  only  7500  fquare  miles;  whereas  England  has 
49,450  fquare  miles;  confequently  thefe  provinces  are  fix  times  as  po¬ 
pulous  as  ENGLAND.  How  induflry  fiourifhes  among  them  is  apparent, 
even  if  they  pay  but  two  millions  ;  fince  confidering  the  goodnefs,  and  ex¬ 
tent  of  our  country,  and  the  barrennefs  of  theirs,  we  may  fuppofe  our- 
felves  capable  of  paying  fix  times  as  much  in  taxes  as  they;  whereas  we 
pay  but  three  times,  as  above-mentioned.  The  truth  is,  they  acquire  riches 
by  the  fea  in  a  double  capacity,  that  is,  by  commerce  and  fifhery";  and  we 
may  conclude,  from  this  general  view,  of  what  great  confequence  their  filh« 
ing  is  to  them,  of  which  I  fhall  make  further  mention  in  its  place. 


CHAP,  XLVL 

An  account  of  the  trade  of  the  united  provinces.  A  Jhort  defeription 
of  the  fladt-houfe,  Ohfervatiofis  on  the  bank  of  Amsterdam,  compared 
'with  that  of  London. 

F''R0M  the  confideration  of  the  revenues  of  thefe  provinces,  the  mod: 

familiar  tranfition  is  to  their  trade ;  and  here  we  find  numerous 
caufes  coinciding  to  raife  the  commerce  of  this  country  to  fo  prodigious  a 
height.  The  original  of  this  is  fo  familiar  to  mod:  perfons,  as  to  need 
very  little  animadverdon.  Sir  william  temple  mentions  the  fub- 
je£t  in  thefe  terms  :  ‘‘  Holland  has  not  grown  rich  by  any  native  com- 
“  modifies,  but  by  force  of  induflry,  by  improvement  and  manufaflure  of 
“  all  foreign  growths,  by  being  the  general  magazine  of  Europe,  and 
furnifhing  all  parts  with  whatever  the  market  wants,  or  invites,  and  by 
their  feamen  being,  as  they  have  properly  been  called,  the  common  car- 
“  riers  of  the  world.’* 

The  trade  of  this  city  was  raided  chiefly  on  the  ruins  of  Antwerp,  once 
the  miflrefs  of  the  commercial  world,  till  the  fiery  zeal  of  priefls,  and  the  in- 
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Iblence  of  military  authority,  trampled  equally  upon  the  laws  of  juftice 
and  humanity;  and,  laftly,  upon  commerce,  the  fupport  of  nations.  To¬ 
wards  the  clofe  of  the  i6thcentmy,  the  portugueze  alfo,  from  being 
the  greateft  traders  to  the  east,  their  commerce  began  to  decline ;  which 
gave  the  more  room  to  this  new  colony  of  merchants,  who  had  many  of 
the  requilites  to  carry  trade  to  its  higheft  pitch,  though  their  country  doe3 
not  produce  ong  hngle  material  for  building  Ihips. 

The  fame-  reafons  which  I  have  affigned  for  the  decline  of  the  trade  of 
HAMBURG,  may  alfo  be  given  for  theprefent  diminution  of  the  commerce, 
of  the  united  provinces;  for  in  proportion  to  the  flow  in  fome  coun¬ 
tries,  it  is  likely  to  ebb  in  others* .  But  to  thefe  reafons  we  may  alfo  add,, 
that  the  increafe  of  riches  in  the  united  provinces  has  contributed 
to  a  corruption  of  manners  among  the  people,  and  flackened  the  reins  of 
that  difcipline  by  which  they  acquired  their  wealth.  According  to  Sir 
WILLIAM  TEMPLE,  the  DUTCH  had  but  little  foreign  trade,  except  that 
to  the  INDIES,  till  1670  ;,  and,  in  few  years  after  this  time,  the  fame  au¬ 
thor  obferves,  that  they  began  to  indulge  in  an  expenflve  way  of  life, 
which  made  their  rulers  think,  that  fumptuary  laws  were  neceflary.. 

But  to  confider  things  as  they  yet  Hand;  Amsterdam  is  a  pro¬ 
digious  magazine  of  timber,  corn,  wine,  and  many  other  commodities 
of  foreign  EUROPEAN  production.  The  inhabitants  excel  in  dying,  fugar- 
baking,  bleaching  of  linnen  and  wax,  manufacturing  of  paper  and  fail- 
cloth,  with-  no  inconfiderable  quantity  of  fllk  and  wool.  Their  whale- 
flfliery  generally  produces  great  riches,  and  their  east-india  trade  is  of 
the  highefl  importance  to  them  both  in  europe  and  asia  the  article 
of  fpices  only  is  a  mine  of  gold,  which  they  have  preferved  with  more 
care  and  affiduity,  than  if  it  had  Been  really  fuch.  Here  are  alfo  great 
repofitories  of  gold  and  filver,  precious  ftones  and  choice  drugs,^  from 
different-parts  of  the  world.. 

In  regard ‘tG  the  balance  of  trade  between  great  Britain  and  the 
UxNTTED  provinces,  the  linncns,  flax,  fail-cloth,  tiles,  juniper-berries, 
&c.  which  this  nation  takes  of  the  dutch,  much  exceed  in  value 

tlic 


CFrap.XLVI.  AND  BANK  OF  AMSTERDAIVT.  301 

the  lead,  tin,  tobacco  and  coals,  which  they  take  of  the  British  fub^ 
jed:s.  f  j 

I  muft  not  forget  that  their  herring  fidiery^Is  a  fource  of  riches,  as  it 
employs  fo  great  a  number  of  hands  Perfons  of  every  age  and  deno¬ 
mination  delight  in  this  fort  of  food  :  there  is  hardly  a  family  in  the 
UNITED  PROVINCES  but  confumes  a  barrel.  The  quantities  which  they 
fend  to  foreign  markets  and  convert  into  money,  is  alfb  an  objedl  of 
feme  confequence  :  in  whatever  light  we  confider  this  fifhery,  it  is 
of  the  greatefe  value  to  them.  One  would  imagine  that  the  happy 
iituation  of  the  British  fubjeds"  rendered  this  trade  unnecelfary  5  at 
lead:  I  do  not  find  that  they  ever  did  enjoy  it  in  any  condderable  de¬ 
gree.  King  JAMES  I.  had  this  bulinefs  under . condderation,  as  appears 
by  the  embaffador  carlton’s  letter,  dated  February  1618,  from  the 
HAGUE,^  wliich  gives  us  an  idea  how  things  were  circumftanced  at  that 
time.  As  the  British  nation  is  now  making  frelh  endeavours  to  efeablifli 
this  filhery,  I  will  venture  to  infert  the  following  fhort  extra(51:  of  the  letter, 
above-mentioned,  viz. 

‘‘  I  find  likewife  in  the  manner  of  proceeding,  that  treating  by  way  of 
“  propofition  here,  nothing  can  be  expedled  but  their  wonted  dilatory  and: 
“  evafive  anfwers;  their  manner  being  to  refer  fuch  propodtioHS  from- 
‘‘  the  states  general  to  the  states  of-  Holland.  The  states 
OF  HOLLAND  take  advice  of  a  certain  council,  redding  at  delft, 
which  they  call  the  council  of  fishery.  From  them  fucli  an  an- 
“  fwer  commonly  comes,  as  may  be  expedted  from  fuch  an  oracle.  The 
way  •  therefore  (under  corredion)  to  efted  your  majedy’s  intent,  is  to 
“  begin  with  the  dfhers  themfelves,  by  publidiing  againft  the  time  of  their 
“  going  out,  your  refolution  at  what  diftance  you  will  permit  them  to 
“  dfh,  whereby  they  will  have  recourfe  to  their  council  of  fishery 
“  that  council  to  the  states  of  Holland,  and  thofe  of  Holland  to 

In  f6oi  they  had  1500  buires,  of  twenty  five  to  thirty  tons,  with  a  great  number  of  fmall  vel- 
fcls.  In  i6iSit'  was  reprefented  to  king  james,  that  the  dutch  employed  3000  fliips  and  boats, 
and  15,000  men  in  this  fifhery.  Their  barrels  ufually- weigh  three  hundred  weight,  containing  each 
about  1 000  herrings.  It  is  alfo  worth  bbfervihg,  that' the  fre'N'ch,  of  late- years,  have  made-a  prodi¬ 
gious  progrefs  in  the  herring- filliery  near  the  English  coaft. 

the 
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the  STATES  GENERAL,  v/lio  then,  in  place  of  being  fought  unto, 
“  will,  for  contentment  of  their  fubjedts,  feek  unto  your  majefty 

In  the  time  of  king  Charles  II.  we  alfo  find  great  refentments  of  the 
condudl  of  the  dutch  towards  the  English  nation  5  the  latter  com¬ 
plaining  at  the  fame  time  of  their  own  indolence  v/ith  regard  to  the  her¬ 
ring  fifhery.  The  learned  selden  maintained  the  argument  of  our  exclu- 
five  right  to  fifii,  in  a  treatife  intitled,  mare  clausum;  whilft  gro- 
Tius,  in  behalf  of  the  dutch,  pleads  for  a  mare  liberum:  which  of 
the  two  is  right,  is  not  my  bufmefs  at  prefent  to  enquire. 

It  was  long  imagined  that  the  British  nation  declined  all  attempts 
on  this  fifiiery  from  a  particular  defire  of  fliewing  the  highefi:  regard  to 
her  good  friends  and  allies  the  dutch  j  but  whatever  their  virtues  are, 
or  OUR  fingular  obligations  to  them,  they  muft  be  fenfible  either  of  our 
folly  in  fubmitting,  our  incapacity  of  hindering,  or  our  juftice  in  acqui- 
efcing.  The  Hollanders  depend  fo  much  on  fifh  for  their  fupport,  that 
it  would  feem  a  fyftem  of  politics  grating  to  humanity,  to  ufe  the  means 
which  providence  has  put  in  our  hands,  to  prevent  their  drawing  fuch 
fupplies  from  the  fea ;  but  we  are  alfo  led  by  no  lefs  a  motive  than  felf- 
prefervation,  and  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  own  poor,  to  provide  for  the 
means  of  their  fupport. 

It  is  doubted  by  fome,  whether  the  eredtion  of  workhoufes,  without 
finding  new  work  for  the  poor,  will  fully  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the 
nation ;  but  nothing  call  be  more  evident  than  that  the  fifhery,  fuppo- 
fing  it  fucceeds,  will  produce  an  increafe  in  our  (hipping,  an  additional 
manufadlory  in  nets,  and  in  general  an  employment  entirely  new,  and  of 
fuch  an  extent,  as  may  in  time  take  in  a  great  number  of  the  poor  of 
'  great  BRITAIN,  men,  women  and  children,  old  and  young;  for  they 
can  all  perform  fome  part  or  other.  It  ought,  to  be  prefumed  that  the 
gentlemen  who  have  undertaken  the  care  of  this  fifliery,  will  endeavour 
to  furprize  the  nation  with  the  fuccefs,  anfwer  the  good  intention  of  the 
legifiature,  and  convince  the  world  that  conflancy  and  perfeverance  can 
do  any  thing  except  miracles.  We  fhould  like  wife  confider,  that  this 

fifhery. 
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fifhery,  which  is  properly  British,  ought  to  be  employed  to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  GREAT  BRITAIN,  if  it  is  pradicablc,  as  I  prefume  it  is.  It 
is  at  lead  well  deferving  the  attention  fhewn  it,  o^id  the  event  can  be  known, 
only  by  time.  There  feems  to  be  no  contradiction  in  the  nature  of  the 
thing  why  it  fliould  not  do  3  and  if  we  determine  under  providence  that 
it  iliall  fucceed,  more  than  half  the  event  is  fecured. 

To  return  to  what  more  immediately  concerns  the  dutch  3  pafling 
over  the  y  ^  to  sardam  I  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  what  vaft 
labour  they  execute  by  means  of  windmills.  Here  they  faw  timber 
at  a  very  eafy  rate  %  which  occalions  their  building  fliips  cheaper  than 
in  other  parts.  They  grind  woods,  and  other  materials  for  dyeing,  make 
gunpowder,  and  paper,  of  which  here  are  the  bed  manufactories  of  any 
in  HOLLAND.  Thefe  mills  are  employed  in  many  other  ufes.  This  work 
is  performed  by  very  few  hands,  and  the  women  are  employed  as  well 
as  the  men  5  which  gives  one  a  drong  idea  of  that  indudiy  and  oeconomy 
from  whence  the  riches  of  the  united  provinces  arife.  There  are  o- 
ther  fcenes  where  the  people  are  not  lefs  aCtive.  Many  of  thefe  wind¬ 
mills  cod  confide rable  fums  of  money,  the  foundation  of  them  being 
made  in  a  very  expenfive  manner,  as  the  ground  is  little  better  than  a 
marfh. 

Of  all  the  public  buildings  in  Amsterdam,  either  for  ufe  or  orna¬ 
ment,  the  town  houfe  ^  is  the  mod  didinguilhed  :  the  foundations  of  it 
were  laid  in  1648,  and  in  feven  years  the  building  was  fo  far  advanced, 
that  the  magidrates  took  their  feats  in  it.  The  latin  infcription  on  a 
black  marble  pededal,  the  reprefentation  of  which  conditutes  part  of  the 
fubjeCf  of  a  relievo,  is  to  this  purpofe  : 

The  united  provinces  of  the  low  countries,  after  having 
bravely  fupported  a  bloody  war  by  fea  and  land  in  every  region  of  the 

“  earth,  againd  the  three  philips,  mod  powerful  kings  of  spain, 

«  * 

*  Called  alfo  the  yi,  and  by  fome  the  ya,  about  five  miles  over.  The  proper  name  of  this 

place  issANDAin.  obferved  a  tree  of  eight  or  nine  inches  diameter  fawed  into  thirty  fix  boards, 

with  great  exadnefs.  ^  Stadt-houfe. 
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“  for  more  than  8o  years,  and  by  that  means  fecured  their  liberty,  and 
the  exercife  of  their  religion,  the  mod  honourable  burgomafters. 

“  Gerbrant  pancras, 

“  Jaques  de  graaf, 

“  Sybrant  valkenier,  .and 
“  Pieter  schaap. 

made  the  peace  in  their  magiftracy  in  1648,  their  fons  and  relations  lay- 
‘‘  ing  the  firft  flone  of  this  town  houfe,  the  4th  of  November  of  the  fame 
year.” 

The  dimenfions  of  this  building  are  282  feet  in  front,  232  deep,  and 
1 1 6  high,  exclufive  of  the  cupola.  It  cofi:  three  millions  of  guilders  % 
when  money  was  more  valuable  than  it  is  now  :  this  may  be  the  more 
eafily  reconciled,  if  we  confider  that  no  lefs  than  13,000  large  piles 
were  driven  to  make  a  foundation  for  this  ponderous  burthen.  Whe¬ 
ther  in  this  fum  they  include  all  the  plafonds,  and  other  paintings,  of 
which  here  are  fome  very  valuable,  is  not  effential  to  our  prefent  purpofe. 
Behind  the  feat  of  the  prehding  burgomafter  is  a  complimental  infcription 
in  DUTCH  verfe,  wrote  by  c.  huygens,  one  of  their  mod:  eminent  poets, 
which  feems  to  argue  the  fenfe  they  had  of  the  fecure  eftablidiment  of 
the  Hate  at  that  time. 

To  give  a  minute  defcription  of  this  edifice,  would  require  more  labour 
and  obfervation  than  I  had  inclination  or  leifure  to  beftow  on  it.  We 
may  confider  it  as  a  very  grand  and  ufeful  building,  but  not  elegant  nor 
agreeable.  It  contains  mod:  of  the  offices  and  tribunals,  for  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  laws,  in  the  feveral  branches  of  the  military  as  well  as  civil 
government. 

It  is  condantly  remarked  by  foreigners,  that  the  entrance  of  this  build¬ 
ing  is  very  mean,  and  not  worthy  the  other  parts  of  the  flrudture  j  the 
xeafon  afligned  for  this  is,  that  in  confulting  the  flrength  and  ufefulnefs 


*  300,000b 
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of  this  work,  the  archited:  piirpofcly  negleded  the  beauty  of  it.  Had 
the  doors  been  proportioned,  they  would  liave  been  more  fubjed  to  be 
forced,  upon  occafion  of  thofe  tumultuous  affemblies  of  the  people,  which 
are  not  unfrequent  in  this  country  ^  The  dadthoufe  Is  guarded  during 
the  night  by  a  body  of  the  burghers,  who  are  thus  charged  with  the  care 
of  the  great  refervoir  of  the  wealth  of  the  united  provinces.  In  the 
lower  apartments  of  this  building  is  the  bank,  in  which  are  fuppofed  to  be 
depofited  immenfe  treafures :  the  keys  of  them  are  depofited  in  the  hands 
of  the  four  regent  burgom afters.  Some  report  that  thefe  treafures  amount  to 
three  hundred  tuns  of  goldj  and  thofe  who  have  faith  enough  to  think  it 
true,  have  this  to  fay,  that  the  value  of  fo  much  gold  is  not  above  thirty  two 
millions  fterling ;  and  the  debt  of  the  united  provinces  is  yet  larger, 
as  I  lhall  have  occafton  to  mention  hereafter.  The  real  fum  here  depo- 
ftted,  is  perhaps  not  known  to  any  one  perfon  living  ;  and  even  the  com¬ 
putation  in  the  grofs,  except  fuch  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  is  kept 
as  an  impenetrable  fecret  5  and  no  doubt  there  are  many  good  reafons 
why  it  ought  to  be  fo 

The  notion  of  credit  fupports  a  great  part  of  the  commercial  in- 
tereft  of  mankind  j  as  it  had  its  original  foundation  in  reality,  the  buft- 
nefs  of  the  world  is  carried  on  by  means  of  it,  perhaps  as  w>ell  as  if  that 
reality  ftill  exifted.  How  long  this  faftiion  will  laft,  I  will  not  prefumc 
to  foretell,  probably  as  long  as  national  faith.  Banks  are  maintained  up¬ 
on  a  certain  principle  of  focial  confidence  j  perhaps  not  fo  much  from 
any  good  opinion  which  men  have  of  each  other’s  juftice,  as  from  a  mu¬ 
tual  tye  of  intereft,  and  to  prevent  that  diftrefs  which  might  follow,  ftiould 
the  knot  be  once  untyed. 

^  In  1^2,5  the  anabaptifts  formed  a  confpiracy,  and  600  men,  during  the  night,  forced  the  toun-  \ 
houfe.  A  burgher  took  the  precaution  to  cut  the  ropes  of  the  bells,  by  which  means  he  prevented  the 
alarm  from  fpreading  and  the  rebels  from  llrengthening  their  numbers ;  fo  that  the  next  day  they 
were  taken  in  the  town  houfe,  and  put  to  death.  In  1535  the  fanatics  raifed  another  commotion,  and 
ran  naked  into  the  flreets,  men  and  women,  intending  by  dreadful  cries  to  intimidate  the  inhabitants,  / 
and  feize  on  the  town-houfe ;  but  this  piece  of  extravagant  folly  ended  only  in  the  chaftifcment  of  fe-  I 
veral  of  the  promoters  of  it. 

8  They  fay  king  william  III.  was  once  queftioned  on  that  fubjed,  by  one  who  perhaps  was  not 
diftinguifhed  for  his  underftanding.  This  prince  anfwered,  “  Can  you  beep  a  fecret?’* 

VoL.  11.  ■  Qq  The 


3o6  of  the  trade  OF  THE  DUTCH,  Part  III. 

The  bank  of  Amsterdam  differs  very  much  from  that  of  London. 

In  the  firft  all  the  cafh  is  lodged  without  paying  any  interefl: ;  in  the 
laft,  as  great  fums  are  acknowledged  to  be  lent  to  the  government, 
which  pays  interefl;  5  that  interefl  is- again  paid  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
flock. 

As  the  bank  of  Amsterdam  receives  only  the  befl  and  purefl  coin 
or  bullion  j  the  bank-money,  as  properly  denominated,  bears  a  premi¬ 
um  of  four  or  five  per  cent,  more  than  the  current  money.  If  a  man  is 
defirous  to  realize  his  eflate,  he  fells  his  bank  money  for  current  mo¬ 
ney,  with  greater  facility  than  v/e  fell  bank  flock.  Here  they  make 
payments  after  the  manner  of  the  bank  of  Venice  \  viz.  by  transfer 
in  the  books  of  the  bank  from  the  credit  of  one  to  the  credit  of  another : 
thefe  transfers  are  made  by  the  perfonal  appearance  of  the  transferer  5  by 
his  order  for  which  there  are  printed  forms ;  or  by  virtue  of  his  power 
of  attorney.  No  coin  or  fpecie  whatfoever,  when  once  delivered  into 
the  bank,  is  paid  out  again,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  depofites,  where  the  identi¬ 
cal  gold  or  lilver  is  reclaimed  by  him  who  delivered  it  in,  and  for  that  - 
purpofe  he  has  a  permit,  renewable  every  fix  months,  otlierwife  to  be¬ 
come  invalid  j  in  the  lafl  cafe  the  calh  or  bullion  fo  delivered,  is  blended 
with  the  common  flock,  and  transferable  only  in  the  manner  already  men¬ 
tioned.  The  accounts  which  are  kept  by  •  the  bank  are  remarkably  regu¬ 
lar  and  true,  which  is  indeed  the  more  effential  as  here  are  no  bank-notes ; 
fo  that  the  merchant  or  other  creditor,  has  only  to  confer  occafionally,  in 
order  to  fee  that  his  accounts  agree  with  thofe  of  the  bank  books.  Tho" 
this  bank  pays  no  interefl,  yet  it  receives  interefl  for  the  fums  lent  to  the 
east  and  west  india  companies ;  fo  that  thefe  companies  trade,  in  fome 
meafure,  for  account  of  the  flate.  The  city  is  thus  connedled  wjdi  the 
bank,  as  being  fo  immediately  under  the  diredion  of  the  chief  burgo  maf- 
ters  5  fo  it  is  alfo  bound  for  the  lombard^,  where  monies  are  lent  on  the 
fecurity  of  all  kinds  of  merchandize  at  a  low  interefl. 

^  The  bank  of  Venice  is  the  more  antient  of  the  two,  and  probably  ferved  as  a  model  to  this  of 
AMSTERDAM.  ^Lembaert,  33  denominated  b/  the  dutch. 
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The  large  fums  of  money  which  have  been  lent  to  the  dutch  go- 
vernmen't,  are  intirely  independent  of  this  bank  j  the  revenues  of  the 
refpedtive  provinces  being  engaged  as  a  fecurity  for  fuch  fums,  and  for 
which  they  give  bonds.  Thefe  debts  have  been  made  into  a  Rock,  which 
bearing  a  reafonable  intereft,  was  at  firft  above  par ;  but  that  Rock  being 
taxed,  or  more  properly  the  intereR  reduced,  and  not  always  paid  in  a 
pundual  manner,  the  principal  is  fallen  under  par.  This  being  confidered 
as  a  kind  of  violation  of  national  faith,  neceRarily  finks  the  credit  of  the 
Rate. 

Though  the  public  intereR  in  great  Britain  is  alfo  reduced,  it  is 
not  felt  in  this  manner ;  on  the  contrary,  the  principal  Rock,  which  is  a 
token  of  great  property,  is  lately  much  encreafed  in  value ;  whilR  the 
DUTCH  are  obliged  to  fubmit,  not  only  to  the  reduction  of  intereR,  but  al¬ 
fo  to  the  diminution  of  the  value  of  the  principal. 

With  regard  to  the  government  of  ams'terdam,  the  fubjed  has  been 
exhauRedby  other  writers.  I  will  only  take  notice  that  there  are  twelve 
burgomaRers  who  change  by  rotation,  and  of  thefe,  four  are  regents  an¬ 
nually,  one  of  the  former  year  always  .remaining.  Proper  officers  are 
appointed  to  attend  thefe  burgomaRers,  who  are  in  moR  refpeds  of  very 
great  weight,  as  the  chief  diredors  in  this  popular  government.  As  the 
fenate  has  the  legillative,  the  burgomaRers  have,  for  the  moR  part,  the 
executive  power;  and  their  influence  is  necelTarily  the.caufe  of  their  being 
held  in  the  higheR  veneration.  The  original  frame  of  this  government,  ^ 
feems  to  have  been  founded  in  the  inclinations  of  the  common  people,  and 
their  rulers  eleded  by  their  fuffrage ;  but  as  liberty  in  low  minds  is  na¬ 
turally  apt  to  breed  licentioufnefs,  and  confequently  to  deRroy  itfelf;  it  was, 
in  procefs  of  time,  found  neceffary  to  confine  thofe  eledions  to  particu-  j 
lar  bodies ;  that  is  in  fad  for  the  magiRrates  to  chufe  themfelves  :  this  . 
alfo  has  produced  its  evils,  and  occafioned  jealoufles  and  tumults,  to  1 
which  we  may  add,  inRability,  and  confequently  the  infecurity  of  the  j 
Rate. 


Q  q  2 
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Before  I  take  my  leave  of  Amsterdam,  I  muft  obferve  to  the  honour' 
of  the  DUTCH,  that  as  they  acknowledge  themfelves  to  be  a  colony  of 
merchants  j  and  that  civil  government  is  eflential  to  trade ;  they  do  not 
think  the  civil  offices  contemptible ;  nor  do  perfons  of  high  rank,  from 
indolence,  or  a  falfe  delicacy,  decline  thefe  offices,  and  leave  them  to  the 
inferior  inhabitants.  It  might  be  wiflied  that  London,  whofe  chief  glory 
is  her  trade,  paid  the  fame  regard  to  the  offices  of  civil  oeconomy :  it  is 
true,  fome  of  the  moil  coniiderable  citizens  have  lately  taken  the  virtuous 
refolution  of  ferving  the  community  in  this  effential  point  and  it  may  be 
hoped  that  others  will  follow  their  example. 


CHAP.  XLVIL 

Comparifon  oj-  the  debt  of  the  -  vnited  provinces  with  that  of  great 
BRITAIN,  ^he  ftiiation  of-  British  fubjetis  in  regard  to  their  debt. 
Ihe  reduSiion  of  national  inter  eft.  Moral  reftediions  on  the  motives  to^ 
oeconomy. 

I^^ROM  the  confideration  of  the  enormous  debt  of  the  united  pro^ 

^  VINCES,  and  the  prefent  condition  of  the  dutch,  the  traniition  is- 
natural  to  that  of  my  own  country.  The  circumftances  of  great  bri?-  ’ 
TAIN  are  incomparably  better  than  thofe  of  the  united  provinces  j  the 
immoveable  eftate  of  the  latter  is  not  computed  one  fortieth  part  fo  good 
as  ours,  though  their  debt,  at  the  lowed  computation,,  is  faid  to  be  half 
as  great,  and  before  the  late  war  was  near  equal  It  is  remarkable  that, 
in  order  to  fave  their  money,  the  dutch  plead  poverty,  and  report  their 
debt  to  be  rather  greater,  than  fome  apprehend  it  really  to  be.  However, 

I  think  it  will  appear  to  the  inquifitive  world,  that  in  regard  to  venality, 
and  the  want  of  public  love,  the  people  of  the  uni  ted  provinces  exceed 
thofe' of  great  Britain.  Whether  I  am  partial  to  my  own  country, 
and  that  the  ted  of  this  opinion  will  depend  on  which  nation  falls  fird^, 
we  mud  leave  to  futurity. 

The  dangerous  power  exercifed  amongd  the  dutch,  was  demondrated 
by  the  condud  of  their  rulers  in  the  late  war,  and  again  by  the  occafional  tu^ 

*  Four  hundred  millions  of  florins,  or  near  forty  millions  fterling. 
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mults  of  the  common  people :  it  is  ftill  a  dangerous  exercife  of  power, 
whether  a  mob  or  a  maglftrate  governs  without  law  ?  But  in  any  cafe,  that 
date  would  haidly  fubmit  to  a  fpunge  without  a  civil  commotion :  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  wipe  off  their  debt  would  probably  involve  them  in  a  greater 
diftrefs,  than  the  heavy  contributions  of  the'  opulent,  which  are  necelTary 
for  the  relief  of  it. 


At  the  clofe  of  king  william’s  war  the  province  of  Holland  was' 
engaged  only  for  hxty  millions  of  guilders  ^  It  was  in  this  reign  that 
GREAT  BRITAIN  began  to  contradl  debts.  I  know  not  if  it  is  worth  the 
pains  to  examine,  how  we  came  to  be  fo  deep  in  debt,  unlpfs  that  enquiry 
can  diminilh  it :  perhaps  the  rapid  progrefs  .of  this  necessary  evil  is 
owing  to  the  ambition  of  the  houfe  of  bourbon,  which  has  been  the  oc- 
cahon  of  expenfive  wars.  We  know  that  the  ambition  of  that  very  houfe 
has  involved  France  in  the  fame  difficulty,  perhaps  in  no  lefs  a  degree  ;; 
whilft  property  in  an  arbitrary  government  cannot  be  fo  fecure  as  it  is  in 
a  free  ftate :  confequently  the  people  of  France  are  fo  far  in  a  worfe  con¬ 
dition,  in  refpe(5t  to  the  debt  of  their  government,  than  the  British  fiib- 
jedls.  But  may  we  impute  this  accident  with  regard  to  ourfelves,  to  the  fa¬ 
cility  with  which  neceffities  or  expences  are  created,  when  men  know 
where  there  is  a  fund  to  fupply  them  ^  or  to  a  corruption  of  manners,  and  the 
profufe  luxuries,  which  are  become  faffiionable  ?  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  mud: 
be  obvious  to  every  difpaffionate  enquirer,  that  the  encreafe  of  property  by 
trade,  is  a  concomitant  caufe  of  the.  encreafe  of  the  national  debt  in  great 

BRITAIN.. 

We  find'  politicar  writers  differ  very  much  in  their  fentiments  j  fcnd, 
from  the  comparifon  of  the  pafl  and  prefent  times,  draw  very  different 
eonclufions ;  this  mufl:  neceflarily  happen,  whenever  we  compare  things, 
which  are  not  the  proper  objedl  of  comparifon.  It  is  very  plain,  that,  before 
the  revolution,,  the  British  nation  was  not  incumbered  with  a  debt :  it 
is  now  deeply  immerged,  and  engaged  to  pay  a  very  large  fum  annually  in 
intereft  5  and  yet,  I  hope,  no  one  will  doubt,  that  great  Britain  is 
at  leafl  as  rich  and  powerful’  a  nation  now  as  it  was  then.  Tlie  oeconomy 
of  the  flate  and  of  the  people  mufl  confequently  have  taken  a  very  diife- 

600,000  1. 
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rent  turn.  Our  wars  have  been  more  expenfive,  becaufe  honefty  and 
•national  love  have  been  lefs  in  faflrion^  Perhaps,  with  more  oecono- 
my,  we  might  have  faved  a  confiderable  quantity  of  coin  and  bullion, 
which  have  been  fent  out  of  the  nation  :  but  all  this  time  it  ought  to  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  fuch  coin  and  bullion  is  but  a  fmall  part  of  our  riches.  I 
know  not  what  computation  is  made  of  the  export  of  it  on  the  account  of 
war  5  but  I  queftion  if  the  whole  value  of  the  coin  and  bullion  now  in  the 
nation  amounts  to  four  per  cent  on  our  national  flock. 

Wars,  though  they  are  the  chaftifements  of  heaven,  are  alfo  great  in- 
•centives  to  indudry,  and  create  a  more  diffufive  circulation  of  money. 
The  fame  indudry  and  circulation,  are,  among  others,  great  caufes  of  the  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  our  national  debt ;  and  this  debt  has  alfo  created  a  more  ex- 
tenfive  accumulation  of  property  ^ :  thefe  feem  to  have  adted  reciprocally 
on  each  others  whild  the  nation,  as  I  jud  obferved,  has  certainly  acquired 
a  great  encreafe  in  riches  by  the  general  balance  of  her  trade. 

Hence  it  arifes  that  fo  much  money  is  brought  to  market  to  be  difpofed 
of  to  the  government  upon  very  eafy  terms.  Nothing  can  be  plainer  than 
this,  that  if  we  were  to  lofe  upon  the  general  balance  of  our  commerce, 
money  would  rife  in  value  in  proportion  to  fuch  lofs.  But  all  things  have 
their  bounds :  the  very  encreafe  of  private  property  would  render  the  con- 
'dition  of  the  nation  the  more  calamitous,  fhould  the  legidature,  which 
may  be  conddered  as  the  great  merchant  of  the  date,  enter  into  fuch  deep 
engagements  as  to  become  bankrupt :  for  if  the  government  lives  upon  the 
principal,  without  dxing  certain  bounds,  it  will  not  dgnify  that  the  people 
live  on  the  intered,  dnee  their  mutual  prefervation  is  infeparably  con- 
nedled. 

^  To  what  other  caufe  can  we  impute  our  wars  being  more  expenfive  now  than  they  were  former¬ 
ly  ?  The  value  of  things  is  not  increafed  beyond  the  proportion  of  the  increafe  of  riches.  As  we  are 
now  better  able  to  pay  a  tax  of  fix  millions,  than  formerly  of  three  or  four ;  if  that  which  coft  only 
three  or  four,  is  now  worth  fix,  there  is  no  greater  occafion  to  make  war  more  expenfive,  in  proportion 
■to  our  revenues,  now,  than  there  was  then :  unlefs  we  come  back  to  the  fame  argument,  that  the 
formidable  efforts  of  France  have  put  us  under  a  neceflity  of  preparing  greater  fleets  and  armies 
■than  formerly.  It  would  be  very  well  if  we  could  prove  from  thence,  that  the  public  is  treated  at  prefent 
with  as  great  refpeft  as  ever  it  was. 

E.  g.  If  the  government  buys  of  me  looel.  what  Ifliould  not  otherwife  have  fold  for  above  7  or 
800,  the  national  debt  is  increafed,  but  fo  is  my  property  alfo. 
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From  this  general  pofition  it  may  be  deduced,  that  although  the  pub¬ 
lic  debt  has  been  the  caufe  of  public  taxes,  yet  it  is  owing  alfo  to  the  fame 
caufe,  that  thoufands  have  lived  upon  the  intereft  of  their  money,  when 
they  mull  have  otherwife  encroached  upon  the  principal ;  and,  impoveri/h- 
ing  themfelves,  have  done  more  injury  to  the  date,  than  it  now  fuffers  by 
the  public  debt ;  becaufe  the  ftate  has  fo  enlarged  a  credit  beyond  any 
private  perfon. 

According  to  the  prefent  circumftances  of  things,  a  public  debt  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  a  benefit ;  but  ours  is  too  large  :  the  great  point  is  to  obferve 
the  due  meafure  and  degree  of  it.  Thirty  or  forty  millions  may  be  always 
convenient  i  and,  if  the  date  fliould  require  fo  much  in  time  of  war, 
even  fifty  or  fixty  millions  may  be  fupportable  without  danger  to  the  con— 
ditution.  There  is  a  certain  proportion  of  taxes,  beyond  which  the  in-  . 
habitants  will  not,  or  cannot  pay,  without  danger  to  their  liberty.  I£‘ 
our  debt  fliould  ever  exceed  a  fum,  for  which  the  government  cannot  pay 
a  PROPER  intered,  without  exacting  heavier  taxes,  than  fuch  as  we  are: 
fuppodng  to  be  confident  y  though  liberty  may  not  be  endangered  to  the;, 
prefent  generation,  yet  we  mud  entail  fuch  an  incumbrance  on  poderity,,. 
as  will  hardly  confid  with  their  freedom. 

The  BRITISH  nation  is  now  faid  to  owe  eighty  millions :  in  cafe  of  a 
war  this  may  be  enlarged  to  an  hundred,  or  an  hundred  and  twenty  mil¬ 
lions  i  the  intered  of  which,  though  at  three  and  half  per  cent,  is  four 
millions  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  So  vad  a  principal  fum  would 
necediirily  alarm  the  creditors  on  every  occadon  of  the  lead  danger.  In 
proportion  as  that  alarm  encreafed,  public  love  among  the  people  would 
be  changed  into  a  timorous  felf-love,  and  a  looking  out  each  for  him— 
felfi  and  the  date  might  thus  be  reduced  to  bankruptcy. 

The  prefent  reduction  of  intered  to  a  dandard  of  three  and  half  per 
cent,  feems  to  have  all  the  marks  of  a  judicious  and  equitable  policy  ^  but 
if  we  were  to  go  much  lower,  the  quedion  is,  if  the  date  would  not  dif¬ 
fer  more  by  the  didrefs  of  individuals,  than  benefit  by  a  faving  in  this 
manner }  Suppofing  a  further  redu<dion  fliould  no  ways  injure  the  national 

credit. 
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-credit,  yet  it  would  fall  too  hard  upon  thofe  who  have  no  other  poffible  de- 
pendance  than  that  of  national  intereft  j  confequently  expedients  of  a  more 
general  nature  feem  eligible.  Annuities  on  lives,  for  inflance,  have  been 
recommended  j  thefe  appear  better  for  the  date  than  the  people  5  and  yet 
numbers  would  accept  of  annuities  If  the  nation  has  patience  to  wait 
for  twenty  years, -  we  may  perhaps  fee  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  this 
debt  paid  off,  in  the  method  already  eftabliflied  j  perhaps  we  diall  be  able 
to  fupport  ourfelves  with  honour  and  fafety  in  fo  long  a  peace,  or  the 
accumulated  ftrength  of  our  neighbours  may  not,  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  render  it  necelfary  to  fwell  the  debt  as  great  as  it  was  before, 
and  entail  this  incumbrance  on  pofterity. 

•  Of  the  two  evils  however,  the  more  fpeedy  diminution  of  the  debt  appears 
the  mod  eligible,  fuppodng  that  it  would  tend  mod  to  the  fecurity  of  this 
vad  property.  It  is  not  a  fufficient  confolation  to  thofe  who  extend  their  views 
beyond  the  prefent  hour,  rior  yet  conddeht  with  the  dignity  of  the  nation 
to  fay,  “  that  fo  long  as  the  government  exids,  the  public  fecurity  of  the 
“  funds  will  be  fupported.’’  Asli  commercial  nation,  we  ought  to  calculate 
better,  than  to  run  a  riik  greatly  exceeding  all  the  advantages  we  can 
poflibly  propofe.  This  is  putting  the  thing  upon  a  dangerous  and  fal¬ 
lacious  iffue  j  for  it  feems  much  lefs  didicult  to  imagine  a  continuance 
of  the  independency  of  the  nation,  through  the  viciditudes  to  which  it 
is  fubjccl ;  than  of  the  fupport  of  the  public  credit,  through  the  necedities 
to  which  the  government  may  be  reduced ;  efpecially  if  we  diould  be 
foon  involved  in  another  formidable  war,  that  may  fhake  the  foundations 
of  this  conditution. 

Though  GREAT  BRITAIN  has  jud  grounds  to  complain  of  her  vices 
and  immoralities,  there  feems  to  be  religion  and  virtue  enough  left  in  the 
idandj  to  create  a  fubmidion  to  the  difpenfations  of  providence,  even  in 
a  cafe  fo  diocking,  as  that  of  plunging  eighteen  or  twenty  thoufand  people, 

**  It  may  be  doubted  which  of  the  two  is  the  greater  evil,  to  fufFer  the  diminution  of  intereft  during 
life,  or  the  lofs  of  the  principal  after  death.  Where  there  are  no  families  in  the  cafe,  the  latter  feems 
the  moft  eligible,  otherwife  it  would  certainly  be  a  lefs  evil  to  fufFer  a  reduflion  of  our  revenues  without 
affcAing  the  principal,  than  for  a  man’s  children  to  be  plunged  into  poverty. 
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with  ten  times  as  many  more  who  are  their  dependents,  and  the  mean- 
eft  of  them  above  the  labouring  part  of  the  people,  at  one  ftroke  into 
the  lowcft  poverty.  The  evil  would  be  extended  to  very  remote  confe- 
quences,  whilft  the  national  ftock  would  not  be  in  the  leaft  increafed ; 
unlefs  we  fuppofe  foreigners  who  have  their  money  in  our  hands,  muft 
alfo  fubmit  to  fee  us  turn  bankrupts,  and  at  the  fame  time  hold  fuch 
a  rich  landed  eftate  as  ours,  unengaged  for  any  future  payment.  What 
politicians  are  thefe  who  fuppofe  this  nation  fo  corrupt  as  to  run  fuch  a  rifle 
without  any  general  benefit  ?  The  property  of  the  merchants  is  in  a  great 
meafure  conne(fted  with  the  public  credit :  if  that  credit  fhould  fail,  what 
an  immenfe  circulation  would  ceafe  !  what  a  wound  would  our  commerce 
receive,  in  confequcnce  of  the  lofs  of  that  imaginary  wealth  which  is  now 
as  good  as  real ! 

It  is  true,  we  have  an  example  in  France  of  no  antient  date,  of  a 
large  national  debt  being  paid  with  a  fpunge:  but  France  was,  and  ftill 

is,  under  arbitrary  power  ;  the  honour  of  individuals  is  confequently 
at  a  much  lower  ebb  than  among  us  j  and  what  could  we  expedt  for  fo 
national  a  crime  as  this,  but  the  tenfold  curfe  of  defpotic  rule } 

No  man  of  common  modefty,  or  common  fenfe,  will  pretend  to  fay 
that  a  nation,  computed  upon  a  fair  calculation  to  be  worth  from  600  to 
800  millions,  cannot  pay  off  half  a  debt  of  80  millions.  The  pofiibility  is 
apparent  j  the  great  point  is,  to  levy  fuch  an  equal  tax  as  fhall  not  diftrefs 
the  poor,  nor  leave  the  rich  any  just  caufe  of  complaint.  Whatever  is 
done,  ought  to  be  calculated  for  the  main  end  in  view,  which  is  the  pre- 
fervation  of  liberty,  in  the  manner  moft  pradlicable  and  agreeable  to  the 
genius  of  the  people.  The  debt  was  contradled  to  fupply  the  exigencies 
of  the  ftate,  and  to  protedl  the  whole  body  of  the  nation ;  the  whole 
body  of  the  nation  then  are  obliged  to  repay  it ;  and  if  the  ftate  requires 

it,  not  by  taxes  on  the  'Common  people,  but  according  to  the  propor¬ 
tions  of  the  adtual  poffeffions  of  every  individual  in  fuch  a  manner  as 

Even  one  per  cent,  per  annum  on  real  property,  exckfive  of  other  taxes,  would,  in  fix  or  eight 
years,  produce  a  vail  treafure. 
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Ihould  not  appear  in  the  ieaft  degree  deflrudiive  of  liberty.  Thofe  who 
urge  that  great  part  of  this  fum  has  been  devoured  in  bribes,  unjuft  ac* 
counts,  and  a  whole  lift  of  crying  enormities  under  paft  adminiftrations, 
fay  very  little  to  the  purpofe ;  for  if  this  is  not  true,  the  argument  a  - 
mounts  to  nothing  more  than  a  calumnious  report  j  and  if  it  is  true,  though 
we  muft  own  they  are  injuries  committed  againft  the  whole  commu¬ 
nity,  yet  they  are  injuries  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  the  whole  community  are 
anfwerable  for  them  to  themfelves,  and  muft  for  their  own  fakes  make 
good  the  confequences  of  them. 

Men  who  think  foberly  on  this  fubjedl,  will  hardly  conceive  that  a 
BRITISH  government  has  ever  entertained  fo  impious  a  thought,  as  ta 
mean  to  annul  this  debt  5  or  that  any  party  fecretly  widi  for  it ;  confe- 
queiitly  all  political  predictions  on  this  principle  ought  to  be 
treated  as  dhhpnourable  reveries,  and  melancholy  deluiions.  We  ought 
rather  to  fuppofe,*  that  the  landed  as  well  as  monied  intereft  of  the 
nation,  mean  to  pay  off  this  debt  in  fuch  a  necelTary  proportion,  as  will 
ftrengthen  our  credit,  already  fo  juftly  fuperior  to  that  of  any  other  nation. 

That-jGREAT  BRITAIN  is  immcufely  rich,  is  indubitable.  A  land  tax 
juf  one  (hilling  produces  half  a  million  to  the  crown ;  and  if  the  afteftment 
was.  juft  and  equal,  and  the  charge  of  colledling  reduced,  it  'v/ould  then 
amount  to  a  whole  million  :  it  follows,  that  the  annual  revenues  of  the 
proprietors  of  land  only,  are  20  millions  5  confequently  at  the  moderate 
computation  of  20  years  purchafe,  the  value  is  400  millions  ^  may  not" 
tlie  annual  induftry  of  this  nation  be  deemed  equal  to  the  produce  of  a- 
bove  half  as  much  more  ;  not  to  n'iention  the  plate,  jewels,  money,  mines- 
andhoufes^? 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  proprietors  in  good  earneft  felt  the  evil  at 
their  doors,  and  that  they  are  the  real  debtors,^  and  fubjed;  to  bfe  arrefted 
by  each  other  :  if  they  .were  in  danger  of  fequeftration  by  civil  war,  or 
in  conf(?quence  of  foreign  invafton,  how  greatly  would  this  valuation  link ! 

1  Some  proTeiTed  calculators  make  the  revenues  for  the  fupport  of  the  people  and  the  government 
forty  three  millions,  which  correfponds  with  the  fuppofition  I  -havs  made  above. 
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I  am  not  verfed  in  political  arithmetic,  but  I  will  fuppofe  the  value  ill 
queftioii  to  be  only  600  millions  in  the  whole  ;  would  not  a  gradual  di¬ 
minution,  or  rather  change  of  property  of  five  or  fix  in  the  hundred  of 
this  national  flock,  in  the  fpace  of  eight  or  ten  years,  and  I  hope  there  is 
no  danger  of  being  involved  in  a  war  fooner,  be  a  lefs  evil  than  to  con¬ 
tinue  fo  deeply  in  debt  as  we  now  are  ?  Would  not  this  method  enrich  the 
proprietors  of  the  ninety- four  parts  ?  By  this  means  all  taxes  on  every 
branch  of  trade,  and  on  every  article  of  confumption,  would  be  dimi- 
nifhed  in  fo  great  a  degree,  that  thefe  ninety  four  parts  would  be  then 
more  valuable  than  the  hundred  are  now  If  this  can  be  demonflra- 
ted,  we  feern  to  be  in  the  circum fiances  of  that  mifer  who  offered  a  fhil- 
ling  to  be  bled;  but  the  furgeon  demanding  half  a  crown,  before  the  con- 
tefl  was  decided,  the  man  died.  This  may  be  our  cafe,  for  we  are  -fub- 
je(5l  to  a  political  as  well  as  a  natural  death. 

Something  of  this  fort  would  certainly  be  brought  into  execution, 
if  every  proprietor  would  fay  to  his  own  heart,  ‘‘  I  am  flattering  myfelf 
into  a  belief  that  I  owe  nothing,  when  I  really  owe  a  tenth  part  of 
my  eflate ;  which  if  I  do  not  offer  to  pay  off  in  part,  though  the  go- 
vernment  fliould  not  compel  me  to  it,  the  danger  my  children  are  ex- 
pofed  to  of  lofing  the  whole,  is  greater  than  the  inconvenience  of  pay- 
ing  my  fliare  at  this  time.  Caji  I  anfwer  it  to  my  confcience  to  leave 
the  poor  to  pay  my  debt  from  their  daily  labour  ?  Is  it  pofiible  they 
CAN  pay  it  whilfl  the  taxes  do  little  more  than'  anfwer  the  interefl  of 
“  this  debt,  and  the  current  annual  expence  of  the  government  in  time  of 
peace  ?” 

The  reader  may  laugh  at  the  expreffion  my  debt,  till  he  confiders 
that  the  term  my  country  in  this  land  of  liberty  is  adopted  as  proper ; 
the  firft  indeed  means  a  deprivation  of  a  good,  as  the  lad  implies  the 
pofleflron  of  one.  The  debt  of  the  public  is  certainly  the  debt  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  individuals  ;  but  becaufe  every  one  confiders  the  fum  in  the  grofs, 
'and  thinks  but  with  repugnance  on  his  proportion  of  it,  the  mind  being 

The  vafl  expence  this  government'  is  at  in  colleding  taxes  would  revert  into  the  national  treafu- 
ries,  as  well  t.s  the  labour  of  colledors,  who  maft  find  a  difFerent  employment. 
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loft  on  the  one  fide  in  the  greatnefs  of  the  idea,  and  diftrefled  on  the  o- 
ther  by  the  painfulnefs  of  it,  turns  to  fome  other  objecft. 

Are  we  not  bound,  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  power  and  fortune 
we  poftefs,  to  a£l  as  if  this  debt  was  our  own,  in  the  common  fenfe  of 
the  word  ?  If  every  member  of  the  body  politic  thus  confidered  himfelf, 
he  could  not  with  common  honefty  avoid  being  anxious  to  clear  himfelf 
of  his  ftiare,  in  a  neceftary  proportion,  as  already  obferved  ;  and  to  exert 
his  utmoft  abilities  that  others  ftiould  perform  their  duty  in  like  manner, 
and  make  felf-love  and  focial  the  fame  common  principle.  -  n.' 

Though  the  riches  of  fome,  or  the  poverty  of  others,  may  make  themrv 
repugnant  to  the  receipt  of  any  part  of  their  principal  money  ;  and  though^ 
it  may  be  imagined  that  national  funds  which  pay  intereft  are  national  be¬ 
nefits  5  yet  it  feems  to  be  a  glaring  abfurdity,  that  we  had  better  remain 
so  DEEP  in  debt,  than'difcharge  any  part  of  it  j  unlefs  we  had  at  the^ 
fame  time  a  finking  fund  annually  accumulating,  and  devoted  to  the  fup--- 
port  of  a  war,  or  any  important  call  of  the  nation.  Such  a  fund  can  hardr 
ly  be  fuppofed,  for  then  the  government  would  pay  a  large  intereft  for  a 
film  laying  dead,  out  of  pure  love  to  fuch  people  who  might  be  ignorant 
.how  to  employ  their  money  in  any  other  way.  It  is,  I  prefume,  moft  natu-r 
raf  to  imagine,  tliat  the  lefs  we  owe,  the  higher  intereft  the  public  can 
afford  to  give  upon  an  emergency :  for  that  emergency  we  ought  to  be 
ready  j  we  know  it  will  come:  if  we  judge  from  the  experience  of  paft 
ages,  it  is,  humanly  fpeaking,  as  certain  as  death,  though  we  know  not 
the  time  of  either.  Money  is  plenty  now,  but  experience  does  not  warr 
rant  its  being  fo  in  time  of  war  ;  on  the  contrary,  an  unprofitable  peace 
is  fometimes  fubmitted  to^  merely  for  want  of  money,  though  we  are  at 
the  fame  time  fo  rich  a  nation  ^  which  proves  how  the.  w'ant  of  public 
love  may  fiibvert  a  monarchy.  The  higher  intereft  the  nation  gives,  the 
greater  fums  it  can  raife ",  and  confequently  wdiilft  money,  as  well  ss 

®  The  contrary  is  maintained  by  fome,  but  that  can  be  only  in  time  of  peace  and  fafety,  and  at 
Left  proves  only  that  the  peopk  know  not  how  to  employ  ail  their  money., 
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good  foldiers,  is  confefTedly  the  finews  of  war,  the  fairer  we  bid  for  a  fe- 
cure  and  lafting  peace*  - 

Perhaps  it  may  be  alfo  found,  that  this  debt,  as  is  generally  experi¬ 
enced  among  private  men,  wounds  the  ceconomy  of  the  ftate  j  if  it 
does  not  prevent  fuch  a  number  of  Ihips  of  war  being  conftantly  em¬ 
ployed,  as  might  tend  to  tlie  better  fupport  of  our  naval  ftrength. 

What  but  the  confideration  of  this,  debt  could  have  fo  long  induced  a 
nation  famed  through  the  world  for  humanity,  to  raife  a  tax  on  the  mi- 
ferable  poor,  for  the  liberty  of  deftroyihg'  themfelves  with  liquid  fire,  » 
whilft  it  became  a  provocation  to  them  to  deflroy  others  alio,  and  endan-- 
gen  the  very  foundations  of  fociety  ? 

From  hence  it  mud:  appear  of  how  'great  importance  it  is  to  diminifh  a’, 
national  debt,  when  we  fee  fo  ftriking  an  inftancc  of  the  neceflities  of 
a  government  ariling  from- that  debt. .  No  one  will  pretend  to  fay  that  a 
minifter,  who  is  a  man  of  fenfe  and  humanity,  could  be  either  ignorant 
or  carelefs  in  this  refpedl.  Is  it  however  poffible  that  a  minidry  diould  fee 
the  people  indiderent  with  relation  to  the  public,  and  without  any  fcruple 
enriching  themfelves  beyond  due  meafure  out  of  the  public^inoney,  with¬ 
out  being  alarmed  ?  A  minidiy  lefs  moderate  and  didntereded  than  the^ 
prefent,  might  be  almod  tempted  to  condder  the  government^^nd  the‘ 
people  in  a  didindl  view  :  for  what  is  more  according  to  the  corruption 
of  the  human  heart  than  this,  that  w^hen  a  people  do  not  obferve  their  du¬ 
ty  with  regard  to  the  government,  the  government  fhould  have  the  lefs 
tendemefs  for  the  people?  Is. not  this  confideration  fufficient  to  rouze  a' 
nation  to  a  fenfe  of  virtue  ? 

There  are  without  doubt  many  political  points  of  univerfal  concern- 
mcnt'to  a  nation,  and  yet  not  eafy  to  be  underdood.  It  is  the  buliiiefs  • 
only  of  a  few  to  know  all  the  fecret  fprings  which  move  a  government  5 
hence  we  may  judly  entertain  a  jealoufy  of  our  private  apprehenfionS'. 
Some  points  however  will  be  canvafled,  whether  they  are  underdood  02 
not :  every  body  can  talk,  though  fome  may  not  clearly  underdand  their . 
own  meaning. 
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We  oiif'ht  to  thank  heaven  for  what  is  already  done  towards  our  relief. 
By  the  particular  countenance  fhown  by  the  miniftry,  and  the  generous 
efforts  of  the  patriot  citize^n,  the  intereil  of  the  national  debt  is  re¬ 
duced.  There  were  fome  ffruggles  in  obtaining  this  neceffary,  great,  and 
valuable  point.  That  patriot  citizen  will  not,  I  fear,  live  to  fee  his  fchcme 
carried  into  execution  in  all  its  parts.  The  redu£lion  of  intereft  feems  to 
be  in  effed  a  fumptuary  law,  which  ought  to  extend  to  all  ranks  and 
orders. 

I  prefume  that  men  even  in  the  greateff  offices,  profefs  to  be  no  more 
than  fervants  of  the  people  ;  the  foundation  of  a  free  government  fuppofes 
the  firO;  regard  due  to' them :  confequently  if  the  neceffities  of  the  people, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  Rate,  require  their  living  lower  in  their  rank ; 
thofe  whom  tliey  enable  to  live  in  fplendor,  according  to  the  nature  of 
their  refped:ive  offices  in  the  date,  ought  in  all  reafon  to  contribute  in 
PROPORTION  ;  for  this  plain  reafon,  that  inftead  of  weakening  their  own 
dignity,  and  by  this  means  hurting  the  community,  they  will  probably^ 
do  it  the  greateff  fervice,  and  anfwer  the  wife  ends  for  wffiich  the  people 
have  agreed  to  fupport  them  in  that  fplendor. 

A  liberal  allowance  is  perhaps  at  all  times  neceffary  to  the  principal 
offices  in  a  great  ffate ;  and  if  fome  prodigality  is  countenanced  when 
that  ffate  is  in  a  flouriffiing  condition,  what  mighty  injury  can  it  re¬ 
ceive  }  But  can  a  ffate  be  faid  to  flourifh  in  the  fenfe  of  the  prefent  ar¬ 
gument,  when  it  is  involved  in  a  heavy  debt?  To  make  no  diffindlion 
feems  to  argue  as  grofs  an  impropriety  as  the  conduct  of  that  private  man 
who,  when  his  effate  is  without  incumbrance,  lives  up  to  the  height  of 
it,  and  when  it  becomes  deeply  mortgaged,  ffill  makes  the  fame  ex¬ 
pence.  He  may  perhaps  have  the  addrefs  to  fupport  himfelf  for  a 
confiderable  time ;  but  T  winds  blow  down  his  barns,  or  mortality  rage 
among  his  cattle,  what  will  become  of  his  effate  ?  Nations  are  fubiedt  to 
calamities  as  well  as  private  men ;  and  the  exercife  of  human  wifdom 
is  as  neceffary  in  public  as  private  affairs. 
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X  « 

Upon  the  occafion  of  the  late  reduiflion  of  national  intereft,  neighbour¬ 
ing  nations  ®  began  to  gaze  with  wonder  as  if  the  golden  age  was  rcfto— 
red  to  this  ifland,  and  that  this  redudion  of  national  intereft  would  be 
followed  by  that  of  national  penlions,  and  of  the  great  falaries  annexed 
to  fome  offices,  fo  as  to  bear  a  proportion  to  the  savings  upon  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  intereft,  and  thus  enable  the  government  to  make  great  advances 
in  the  payment  of  the  national  debt.  In  this  their  opinion  has  outrun- 
OUR  virtue  j  but  much  may  be  expeded  from  the  equal  fpirit  that  pre¬ 
vails  in  the  legiflature.  It  is  true,  fpeculative  and  adive  virtue  differ  ex-  , 
tremely.  There  are  always  more  philofophers  in  theory  than  in  pradice ; 
yet  it  ought  to  be  prefurried  that  thofe  who  think  juffiy,  will  endeavour 
to  ad  confidently.  ■ 

Every  man  of  great  rank  and  office  in  this  nation  mud  either  be*- 
lieve  that  our  debt  is  really  an  objed  of  no  danger,  and  that  we  are  con¬ 
juring  up  a  fpirit  for  the  pleafure  of  being  frightened;,  or  he  muft  be  of  a 
contrary  opinion ;  if  the  lad,  fuppofing  he  wiflies  the  happinefs  of  his  coun- 
tiy,  which  ought  to  be  prefumed,  will  he  not  in  his  ferious  hours  reafom 
thus  with  his  own  heart  ?  “  I  fee  my  country  involved  in  a  heavy  debt 
“  which  injures  her  foreign  influence  and  her  domedic  fecurity.  It  is  true 
our  affairs  are  mending;  the  intered  of  money  is  lovvered,.  j3ut,^can 
“  this  produce  fo  fpeedy  a  redudion  of  the  national  debt  as  our  welfare 
requires  ?  Is  it  in  my  power  to  do  any  real  fervice  to  my  country  ?  Is  it 
‘‘  not  my  duty  to  contribute  to  her  wants  ?  The  circumdances  of  the  times 
“  are  fuch,  that  I  am  not  called  upon  for  any  redudion  of  the  falary  which 
I  receive  of  the  public,  and  perhaps  my  example  will  not  make  any 
“  impreffion ;  but  if  the  thing  is  right  and  proper  to  me,  it  is  fo  to  all 
“  perfons  under  the  fame  circumdances  as  I  am ;  nor  will  it  be  lefs  right, 

“  though  it  diouid  be  deemed  an  affedation  of  popularity,  an  enthuflafin 
“  in  politics,  or  a  rank  hypccrify.  Some  body  mud  begin  :  it  may  not 
“  be  convenient  for  the  minifler  ;  I  confefs  it  appears  to  me  jud  and  con- 
fident ;  and  my  confcience  didates  it  to  me ;  I  can  live  with  mod  iio- 

®  The  FRENCH  mifiiRers,  I  am  told,  declared  without  refcrve,  that  they  thought  the  thing  iin« 
praflicable. 
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‘^NOUR  on  a  fmaller  income ;  for  inflead  of  pampering  my  dependents  in 
a  luxurious  fuperfluity,  I  may  become  an  indriiment  cf  providence  to 
‘‘  ■fave  eight  or  nine  millions  of  people,  who  are  all  dear  to  me,  from  the 
“  miferies  of  civil  war,  or  the  defpotic  tyranny  of  fome  bold  invader :  but 
“  it  is  CERTAIN  I  fliall  perform  an.  ait  of  juftice  to  my  country.  I 
“  fliall  do  a  charity  which  I  hope  will  be  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  god. 
“  I  fliall  exprefs  my  gratitude  to  the  public,  as  that  common  benefador 
^  ‘‘by  which  my  anceflors  have  been  fupported  through  fo  many  ages  j  and 
“  by  which  I  have  myfelf  enjoyed  all  the  comforts  and  delights  of  the 
“  happiefl  government  in  the  world,  under  one  of  the  bed:  of  kings.  Per- 
“  haps  in  the  chain  of  effedls,  and  the  courfe  of  a  wife  and  good  provi- 
dence,  this  hngle  adtion  might  alfo  be  a  means  of  preferving  the  w^elfare 
“  of  a  great  part  of  Europe  j  for  if  the  antient  virtue  of  this  ifland  is  re- 
“  flored^to  it  j  the  native  valour  of  my  countrymen  may  eftablifli  them  as 
the  arbiters  of  European  liberty,  or  at  lead  fecure  our  own  on  the  mod: 
permanent  bafis.” 

Were/uch  vifionaiy  fpeculations  brought  into  adlion,  which  is  at  lead 
poiTiblej  would  a  minider  deny  his  acquiefcence  to  such  a  conduct, 
a.nd  think  such  a  man  a  lunatic  5  or  rejoice  to  fee  an  indance  of  difinter- 
. eded  and  generous  regard  to  the  community?  Would  he  be  forry  to 
^find  himfelf  in  a  fair  way  of  being  relieved  from  thofe  perplexities  in  which 
miniders  in  great  Britain  have  been  generallyHnvolved  ?  Would  he 
lament  to  fee  a  large  faving  to  the  nation,  indead  of  that  anxiety  which 
attends  a  want  of  money  for  the  purpofes  of  government  ? 

If  such  a  conduct  were  the  iffue  of  a  folid  judgment  and  well- 
regulated  affections ;  and  if  the  neceffities  of  the  nation  do  require  such  a 
conduct  J  it  may  be  afked  why  is  not  this,  or  fometliing  equal  to  it, 
brought  into  execution  by  the  minider,  who  has  the  power  ?  Is  not  this 
begging  the  quedion  ?  W’'ould  a  minider  in  great  Britain  have  any 
POWER  at  all,  w’asheto  attempt  making  the  people  virtuous  in  delpite 
of  thcmfelves  ?  It  is  impoffible  that  he  can  be  ignorant  of  the  inclination 
of  the  people  3  and  if  they  have  not  virtue  enough  to  fave  the  nation,  that 

is. 
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is,  themfelves,  whenever  the  matter  is  brought  to  this  ilTue,  what  power 
on  eaith  can  fave  them? 

By  operating  with  their  bad  afFedtions,  a  minifter  might  bring  the 
people  to  a  fpeedier  ruin  ;  or  by  a  judicious  oppofition  of  them,  ward  off 
the  blow  for  a  time ;  but  can  he  fupport  the  people  againfl  their  wills  ? 
Let  us  confider  the  thing  in  another  light :  if  thofe  who  enjoy  places  and 
penfions,  and  may,  in  fome  meafure,  have  the  power  of  adting  in  this 
refpedl  as  they  pleafe,  have  too  much  wit,  or  too  little  virtue,  to  renounce 
any  part  of  the  profits  arifing  from  fuch  places  and  penfions,  from  a 
confideration  that  the  date  is  in  need  j  it  will  not  follow  that  the  landed 
and  commercial  intereft,  which  is  incomparably  the  mod:  wealthy,  may 
not  contribute  as  largely  as  the  flate  requires.  Such  an  unbiassed  dis¬ 
interestedness  would  never  be  their  ruin.  The  more  virtue  there 
is  in  the  nation,  the  longer  it  will  dand :  therefore  if  the  place  or  pen- 
don-man  docs  not  fhew  the  nobility,  or  the  country  gentlemen  an  example 
of  patriotifm  j  if  thefe  begin,  the  effedt  will  be  near  the  fame. 

In  fhort,  if  the  ruling  padion  of  perfons  in  any  d:ate,  is  the  prefervation 
of  their  country,  they  will  rather  confider  the  end,  than  the  means. 
They  will  fubfcribe  to  any  method  not  in  itfelf  inconddent,  rather  than 
fpend  their  time  in  a  fruitlefs  debate.  I  fuppofe  we  are  dill  a  free  and 
a  wife  nation ;  whatever  method  then  the  legidature  may  appoint,  the 
virtuous  will  unite  in  warding  off  every  calamity  to  which  the  nation  is 
cxpofed. 

A  refolution  of  the  legidature  to  pay  off  a  large  proportion  of  the  debt 
by  taxes,  unprecedented!  in  thefe  latter  times,  would  appear  to  many  as  an 
invadon  of  liberty,  and  a  greater  evil  than  to  differ  the  debt  to  be  paid  in 
more  moderate  proportions.  On  the  other  hand,  fome  apprehend  it  to 
be  more  inconddent  with  liberty,  that  we  fhould  owe  fo  heavy  a  national 
debt ;  and  think  it  ought  to  be  reduced  by  extraordinary  taxes.  If  men 
of  fortune  are  of  this  lad  opinion,  and  have  virtue  enough  to  ad:  up  to 
their  principles,  we  fhall  fooft  owe  a  lefs  exorbitant  fum.  If  they  are 
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not  of  that  opinion,  or  have  not  virtue  to  up  to  their  principles,  with 
what  countenance  can  they  complain  ? 

-U  '  .M  ■  , 
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Ji  defcription  of  haerlem.  Refexions  on  retirement  m  advanced 
age.  Of  LEYDEN  and  the  Hague.  A  brief  account  of  the  hoiife  of 

ORANGE. 


ON  the  16th  of  Odober  I  took  my  leave  of  Amsterdam,  where  it 
was  my  fortune- to  be  at  a  feafon  that  was  rude  and  difagreeable.  Were 
the  people  in  that  city  fo  difpofed  to  kill  themfelves  in  an  ill  humour  as 
they  are  in  another  great  trading  metropolis,  I  fhoulcl  think  it  at  leafl:  as 
proper  a  place  for  this  purpofe,  efpecially  in  the  prefent  month.  When 
the  froft  comes  on,  they  are  more  braced  and  adive,  and  at  all  times  too 
bufy  to  fair  into  this  atrocious  pradice.  I  embarked  at  the  haerlem 
gate,  taking  tlie  ^  roof  of  the  treckfcoot :  thefe  flage-boats  are  extremely 
commodious,  as  they  fet  out  at  flated  hours,  and  perform  their  pallage  at 
a  certain  time  almoft  to  a  minute 3  but  the  common  part  of  the  boat  is 
often  rendered  infupportable,  from  the  cuftom  of  fmoaking  tobacco,  fo 
highly  oftenfive  to  fome  perfons. 

The  HAERLEM  Canal  is  bounded  by  meadow-lands,  well  covered  with 
horned  cattle ;  but  there  are  not  many  houfes  near  the  banks.  In  two  hours 
and- a  half  w^e  reached  haerlem.  This  is  a  town  of  very  great  note,  and 
not  lefs.  diflinguiflied  for  its  cleannefs.  It  is  remarkable  for  bleaching,  alfo 
for  the  manufadory  oflinnen,  andfeveral  other  material  articles.*  Here  was 
a  conliderable  garrifon  of  foldiers  :  the  fortification,  in  fome  parts,  is  only 
a  lofty  brick  wall.  This  place  is  faid  to  have  flourifhed  fo  early  as  the 
year  1155.  Iniapaa  revolution  happened,  in  which  great  part  of  it  was 
burnt:  a  circumftance  of  the  like  nature  happened  by  accident  in  1347. 
^573  it  was  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  who  treated  the  inhabitants 
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with  great  cruelty;  1700  men,  the  remains  of  the  gairlfon;  were  ei¬ 
ther  hanged,  or  put  to  the  fword,  for  defending  themfelves  ei^ht  months. 
Here  are  twelve  churches,  of  which  four  only  are  of  the  eftabliflied 
religion.  Haerlem  lays  claim  to  the  invention  of  printing,  which 
they  attribute  to  Lawrence  coster,  who  was  born  here  about  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  1 5th  century.  A  little  to  the  fouth  of  this  city  is  the  haer- 
LEM-MEER,  whicli  is  a  large  lake,  but  as  it  abounds  in  fliallows,  and  is 
too  much  expofed  to  the  wind,  the  canal  is  much  preferable  for  the  com¬ 
merce  with  AMSTERDAM. 

After  a  fhortftay  I  embarked  for  leyden  :  the  land  behind  haerlem 
is  hilly  and  fandy,  and. the  banks  of  the  leyden  canal  are  higher  than 
thofe  of  haerlem.  Here  they  cover  their  cows  with  body-cloths,  af-*\ 
hgning  this  as  a  reafon,  that  by  keeping  their  backs  warm,  they  give  milk  j 
the  more  abundantly.  There  are  feveral  country  houfes  and  plantations- 
of  trees,  and  agreeable  walks.  About  three  miles  from  haerlEm  is 
hartcamp,  the  country- feat  of  old  Mr.  Clifford  ;  this  gentleman  is 
poffelfed  of  a  confiderable  fortune,  and  having  a  tafte  for  gardening,  .he 
paffes  his  time  moftly  in  the  country. 

The  acquifition  of  riches  being,  for  the  mod:  part,  the  fuprerne  obje(S 
of  a  DU  tchman’-s  attention ;  feldom  any  of  them  leave  the  world  .till  the 
world  leaves* them,  however  indulgent  providence  may  have  been  to  them, 
with  regard  to  the  means  of  a  comfortable  and  honourable ‘retirement.  It 
is  no  uncommon  thing  in  all  countries  to  grafp  at  the  obje<3:s  of  avarice 
and  ambition,  even  under  the  circumftances  of  age  and  ficknefs ;  and 
though  fuch  men  fee  themfelves,  if  they  fee  at  all,  fufpended  by  a  hair 
between  the  vifible  and  invifible  world,  yet  will  they  continue  to  be  led  by 
the  deluhons  of  tlie  mind.  It  is  true,  there  is  nothing  in  which  we  are  of- 
tener  miftaken,  than  in  our  apprehenfions  of  the  pleafures  of  retirement, 
after  a  life  devoted  to  bufinefs.  Men  of  contemplative'  minds  are  apt  to 
think  of  this  too  early,  and  perfons  of  a  contrary  turn  never  imagine  it  is 
late  enough.  Adtive  virtue  is  certainly  preferable  to  that  which  is  paflive 
only  ;  yet  it  feems  unpardonable  in  old  men  of  eafy  fortunes,  who,  having 
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made  the  experiment,'^  find  that  they  can  hiring  theitifelves  to  a  relifh  of 
a  contemplative  life,^that  they  do  not  devote  the  greateft  part  of  their  lat¬ 
ter  days  to  it.  Every  profeflion,  I  believe,,  has  reafon  enough  to  rejoice 
in  an  opportunity  of  making  up  for  the  deficiencies  of  the  earlier  part  of 
life  i  but  fome  callings,  in  a  more  peculiar  manner,  keep  the  mind  in  a 
continual  hurry,  or,  which  is  much  the  fame,  in  a  clofer  attention  to  the 
concerns  of  this  world  than  is  confident  with  the  duties  of  religion.  Old 
men  ought  to  be  ready  to  affifi:  with  their  counfel :  but  is  it  not  fome?- 
times  an  injury  to  the  fociety  for  them  to  refufe  giving  up  the  more  active 
fcenes  of  life  B  Thofe  who  are  bed;  qualified,  by  their  years  and  firength, 
for  a  greater  fertility  and  energy  of  thought,  fiiould  certainly  have  the 
office  which  god  and  nature  feems  to.have  appointed  for  them.  Mr.  Clif¬ 
ford,  in  this  refped:,,  has  judged  like  a  man.  of  fenfe  and  virtue. 

It  may  be  obferved  however,  that,  in  commercial  nations,  men  ©f  the 
moff;  advanced  age,  and  greateft  fortunes^  feem  to  think  it  as  confident  to 
die  with  a  pen,  as  with  a  prayer-book,  in  their  hands.  The  cpulency  of 
nations,  in  fome  meafure,  arifes  from  this  fpirit  j  but  it  cannot  be  right 
policy  to  give  more  of  ourfelves  to  this  world  than  belongs-  to  it.  Befides, 
mod  of  the  good  purpofes  of  life  relating  to  national  welfare,  may  be 
anfwered  by  initiating  our  fons  or  relations  into  an  early  tadc  of  commerce, 
and  committing  it  to  their  condudl  before  we  die,  under  circumdances  that 
may  render*’it  pleafant,  as  well  as  profitable  j  rather  than  to  leave  them 
immenfe  fortunes,,  perhaps  to  be  fquandered  after  our  death,,  merely  for 
want  of  this  precaution. 

The  didance  to  leyden  is  fifteen  English  miles:  we  were  fouf 
hours  exadly  on  the  way.  On  the  bank  of  the  canal,  near  this  place,  is 
the  feat  of  the  famous  Dr.  boerhave,  now  in  the  hands  of  a  perfon  of 
that  name,  who  alfo  profeffes  phyfic.  This  place  is  well  known  for  its 
univerfity,  and  great  antiquity.  It  is  alfo  remarkable  for  a  confiderable 
manufactory  of  woollen  cloth,  which  however,  for  fome  years  padi 
has  very  much  decreafed,  partly  owing  to  the  decay  of  the  Persian 
trade  carried  on  by  the  Armenians,  which  equally  affeCts  the  filk 
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mJinufa<5lones  of  Amsterdam'*.  There  is  a  conliderable  number  of  flu- 
dents  from  all  parts  of  Europe,  and  the  univerfity  is  of  great  reputation.. 
They  have  generally  a  very  large  garrifctfi :  the  city  in  itfelf  is  neat  and’ 
agreeable  j  but,,  as  mofl  other  places  in  the  united  pRaviNCEs  have  too 
much  water,  this  has  not  enough  y.  nor  has  it  fuch  a  communication  with 
the  fea  as  affords  a  proper  motion  by  tides  to  keep  the  water  fweet.  Tlic' 
gardens  about  it  are  extremely  fruitful,  and  land  bears  a  prodigious  price. 


In  1574  the  SPANIARDS  befieged  this  town,  upon  which  occafion  the 
inhabitants,  to  the  number  of  about  twenty  thoufand,  behaved  with  fuclv 
intrepid  valour  during  a  fiege  of  five  months,  that  the  very  women  per¬ 
formed  the  military  duty.  About  fix  thoufand  died  of  the  plague  and  fai- 
mine;  and  being  at  length  reduced  to  the  lafl  extremity,  they  were  fum*- 
moned  by  the  Spanish  general  francis  baldez  to  furrender^  they 
anfwered  bravely,,  that  fo  long  as  they  had  a  left  arm,  they  flaould  nof 
want  provifion  5,  and  that  they  would  employ  their  right  to  defend  thefr 
liberty.  They  fay  that  Adrian  de  werf,  a  burgomafler,  being  impor-- 
tuned  by  fome  of  the  inhabitants  to  furrender  the  city,  replied,  “g^Sinc$ 
“  I  muff  die,,  my  friends,,  k  does  not  fignify  whether  it  be  by  you,  o^ 
“  the  enemy  j,  cut  my  body  into  pieces,  and  divide  it  amongft  you;.^j 
“  fhall  expire  contented,  if  I  can  be  a  means,  of  preferving  yoi^, 


“  were  for  one  hour  only.”  Providence  at  lengthy  interppf^^j^ljgr^ 
manner  for  their  deliverance;  count  lewis  of  Nassau,  brother  to. the r 
prince  of  oRAMGb,  came  to  their  fuccour,  and  obliged  the  Spaniards? 
to  retire. 


From  LEYDEN  I  went  to  the  h ag-ue,  where  we  arrived  in  three  Hours;. 
A  place  fo  renowned  for  political  negotiations  would,  on  that  account,  be. 
celebrated,  in  the  journals  of  travellers,  even  though  it  was  not  in  itfelf  e^- 
qual,.  in  fome  refpeds,  to  the  proudefl  cities  in  Europe. :  it  has  no  inclo- 
fure,  and  is  called  a  village;  the  llreets  are  broad,  and  feveral  of^them  are* 

^  It  appears  that  the  au  tch*  were  jealous  of  the  inglish  trade  through  Russia  to  pbr^ia,  and" 
that  Mr.  de  dieu  applied  in  1745  for  the  fame  privilege  as  the  British  fubjedts  then  enjoyed,  in  j 
order  to  obtain  an  ample  fupply  of  filk.  At  prefent  the  great  decline  of  this  branch  of  trade  is  owing  , 
to  the  troubles  in  Persia. 


with- 
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without  canals :  their  houfes  for  the  moft  part  are  extremely  well  built.  The 
number  of  coaches  belonging  to  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  and  the  gay 
appearance  of  drefs,  give  one  an  idea  of  life  very  different  from  that  of  the 
trading  cities.  People  here  are  more  polite  and  eafy  in  their  carriage  than 
in  other  parts  of  Holland  j  this  is  a  natural  confequence  of  forrie  of  the 
mofl;  confiderable  "perfons  in  Europe  meeting’ there  continually  for  poli¬ 
tical  affairs,  in  the  fervice  of  almofl:  every  European'  prince:  befides  as 
the  STATES  general  affemble  here,  this  draws  the  greatefl  part' of  the 
people  of  the  iirft  diflindion  in  the  united  provinces.  The  Hague 
may  alfo  be  confidered  either  as  a  great  city,  or  a  rural  feene :  for  the 
ENVIRONS  which  immediately  inclofe  it  are  extremely  delightful  j  whilfl 
they  have  plays,  and  other  amufements,  as  cuflomary  in  great  cities.' 

The  air  of  this  place  is  faid  to  be  very  wholefome.  Sir  williaiCi 
TEMPLE  attributes  longer  life  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  village,'^han  to  thofe 
of  any  other  place  in  the  united  provinces;  yet  are  the  people  more 
car’elefs  in  cleaning  their  canals,  than  is  confiftent  with  the  prefervation  of 
health.  It  is  really  amazing  how  men  decline  into  neglects  injurious 
to  the  fociety,  which  might  be  prevented  with  the  leafl  thought  and  in- 
duftry.  Near  this  place  is  the  palace  known  by  the  name  of  the  houfe 
in  the  wood,  which  belongs  to  the  prince  of  orange  ;  as  alfo  ryswick, 
famous  for  the  peace  of  1697. 

One  of , the  finefl;  houfes  in  the  hague  belongs  to  count  wiLliam 
bentinck,  and  was  now  occupied  by  the  prince  of  orange.  As  this 
nobleman  had  been  fo  extremely  obliging  in  hanover,  as  to  invite  me  to 
his  houfe  at  the  hague,  I  went  to  pay  my  refpe£ts  to  him  at  sorg- 
vliet,  where  he  generally  refides  in  the  fummer  feafon  :  but  he  was 
gone  to  meet  his  britannic  majefty  in  his  return  from  hanover.  This 
feat  is  near  two  English  miles  diftance,  and  much  frequented  by  p'er- 
fohs  of  tafte.  The  houfe  is  of  little  note  ;  but  the  gardens,  though  in  ma¬ 
ny'  parts  yet  uncultivated,  are  delightful.  They  abound  in  lofty  trees,  and 
different  kinds  of  hanging  walks,  which  diverfify  the  feene,  and  render 
ihem  very  pleafant,  particularly  in  a  country  where  mofi:  of  their  country- 
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feats  are  upon  a  dead  flat:  on  the  road  to  it  there  is  a  public  garden,  in 
imitation  of  vaux-hall. 

At  the  HAGUE  are  only  two  churches  of  any  ccnfequence.  Though' 
feveral  of  the  ftreets  abound  in  fhops,  their  trade  is  moilly  confined  to 
their  own  confumptions ;  hence '  this  place  is  preferred  for  the  quar¬ 
tering  of  the  foldiery,  of  whom  here  was  a  regiment  of  grey  cavalry  of 
HESSIANS,  who  made  a  gallant  appearance,  alfo  a  regiment  of- dutch 
dragoons,  and  two  regiments  of  infantry.  The  pay  of  a  common  foldier 
in  the  dutch  fervice  is  four  ftivers,  cloaths  deducted  j  but  provifions  are’ 
dear.  I  obferved  their  clothing,  which  is  blue,  is  of  much  better  cloth* 
tlaan  that  in  which  his  Prussian  majefly’s  foldiers  are  clad;  the  fer— 
jeants  of  the  guards  have  filver  laced  regimentals.  The  dutch  are  dif- 
tinguiflied  from  the  hessians  and  swiss’  by  white  breeches.  They ‘are- 
extremely  neat,  their  hair  being  drefled  in  the  manner  of  the  prus-^ 
SIAN  foldiers,  but  their  cloaths  are  not  quite  fo  fhort :  they  are  incumbered 
with  heavier  fwords  and  larger  hats,  whilfl:  their  mufkets  are -lighter.  They' 
perform  their  exercife  with  exacTnefs,  and  are  examined  every  fourth 
day  that  their  arms  be  kept  in  order.  In  1666  the  dutch  had  60,000^ 
men  in'pay,  and  four  years  after  at  the  general  peace,  upon  the  redudion 
of  the  army  they  continued  26,200  men,  which  cofting  annually  fix- 
millions  of  guilders,  this  we 'may  reckon  twenty- three  pounds  each  man^, 
officers  included. 

As  this  place  might  be  confidered  more  immediately  the  court  of  the:' 
prince  of  orange,  I  hardly  expeded  to  hear  any  thing  faid  of  him  difre- 
fpedfully.  It  is  well  known  hovyever  with  what  relu dance  a  cqnfiderable 
party  in  the  united  provinces  fubmitted  to  this  prince’s  accefiion  to- 
the  dignity  enjoyed  by  his  fore- fathers ;  though  he  had  fo  jufl:  a  title,  not 
only  on  account  of  their  merit,  but  his  own  alfo;  and  not  lefs  from* 
the  nature  of  the  conflitution  of  that  country,  and  the  experience  of  -pafl: 
ages,  than  from  the  particular '  danger  of  the  time,  in  which  this  event; 
was  brought  about,  '  -  ‘  .  •  . 


The 
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William,  firnamed  the  great,  was  the  first  stadt-holder, 
and  may  be  properly  called  the  founder  of  the  republic.  He  fpent  his 
life  in  the  Rudy  of  war  and  politics,  in  which  he  was  a  great  pro¬ 
ficient,  and  not  lefs  diRinguifiied  for  his  private  virtues.  He  was  at 
lengdi  afiafiinated,  in  confequence  of  the  refentments  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  fealed  the  generous  adions  of  his  life  with  his  blood.  His  fon  Mau¬ 
rice,  the  fecond  ftadt-holder,  adhering  to  the  virtuous  principles  of 
his  father,  fupported  the  independency  of  the  republic.  Henry  Fre¬ 
deric,  the  next  brother,  fucceeding  to  the  ftadt-holderfiiip,  diRinguifhed 
himfelf  as  a  warrior  and  a  patriot.  The  fourth  Radt-holder  was  wil¬ 
liam  II.  who  married  the  eldeft  daughter  of  our  king  Charles  I.  This 
prince  dying  at  the  age  of  twenty- four,  left  a  poflhumous  fon,  who  was 
our  WILLIAM  UI.  In  his  infancy  the  dignity  of  ftadt-holderfoip  was 
annulled }  but  the  terror  of  french  armies  obliged  the  states  to  re¬ 
cur  to  that  expedient  to  which  they  owed  their  very  being,  as  a  re¬ 
public.  King  WILLIAM  fought  their  battles,  and  faved  them.  After 
his  deceafe,  though  the  dignity  of  fi:adt- holder  was  not  aboliflied,  it  was 
fuffered  to  expire ;  nor  did  the  states  revive  it  till  the  fixth  and  prefent 
Radt-holder,  william  Charles  henry  frizo,  a  collateral  branch  of  the 
illuftrious  houfe  of  or  an  G  e,  who  by  the  falutary  mediation  of  a  Rrong  par¬ 
ty  of  his  friends,  and  the  fpirit  of  a  mob,  when  a  french  army  was  al¬ 
ready  at  their  doors,  had  this  dignity  conferred  on  him  in  1745.  With 
what  moderation  he  has  ufed  it,  and  what  little  refpedl  has  been  foewed 
to  it,  the  hiftory  of  the  times  will  make  apparent.  I  only  mention  what 
fell  under  my  notice  of  the  general  turn  of  the  party  in  the  united 
provinces,  who  were  luke-warm  friends,  or  no  friends  at  all,  to  the 
prince  5  with  this  diftindlion  however,  that  fome  who  hated  the  stadt- 
holder,  loved  the  prince. 

Confidering  the  neighbourhood  and  great  power  of  France,  the  prefent, 
as  they  think,  precarious  peace,  and  the  difunion  of  their  councils ;  the 
dutch  feem  to  be  perfuaded  that  there  muft  be  a  power  lodged  in  one, 
to  unite  and  exert  their  force  in  cafe  of  danger.  Reafon  and  experience  have 

taught 
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taught  them  the  neceffity  of  this  power:  But  a  Bate  muft  pofTefs  more 
virtue  than  I  am  afraid  there  is  among  the  dutch,  to  fupprefs  thofe  pre¬ 
judices  and  refentments  which  are  apt  to  arife  in  the  minds  of  one  part 
of  a  people  upon  any  change  of  government.  The  anti- Bad t- holders,  who 
wiBi  to  fee  the  prince  pulled  out  of  his  feat,  operate  with  him  moB 
heartily  in  making  proviBon  for  the  very  men  they  moB  defpife,  or  hate, 
whenever  they  think  they  can,  by  this  means,  render  his  ofiice  odious  to 
the  people  :  thus  his  highnefs  has  to  Bruggle  with  fecret,  as  well  as  profef- 
fed  enemies.  Men  of  moderation  fay,  he  does  not  want  parts,  that  he  is 
a  man  of  a  moB  amiable  difpofition,  of  an  excellent  heart,  and  yet  every 
day  he  lofes  ground  ;  alledging  that  “  his  difpofition  may  be  good  ;  but  the 

effects  of  it  are  bad,  by  his  being  too  indulgent  to  men  of  no  principles.’* 

It  is  a  common  faying,  we  love  the  treafon,  though  we  hate  the  traitor : 
to  fave  a  Bate  can  hardly  be  called  treafon  j  but  it  is  generally  thought  a 
dangerous  maxim  in  politics,  to  put  men  in  ofiices  of  truB,  whofe  prin¬ 
ciples  allow  them  to  take  any  fide  that  may  afterwards  appear  to  be  their 
intereB.  But  how. will  they  prove,  that  the  prince  makes  choice  of  fuch 
men  ?  It  may  be  fufpedled,  that  thofe  who  are  not  in  office  are,  for  that 
very  reafon,  difaffedted.  It  is  granted  that  many  perfons,  v/hofe  power  is 
now  eclipfed,  ought  not  to  be  admitted  to  the  offices  of  the  Bate,  becaufe 
they  have  a  rooted  diflike  to  the  prince,  as  well  as  to  the  Badt-holderBiip  • 
but  then  it  is  objected,  that  thofe  who  love  the  prince,  and  acquiefce 
fmcerely  in  the  power  veBed  in  him  j  wffio  are  capable  of  fervice,  and  be¬ 
loved  by  the  people,  are  notwIthBanding  kept  out  of  office.  They  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  every  honeB  man  cannot  be  employed  5  but  that  fuch 
perfons  of  worth  and  honour  ought  not  to  be  rejected,  for  the  fervile  tools, 
and  lower  iiiBruments,  u’ho  brought  the  prince  into  office,  but  are  by  no 
means  able  to  eBabliffi  fuch  a  degree  of  power,  as  is  eflential  to  that  office  j 
that  fuch  men  ought  rather  to  be  rewarded  in  a  pecuniary  way,  or  by  em¬ 
ployments  abroad ;  but  not  to  be  preferred  fo  as  to  difgrace  their  very  pa¬ 
trons,  who  are  affiamed  to  own  their  having  brought  them  into  place  : 
whereas  by  chufing  men  of  worth  and  reputation,  who  are  really,  the 
prince’s  friends,  there  would  be  no  difliculty  in  his  acquiring  a  proper  af- 
cendency,  and  thereby  eBablifii  himfelf  in  the  minds  of  the  people. 

VoL.  II.  T  t 
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How  the  prince  ought  to  ad:,  is  hard  to  fay  3  but  this  is  clear  to  me,. 

.  that  his  very  moderation  which  would  render  him  amiable  in  a  vir¬ 
tuous  age,  will  make  him  "contemptible  in  a  vicious  one  ;  for,  without  a 
great  fhare  of  refolution,  it  is  not  poffible  to  govern  men,  who  have  been 
ufed  to  make  their  own  will  the  law  and  rule  of  their  condud. 

To  drop  fo  critical  a  point,  let  us  confider  the  authority  of  a  ftadt- 
holder,  which  is  very  confined,  unlefs  when  he  appears  at  the  head 
of  an  army,  and  then  perhaps  he  is  not  only  an  objed  of  jealoufy,  bur 
his  power  too  much  circumfcribed.  The  fiadt-holder  fometimes  figns  pub¬ 
lic  treaties  in  conjundion  with  the  ftates,  but  fuch  treaties  do  not  derive 
from  hence  the  greater  weight  or  authenticity  j  for  though  he  is  fuppofed 
to  reprefent  the  dignity  of  the  republic,  yet  whilfi:  the  states  poffefs  the 
fovereignty,  he  cannot  be  confidered  but  as  a  fubjed.  He  has  indeed  the 
power  to  pardon  condemned  malefadors ;  but  he  has  not  even  a  feat  or 
vote  in  the  affemblies  of  the  states.  There  are  certain  prerogatives  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  office,  which  vary  in  the  different  provinces,  and  are  alterable 
by  the  power  from  whence  they  are  derived,  that  is,  by  the  states  ge¬ 
neral. 

/ 

The  fladt-holderfliip,  which  is  now  made  hereditary  in  the  houfe  of’ 
ORANGE, yWas,  from  it’s  original  nature,  eledive  j  but  the  high  and  inde- 
lible  obligations  which  the  dutch  owe  to  william  the  great;  and 
the  renowned  patriotifm  and  fidelity  of  the  illuflrious  houfe  of  orange, 
through  every  generation,  have  ever  thrown  the  choice  on  this  family  as 
I  a  kind  of  neceffary  confequence. 

The  appointment  of  the  ftadt-holderfhip  from  the  states,  is  one  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  guilders^,  and  the  prince’s  paternal  inheritance  is  far  more 
confiderablc. 

But,  alas !  while  we  are  yet  fpeaking,  his  candle  is  burnt  out ;  and  all 
our  wiflies  for  his  temporal  happinefs  vanifli  like  a  dream  in  the  night. 
The  memory  of  this  excellent  prince  will  indeed  ever  retain  a  fweet  favor, 
and  mufi:  do  honour  to  human  nature,  whilft  probity  is  revered  by  mankind., 
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CHAP. 


A  general  account  of  the  commerce  and  caufe  of  riches^  as  alfo  of  the  air, 
fitly  &c.  of  the  UNITED  PROVINCES.  Of  the  genius  and  manners  of 

the  DUTCH,  their  par cimonyy  cloathing,  womeuy  &c, 

* 

IT  may  appear  carelefs  to  leave  the  united  provinces  without  fome 
general  refledlions,  efpecially  as  travellers,  either  in  purfuit  of  learning 
or  pleafure,  feldom  confider  this  country  in  the  fame  light  as  italy  or 
FRANCE  5  and  confequently  there  is  not  much  faid  of  it,  except  in  labo¬ 
rious  hiflorical  accounts.  Indeed  it  ought  not  to  be  expedled  from  one 
who  only  rides  poft,  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  give  an  accurate  and  cir- 
cumflantial  account  of  a  foreign  country,  when  perhaps  he  knows  veiy 
little  of  his  own,  after  living  in  it  for  many  years. 

I 

I  knew  not  if  any  body  has  given  an  account  of  the  united  pro¬ 
vinces  fo  worthy  of  efteem  as  that  of  Sir  william  temple.  His  general 
idea  of  thefe  people  in  his  time  is  contained  in  thefe  words :  “  Holland 
is  a  country  where  the  earth  is  better  than  the  air,  and  profit  more 
in  requeft  than  honour  j  where  there  is  more  fen fe  than  wit  ^  more 
“  good  nature  than  good  humour  5  and  more  wealth  than  pleafure;  where 
“  a  man  would  chufe  rather  to  travel  than  to  live  :  fhall  find  more  things 
“  to  obferve  than  defire  ;  and  more  perfons  to  efteem  than  to  love.” 

As  a  kind  of  contraft  to  what  is  remarked  by  this  polite  author,  the 
following  defeription  will  corroborate  the  notion  which  the  unprejudiced 
reader  may  have  received  of  the  genius  of  the  dutch,  and  the  nature 
of  their  country.  This  burlefque,  and  perhaps  obfeure  hiftorian  fays, 
“  In  HOLLAND  the  four  elements  are  good  for  notliing ;  it  is  a  coun- 
try  where  they  worfliip  a  golden  idol,  feated  on  a  throne  of  cheefe, 
‘‘  and  crowned  with  tobacco ;  v/here  art  furpaffes  nature,  and  induflry 
alone  makes  the  flate  f.ourifli ;  where  rufticity  of  fpeech  is  prefer- 
‘‘  red  to  the  perfwafive  foftnefs  of  gentle  words,  and  a  coarfenefs  of 

T  t  2  manners 
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‘‘  manners  makes  a  fliow  of  liberty  j  where  the  wives  are  mifireffes, 
“  and  the  hufloands  fervants ;  where  the  houfes,  by  dint  6f  frequent 
“  walliings,  appear  as  cabinets  j  and  an  excels  of  cleanlinefs  i's  inconve- 
“  nient :  in  a  word,  where  butter  and  cheefe  is  the  harvell  and  reward 
“  of  the  people’s  toil.” 

The  DUTCH  are  moR  certainly  devoted  to  commerce,  and,  though  in 
the  midfl:  of  Europe,  detached  as  it  were  from  other  nations  :  they  are 
bred  up  in  an  abhorrence  of  regal  power,  and  confequently  have  a  diftafte  of 
the  manners  of  the  polite  nations  who  are  fubjed:  to  this  form  of  govern¬ 
ment.  Under  thefe  circumflances  they  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  to  raife 
many  men  of  genius,  or  to  cultivate  the  more  refined  arts  of  contempla¬ 
tive  life  and  liberal  fcience.  It  may  be  prefumed  that  later  ages  have  im¬ 
proved  many  of  the  higher  ranks  of  their  people,  but  perhaps  fome  of 
them  have  at  the  fame  time  exchanged  their  parcimonious  fimplicity  for 
an  expenfive  and  luxurious  manner  of  living,  and  by  rendering  themfelves 
neccflitous,  opened  a  w^ay  to  thofe  temptations  which  their  artful  and 
ambitious  neighbours  have  thought  proper  to  play  upon  them.. 

The  eafe,  the  gentlenefs,  the  fweetnefs  of  manners  which  we  find  in 
the  polite  nations,  are  feldom  polTefled,  even  amongfi:  the  higher  ranks  of 
the  people  in  Holland,  though  we  often  meet  with  an  excefs  of  conir 
plaifance :  nor  is  this  at  all  furprifing  if  we  confider  that  men  devoted  to 
arts  of  gain  from  their  earliefl  life,  can  with  difficulty  be  formed  to  a  true 
tafte  of  fociety.  The  amufement  in  which  the  dutch  have  the  greatefl 
pretence  to  delicacy,  is  that  of  gardening,  for  which  fome  of  them  con- 
trad  fo  great  a  paffion,  that  I  have  heard  there  is  a  law  retraining  the 
price  of  tulip  roots. 

They  are  fo  well  convinced  that  much  diverfion  not  only  creates  ex¬ 
pence,  but  calls  off  the  mind  from  bufinefs  and  domeftic  duties,  that  in 
AMSTERDAM  no  public  fhows  are  permitted  within  the  walls.  After 
feven  in  the  evening  every  perfon  that  paffes  the  gates  pays  one  ftiver, 
and  a  coach  five  flivers  j  fo  that  diverfions  are  taxed  with  this  impoft.  It 
is  not  however  very  confiderable,  for  the  people  have  not  a  great  paffion 
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for  theatrical  entertainments.  In  the  winter  time  Ikeiting  is  their  greatefl 
amufement.  Their  retired  manner  of  living  is  often  the  occafion  that  the 
men  when  they  affedt  a  chearful,  polite,  and  delicate  turn  of  manners, 
are  awkward ;  and  when  gay,  wicked  :  the  fame  remark  holds  with 
the  women  alfo,  when  they  depart  from  a  referved  habit  of  life. 

Their  notions  of  religion,  which  muft  ever  influence  the  manners  of  a 
people,  are  not  very  liberal  ;  and  though  the  practice  of  it  is  flri(!dly  en- 
ioined  as  a  duty,  it  does  not  'appear  to  be  rendered  delightful.  I  have 
heard  an  Hollander  ingenuoufly  acknowledge,  that  their  priefts  can¬ 
not  be  in  any  great  reputation,  for  want  of  that  politenefs  which  is  ef- 
fential  to  all  ranks  of  men  in  oflice  in  a  civilized  flate.  Sir  william 
temple’s  remark  is,  “  That  if  religion  docs  more  good  in  other  places, 
“  it  does  lefs  hurt  here.” 

f 

The  fame  author  imputes  the  grandeur  of  their  ftate  in  a  great  mea* 
fure  to  the  modefty  and  flmplicity  of  their  manner  of  living,  which 
was  the  general  fafliion  among  the  firfl  magifl:rates  in  his  time  j  and  he 
adds,  that  he  never  faw  the  great  penfioner  de  wit  in  a  coach,  nor  his 
cloathing,  equipage,  houfe  or  furniture,  beyond  that  of  ^ny  private 
merchant.,  ..  .1; 

It  is  not  difficult  to  conceive,  that  conflant  application  to  buflnefs,  and 
indefatigable  induilry  not  diverted  by  any  of  the  warmer  paffions,  nor  by 
the  habit  or  temptation  of  pleafure,  fhould  produce  that  degree  of  wealth, 
power  and  influence,  at  which  the  Hollanders  once  arrived,  and  of 
which,  with  refped:  to  individuals,  they  may  yet  boafl. 

With  regard  to  the  air  or  water  of  the  Netherlands,  the  elements 
are  in  no  country  more  blended  than  in  this.  The  abundance  of  water 
mufl:  neceffiarily  affed:  the  air ;  at  fome  feafons  of  the  year,  many  of 
their  mofl;  fertile  fpots  are  overflowed,  which  renders  both  land  and  water 
difagreeable.  Thofe  Dutchmen  who  know  little  but  of  their  own  coun¬ 
try,  alk  how  we  manage  in  England  to  keep  our  cattle  in  the  field  du¬ 
ring  the  winter.  Turf,  which  is  reckoned  much  inferior  to  wood  or 

coal, 
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coal,  is  the  chief  article  of  fewel  to  the  inhabitants.  But  this  land  of 
moifture  does  not  ordinarily  prevent  the  people  from  enjoying  a  moderate 
fhare  of  health,  though  their  lives  feem  to  be  fliorter  than  with  us  in 
GREAT  BRITAIN.  There  are  feveral  inftances  of  remarkable  recoveries 
in  HOLLAND,  from  confumptive  cafes,'  yyhich  I  believe  are  not  fo  gene¬ 
ral  among  them  as  in  England.  The^feafon  of  this  I  impute  not  fo 
much  to  their  climate  as  their  careful  manner  of  cloathing.  In  England 
people  too  often  drefs,  feed,  and  expofe  themfelves  to  heat  and  cold,  with¬ 
out  any  regard  to  difference  of  conftitution.  A  carelefs  indifference  in  this 
refpedl;  mufl  be  often  attended  with  the  fame  or  worfe  confequences,  than 
an  injudicious  follicitude. 


The  vapours  aridng  from  the  canals  in  Holland,  affedl  the  air  in 
fuch  a  manner  that  the  fronts  of  the  houfes  near  the  water  fide  are 
frequently  difcoloured  in  one  night;  this  occafions  a  particular  attention 
to  the  outfide  as  well  as  the  interior  part  of  their  buildings.  The  manner 
in  which  the  dutch  cloath  themfelves,  is  a  demonflration  how  fubjed: 
they  are  to  rheumatic  pains,  neceffity  having  taught  them  that  kind  of 
habit,  which  we  are  inadvertently  apt  to  ridicule. 

There  are  many  Hollanders  who  think  judicioufly,  and,  in  fome 
refpeds,  live  elegantly;  but  I  believe  few  philofophically.  The  com¬ 
mon  people  are  extremely  boorifh :  I  have  feen  a  boatman  in  a  great  city, 
though  indeed  the  diftindion  of  city  and  village  is  very  inconfiderable,  firut 
up  and  down  a  room  with  his  hat  on,  his  hands  on  his  hips,  and,  with  a 
carelefs  air  of  infolence,  fpit  at  the  feet  of  a  gentleman  who  was  treating 
him  with  civility,  and  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  gaining  a  guinea  for 
an  inconfiderable  fervice.  This  fort  of  condud  they  miflake  for  liberty 

Foreigne^^in;^ye  complaint  alfo  of  the  ill-manners  of  the  common  people  in  England  ;  but  this 
is,  expreffed  ritli^'.by  a  libertine  than  a  boorilTi  condu£l;  and  though  we  have  fome  favages  in  human 
thape,  yet  the  general  turn  of  our  people  is  humane:  to  this  purpofe  I  knew  an  inllance  of  a  com¬ 
mon  fellow  who  infulted  a  french  lady  in  the  ilreet,  by  the  name  of  french  bitch.  Before  flie  ad¬ 
vanced  many  paces  file  happened  to  fall,  and  the  fame  man  who  had  that  moment  treated  her  with 
foch  unworthy  language,  was  the  firft  who  afGfled  her  in  rifing,  addreffing  her  with  great  complaifance 
Jin  thcfe  w  or  ds,  ‘I  hope  madam  you  have  not  hurt  yourfelf.” 


W'hilfl 
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whilft  tlieir  knowledge  is  confined  to  the  ordinary  means  of  gain,  and  the 
gratification  of  the  calls  of  nature.  Cheefe,  beer  and  tobacco  are  the 
joys  which  feem  to  crown  the  labours  of  the  common  people  :  geneva, 
to  which  they  are  well  known  to  be  no  enemy,  and  which  is  not  alto¬ 
gether  improper  to  their  climate,  contributes  much  to  the  circulation  of 
their  blood  ^  but  they  are  apt  in  their  cups  to  mix  cruelty  with  rufticity. 

As  they  are  not  fo  much  improved  in  their  fentiments  as  our  common 
people,  neither  are  they  fo  ftrong,  adtive  and  capable  of  labour  5  this  may 
be  imputed,  not  only  to  the  different  genius’s  of  nations,  but  alfo  to  the 
fuperiority  of  our  climate,  and  the  different  nature  of  the  liberty  we  enjoy  ; 
add  to  this  that  the  animal  food  which  our  common  people  eat,  is  incom¬ 
parably  more  ftrengthening  than  their  fifii,  cheefe,  milk  and  grquf,  to  which 
the  poverty  of  their  own  produce  confines  them.  It  is  true  the  united 
PROVINCES  abound  in  pafture  lands ;  but  cheefe  being  fo  great  an  article  of 
commerce,  as  fome  of  the  inhabitants  cannot,  others  will  not,  afford 
themfelves  flefli  for  their  diet.  A  moderate  ufe  of  animal  food  would, 
in  all  probability,  tend  to  the  prolongation  of  their  lives  in  that  moift 
climate. 

Confiancy  of  employment,  coldnefs  of  complexion,  and  perhaps  the 
nature  of  their  food  alfo,  may  contribute  to  their  being  but  little  given  to 
amour.  The  women,  I  fpeak  not  of  the  higher  ranks,  adorn  their  heads 
with  gold  lace,  and  other  fuch  ornaments,  but  with  more  frugality  than 
generally  pradtifed  in  Germany.  Except  a  few  court  ladies,  they  have 
not  much  taffe  or  delicacy  in  their  manners.  There  are  fome  of  good 
complexions,  but  not  many  beautiful.  Their  teeth  in  general  ai'e  bad,- 
probably  owing  to  the  ufe  of  hot  liquors,  as  tea,  coffee,  &c.  I  obferved 
particularly  at  saardam,  that 'many  of  the  women  are  pale  and  languid, 
and  not  a  few  crooked.  They  acknowledge  that  moff  of  their  children, 
till  the  age  of  eight  or  ten  years,  are  fickly  ;  and  indeed  the  women  feem 
fo  incefiantly  employed  in  cleaning  their  houfes,  and  other  offices,  of 
which  fome  are  in  common  with  their  hulbands,  that  one  would  imagine 
they  did  not  afford  themfelves  reft  enough  to  breed  children,  or  at  lead:  not 

time 
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time  to  fupport  them  when  they  were  born.  The  women  in  this  country 
fddom  breed  after  the  age  of  thirty.  As  the  men  are  remarkable  for  the 
many  breeches  they  wear,  the  women,  for  the  niofl:  part,  ufe  pots  with 
live  coals  of  wood  or  turf,  which  they  fet  into  boxes  bored  full  of  holes, 
and  put  under  their  petticoats,  to  warm  themfelves  in  cold  weather ; 
this  is  not  only  apt  to  make  them  old  from  the  waift  downward  before 
the  time  ordained  by  nature,  but  the  fmell  of  the  coals  is  olfenlive.  Up¬ 
on  the  whole  they  have  a  proverbial  faying,  that  the  dirtieft  piece  of 
furniture  in  the  houfe  of  a  Dutchman  is  his  wife. 

Whether  it  is  the  remains  of  any  jealoufy  which  they  have  retained 
hnce  the  time  of  the  Spanish  government,  or  the  mere  effe(5t  of  pru¬ 
dence,  I  could  not  help  obferving  that  many  of  them  will  not  mention 
their  wives  in  company,  nor  do  they  feem  pleafed  that  others  fliould 
fpeak  of.  themj  though  in  the  moft  refpedtful  terms.  One  would  ima¬ 
gine  where  the  laws  are  fo  favourable  to  the  women,  as  to  give  them  at 
lead  an  equal  fhare  of  dominion  with  their  hulbands,  that  converfation 
fhould  be  more  free :  this  condudl  however  may  be  imputed  to  that  in  - 
communicative  manner  of  life,  in  which  the  lower  and  middle  forts  of 
the  people  are  bred  up. 

It  is  no  uncommon  thing  in  Holland,  except  among  thofe  who 
have  travelled  and  acquired  fome  generolity  of  behaviour,  to  treat  Gran¬ 
gers  by  whom  they  get  nothing,  with  that  fort  of  referve  as  plainly  in¬ 
dicates  that  you  may  go  about  your  bufmefs  as  foon  as  you  pleafe.  But 
there  is  nothing  which  lowers  the  reputation  of  the  Hollanders,  or 
refleds  greater  dilhonour  on  them  than  their  cruelty.  This  does  not  a- 
rife  fo  much  from  fiery  particles  in  their  blood,  or  warm  paflions,  as  the 
love  of  money,  witnefs  their  facrifices  of  human  blood  :  but  they  have 
followed  the  example  of  their  old  mafters,  by  taking  the  fame  fteps  to 
fupport  themfelves  in  the  east  as  the  others  did  in  the  west  indies. 
In  this  GREAT  BRITAIN  is  diftinguifhed,  no  part  of  her  greatnefs  being 
owing  to  unwarrantable  llaughter. 
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CHAP.  L. 


Of  the  prefent  fituation  of  dutch,  and  their  partiality  to  fra'Nce. 
T^heir prevailing  opinions  with  regard  to  great  Britain. 

IF  we  confider  a  government  of  fo  complex  a  nature  as  that  of  the 
UNITED  PROVINCES,  in  which  fuch  a  variety  of  interefts  and  incli¬ 
nation  are  neceflary  to  fupport  it  in  full  force  and  efficacy  5  it  is  rather 
amazing  how  it  has  lafted  fo  long,  than  that  of  late  years  it  has  tottered, 
and  been  in  danger  of  fubverlion.  It  is  no  mean  entertainment  to  trace 
this  republic  to  its  origin.  Hiftorians  feem  to  agree,  that  the  people 
of  which  it  is  compofed,  fo  early  as  the  time  when  the  roman  common¬ 
wealth  gave  laws  to  a  great  part  of  the  world,  were  in  the  higheft 
degree  impatient  of  any  encroachments  on  their  liberty. 

Under  philip  II.  of  spatn  they  groaned  under  heavy  oppreffions.  Se¬ 
veral  formidable  attempts  were  made  from  the  year  1556  to  1579,  to 
compel  them  to  fubmit  to  an  arbitrary  power,  extended  not  to'  their  lives 
and  fortunes  only,  but  alfo  to  their  confciences.  Perfecutions  have  often 
‘  called  forth  fuch  a  degree  of  human  ftrength  as  feem  to  argue  the  in- 
terpofition  of  the  immediate  hand  of  god.  The  treaty  of  munster 
in  1648,  at  length  fettled  tlie  independence  of  the  republic:  the  de¬ 
puties  of  the  STATES  were  no  longer  denominated  rebels  by  the 
SPANIARDS.  The  vigilance,  fobriety  and  induftry  of  the  dutch  fup- 
porteth  their  revolt  againft  the  crown  of  spa  in,  ’'and  after  many 
years  fpent  in  laborious  trials  of  their  own  condancy,  they  formed  at 
length  that  plan  of  government  which  now  exids.  How  long  it  will  lad 
is  hard  to  fay  ;  the  foundation  of  it  docs  not  appear  to  be  very  dable.  A 
house  divided  against  it  self,  CANNOT  STAND.  Whild  thefe 
people  are  not  agreed  concerning  their  fird  magidrate,  they  will  never  in-  ^ 
ved  him  with  power  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  the  various  exigencies  to 
which  the  date  is  dibje(d. 

It,feems  evident  from  their  late  condufi,  from  the  prefent  condition  of 
that  date,  and  from  the  nature  of  their  conditution,  that  they  are  in  no 
VoL.  II.  U  u  '  happy, 
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happy,  or  fecure  fituation.  Hence  they  require  the  help  of  a  firR  magiftrate, 
whofe  power,  though  limited,  lhall  be  fufficient  to  conftitute  him  the  um¬ 
pire  of  all  their  interior  contefts,  and  who,  by  a  proper  direRion  of  their 
Rreiigth,  may  reftore  them  to  a  real  independency.  Their  condud;  in  the 
late  war  was  a  demonflrative  proof  that  themfelves  conceived  their  fecurity 
was  founded  in  the  clalhing  intereR  of  other  princes,  and  that  their  country 
was  not  in  Rich  great  danger  as  we  commonly  apprehended,  becaufe  the  di- 
vilion  of  the  fpoil  would  create  difficulties  among  the  neighbouring  powers. 

A  free  Rate,  whofe  inhabitants  are  rich,  furrounded  by  powerful  neigh¬ 
bours,  able  to  fupporc  a  confiderable  military  force,  and  yet  unwil¬ 
ling  to  fupport  it,  can  hardly  be  prefumed  to  exiR  long  without  fome 
change  :  at  leaR  we  may  conclude  that  fuch  a  fyRem  of  politics  as  that  of 
GREAT  BRITAIN  Contending  for  the  independency  of  the  united  pro¬ 
vinces,  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  laR  war,  without  their  exerting 
their  own  Rrength,  cannot  laR  long.  Suppofing  that  their  prefervation  was 
not  the  foie  motive  on  which  we  fet  out,  yet  it  muR  be  ever  allowed,  that 
if  FL ANhERs  becomes  a  prey  to  France,  and  the  barrier  is  loR,  the  liberty 
of  the  DUTCH  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  french  :  and  what  would  havq 
become  of  the  barrier  in  the  laR  war,  had  it  not  been  for  great  Britain, 
it  is  not  difficult  to  determine. 

I 

If  the  dutch  are  incapable  of  defending  themfelves  5  if  their  Rate, 
though  in  its  early  period,  is  grown  decrepit,  and  needs  a  fupport  i  can 
great  BRITAIN  afford  fuch  a  fupport,  or  muR  it  come  from  another 
quarter  on  the  continent  ?  What  quarter  is  hard  to  fay.  It  feems  more 
conRRent  with  their  intereR  to  change  to  fome  more  happy  form  of 
government,  by  a  confent  of  the  people,  than  to  run  the  hazard  of  be¬ 
ing  compelled  to  change  for  the  worfe^  by  fome  bold  invader  :  and  if 
their  independency  is  of  fuch  moment  to  us,  as  it .  may  be  prefumed  they 
imagine,  it  might  be  more  our  intereR  to  affiR  them  in  that  change, 
than  follow  fuch  a  fyRem  as  that  of  the  late  war.  The  dutch  are  te¬ 
nacious  of  their  liberty,  but  feem  to  fall  into  a  belief  that  they  need  not 
provide  the  means  of  fupporting  that  liberty,  as  their  good  Triends  the 

ENGLISH 
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ENGLISH,  and  other  allies,  will  do  that  biifinefs  for  them.  We  may  fee 
what  notions  Sir  william  temple  had  of  this  republic,  v/hen  he  fays. 

Thus  thefe  ftomachful  people,  who  could  not  endure  the  leafl  exercife 
“  of  arbitrary  power,  or  impofitions,  ‘  or  the  fight  of  any  foreign  troops, 
“  under  the  Spanish  government,  have  been  fmee  inured  to  all  of  them, 
“  in  the  higheft  degree  under  their  own  popular  magiftrates,  bridled  with 
‘‘  hard  law^s,  terrified  with  fevere  executions,  environed  with  foreign 
‘‘  forces,  and  opprefied  with  the  mofi;  cruel  hardlhip,  and  variety  of  taxes 
“  that  was  ever  known  under  any  government.”  .  It  might  be  expeded, 
that  the  remembrance  of  thefe  calamities,  which  did  not  arife  from  us,  but 
from  our  common  enemies,  fliould,  whilfi:  that  common  enemy  is  in  the 
fame  ftrength  and  inclination,  bind  them  to  us  in  the  RrongeR  friendflfip  ;• 
but  this  is  plainly  not  the  cafe. 

Politicians  feem  to  agree,  that  the  intereR  of  the  maritime  powers 
is  mutual:  that  is,  fo  dong  as  they  in  fadl  continue  to  be  maritime 
powers:  and  ought  not  the  united  provinces  to  continue  a  maritime 
power,  if  they  mean  to  fupport  an  independency  ?  The  union  of  fuch 
maritime  powers  might  be  a  counterpoife  to  that  of  the  houfe  of  bour¬ 
bon  :  whereas  if  they  aim  at  a  counterpoife  entirely  by  land,  it  is  plain  they 
muR  go  much  farther  for  it,  engage  in  deeper  expences,  and  complex  trea¬ 
ties  ;  and  take  Riare  in  the  quarrels  of  other  powers,  which  muR  render  the 
welfare  of  their  Rate  the  more  precarious.  Befides,  as  commerce  naturally 
encreafes  with  naval  Rrength ;  fuch  union  might  prove  the  beR  means  of 
checking  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  trade  of  other  countries,  and  particularly 
that  of  FRANCE,  whenever  it  Riould  prove  prejudicial  to  this  mutual  and 
natural  intereR.  However  confiRent  this  fyflem  may  be,  the  fadt  is,  that  in 
the  laR  war,  either  the  timidity  of  the  dutch  3  the  artifices  of  french 
minIRers,  v/ho  dlfguifed  this  matter  j  or  perhaps  that  persuasion  which 
is  apt  to  conquer  all  mankind,  inclined  them  more  to  fee  great  Britain 
ruined,  than  eredting  new  trophies  on  the  ruin  of  the  french  commerce. 
This  is  very  certain,  that  the  dutch  looked  with  a  jealous  eye  on  the 

BRITISH  trade,  concluding  that  every  Rep  it  w^as  advanced,  their  own 
✓ 

would  be  thrown  back. 
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If  our  infereft  rcally  mutual,  they  were  as  blind  to  tlieir  own  ad¬ 
vantage  and  fecurity-as'averfe  to  ours:,  and  if  it  was  not  mutual,  the  fydem 
of  our  politics  was  founded  on  a  fallacy,  which  they  eafily  faw  through-. 
It  is  a  truth  too  obvious  to  be  denied,  that  the  dutch  do  receive  fome 
pRESE>rT  advantages  by  their  commerce  with  France  ;  and  this  was  one 
great  obftaele  to  our  detaching  them  from  that  delufive  connexion^ 
As  to  the  FUTURE,  it  does  not  feem  to  be  the  fafliion  of  mankind  to  con- 
lider  j  their  thoughts  are  abforbed  in  prefent  gratifications.  If  this  were 
not  the  cafe,  I  prefume  the  thing  would  have  taken  a  different  turn,  and 
remoter  confequences  would  have  been  examined  into. 

If  the  game  had  been  played  fair,  the  queftion  is,  whether  the  bulk  of 
the  people  of  the  united  provinces  would  not  have  feen,  that  no 
point  can  be  more  elfential  to  them,  than  to  keep  the  wings  of  the  houfe 
of  BOURBON  fo  well  dipt,  as  to  put  it  out  of  her  power  to  fly  away  with 
their  country,  their  riches,  and  their  commerce  j  for  probably  they  mufi 
ALL  go  together  :  it  is  impoffible  they  can  be  the  fame  people  under  an . 
arbitrary  monarchy. 

Notwithftanding  all  the  artful  evafions,  and  ungeneroufnefs  of  the 
dutch  in  the  late  war;  it  is  hard  to  fay  what  had  been  their  fate,  if  Bri¬ 
tish  valour,  and  British  treafure,,  had  not  been  fo  much  employed  to 
keep  FRANCE  at  bay.  That  the  dutch  fet  out  upon  falfe  principles  iii 
the  late  war,  I  believe  all  the  world  will  grant.  Who  can  relate  without 
forrow,  the  event  of  the  battle  of  fontenoy,  when  vidory  was  fnatched 
from  us,  not  fo  much  by  our  enemies,  as  by  our  friends We  had  in^ 
deed  reafon  to  fufped,  that  the  dutch  did  not  mean  well  to  ua:  we  knew 
their  government  was  embaraffed,  and  wore  a  double  face.  Some  of  their 
miniders  were  for  fighting,  others"  for  a  neutrality,  and  all  for  faving 
their  money  at  the  expence  of  their  very  good  and  generous  friends 
andantient  allies.  At  length  they  compromifed  the  matter,  and  made 
war  in  parade,  as  an  excellent  expedient  to  fave  appearances,  and  to  quiet 
the  minds  of  their  own  people,  that  no  defperate  attempt  might  be  made 
to  call  the  prince  of  orange  to  the  office  of  his  ancedors.  Thofe  in 

office 
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office  knew  that  fuch  a  Rep  would  eclipfe  that  authority,  by  means  of 
which. they  had  fo  long  lorded  it  over  the  Rate,  and  enriched  themfelves 
and  their  families. 

It  is  remarkable  that  our  enemies,  who  knew  the  orders  and  inclination  ^ 
of  the  DUTCH,  from  a  generofity  peculiar  to  foldiers,  at  the  fame  tlme^ 
they,  exulted  in  our  credulity,  laughed  them  to  fcorn.  We  pulled  them  i 
indeed  to  the  feene  of  a6tion  ;  but  we  could  not  p  u  l l  the  trigers  of  their 
mulkets,  nor  fecure  their  horfes  from  being  killed,:  if- they  had  en-^- 
gaged. 

But  what  Ihall  we  fay  of  the  friendfhip  and '  good  ' intentions  of .  the 
DUTCH  at  that  time,  if  to  this  very  day  they  avow  they  could,  not  fight.. 
Morally  confidered,  nations  are  not  accountable  to  nations  for  errors  in  poli¬ 
tics  but  they  are  anfwerable  to  each  other  for  the  non-obfervance  of  trea¬ 
ties.  Whatever  motives  biaffed  the  condud:  of  thefe.  republicans,  the  inference 
from- real  fad,,  cannot  but  raife  an  indignation  in-  the  breaRs  of  thofe  wHo 
are  inclined  to  ihed  a  tear  to.  the  manes  of  our  brave  countrymen,.' who 
fell  in  that  unequal  war.-  If  the  dutch  had  declared  at  that  Hme  that 
they  WOULD  not,  or,  which  is  the  fame,  that  they  could  not  light,  and 
that  their  army  was  only  for  parade  and  obfervation  ;  I  prefume,  in  fuch 
cafe,  we  could  complain  only  of  the  inadivity  of  their  auxiliary.. 
troops  as  Ripulated  by  treaty.  And  the  queRion  is,  if,  in  Rich  cafes,,  the 
party  failing  is  not  fubjed  to  all  confequences.  If  this  dodrine  was  proved  . 
good,  the  dutch  might  now  owe  us  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  pounds, 
with  a  further  debt  which  they  can  never  pay,  the.  lives  of  fifteen  or. 
twenty  thoufand  of  the  braveR  troops  in  the  world.. 

What  fenfe  the  people  of  Holland  had  of  their,  engagements  to  us,  . 
appears,  in  fome  meafure,  from  their  behaviour,  when  news  arrived  at  the 
HAGUE  of  the  battle  of  fontenoy.'  It  went  current  that  we  had  deferted  • 
tlie  DUTCH,  and  left  them  to  be  cuLin  pieces;  infomuch  that  the  inhabitants  , 
were  highly  incenfed,  and  exclaimed  bitterly,  as  if  the  English  had  com-  • 
pleated  that  ruin,  which  our  condud  in  the  queen’s  war,  they  faid,  had.  ’ 
almoR  produced.  When  the  real  fad  was  known^  and  the  tables  turned 
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ort  them,  though  it  aflforded  confolation  with  regard  to  the.fafety  of  their 
army,  the  rulers  of  the  state  thought  it  neceffary  for  their  own 
fafety  to  retire  out  of  the  town  :  this  was  a  tacit  acknowledgment,  that 
however  difpofed  the  people  might  be  to  .pufh  on  the  v/ar,  they  themfelves 
favoured  the  fchemes  of  France. 

To  fpeak  difpaffionately  of  the  conduct  of  the  dutch,  we  may  refle(51: 
on  their  fpecious  manner  of  reafoning.  Did  weadelire  you,”  fay  they, 
to  make- war,  much  lefs  to  bring  it  to  our  doors'?  And,  after  all,  what 
“  reliance  could  we  make  on  you,  when  a  handful  of  rebels  in  scot- 
“  land  occafioned  the  demand  of  fix  thoufand  of  our  bert:  troops,  at  a 
time  when  we  mod  needed  them  ourfelves  ?  If  other  powers  do  not 
‘‘.'keep  FRANCE  within  bounds;  the  united  provinces  may  become  an 
‘‘  eafy  conqueft,  in  fpite  of  all  your  endeavours  to  preferve  us.”  This  ex- 
cufe  carries,  with  it  fome  weight :  but  they  forget  that  it  was  their  condudl 
at.  FONTENOY  which  brought  on  thofe  Confequences  ;  that  their  fix’  thou¬ 
fand  men  were  of  no  ufe  to  us  with  regard  to  the  rebellion  ;  and  laflly, 
that  the  prcfervatipn  of  the,  united  provinces,  in  fpite  of  the  french 
partizans,  became  at  length  one  great  objeft  of  the  war:  there  rnuft  then 
he  an  unaccountable  defedlion  in  the  hearts  of  Dutchmen,  to  allow  this 
reafoning  to  be  good.  The  time  may  not  be  far  off  when  they  will  fol- 
licit  us  do  ad:  in  confederacy  with  them,  and  when  they  will  not  have 

any  delufive  referves,  '  ‘ 

''  - 

The  prefent  political  conteft,  if  we  can  with  propriety  fay  there  is  any 
contefl,  feems  to  be,  whether,  in  cafe  of  another  war,  great  Britain 
ought  to  fend  her  native  troops  abroad  ;  or  confine  herfelf  to  the  water, 
and  make  her  money,  in  a  reafonable  proportion  with  other  princes, 
fight  her  battles  on  the  continent  ? 

Happily  for  Europe,  France  is  notable  tofupport  a  great  army,  and 
a  great  fleet  alfo,  for  any  length  of  time.  But  as  we  fornetimes  fee  na¬ 
tional  efforts,  which  baffle  all  the  fyflems  of  the  mofl  acute  politicians ;  and 
as  FRANCE  may  make  a  formidable  figure  both  by  land  and  fea;  can  we 
-confiflently  negled  our  land-forces  ?  If  it  is  neceffary  to  preferve  the  inde¬ 
pendency 
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pehdchcy  of  the  dutch  -j  k  may  be  alfo  neceffary  to  employ  our  troops, 
as  well  as  our  money,  on  the  continent.  It  might  be  fortunate  indeed  to 
eftablifh  a  fyftem  which  would  Tender  a  great  land-force  unneceffary.  If 
it  is  inconliflent  for  us  to  attempt  the  fupport  of  great  armies,  and  great 
fleets  alfo,  we  may  prefume  that  great  Britain  will  adhere  to  the 
fyllem  which  renders  that  force  leall:  neceflary,  which  is  mofl:  expenflve. 

Embarkations  of  our  land-men  may  fometimes  be  neceflary  for 
fuch  purpofes,  as  neither  our  fliips  nor  money  can  execute  without 
them  ;  and  in  behalf  of  thofe  flates  whom  it  is  our  duty,  and  may  be  our 
obligation  by  treaty  to  preferve  on  the  general  principle  of  commercial 
interefl;.  But  where,  and  in  what  numbers,  feems  to  be  a  point  which  . 
the  occaflon  only  can  determine.  I  apprehend  one  rule  of  politics  cannot 
fuit  all  times,  more  than  one  medicine  all  diflempers. 

The  fending  great  armies  abroad  has  been,  among  others,  a  means  of 
involving  Britain  in  a  very  large  debt.  But  it  is  alfo  true,  that  France 
has  been  greatly  impoveriflied  by  her  wars.  That  the  latter  has  made  - 
vafl  acquifltions  by  commerce  within  fifty  years  paft,  mufl:  be  granted  ;  , 
but  yet  it  is  difputed  if  flie  is  now  fo  rich,  compared  with  other  states, 
as  flhe  was  in  king  william’s  reign  :  and  fince  money  is  the  finews  of 
war,  we  mufl;  reckon  the  flirength  of  states  by  their  riches,  compared  . 
with  other  states,  as  well  as  by  their  numbers,  valour,  and  genius  for  . 
war. 

There  are,  I  believe,  fome  general  maxims,  which  are  neceflary  for  every 
government  to  adopt,  as  far  is  they  are  pradicable  without  adhering  to  a 
blind  prejudice.  If  the  naval  force  of  great  Britain  is  her  proper  and  . 
natural  flrength,  confidering  her  fituation,  produce,  and  the  genius  of  the 
people  i  will  it  not  follow,  that  the  more  of  fuch  flrength  flie  polTefles,  in 
proportion  to  other  states,  the  greater  will  be  her  commerce,  and  con- 
fequently  her  riches  ?  And  if  fhe  is  flrongefl:  at  fea,  may  flie  not  com-  - 
mand  the  fource  of  french  power,  which  is  almofl  the  foie  objedl  flie  • 
has  to  fear  ?  . 

En- 
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Enquiries  after  political  knowledge  foon  create  difficulties,  which  fug- 
geftthat  the  ftudy  of  politics  is  no  vulgar  talk,  though  we  talk  of  it 
fo  familiarly.  Minifters,  like  other  men,  are  fometimes  biaffed  by  their 
paffions  and  prejudices,  to  commit  abfurdities  j  but  it  is  their  duty  to  un- 
derftand  the  intereft  of  a  nation,  and  their  trade  to  manage  it.  Others  ought 
to  approve  or  condemn  with  moderation,  as  the  fureft  way  to  come  at  the 
truth,  without  confounding  themfelves  with  the  ufe  of  names  and  words, 
to  which  their  ideas  are  not  adequate. 


C  H  A  P.  LI. 

T'hc  author  leaves  the  VLKGM'E.  A  defcription  of  delft.  Of  rotter- 
.DAxM,  its  trade  ^  and  the  British  fadfory  efablijhed  there.  A  fort  ac~ 
count  of  HELvoET,  and  the  prefent  low  fate  of  the  dutch  navy. 

T  H  E  2 2d  of  October  I  left  the  hague,  and  returning  back  part  of 
.the  way  on  the  fame  canal  on  which  I  came  from  leyden,  I  arrived 
at  delft  in  an  hour,  the  diftance  being  only  three  miles.  The  land  here 
Is  low,  and  there  is  no  particular  objedt  that  drikes  the  eye. 

Delft  is  furrounded  by  a  confiderable  extent  of  flat  meadow  lands : 
this  place,  which  is  very  antient,  is  well  known  for  its  earthen  ware, 
which  goes  by  that  name.  It  is  a  very  pleafant  town,  and  well  peopled  : 
the  inhabitants  are  computed  at  above  twenty  thoufand.  Its  fltuation  has 
invited  feveral  perfons  of  fortune  and  diftindtion  to  take  up  their  habita¬ 
tions  there  j  but  the  trade  of  the  place  is  not  confiderable.  It  has  how¬ 
ever  a  chamber  in  the  east-india  company,  and  a  rank  in  the  aflem- 
bly  of  the  states  of  the  province  of  Holland.  This  city  was  burnt 
down  in  1536,  and  in  1654  the  greatefl;  part  of  it  was  blown  up  by  an 
accident  of  the  powder-magazine  taking  fire  j  but  thefe  misfortunes  have 
rather  contributed  to  its  beauty,  than  defeds,  as  may  be  inferred  from  its 
prefent  appearance. 

From  hence  I  departed  for  Rotterdam  \  the  diflance  is  hardly  feven 
ENGLISH  miles.  This  place  may  well  be  efteemed  next  in  rank  to  Am¬ 
sterdam  5  and,  in  regard  to  great  Britain,  and  the  fouthern  trade 

of 
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of  EUROPE,  has  many  advantages  beyond  that  city  :  the  navigation  of  the 
MAESE  being,  without  comparifon,  more  fafe  and  commodious  than  that 
of  the  texel:  the  air  and  the  water  are  alfo  better  than  in  Amster¬ 
dam.  The  canals  here  being  broad  and  deep,  convey  fhips  of  burthen 
into  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  exhibit  a  view  of  a  flourifliing  trade.  Be¬ 
ing  thus  a  rival  in  commerce  to  the  metropolis,  it  is-  confidcred  as  an 
objedt  of  fome  jealoufy  j  but  the  power  is,  for  the  mofl:  part,  in  the 
hands  of  the  merchants  of  Amsterdam.  Many  of  the  commodities  im¬ 
ported  here  center  chiefly  in  that  city,  confequently  the  fpirit  of  compe¬ 
tition  does^not  rife  very  high.  There  is  indeed  bufinefs  enough  in  both  ci¬ 
ties  fo  furnifli  employment  to  a  great  number  of  hands. 

i 

Rotterdam  has  a  further  advantage:  the  paffage  of  the  maese  is 
generally  open,  particularly  in  hard  winters,  fooner  than  that  of  the  texel. 
They  have  great  magazines  of  EAST-IN Di A  goods,  this  city  having  its 
quota  of  that  trade.  Tobacco,  corn,  and  rice  are  alfo  confiderable  articles, 
.  and  chiefly  imported  from  great  Britain  :  they  have  great  quantities 
of  tallow  from  Ireland,  for  which  they  return  flax,  which  is  a  commo- 
'  dity  much  cultivated  in  the  united  provinces,  as  it  will  bear  a  high 
rent  of  land,  if  properly  conduced. 

In  this  city  is  a  very  good  exchange,  where  the  merchants  meet,  and 
tranfadt  their  buflnefsj  it  was  fmifhed  folate  as  the  year  1736."  Here  arc 
feveral  public  buildings  of  note ;  but  the  mofl:  remarkable  is  the  great 
church  dedicated  to  St,  lawrence,  in  which  are  the  monuments  of  fe¬ 
veral  peifbnsof  diftindlion,  particularly  of  their  mofl;  celebrated  fea-oflicers, 
among  whom  is  that  of  admiral  de  wit.  On  the  great  bridge  is  a  flatue 
of  the  famous  ejiasmus,  who  was  born  in  1467  in  a  fmall  houfe  very  near 
to  the  flatue. 

The  BRITISH  fadlory  in  this  place  is  very  confiderable, -and  is,  for  the 
mofl  part,  compofed  of  north  britons  of  the  church  of  Scotland, 
for  which  they  have  a  church  or  meeting-houfe.  During  the  war  in 
FLANDERS  Under  the  duke'of  Marlborough,  an  epifcopal  church 
v/as  built  by  the  contribution  of  tlae  English  'ofiicers,  merchants,  and 

Vo  l.  II,  X  X  mari- 


346  ■  OF  THE  TRADE  AND  BRITISH  Partin. 

mariners ;  and  this  is  faid  to  be  the  only  regular  epifcopal  church  counte¬ 
nanced  and  eftablilhed,  belonging  to  British  fubje<fts  out  of  great 

BRITAIN. 

Mr.  DAVISON,  and  feveral  others  of  the  fadors,  received  me  with  great 
marks  of  regard  and  politenefs,  as  well  in  confequence  of  the  feveral  let¬ 
ters  of  recommendation,  which  my  friends  at  Amsterdam  had  given 
me,  as  the  hofpitality  for  which  the  fadory  is  difhnguiflied.  Provifions 
here  are  not  cheap,  though  plenty.  The  fadors  live  parfimonioufly,  after 
.the  manner  of  the  country,  without  parade,  but  with  great  fatisfadion  and 
convenience.  Expence,  noife,  and  fliew,  are  indeed  but  the  fhadows  of 
pleafure,  to  minds  not  fpoiled  by  a  habit  of  living  in  a  croud,  or  in  pur- 
iliit  of  trifling  amufements.  The  expence  of  eating  and  drinking,  in 
THE  HIGHEST  TASTE,  as  is  Ordinarily  underflood,  generally  ferves  but 
to  remove  us  the  farther  from  the  happinefs  we  feek.  The  true  end 
of  thefe  fupports  of  nature,  is  better  anfwered  by  a  little,  than  much  ^  by 
a  difh  or  two,  rather  than  by  a  multiplicity  j  if  we  conflder  what  is  due  to 
health,  to  a  clear  underllanding,  to  moderate  paflions,  fubmiflive  appetites^ 
to  a  virtuous  cafl:  of  thought,  and,  in  a  word,  to  the  true  felicity  of  life. 

The  27th  I  left  Rotterdam  j  the  moft  fpeedy  conveyance  is  faid  to 
be  to  NEWSLU.YS  in  a  yatch,  and  from  thence  by  land  to  helvoet.  It 
was  my  deflre  to  fee  the  banks  of  the  maese,  I  therefore  preferred  going 
all  the  way  by  water.  There  are  many  fertile  and  agreeable  fpots  of 
land,  but  the  whole  did  not  anfwer  the  idea  I  had  conceived  of  dutch 
induftry,  and  knowledge  of  improvement  as  extended  to  every  part 
Helvoet  sluys  is  w^ell  known,  as  the  port  from  whence  the  Harwich 
packet  boats  fet  off  on  wednefdays  and  faturdays.  Though  this  is  ef- 
teemed  one  of  the  befl;  harbours  in  the  united  provinces,  yet  the 
town  is  in  itfelf  very  inconfiderable,  having  only. three  fmall  flreets,  and 
a  quay  j  the  laft  is  of  fome  extent,  and  borders  a  great  part  of  the  har¬ 
bour.  From  this  place  the  ifland  of  goree  appears  to  the  fouth,  as  a 
fandy  country,  and  Zealand  is  to  the  north  of  it. 

*  We  muft  make  great  allowances,  in  all  countries,  with  regard  to  thofe  lands  contiguous  to  the  Tea. 

Having 
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Having  often  heard  of  the  naval  ftrength  of  the  united  provinces, 
fo  formidable  at  fea  within  little  more  than  half  a  century  j  and  as  I  had 
hardly  feen  a  fhip  of  war  in  any  other  port  of  thefe  provinces,  I  entertain¬ 
ed  fome  expedlation  of  being  agreeably  furprifed  at  helvoet.  However 
all  the  naval  flrength  which  I  could  difcover,  amounted  only  to  ten  capital 
-iliips :  thefe  indeed  appeared  to  be  clean  and  in  good  order,  but  with¬ 
out  any  modern  improvement  in  their  flrudture.  In  this  particular  the 
DUTCH  are  faid  to  be  forty  years  behind  the  English;  nor  ought  we  to 
be  furprized,  conhdering  how  great  a  decline  there  has  been  of  dutch 
naval  Idrength.  Whether  this  wondrous  change  is  an  elfedl  of  unavoid¬ 
able  calamities ;  or  of  voluntary  national  defedlion  from  their  antient 
maxims  of  government,  the  reader  will  befl  judge  from  the  modern  ac¬ 
counts  of  thefe  *  PROVINCES.  It  is  not  one  hundred  years  fince  the 
dutch  were  able  to  vie  with  England;  and,  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
lafl  century,  even  in  the  time  of  peace,  they  thought  it  their  intereft  to 
employ  between  thirty- five  and  forty  Ihips  of  war.  Upon  an  emergency 
they  were  able  to  fend  a  hundred  fail  to  fea  :  it  was  computed,  that  the 
fupport  of  thirty  capital  fhips  then  coft  them  annually  only  fix  millions  of 
guilders  Perhaps  the  time  is  not  far  off  when  they  will  be  again  obliged 
to  fight  at  fea,  as  well  as  by  land :  but  if  this  power  is  departed  from 
-  them,  which  feems  to  be  the  cafe,  and  great  Britain  left  to/take  care 
of  herfelf,  the  larger  portion  of  commerce  mufi  fall  to  her  fhare,  in  order 
'to  the  fupport  of  a  greater  naval  force.  This  confideration  feems  to  put 
us  in  mind  of  the  prefent  fituation  of  great  Britain,  and  the  ne- 
cefilty  of  application  to  our  marine ;  not  only  as  a  counterbalance  to  the  ac¬ 
cumulating  firength  of  France,  but  as  an  eafy  and  natural  expedient  to 
compenfate  for  the  infufficiency  of  the  dutch. 


1  had  the  pleafure  to  find  here  a  fmall  fquadron,  with  four  yachts,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  crown  of  great  , Britain,  under  the  command  of  lord 
ANSON,  his  BRITANNIC  majefiy  being  exped:ed  to  embark  in  a  few  days. 
This  fight  gave  me  the  more  pleafure,  as  I  had  not  feen  a  British  fiiip 
of  war  for  near  eight  years  before.  It  alfo  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of 


^  550,0001.  In  ENd-AND  reckoning  five  hundred  men  in  e.ich  (hip,  it  would  be  720,000!. 

X  X  2  feeing 
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feeing  fome  of  my  old  acquaintances,,  particularly  my  honoured  friend 
captain  edwards,  who  commanded  the  charlotte  yacht.'  I  had  no- 
time  to  accept  his  civilities,  as  I  embarked  in  the  packet  a  fhort  time  after 

I 

my  arrival  there., 

t 

The  packets  are  built  commodioufly  for  palfengers,  and  have  about 
fourteen  beds,  or  cabbins.  In  thefe  veflels  there  feems  to  be  a  certain  de¬ 
gree  of  equality  obferved  between  the  officers  and  men,  which  flackens 
the  reins  of  difcipline  5  and  perhaps  it  is  from  the  fhoftnefs  of  the  paffiage, 
that  there  is  not  fuch  a  regard  to  oeconomy,  as  one  would  expe(51:  where 
no  merchandife  are  fuppofed  to  be  carried.  They  talk  much  of  the  dan¬ 
gerous  navigation  between  helvoet  and  Harwich  i  but  at  the  fame 
time  confefs,  that  only  one  packet  has  been  loft  within  the  compafs  of 
any  memory.  The  28th,  after  a  paftage  of  twenty- two  hours,  the  wind" 
blowing  hard  from  the  eaft,  I  landed  at  Harwich. 
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PART  IV. 

MORAL  and  POLITICAL 

REFLEXIONS 

In  relation  to" 

GREAT  B  R  I  T  A  I  N. 

c  H  A  p;  Lir. 

I 

Reflexions  on  the -ufe  of  travelling,  T!he  difliculty  of  taking  up  a  political  . 
faith.  Thoughts  on  public  love  in  a  free  fate.  Ir  religion  the  ordinary 
fource  of  national  calamities., 

f  'FRANKS  to  the  goodnefs  of  providence,  I  am  now  returned  into. ■ 
JL  this  HAPPY  ISLAND  j  happy,  in  fpite  of  all  it’s  blemiflies,  com¬ 
pared  with  any  country  that  I  have  yet  been  acquainted  with.  Per- 
fedt  happinefs  moil  certainly  is  not  the  lot  of  mortals  on  this  fide  the 
grave  :  the  portion  of-  blifs,  which  heaven  has  granted  to  this  country, 
like  the  diforders  arifing  from  fanguine  health,  feems  to  create  a  fatiety, 
even  in  thofe  who  have  a  claim  to  the  reward  of  virtue  j  as  if  we  were  to 
learn  from  hence,  that  there  is  yet  a  better  country,  whither  we  are  travel¬ 
ling,  where  only  the  mind  can  pofTefs  an  entire  fatisfadlion. 

The  paffage  of  a  merchant 'from  one  country  into  another,  in  purfuif 
of  commercial  affairs,  ought  not  to  be  confidered  in  the  fame  light,  as  the 
travels  of  a  man  of  letters,  in  fearcli'of  arts  or  learning:  but  if  in  the 
courfe  of  their  obfervation  they  have  fupported  one  common  fpirit  of 

national .  affedtion  \  in  proportion  to  their  advantages  of  education  and  na-. 

tural 
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tural  abilities,  the  efFed:  will  be  in  a  great  degree  fimiiar.  Their  own 
..country  muft  neceffarily  become  the  dearer  to  them,  according  as  they 
difcover  the  fuperiority  it  enjoys  in  laws  and  government  above  other  na- 
.tions.  Being  thus  excited  by  a  generous  emulation,  inftead  of  bringing 
home  the  vices  of  other  countries,  they  will  drive  to  plant  the  virtues 
which  are  more  peculiar  to  foreign  climes,  and  not  the  proper-growth  of 
their  own  foil. 

The  ravages  of  time,  the  ruins  of  cities,  the  defolation  of  countries, 
‘the  tyranny  of  kings,  the  folly  and  Iniquity  of  fubjedts  in  felling  fhem- 
felves  like  beads  to  the  daughter  5  with  all  the  pernicious  efFe<ds  of  arbi¬ 
trary  power,  mud,  in  a  ferious  mind’  draw  redexions  on  the  uncertainty 
of  liuman  affairs.  By  tracing  thefe  events,  as  near  as  podible  to  their 
fource,  the  heart  will  be  lifted  up  to  the  great  author  of  nature,  and  adopt  a 
conddent  principle  concerning  the  general  law  of  his  moral  government, 
by  obferving  how  vice  is  ever  productive  of  mifery.  Though  the  difpen- 
■  rations  of  his  providence  are  oftentimes  incomprehendble,  yet  this,  ought 
not  to  weaken  a  deady  perfuadon,  that  virtue  is  in  every  region,  and  under 
every  government,  acceptable  to  him  ;  “  that  what  he  delights  in 

MUST  BE  HAPPY,”  however  the  face  of  things  may  appear.  And  to 
check  every  fond  prefumption  of  independency,  though  we  grafp  the  deet- 
ing  moments,  it  is  but  as  to-morrow  when  a  curtain  will  be  drawn  over 
all  the  glories,  as  well  as  the  miferies  of  this  world.  In  the  mean  while, 
whether  we  go  abroad,  or  remain  at  home  j  enjoy  a  profudon,  or  medio¬ 
crity  of  the  gifts  of  providence,  we  are  travelling  to  another  country.  Our 
nobled  fcience,  our  highed  accomplifhment,  our  fupreme  felicity,  is  the 
knowledge  and  obfervance  of  that  compafs,  whofe  needle  points  to  our 
proper  homej  to  thofe  regions,  where  millions  of  bleffed  fpirlts  inhabit  ^ 
where  the  eye  will  be  fatisded  with  feeing,  the  underdanding  with  know¬ 
ledge,  and  the  heart  with  delights,  of  which  this  world  can  give  but 
faint  ideas. 

Whether  hackneyed  in  the  paths  of  gain  and  ambition ;  or  purfuing 
the  delights  of  a  philofophic  and  religious  cad  of  thought;  life  dill 
.ebbs  out  much  fader  than  we  can  cadly  difcover,  or  deal  fairly  enough 

with 
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with  ourfelves  to  acknowledge.  But  a  day,  an  hour  employed  in  the 
exercife  of  reafon,  and  the  pradice  of  religion,  is,  upon  the  whole,  pre¬ 
ferable  to  an  age  wafted  in  foolifti  purfuits  which  rife  no  higher  than  this 
world. 

# 

The  foul  is  ever  adive  :  this  world  is  its  fcene,  as  a  prelude  to  the  next; 
fome  ruling  principle  will  always  poftefs  and  lead  us  on  to  adion.  To  be 
idle,  and  to  be  happy,  is  a  contradidion  :  but  however  employed,  he 
has  no  mean  lot  who  glides  through  life  in  tranquil  filence,  though  unob-  • 
ferved.  Perhaps  he  is  one  of  the  moft  happy  of  men  ;  but  all  are  not  - 
capable  of  this  felicity. 

We  cannot  refled  too  often,  that  “  True  felf-love  and  focial  are  the 
“  fame  yet  conlidering  man  as  a  unity,  self  muft,  and  ought  to  pre-  ‘ 
dominate.  That  is  beft  for  him  which  is  moft  produdive  of  his  parti¬ 
cular  happinefs,  with  refped  to  the  fcene  in  which  he  takes  his  part ;  and 
in  which  he  is  beft  qualified  to  ad  with  dignity,  and  with  a  due  regard  to 
both  v/orlds.  We  are  happy  only  when  we  are  employed,  and  when  fome 
PARTICULAR  OBJECT  govems  the  Icfier  paffions  and  defires.  The  wife 
author  of  nature  certainly  intended  that  this  object  fhould  be  himself, 
and  that  all  the  various  connedions  of  our  animal,  our  focial,  our  intel- 
ledual  nature,  ftiould  ultimately  terminate  in  him,  and  be  fubfcrvient  to 
this  end.  Here  then  let  our  enquiry  reft  :  and  fince  every  day  brings 
eternity  the  nearer,  the  contemplation  of  that  eternity  ought  in  all  reafon 
to  encreafe,  as  our  hours  are  fleeting  away.  Without  negleding  the  ordi-  - 
nary  courfe  of  his  affairs,  the  merchant  who  is  wife,  will  apply  moft  vi¬ 
gilantly  to  that  bufinefs  in  which  his  whole  fortune  is  embarked. 

As  the  peculiar  happinefs  of  this  government  leads  every  thinking  fub- 
jed  to  difclofe  freely  his  fentiments,  as  far  as  he  may  judge  them  condu¬ 
cive  to  the  national  welfare,  may  I  finifh  my  book  with  fome  indul¬ 
gence  of  this  fort  ?  But  in  fpeaking  of  public  affairs,  the  mind  ought, 
in  a  more  peculiar  manner,  to  be  divefted  of  all  prepoffeffion,  or  it  can  > 
anfwer  no  end  but  to  adopt  or  confirm  a  principle,  which,  though  true,  , 
lofes  its  charms  by  being  founded  in  prejudice.  If  the  purfuit  of  wif- 
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dom  and  virtue  is  the  proper  bufinefs  of  life,  we  ought  to  examine  before 
we  pronounce  fentence  j  and  always  to  be  diffident  where  we  have  not 
had  opportunities  of  knowledge.  I  am  veiy  fenfible  that  even  general  re¬ 
flexions  on  political  intereft,  belong  to  thole  who  are  grown  grey  in  ex¬ 
perience,  rather  than  for  tranfient  fpedlators. 

The  knowledge  which  I  have  of  my  own  country  being  acquired  a- 
broad,  and  very  limited,  the  affairs  of  it  now  appear  to  me  in  a  great 
meafure  as  matter  of  enquiry  and  curiofity,  as  well  as  intereft.  Things 
.ever  flrike  us  moft  while  they  are  moft  new :  the  indulgent  reader  may 
confider  me  yet  as  a  traveller,  who  gives  his  thoughts  of  things  as  their 
novelty,  their  variety,  or  their  fingularity  affed:  him  j  with  fome  diftinc- 
tion  hov/ever  in  regard  to  the  motive,  as  well  as  fome  previous  know¬ 
ledge  derived  from  the  early  impreffions'of  youth. 

It  is  the  happinefs  of  a  free  fiate,  direded  by  good  laws,  that  every 
, member  belonging  to  it  is  entitled  to  protedion,  fo  long  as  he  obeys  thofe 
Jaws.  The  dignity  he  derives  from  hence  raifes  him  in  his  ov/n  efieem: 
.this  is  apt  to  render  him  inquifitive  in  matters  of  which  he  is  not  qualifi¬ 
ed  to  judge,  and  is  the  caufe  of  infinite  follies.  Even  thofe  wfio  'are  bred 
up  in  the  knowledge  of  national  affairs  in  England,  are  generally  fway- 
ed  by- their  prejudices  in  favour  of  fome  perfon  or  party  j  in  the  mean 
.while  the  number  of  the  judicious  and  unprejudiced  is  fo  fmall,  that  a 
man  has  hardly  any  opportunity  of  learning  how  to  fettle  his  mind. 

t 

How  can  it  be  imagined  in  an  age  in  which  corruption  aboundsj  not 
in  ENGLAND  Only,  but  in  every  country,  that  only  virtuous  men  fliould 
be  in  office?  To  rail  at  them,  without  confidering  the  corruption  of 
mankind  in  general,  mufi:  render  the  complainant  fufpeded  of  difeon- 
tent,  becaufe  he  is  not  in  office  himfelf.  When  the  influence  of  the 
crown  preponderates,  and  the  meafures  which  are  purfued  do  not  imme¬ 
diately  produce  all  the  good  we  fondly  expected  j  the  fubjeds  who  do 
not  receive  any  pecuniary  advantages  from  the  government,  for 
others  have  generally  the  wit  to  hold  their  tongues,  are  apt  to  cry 
^ut  againft  the  court,  or  againfl:  the  minifter,  forgetting  that  the  true 
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fource  of  national  calamities,  in  a  free  flate,  is  the  venality  and  impiety 
of  the  people. 

It  muft  be  apparent  to  men  who  make  any  obfervations,  that  thofe  who 
bellowed  loud  for  liberty,  and  were  impatient  to  pull  down  thofe  in  power, 
have  generally  given  the  fame  offence  themfelves,  when  they  became 
veiled  with  authority  ;  whence  it  has  been  natural  to  conclude,  that  the 
people  were  capricious,  and  not  capable  of  contentment,  or,  with  fome 
few  exceptions,  all  equally  corrupt  j  and  changed  their  principles,  or 
their  condudt,  with  their  outward  condition. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  furprifing  to  me  how  little  the  people  of  this  ifland 
generally  feem  to  know  of  theif  own  advantages  and  happinefs.  Complaints 
are  fo  often  the  fubjedl  of  difeourfe,  even  among  the  more  fober  '  part, 
that  one  would  imagine  the  flate  was  under  the  greateft  diflrefs,  and  in 
imminent  danger  of  ruin.  “  How  great,  fay  they,  are  the  emoluments 
“  of  offices,  and  how  little  is  done  for  them  !  vanity  and  ambition,  and  a ' 
‘‘  devotion  to  luxury,  reign  in  the  breads  of  thousands  ;  and  the  rob- 
“  bery  of  their  country  by  every  bafe  artifice,  is  either  openly  countenan- 
ced  and  protected,  or  connived  at  and  left  unpuniffied ;  whilft  the  free- 
“  dom  eflabliflied  in  the  original  plan  of  this  government,  exlds  in  little 
“  more  than  a  name.  To  one  perfon  who  even  pretends  to  love  his 
country,  there  are  a  hundred  who  are  cheriffied,  if  not  openly  applaud - 
“  ed,  by  their  friends  or  confederates,  in  confequence  of  their  fortune  or 
“  addrefs  in  pillaging  the  public.  The  way  of  doing  this  with  dexterity 
“  and  addrefs,  is  a  fciencc  of  the  mod  profitable  kind.  Shall  we  draw  a 
“  curtain  over  our  nakednefs,  and  hide  our  ffiame  }  Alas  it  is  too  appa- 
“  rent  to  be  an  objecfl  of  concealment  !  Foreigners  fee  it,  and  will  con- 
“  temn  us  till  they  perceive  a  change  in  our  condition,  by  the  exertion  of 
“  national  virtue.  And  what  fatisfadlion  ought  it  to  afford  us,  if  other  na- 
‘‘  tions  are  more  vain  and  abandoned  than  this  ?  Do  we  dedre  to  put  on 
“  the  fame  kind  of  chains  as  they  wear,  and  with  all  the  advantages  of 
our  glorious  conditution  become  yet  more  wretched  than  they.^  Things 
“  are  come  to  that  pafs,  that  if  this  nation  does  exid,  it  mud  fird  fall  a 
“  ficrifice  to  venality,  and  rife  again  out  of  its  own  adies.  Are  we  not 
VoL.  II.  Y  y  eighty 
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“  eighty  millions  in  debt,  and  confequently  is  not  our  credit  plunged  deep  ? 

We  are  threatened  with  a  war  in  a  few  years,  but  what  meafures  are 
“  taken  to  reduce  that  debt,  and  enable  us  to  fupport  a  war  ?  ’Tis  hard  to 
“  fay  what  all  this  will  come  to.  Obferve  the  condud  of  fome  men  of 
the  greateft  quality  in  the  kingdom  j  perfons  who  in  many  refpeds  are 
“  worthy  of  great  honour  and  efleem  j  their  rank  and  fortune  fet  them  in 
a  point  of  view  to  make  their  examples  of  the  greatefl  moment  5  and 
“  YET  thefe  men  indulge  themfelves  in  a  paffion  for  gaming,  in  viola- 
“  tion  of  thofe  very  laws  they  made  themfelves,  and  by  which  the  hate 
“  is  to  be  fupported.  What  can  afford  more  delight  to  an  ambitious 
FRENCHMAN,  than  to  fee  fuch  men  promote  a  contempt  of  our 
‘‘own  laws  by  the  weight  of  their  excflhiple  ?  If  the  great  amufe 
“  themfelves  with  unlawful  games,  the  lower  classes  of  the  people 
“  will  have  theirs  alfo,  and  the  breach  of  laws  mufl  terminate  in  our 
“  shame,  our  DISHONOUR,  our  DECLINE,  our  RUIN.  Nor  will  our 
“  feeming  affluence  avail  us,  if  by  gradations  of  fplendid  infamy,  our 
“  veiy  leaders  condud  us  into  that  flavery,  under  which  almoft  eveiy  na- 
“  tion  of  the  world  already  mourns.” 

Now  what  impreffions  ought  a  man  to  receive  upon  hearing  fuch  fort 
of  complaints  ?  Are  they  true  in  the  whole,  or  in  part  ?  Are  they  the 
effeds  of  party  zeal,  of  prejudice,  of  a  natural  propenfity  in  the 
people  of  this  country  to  murmur,  notwithflanding  all  the  good  they 
enjoy  5  or  a  want  of  that  very  national  love  which  is  the  fubjed  of  com¬ 
plaint  j  or  in  fhort,  is  it  a  compound  of  all  thefe?  Under  our  prefent  cir- 
cumdances,  and  the  riches  and  liberty  which  we  really  enjoy,  complaints 
can  mean  no  more  nor  lefs  than  this ;  that  we  are  become  fo  weak  as 
not  to  difcern  our  own  intereff,  or  fo  vicious  as  not  to  regard  it  any  further 
than  theprefent  momentary  gratification.  If  this  be  true  in  any  degree,  the 
evil  is  rather  increafed  than  diminiffled  by  fuch  liberal  complaints.  Some 
may  talk  in  this  manner,  from  an  honefl  refentment  of  national  vices ; 
yet  it  is  to  be  doubted,  whether  their  refentment  is  not  blended  with  a 
fliare  of  that  veiy  immorality  which  is  the  fubjed  of  complaint.  That 
wc  polfefs  a  great  deal  of  virtue  is  a.s  clear  as  that  we  are  a  free  people. 
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But  that  we  have  not  virtue  enough  to  be  fo  formidable,  or  fecure  as 
providence  feems  to  invite  us  to  be,  is  the  complaint  of  thofe  who  wifli 
well  to  their  country  :  perhaps  it  is  equally  true  alfo ;  though  it  cannot 
be  demonftrated  fo  ealily  as  prefumed.  Surely  it  is  a  fault  to  indulge 
ourfelves  in  complaints  at  a  venture,  and  to  fling  at  men  in  public  life, 
though  we  are  tender  of  private  characters. 

If  to  rob  a  nation  by  colluflve  or  injurious  practices,  Is  an  atrocious 
crime,  with  what  conflflency  can  we  believe  that  thofe  who  pafs  for  ho- 
nefl:  men  have  been  guilty  of  it  ?  We  certainly  ought  to  be  tender  in  our 
accufations  of  this  kind.  Credulity  does  not  argue  any  ttrength  of  judg¬ 
ment  :  the  virtue  of  the  mind,  ever  rifes  or  falls,  with  the  charity  which 
we  cherifh  or  fupprefs. 

To  confider  things  and  perfons  according  to  the  common  fenfe  and  rea- 
fon  of  mankind,  “  There  are  few,  very  few,  fays  a  great  author  %  who 
“  have  the  opportunity,  and  the  will,  and  the  ability  to  repre- 
“  fent  things  truly.  Befide  the  matters  of  faCt  themfelves,  there  are 
“  many  circumstances  which  before  fentence  is  paft,  ought  to  be 
‘‘  known  and  weighed,  and  yet  fcarce  ever  can  be  known  but  to  the  per- 
‘‘  fon  himself  who  is  concerned.  He  may  have  other  views,  and  ano- 
“  ther  fenfe  of  things  than  his  judges  have  ^  and  what  he  understands, 
“  what  he  feels’,  what  he  intends,  may  be  a  fecret  confined  to  his 

own  breafl:.”  If  this  is  generally  true  in  common  life,  it  mufl:  often 
hold,  with  regard  to  thofe  who  are  charged  with  the  government  of 
A  nation  :  their  talk  requires  great  labour  and  abilities  j  and  proper 
allow^ance  mufl;  be  made  for  the  imperfections  of  human  nature,  efpeci- 
ally  with  regard  to  the  fallacies  of  men’s  judgments.  Hence  if  we  ought 
to  be  flow  ill  believing  injurioufly  of  mankind  in  general  on  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  dubious  reports,  or  by  opinions  drawn  from  confequences,  without 
regard  to  the  motives  of  aCtion  :  by  the  calumnious  echo  of  words  againfl 
men  in  high  office,  we  are  very  fubjeCt  to  err  with  regard  to  our  morals, 
as  well  as  our  judgment.  If  our  complaints  prevent  that  unanimity  on 
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which  the  good  of  every  ftate  depends,  we  may  imagine  ourfelves  to  be 
patriots,  and  yet  do  an  injury  to  .our  country. 

In  private  life,  a  difpofition  inclined  to  the  fubmiffive,  is  not  that  which 
makes  the  greateft  eclat ;  but  it  certainly  is  mod;  agreeable  to  the  dignity 
of  human  nature,  becaufe  it  was  pradifed  by  him  who  was  the  great 
pattern  of  human  perfedlion.  In  fpite  then  of  the  fuggeftions  of  pride, 
this  rule  of  condudt  mud;  be  the  mod;  amiable.  In  order  to  be  free,  is 
it  neeeflary  to  be  querulous  or  turbulent  ?  Freedom  mud:  arlfe  from  a  dea- 
dy,  even  principle,  a  determined  refolution  not  to  odend  againd  our  own 
minds,  or,  in  other  words,  to  adhere  to  what  is  right.  To  this  we  may 
add  vigilance  and  care  in  our  refpedlive  dations,  that  thofe  who  are  our 
immediate  guardians  take  no  deps  dedrudive  of  our  fafety. 

"  Our  compadion  for  human  infirmities,  is  generally  in  proportion 
to  the  degree  of  knowledge  we  have  of  human  nature..  This  con^ 
fideration  in  good  minds,  will  check  the  fplrit  of  national  com¬ 
plaint ’upon  trivial  evidence,  and  confequently  redore  a  greater  nation¬ 
al  virtue.  If  thofe  hours  fpent  in  political  fatyr,  were  applied  to  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  knowledge  and  virtue,  even  granting  there  is  frequent  occa- 
don  of  complaint,  what  good  might  we  not  exped?  Among  the"  lower 
dalles  of  the  people,  complaints  are  feldom  without  great  igno¬ 
rance}  and  thofe  of  the  higher  rank  generally  include  a  fecret  delire 
of  the  emoluments  podeded  by  the  very  perfons  who  are.  the  fubjeds 
of  fuch  complaints.  And  of  whom  diould  we  complain,  but 
of  ourfelves?  What  is  our  beaded  conditution?  What  our  darling 
liberty,  but  tliat  we  cannot  be  ruined  without  our  own  confent  ?  Was 
the  making  complaints  the  charaderidic  of  virtue,  we  fhould  then  be 
our  own  panegyrids  j  but  dill  they  would  anfwer  little  purpofe  till  wc 
brought  that  virtue- into*  adion.  One  vigorous  and  well  concerted  re- 
mondrance  of  a  real  evil,  mud  be  ever  more  effedual  than  a  tjadufand 
vague  complaints. 

If  we  condder  that  this  is  a  mixed  government,,  and  that  the  parts 
of  which  It  is  compofed  are  numerous,  we  may  indulge  a  jealoufy  ; 

'  .  but 
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but  hard  words  can  be  warrantable  only  when  the  iniquity  is  flagrant. 
Let  us  call  to  mind  the  advantages  we  enjoy  above  any  people  in  the 
world,  and  that  the  flaws  in  fome  charadters  and  difpofltions,  are  hid  by 
the  luflre  of  thofe  virtues  and  talents  which  fliine  forth  in  others.  If  we 
ever  looked  to  our  own  rather  than  to  our  neighbours  faults,  the  date 
would  CERTAINLY  be  the  better }  for  nothing  is  more  plain  than  this, 
that  every  individual,  who  governs  his  life  by  the  rules  of  right  reafon, 
contributes  to  the  government  of  the  kingdom.  We  all  know  that  go¬ 
vernment  mufl;  be  maintained,  power  muft  be  lodged  fomewhere.  We 
know  that  we  enjoy  liberty  j  thofe  who  doubt  whether  we  are  free  or 
nqt,  certainly  do  not  know  what  flavery  is. 

The  fpirit  of  contefl;  in  the  different  branches  of  the  legiflative  body  of ' 
this  ifland,  fee  ms  to  fubfide ;  and  yet  it  is  remarkable, 'that  the  words 

public  debt”  are  no  fooner  mentioned,  than  tlie  people  flart,  as  if  they 
faw  an  apparition  :  talk  of  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  they  fliake  their 
heads  and  cry,  “  Alas,  the  laws  are  trampled  upon.”  If  this  repofe  means 
an  union  of  councils,  it  is  a  happy  circumdance.  with  regard  to  the 
DEBT,  as  w^ell  as  to  that  libertinifm  againd  which,  we  have  reafon  to  com¬ 
plain..  It  cannot  be  prefumed  that  fuch  an  union  will  decline  intoafupine 
negligence,  much  lefs  be  employed  to.  didrefs  the  date.  e:=Tfi)|- 

It  may  be  obferved  further,  that  many  of  the  people  of  this  island, 
who  have  high  notions  of  liberty,  are  offended  at  the  name  and  pow^er  of 
a  FIRST  MINISTER,  asonc  of  the  -great  oflicers  of  the  date  is  genefallv 
called.  They  figure  to  themfelves  that  his  power  is  very  extenfive ;  and, 
from  an  obfervation  of  the  drong  connexions  between  his  office  and  . 
their  own  reprefentatives,  ,  imagine  that  he  may  do  whatever  he 
PLEASES  :  but  as,  in  fadt,  he  does  not  every  thing  they  think  is  right; 
they  conclude  immediately,  .  that  he  is  omifdve  in  his  duty  ;  purfues  the 
gratifications  of  his  own  ambition ;  and  therefore  his  power  tends  rather 
to  dedroy,  than  fupport  the  common-wealth. 

Opinions  taken  up  in  a  hurry,  and  with  prejudices,  are  hardly  ever  jud, 
with  regard  to  perfons,  or  things.  A  minider,  who  diould  happen  to  be 


a  man  . 
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a  man  of  very  great  parts,  and  very  great  diffimulation  and  ambition, 
is  indeed  an  objedt  of  jealousy  ;  but  if  the  people  are  true  to  them- 
felves,  how  can  fuch  a  man  fiipport  himfelf  in  his  power  ?  We  muft  be 
the  inflruments  of  our  own  ruin  whenever  that  happens.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  let  us  confider  this  office  in  the  hands  of  a  man,  who  means 
well,  whofe  ambition  is  apparently  limited,  and  whofe  private  charader 
has  nothing  dangerous  in  it ;  and  he  will  appear  as  neceffiary,  as  he  is  a  va¬ 
luable  fubjed.  Liberty,  in  tlie  highefl  fenfe,  has  been  ideal  ever  fince  the 
crime  of  our  fird  parents,  we  can  only  preferve  fuch  a  portion  of  it  as  we 
juflily  dignify  by  that  venerable  name.  To  prevent  perplexities  in  the 
councils  of  a  nation,  and  irrefolution  in  the  condud  of  government,  it  is 
become  neceffiary  in  fome  meafure  that  there  ffiould  be,  as  I  believe  there 
is,  in  almoft  every  department  of  the  government,  a  perfon  whom  they 
call  a  LEADING  MAN.  This  feems  to  be  the  natural  effed:  of  fuperior 
talents,  or  fuperior  induftry;  fome  diftinguifhed  power  of  doing  good,  or 
at  lead  a  reputation  of  integrity  and  dilintereffiednefs  :  thefe  men  are  not 
however  the  lords,  but  the  fervants  of  the  public  ;  and  fo  long  as  they  i 
■behave  with  moderation,  and  in  the  general  tenor  of  their  condud,  ad 
with  a  view  to  the  good  of  fociety,  though  with  fome  imperfedions, 
ought  diey^  not  to  be  conlidered  as  ufeful,  and  even  as  effiential  to  the 
well  being!  of  the  date  ?  Thus  the  matter  will  reft  on  the  degree  of  vice 
or  ,imperfed^ion,othat  ffiould  render  a  minifter  odious  or  difagreeable;  and 
in  our  eftimate  of  fuch  defeds,  we  muft  compare  men  with  men, - 
and  not  with  angels. 

With  regard  to  the  legiflative  body  of  this  nation,  the  ftrft  minifter, 
•for  this  is  the  term  that  all  parties  adopt,  I  prefume  is  a  kind  of  repre- 
fentative  on  behalf  of  the  regal  prerogative,  and  his  office  as  fuch  is  un- 
derftood  to  reconcile  the  difficulties  that  may  occur  concerning  the  inter- 
efts  and  inclinations  of  the  fovereign  and  his  fubjeds.  How  any  particu¬ 
lar  man  arrives  at  this  office,  is  as  eafy  to  comprehend,  as  that  kings,  like 
other  men,  chufe  fuch  inflruments  for  their  purpofes  as  they  think  beft; 
and  fometimes  they  chufe  with  great  propriety.  If  there  was  no  fuch 
perfon  for  the  crown,  it  feems  as  if  there  would  be  one  against  itj  and 

might 
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might  not  h  e  hurt  the  conftitution  yet  more,  lince  it  is  a  principle  efta- 
bliflied,  that  the  date  muft  be  fupported  by  monarchical,  though  limit¬ 
ed  POWER  ? 

All  periods  of  time  produce  a  numerous  train  of  difcontented  fubjedts, 
fome  WITH,  and  many  more  without  reafon.  Partiality  to  our  own 
faults  is  apt  to  make  us  ^afcribe  the  evils  we  fuffer,  real  or  imaginary,  to 
any  caufe,  rather  than  to  our  own  vices  and  imperfedlions.  The  com- 
parifon  of  charadlers  renders  them  odious  or  amiable ;  but  we  ought  not, 

I  think,  to  judge  from  a  few  choice  fpirits,  but  confider  what  is  the  ge¬ 
neral  turn  of  a  people. 

I 

Liberty,  national  honour,  or  whatever  idea  of  moral  excellence  charms 
us,  never  did,  nor  never  can  exifl;  long  without  virtue.  Virtue  is  the 
only  liable  foundation  on  which  the  happinefs  of  a  private  man,  a  fami¬ 
ly,  or  a  nation  can  be  built.  The  experience  of  all  ages  proves,  that 
every  refinement  foreign  to  this  motive,  muft  ultimately  terminate  in  ru¬ 
in.  Vice  may  reign  for  a  feafon  ;  but  the  fupreme  governor  of  the  world 
will  vindicate  his  authority :  and  though  this  does  not  always  happen 
within  the  fhort  compafs  of  human  life,  yet  national  vices  have  been 
ever  correded  by  national  calamities,  and  I  prefume  ever  will  be  fo.  It 
cannot  pofTibly  be  otherwife  in  the  nature  of  things )  for  if  there  is  a 
God  who  governs  the  world,  with  refped  to, men  religion  muft  be  the  ' 
rule  of  that  government.  The  coercive  power  of  human  legiflatures  • 
can  no  more  fupport  a  ftate  without  the  fuperior  law  of  religion,  than  ^ 
due  order  can  be  maintained  where  the  judge  is  as  corrupt  as  the  crimi¬ 
nal,  or  the  father  as  vicious  as  his  offending  fon.  The  hiftory  of  the 
world  proves  this  affertion,  and  I  believe  it  is  generally  found  true,  that 
fome  evils  which  happen  to  the  body  politic,  have  a  great '  analogy  with 
wounds  in  the  natural  body  j  that  is,  that  they  prove  extremely  difficult  to 
cure  when  the  habit  is  bad,  though  they  might  otherwife  be  eaffiy  healed. 

True  politics  are  undoubtedly  built  on  true  religion  :  a  nation  long  ac- 
cuftomed  to  be  governed  by  laws  founded  in  reafon,  and  a  defence  of 
the  rights  of  mankind,  cannot  fubmit  to  any  other,  without  the  con- 
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vulfive  pangs  of  expiring  liberty.  -  But  it  is  as  eafy  to  conceive  that  any 
Hate  may  be  diffolved  by  the  immorality  of  the  people,  as  that  there  are 

•  countries,  which  having  once  been  free,  now  groan  under  arbitrary  pow¬ 
er.  Let  the  miferies  of  fuch  countries  be  truly  known,  and  a  free  nation 
will  tremble  at  every  a6t  of  injuftice  that  may  produce  them.  What  a- 
vails  the  fuperiority  of  this  conftitution,  if  the  virtue  in  which  it  is  founded, 
does  not  continue  to  fupport  its  influence?  The  notion  of  liberty  would 
only  ferve  to  delude  us  with  an  imaginary  phantom  j  the  real  excellency 
of  it  MUST  ever  be  connedled  with  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  people 
correfponding  with  the  lawsj  their  knowledge  and  riches  being  only 
means  fubfervient  to  its  fupport. 

Were  we  to  lofe  our  virtue,  in  the  ftridleft  fenfe,  we  mufl;  lofe  our  li¬ 
berty  alfo.  The  arbitrary  power  which  prevails  in  fome  other  nation, 
would  be  a  compulflve  means  of  employing  their  flrength  to  our  ruin  ; 
^whilfl;  our  freedom  of  with-holding  our  afliflance  in  fupport  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  might,  by  our  ading  contrary  to  the  apparent  deflgns  of  pro¬ 
vidence,  prepare  an  eafler  way  to  their  conquefl,  if  we  did  not  fall  by 
our  own  'hands.  In  proportion  to  the  difobedience  of  laws,  divine  or  hu¬ 
man,  by  the  obfervance  of  which  the  conflitution  has  been  fo  long  and  fo 
happily  fupported,  it  mufl:  tend  to  its  diflolution  ;  for  the  contrary  of  that 

•  which  fet  it  up  mufl  throw  it  down  again.  I  think  nothing  can  be  more 
demonflrable  than  this  ;  if  libertinism  is  carried  to  a  certain  degree,  the 
COERCIVE  power  mufl  become  arbitrary,  in  the  rigid  fenfe  of  that 
word.  A  nation  which  has  not  virtue  enough  to  be  ruled  by  the  laws 
of  reafon,  mufl  fubmit  to  military  force,  as  is  now  the  cafe  of  much 
the  greatefl  part  of  the  world.  Thus  liberty  ceafes,  and  when  that 
is  gone,  it  is  no  impropriety  to  fay  the  nation  is  undone.  Has  ever  fo 
formidable  a  flate  as  this  fallen  but  under  the  weight  of  its  own  vices  ? 
Great  monarchies  have  been  diflolved  only  by  great  corruption  and  civil 
difcord  j  fo  that  the  Almighty  has  certainly  annexed  temporal  felicities 
to  nations,  as  well  as  eternal  rewards  to  men,  in  confequence  of  their 
virtue. 

\  r  ,  I  hope 
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I  hope  this  nation  will  continue  great  and  happy,  till  time  fliall  end  his 
reign ;  but  if  the  infcrutable  wifdom  of  providence  has  ordained  the  pe- 
'  riod  of  BRITISH  happinefs  to  draw  to  an  end,  by  any  rule  of  his  go¬ 
vernment  of  which  we  have  no  experience,  we  mud:  fubmit  to  the  de¬ 
crees  of  heaven  :  but  as  it  will  ever  be  in  our  power,  I  am  fure  it  ought 
to  be  in  our  choice,  to  welcome  an  honourable  death,  rather  than 
INGLORIOUS  CHAINS.  If  wc  DO  fall,  our  hearts  ought  to  bleed  as  vic¬ 
tims  to  liberty  and  virtue. 

The  name  of  a  free  date  has  fomething  divine  lodged  in  it:  whilft  e- 
VERV  ONE  is  follicitous  to  preferve  every  one,  they  perform  the  office 
of  a  guardian  angel.  On  the  other  hand,  where  public  fpirit  ceafes  to 
prevail  in  the  minds  of  a  people  j  how  can  they  long  fubfift  in  that  date 
without  arbitrary  power?  The  notion  of  a  public  fpirit  cannot  be  confined; 
its  obje(d  is  ages  pad,  and  it  looks  forward  to  the  verge  of  time.  We  have  no 
certainty  how  long  the  world  will  lad,  and  little  can  we  prefume  on  the 
exidence  of  a  particular  nation,  however  wife  the  government  of  it  may 
be  :  but  how  much  greater  is  the  probability  of  that  exidence  than  of  the 
duration  of  any  particular  man’s  life?  Man,  as  confidered  feparate  from  the 
community,  is  in  the  mod  emphatical  fenfe  ‘‘  a  thing  of  nought;  his  time 
‘‘  pafies  away  like  a  diadow but  with  regard  to  the  duties  of  fociety  he 
not  only  exids  as  long  as  time,  but  is  partaker  of  a  glorious  immor¬ 
tality. 

What  conditutes  the  greatnefs  or  goodnefs  of  a  man  but  his  regard  to 
the  fociety  ?  or  why  is  a  prince  called  good,  and  his  people  ready  to  of¬ 
fer  themfelves  as  victims  for  his  fafety,  but  as  Ire  honours,  loves,  and 
refpe<ds  the  community  of  which  he  profefies  to  be  the  guardian  ? 

The  prefent  and  future  happinefs  of  individuals,  as  well  as  the  felici¬ 
ty  of  the  date,  are  all  intimately  dependent  oii  each  other.  True  polite- 
nefs  is  but  humanity  refined,  which  ultimately  centers  in  charity  ; 
PUBLIC  love  is  but  tlie  fame  charity  adapted  to  the  dignity  and  prof- 
perity  of  the  community  of  which  we  are  members.  A  free  govern¬ 
ment  is  moreover  the  date  of  nature,  with  regard  to  the  equality  of  men 
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and  their  common  rights:  public  love  cannot  be  feparated  from  the 
idea  of  fuch  a  ftate  ;  and  as  the  notion  of  this  love  implies  a  defire  of  the 
virtue  and  temporal  felicity  of  men,  it  is  analogous  with  that  charity 
which  the  almighty  has  appointed  as  the  great  rule  of  conduct, 
and  WITHOUT  which  he  has  given  mankind  no  title  to  eternal  hap- 

The  liberty  for  which  we  pretend  to  be  ready  to  die,  necelTarily  includes 
the  love  of  pofterity  j  but  an  immoderate  tendernefs  of  ourfelves,  on  the 
narrow  principle  of  a  vicious  felf  love,  is  injurious  to  pofterity.  Up¬ 
on  this  NARROW  principle  it  is,  that  we  do  not  confent  to  a  fmall  change 
of  our  manner  of  life,  that  would  enable  us  to  fupport  the  Rate  in  greater 
fafety,  reputation,  and  fplendor.  Without  a  fubmiffion  to  fome  acRs  of  felf- 
denial,  we  can  neither  be  politically  nor  morally  virtuous ;  we  cannot  fup¬ 
port  fuch  an  equality  of  ftrength,  nor  fuch  a  confiftency  of  condud:,  as  are 
cdential  to  the  maintenance  of  fo  admirable  a  conflitution  as  ours ;  nor  be 
enabled  to  guard  againft  the  over-bearing  infolence  and  fuperior  numbers 
of  our  enemies.  It  muft  needs  be,  that  either  we  are  not  aware  of  the 
end  of  the  courfe  we  run ;  or  we  do  not  mean  what  we  fay,  when  we  talk 
of  fpilling  our  blood  in  the  caufe  of  liberty.  If  the  former,  we  only 
want  confideration  :  If  the  latter,  we  want  every  thing  for  which  life 
ought  to  be  dehrable. 

It  is  a  very  familiar,  but  no  lefs  juR  thought,  which  we  find  in  a 
late  celebrated  writer  %  in  allufion  to  the  prefent  Rate  of  things  in  this 
ISLAND.  There  have  been  times  of  much  greater  danger  than  the  pre¬ 
fent  5  yet  if  we  confider  what  the  ordinary  confequences' of  human  adions 
are,  and  by  what  means  nations,  yet  more  formidable  than  this,  have 
come  to  ruin,  we  fiiall  underRand  the  force  of  what  the  author  has  re¬ 
marked  :  From  their  railleries,  on  the  barbarity  and  mifery  of  our 
“  ISLAND,  one  cannot  help  refiecling  on  the  furprizing  fate  and  revolu- 
“  tion  of  kingdoms:  how  rome,  once  the  iniRrefs  of  the  world,  the  feat 
“  of  arts,  empire,  and  glory,  now  lies  funk  in  floth,  ignorance,  and  pover- 

*  Dr.,  M iddleton’s  life  of  cicerq.  ,  1  ^  Meanino  the  antient  romans, 
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ty  ;  cnilaved  to  the  moft  cruel,  as  well  as  to  tlie  moil:  contemptible  of 
tyrants,  fuperftition,  and  religious  impofture}  whilfl;  this  remote  country, 
‘‘  antiently  the  jed  and  contempt  of  the  polite  romans,  is  become  the 
“  happy  feat  of  liberty,  plenty,  and  letters,  dourifhing  in  all  the  arts  and 
refinements  of  civil  life ;  yet  running  perhaps  the  fame  courfe,  which 
ROME  itfelf  had  run  before  it^  from  virtuous  indufiry  to  wealth,  from 
“  wealth  to  luxury,  from  luxury  to  an  impatience  of  difeipline  andcorrup- 
“  tion  of  morals ;  till,  by  a  total  degeneracy  .and  lofs  of  virtue,  being 
“  grown  ripe  for  deftrudion,  it  fall  a  prey  at  lad  to  fome  hardy  oppref- 
‘‘  for  i  and,  with  the  lofs  of  liberty,  lofing  every , thing  elfe  that  is  valu- 
“  able,  fink  gradually  again  into  it’s  original  barbarifm.” 

Human  nature  being  ever  the  fame,  to  form  a  jud  idea  of  things,  we 
mud  trace  them  to  their  fountain.  Self-prefervation  is  the  fird  and  drong- 
ed  law  in  nature.  What  is  our  duty  in  obedience  to  this  law  ?  We  know 
that  a  nation  is  compofed  of  many  individuals,  who  have  one  common 
intered  j  that  the  different  ranks,  employments,  and  circumdances  of  a  peo¬ 
ple,  are  only  means  effential  to  the  fupport  of  the  public  j  and  that  every 
condition  of  life  has  its  peculiar  happinefs,  as  well  as  mifery.  Providence 
has  been  indulgent  to  us  all  ;  do  we  move  on  this  great  plan^  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  orders  of  that  providence  ?  Do  we  not  rather  yiejjwith  each 
other,  not  who  fhall  be  wifed,  but  who  fhall  excel  mod  in  vanit-ie«  i  and 
expenfive  follies ;  and  thus  deviating  from  the  great  principle  laid  down, 
at  lead,  prepare  a  way  for  ruin  ?  ’ 


CHAP.  LIIL 

The  prevalency  of  example.  The  great  riches  and  advantages  which  this 
ISLAND  f/z/oyr.  A  militia  proper  as  the  guard  of  thefe  national  blej^ 
fngs. 

IT  is  a  general,  and  perhaps  jud  complaint,  that  whild  we  aim  at  ima¬ 
ginary  perfedtion  in  theory,  our  real  condudt  falls  diort  of  the  virtue 
that  is  pradticable,  and  within  our  reach.  Superior  opportunities  of  know- 
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ledge  ought  to  produce  fuperior-  degrees  of  virtue  r  and  can  it  be  expedlcd, 
that  the  lower  claffes  of  the  people  will  be  virtuous,  ,  whilft  the  higher  neg* 
led;  to  inftrud  them  by  their  example  ?  The  reformation  of  manners  call¬ 
ed  for  by  one  part  of  the  nation,  and  univerfally  acknowledged  to  be  ne- 
celTary,  muft  then  be  mod:  countenanced  by  perfons  in  the  mod  eminent 
life  j  a  gradation  to  the  lower  dalles  will  be  eafy  and  familiar. 

Under  the  laws  and  the  fovereign,  perfons  of  high  rank  and  great  fortunes 
are  the  parents  and  guardians  of  the  people  :  in  their  hands  more  imme¬ 
diately  is  depolited  that  glorious  plan  which  our  great  anceftors  have  tranf- 
mitted  to  us :  if  they  are  not  careful  to  preferve  it  from  violation,  what 
are  we  to  exped  from  the  dregs  of  the  people? 

Cudom  and  imitation  generally  prefcribe  and  fupport  the  rule  of 
men’s  condud  j  and  what  have  been  the  confequences  of  the  modern  cuf- 
tom  of  following  a  continued  round  of  amufements  by  perfons  of  dif- 
tindion  of  both  fexes,  but  idlenefs  and  vice  of  every  denomination  among 
the  lower  clafs  ?  The  prefent  fadiionable  manner  of  life,  to  minds 
yet  unformed,  mud,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  enervate  that  firm 
and  ferious  cad  of  thought,  which  is  the  true  fource  of  virtue  and  pub¬ 
lic  love.  When  the  foberer  duties  of  life  become  as  things  accidental, 
and  which  we  have  no  inclination  to  attend  to,  it  ought  not  to  be  exped- 
ed,  that  the  intered  of  the  community  will  be  regarded  If  the  duty  we 
owe  to  one  private  family  be  irkfome,  what  mud  be  the  confideration  of 
that  which  we  owe  to  a  million  of  families  ?  If  religion  is  the  true  foun¬ 
dation  of  virtue  in  quedion  5  will  it  not  dartle  us  to  think  of  the  in- 
confiderable  number  of  opulent  families  in  this  island,  that  inculcate  the 
FEAR  OF  GOD  in  the  minds  of  their  numerous  dependents,  as  a  principle 
eflential  to  the  well-being  of  the  date  ? 

Heaven  has  been  indulgent  to  men,  by  endowing  them  with  an  imi¬ 
tative  faculty  3  though  our  perverfenefs  often  converts  that  faculty  in¬ 
to  a  curfe.  Example  can  certainly  make  faints  or  devils  5  and  every 
day’s  obfervation  mud  convince  us,  that  there  is  a  generous  pride  in 
human  nature,  which  perpetually  carries  us  to  worthy  adions  when 

the 


Chap.LIIL  REFLEXIONS  ON  PUBLIC  LOVE.  365 

the  pattern  is  fet  before  our  eyes :  efpecially  if  by  a  fkilful  condudl  it 
is  brought  down  to  the  level  of  our  comprehenlions.  Nothing  can 
ftrike  more  forcibly  on  the  minds  of  the  lower  orders  of  men,  than 
the  perfonal  attention,  and  religious,  as  well  as  humane  condud:  of  the 
rich,  the  wife,  the  noble,  in  that  vaft  fcene  of  adion,  the  public  good. 
It  is  this  which  affords  infinite  e^itertainment  to  the  different  difpofitions 
and  capacities  of  men,  particularly  of  thofe  whom  providence,  by  a  libe¬ 
ral  indulgence,  has,  in  a  more  peculiar  manner,  appointed  for  this  great 
work.  The  meafures  of  compulfion,  in  a  free  ffate,  cannot,  in  all  re- 
fpeds,  quadrate  with  the  minds  of  the  common  people,  more  than  with 
perfons  in  high  life,.  Public  love,  fo  little  underftood  in  arbitrary  govern- 
vernments,  muft  be  a  free  effort  of  the  mind,  and  brought  into  adioh 
by  the  force  of  a  virtuous  example. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  in  the  prefent  fiate  of  mankind,  that  the  pur® 
didates  of  reafon  and  religion  are  infufficient  to  the  fupport  of  any  fiate, 
without  the  coercive  power  of  human  laws  3  the  afiiftance  of  thofe  laws 
muff  be  frequently  called  in  3  and  happy  is  that  people,  who  are  obe¬ 
dient  to  them  5  but  ffill  example  will  never  lofe  its  force,  whilff  human 
nature  continues  the  fame.  ^ 

^  3VOi  0,i 

I  have  often  heard  this  nation  deferibed,  as  a  country  where.  no-bodyJi 
regards  the  laws.  Whatever  degree  of  truth  there  may  beiinitliis  harfli 
imputation,  it  is  certain  that  numbers  are  obliged  to  fubmit  to  them  3  or 
the  gallows  would  not  exhibit  fo  frequent  and  fo  hideous  a  fpedacle  ! 
How  ought  we  to  endeavour,  by  every  art  of  example  and  persuasion, 
to  do  that  which  experience  evinces  cannot  be  effeded  by  force  ? 

tC 

It  is  really  amazing  to  confider,  how  much  the  lower  claffes  of  tlie  pet>- 
ple  are  taught  to  break  the  laws  of  this  country.  The  fad  is,  that  the  end 
propofed  by  many  of  the  laws  is  continually  defeated  3  and  that  by  means 

*  The  conduft  of  feme  of  our  people  hds  fometimes  brought  to  my  memory  a  converfation  of  no  anticnt 
cate,  between  a  certain  perfon  of  diftinftion  and  a  polish  lord  ;  the  latter  maintained  that  the  poles 
enjoyed  the  moft  liberty  of  any  people  in  the  svorld,  and  might  be  properly  denominated  the  only  free 
nation  r  the  other  replied,  that  he  knew  a  people  (uperior  to  the  poles,  meaning  the  kiialmucksj; 
for,  fays  he,  thefe  may  not  only  kill,  but  alfo  eat  one  another. 
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so  REFINED,  that,  'onc  would  imagine,  here  were  people,  who  make  the 
evafion  of  laws  a  regular  fludj^;  and  in  which  they  acquire  a  greater 
prohciency,  than  others  in  making  laws.  'Is  it  the  excellency  or 
defeat  of  this  conftitution,  that  the  legillature  is  fo  tender,  in  punilh- 
ing  offenders  for  bafe  fubterfuges  and  equivocations,  in  regard  to  the 
laws  ? 

In  confequence  of  the  common  people  being  thus  taught  the  art 
of  violating  laws,  liberty  is  frequently  converted  into  licentioufnefs,  or  at 
leaf!;  a  negled:  of  that  condud  which  the  laws  require  for  the  good  of  the 
w'HOLE  COMMUNITY.  Whatever  they  do  not  find  for  their  private  con¬ 
venience,  they  are  apt  to  think  a  violation  of  their  freedom.  Thus  they 
negled  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  their  manners ;  and  hence  it  foL 
lows  that  foreigners  are  apt  to  obferve,  that  the  liberty  of  England  is 
confined  to  thofe  who  have  no  property  ^ 

To  trace  thefe  lefier  evils  to  their  fource,  we  fhall  find  they  arife  from 
others,  which  are  of  greater  moment,  but  pafs  uncorreded.  Can  the  art¬ 
ful  defeat  of  the  intention  of  the  legifiature  be  a  fubjed  of  wonder, 
when 'the  informer  is  held,  in  fome  degree,  infamous:  here  alfo  the 
want  of  exa'nlple  feems  to  threaten  us.  Informations  have,  no  doubt, 
beidfi 'dften^fil'oftituted  to  villainous  purpofes ;  hence  the  common  people, 
who  have'^no  immediate  fhare  in  making  laws,  adopt  it  as  a  kind  of  prin¬ 
ciple  of  honour  to  conceal  the  tranfgrefiion  of  them  Men  of  cdu- 

I  remember  the  ftory  of  an  English  gentleman,  who,  being  juft  come  from  pa  ris,  complained  loud¬ 
ly  of  the  infolence  of  the  footmen  in  London,  and  wifhed  to  fee  fome  of  them  pulled  from  behind  their 
mafler’s  coaches.  His  father,  who  was  a  master  of  the  great  sci  ence  of  liberty,  reproved  him, 
by  obferving,  that  though  it  was  true,  many  of  thefe  men  were  very  infolent,  this  abufe  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  a  natural  efteft  of  liberty  in  vulgar  minds ;  that  the  remedy  of  this  might  be  worfethan  the 
difeafe  ;  for  the  authority  which  fhonld  extend  to  pull  the  footman  from  behind  the  coach  for  fuch  of¬ 
fences,  might  alfo  pull  the  mafter  ou  t  of  it.  In  oppofttion  to  this  inftance  of  abufed  liberty,  what  firall  we 
fay  of  the  infolence  of  arbitrary  power,  where  fervants  partake  of  the  authority  of  their  mafters,  and  even 
in  fo  polite  a  city  as  pa  ris,  men  in  high  rank  and  office  feem  to  delegate  a  kind  of  arbitrary  power  to 
their  domeftics and  perhaps  the  footmen  there  are  frequently  more  infolent  than  thofe  of  lon  don. 

*  What  falfe  notions  of  honour  prevail  in  fome  countries,  even  among  the  better  fort  of  people!  I 
have  been  told  in  Portugal,  that,  if  the  murderer  of  the  father  has  taken  Ihelter  under  the-foof  of 
the  fon,  he  thinks  himfclf  bound  in  honour,  if  not  to  protefthim,  to  fcreen  him. from  juftice,  till  he  is 
fafely  removed  from  fuch  houfe  which  has  been  thus  chofen  as  an  afylum. 


cation 
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cation  and  lentiment  fee  the  abfurdity  of  this  proceeding  :  they  know  that, 
next  to  the  law>giver,  the  mod:  valuable  member  of  the  community  is 
HE,  who  executes  the  laws  with  juftice  j  and  that  he,  who,  upon  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  public  love,  will  not  be  an  idle  fpediator  of  tlie  breach  of  them, 
comes  in  for  tlie  next  fhare  of  honour.  But  whether  it  is  from  a  jealou- 
fy,  that  he  who  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  laws  will  not  per¬ 
form  his  DUTY  j  or  from  a  dadardly  fear  of  the  refentment  of  thofe  who 
tranfgrefs  i  how  rare  is  it  to  hear  of  any  information  being  lodged  by  a  gen-  ' 
tleman,  though  he  is  always  fuppofed  the  bed:  judge  of  the  propriety  of 
fuch  complaints,  and  his  veracity  mod;  to  be  depended  on  ? 

Happy  is  it  for  us,  that,  if  we  will  not  exert  ourfelves  in  fetting  good  ex¬ 
ample,  we  are  redrained  in  fome  polite  mifchiefs  !  Measures  are  taken 
to  fix  fome  bounds  to  idlenefs  and  difiipation  at  lead;  in  that  part  of  the 
day  which  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  civilized  countries  in  the  world,  has 
been  ever  devoted  to  inflrudlion,  to  domeflic  oeconomy,  and  all  the  va¬ 
rious  duties  of  fober  life.  It  ought  to  be  prefumed,  that  even  the  young 
and  gay,  will  chearfully  fubmit  to  fo  falutary  a  law. 

It  is  fome  confolation  alfo  to  refled:,  that  our  deviations  from  virtue  are 
not  conflant,  we  fympathize  with  the  inequality  of  our  climate  ;;  fo  that 
fuppofing  virtue  at  prefent  to  be  in  no  great  veneration,jiit  may^become 
fafhionable  again.  Nor  ought  the  mod:  ferious  to  imagine,  that  we  are 
without  a  large  portion  of  it.  To  believe  the  contrary,  is  not  only  an  in- 
judice  with  regard  to  the  people  at  large,  but  it  would  alfo  weaken  the 
caufe  of  virtue,  by  mifreprefenting  the  drength  of  her  forces. 

If  the  motives  derived  from  the  fear  of  national  punifhment,  domotin- 
fpire  us  with  a  higher  fenfe  of  public  love,  yet  we  can  never  forget  the  plea- 
fures  and  advantages  we  enjoy.  We  ought  to  make  thefe  a  motive  to  gra¬ 
titude,  fo  as  to  produce  the  fame  effed.  Look  round,  and  furvey  the  noble 
drudures,  and  the  profufion  of  their  ufeful,  their  magnificent,  their  fuperb 
appendages  in  this  great  metropolis.  Confider  the  flouridling  date  of  cve- 

^  Aft  for  preventing  houfes  of  diverfion  being  opened  till  five  in  the  evening. 
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P7  branch  of  learning,  art,  and  fcience.  Let  us  fend  our  thoughts  abroad 
to  the  numerous  regions  of  the  earth,  to  which  our  commerce  is  extended, 
and  from  whence  fuch  fources  of  wealth  flow  in  upon  us.  Let  us  conlider 
what  an  encreafe  of  riches  our  American  colonies  produce,  which  is  fo 
much  the  more  valuable,  as  it  is  more  independent  of  the  politics  of  other 
nations.  But,  above  all,  let  us  contemplate  the  beauteous  face  of  this 
ISLAND,  and  the  various  delights  it  affords :  the  noble  fabrics,  with 
the  feveral  proud  monuments  of  antiquity,  in  almofl  every  part  of  Eng¬ 
land  :  gardens  unequalled  by  any  in  the  world;  mines  rich  in  fuel  and 
iifeful  metals ;  hills  and  vallies,  rivers  and  feas,  all  confpiring  to  render  us 
rich  and  happy.  The  almighty  feems  to  have  made  choice  of  this 
ISLAND  as  the  great  granary  of  Europe  and  America  ^  He  has  ena¬ 
bled  us  alfo  to  befriend  mankind,  in  cloathing  them  in  every  quarter 
of  the  globe.  Our  wool  is  computed  to  near  twelve  millions  when  ma- 
nufadlured ;  this  is  four  times  the  revenues  of  one  of  the  greatefl  em¬ 
pires  ^  in  the  world,  and  which  now  feems  to  hold  the  balance  of  Euro¬ 
pean  power. 

But  when  w'e  confider  the  admirable  laws  to  which  we  are  fubjccl’,  the 
good  government  we  are  under,  and  the  pure  religion  we  profefs,  can  we 
forbear  exulting  in  the  thought  of  being  born  members  of  fuch  a  commu¬ 
nity,  or  fending  up  our  prayers  in  incenfe  of  gratitude,  and  begging 
that  generations  yet  unborn  may  enjoy  all  thefe  good  things  ?  Shall  we 
however  prefume  to  ask  this  blefling;  and  at  the  fame  time  indulge  a 

'lam  not  rightly  acquainted  with  the  computation  of  our  growth  of  corn.  The  bounty  allowed  by 
Parliament  in  one  year  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds  at  five  fliillings  a  quarter, 
which  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  thoufand  tuns  exported  in  one  fpecies  of  grain  only.  Some  late  politi¬ 
cal  remarks  in  relation  to  taking  off  the  bounty  are  much  laboured  upon  this  principle,  that  it  makes  bread, 
and  confequently  labour,  dearer  ;  but  there  is  not  a  word  mentioned  of  the  induftry  it  has  been  the  caufe 
of  promoting  j  of  the  improvement  of  the  lands,  nor  that  the  cheaper  we  fell  our  bread,  like  other 
commodities,  the  greater  will  be  the  demand  abroad  ;  and  laftly,  that  the  price  of  labour,  though  great, 
might  not  be  lowered  to  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  It  may  perhaps  prove  mor£  than  is  neceffary  ;  but 
it  is  a  fa£l,  that,  among  the  manufaflurers,  they  do  much  the  lead  work  when  provifions  are  cheapeft, 
and  confequently  were  provifions  cheaper,  the  end  is  defeated.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
if  the  national  account  was  ftated  with  rejgard  to  the  bounty  on  corn,  we  flrould  find  ourfelves  very  con¬ 
siderable  gainers  by  this  public  expence.  ^  rvssia. 
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condudl  derogatory  to  religion,  and  repugnant  to  thefe  laws  ?  With  what 
confiftency  can  we  afk  it,  whilft  we  know  that  immorality  has  fubverted 
monarchies  through  all  ages  of  the  world  ?  It  muft  then  be  prefumed  upon 
the  whole,  that  every  fubjedt  will  ftand  felf- condemned,  or  fhun-  thofe 
adtions  which  tend  to  hurt  the  community  of  which  he  is  himfelf  a  mem¬ 
ber  i  and,  as  far  as  in  his  power,  promote  the  general  good.  Thus  he 
will  encreafe  his  own  felicity,  and  whilft  tlie  fcene  of  his  temporal  joys  is 
enlarged,  it  will  naturally  be  attended  with  a  firm  perfuafion  of  a  glorious 
immortality. 

There  is  yet  one  refledlion  which  flows  from  a  general  view  of  our  cir- 
cumfiances.  Nothing  can  be  held  without  certain  conditions  of  tenure  : 
happily  for  mankind,  nations  are  generally  apt  to  think  more  highly  of  them- 
felves  than  of  others  j  and  in  that  opinion  they  might  remain  felf-fatisfied,  if 
the  other  paflions  were  at  reft  j  but  that  feldom  happens.  A  people  diflin- 
guiflied  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  mufl;  expedl  to  be  the  occafional 
objedt  of  envy,  if  not  of  ambition.  We  are  led  both  by  reafon  and  expe¬ 
rience  to  know  that  thefe  paflions  are  the  chief  motives  of  war ;  and  that 
they  do  in  fadt  produce  wars  almofl  periodically.  It  is  not  the  politics  of 
this  nation  to  attempt  the  conquefl:  of  any  country  in  Europe  ;  and  the 
waters  which  furround  us  are  a  great  fecurity  agaiiift  invafion.  But  do 
the  fame  reafon  and  experience  teach  us,  that  this  jufl:  fyftem  of  poli¬ 
tics,  or  even  that  the  waters  and  our  fhips  are  fo  fecure  a  fafeguard,  un¬ 
der  the  feveral  accidents  to  which  naval  aflairs  are  fubjedt,  as  the  li¬ 
berty  and  riches  of  this  nation,  or,  in  other  words,  the  jufl  efteem  we 
ought  to  have  for  ourfelves,  demand  ?  If  they  are  not,  we  feem  to  need  a 
militia. 

Providence,  within  a  fhort  period,  confounded  a  formidable  attempt 
againfl;  us  :  we  might  have  defeated  that  attempt  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  things ;  but  if  one  expedient  had  failed,  we  fliould,  methinks,  have  an¬ 
other  at  hand,  on  which  we  might  make  a  reliance.  I  hope  we  have 
virtue  enough  left,  to  trufl:  ourfelves  with  arms:  it  is  high  time  to  reform, 
if  we  have  not.  We  cannot  indeed  fupport  a  very  large  army,  nor  is  it  deemed 
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proper  we  Ihould.  At  the  fame  time  experience  proves,  that  the  friend - 
fliip  of  other  nations  is  not  to  be  relied  on  5  and  that  princes  feldom  do  any 
thing  for  each  other  but  upon  mercenary  principles.  We  are  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  formidable  power,  and  know  their  temper  and  difpofition. 
Could  we  be  fure  of  foreign  fuccours  upon  any  extremity,  would  it  be  proper 
to  truft  to  the  courage,  or  flrength,  or  honefty  of  fuch  foldiers,  to  fight  our 
battles  at  our  own  doors  j  when  property,  religion,  and  even  liberty  might 
be  at  (lake  ?  And  if  fuch  an  ally  were  able  to  proted  us,,  there  could  be 
no  folid  fecurity  againfl  his  exadling  what  conditions  he  pleafed  for  the 
defence  he  had  afforded  ?  Hiftory,  I  believe,  furnidies  U3  with  reafons  to 
be  jealous  of  foreign  forces  in  this  ifland. 

If  it  is  power  which  governs  Rates  j  if  no  compact,  or  law,  except 
the  law  of  arms,  can  ordinarily  anfwer  the  events  which  happen  to  na¬ 
tions  in  confequence  of  invafions  and  wars;  if  monarchies,  humanly 
fpeaking,  Rand  on  this  foundation  ;  fliould  we  not  adapt  our  Rrength,  in 
fome  meafure,  to  the  worth  of  the  objedt  to  be  defended  ?  If  men  were 
more  in  a  Rate  of  nature,  nations  would  fuffer  each  other  to  be  at  reR.  But 
I  am  afraid  the  golden  age  never  exiRed  fince  the  fall,  though  fome  na¬ 
tions  in  thevWorld,  from  their  virtue,  their  Rtuation,  and  the  genius  of 
their  neighbouis,  may  have  enjoyed,  for  ages,  an  uninterrupted  peace.  In 
the  prefent  condition  of  Europe,  and  the  corruption  of  mankind,  what 
Rate  can  long  promife  itfelf  that  happinefs  ?  The  depravity  of  its  inhabi¬ 
tants  will  not  permit  it.  All  we  can  do  is  to  live  as  if  we  defired  peace ; 
but  were  neither  afraid  of  war,  nor  unable  to  bear  the  inconveniences 
which  attend  it;  leaR  of  all  fhould  we  be  unprepared  for  felf-defcnce. 

Numerous  armies  are  every  where  kept  up  on  the  continent :  there 
are  alfo  few  places  of  any  moment,  but  what  are  well  fortified.  If  we 
have  a  fufficient  bulwark  by  means  of  our  fliips,  it  is  certainly  better  to 
learn  how  to  ufe  the  Riuttle  and  plowfliare,  than  the  fword ;  but  if  our 
fliips  are  not  fufficient  to  put  us  entirely  on  an  equality,  or  render  us  fu- 
perior  in  Rrength  to  other  princes,  there  is,  at  leaR  there  feems  to  be,  fome- 
thing  wanting  to  our  fecurity.  Perhaps  it  will  be  our  fortune  to  make  war 

again 
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again  upon  the  continent;  militia,  wei'e  it  weil;Ordered,^.could,in  fucli. 
cafe,  be  no  unhappy  appendage  to  thofe  advantages  whicli  nature  has  fo 
liberally  bellowed  on  this  ifland.  However  the  notion  may  be  exploded 
concerning  France’s  afpiring  at  univerfal  monarchy,  it  is,  I  believe,  un¬ 
denied,  that  the  genius  of  that  people  ever  leads  them  to  milita¬ 
ry  exploits :  this  does  not  promife  any  good  to  themfelves  or  to  mankind 
in  general,  but  io  it  is  :  they  are  bred  to  arms,  and  delight  in  them : 
they  are  active,  enterprifmg,  and  never  long  at  refl.  Plow  often  have 
they  loft  fifty  or  an  hundred  thoufand  men  in  purfuit  of  a  point,  which, 
if  obtained,  could  be  of  no  confequence  to  the  happinefs  of  the  people 
of  FRANCE  ?  Befides,  their  defire  of  conqueft  for  the  glory  of  their 
monarch  or,  in  other  words,  for  their  own  vanity,  however  a  fantaftic 
a  principle  it  may  be,  is  generally  as  ftrong  on  their  minds,  as  the  jealous 
care  of  fecuring  our  liberty,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  among  us. 

>.  .i. 

But  granting  that  a  militia,  fuch  as  would  be  efientiallypierviceable, 
might  be  attended  with  fome  inconveniences:  it  may  ftill  be^alked,  is-this 
ifland  in  a  ftate  of  proper  defence  ?  If  it  is,  it  feerns-  reafonaHe  to  think^ 
we  are  beft  as  we  are ;  if  it  is  not,  there  is  one  common  intereft,  ab- 
ftraefted  from  all  the  low  principles  of  contending  parties;  which  calls  on 
us  to  reftify  this  part  of  our  -oeconomy. 


Nations  have  been  undone  by  indolence  ;  and  by  their  ignbrance'of  the 
ufe  of  arms,  as  well  as  for  want  of  courage.  If  gentlemen  of  property,  me¬ 
chanics,  or  men  bred  to  and  fupported  by  labour  and  every  honeft  art  of 
indufti*}^,  were  taught  liow  to  defend  their  own  houfes  againft  a  foreign 
enemy,  if  fuch  fhould  dare  invade  the  ifland,  furely  they  could  be  no  ob¬ 
jects  of  jealoufy  or  fear  to  the  nation.  Should  we  be  fo  loft  to  all  fenfe  of 
duty  to  ourfelves,  as  to  employ  the  means  of  our  security  to  oiir  own 
destruction  ?  Such  muft  every  attempt  be  deemed  which  is  injurious 
to  the  prefent  family  on  the  thr.one,  or  to  the  prefent  conftitution ;  but  if 
the  intereft  of  the  fovereign  and  his  people  are  the  fame,  that  which  .will 

This  notion  at  prefent  feemJ  to' be”  languid,  but  muft  neceflarily  revive  whenever  their  king  be¬ 
comes  popular,  anlcfs  they  change  their  genius  and  government. 
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fecure  their  intereft,  muft  eftablifh  his  alfo.  There  is  reafon  enough  to 
think  that  in  the  cafe  before  us,  the  crown  is  as  much  interefted  as  the  peo¬ 
ple.  But  it  feems  to  have  been  the  peculiar  unhappinefs  of  this  nation,  to 
entertain  jealoulies  on  this  fubjedl,  fometimes  without  reafon,  and,  what 
is  worfe,  fometimes  with  reafon.  It  may  be  hoped  for  the  future  no  caufe 
will  be  given  for  fufpicions,  which  prepare  the  way  for  national  evils. 
There  have  been  men,  whofe  condud;  no  lover  of  his  country  can  men¬ 
tion  without  forrow,  men  who  tired  of  their  own  happinefs,  and  regard- 
lefs  of  the  general  good,  chofe  to  run  the  greateft  rifk  of  being  mifer- 
able,  out  of  a  wanton  defire  of  change.  And  are  there  yet  remaining 
fuch  perfons,  whofe  fecret  inclinations  are  the  caufe  of  obftruding  thofe 
meafures  which  the  wifdom  of  the  government  might  otherwife  think 
necelTary  to  our  prefent  fecurity,  or  to  that  of  pofterity  ? 

The  fafety  of  nations,  under  providence,  is  their  vigilance,  and  care  in 
providing  themfelves  with  that  which  experience  proves  to  be  moft  elTential 
to  their  defence,  that  is,  money,  and  men  inured  to  toil  and  difcipline.  The 
genius  of  the  British  nation  is  military,  yet  it  feems  as  if  eafe  and  plen¬ 
ty  had  rendered  us  in  fome  refpeds  averfe  to  arms,  and  that  \ve  have 
more  occahon  foria  fpur  than  a  bridle.  But  it  is  confeffed  that  we  make 
a  brave  figure  in  fighting  abroad,  for  our  friends,  fhould  not  we  at  leafi 
J.EARN  how  to  fight  for  ourfelves,  when  much  more  may  be  at  flake 

Many  of  the  officers  of  our  army  are  not  only  perfons  of  the  firfl  qua¬ 
lity,  but  men  of  the  greatefl  bravery  and  fenfe  of  honour.  There  are 
fome  of  confiderable  property;  and  it  feems  to  be  an  indignity  to  fup- 
pofe  that  the  bulk  of  them  do  not  underfland  the  duty  they  owe  their 
country,  for  the  advantages  they  enjoy  as  members  of  the  community, 
abflradled  from  their  pay  as  officers.  Our  common  foldiers  alfo,  loofe 
and  immoral  as  they  are,  pofTefs  a  certain  innate  humanity,  infeparable 
from  that  courage  by  which  they  have  always  diflinguifhed  themfelves. 
.  Is  there  any  fear  that  fuch  an  army  can  be  proflituted  to  any  vile  pur- 
pofe,  whilfl  the  land  is  ruled  by  a  juft  and  worthy  prince  ? 

'A  ■  • 
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A  ftanding  army,  fuch  as  the  revenues  of  the  ftate  can  bear,  according 
to  the  prefent  appearances  of  things,  feems  neceflary  even  now  in  time  of 
peace,  not  to  awe  the  people,  but  for  the  dignity  of  the  crown  to  give 
it  a  neceffary  weight,  and  to  provide  for  war ;  efpecially  whilft  great 
ftanding  armies  are  fo  much  in  fafhion  all  over  Europe,  and  particularly 
in  FRANCE.  But  with  regard  to  a  free  and  commercial  people,  there 
will  ever  be  this  material  difference  between  a  militia  and  a  ftanding  ar¬ 
my  j  that  the  one  are  fuppofed  never  to  be  idle,  and  the  other  but  feldom 
employed  5  confequently  the  ftate  gets  by  the  former  in  proportion  to  their 
labour,  whilft  the  latter  are  of  no  ufe  except  upon  emergencies  The 
difficulty  is,  upon  what  footing  to  eftablifh  a  militia  fo  as  to  remove  all 
occafion  of  jealoufy.  If  a  convenient  number  was  fupported  in  fuch 
counties,  as  the  fituation,  or  reafons  of  ftate  may  render  moft  proper, 
under  the  command  of  a  lord  lieutenant,  who  might  be  a  nobleman 
of  honour  and  difcretion,  and  appointed  by  his  majefty’s  council  5  fuch 
a  ftep  might  perhaps  give  the  nation  a  weight,  which  upon  a  general  vie  w 
of  things  it  now  feems  to  want. 

At  the  fame  time  if  we  conftder  the  freedom  of  this  ftate,  and  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  the  people,  perhaps  the  only  expedient  to  animate  a  peafant  to 
do  the  duty  of  a  foldier,  whenever  he  is  called  upon,  is,  that  he  be  un-  . 
der  the  command  of  the  gentleman,  who  is  his  familiar  neighbour,  and 
who  engages  to  fhare  with  him  in  one  common  labour.  This  perhaps 
is  the  only  method  to  infpire  him  with  juft  fentiments,  and  render  him 
obedient  to  difcipline.  Thofe  who  urge  that  the  officers  of  the  army 
, ought  not  be  admitted  into  the  militia,  feem  to  give  greater  proof  of 
their  jealoufy  of  the  crown,  than  of  their  love  to  the  people.  Might 
not  fuch  officers  be  extremely  ferviceable  under  particular  circumftances  ®  ? 
And  were  fome  of  thefe  fuch  as  have,  property  in  their  particular  coun¬ 
ties,  might  they  not  be  a  means  of  conciliating  thofe  interefts  and  tem- 

^  In  FRANCE  foldiers  arc  employed  in  making  roads  and  other  public  works,  but  that  does  hct 
feem  to  be  pradticable  in  this  country.  .  . 

*  Suppofe  a  general,  or  lieutenant  colonel  and  adjutant  in  particular,  to  difcipline  and  exercife  a  re¬ 
giment. 
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pers  which  too  frequently  clafli  amongft  country  gentlemen?  Nor  is  there 
fuch  a  difference  between  fcarlet  and  any. other  colour,  but  that  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  the  countiy,  and  another  of  the  army,  might  agree  perfectly  in  . 
the  fame  common  intereft.  In  fliort,  whether  any  thing  of  this  kind  can 
CONSISTENTLY  be  done  for  us  or  not  j  let  us  keep  up  a  fenfe  of  virtu¬ 
ous  LIBERTY,  and  that  I  hope  wdll  ever  render  us  invincible. 

Writing  to  the  public,  whatever  the  fubjed:  be,  implies  a  defire  to 
propagate  an  opinion,  or  to  recommend  fome  particular  rule  of  condud; : 
but  in  fubjedis  of  this  nature  we  are  apt  to  write  or  read  with  prejudice, 
which  is  certainly  not  the  true  way  to  benefit  by  either ;  or,  in  other 
words,  it  cannot  be  the  way  to  acquire  jufl  notions  of  things,  or  to  ren- 
der  us  wifer  and  better. 

To  be  entirely  of  neither  fide  in  fome  controverted  cafes,  is  perhaps  the 
only  way  to  have  a  due  love  and  refped;  for  both  j  or,  to  fpeak  more  clear¬ 
ly,  it  is  the  befi:  means  of  acquiring  fuch  a  degree  of  knowledge  of  the 
interefl  of  our  country  as  will  render  us  good  fubjed:s  and-good  men.  If 
thofe  who  ACT  ought  .to-  be  circumfped:  in  their  determination,  furely 
,  others  who  have  not  fuch  opportunities  of  informations,  fhould  deliver  . 
their  opinion  with  care.  Prejudices  will  ever  divide  mankind,  and  fupport 
different  opinions.:  the  people  of  a  free  flate  have  the  liberty  of  declaring 
their  fentiments ;  nor  is  there  any  danger  from  thence,  except  from  men 
of  fierce  and  turbulent  fpirits.  Common  fenfe  teaches  us  to  compaffion- 
ate  the  falfe  judgments  which  arife  from  education  or  interefi:  5  but  to 
obferve  the  errors  on  both  fides,  and  leave  reafon  to  judge  what  is  befl 
upon  the  whole,  and  what  is  pradlicable  under  particular  circumftances, 
is,  I  prefume,  the  tafk  of  an  honefi:  and  a  wife  flatefman.  The  fame 
rule  is  neceffary  in  judging  of  thefe  matters  as  fpedtators  only.  The 
pafiions  being  thus  reftrained,  and  the  judgment  left  to  its  natural  free¬ 
dom,  we  fhall  require  nothing  more  than  goodnefs  of  heart  to  become  a 
nation  of  philofophers  and  patriots. 


The  END  of  the  second  volume. 
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Note,  The  numerals  refer  to  the  volumes y  and  the  figures  to  the  pages* 


A. 

jAlbar,  the  fituation  of  this  city,  i.  260. 

Ad  AK,  a  lake  of  fait  water  on  the  weftern  coaft 
of  the  Cafpian,  i.  362. 

Adil,  king  of  Perfia,  fucceeds  Nadir  Shah, 
ii.  87.  the  king  of  Great  Britain’s  letter  to 
him,  ii.  95.  dethroned  by  his  brother  Ibra¬ 
him,  ii.  97. 

Adversity,  often  has  a  good  efFe£l:  on  the 
heart,  i.  199. 

Alexander  the  great,  what  motive  he 
ufed  to  encourage  his  foldiers,  i.  254. 

Alt,  nephew  of  Mahommed,  i.  338.  the  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Ali  called  Schias,  ibid. 
lleabad,  a  delightful  country,  i.  291.  an 
ancient  paufe-way  here,  ibid. 

Amsterdam,  the  commercial  genius  of  the 
people  here,  ii.  292.  a  work  of  art  and  la¬ 
bour,  ii.  293.  when  it  fhook  off  the  Spanifli 
yoke,  and  embraced  Calvin’s  dodfrine,  ibid, 
its  circumference,  ibid,  its  ftreets,  houfes, 
and  number  of  inhabitants,  ii.  294,  295.  the 
exchange,  ii.  295.  various  religions,  ibid, 
the  number  of  churches,  ibid,  their  charities 
very  ufeful  by  obliging  the  poor  to  work, 
ii.  296.  pays,  half  the  taxes  of  the  province 
of  Holland,  ti.  298.  the  trade  of  this  city 
raifed  chiefly  on  the  ruins  of  Antwerp,  ibid, 
a  magazine  of  timber,  corn,  and  wine,  and 
other  commodities,  ii.  300.  the  inhabitants 
excel  in  dying,  and  feveral  other  things,  ibid, 
their  whale-nlhery  produces  great  riches, 
ibid,  their  Eaft-india  trade  of  the  highefl: 
importance,  ibid,  the  article  of  fpiceries  a 
mine  of  gold,  ibid,  the  ftadt-houfe  of  great 
ufe  and  ornament  to  this  city,  ii.  303.  when 

V04.  11. 


founded,  ibid,  its  dimenfions  and  charge, 
ii.  304.  the  bank  in  the  lower  apartments, 
ii.  305.  Bank  differs  from  that  of  London, 
ii.  306.  it  pays  no  intereft,  yet  receives  in- 
tereft  from  the  Eaft  and  Weft -India  compa¬ 
nies,  ibid,  its  government  by  burgomafters 
and  fenators,  ii.  307. 

Amul,  a  defcription  of  that  city,  i.  286.  a 
palace  in  it  where  Shah  Abas  refided,  i.  287. 

Anhalt  Koethen,  Deffau,  Binburg,  and 
Zerbft,  an  account  of  thefe  ftates,  ii  232,. 
prince  Anhalt  Koethen  in  the  fervice  of  the 
king  of  Denmark,  ii.  240. 

Antwerp,  once  the  miftrefs  of  the  commer¬ 
cial  world,  ii.  299.  loft  its  trade  by  the  fiery 
zeal  of  priefts,  and  infolence  of  military  au¬ 
thority,  ii.  299,  300. 

Arabian,  that  language  ufed  among  the  Per  • 
fians  in  matters  of  learning,  i.  343* 

Archangel,  firft  difeovered  by  the  Englifli, 
ii.  257.  Englifh  fadlory  firft  eftabliftied 
here,  ii.  15 1. 

Aras,  ancient  Araxes,  i.  388.  ^  . 

Armenians,  their  fuccefs  in  trade,  i.^  ir, 
44.  many  of  them  fettled  in  Turkey,  ibid, 
an  account  of  thefe  traders,  i.  45^ 
cruelty  ufed  towards  them  in  Perfia,  i.  337. 
how  they  and  the  Ruffians  pack  up  their 
filk,  ii.  18.  the.various  kinds  of  European 
goods  they  fell  in  Perfia,  ii.  19,  20.  intrigue 
to  difpofl'efs  the  Englifh  of  the  Cafpian 
trade,  ii.  35.  import  filk  into  England,  ii. 
117. 

Arsevil,  a  village  in  Gillian,  i.  261.  adven¬ 
tures  there,’  i.  263. 

Astrabad,  an  account  of  the  bay,  i.  13G, 
1 3 1,  and  of  the  people  and  country,  i.  166. 

B  b  b  events' 
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events  before  the  rebellion  in  that  province, 
j.  192.  the  rebels  enter  the  city,  and 
a£l  in  a  hoftile  manner,  i.  196,  197.  the 
friendlhip  of  the  rebel-governor  engaged  by 
the  author,  i.’ 201.  a  council  held  about  the 
divifion  of  the  plunder,  i.  202.  the  author 
obtains  a  decree  from  the  Shah  for  his  lofs 
here,  i.  245.  pyramids  of  human  heads  at 
the  entrance  of  that  city,  i.  295.  a  fcene  of 
mifery  and  defolation,  i.  296.  great  cruelties 
exercifed  on  the  rebels,  i.  297,  298. 

Astr ACH AN,  large hlheries here, i.  1 24.  locufts, 
i.  126, 127.  its  commerce,  ibid,  the  manner  of 
afeaftfhere,  i.  127.  a  defcriptionof  the  coun¬ 
tries  from  thence  toDerbend,i.  36o,  &c.  the 
author  in  his  return  arrives  here,  ii.  5.  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  behaviour  to  him,  ibid. 

Ashreff,  on  the  fouth  coaft  of  the  Cafpian, 
famous  for  its  palace,  i.  222. 

Author,  fets  out  for  Perfia,  i.  82.  has  the 
charge  of  a  caravan  with  goods  for  that 
country,  i,  83.  his  journey  thither,  i.  84. 
arrives  at  Mofeo,  L  91.  and  at  Kolumna, 
i.  95.  arrives  at  Zaritzen  on  the  Volga,  i. 
100.  kindly  received  at  Aftrachan,  u  117. 
his  petition  to  the  imperial  chancery  there, 
i.  102.  invited  to  a  feaft  by  the  governor, 
i.  127.  matters  accommodated  with  him,  i. 
159.  his  fhip  frozen  up,  i.  160.  arrives  at 
Langarood,  ibid,  received  kindly  by  Mr. 
Elton,  ibid,  advifes  him  not  to  difpleafe  the 
Ruffians,  i.  165.  arrives  at  Aftrabad,  i.  164. 
his  vifitors  inquire  about  his  religion,  i.  169. 
his  religious  opinions,  i.  173,  &c.  his  re¬ 
flexions  upon  lerioufnefs,  i.  187.  farprifed 
that  the  common  people  are  admitted  to 
hear  the  converfation,  ibid,  takes  leave  of 
the  governor,  i.  190.  forbid  to  fet  out  in  an 
unlucky  hour,  i.  191.  in  great  danger  and 
trouble  by  the  rebellion,  i.  193,  194.  his 
prayer,  i.  195,  196*  his  ufage  from  the  re¬ 
bels,  i.  197,  198.  his  reflexions  thereupon, 
i.  198,  199.  in  danger  of  flavery,  f.  ^204. 
obliged  to  deliver  up  his  baggage,  i.  '  208. 
lea\’es  his  interpreter  and  fervant  at  Bal- 

,  frufh,  i.  212,  is  in  difficulty  on  the  road,  i. 
*215.  vifitedtlt  Refhd  by  his  friends,  i.  225. 
vifits  the  governor  of  the  province,  i.  223. 
is  vifited  by  the  Ruffian  conful,  i.  226.  ar¬ 
rives  at  Cafbin,  i.  228.  his  converfation 
with  a  Perfian  merchant  there,  i.  229,  233. 


arrives  at  the  Per-fian  camp,  i.  240.  and  nar¬ 
rowly  efeapes  being  fhot,  ibid. 

Azarist,  a  city  in  Khieva,  i.  352,  how  go¬ 
verned,  i.  353. 

B. 

Baku,  an  account  of  that  city,  i.  377,  378. 
the  bell  haven  on  the  Cafpian,  i.  377.  an 
account  of  the  country  from  thence  to  Sha- 
makle,  i.  385. 

Balfrush,  capital  of  Mazanderan,  i,  210. 
the  rebel-governor  here  cruelly  put  to 
death,  i.  289. 

Balkhan,  on  the  eaft  coaft  of  the  Cafpian, 
i.  130.  captain  Woodroofe’s  voyage  thitlrer, 
i.  I30,^&c. 

Baltic,  that  fea  icy,  and  extremely  cold, 
i.  71. 

Beckawitz,  a  Circaffian  prince,  fled  into 
Ruffia,  i.  188.  barbaroufly  murdered  by  the 
Tartars,  i.  189. 

Beds,  the  manner  of  them  in  Perfia,  i.  224. 

Begler-begs,  their  power  of  life  and  deiith 
in  Perfia,  i.  336. 

BenTink,  count,  polite,  and  a  lover  of  the 
Englifh,  ii.  248.  beloved  by  the  well- 
wiftiers  of  the  houfe  of  Orange,  ibid. 

Berlin,  an  account  of  it,  ii.  183,  194,  &:c. 
preparations  here  for  amufements,  ii.  183. 
feveral  learned  men  at  this  court,  ii.  184. 
>the  number,  induftry,  and  temper  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  ii.  194,  195.  Incline  to  the  French 
intereft,  but  not  beloved  by  the  French,  ii. 
196.  their  coins  and  exchange,  ibid. 

Bernau,  its  large  and  ancient  church,  ii.  183, 

Bestucheff,  count,  great  chancellor  of 
Ruffia,  his  probity,  ii.  134. 

Bokhara,  a  populous  city,  i.  352.  its  fitu 
tuation  and  trade,  i.  352,  353.  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  its  inhabitants,  i.  353.  its  trade,  pro- 
dudf,.  and  coin,  354. 

Boynak,  the  Polifti  ambaffador,  cut  off  near 
this  place,  i.  368. 

Bremen,  fituated  on  the  river  Wefer,  ii.  282. 
the  dutchy  of  this  name  belongs  to  the  elec¬ 
tor  of  Hanover,  ibid,  one  quarter  of  the 
town  fubjeft  to  that  eledforate,  ibid,  the  o- 
ther  parts  under  its  own  laws,  and  governed 
by  bur^omafters  and  fenators,  ibid,  the  efta- 
bliflied  religion  is  Calvinifm,  ii.  282.  the 
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number  of  inhabitants,  ibid,  the, great  dome 
and  vault  here,  ii.  285.  the  trade,  ii.  286. 

Britain,  Great,  its  debt  compared  with  that 
of  the  United  Provinces,  ii.  308.  when  it 
was  firft  incumbered  with  debt,  ii.  309.  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  ambition  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
ibid,  and  wars  being  more  expenfive  than 
formerly,  ii.  310.  the  prefent  debt  of  the 
nation,  and  the  reduction  of  intereft  con- 
fidered,  ii.  311.  the  fituatlon  of  the  Britifli 
fubjedls  with  regard  to  the  debt,  312,  313, 
314.  moral  reflexions  on  the  oeconomy  of 
the  nation,  ii.  317.  thoughts  on  paying  off 
part  of  the  national  debt,  ii.  315.  nature  of 
places  confidered,  ii.  320.  the  fupport  given 
by  Britain  to  the  Dutch  in  the  laft  war,  con¬ 
fidered,  ii.  338,  See.  its  intereft  to  increafeits 
naval  ftrength,  ii.  341.  the  happinefs  of  this 
ifland,  ii.  349.  moral  and  political  reflexions  in 
relation  to  it,  349^  &c.  circumftances  of  the 
people,  ii.  353,  354,  355,  &c.  the  great  ad- 

•.  vantages  and  riches  this  ifland  enjoys,  ii.  366. 
Sec. 

Breslau,  the  king  of  Pniflia  narrowly  efcapes 
from  fire  in  this  town,  ii.  205.  a  numerous 
garrifon  kept  by  him  here,  ibid. 

British  fadtors  in  Ruflia  attempt  a  trade  into 
Tartary,  i.  345.  a  journal  of  their  adven¬ 
tures,  346. 

British  fliips  on  the  Cafpian,  fold  to  Ruflian 
merchants,  ii.  47.  puts  an  end  to  the  Britifli 
navigation  there,  ibid. 

Eruhl,  count,  the moft  wealthy  man  in  Saxo¬ 
ny,  ii.  229.  his  wardrobe  and  gallery  of 
pi£bires,  ii.  230. 

Brunswig,  the  refidence  of  the  duke  of  Wol- 
fenbuttel,  ii.  244.  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
a  branch  of  this  family,  and  takes  the  title 
of  duke,  ibid,  an  account  of  the  troops  there, 
ibid,  arfenal  and  curious  mortar-piece,  ibid, 
its  revenues,  ii.  245.  Englifh  noblemen  well 
received  at  this  court,  ii.  245.  what  the 
dutchy  produces,  ii.  245. 

Bullion,  remarks  as  to  carrying  on  the  filk 
trade  by  it,  i.  52. 

Burrough,  Chriftopher,  attempts  the  Perfian 
trade  in  1 579,  i.  8.  trade  of  fliort  duration,  ibid. 

C. 

Camels,  ufeful  animals,  i.  236.  travel  two  or 
three  days  widi  little  or  no  wa^r,  ibid, 


Caravan,  the  author  charged  with  one  at  " 
St.  Peterfburg  for  Perfia,  i.  82.  the  manner 
of  ordering  and  conducing  caravans  in  Ruf- 
fia,  i.  86,  &c.  how  guarded,  i.  190,  19 1. 
this  caravan  occafions  the  rebellion  at  Aftra- 
bad,  i.  1944  plundered  by  the  rebels  there, 

i.  197. 

Caravanserai,  that  near  Derbend  efteem- 
ed  the  firft  in  Perfia,  i.  376.  a  defeription  of 
it,  ibid,  the  fuppofed  refidence  of  the  pro¬ 
phet  Elias  when  he  fled  from  Ahab,  i.  377. 
near  it  the  burying-place  of  fome  Mahom- 
medan  prophets,  i.  377. 

Caraza,  an  ifland  on  the  Volga,  appointed 
for  quarantain,  ii.  5. 

Cards,  how  faid  to  be  invented,  i.  229.  the 
bad  effedls  of  that  amufement,  i.  330. 

Casan,  a  journal  from  Mofeo  hither,  i.  109. 
a  city  of  importance  for  fituation  and  pro- 
dudlion,  i.  iii.  an  admiralty-yard  fh^re,  .. 
ibid,  fly-boats  and  fmacks  building  to  be- 
ufed  on  the  Cafpian,  ibid,  an  account  of 'the 
country  round  this  city,  ibid,  great  plenty 
of  tea  here  by  caravans  from  China,  i.  1 12. 
taken  from  the  T artars  by  the  Ruflians,  ibid. 

Casein,  a  defeription  of  this  city,  ii.  128.  for¬ 
merly  well  inhabited,  but  now  ruined,  ii. 
230.  the  palace  built  here  by  Nadir  Shah, 

ii.  231. 

Caspian^sea,  the  Englifli  attempt  a  trade  . 
from  thence  to  Perfia  in  queen  Elizabeth’s 
reign,  i.  6-.  have  a  factory  at  Shirvah  for  that 
end,  i.  7,  this  trade  of  Ihort  continuance,  i, 
8.  a  propofal  made  by  Mr.  Elton  to  the 
Britifli  fadlors  to  open  the  Cafpian  trade,  i. 
13.  a  petition  prefented  to  the  regent  of 
Perfia  on  that  account,  i.  27.  the  regent’s 
decree  to  open  this  trade,  i.  30.  a  memorial 
prefented  to  his  majefty’s  refident  at  St.  Pe¬ 
terfburg  concerning  it,  i.  35,  See.  and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  laid  before  the  commifTioners  of 
trade,  i.  49.  their  reprefentatioji  upon  it,  i. 
49,  See.  oppofed  by  the  Eaft-India  and  T ur- 
key  companies,  i.  53.  an  adt  of  parliarnent 
obtained  for  this  trade,  i.  64.  the  PailTia 
company  fend  fadfors  into  Ghihn,  i.  69. 

.  a  fliip  built  for  the  navigation  of  the  Caf- 
pian,  i.  112.  the  form  of  the  fhibs  ufed  on 
the  Cafpian,  i.  115.  the  author’s'  Voyage 
'down  the  Volga  to  the  Cafpian,  i.  140.  an 
account  of  the  Cafpian,  i.  ■  142^.  its  dfcptli 

when 
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n^hcn  the  Ruffians  began  to  fail  upon  it,  i. 
155.  its  riling  and  falling,  i.  155? 
remarks  on  building  fhips  on  the  Calpian, 

i.  161.  a  defeription  of  the  coafts  and  ports  of 
the  Cafpian,  i.  392.  how  the  Britilh  Cafpian 
trade  was  ruined,  ii.  45.  this  trade  prohi¬ 
bited  by  the  Ruffian  court,  ii.  74.  reflexions 
on  that  event,  ii.  82.  reprefentation  to  the 
Britifli  conful,  ii.  83,  85.  Ruffia  company 
endeavour  to  unite  their  two  houfes  in  Ghi- 
lan,  ii.  32.  their  letter  to  Van  Mierop  and 
Hanway  on  that  fubje^f,  ii.  33.  their  letters 
to  Lord  Tyrawley  and  Mr-  Elton,  ii.  34. 
letter  from  the  factors  there  to  thofe  in  St. 

Teterfburg,  ii.  88.  —  to  their  employers 
in  London,  ii.  93.  —  to  the  fadfors  in  St. 
l^eterfburg  concerning  the  diftraclion  in  Per- 
fia,  ii.  97.  britilh  fadtors  return  home,  ii. 
100.  a  letter  from  the  fadiors  in  St.  Peterf- 
burg  to  thofe  in  Ghilan,  ii.  86.  the  Englilh 
fadiors  plundered,  ii.  89.  propole  to  exchange 
European  goods  in  Perfia  for  raw  filk  in  Ruffia, 

ii.  83.  his  majelly’s  letter  to  Adil  king  of 
Perfia,  ii.  95.  the  amount  of  this  trade  from 
its  lirll  eftablilhment,  ii.  lOi.  a  general  view 
of  the  trade  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  ii.  102. 
remarks  on  the  behaviour  of  tlie  Ruffian  refi- 
dent  and  fubjedls  on  occafion  of  the  plunder, 
ii.  103,  104.  aconclufionof  itshillory,ii.  120. 

Cats,  greatly  valued  in  Perfia,.  i.  238. 

Chanceler,  Richard,  recommended  by  Ed¬ 
ward  VI.  to  the  princes  of  the  earth,  i.  2. 
difeovers  Archangel,  i.  5. 

Charlottenburg,  a  palace  near  Berlin,  ii. 
206.  finilhed  in  an  elegant  manner  by  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  ibid. 

China  raw  filk,  an  adl  repealing  the  duties 
upon  it,  ii.  iii. 

Christianity,  the  proper  religion  of  man¬ 
kind,  i.  178.  fome  of  its  chief  principles,  i. 
177,  180,  181.  the  fundamental  principle, 
that  Jefus  is  the  Son  of  God,  i.  181.  the 
great  happinefs  it  propofes  to  man,  i.  185. 

Christians,  cenfured  for  falfe  modelly,  i. 
339.  are  excelled  by  the  Mahommedans  in 
reverence  to  the  name  of  the  fupreme  Be- 

i-  342- 

Circassian  Tartars,  part  under  Russia  and 
part  under  the  Turks,  i.  364.  a  curious  well 
near  a  Circaffian  mountain,  ibid. 

Colbert,  his  fcheme  of  eftablllliing  the 
Ercnch  trade  in  Turkey,  ii.  49. 


Cossacks,  a  fpecles  of  Tartars,  i.  97.  fen'e 
the  Ruffians,  i.  98.  a  gallant  and  fober  peo¬ 
ple,  ibid. 

Couriers,  Perfian,  their  habit,  and  arbitrary 
way  of  adling,  i.  262. 

Credulity,  reflexions  on  it,  ii.  13. 

Crim-tartars,  tributary  to  the  Ruffians,  i. 
129.  the  chief  products  of  their  lands,  ibid, 
their  particular  ceremonies  in  marrying 
their  daughters,  ibid. 

Cronstadt,  the  dry  dock  there  contrived  by 
Peter  the  Great,  ii.  167.  a  defeription  of  it, 
ii.  168.  the  town  and  iflandof  this  name  de- 
feribed,  ii.  168,  169. 

D. 

Dagadaw,  an  ifland  on  the  Cafpian,  i.  135. 

Danes,  their  piety  appears  from  the  beha¬ 
viour  of  their  Ibldiers,  i.  73.  the  number  of 
foldiers  kept  by  them,  ibid,  their  trade,  ibid. 

Dantzig,  an  account  of  it,  ii.  174.  the  fol¬ 
diers  of  a  civil  behaviour,  ii.  176.  thofe  un¬ 
der  the  pay  of  citizens  more  civil  than  thofe 
under  crowned  heads,  ibid,  an  account  of 
the  Lutheran  church,  arfenal,  and  fortifica¬ 
tion  here,  ii.  176,  177.  a  view  of  its  trade, 
ii.  178.  its  exports  and  imports,  ibid,  its 
laws  of  commerce,  ibid,  the  coins,  weights, 
and  meafures,  ii.  179,  180.  the  amount  of 
the  trade,  ii.  180. 

Dargan,  an  ifland  in  the  Cafpian  fea,  i.  136. 

Debt,  public  thoughts  on  it.  See  Britain. 

Delft,  its  extent  confiderable,  and  fituation 
agreeable,  ii.  344.  its  number  of  inhabi¬ 
tants,  ibid,  has  a  chamber  in  the  Eaft-India 
company",  and  a  rank  in  the  aflcmbly  of  the 
dates,  ibid. 

Derbend,  a  city  upon  the  fhore  of  the  Caf¬ 
pian,  i.  369.  fuppofed  to  be  built  by  Alex¬ 
ander  the  Great,  ibid,  an  account  of  it,  i. 
369,  &:c.  and  of  the  country  from  thence 
to  Baku,  i.  376. 

Dogs,  thefe  animals  in  great  abomination  In 
Perfia,  i.  239. 

Dorpt,  watered  by  the  river  Embeck,  i.  79. 
trades  in  flax  and  corn  to  Riga,  ibid. 

Dresden,  an  cqueftrian  ftatue  of  Auguflus 
there,  ii.  217.  the  dimenfions  of  the  bridge, 
ibid,  not  fo  grand  as  that  of  Weftminftcr, 
ibid,  die  filver  mines  its  chief  trade,  ii.  178. 
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the  number  of  inhabitants  and  foldiers,  ii. 
218.  the  eftablillicd  religion  there,  ii.  219. 
tlie  Lutheran  clergy  and  Reformed  diflike 
the  countenance  given  to  the  Roman  ca¬ 
tholics,  ibid,  fcfteem  it  a  grofs  abfurdity  for 
a  proteftant  people  to  be  governed  by  a  Ro- 
milh  prince,  ibid,  the  Romiih  chapel  a 
pompous  ftruiSture,  ii.  220.  its  curiofities 
in  the  eight  apartments  of  the  Grune  Ge- 
wolbe,  ii.  221,  &c.  and  the  twelve  cham¬ 
bers  of  the  Kuntskammar,  ii.  223,  &c.  and 
the  model  of  Solomon’s  temple,  ii.  225.  the 
king’s  gallery  of  pidbures,  ibid,  the  Chinefe 
gallery,  and  the  quantity  of  porcelain  con¬ 
tained  in  it,  226.  remarks  upon  the  Saxon 
porcelain,  ii.  228.  the  king’s  garden  and 
orangery,  ii.  231. 

Dress,  in  mofl;  countries  neceflary  to  gain  re- 
fpcvSl,  i.  277.  fome  remarks  upon  it,  ibid, 
the  Oriental  and  European  compared,  i.  333. 
the  probable  opinion  of  the  orientals  con¬ 
cerning  fome  parts  of  drefs  in  Europe, 
ibid. 

Drunkenness  and  gaming,  punifhablein  the 
Pruflian  foldiers,  ii.  21 1. 

Duel,  one  fought  between  two  of  the  king’s 
Hanoverian  fubjedfs,  ii.  255.  reflexions  on 
this  cuftom,  ii.  256,  &c.  incumbent  on 
chriftian  princes  to  reftrain  it,  ii.  256,257. 
calling  it  an  affair  of  honour,  but  a  fpecious 
name  to  colour  a  wicked  adlion,  ii.  257. 
this  cuftom  ftrikes  at  the  fundamental  laws 
of  all  fociety,  ii.  258.  a  criminal  way  of 
plunging  into  eternity,  ii.  259.  inflances, 
arguments,  and  dilfuafives  from  this  unrea- 
fonable,  injurious,  and  finful  practice,  ii. 
259,  &e. 

Dui  CHMAN,  acquifition  of  riches  the  objedt 
of  his  attention,  ii.  323.  feldom  retires  to  a 
contemplative  life,  ii.  324. 

Dwenamond,  a  cattle  near  Riga,  i.  74. 

E. 


Edward  VI.  his  letter  to  kings  and  princes, 
to  protedt  his  fubjedts  in  difeovering  un¬ 
known  countries,  i.  2. 

Elizabeth,  queen,  her  letter  recommending 
Anthony  Jenkiufon to  the Sophiof  Perfia,  i.  6. 

Elton,  Mr  his  propofal  to  the  Englith  fadtors 
in  St  Peterfbiirg  in  1738,  of  a  trade  through 
Ruflia  into  Perfia,  i.  13.  employed  by  tlie  Ruf- 
Vol.  II. 


'fians  as  afea-captain,  i.  14.  he  converfes  with 
the  ^’artars,  i.  15.  defigns  fome  new  com¬ 
mercial  difeovery,  i.  16.  fets  out  on  a  voy¬ 
age  with  Mungo  Graeme,  ibid,  his  journal 
from  Mofeo  to  Rethd,  i.  16,  &c.  he  and  / 
Graeme  petition  the  regent  of  Perfia  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  Britifh  merchants,  i  27.  the  re¬ 
gent’s  decree  for  a  trade  with  Perfia,  i.  30. 
returns  to  St.  Peteidburg,  i.  34  deliv'ers  a 
memorial  to  the  Britifli  minifter  there  for 
eftablifhing  the  Cafpian  trade,  i  35.  remarks 
on  this  memorial,  i  42.  farther  fteps  taken 
by  him  to  eftablifh  this  trade,  i.  49.  had 
many  abilities,  but  wanted  fome  neceffary 
talents,  i.  70.  complaints  againft  him  by  the 
Ruffian  court,  i.  82.  this  the  occafion  of  the 
author’s  journey  to  Perfia,  ibid,  engages  to 
build  Ihips  on  the  Cafpian  for  Nadir  Shah, 
i-  70,  82.  dilfuaded  by  the  author  from  thefe 
maritime  enterprifes,  i.  165.  under  great 
difficulties  in  Nadir’s  fervice,  i,  162.  but 
grows  in  his  power  with  him,  i.  219.  or¬ 
dered  by  the  Shah  againft  the  Turkumans 
who  invade  Perfia,  i.  309,  319.  in  a  low 
ftate  of  health,  i.  320.  by  his  engagement 
with  the  Shah  the  Cafpian  trade  in  difgrace 
in  Ruffia,  i  322.  his  engagement  the  ruin 
of  that  trade,  i.  323.  quarrels  with  the  au¬ 
thor,  i.  324.  ii.  13,  33-  the  Cafpian  trade 
obftrudted  and  prohibited  by  Ruffia,  ii.  4, 42, 
45,  75,  76.  endeavours  uied  in  vain  to  re¬ 
concile  him  to  the  Ruffian  court,-  ii.  32.  is 
urged  to  leave  Perfia,  ibid,  propofals  made 
him  to  return  to  England,  54.  his  letters  to 
Lord  Tyrawley  and  the  Cafpian  traders,  ii. 
36,  37.  remarks  on  his  condiuft,  and  that 
of  the  Ruffia  company,  ii-  39-  a  letter  to 
him  from  the  author,  ii.  40.  detained  in 
Perfia  by  Nadir’s  decree,  ii  45,  46  efcapes 
an  aflaflination,  ii.  99.  his  fatal  cataftrophe, 
ii.  1 19.  fhot  to  death,  ii.  120. 

English,  their  Ruffia  trade  encouraged  by 
Peter  the  Great,  i  12,  13.  their  merchants 
much  regarded,  ii..  157,  158.  remarks  on 
the  conduct  of  Englilh  travellers  abroad,  ii. 

1 9 1,  192  deficient  in  reg;ards  to  their  coun¬ 
trymen,  ibid,  the  behaviour  ot  an  Englifh 
youth  to  a  Dutch  merchant,  ii.  192.  they 
know  not  the  mifery  of  other  nations,  ii. 
213  preference  of  England  to  other  coun¬ 
tries,  ii.  234.  their  preachers  noted  for  ora¬ 
tory,  ii  250.  the  decline  of  refpect  to  them 
C  c  c  of 
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of  vciy  bad  confequcnce  to  rebgion,  ibid, 
news  concernino;  the  Englifh  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean,  ii  318 

Europeans,  the  manner  the  Shah  gives  au¬ 
dience  to  them,  i  258.  the  feveral  kinds  of 
Europea!'*  goods  fold  in  the  northern  pro¬ 
vinces  ofPerfia,  ii,  IQ,  20. 

Example,  the  prevalency  of  it,  ii.  364. 

F. 

Factors  abroad,  reafons  againft  their  being 
foreigners,  ii.  161. 

Faith,  particularly  required  in  religion,  i. 
180.  humbles  mens  pride,  i.  182.  faith 
and  good  works  neceflary,  i.  184. 

Finch,  honourable,  Mr.  his  majefty’s  minifter 
atSt  ^eterfburg,  a  memorial  delivered  to  him 
by  Mr.  Elton,  i.  35.  which  he  trard’mits  to 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  i.  49, 

Finland,  badly  inhabited,  ii.  169.  the  in¬ 
habitants  miferably  poor,  ibid. 

Fire,  that  called  everlafting  Fire,  near  Baku, 
i  381.  this  extraordinary  phaenomenon  par¬ 
ticularly  deferibed,  ibid,  the  Perfees,  worlhip- 
pers  of  Are,  driven  out  of  Perfia,  i.  384. 

Fontenoy,  the  behaviour  of  the  Dutch  in 
that  battle  artful  and  ungenerous,  ii.  340. 
reports  concerning  it  at  the  Hague,  ii.  341. 

French,  formed  a  defign  of  a  trade  from 
Archangel  oyer  the  Cafpian,  i.  10.  make 
progrefs  in  the  Levant  trade,  i.  59,  62. 
make  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  Port, 
1.  62.  their  enterprifing  genius  for  promot¬ 
ing  trade,  ii.  49  endeavours  in  Portugal, 
ibid,  the  amount  of  their  trade  to  Turkey 
for  one  year,  ii.  50.  French  in  banifliment 
for  duelling,  ii.  257.  their  defire  of  con- 
queft,  ii  373. 

FRENCH-proteflants,  on  the  fame  footing  with 
Britifii  fubjedfs  at  Lifbon,  ii.  159  their 
riches  center  in  England,  ibid,  have  ftrong 
connexions  with  the  Enghm  nation,  ii.  160. 

Friendship,  reflexions  on  it,  i.  267. 

G. 

Gagarin,  a  fenator,  governor  of  Siberia,  ii, 
146.  accumulates  a  fortune  by  oppreffing 
the  China  caravans,  ibid,  condemned  and 
hanged  at  St.  Peterlburg,  ibid. 

Gaming,  a  great  blemifh  in  men  of  rank  to 
indulge  tliat  paflion,  ii.  354. 


Gebers,  the  everlasting  fire  near  Baku 

’  the  objedt  of  their  devotion,  i  381.  mark 
their  foreheads  with  faffron,  ibid,  have  a 
great  veneration  for  a  red  cow,  ibid. 

Gemal-beg;  the  meaning  of  that  appella¬ 
tion,  ii  45.  given  by  the  Shah  to  Mr.  El¬ 
ton,  ibid. 

Ghilan,  Mr.  Elton  prefents  the  regent  of 
Perfia’s  decree  for  the  Cafpian  trade  to  the 
governor,  i.  34.  fadfors  fent  hither  by  the 
Ruflia  company,  i.  69.  a  quarrel  here  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Elton  and  the  Ruffian  conful,  i. 
70.  the  women  fair,  i.  272.  a  defeription 
of  the  province  of  Ghilan,  i.  279.  produce.s 
the  beft  and  greateft  quantities  of  filk,  ii. 
16. 

God,  incomprehenfible,  therefore  religion 
myfterious,  i.  18 1.  the  firft  caufe,  and  infi¬ 
nite  in  wifdom,  i.  185. 

Gr^sme,  Mr.  in  conjundlion  wdth  Mr.  Elton,, 
i  16.  they  go  into  Perfia,  ibid. 

Groves,  the  ancients  ufed.  groves  for  the  in¬ 
terment  of  the  dead,  ii.  173. 

H. 

Hague,  renowned  for  its  political  negotia¬ 
tions,  ii.  326.  the  flreets  broad,  and  houfes 
well  built,  ii.  325,  326.  people  polite  and 
eafy  in  their  carriage,  ii.  326.  the  air  whol- 
fomer  than  in  other  places  of  the  United 
Provinces,  ibid,  their  churches,  trade,  and 
foldiery,  ii.  327. 

Hahdgee  zamon,  received  tfie  author  with 
great  politenefs,  i  223  his  reflexions  on  the 
miferies  of  his  country,  ibid,  his  charadler 
of  Nadir  Shah,  ibid 

Hahdgee  abdulcrim  at  Cafbin,.  his  re¬ 
flexions  concerning  Nadir  Shah,  i.  231, 

233- 

Hahdgee  myrza  mahommed  reprieved,  r. 
307- 

Hall,  a  towm  fubjedf  to  Prufiia,  ii  229.  fa¬ 
mous  for  its  fchools  and  univerfity,  ibid. 

Hamadan,  the  burying-place  of  queen  Eit¬ 
her  and  Mordecai,  i  240.  now  Nadir’s  re- 
pofitory  of  cannon  and  artillery,  ii.  241. 

Hamburg,  the  British  fadlory  no  natura¬ 
lized  fubjedts  here,  ii.  159.  wEich  is  an  ad¬ 
vantage  to  Great  Britain,  ii.  160.  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  Elbe  to  this  city,  ii.  272.  the 
Britifh  factory  here  polite  and  hofpitable,  ii. 

273- 
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273.  incorporated  into  a  company,  li.  274. 
its  fituation  for  trade,  ii.  275.  minifters 
from  moftof  the  princes  in  Europe,  ii.  275. 
fugar-baking  and  calico-printing  the  greateil 
nianufadlures  here,  ibid,  the  number  of  in¬ 
habitants,  ii.  276  governed  by  four  burgo- 
mafters,  ii.  276,  277.  the  number  of  parifhes 
and  churches,  ii.  277.  the  religion  eltablifli- 
ed  is  Lutheran,  ibid,  the  regular  forces  in 
this  city,  ibid,  its  fortifications  ftrong,  but 
the  jealoufy  of  princes  its  greateffc  fecuri- 
ty,  ibid,  their  gardens  in  the  Dutch  tafte, 
ii.  278.  their  houfes  fo  built  that  fhips  may 
unload  into  their  warehoufes,  ibid,  confi- 
dered  with  rcfpcct  to  Germany  what  Am- 
fterdam  is  to  Europe,  ibid,  the  number  of 

»»  fhips  belonging  to  this  town,  ii  279.  their 
current  coin,  ibid  its  trade  diminijQied,  and 
the  rcafons  of  it,  ii.  280. 

Hamilton,  maid  of  honour  to  the  emprefs 
ofRuflia,  ii.  144.  her  crimes  and  execution, 
ibid.,  a  great  mixture  of  juftice  and  compaf- 
paffion  in  Peter  the  Great’s  behaviour  on 
this  occafion,  ibid. 

Hanover,  an  account  of  that  ele(3:orate,  ii. 

247,  248.  the  inhabitants  under  a  milder 
government  than  that  of  Brandenburg,  ii. 

248.  the  hunting-palace  at  Ghoerd,  ibid, 
the  town  and  king’s  ftables,  ibid  the  pa¬ 
lace  diftinguifiied  by  rich  tapeftry,  ii.  251. 
open  table  kept  here,  ibid  his  majefty’s 
forces  and  revenues,  ii  251,  252.  greatly 
beloved  by  his  fubjedfs,  ii  253. 

Harlem,  the  ftage-boats  very  commodious 
for  travelling,  ii.  322-  noted  for  the  manu¬ 
factory  of  linen,  ibid,  the  hiftory  of  this 
town,  ibid,  the  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  to 
the  inhabitants,  ii  323.  lays  claim  to  the 
invention  of  printing,  ibid. 

Helvoet-sluys,  the  port  whence  the  Har¬ 
wich  packet-boats  fet  off,  ii.  346,  348  a 
good  harbour  here,  but  the  town  iaconfi- 
derable,  ibid  ten  fhips  of  war  here,  ii.  347. 
one  packet  only  remembered  to  be  loft  be¬ 
twixt  Helvoet  and  Harwich,  ii  348. 

Herring-fiskery,  a  fcurce  of  riches,  and 
gives  employment  to  a  great  number  of 
hands,  ii  301.  the  kings  of  Great  Britain 
had  formerly  this  affair  under  confideration, 
ii.  301,  302.  felf-prcfei-vation,  and  a  regard 
to  the  poor,  ought  to  quicken  to  the  coiifi- 
deration  of  this  affair,  ii.  302.  .  . 


Herenhausen,  its  dlflance  from  Hanover, 
ii.  352.  an  account  of  that  palace,  ibid 

Holland,  a  treaty  with  the  L^nited  Provinces 
refufed  by  Ruffia  on  the  plan  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  ii.  157.  the  dykes  in  Holland  a  great 
defence  againft  the  water,  ii.  197.  when  fe- 
veral  places  were  overflowed,  and  thoufands 
perifhed  in  this  country,  297.  they  can  lay 
their  country  under  water  at  any  time,  ii. 
298.  the  taxes  and  revenues  of  Holland, 
and  the  other  provinces,  ii  298.  their  taxes 
and  re-v'enues  compared  with  thofe  of  Great 
Britain,  ii.  298,  299.  the  province  of  Hol¬ 
land  faid  to  pay  half  the  tax  of  the  whole 
feven,  li  298,  they  acquire  riches  both  by 
commerce  and  fifhery,  ii.  299.  their  riches 
acquired  by  induftry,  ibid,  reafons  for  the 
diminution  of  their  trade,  ii  360  the  Dutch 
have  the  balance  of  trade  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  in  their  favour,  ibid,  their  herring- 
fifhery  a  fource  of  riches,  ii.  30 1.  their ‘pub¬ 
lic  credit  and  that  of  Great  Britain  confi- 
dered,  ii  307.  the  Dutch  do  not  think  the 
civil  offices  contemptible,  ii  308.  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Provinces  compared  with  Great  Britain, 
ii.  308,  &c.  the  pay  and  number  of  the  fol- 
diery,  ii  327.  Sir  William  Temple’s  cha- 
radfer  of  the  United  Provinces,  ii,  331.  a 
burlefque  charadfer  of  them,  ibid  general 
obfervations  upon  them,  ii  332,  See'  food  in 
life  among  the  common  people,  ii.  335.  not 
much  given  to  amour,  ibid,  not  pleafed  to 
have  their  wives  mentioned  iii  company,  ii. 
336.  their  following  the  fteps  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  in  cruelty,  ibid',  their  prefent  fituation 
dangerous  and  uncertain,  ii.  337.  often  pre¬ 
ferred  by  the  immediate  hand  of  God,  ibid, 
their  condudt  in  the  laft  war  unjufiifiable,  ii. 

338,  339.  their  partiality  to  France,  ji. 

339,  &c.  their  behaviour  at  the  battle  of 
Fontenoy  artful  and  ungenerous,  ii  340. 
their  opinions  with  regard  to  Great  Britain, 
ii.  339,  Sec.  their  naval  firength  in  a  great 
decline,  ii.  347. 

floLSTEiN,  duke  of,  fends  an  embafiy  to  the 
king  of  Perfia,  i  1 1  the  ambafl'ador’s  fn ip 
wrecked,  ibid,  had  no  fuccels  in  obtaining  the. 
raw  filk  of  the  northern  provinces,  ibid 

St.  HUEERTSBURG,a  palace  of  the  Saxon  court 
for  hunting,  ii.  233  this  palace  large,  but 
not  magnificent,  ibid. 

St  HU- 
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Husbands,  tendernefs  and  polite  behaviour 
neceflary  to  their  happinefs,  i.  269. 

Hussars,  many  fquadrons  of  them  In  the 
Pruffian  fervice,  ii.  208.  their  armour  and 
clothing,  ibid,  a  piece  of  villany  committed 
by  one  of  them,  ii.  209. 

Hyndford,  Earl  of,  attentive  to  the  commer¬ 
cial  intereft  of  the  Britiili  merchants,  ii.  85. 
obtains  an  order  from  the  Ruiiian  court  to 
fecure  the  effedts  of  the  Cafpian  traders,  ibid. 

1. 

Ibrahim  dethrones  his  brother  Adil  Shah, 
ii.  97.  puts  to  death  the  author  of  the  plun¬ 
der  of  the  Britiili  fadtory,  ii.  105. 

Idleness,  human  nature  difgraced  by  its  per¬ 
nicious  confequenccs,  ii.  18. 

Jealousy,  who  given  to  that  paffion,  i.  275. 
thoughts  concerning  the  evil  efFedls  of  it,  ibid. 

jENKiNSONjhrfl:  hoifts  the  banner  of  England 
on  the  Cafpian  fea,  i.  5.  encouraged  by  the 
merchants  adventurers,  i-  6.  recommended 
by  queen  Elizabeth  to  the  king  of  Perfia, 
ibid,  returns  home  without  fuccefs,  i.  7. 

Jesus  Christ,  both  God  and  man,  i.  178. 
his  religion  propagated  by  other  means  than 
that  of  Mahommed,  i.  179  his  dodtrine 
points  out  the  true  path  to  happinefs,  i.  183, 

Jews,  prophefies  of  the  diflblution  of  their  go¬ 
vernment  a  proof  of  the  chriftian  religion,  i. 
178.  defire  to  be  admitted  into  the  Turkey 
trade,  ii.  63.  what  faid  for  it,  and  againft  it, 
Ibid. 

Industry,  its  many  good  confequenccs,  ii. 
1 18.  reflexions  on  the  want  of  it,  ii.  126, 

Injuries,  a  mind  fuperior  to  them  recom¬ 
mended,  i  264  proceed  from  weaknei's  or 
wickednefs,  ibid. 

Insurance,  reflexions  on  it,  ii  200. 

Iron,  encouragement  given  to  our  American 
colonies  in  regard  to  that  commodity,  ii. 
124.  of  the  Swedifh  and  Ruffian  iron,  ibid. 

Irreligion,  the  ordinary  fource  of  national 
calamities,  ii.  359. 

Isfahan  and  Cafbin  not  fo  confiderable  as 
formerly,  i.  230. 

K. 

Kalib  khan,  a  broker  of  filk,  made  admiral 
of  the  Cafpian  fea,  i.  337.  various  inftances 
of  his  great  cruelty,  ibid. 


Karib,  eledled  king  of  Lahij’an,  i.  324  taken 
prifoner,  and  put  to  a  remarkable  death,  ibid. 

Keith,  field-marfhal,  governor  of  Berlin,  ii. 
193.  his  opinion  about  the  late  rebellion, 
ibid,  wounded  at  Otezakow,  ibid,  enp-a^ed 
in  commercial,  as  well  as  military  affairs, 
ibid.’ 

Keith,  Mr.  formerly  obliged  to  leave  Pruf- 
fia  for  his  regard  to  the  prefent  king,  ii.  202, 
the  king’s  behaviour  to  him  on  his  return, 
ibid,  of  Scotch  extradlion,  but  now  in  alle¬ 
giance  to  Pruffia,  ibid. 

Khalmucks,  their  fettlements  and  habita¬ 
tions,  i  139.  their  miferable  way  of  living, 
ibid,  plunder  a  barge  fent  up  the  Volga,  and 
murder  the  crew,  ii.  2. 

Kislar,  the  country  from  hence  to  Reflid 
under  fubjedlion  to  Ruffia,  i  366. 

Kolumna,  a  ftiort  account  of  it,  i.  95. 

L. 

»  ^ 

Lahijan,  a  city  in  Ghilan,  i.  23. 

Langarood,  the  author  arrives  here,  i, 
263.  naval  preparations  here  for  an  expe¬ 
dition  to  Balkhan,  ibid,  the  fifh  found  in  the 
river  here  efteemed  by  the  Perfians,  i.  281. 
good  anchoring  ground  here,  i.  396. 

Languedoc,  meafures  taken  here  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  French  trade  to  Turkey,  ii.  49. 

Lapis  lazuli,  where  found,  i  188. 

Laws,  much  wrefted  to  promote  the  purpofes 
of  lawyers,  ii.  146.  law-caufes  not  length¬ 
ened  in  Pruffia,  ii  205.  the  great  evil  of  it 
in  other  countries,  ii.  206. 

Leipsig,  a  town  of  great  trade  in  Saxony,  ii. 
236.  three  fairs  kept  annually  here,  ii  237. 
the  number  of  inhabitants,  ibid,  the  Lu¬ 
theran  the  eftablilhed  religion,  ibid,  tlieir 
churches,  ibid,  a  defeription  of  this  town,  ii. 

238- 

Leyden,  noted  for  its  antiquity  and  univerfity, 
ii  324.  and  for  a  manufadfory  of  woollen 
cloth,  ii.  325.  not  fufficiently  fupplied  with 
water,  ibid,  once  fo  befieged  by  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  that  the  women  performed  the  mili¬ 
tary  duty,  ibid,  providentially  delivered  by 
count  Nall'au,  ii  325. 

Lieberkyn,  diftinguilhed  at  the  Pruffian  court 
for  phyfic  and  natural  philofophy,  ii.  184. 
of  an  amiable  charadter,  and  refpedfed  by 
the  king,  ibid. 

Lingen, 
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Lingen,  a  town  In  Weftphalia,  on  the  death 
of  king  William  III.  devolved  to  the  houfe 
of  Brandenburg,  ii.  287. 

Love,  public,  brought  into  a£l:ion  by  a  vir¬ 
tuous  example,  ii.  365.  reflexions  on  public 
love,  ii.  365,  &c. 

Luther,  his  interment  and  monument  at 
Wittenburg,  ii.  215. 

Luxury,  what  may  be  called  by  that  name, 
ii.  281. 

M. 

Magdeburg,  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran 
churches  here,  ii.  241.  the  town  formerly 
burnt  by  count  Tilly,  ibid,  the  fl:ory  of  1200 
virgins  drowning  themfelves  to  preferve 
their  chaftity,  ibid,  its  great  magazines,  ibid, 
its  floating  mills,  242.  its  fortifications  re¬ 
markable,  ibid. 

Malt  ON,  Lord,  his  reception  at  the  court  of 
Berlin,  ii.  90.  of  an  amiable  charader,  ibid. 

Mahommedans,  fome  of  their  notions,  i. 
177,  178.  their  religion  propagated  with 
fire  and  fword,  i.  179.  their  fenfual  gratifi¬ 
cations,  i.  184.  their  exorbitant  fufpicions  of 
their  women,  i,  268.  punctual  and  attentive 
in  devotion,  i,  342.  mention  the  name  of 
the  fupreme  Being  with  reverence,  ibid, 
teach  refignation  by  example,  i.  198.  great 
predeilinarians,  i-  237. 

Mahommed  khan,  his  charadler,  i.  222. 

Mahommed  HUSSEIN  KHAN,  his  character 
and  cruel  intentions,  i.  300.  the  author  re- 
fufes  to  comply  with  his  demands,  i.  313, 

Man,  freedom  elTential  to  his  nature,  i.  73. 
his  nature  corrupted,  ibid,  obedience  to  his 
maker  his  highefl:  felicity,  i,  174.  for  what 
end  reafon  was.  given  him,  i.  175. 

Manufactures,  woollen,  the  advantages  of 
them,  ii.  55.  remarks  on  them,  ii.  55,  56. 
cloth  manufadlures  in  England  and  France 
greatly  increafed,  ii.  281.  linen  manufac¬ 
tures  greatly  improved  in  Scotland  and  Ire¬ 
land,  ii.  288. 

Marriage,  fcheme  for  it,  i.  270.  marriages 
in  Europe  compared  with  thofe  in  Afia,  i, 
268,  &c. 

Mattheuse,  his  pafTport  an  idea  of  oriental 
language,  and  Perfian  folly,  i.  221. 

Mazanderan,  this  province  more  healthful 
than  Ghilan,  i.  284.  it  produces  cotton  and 
fugar,  ibid. 

VoL.  II. 


Meissen,  the  beauties  of  that  country,  ii. 
235.  the  porcelain-manufa£kire  in  the  caftle 
here,  ii.  235.  the  fecrecy  with  which  it  is 
conduced,  ibid. 

Merchant,  the  profefllon  intitled  to  regard, 
ii.  12 1,  its  temptations,  ii.  122.  how  confi- 
dered  by  the  Greeks,  ibid,  the  ufe  merchants 
may  make  of  travelling,  ii.  349,  350. 

Merseilles,  a  port  of  great  advantage  for 
the  Levant  trade,  ii.  50. 

Mesched,  the  caravan,  in  its  way  thither, 
plundered,  i.  197.  defigned  to  be  the  great 
mart  of  the  Cafpian  trade,  i.  337.  the  dif- 
tances  and  appearances  of  the  country  front 
Calbin  to  Mefched,  i.  357,  See. 

Militia,  thoughts  on  it,  ii.  369,  370. 

Mohair,  its  import  into  England  diminiflied, 
ii.  51. 

Molsberg,  the  wild  boar  hunted  by  the  Sax¬ 
on  court  near  this  palace,  ii.  216. 

Mon-bijou,  the  refidenceof  the  queen-mother 
of  PruflTia,  ii.  187. 

Money,  often  employed  to  bad  purpofes,  ii. 
121. 

Monopolies,  ungrateful  to  the  people  of  a  free 
ftate,  ii.  58. 

Mosco,  a  journal  from  hence  to  Refhd,  i,  16. 
built  after  the  eaftern  manner,  i.  92.  its 
circumference,  ibid,  this  city  hath  often 
fuffered  by  fires,  i.  94.  the  refpe<Sl:fuI  man¬ 
ner  of  addrefs  here,  ibid,  the  author’s  jour? 
ncy  thither  from  Aftrachan,  ii.  6.  and  from 
Mofeo  to  St.  Peterfburg,  ii.  12. 

Mules,  dear  but  ufeful  animals  in  Perfia,  i. 
224. 

Mullah,  or  Perfian  priefl:,  converfation  with 
the  author  at  Langarood,  i  265.  his  dodirine 
plainly  on  the  chriftian  fcheme,  ibid,  not  for 
polygamy,  ibid  his  notions  of  marriage, 
temperance,  and  drefs,  i.  265,  276,  &c. 

Munich,  count,  his  rafli  condudl  at  Dontzig, 
ii.  175. 

Murray,  Mr.  his  difeourfe  before  the  Sacra¬ 
ment  at  Hamburg,  ii.  273  greatly  beloved 
there,  ii.  274. 

Must APH a  khan,  his  obliging  condudf  to 
the  author,  i.  255, 

N. 

Nadir,  king  of  Perfia,  his  defign  of  building 
Ihips  on  the  Cafpian,!,  161.  his  foldiers  no- 
D  d  d  tion 
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tion  of  him,  i.  240.  the  number  of  men  In 
his  camp,  i.  240.  how  he  travels  when  fick, 
K  250.  his  rear-guard,  ibid,  his  ftanding 
forces,  i.  251.  jefts  with  a  malefadfor  in  the 
article  of  deatli,  i.  254.  other  inftances  of 
his  cruelty,  i  137,  256,  257.  a  ftory  {hew¬ 
ing  his  exorbitant  demands  on  his  fubjeiSfs, 
ji.  209.  indefatigable  in  bufinefs,  i.  258. 
publifhes  an  ordinance,  making  it  death  to 
corrupt  another  man’s  wife,  i.  271.  the  mi¬ 
litary,  civil,  and  ecclefiaftical  government  in 
his  reign,  i.  235,  236.  a  prince  of  great  fe- 
verity,  i.  337.  his  cruelty  in  caufing  500 
mens  eyes  to  be  put  out  at  one  time,  i.  371. 
the  great  oppreffion  of  his  government,  i. 
291.  his  decree  for  detaining  Mr.  Elton,  ii, 
45.  fends  a  commifTary  ijito  Ruflia  with  a 
cargo  of  rav/  filk,  ii.  46.  his  decree  concern¬ 
ing  the  feizure  made  by  Elton,  ii  73.  he  is 
become  the  dread  of  Afia,  ii.  85.  is  killed 
in  his  tent,  ibid,  confequences  of  his  death, 
ii.  87.  fuccecded  by  his  nephew,  ibid. 

,Naphthonia,  in  this  illand  wells  of  naptha, 
i.  133.  it  abounds  in  fheep,  and  other  ufeful 
animals,  ibid. 

Narva,  the  capital  of  Elicnia,  well  fortified, 

i.  80.  its  trade  moilly  in  flax  and  timber, 
ibid. 

Naseer  aga,  rewarded  byNadIr  for  his  fer- 
vices  in  .the  Aftrabad  rebellion,  i.  305. 

Natural  religion,  what  fo  called,  i.  175. 

Naturalization,  complaints  of  the  mer¬ 
chants,  ii.  1 5 1,  particularly  againft  foreigners 
without,  an  intention  of  sontinukig  in  the 
kingdom,  ii.  153,  See.  largely  confidered,  ii. 
157,  Sec.  a  reftridtive  claufe  propofed  to  fo¬ 
reigners^  ii.  163.  reafons  for  fuch  an  a£l,  ii. 
165. 

Nature,  what  notion  to  be  formed  of  it,  i. 
174,.  176.  what  meant  by  its  corruption,  i. 
1 76. 

O.. 

Old  men,  their  difeourfes  much  attended  to 
in  Perfta,  i.  224. 

Orange,  prince  of,  a  fadfion  in  Holland,  a- 
gainfl:  his  being  ftadt-holder,.  ii.  327.  the 
fixth  ftadt-holder  of  that  illuftrious  family, 

ii.  328.  his  five  predecefTors  founded  and 
prelerved  that  republic,  ibid,  liis  good  cha- 


radfer,  ii,  329.  the  memory  of  this  excellent 
prince,  ii.  3^0. 

Ore,  great  variety  of  it  in  the  dominions  of 
the  duke  of  Brunfwic  and  eledfor  of  Saxony;, 
ii.  243.  a  confiderable  part  of  their  revenues, 
ibid. 

P.. 

Persia,  the  king  favourable  to  the  Engllfh,  i. 

10.  efteems  the  king  of  Great  Britain  as  the 
bead  of  the  worfhippers  of  Jefus  Chrift,  ibid, 
a  view  of  the  trade  from  Perfia  to  Tiirkev; 

L  43,  44.  the  intelligence  irregular  there,*!. 
219.  Nadir  a  great  prince,  i..23i.  the  cala¬ 
mitous  condition  of  Perfia  under  him,i.  233, 
234.  the  towns  on  the  frontiers  of  Turkey 
in  great  defolation,  i.  236,  239.  barbarous 
punilhments  there,  i.  257^  the  country  uncul¬ 
tivated,  i.  259.  their  marriages  and  do.meftic 
flavery  of  the  women,  i.  265,  &c.  womeri  cpn- 
fidcred  as  much  inferior  to  men,  i.  273.  ti  e 
governors  of  cities  arbitrary,  i.  336.  fevere 
punifhments  inflidfed  on  them,  ibid,  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  inftance  of  cruelty,  i.  337:  the- 
T urkilh  language  the  moft  common  in  Per¬ 
fia,  i.  343.  the  Perfic  chiefly  known  in  the 
fouthern  parts,  ibid,  its  military  force,  ii.  26.. 
its  revenues,  ibid,  its  ftate  with  refpedl  to 
conmicrce,  25,  Sec.  remarks  thereupon  as 
carried  on  by  the  French,  Dutch,  Ruffians, 
and  Armenians,  ii.  27,  Sec.  a  freih  rebellion-i 
in  Perfia,  ii.  39.  wanton  plunder  of  the  re¬ 
bels  at  Reflrd,  ii.  91.  the  current  money 
here,  ii.  94.  inteftine  commotions  here^ 

11.  106. 

Perjury,  refle.xions  on  It,  i.  313. 

Persians,  their  manner  of  ihip-building,  i. 
148,  149.  their  artful  difpofition,  i.  17a. 
their  manner  of  converfation,  i.  186.  their 
ignorance  of  the  affairs  of  Europe,  i.189, , 
190.  fond  of  aftrology,  i.  238. .  inftances  of ' 
their  fliperftition,  i.  238,  239,  240.  their' 
manner  of  eating,  i.  223,  224.  their  ftate 
with  regard  to  rebellion,  i.  223.  their  horfes 
not  equal  to  the  Arabians,  ibid,  a  defeription 
of  their  camp,  245.  the  tents  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  minifters  and  officers  in  the  front  near 
the  Shah,;  ibid,  the  Shah’s  and  his  ladies 
tents  deferibed,  i.  246.  one  quarter  of 
them  occupied  by  tlie  eunuchs  and  fe¬ 
male 
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rtialc  flavesji  ibid,  the  manner  of  the  wait¬ 
ing  of  the  Perfian  officers,  i.  247.  how 
fupplied  witli  provifions,  i.  248.  remarks  on 
the  Perfian  camp,  i.  255,  &c.  the  Perfians 
may  marry  for  a  fhort  time,  i.  266.  igno¬ 
rant  in  maritime  affairs,  i.  282.  given  to 
fpirituous  liquors,  i.  290.  their  fuperftitious 
apprehenfions,  i.  309.  their  perfidy  and  ve¬ 
nality,  i.  312.  cruelty  and  wickednefs,  i. 
314.  the  nature  of  their  ink,  paper,  and 
feals,  i.  317.  their  pride,  i.  318.  efteem 
it  a  pollution  to  touch  a  dead  body,  i.  321. 
their  funerals,  ibid,  their  calamitous  ftate,  i. 
327.  their  perfons,  i.  328.  their  genius, 
chara(Sler,  and  diet,  i.  329,  330.  their  hof- 
pitality,  i.  330.  exceffive  in  their  compli¬ 
ments,  ibid,  feem  to  exceed  the  chriftians  in 
refignation,  i.  331.  their  drefs  compared  with 
the  European,  i.  332,  &c.  negledl  moral  du¬ 
ties,  i.  335.  their  government  monarchical, 
ibid,  their  lives  not  regarded  in  order  to  gra¬ 
tify  their  vicious  inclinations,  ibid,  their  re¬ 
ligion,  i.  338,  . &c.  their  manner  of  devotion, 

i.  341.  much  inclined  to  fuperftition,  i.  342. 
acknowledge  the  Europeans  have  two  eyes, 
and  themfelves  but  one,  i.  344.  in  great  ig¬ 
norance,  ibid,  their  ancient  religion,  i.  379. 
founded  by  Zoroafter,  ibid,  paid  a  particular 
veneration  to  the  fun,  ibid,  their  meafures, 
weights,  and  coins,  ii.  20,  21. 

Peter  the'GREAT,  emperonof  Ruffia,  in  the 
infancy  of  his  power,  i.  ii.  a  great  encou- 
rager  of  commercial  fchemes,  i.  46.  had  a 
fleet  of  veffels  on  the  Cafpian,  1.115. 
attention  to  commerce,  i.  188.  his  chara- 
fier  admired  by  the  world,  his  memory  dear 
to  the  Ruffians,  ii.  141.  lamented  the  igno¬ 
rance  and  barbarity  of  his  country,  ibid,  re- 
refolved  to  deferve  a  crown,  ii.  14 1.  en¬ 
ters  as  a  common  carpenter  at  Amfter- 
dam,  ii.  142.  cruelty  not  juftly  imputed 
to  him,  ii.  243.  of  an  amorous  difpofition, 
ibid,  his  peculiar  behaviour  at  an  execution, 

ii.  144.  reproaches  himfelf  for  ftriking  one 
of  his  officers,  ii.  145.  his  natural  impetuo- 
fity  tempered  with  tendernefs,  ibid,  his  be- 
Iraviour  to  his  vice-chancellor,  ii.  146.  dif- 
liked  grandeur  in  apparel,  ii.  147.  watched 
his  people,  ii.  148.  converfes  with  all  thofe 
of  whom  he  could  learn  any  thing  ufeful,  ii. 
149.  countenances  merchants,  ibid,  particu¬ 
larly  regarded  Englifh  merchants,  ii,  157. 


'had  convulfive  diftortions  of  his  head,  if. 
1 50.  the  time  of  his  birth  and  death,  ibid. 

Peterhoff,  the  emprefs  bf  Rulfia’s  palace, 
ii.  167.  its  water- works  compared  to  thofe 
of  Verfailles,  ibid,  its  fituation,  and  extenfive 
profpedl,  ibid. 

St.  PETERSBURG,  a  regularly  built  city,  i.  82. 
a  letter  from  the  Britilh  fadtors  there  to  the 
fadtors  at  Ghilan,  ii.  86.  and  one  from  thofe 
of  Ghilan  to  them  of  their  being  plundered 
by  the  rebels,  ii.  88.  an  anfwer  to  that  let¬ 
ter,  ii.  92.  the  Brltifh  fadfory  here,  ii.  123. 
its  exports  and  imports,  ii,  125,  126.,  the 
court  fplendid  here,  ii.  130.  the  palace  near 
the  admiralty,  ii.  131.  the  great  perfonages 
who  compofe  it,  ii.  132.  this  city  founded 
by  Peter  the  Great,  ii.  135,  136.  he  and  his 
emprefs  buried  in  the  church  in  the  citadel, 
ii-  135- 

Plague,  the  Ruffian  conful  reprefents  that 
there  is  a  plague  at  Cafhan,  ii.  3.  fhips  per¬ 
form  quarantain,  ibid,  the  ceremonies  the 
people  pafs  through,  ii.  5. 

Political  affairs,  the- difficulty  of  paffing  a 
true  judgment,  ii.  351. 

Porcelain,  a  great  manufadbure  in  Saxon)*;, 
ii.  228.  the  great  number  employed,  and 
their  pay,  ibid,  the  great  fecrecy  it  is  con- 
dudbed  with,  ibid.  • 

Portuguese,  their  former  trade  to  the  Eafb-- 
Indies,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch,  ii. 

300- 

PoMERANiA,  fbridbnefs  of  difcipline  in  all  the 
towns,  ii.  18 1,  this  country  fandy  betwixt 
Dantzig  and  Berlin,  ii.  ibid. 

Postilions,  in  Germany,  wear  the  liveries 
of  the  country,  ii.  242.  not  polite  to  ftran- 
gers,  ibid.- 

PosTM  ASTER,  in  Perfia,  challenged  unjuflfy 
by  Nadir,  i.  262.  ftabs  himfelf,  ibid. 

PoTsuAM,  the  favourite  palace  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  ii.  200.  the  town  here  regular,  and 
the  palace  elegant,  ibid,  the  king’s  guards, 
men  of  great  Ibature,  quartered  here,  ibid. 

Prayer,  at  the  time  of  the  rebellion  at  Af- 
trabad,  i.  197.  the  manner  the  Perfian  priefls 
pray,  i.  339-  . .  .  , 

Princes,  reflexions  on  their  charadbers,-  ii. 
196,  197.  confidered  as  men  and  king.s,  ibid, 
expofed  to  flattery,  ii.  197.  their  vices  to  be 
fpoken  of  in  a  proper  manner,  ibid. 


Pro^- 
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Prosperity,  often  has  a  bad  influence  on  our 
minds,  i.  199. 

Prussia,  king  of,  his  palace  at  Berlin,  ii.  18^, 
194.  his  library,  cabinet  of  curiofities,  cha¬ 
pel,  and  opera-houfe,  ii.  186,  187.  amufe- 
ments,  ii.  183,  188.  his  charaifer,  ii,  198, 
&c.  the  ftrift  difcipline  of  his  army,  ii.  199, 
200.  the  oeconomy  of  his  government,  and 
perfonal  expence,  ii.  200.  his  perfon  and 
manner  of  life,  ii.  201.  treats  his  mother 
with  great  refpeil,  ibid,  his  difpatch  of  bufi- 
nefs,  ii.  203.  his  delight  in  mufic,  ii.  204. 
his  guards,  and  the  number  of  his  troops,  ii. 
208.  vigilance  to  inlift  foldiers  over  all  Ger¬ 
many,  ibid,  their  arms,  clothing,  exercife, 
and  pay,  ii.  209,  &c.  the  king's  revenues, 
ii.  210. 

Prussia,  queen-mother,  After  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  ii.  187.  her  palace  elegantly 
furniflied,  ibid,  has  a  good  library  of  books, 
ibid,  fpends  much  of  her  time  in  her  ftudy, 
ibid. 

R. 

Rebellion,  breaks  out  in  the  province  of  Af- 
trabad,  i.  192.  the  city  taken  by  the  rebels, 
i.  196.  the  author’s  caravan  plundered,  i. 
197.  cruelties  exercifed  on  the  rebels,  i, 
297,  298.  fecret  caufes  of  the  rebellion,  i. 
300.  a  battle  fought  by  the  rebels,  i.  303. 
their  treachery,  i.  316. 

Religion,  known  by  its  fruits,  i.  178.  fome 
part  of  it  myfterious  and  incomprehenfible, 

i.  181.  arguments  proving  this,  ibid,  articles 
the  Perfians  believe,  i.  339.  their  religion 
confounded  with  abfurd  fables,  ibid. 

Renchild,  general,  prefented  with  a  fword 
by  Peter  the  Great  for  a  remarkable  faying, 

ii.  143. 

Reshd,  the  chief  city  of  Ghilan,  i.  280.  the 
air  hurt  by  the  inundation  of  the  Cafpian, 
ibid. 

Revel,  formerly  a  free  town,  and  one  of  the 
greateftinthe  Baltic,  ii.  170.  its  imports,  ii. 
17 1,  the  Lutheran  churches  there,  a  place 
of  interment,  ii.  172.  reflexions  on  burying 
in  churches,  ibid. 

Riga,  the  metropolis  of  Livonia,  of  great 
confequence,  i.  76.  taken  from  the  Swedes 
by  Peter  the  Great,  ibid,  its  commodities. 


and  the  many  fhips  it  loads,  i.  77.  thelf 
meafures,  i.  79. 

Rishtas,  worms  fo  called  in  Tartary,  i.  343. 

Rome,  once  the  miftrefs  of  the  world,  its  pre- 
fent  degenerate  condition,  ii.  362. 

Rotterdam,  next  in  rank  to  Amfterdam,  ii. 

344.  its  advantages  beyond  that  city,  ii. 

345.  its  trade,  ibid,  has  a  good  exchange 
lately  finifhed,  ibid,  its  great  church  where 
the  monuments  of  the  fea-officers  are,  ibid, 
on  the  great  bridge  Erafmus’s  ftatue,  ibid, 
the  Britilh  factory  there  compofed  chiefly  of 
North  Britons,  ibid,  a  Scotch  church  there, 
ibid,  and  an  Englilh  regular  church,  ii.  346, 
the  fadlors  hofpitable,  ii.  346. 

Russia,  the  Englifli  merchants  obtain  a  char¬ 
ter  from  king  Philip  and  queen  Mary,  i.  5, 
petition  the  parliament  for  Perfian  filk  to  be 
purchafed  in  Ruflia,  ii.  112.  an  adf  obtained 
for  that  end,  ii.  113.  reflexions  on  the  adf, 
ii.  1 17.  the  trade  and  chief  commodities  of 
Ruflia,  ii.  133,  See.  the  produce  of  Great 
Britain  neceflary  to  her,  ii.  127.  the  coins, 
v/eights,  and  meafures  here,  ii.  127,  &c.  re¬ 
markable  events,  ii.  129.  the  grand  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  great  duke’s  marriage,  ii.  130. 
its  improvement  in  grandeur  and  learning, 
ibid,  the  firft  fubjedl  the  great  duke  of  Ruf- 
fia,  ii.  1 32.  the  qualities  of  their  women,  ii. 
133.  the  Greek  faith  the  eftabliflied  religion 
here,  ii.  135.  tafte  of  building  here,  ii.  136. 
drinking  the  vice  of  Ruflia,  ii.  149.  a  view  of 
the  revenues  and  taxes,  ii.  136, 1 37.  number  of 
inhabitants,  ii.  138.  their  military  force  and 
genius  of  their  foldiery,  ibid,  the  nature  of 
their  climate,  ii.  138,  139.  their  ftoves,  ii. 
139.  the  drefs  ufed  in  this  country,  ii.  140. 
the  firft  eftabliftiment  of  the  Englifh  factory 
in  Ruflia,  ii.  15 1.  conflder  the  Englifli  na¬ 
tion  as  their  real  friends,  ii.  158.  the  Ruflia 
company  free,  ii.  1 55.  the  naval  power  of 
Ruflia,  ii.  168. 

Russian  court,  makes  complaints  againft  Mr. 
Elton,  i.  82.  the  manner  in  which  the  em- 
prefs  travels,  ii.  13.  prohibits  the  Britifli 
Cafpian  trade,  ii.  74.  the  decree  of  the  em- 
prefs  for  that  end,  ibid,  remarks  on  the  let¬ 
ters  of  the  Ruffian  conful  on  which  the  de¬ 
cree  was  founded,  ii.  79,  See.  a  journal  of 
the  Ruffian  embally  into  Perfia,  i,  360,  369. 
the  emprefs  Elizabeth  Petrowna  brought  to 
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the  throne  hy  a  remarkable  revolution,  ii. 

1 3 1,  an  account  of  her  perfon  and  charader, 
ibid. 

S. 

Sabbath,  the  duty  of  obfe^vlng  it  flriilly 
commanded,  ii-  273. 

Sacrament,  reflexions  on  it  at  Hamburg,  ii, 
273,  274. 

Sadoc  aga,  a  rebel,  chief  at  Aftrabad,  robs 
the  author,  i.  298.  fent  prifoner  to  Aftrabad, 
ii.  299.  punlfhed  in  a  cruel  manner,  ibid. 

Saltza,  in  Saxony,  famous  for  refining  fait, 
ii.  240. 

Saltzdahlen,  a  palace  of  the  duke  of 
Brunfwic,  ii.  245.  famous  for  a  gallery  of 
pidlures,  ii.  246.  an  account  of  fome  of 
them,  ibid. 

Sans  souci,  a  defcriptlon  of  that  palace  in 
Brandenburgh,  ii.  213. 

Saxony,  the  heavy  taxes  in  that  coun- 

•  try,  ii.  213.  many  villages  and  towns,  ii. 
216.  hunting  the  prevailing  fafhion,  ibid, 
diftrefs  in  Saxony  by  the  multiplicity  of  deer, 
ibid,  fome  particulars  relating  to  the  king 
of  Pruflia  after  his  victories  in  Saxony,  ii. 

'219.  remarks  on  the  government  of  Saxony, 
ii.  229.  expences  of  the  court,  and  national 
debt,  ii.  231.  revenues  and  taxes,  ii.  232. 
the  miferies  of  it  by  the  war,  ii.  233.  a 
character  of  the  fovereign,  ibid,  conftant  to 
his  confort,  ibid,  the  Saxons  have  a  tafte 
for  mufic  and  poetry,  ii.  234.  great  fecurity 
in  travelling,  ii.  240.  owing  to  parents  in- 
ftilling  early  rmpreflions  of  religion,  ibid. 

Shahrokh,  prevails  over  Ibrahim  king  of 
Perfia,.  ii.  105.  the  king  being  petitioned, 
writes  to  him,  ii.  106. 

Shamakie,  metropolis  of  Shirvan,.  i.  386. 

Shirley,  embaffador  from  England  in  1626 
to  the  king  of  Perfia,  i,  10.  the  declarations 
made  to  him,  ibid. 

Silesia,  of  great  confequence  to  the  king  of 
P/ulIia,  ii.  22. 

Silk,  the  charges  of  Ihipplng;  bn  the  Caf- 

.  plan  for  London,  i.  46.  the  quantity  and 
different  forts  of  filk  in  the  northern  parts  of 

,  Perfia,  ii.  15,  16.  manner  of.  ordering  filk- 
womis,  ii.  17.  and  of  buying  fiLk  in  Ghilan, 
ii.  18.  an  adl  to  encourage  the  growth  of  it 
Yol.  IL*  . 


in  our  American  plantations,  ii.  207.  an  a£l 
for  purchafing  Perflan  filk  in  RulTia,  ii.  114. 
the  benefit  of  the  filk  manufaftory  very  con- 
fiderable,  ii.  117,  118. 

Soldiers  in  Perfia,  what  pay  dven  to  them 
by  Nadir  Shah,  i.  253.  buy  their  clothing 
of  him  at  an  extravagant  price,  ibid,  what 
armour  they  carry,  ibid, 

Stadt-holder,  the  expediency  of  one  in 
the  United  Provinces,  ii.  328.  in  the  infancy 
of  William  III.  this  dignity  annulled,  ii-. 
328.  the  terror  of  the  French  armies  ob¬ 
liged  the  flates  to  choofethis  prince,  ibid,  af¬ 
ter  his  deceafe  the  dignity  fuffered  to  expire, 
ibid,  a  French  army  being  at  hand,  this  dig¬ 
nity  conferred  on  the  prince  of  Orange, 
ibid,  his  authority  confined,  ii.  330.  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  ftadt-holder,  ibid. 

Stargard,  the  metropolis  of  Pruflian  Pome¬ 
rania,  ii.  182.  one  cathedral  and  three  re¬ 
formed  churches  here,  ibid. 

Stolpe,  military  difeipline  here,  and  in  o- 
ther  towns  of  the  Pruflian  dominions,  ii, 
181. 

Subsidies,  the  great  fum  the  French  pay 
yearly  to  Pruflia,  and  other  princes,  ii.  354. 

Suicide,  not  common  in  Perfia,  i.  262. 

Sumptuary  laws,  eafily  efiablifhed  in  'arbi¬ 
trary  countries,  ii.  126.  thought  eflential’  to- 
tiie  good  of  the  flate,  ii.  130. 


T- 


Tartars,  Khalmucks,  a  barbarous  fort'  of 
people,  i.  100.  their  arms  and  food,  i. 
1 01.  worfhip  images,  ibid,  in  fine  weather 
carefs  their  deities,  ibid,  difficult  to  trade 
with  the  Oufbegs,  i.  188.  their  treachery  to 
the  Ruffians,  i.  189.  Kirgeefe,  their  fitua- 
tion,  i.  347,  348.  live  in  tents,  and  feed 
on  horfe-flefh,  ii.  348I  Lefgees,  their  clia- 
rafter,  and  country,  1-  372.  their  govern¬ 
ment,  ibid,  obferve  the  rules  of  hofpitality, 
i.  373.  their  perfons,  and  drefs,  ibid,  their 
religion,  foil,  and  trade,  i.  374.  Turko¬ 
mans,  their  habit  and  countenance,  i.  202. 
given  to  robber)'-,  ibid,  raife  great  diflur- 
bances  at  Aftrabad,.i.  203,  204.  their  olia- 
E  e.  e  ladcr. 
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racier,  i.  303.  their  numbers  on  the  eaft- 
coaft  of  the  Cafpian,  i.  304. 

Tents,  what  the  Perfian  tents  are  made  of,  I. 
247.  a ’particular  defcription  of  them,' i. 

-  248. 

De  THOU,  his  remarks  on  the  Englifli  trade 
into  Perfia  in  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  i.  9, 

10. 

Tobacco,  the  Perfians  A^ery  fond  of  it,  i.  171. 
their  particular  way  of  fmoking,  ibid. 

Trade,  by  Nadir’s  tyranny,  and  other  cir- 
cumftances,  in  a  bad  fituation  in  Perfia,  ii. 
25.  the  great  advantages  of  an  oriental 
trade,  ii.  60. 

Travelling,  reflexions}  on  the  ufe  of  it,  ii. 
350,  &c. 

Turkey,  this  compaiw  alarmed  at  the  pro- 
pofal  of  a  trade  to  Perfia  by  the  Cafpian,  i. 
53.  feveral  merchants  make  complaints  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  on  this  account,  i.  54. 
this  company  in  a  declining  ftate,  i.  59.  ii. 

.  51.  they  prefent  a  memorial  to  the  fecretary 
of  ftate,  ibid,  the  beginning  and  progrefs  of 
this  trade,  ii.  48.  the  fadfories  eftablilhed  in 
Turkey,  ibid,  the  reafons  of  its  decline  con- 
fidered,  ii.  51,  52.  it  does  not  appear  that 
an  unreftrained  liberty  of  trade  would  afford 
relief,  ii.  51.  a  computation  of  the  imports 
of  this  trade,  ii.  54.  the  great  advantages  of 
it,  ii.  55.  the  interpofition  of  the  crown  ne- 
oeffary,  ii.  58,  63.  the  neceflity  of  regula¬ 
tions  in  that  trade,  ii.  59.  in  what  propor¬ 
tion  it  decayed  for  five  years,  ii.  62.  the 
Jews  defiring  to  be  admitted  into  this  trade, 
confidered,ni.  63.  a  bill  propofed  to  parlia¬ 
ment  for  enlarging  and  regulating  this  trade, 

11.  64.  it  paffes  the  commons,  but  is  thrown 
out  by  the  lords,  ii.  70. 

Twere,  its  antiquity  and  fituation,  i.  91.  a 
rendezvous  of  merchants  who  trade  on  the 
Volga,  bid. 

V. 


Van  mterop,  his  journal  of  the  country  be¬ 
tween  Refhd  and  Mefched,  i.  357,  &C. 

Vistula,  a  remarkable  occurrence  at  the 
mouth  of  that  river,  ii.  174,  175.  tv/o 
luauches  of  it  go  up  to  Dantzig,  ii.  175. 


Volga,  a  noble  river  for  extent  and  depth,  i. 
140.^,  of  great  advantage  to  the  Ruffians, 
ibid,  runs  about  three  thoufand  miles  be¬ 
fore  it  empties  itfelf  in  the  Cafpian  fea,  ibid, 
its  trade  and  navigation,  141.  the  pirates 
that  infeft  the  Volga,  i,  103,  &c.  their  pu- 
niftiment  when  taken,  i.  105,  106. 

Voronzoff,  count,  vice-cliancellor  of  Ruffa, 
a  very  amiable  perfon,  ii.  133. 

Voronzoff,  countefs,  a  lady  diftingulftied 
for  her  accomplifliments  at  the  court  of  Ruf- 
fia,  ii.  133. 

Utrecht,  reiAarkable  for  the  treaty  made 
there,  ii.  290* 

W. 

Wassilie  nikietish  tattischeff,  gover¬ 
nor  of  Aftrachan,  writes  the  hiftory  of  Ruf- 
fia,  i.  1 18,  1 19.  his  charadler  and  banifh- 
ment,  i.  120. 

Willoughby,  Sir  Hugh,  fets  out  to  difeo- 
cover  the  fouth-eaft  parts  of  the  globe,  i.  2. 
recommended  by  Edward  VI.  to  the  kings 
and  princes  of  the  earth,  ibid,  frozen  to 
death,  i.  5. 

Windmills,  of  great  advantage  to  the 
Dutch,  ii.  363.  ufed  for  grinding  woods 
.  and  materials  for  dying,  and  many  other 
purpofes,  ibid. 

Wittenburg,  famous  for  its  trade  and  ma- 

'  nufadlories,  ii.  114.  its  academy,  ii.  215. 
the  church  where  Luther  preached  againft 
the  dodlrine  of  the  church  of  Rome,  ibid, 
his  burial-place  and  monument,  ibid. 

Wolfe nbuttel,  the  river  Okar  fills  a  mote 
round  this  town,  ii.  243.  its  palace,  arfenal, 
andlibrary,  ibid. 

Wool,  Englifli,  the  computation  of  its  value 
when  manufadtured,  ii.  368.* 

Women,  travellers  are  not  to  come  near  them 
in  Perfia,  i.  218.  a  great  number  of  women 
travel  with  the  Shah,  i.  249.  the  fubordi- 
nation  of  women,  it  266,  267.  their  great 
confinement  among  the  Mahommedans,  i. 
268.  remarks  on  the  women  in  England, 
France,  and  Portugal,  i.  273,  274.  the  drefs 
of  women  in  Perfia  and  Europe  compared, 

333j  334- 
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WooDROOFE,  captain,  his  journal  fromlvlorco 
to  Cafan,  i.  109.  pafles  the  Volga,  i.  110. 
notions  of  religion  of  the  Chuwalhens,  i. 
III.  arrives  at  Cafan,  ibid,  builds  a  (hip, 
and  winters  there,  i.  112.  arrives  from  Per- 
fia  with  raw  filk,  i.  129.  his  voyage  to 
Balkhan,  130.  ordered  by  the  Shah  to  fur- 
vey  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  Cafpian,  ibid, 
anchors  at  Langarood,  ibid,  lands  his  cargo 
near  Aftrabad,  i.  132.  his  journal  conti¬ 
nued,  1,  148.  refits  at  Langarood,  i.  154. 
returns  from  Aftrabad,  i.  325.  his  coafting 
pilot,  with  an  account  of  tiie  coafts  and 
parts  of  the  Cafpian,  i.  392. 


ZaritzEn,  a  town  on  the  Volga,  i.  100. 

Zell,  devolved  to  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  ii, 
271.  the  palace  fortified,  commands  an 
extenfive  profpedb,  ibid,  the  churches  in  it, 
ibid,  diftinguifhed  for  fine  horfes,  ibid. 

Zoroaster,  the  founder  of  the  ancient  Per- 
fian  religion,  i.  379.  his  notions  of  good 
-and  evil,  ibid.  Zoroafter  the  fecond,  the 
articles  of  the  religion  he  taught,  i.  380.  his 
opinions  ftill  maintained  by  fome  of  the  In¬ 
dians  and  Perfians,  i.  381. 
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